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[N  entering  upon  the  publication  of  a history  of  Eric  County,  the  dihiculty 
and  importance  of  the  task  were  not  underestiinated  by  the  publishers.  A 
desire  for  such  a work  has  long  existed,  a work  that  would  faithfully  }-resent 
a correct,  concise  and  clean  record  of  events,  begiuning  with  the  Indian  tribes 
that  once  inhabited  the  land,  thence  tracing  its  hist<u.'y  down  to  the  present 
period. 

The  binning  of  the  court  house,  on  the  23d  of  March,  1823.  which  destroyed 
the  records  of  the  first  twenty  years  after  the  organization  of  the  county,  has 
ever  been  a source  of  aiiuoyance  to  those  tracing  the  original  titles  to  lands 
through  the  names  of  the  first  settlers.  This  work  shons  where  the  titles  of 
the  land^  in  Erie  County  originated,  to  whom  the  iiiast  sales  were  made,  and 
the  locations  oi  the  earliest  pioneers,  thus  suj^plyiug  many  missing  links  in 
the  fabric  of  its  recorded  history. 

The  book  may  be  said  to  have  had  its  inception  in  1ST9.  when  Mr.  Benja- 
min 'Whitman,  having  sold  the  Erie  Obt,ervc/‘,  which  he  had  edited  smee  Jan- 
uary, 180-L,  made  a nuinber  of  short  tours  over  the  county  for  the  joint  piu’pose 
of  reviving  old  friendships  and  settling  his  outstanding  accounts.  After  one 
or  two  trips  he  commenced  writing  up  a series  of  articles  for  the  Observer  under 
the  heading  of  “ County  Jaunts,”  and  finding  them  received  with  favor,  con- 
ceived the  idea  of  expanding  them  into  a history  of  the  county.  The  effort 
of  Air.  Whitman  was  more  to  give  a plain  and  coirect  statement  of  facts  than 
to  indulge  in  fine  wjiting,  for  which,  it  is  needless  to  add,  there  is  little  op- 
portunity in  a v/ork  of  IhE  kind.  His  manuscript  was  j'urchased  by  tlu;  pub- 
lishers, and  is  mainly  embodied  in  the  book. 

He  was  largely  aided  in  the  collecting  of  his  matter  l yCapt.  N.  AV.  Eussell, 
whose  father,  Mr.  Hamlin  Russell,  when  on  his  death  bed  in  1552,  after  a res- 
iJenco  of  half  p century  in  Erie  County,  said  to  him,  ” I have  made,  a great 
mistake  in  not  JiGcping.  for  tiu3  good  of  future  generations,  a historical  record 
of  the  advent  and  progress  of  the  early  settlers.  Your  retentive  memory  can  yet 
collect  them,  and  put  them  iu  a shape  that  will  be  of  great  use  to  the  inhabitants 
^I'Weafter.  Promise  me  you  will  do  so.”  The  promise  was  given,  and  has  been 
fulfilled  to  a considerable  extent  in  this  work.  “ In  the  prepai’ation  of  the 
matter,”  says  Air.  Akhitman,  “Capt.  is.  AV.  Russell,  of  Alill  Creek  Township, 
Jf>herves  veiy  large  credit.  His  remembrance  of  early  events  is  remark- 
aole,  and  to  his  valuable  assistance  I owe  more  than  I can  express.  His  fre- 
sketches  on  historical  subjects,  printed  in  the  newspapers,  were  .really 
t.ce  foundation  of  the  book,  and  in  many  cases  I have  not  done  much  more  than 
elaborate'  his  articles.  Air.  Russell  has,  also,  revised  all  the  proof,  and 
’•ouriies  for  the  coire'driess  of  the  historical  matter.” 

dor  the  convenience  of  its  readers,  the  book  has  been  divided  into  five 
parts.  The  outline  history  of  the  State,  contained  in  Part  I,  is  from  the  pen 


PREFACE. 


of  Prof.  Samuel  P.  Bates,  of  Meadville.  The  history  of  Erie  Comity,  included 
in  Part.  II,  was  compiled  by  IMr.  "Whitman,  with  the  aid  of  IMr.  Russell,  as 
above  state'l.  'Che  Idstory  of  the  city  of  Erie,  in  Part  III,  was  written  by  Mr. 
R.  C.  Brown,  of  Chicago,  111.,  excepting  Chapter  IV,  which  is  from  the  pen 
of  Mr.  F.  E.  Weakley,  of  Lebanon,  Ohio.  The  township  historic.s,  in  Part  IV, 
embrace  a portion  of  the  matter  furnished  i>y  Messrs.  AVhitman  tind  Russell, 
with  additions  by  IMessrs.  ]\  ,E.  AV'eakley  and  J.  B.  Manslield;  while  the  'bio- 
graphical sketcnes  in  Part  V.  were  collected  by  a corps  of  solicitors,  and  a proof 
of  each  sketch  submitted  by  mail  to  each  subject  for  correction.  It  is  due  to 
Mr.  A\diitman  to  add  that  the  towmship  sketche-s  prepared  by  him  were  much 
more  full  than  they  apjiear  in  the  book,  the  limits  to  which  the  puldishers 
were  obliged  to  confine  themselves  not  allowing  space  for  all  of  his  matter. 

The  pirblication  of  such  a work,  for  a patronage  limited  to  a single  county, 
was  a hazardous  undertaking,  and  much  solicitude  was  felt  by  the  publisliers 
on  this  account  during  the  tivst  stages  of  the  enterprise,  but  whatever  their 
misgivings,  they  were  soon  dispelled  by  the  libeial  piatronage  of  the  people  of 
the  county.  An  earnest  effort  has  been  made  to  render  the  book  reliable  and 
attractive,  and  to  more  than  fultill  every  promise  made  in  the  prosiisctus. 

Acknowledgments  are  due  to  County.  Township,  City  and  Borough  otheiais, 
old  seddors,  meiribers  of  the  vai-ious  professions  and  to  citizens  throughout  the 
county',  for  favors  and  generous  assistance  in  the  preparation  of  the  work. 

THE  PUBLISHERS. 
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BY  SAMUEL  P.  BATES. 


“ God,  ttiat  has  given  it  me  through  many  difncultias,  wUI,  I believe, 
bless  and  make  it  the  seed  of  a nation.  I siiall  have  a tender  care  to  the 
gos’ernment  tilth  it  be  well  laid  at  first.  _ - - . _ i do,  therefore, 

desire  the  Lord’s  wisdom  to  guide  me,  and.  those  that  may  be  concerned 
with  me,  that  v/e  may  do  the  thing  that  is  truly  w^ise  and  just.” 

WILLIAM  PENN. 


CHAPTER  I. 

Introductory  — Oornei.is  Jacobson  Muv,  1G24-25— 'William  Yan  ICY’- 

26— Peter  Minuit,  1626-33— Da aad  Petersen  de  Tries,  1632-83 — JVovtek 
Van  Tmtller,  1633-38. 

tlie  early  colouVatior!  DY>on.  Poe  American  contiuenl,  tv,o  niotiYee  Y'ero 
-L  principally  operative.  One  was  tlio  desire  of  amassing  sudden  wealth 
without  great  labor,  which  tempted  adventurous  spirits  to  go  in  search  of  gold, 
to  trade  valueless  trinkets  to  the  simple  natives  forricli  furs  and  skins,  and  even 
to  seek,  araidst  the  wii  Js  of  a tropical  forest,  for  the  fountain  whose  healing 
waters  could  restore  to  man  perpetual  youth.  The  other  was  the  cherished 
purpose  of  escaping  the  unjust  restrictions  of  Governmont,  and.  the  hated  ban 
of  society  against  tne  worship  of  Pie  Supreme  Being  according  to  the  henest 
dictates  of  conscience,  which  incited  the  humble  devotees  of  Christianity  to 
forego  the  comforts  of  home,  in  the  midst  of  the  best  civilization  of  the  age, 
and  make  for  themselves  a habitation  on  the  shores  of  anew  world,  where  they 
might  erect  altars  and  do  homage  to  tiieir  God  in  such  habiliments  as  they 
preferred,  and  utter  praises  in  such  note  as  seemed  to  them  good.  This  pur- 
pose was  also  incited  by  a certain  romantic  temper,  common  to  the  race,  es- 
pecially noticeable  in  vuuth,  that  invite.s  to  some  uninhabited ^ spot,  and  Ras- 
selas  and  Robinson  Cnisoe-like  to  begin  life  anew. 

'William  Penn,  the  founder  of  Pennsylvania,  had  felt  the  heavy  hand  of 
persecution  for  religious  opinion's  sake.  As  a gentleman  commoner  at  Ox- 
ford, he  had  been  lined,  and  hnally  exjielled  from  that  venerable  seat  of  learn- 
ing for  mou-comformity  to  the  established  worship.  At  home,  he  was  whipped 
and  turned  out  of  doors  by  a father  who  thought  to  reclaim  the  sun  lu  the 
more  certain  path  of  advancement  at  a licentious  court.  PJe  was  sent  tojuison 
by  the  Mayor  of  Cork.  Por  seven  mouths  he  languished  in  the  tower  of  Lon- 
don, and,  tinally,  to  complete  his  disgrace,  he  was  cast  into  Newgate  with  com- 
mon felons.  Upon  the  acces.sion  of  James  II,  to  the  throne  of  England,  over 
foui'teen  luindred  persons  of  tlie  Quaker  faith  were  immured  in  prisons  for  a 
conscientious  adherence  to  their  religious  convictions.  To  escape  this  harassing 
^persecution,  and  find  peace  and  quietude  from  this  sore  proscri])tiou,  was  the 
moving  cause  which  led  Penn  and  his  followers  to  emigrate  to  America. 

Of  all  those  who  have  been  founders  of  States  in  near  or  distant  ages,  none 
have  raanifested  so  sincere  and  disinterested  a spirit,  nor  have  been  so  fair  ex- 
emplars of  the  golden  rule,  and  of  the  Redeemer's  sermon  on  the  mount,  as 
JVill  lain  Penn,  in  his  preface  to  the  frame  of  gO'-’.ernraent  of  his  colony,  ho 
says:  “ The  end  of  government  is  lirst  to  terrif}'  evil-doers;  secondly,  to  cher- 

ish those  who  do  well,  which  gives  government  a life  beyond  corruption,  and 
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inakeg  it  as  dnrable  in  tbe  -world,  as  t^ood  men.  shall  be.  So  that  government 
Rooms  to  be  a of  religion  itself,  a thing  sacr^’d  in  its  institution  and  end. 

For,  if  it  does  n.jt  directly  reTiiovo  the  cause,  it  crushes  the  effects  of  evil,  and 
is  an  emanation  of  the  same  Divine  power,  that  is  both  author  and  object  of 
pure  religion,  tfie  difference  lying  here,  that  the  one  is  more  .free  and  mental, 
the  other  more  corporal  and  compulsive  in  its  operations;  but  that  is  only  to 
e.vil-doer,s,  govc-rinnent  i'-self  being  otherwise  as  capable  of  kindness,  goodness 
and  charity,  as  a more  private  society.  They  wmakly  err,  who  think  there  is  no 
other  use  of  government  than  correction,  which  is  the  coarsest  part  of  it. 
Daily  experience  tells  us,  that  the  care  and  regulation  of  many  other  affairs 
more  soft,  and  daily  necessary,  make  up  much  the  greatest  part  of  government. 
Governments,  like  clocks,  go  from  the  motion  men  give  them," and  as  govern- 
ments are  made  and  moved  by  men,  so  by  them  are  they  ruined,  too.  Where- 
fore, government.s  rather  depend  upon  men,  than  men  upon  governments.  Let 
men  be  good,  and  the  governraent  cannot  be  bad.  If  it  be  ill.  they  vvill  cure 
it.  But  if  men  be  bad,  let  the  government  be  never  so  good,  they  ill  endeavor 
to  -warp  and  spoil  to  their  turn.  ^ * That,  therefore,  which  makes  a good 

constitution. must  keep  it,  men  of  wisdom  and  virtue, qualities,  that  because  they 
descend  not  with  worldly  inheritances,  must  be  carefully  propagated  by  a vir- 
tuous education  of  youth,  for  -n'liich',  after  ages  will  owe  more  to  tire  care  and 
prudence  of  founders  and  the  successive  magistracy,  than  to  their  parents  for 
their  privmte  patrimonies.  * * ^ We  have,  therefore,  with  reverence  to  God, 
and  good  conscience  to  men,  to  the  best  of  our  skill,  contrived  and  composed  the 
Frame  and  Laws  of  this  governraent,  viz.  •.  To  suppoit  power  in  reverence 
with  the  people,  and  to  secure  the  people  from  the  abuse  of  power,  that  they 
may  be  free  by  their  just  obodienco,  and  the  magistrates  honorable  for  their 
just  admini.stration.  For  liberty  without  obedience  is  confusion,  and  obedi- 
ence without  liberty  is  slavery.” 

Though  born  aniickst  the  seductive  arts  of  the  great  city,  Penn’s  tastes  were 
rural.  He  hated  the  manners  of  the  corrupt  court,  and  delighted  in  the  homely 
labors  and  innocent  employments  of  the  farm.  “ The  country,”  he  said,  “is 
the  philosopher's  garden  and  library,  in  wdiich  be  reads  and  contemplates  the 
power,  wisdom  and  goodness  of  God.  It  is  his  food  as  well  as  study,  and  gives 
him  life  as  well  as  learning.”  And  to  his  wife  he  said  upon  taking  leave  of 
her  in  their  parting  interview;  “ Let  my  children  bo  husbandmen,  and  house- 
wives. It  is  industrious,  healthy,  honest,  and  of  good  report.  This  leads  to 
consider  the  works  of  God,  and  diverts  the  mind  from  being  taken  up  with  vain 
arts  and  inventions  of  a luxurious  world.  Of  cities  aud  towns  of  concourse, 
b.iware.  The  world  is  apt  to  stick  close  to  those -who  have  lived  and  got  wealth 
there.  A country  life  and  estate  I love  best  for  my  children.” 

Having  thus  given  some  account  at  the  outset  of  the  spirit  aud  purposes  of 
the  founder,  and  the  motive  which  drew  him  to  these  shores,  it  will  be  in 
place,  before  pj-oceeding  -v^ith  the  details  of  the  acquisition  of  territory,  and 
the  coming  of  emigrants  for  the  actual  settlement  under  the  name  of  .Pennsyl- 
vania, to  say  something  of  the  aborigines  who  were  found  in  possession  of  the 
soil  when  first  visited  by  Europeans,  of  the  condition  of  the  surface  of  the 
country,  and  of  the  previous  attempts  at  settlements  before  the  coming  of  Penn. 

The  surface  of  what  is  now  known  as  Pennsylvania  was,  at  the  time  of  the 
coming  of  the  white  men,  one  vast  forest  of  hemlock,  and  pine,  and  beech, 
aud  oak,  unbroken,  except  by  an  occasional  rocky  barren  upon  the  precipitous 
mountain  side,  o.r  by  a few  patches  of  prairie,  which  had  been  reclaimed  'oy 
annual  burnings,  and  was  used  by  the  indolent  and  simple-minded  natives  for 
the  culture  of  a little  maize  aud  a few  vegetables.  The  soil,  by  the  annual 
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accumulations  of  leaves  and  abundant  gi-owtlis  of  forest  vegetation,  was  luxu- 
rious, and  the  trees  stood  close,  and  of  gigantic  size.  The  streams  swarmed 
with  fish,  and  the  forest  abounded  with  game.  IVhero  now  are  cities  and 
hamlets  tiiled  with  busy  populations  intent  upon  the  accumulation  of  vrealth, 
the  mastery  of  knowledge,  the  pursuits  of  pleasure,  the  doer  browsed  and 
pipped  at  the  water's  edge,  and  the  pheasant  drummed  liis  monotonous  note, 
Where  now  is  the  glowing  furnace  from  which  day  and  iiighfc  tongues  of  flame 
are  bursting,  and  the  busy  water  wdiecl  sends  the  shuttle  lla.shiug  through  the 
loom,  half-naked,  dusky  warriors  fashioned  their  spears  with  rude  implements 
of  stone,  and  made  themselves  hooks  out  of  the  bones  of  animals  for  alluring 
the  hnny  tribe.  Where  now  are  feriile  fields,  upon  which  the  thrifty  farmer 
turns  his  furrow,  which  his  neighbor  takes  up  and  runs  on  until  it  reaches 
from  one  end  of  the  broad  State  to  the  other,  and  vrhere  ar'e  tiocks  and  herds, 
rejoicing  in  rich  meadows,  gladdened  by  abundant  fountains,  or  reposing  at  the 
heated  noontide  beneath  ample  shade,  not  a blow  had  been  struck  against  the 
giants  of  the  forest,  the  soil  rested  in  virgin  purity,  the  streams  glided  on  in 
majesty,  unvesed  by  wheel  and  unchoked  by  device  of  man. 

Where  now  the  long  train  rushes  on  witli  the  speed  of  the  wind  over 
plain  and  mead,  across  streams  and  under  mountains,  awakening  the  echoes  of 
the  hills  the  h',ng  day  through,  and  at  the  midnight  hour  screaming  out  its 
shrill  whistle  in  fiery  defiance,  the  wild  native,  vvdth  a fox  skin  wrapped  about 
his  loins  and  a few  feathers  stuck  in  his  hair,  issuing  from  his  rude  hut,  trot- 
ted on  in  his  forest  path,  followed  by  his  squaw  with  her  infant  peering  forth 
from  the  rough  sling  at  her  back,  pointed  his  canoe,  fashioned  fi'om  the- barks 
of  the  trees,  across  the  deep  river,  knowing  the  puegress  of  time  only  by  the 
rising  and  setting  sun,  troubled  by  no  meridians  for  its  index,  starting  on  his 
way  v.’hen  his  nap  was  ended,  and  stopping  for  re.st  when  a spot  was  reacl.ed 
that  pleased  his  fancy.  Where  now  a swarthy  popnilation  toils  ceaselessly  deep 
down  in  the  bowels  cf  the  earth,  shut  out  trom  the  light  of  day  in  cutting  out 
the  material  that  feeds  the  fires  upon  the  forge,  and  give.s  genial  ^varmth  to  the 
lovers  as  they  chat  merrily  in  the  luxurious  drawing  room,  not  a mine  had 
been  opened,  and  the  vast  beds  of  the  black  diamond  rested  imsuuned  beneath 
the  superincumbent  mountains,  where  they  had  been  fashioned  by  theCh'eator’s 
hand.  Rivers  of  oil  seethed  through  the  impatient  and  uneasy  gases  and  vast 
pools  and  lakes  of  this  pungent,  parti -colored  iluid,  hidden  away  from  the 
coveting  eye  of  man,  guarded  well  their  own  secrets.  Not  a doixick  protruded 
its  well-balanced  form  in  the  air.  Not  a drill,  with  its  eager  eating  tooth  de- 
scended into  the  fiiiity  rock.  No  pipe  line  diverted  the  oily  tide  in  a silent, 
ceaseless  current  to  the  ocean’s  brink.  The  cities  of  iron  tanks,  filled  to  burst- 
ing, had  no  place  amidst  the  forest  solitudes.  Oil  exchanges,  with  their  vex- 
i.og  puts  and  calls,  shorts  and  longs,  bulls  and  bears,  had  not  yet  come  to  dis- 
turb the  equanimity  of  the  red  man,  as  he  smoked  the  pipe  of  peace  at  the 
council  fire.  Had  ho  once  seen  the  smoke  and  soot  of  the  new  Birmingham  of 
the  West,  or  snuffed  the  odors  of  an  oil  refinery,  ho  would  willingly  have  for- 
feited his  goodly  heritage  by  the  forest  stream  or  the  deep  llowing  liver,  and 
sought  for  himself  new  huntins:  m’ouuds  in  less  favored  regrions. 

It  was  an  unfortunate  circumstance  that  at  the  coming  of  Ea:-opeans  tlie 
territory  now  known  as  Pennsylvania  was  occupied  by  some  of  iho  most  bloody 
and  revengeful  of  the  savage  tribes.  They  were  known  nstboLonni  Lenapes, 
and  held  sway  from  the  Hudson  to  the  Potomac.  A tradition  v/as  preserved 
among  them,  that  in  a remote  age  their  ancestors  had  emigrated  eastward  from 
beyond  the  Mississippi,  exterminating  as  they  came  the  more  civilized  a.nd 
peaceful  peoples,  the  Mound- Builders  of  Ohio  and  adjacent  States,  and  who 
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were  held  among  the  tribes  I'Y  whom  tliey  were  surrounded  as  the  progenitors, 
the  grandfathers  or  oldest  people.  They  came  to  be  known  liy  Europeans  as 
the  Delawares,  a’ler  the  name  o.f  the  river  ami  its  numerous  brunches  along 
which  they  jirincipally  dwelt.  The  Mouseys  or  AVolves,  another  tribe  of  the 
Lenapes,  dwelt  upon  the  S'.isqueiu'’n.na  and  its  tributaries,  and,  by  tlieir  yrar- 
like  disposition,  won  the  credit  of  being  the  ti9rce.st  of  their  nation,  and  the 
guardians  of  the  door  to  their  council  house  from  the  Xorth. 

Occu})ying  the  greater  part  of  the  toritory  noyv  known  as  Neyv  York,  yvere 
the  five  nations — the  Senacas,  the  Mohawks,  the  Oneidas,  the  Cayugas,  and 
the  Onondagas,  yvhich,  from  their-  h.e,arty  union,  acquired  great  strength  and 
came  to  exercise  a commanding  infiacnce.  Obtaining  firearms  of  the  Dutch 
at  Albatiy,  they  repelled  the  advances  of  the  French  from  Canada,  and  by 
their  superiority  in  numbers  and  organization,  had  overcome  t.lio  Lenape.s, 
and  held  them  for  ayy'hile  in  vassalage.  The  Tu-scaroras,  a tribe  which  had 
been  expelled  from  their  home  in  North  Carolina,  were  adopted  by  the  FiveNa- 
tionsin  1712,  and  from  this  time  forward  these  tribes  were  known  to  the  English 
as  the  Six  Nations,  called  by  the  Lenapes,  I\ lingoes,  and  by  the  Freacl),  Iroquois. 
There  yvas,  therefore,  properly  a United  Siate.s  before  the  thirteen  colonies 
achieve^l  their  ir.depcndt'ace.  The  person  and  character  of  these  tribes  were 
marked.  They  were  above  the  ordinary  stature,  erect,  bold,  aud  commanding, 
of  great  decorum  in  council,  aud  when  aroused  showing  native  eloquence.  In 
yvar.fare,  they  exhibited  all  the  bloodthirsty,  revengeful,  cruel  instincts  of  the 
eavage,  and  for  the  attainment  of  their  piu'poses  yvere  treacherous  a.nd  crafty. 

The  Indian  charaettr,  as  uevelo[)ed  by  intercourse  with  Europeans,  exhibits 
some  traits  that  are  peculiar  YYliile  coveting  yvhat  they  sayv  that  pleased 
them,  and  thievish  to  the  last  degree,  they  yvere  nevertheless  generous.  This 
may  be  accounted  for  by  their  habits.  “They  held  that  the  game  of  the  for- 
est, the  tlsh  of  the  rivers,  aud  the  grass  of  tiro  Held  yy'ere  a co.mmon  heritage, 
and  free  to  all  who  yvould  take  the  trouble  to  gather  them,  and  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  fencing  in  a meaduyy’.”  Bancroft  says:  The  hospitality  of  the  Indian 

has  rarely  been  questioned.  The  stranger  enters  his  cabin,  by  day  or  by 
nif>ht,  yvithout  askinor  leave,  and  is  entertained  as  freelv  as  a thrush  or  a 
blackbird,  that  regales  himself  on  the  luxuries  of  the  fruitful  grove.  He 
yvill  take  his  oyvn  rest  abroad,  that  he  may  give  up  his  oyvn  skin  or  mat  of 
sedge  to  his  guest.  Nor  is  the  traveler  questioned  as  to  the  ]>urpose  of  his 
visit.  He  chooses  his  own  time  freely  to  deliver  his  message.’’  Penn,  yvho, 
from  frequent  intercourse  came  to  knoyv  them  yvell,  in  his  letter  to  the  society 
of  Free  Traders,  says  of  them:  “In  liberality  they  excel;  nothing  is  too  good 
for  their  friend.  Hive  them  a fine  gun,  coat  or  other  thing,  it  may  pass 
tyventy  hands  before  it  sticks;  light  of  heart,  atro.ng  affections,  but  soon  spent. 
The  most  merry  creatures  that  live;  feast  and  dance  perpetually.  They  never 
have  much  nor  yvant  much.  ^Vealth  circulateth  like  the  blood.  All  parts 
partake;  and  though  none  shall  want  yvhat  another  hath,  yet  exact  observers 
of  property.  Some  Kings  have  sold,  others  presented  mo  with  several  parcels 
of  land.  The  ]>ay  or  presents  I made  them,  yvere  not  hoarded  by  the  particu- 
lar owners,  but  the  neighboring  King.s  and  clans  being  present  when  the 
goods  yvere  brought  out.  the  parties  chielly  concerned  consulted  yvhat  and  to 
wffom  they  should  give  them.  To  every  King,  then,  by  the  hands  of  a per- 
son for  that  yvork  appointed  is  a proportion  sent,  so  sorted  and  folded,  and 
v/ith  that  gravity  that  is  adiidrable.  Then  that  King  subdivideth  it  in  like  man- 
ner among  hi.s  depend ents,  they  Imrdly  leaving  themselves  an  ecpial  share 
with  one  of  their  sabjocts,  and  be  it  ou  such  occasions  as  festivals,  or  at  their 
common  meaks,  the  Kings  distribute,  and  to  themselves  last.  They  care  for 
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little  because  they  ■want  but  little,  and  the  reason  is  a little  contents  them.  In 
this  they  are  suihciently  revenged  on  us.  They  are  also  free  from  our  pains. 
They  are  not  disquieted  with  bills  of  lading  and  exchange,  nor  perplexed 
with  chancery  suits  and  exchequer  reckonings.  YYe  sweat  and  toil  to  live; 
their  pleasure  feed.s  them ; 1 mean  their  hunting,  flshiu  g and  fow'iij3g,  and 
this  table  is  spread  everywhere.  They  eat  twice  a day,  morning  and  evening. 
Their  Ho.its  and  table  are  the  ground.  Since  the  Europeans  came  into  these 
parts  they  are  grown  great  lovers  of  strong  liquors,  rum  especially,  and  for  it 
exchange  the  richest  of  their  skins  and  fui's.  If  they  are  heated  with  liquons, 
they  are  restless  till  they  have  enough  to  sleep.  That  is  their  cry,  •'  Some 
more  and  I will  go  to  sleej):  ’ but  when  drunk  one  of  the  most  wretched  spec- 
tacles in  the  world.” 

On  the  2Sth  of  August,  1009,  a little  more  than  a century  from  the  time 
of  the  hr.st  discovery  of  the  Xew  'World  by  Columbus,  Hendricli:  Hudson,  an 
English  navigator,  then  in  the  employ  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Company,  liav- 
ing  been  sent  out  i.n  seai’ch  of  a northwestern  passage  to  the  Indies,  diseevered 
the  mouth  of  a great  bay,  since  known  as  Delaware  Bay,  -which  ho  entered  and 
partially  explored.  But  finding  the  waters  shallow,  and  being  satisfied  that 
this  was  only  an  arm  of  the  sea  which  received  the  waters  of  a great  river,’ 
and  not  a passage  to  the  western  ocean,  he  retired,  and,  turning  the  j'uow  of 
his  little  craft  northward,  on  the  2d  of  September,  he  discovered  the  river 
which  bears  his  name,  the  Httdson,  and  gave  several  days  to  its  examination. 
Hot  finding  a passage  to  the  W’ est,  which  wm ^ the  object  of  'his  search,  he  returned 
to  Holland,  bearing  the  evidences  of  his  adventures,  and  made  a full  report  of 
his  discoveries  in  which  he  says,  “Of  all  lands  on  which  I over  set  my  foot, 
this  is  the  best  for  tillage.” 

A proposition  had  been  made  in  the  States  General  of  Holland  to  form  a 
West  India  Company  with  purposes  similar  to  those  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany; but  the  conservative  tdement  in  the  Dutch  Congress  p'revailed,  and  while 
the  Government  was  unwilling  to  undertake  the  risks  of  an  enteipuiso  for 
which  it  would  be  re.sponsible,  it  was  not  unwilling  'to  foster  private  enter- 
prise, and  on  the  27th  of  March,  1014,  an  edict  was  passed,  granting  the 
privileges  of  trade,  in  any  of  its  possessions  in  the  New  "\Yorld,  during  four 
voyages,  founding  its  right  to  the  territory  drained  by  the  Delaware  and 
Hudson  upon  the  discoveries  by  Hudson.  Five  vessels  wore  accordingly 
fitted  by  a company  composed  of  enterprising  merchants  of  the  cities  of  Am- 
sterdam and  Hoorn,  which  made  speedy  and  prosperous  voyages  under  com- 
mand of  Cornells  Jacobson  Mey,  bringing  back  with  them  fine  furs  and  rich 
woods,  which  so  excited  cupidity  that  the  States  General  was  induced  cu  the 
34th  of  October,  1614,  to  authorize  exclusive  trade,  for  four  voyages,  e.xtend- 
ing  through  three  years,  in  the  newly  acquired  possessions,  the  edict  designat- 
ing them  as  'New  Netherlands. 

One  of  the  party  of  this  first  enterprise,  Cornelis  Houdrlckson,  was  loft 
behind  with  a vessel  called  the  Unrest,  which  had  been  built  to  supply  the 
place  of  one  accidentally  burned,  in  which  he  proceeded  to  explore  more  fully 
the  bay  and  river  Delaware,  of  which  he  made  report  that  wuvs  read  before  the 
States  General  on  the  19th  of  August,  1616.  This  rey)ort  is  curious  as  dis- 
closing the  opinions  of  the  first  actual  explorer  in  an  official  capacity:  “ He 

hath  discovered  for  his  aforesaid  masters  and  directors  certain  lands,  a bay, 
and  three  rivers,  situate  between  thirty-eight  and  forty  degrees,  and  did  their 
trade  with  the  inhabitants,  said  trade  consisting  of  sables,  furs,  robes  and 
other  skins.  He  hath  found  the  said  country  full  of  trees,  to  wit,  oaks,  hic'k- 
ory  and  pine.s,  which  trees  were,  in  some  places,  covered  with  vinos.  H-e  hatli 
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seen  in  said  couutiy  bucks  a^id  does,  turkeys  and  partridges.  He  hath  found 
the  climate  of  said  country  very  temperate,  judging  it  to  bo  as  temperate  as 
this  country,  Rolimid.  He  also  traded  for  and  bought  from  the  inhabitants, 
tlio  Minquas,  timee  persona,  being  people  belonging  to  thifj  com['nny,  which 
three  person''  were  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Mohawks  and  Macl'dcans, 
giving  for  them  kettles,  beads,  and  merchandise.” 

Thin  second  charter  of  privileges  expired  in  January,  1618,  and  daring  its 
continuance  the  knowledge  acquired  of  the  country  and  its  resources  promised 
60  much  of  success  that  the  States  General  was  ready  to  grant  broader  privi- 
leges, and  on  the  3d  of  June,  162.1,  the  Dutch  AVest  India  Company  was  in- 
corporated, to  extend  for  a period  of  twenty-four  years,  with  the  right  of 
renewal,  the  capital  stock  to  be  open  to  eub-scription  by  all.  nations,  and 
“privileged  to  trade  and  plant  colonies  in  Africa,  from  the  tropic  of  Cancer 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  in  America  from  the  Straits  of  Magellan  to  the 
remotest  north.”  The  past  glories  of  Holland,  though  occupying  but  an  in- 
significant patch  of  Europe,  emboldened  its  Government  to  pass  edicts  for  the 
colonizing  and  carrying  on  an  exclusive  trade  with  a full  lialf  of  the  entire 
world,  an  example  of  the  biting  ofl’  of  more  than  could  be  well  chewed.  But 
the  light  of  this  enterprising  people  was  beginning  to  pale  before  the  rising 
glories  of  the  stern  race  in  their  sea  girt  isle  across  the  channel.  Dissensions 
were  arising  among  the  able  statesmen  who  had  heretofore  guided  its  afi'airs, 
and  befo.re  the  periods  promi.^ed  in  the  original  charter  of  this  colonizing  com- 
pany had  expired,  i+s  supremacy  of  the  sea  was  successfully  resisted,  and  its 
exclusive  rights  and  privileges  in  the  New  World  had  to  be  relinqui.shed. 

The  principal  object  in  establishing  this  AVest  India  Company  was  to 
secure  a good  dividend  upon  the  capital  stock,  which  was  subscribed  to  by  tire 
rich  old  burgomasters.  The  fine  furs  and  products  of  the  forests,  which  had 
been  t.aken  back  to  Holland,  had  proved  profitablo.  But  it  \vas  seen  that  if 
this  trade  was  to  be  permanently  secured,  in  face  of  the  active  comj>etition  of 
other  nations,  and  these  commodities  steadily  depended  upon,  permanent  set- 
tlements musr  be  provided  for.  Accordingly,  in  1623,  a colony  of  about  forty 
families,  embracing  a party  of  AValloons,  prctestant  fugitives  from  Belgium, 
Bailed  for  the  new  province,  under  the  leadership  of  Cornelis  Jacobsen  Mey  and 
Joriz  Tienpont.  Soon  after  their  arrival,  Mey,  who  had  been  invested  with 
the  power  of  Director  General  of  all  the  territory  claimed  by  the  Dutch,  see- 
ing, no  doubt,  the  evidences  of  some  permanence  on  the  Hudson,  determined 
to  take  these  honest  minded  and  devoted  AValloons  to  the  South  IHver.  or  Del- 
aware, that  he  might  also  gain  for  his  country  a foothold  there.  The  testi- 
mony of  one  of  the  women.  Catalina  Tricho,  who  was  of  the  party,  is 
curious,  and  sheds  some  light  upon  this  point.  “ That  she  came  to  this  prov- 
ince either  in  the  year  1623  or  1624,  and  that  four  women  came  along  w'th 
her  in  the  same  ship,  in  which  Gov.  Arien  Jorissen  came  also  over,  which  four 
women  were  married  at  sea.  and  that  they  and  their  husbands  stayed  about 
three  weeks  at  this  place  (Manhattan)  and  then  they  with  eight  seamen  more, 
went  in  a vessel  by  orders  of  the  Dutch  Governor  to  Delaware  Diver,  and 
there  settled.”  Ascending  the  Delaware  some  fifty  miles,  Aley  landed 
on  the  eastern  shore  near  v/here  now  is  the  town  of  Gloucester,  and  built  a 
fort  which  he  called  Nassau.  Having  duly  installed  his  little  colony,  he  re- 
turned to  Manhattan;  but  beyond  the  building  of  the  fort,  which  served  as  a 
trading  post,  this  attempt  to  plant  a colony  wfis  futile;  for  these  religious 
zealots,  tiring  of  the  solitude  in  which  they  were  left,  after  a few  momhs 
abandoned  it,  and  returned  to  their  a.ssooiates  whom  they  had  left  upoja  the 
Hudson.  Though  not  successful  in  establishing  a permanent  colony  upon  the 
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Delaware,  ships  plied  regularly  between  the  fort  and  Manhattan,  and  this 
became  the  rallying  point  for  the  Indians,  who  brought  thither  their  commodi- 
ties for  ti-ade.  At  about  thi.s  time,  1020,  llie  island  of  Manhattan  estimateil 
to  contain  22,000  acres,  on  which  now  stands  the  city  of  New  York  wilii  its 
busy  population,  surrounded  by  its  forests  of  masts,  was  bought  for  the  iusig- 
niticant  sum  of  sixty  guilders,  about  $24,  what  would  now  pay  for  Bcarcely  a 
sfpiare  inch  of  some  of  that  very  soil.  As  an  evidence  of  the  thrift  which  iiad 
begun  to  mark  the  progress  of  the  colouy,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  good  ship 
“ The  Arms  of  Amsterdam,’’  which  bore  the  intelligence  of  this  fortunate  y>ur- 
chaso  to  the  assembly  of  the  XIX  in  Holland,  bore  also  in  the  language  of 
O’Calaghau,  the  histarian  of  New'  Netherlaiid,  the  “information  that  the  col- 
ony Avas  in  a most  prosperous  state,  aud  that  the  women  and  the  soil  W'ere 
both  fruitful.  To  prove  the  latter  fact,  samples  of  the  recent  harvest,  consist- 
ing of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  buckwheat,  canary  seed,  tvere  sent  forward, 
together  with  8,130  beaver  skins,  valued  at  over  45,000  guilders,  or  nearly 
$19,000.”  It  is  accorded  l)y  another  hislorian  that  this  same  ship  bore  also 
“ 853|  otter  skins,  eighty-one  mink  skins,  thirty-six  w'ild  cat  skins  and  thirty-four 
rat  skins,  with  a quantity  of  oak  and  hickory  timber.”  From  this  it  may  be 
seen  what  tiie  commodities  were  which  formed  the  subjects  of  trade.  Doubt- 
less of  wharf  rats  Holland  had  enough  at  home,  but  the  oak  aud  hickory  tim- 
ber came  at  a time  when  there  was  sore  need  of  it. 

I’indii'g  that  the  charter  of  privileges,  enacted  in  1G21,  did  not  give  suffi- 
cient encouragement  and  promise  of  security  to  actual  settlers,  fuidher  con- 
cessions were  made  in  1029,  whereby  “ all  such  persons  as  shall  appear  and 
desire  the  same  from  the  company,  shall  be  acknowledged  as  Patroons  [a  soi  t 
of  feudal  lord]  of  New  Netherland,  who  shall,  within  the  space  of  fom-  vears 
next  after  they  have  given  notice  to  any  of  the  chambers  of  the  company  here, 
or  to  the  Commander  or  Council  there,  undertake  to  jdant  a colouy  there  of 
lifty  souls,  upward  of  fifteen  years  old;  one-fourt’n  part  within  one  year,  and 
within  three  years  after  sending  the  first,  making  together  four  years,  the  re- 
mainder, to  the  full  number  of  fifty  persons,  to  be  shipped  from  hence,  on  pain, 
in  case  of  willful  neglect,  of  being  deprived  of  the  privileges  obtained.”  * * 

“ The  Patroons,  by  virtue  of  their  power,  shall  be  permitted,  at  such  places  as  they 
shall  settle  their  colonies,  to  extend  their  limits  four  miles  along  the  shore,  or 
two  miles  on  each  side  of  a river,  and  so  far  into  the  country  as  the  situation 
of  the  occupiers  will  permit,” 

Stimulated  by  these  flattering  promises,  Goodyn  and  Bloemmaert,  two 
wealthy  aud  influential  citizens,  through  their  agents — Heyser  and  Co.ster— 
secured  by  purchase  from  the  Indians  a tract  of  land  on  the  western  shore, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  sixteen  miles  in  length  along  the  bay  front,  and 
extending  sixteen  miles  back  into  the  country,  giving  a square  of  25(3  miles. 
Goodyn  immediately  gave  notice  to  the  company  of  their  intention  to  plant  a 
colony  on  their  newly  acquired  territory  as  patroons.  They  were  joined  by  an 
experienced  navigator,  De  Vries,  and  on  the  12th  of  December,  1G30,  a vessel, 
the  Walrus,  under  command  of  De  Vries,  was  dispatched  with  a company  of 
settlers  and  a stock  of  cattle  and  farm  im[)lements,  which  arrived  safely  in 
the  Delaware.  Do  Vries  landed  about  three  leagues  within  the  capes,  “ near 
the  entrance  of  a fine  navigable  stream,  called  the  Hoarkill,”  where  he  pro- 
ceeded to  build  a house,  well  surrounded  with  cedar  palisades,  which  served 
the  purpose  of  fort,  lodgiug  house,  aud  trading  post.  The  little  settlement, 
which  consisted  of  about  thirty  persons,  was  christened  by  the  high  sounding 
title  of  Zw'anendal— Valley  of  Swans.  In  the  spring  they  pre[)ared  their  fields 
and  planted  them,  aud  Do  Vries  retuimed  to  Holland,  to  make  report  of  hia 
proceedings. 
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But  a sad  fate  awaited  the  little  colouy  at  Zwanendal.  In  accordance  with 
the  custom  of  European  n'dions,  the  commandant,  on  taking  possession  of  the 
now  jmrehase,  erected  a po~t,  and  afdxed  thereto  a [)iece  of  tin  on  which  was 
traced  the  arms  of  Holland  and  a legend  of  occupancy.  An  Indian  chieftain, 
passing  that  way,  attracted  by  the  shining  ruotai,  and  not  understanding  the 
object  of  the  inscription,  and  not  having  the  fear  of  their  high  mightinesses, 
the  Stat<'s  General  of  lloliand  befoi’e  his  eyes,  tore  it  down  and  proceeded  to 
make  for  himself  a tobacco  pipe,  considering  it  yaluabie  both  by  wa}^  of  orna- 
ment and  use.  "Wlien  this  act  of  trespass  was  discovered,  it  was  regarded  by 
the  doughty  Dutchman  as  a direct  insult  to  the  great  State  of  Holland,  and 
£0  great  an  ado  was  raised  over  it  that  the  simple  minded  natives  became 
frightened,  believing:  that  their  chief  had  committed  a mortal  offense,  and  in 
the  strength  and  sincerity  of  their  friendship  immediately  proceeded  to  dis- 
patch the  offending  chieftain,  and  brought  the  bloody  emblems  of  their  deed  to 
the  head  of  the  colony.  This  act  excited  the  anger  of  the  relatives  of  the  mur- 
dered man,  and  in  accordance  wuth  Indian  law,  they  awaited  the  chance  to 
take  revenge,  O’Calaghau  gives  the  following  account  of  this  bloody  massa- 
cre which  ensued:  ‘*The  colony  at  Zwanendal  consisted  at  this  time  of  thirty- 
fonr  persons.  Of  these,  thirty- two  w'ore  one  day  at  work  in  the  fields,  while 
Commissary  Hosset  remained  in  charge  of  the  house,  'where  another  of  the  .set- 
tlers lay  sick  abed.  A large  bull  dog  -was  chained  out  of  doors.  On  pretence 
of  selling  some  furs,  three  savages  entered  the  house  and  murdered  Hosset 
and  the  sick  man.  Tney  found  it  not  so  easy  to  dispatch  the  mastiff.  It  was 
not  until  they  had  pierced  him  with  at  least  twenty-hve  arrows  that  he  wa.s 
destroyed.  The  men  in  the  fields  were  then  set  on,  in  an  equally  treacherous 
manner,  under  the  guise  of  friendship,  and  every  man  of  them  slain.”  Thus 
was  a worthless  bit  of  tin  the  cause  of  the  cutting  off  and  utter  extermination 
of  the  infant  colony. 

De  Vries  was  upon  the  point  of  returning  to  Zwanendal  when  ho  received 
intimation  of  disaster  to  the  settlers.  IVith  a largo  vessel  and  a yacht,  ho  set 
sail  on  the  24th  of  May,  1G32,  to  carry  succor,  provided  with  the  means  of 
prosecuting  the  whale  tishery  which  he  had  been  led  to  believe  might  bo  made 
very  proftable,  and  of  pushing  the  production  of  grain  and  tobacco.  On  ar- 
riving in  the  Delaware,  ho  fired  a signal  gun  to  give  notice  of  his  approach. 
The  report  echoed  thrcugl'  the  forest,  but,  alas!  the  ears  which  would  h.ive 
been  gladened  with  the  sound  were  heavy,  and  no  answering  salute  came  from 
the  shore.  On  landing,  he  found  his  house  destroyed,  the  palisades  burned, 
and  the  skulls  and  !)ones  of  his  murdered  countrymen  besHewing  the  earth, 
sad  relics  of  the  little  settlement,  which  had  promised  so  fairly,  aiad  warning 
tokens  of  the  barbarism  of  the  natives. 

De  Vries  knew  that  he  was  in  no  position  to  attempt  to  punish  the  guilty 
parties,  and  hence  determined  to  pursue  an  entirely  pacific  policy.  At  his 
invitation,  the  Indians  gathered  in  with  their  chief  for  a conference.  Sitting 
down  in  a circle  beneath  the  shadows  of  the  somber  forest,  their  Sachem  in 
the  centre,  De  Vries,  without  alluding  to  their  previous  acts  of  savagery, 
concluded  with  theui  a treaty  of  peace  and  friendship,  and  presented  them  in 
token  of  ratiticatio?!,  “some  duffels,  bullets,  axes  and  Nuremburg  trinkets.” 

In  place  of  finding  his  colony  with  plent}  of  provisions  for  the  immediate 
needs  of  his  party,  he  could  got  nothing,  and  began  to  bo  in  want.  He  accord- 
ingly sailed  up  the  river  in  quest  of  food.  The  natives  were  ready  with 
their  furs  for  barter,  Vmt  they  had  no  sup]>lies  of  food  with  which  they  wished 
to  part.  Game,  however,  was  plenty,  and  wild  turkeys  were  brought  in  weigh- 
ing over  thirty  pounds.  One  morning  after  a frosty  night,  while  the  little 
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craft  wag  up  the  stream,  the  party  was  astnni.ghoLt  to  find  the  waters  frozen 
over,  and  their  ship  fast  in  the  ice.  Judgiii;^"  by  the  mild  climate  of  their  own 
country,  Holland,  they  did  not  suppose  this  possible.  For  several  weeks  they 
were  held  fa.st  without  the  power  to  move  their  floating  home.  Being  in  need 
of  a better  variety  of  food  than  ho  found  it  possible  to  obtain,  De  Vries  sailed 
away  with  a part  of  his  follo’wers  to  Virginia,  whore  he  was  hospitably  enter- 
tained by  the  Governor,  who  sent  a present  of  goats  as  a token  of  friendship  to 
the  Dutch  Governor  at  Mi  nhattan.  F^pon  his  return  to  the  Delaware,  ,T?e 
Vries  found  that  the  party  he  had  left  behind  to  prosecute  the  whale  flshej-y 
had  only  taken  a few  small  ones,  and  these  so  poor  that  the  amount  of  oil  ob- 
tained was  insigmflcant.  He  had  been  induced  to  embark  in  the  enterprise  of 
a settlement  here  by  lire  glittering  prospect  of  prosecuting  the  whale  tisheiw 
along  the  shore  at  a great  profit.  Judging  by  this  experience  that  the  hope 
of  great  gains  from  this  source  was  groundless,  and  doubtless  haunted  by  a 
superstitious  dread  of  making  their  homes  amid  the  relics  of  the  settlers  of  the 
previous  year,  and  of  plowing  fields  enriched  by  their  blood  who  had  been 
so  utterly  cut  off,  and  a horror  of  dwelling  amongst,  a people  so  revengeful  and 
savage,  De  Vries  gatiiered  all  together,  and  taking  his  entire  party'  with  him 
sailed  away  to  ^lanhattan  and  thence  home  to  Holland,  abandoning  utterly  the 
settlement. 

The  Dutch  still  however  sought  to  maintain  a foothold  upon  the  Dela- 
ware, and  a fierce  contention  having  sprung  up  between  the  jrowerful  patroons 
and  the  Director  General,  and  they'  having  agi-eed  to  settle  differences  by 
the  company  authorizing  the  psu'chaso  of  the  claims  of  the  patroons,  those  upon 
the  Delaware  were  sold  for  15,600  guilders.  Fort  Xassau  was  ac<!ordingly  re- oc- 
cupied and  manned  with  a small  military  force,  and  when  a party  fiom  Con- 
necticut Colony  came,  under  one  Holmes  to  make  a settlement  upon  the  Dela- 
ware, the  Dutch  at  Nassau  were  found  too  strong  to  be  subdued,  and  Holmes 
and  his  party  were  compelled  to  surrender,  and  were  sent  as  prisoners  of  war 
to  Manhattan. 


CHAPTER  II. 

Sir  ‘William  Keift,  1638-47— Peter  Mixuit,  163S-41-— Peter  Hollaxd.ver,  1641-13— 
JoHX  Prixtz,  1648-53— Peter  Stuyyesant,  1647-64 — John  Pappagota,  1053-54 — 
JoHH  Claude  Kvsingii,  1654-55. 

\ T this  period,  the  throne  of  Sweden  was  occupied  by  Gustavus  Adolphus, 
a monarch  of  the  most  enlightened  views  and  heroic  valor.  Seeing  the 
activity  of  surrounding  nations  in  sending  out  colonies,  he  proposed  to  his 
people  to  found  a commonwealth  in  the  New  World,  not  for  the  mere  purpose 
of  gain  by  trade,  but  to  set  up  a refuge  for  the  oppressed,  a place  of  religious 
liberty  and  happy  homes  that  should  prove  of  advantage  to  ‘‘all  oppressed 
Christendom.”  Accordingly,  a company  with  ample  privi leges  was  incorpo- 
rated by  the  Swedish  Government,  to  which  the  King  himself  pledged  §400,000 
of  the  royal  treasure,  and  men  of  every  rank  and  nationality'  were  invited  to 
join  in  the  enteqwise.  Gustavus  desired  not  that  his  colony  .should  depend 
upon  serfs  or  slaves  to  do  the  rough  work.  “ Slaves  cost  a great  deal,  labor 
with  reluctance,  and  soon  perish  from  hard  usage.  The  Swedish  nation  is 
laborious  and  intelligent,  and  surely  we  shall  gain  more  by  a free  people  with 
wives  and  children.” 
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In  the  meantime,  the  fruits  of  the  reformation  in  Germany  were  menaeeil, 
and  tbo  Swedish  morun'ch  determined  to  unsheaih  his  sword  and  lead  his 
jioople  to  the  aid  of  'drotestan  faith  in  the  land  where  its  standard  had  been 
successfully  raised.  At  the  battle  of  LiUzen,  where  for  the  cause  which  he  had 
espoused,  a signal  victory  was  gained,  the  illustrious  monarch,  in  the  Mower 
01  life,  recoivf'd  a mortal  wound.  Ihevious  to  the  battle,  and  while  engaged  in 
r.cviie  jircparations  for  the  great  struggle,  he  remembered  the  interests  of  his 
contenijilated  colony  in  America,  and  in  a most  earnest  manner  commended 
the  enterprise  to  the  people  of  Gennanjn 

O.vaustiern,  the  minister  of  Gustavus,  upon  whom  the  weight  of  govern- 
ment devolved  during  the  minority  of  the  young  daughter,  Christina,  declared 
that  ho  was  but  the  executor  of  the  will  of  the  fallen  Eing,  and  exerted  him- 
self to  further  the  interests  of  a colony  which  he  believed  'would  bo  favorable  to 
“all  C'bristendom,  to  Europe,  to  the  whole  world.”  Foim  years  however 
elapsed  before  the  project  was  brought  to  a successful  issue.  Peter  Minuit, 
who  had  for  a time  been  Governor  of  Xew  Xetherlaiids,  havij'ig  been  displaced, 
sought  employment  in  the  Swedish  company,  and  was  given  the  command  of 
the  .first  colony.  Two  ves-sels,  the  Ivey  of  Calmar  and  the  Griffin,  early  in  the 
year  1538,  with  a company  o'f  Swedes  and  Fins,  made  their  way  across  the 
stormy  Atlantic  and  arrived  safely  in  the  Delaware.  They  ])urchased  of  the 
Indians  the  lauds  from  the  ocean  to  the  fails  of  Trenton,  and  at  the  mouth  of 
Christina  Creek  erected  a fort  which  they  called  Christina,  after  the  name  of 
the  youthful  Queen  of  Sweden.  The  soil  W’as  fruitful,  the  climate  mild,  and 
the  scenery  picturesque.  Compai'eil  with  many  parts  of  Finland  and  Sweden, 
it  was  a Paradise,  a name  which  had  been  given  the  ]>oint  at  the  entrance  of 
the  bay.  As  tidings  of  the  .satisfaction  of  the  first  emigrants  w’ere  borne  back 
to  the  fatherland,  the  desire  to  seek  a home  in  the  new'  country  spread  rap- 
idly, and  the  ships  sailing  were  unable  to  take  the  many  families  seeking  pas- 
sage. 

The  Dutch  were  in  actual  possession  of  Fort  Nassau  w'hen  the  Swedes 
first  arrived,  and  though  they  continued  to  hold  it  and  to  seek  the  trade  of  the 
Indians,  yet  the  artful  Minuit  was  more  than  a match  for  them  in  Indian  bar- 
ter. IVilliam  Iveift,  the  Governor  of  New  Netherland,  entered  a vigorous 
protest  against  the  encz'oachments  of  the  Swedes  upion  Dutch  territory,  in 
which  he  said  “this  has  been  our  property'  for  many  years,  occupied  wdth 
forls  and  sealed  by  our  blood,  which  also  was  done  when  thou  wast  in  the 
service  of  New  Netherland,  and  is  therefore  well  known  to  thee.”  But  Minuit 
pushed  forward  the  work  upon  his  fort,  regardless  of  protest,  trusting  to  the 
ro.spect  which  the  flag  of  Sweden  had  inspired  in  the  hands  of  Banner  and 
Torstensen.  For  more  than  a year  no  tidings  were  had  from  Sweden,  and  no 
supplies  from  any  source  were  obtained;  and  while  the  fruits  of  their  labors 
W’ere  abundant  there  were  many  articles  of  diet,  medicines  and  apparel,  the 
lack  of  which  they  began  to  sorely  feel.  So  pressing  had  the  want  become, 
that  application  had  been  made  to  the  authorities  at  Manhattan  for  permission 
to  remove  thither  with  all  their  effects.  But  on  the  very  day  before  that  on 
which  they  were  to  embark,  a ship  from  Sweden  richly  laden  with  provisions, 
cattle,  seeds  and  merchandise  for  barb-rwith  the  natives  came  joyfully  to  their 
relief,  and  this,  the  first  permanent  settlement  on  soil  where  now' are  the  States 
of  Delawai  e and  Pennsylvania,  was  spared.  The  success  and  prosperity  of  the 
colony  during  the  tu-st  few  years  of  its  existence  was  largely  due  to  the  skill 
and  policy  of  Minuit,  w’ho  preserved  the  friendship  of  the  natives,  avoided  an 
open  contlict  with  tbo  Dutch,  and  so  prosecuted  trade  that  the  Dutch  Governor 
reported  to  his  government  that  trade  had  fallen  off’  30,000  beavers.  Minuit 
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was  at  the  I'.ead  of  the  colony  for  about  three  years,  and  died  in  the  midst 
of  the  people  whom  he  had  led 

J-Iinuit  \ras  succeeded  in  the  government  by  PetcT  IJollandaer,  who  had 
previously  gone  in  charge  of  a company  of  emigr-ants,  and  v,'ho  was  now,  in 
1641,  commissioned.  The  goodly  lands  upon  the  Dehiv  are  were  a constant 
attraction  to  the  eye  of  the  adventurer;  a party  from  Comteclicut,  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Robert  C'ogswei!,  came,  and  squatted  without  authority  vqionthe  site 
of  the  present  town  of  Salem,  N.  J.  Another  company  had  proceeded  up  the 
river,  and,  entering  the  Schuylkill,  had  planted  themselves  upon  its  bauks. 
The  settlement  of  the  Swedes,  backed  as  it  was  by  one  o.f  the  most  power.Cul 
nations  of  Europe,  the  Governor  of  New  Netherlaud  was  not  disposed  to 
molest;  but  when  these  irresponsible  wandering  adventurers  came  sailing  past 
their  forte  and  boldly  planted  themselves  upon  the  most  eligible  sites  and  fer- 
tile lands  in  their  territory,  the  Dutch  determined  to  asrarzne  a hostile  front, 
and  to  drive  them  away.  Accordingly,  Gen.  Jan  Jansen  Van  Ilpendam — his 
very  name  was  enough  to  frighten  away  the  oraigiants — war.  sent  v/ith  two 
vessels  and  a military  force,  who  routed  the  party  upon  the  Schuylkill,  destrov- 
ing  their  fort  and  giving  them  a taste  of  the  punishment  that  was  likely  to  bo 
meted  out  to  them,  if  this  e3;periment  of  trespass  v?as  repeated.  The  Swedes 
joined  the  Dutch  in  breaking  up  the  settlement  at  Salem  and  driving  away  the 
New  England  intruders. 

In  1042,  Hollandaer  was  succeeded  in  the  government  of  the  Swedish 
d.'olony  by  John  Rrintz,  wdiose  instructions  for  the  management  of  affairs  were 
drawn  wuth  much  care  by  the  officers  of  the  compaoy  in  Stocidiolm.  “ He  was, 
first  of  all,  TO  maintain  friendly  relations  with  the  Indians,  and  by  the  advan- 
tage of  low^  prices  hold  their  <rade.  His  next  care  was  to  cultivate  enough 
grain  for  the  wants  of  the  colonists,  and  when  this  was  insured,  turn  h.is  atten- 
tion io  the  culture  of  tobacco,  the  raising  of  cattle  and  sheep  of  a good  species, 
the  culture  of  the  grape,  and  the  raising  of  silk  worms.  The  manufacture  of 
salt  by  evaporation,  and  the  search  for  metals  and  minerals  were  to  be  prose- 
cuted, and  inquiry  into  the  establishment  of  fisheries,  with  a view  to  profit, 
especially  the  whale  fishery,  was  to  be  made.”  It  will  be  seen  from  these  in- 
structions that  the  far-sighted  Swedish  statesmen  had  formed  an  exalted  con- 
ception of  the  resources  of  the  nsTv  country,  and  had  figured  to  iheraselves 
great  possibilities  from  its  futui’e  development.  Visions  of  rich  silk  products, 
of  the  precious  metals  and  gems  from  its  mines,  flocks  upon  a thousand  hills 
that  should  rival  in  the  softness  of  tlieir  dowmy  fleeces  the  best  products  of  the 
Indian  looms,  and  the  luscious  clusters  of  the  vine  that  could  make  glad  the 
palate  of  the  epicure  tilled  their  imaginations, 

V ith  tw'O  vessels,  the  Stoork  and  Renown,  Printz  set  sail,  and  arrived  at 
Fort  Christina  on  the  15th  of  February,  1643.  He  was  bred  to  the  profession 
of  arms,  and  was  doubtless  selected  with  an  eye  to  his  ability  to  holding  posses- 
sion of  the  land  against  the  conflict  that  was  lik'^ly  to  arise.  He  had  been  a 
Lieutenant  of  cavalry,  and  was  Avithal  a man  of  p.rodigious  proportions,  “ Tvho 
weighed,”  according  to  De  Vries,  “ upward  of  400  pounds,  and  drank  three 
drinks  at  every  meal.”  He  entertained  exalted  notions  of  his  dignity  asGovern- 
o."  of  the  colony,  and  prepared  to  establish  himself  in  his  now  dominions  with 
some  degi'oe  of  magniflcence.  He  brought  with  him  from  Sweden  the  bricks 
to  be  used  for  the  construction  of  his  royal  divelling.  ITjiou  an  inspection  of 
the  settlement,  he  detected  the  inherent  weakness  of  the  location  of  Fort 
Christina  for  commanding  the  navigation  of  the  river,  and  selected  the  island 
of  Tinacum  for  the  site  of  a now'  fort,  called  New  Gottenburg,  which  was 
speedily  erected  and  made  strong  with  huge  hemlock  logs.  In  the  midst  of 
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tlie  island,  be  built  his  royal  residence,  which  was  siiri-ounded  with  trees  and 
slmbbory.  He  erected  another  fort  near  the  inouih  of  Salem  Creek, 
called  Ehdnborg,  which  lie  mounted  with  eight  brass  twelve-pouudors, 
and  garrisoned.  Here  all  ships  ascending  the  river  were  brought  to, 
and  reqaired  to  await  a permit  froai  the  G'overnor  before  pr-oceeding 
to  their  destination.  Gen.  Yan  Ilpendam,  who  had  been  sent  to  drive 
uway  the  intruders  from  Neiv  England,  had  remained  after  eiecuting 
his  commission  as  commandant  at  Fort  Nassau;  but  having  incurred  the  dis- 
pleasure of  Director  Iveift,  ho  had  been  displaced,  and  was  sncceedod  by  An- 
dreas Huddo,  a crafty  and  politic  agent  of  the  Dutch  Governor,  who  had  no 
sooner  arrived  and  become  settled  in  Ins  place  than  u contiict  of  authority 
sprang  up  between  himself  and  the  Swedish  Governor.  Dutch  settlers  secured 
a p'ant  of  land  on  the  west  bank  of  Delaware,  and  obtained  possession  liy  pur- 
chase from  the  Indians.  This  procedm-e  kindled  the  wrath  of  Priutz,  who 
tore  down  the  ensign  or  the  company  w’hich  had  been  erected  in  token  of 
the  power  of  Holland,  and  declared  that  ho  would  have  pulled  dovru  the 
colors  of  their  High  Mightinesses  bad  thej'  been  erected  on  this  the  Swed- 
ish soil.  That  there  might  be  no  mistake  about  his  claim  to  authority,  the 
testy  Governor  issued  a manifesto  to  his  rival  on  the  opposite  bank,  in  which 
were  the.se  explicit  declarations: 

“ Andreas  Hudde!  I remind  you  again,  by  this  v, mitten  warning,  to  discon- 
tinue the  injirries  of  vrhic.h  you  have  been  guilty  against  the  Royal  Majesty 
of  Sweden,  my  n.ost  gracious  Q,ueen;  against  Her  Royal  Majesty’s  rights,  ])re- 
tensions,  soil  and  land,  without  showing  the  least  respect  to  the  Royal  Majes- 
ty’s magnificence,  reputation  and  dignity;  and  to  do  so  no  more,  considering 
how  little  it  would  be  becoming  Her  Royal  Majesty  to  bear  such  gross  violence, 
and  what  great  disasters  might  originate  from  it,  yea,  might  be  expected. 

* * All  this  I can  freely  bring  forward  in  my  own  defense,  to  exculpate  mo 

from  all  futore  calamities,  of  which  wo  give  you  a warniug,  and  place  it  at 
your  account.  Doted  New  Gothenburg,  3d  September,  stil,  veteri  1G-J6.” 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  repetition  of  the  high  sounding  epithets  applied 
to  the  Queen,  that  Priutz  had  a very  exalted  idea  of  his  own  position  as  the 
Vicegerent  of  the  Swedish  monarch.  Hudde  responded,  saying  in  reply:  “ The 
place  we  possess  we  hold  in  just  deed,  perhaps  before  the  name  of  South  River 
was  heard  of  in  Sweden.”  This  paper,  upon  its  presentation,  Printz  filing  to 
the  ground  in  contempt,  and  when  the  messenger,  who  bore  it,  demanded  an 
answer,  Printz  unceremoniously  threw  him  out  doors,  and  seizing  a gun  would 
have  dispatched  the  Dutchraau  had  he  not  been  arrested;  and  whenever  any  of 
.Hudde's  men  visited  Tiuienm  they  were  sure  to  l>e  abused,  and  frequently  came 
back  “ bloody  and  bruised.”  Hudde  urged  rights  acquired  by  prior  posses- 
sion, but  Printz  answered:  “The  devil  was  the  oldest  posse.ssor  in  hell,  yet  he, 
notwithstanding,  would  sometimes  admit  a younger  one.”  A vessel  which  bad 
come  to  the  Delaware  from  Alanhattan  with  goods  to  barter  to  the  Indians,  was 
brought  to,  and  ordered  away.  In  vain  did  Huddo  plead  the  rights  acquired 
by  provinas  possession,  and  finally  treaty  obligations  existing  between  the 
two  nations.  Printz  was  inexorable,  and  peremptorily  ordered  iho  skipper 
away,  and  as  his  ship  was  not  provided  with  the  means  of  fighting  it.s  way  up 
past  the  frowning  battlements  of  Fort  Elsiuborg,  his  only  alternative  was  to 
return  to  Manhattan  and  report  the  result  to  his  employers. 

Peter  Stuyvesant,  a man  of  a good  share  of  native  talent  and  force  of  char- 
acter, succeeded  to  the  chief  authority  over  New  Netlicrland  in  May,  PUT. 
The  afi'airs  of  his  colony  were  not  in  an  encouraging  condition.  The  New 
England  colonies  were  crowding  upon  him  from  the  north  and  east,  and  the 
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Swedes  upon  the  South  Biver  were  occnpyiug  tlie  territory  which  the  Dutch 
for  many  years  previous  to  the  coming  of  Christina's  colony  had  claimed. 
Araid  the  thickening  complications,  Stuyvesant  had  need  of  all  his  power  of 
argument  and  executive  skill.  He  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  New  En- 
gland colonies  for  a peaceful  settlement  of  their  difficulties,  getting  the  very 
best  terms  he  could,  without  resorting  to  force;  for,  said  his  superiors,  the 
officers  of  the  company  in  Holland,  vrho  had  an  eye  to  dividends,  “War  can- 
not be  for  our  advantage;  the  New  .England  pieople  are  too  powerful  for  us.” 
A pacific  policy  v,-as  also  preserved  toward  the  Swedes.  Hudde  was  retained 
at  the  head  of  Dutch  affairs  upon  the  Delaware,  and  he  was  required  to  make 
full  x’eports  of  everything  that  was  transpiring  there  in  order  that  a clear  in- 
sight might  be  gained  of  the  policy  likely  to  be  pursued.  Stuyvesant  was  en- 
tirely too  shrewd  a politician  for  the  choleric  Print .He  recommended  to  the 
company  to  plant  a Dutch  colony  on  the  site  of  Zwanoudal  at  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  another  on  the  opposite  bank,  which,  if  eff'ectually  done,  would  com- 
mand its  navigation;  and  a third  on  tho  upper  waters  at  Be versreode,  which 
would  intercept  the  intercourse  of  the  native  population.  By  this  course  of 
active  colonizing,  Stuyvesant  rightly  calculated  that  the  Swedish  power  would 
be  circumscribed,  and  tinally,  upon  a favorable  occasion,  be  crushed  out. 

Stuyvesant,  that  ho  might  ascertain  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  Swedish 
claims  to  the  country,  and  examine  into  the  complaints  that  wore  pouring  in 
upon  him  of  wrongs  and  indignities  suffered  by  the  Dutch  at  the  hands  of  the 
Swedish  power,  in  1G51  determined  to  visit  the  .Delaware  in  his  official  capac- 
ity. He  evidently  went  in  some  state,  andPrintz,  who  was  doubtless  impressed 
with  the  condeceusion  of  tho  (Governor  of  all  New  Netherlaud  in  thus  coming, 
was  put  upon  his  good  behavior.  Stuyvesant,  by  his  address,  got  completely 
on  the  blind  side  of  the  Swedish  chief,  maintaining  the  garb  of  friendship 
and  brotherly  good-will,  and  insisting  that  the  discussion  of  rights  should  be 
carried  on  in  a peaceful  and  friendly  manner,  for  we  are  informed  that  they 
mutually  promised  “ not  to  commit  any  hostile  or  vexatious  acts  against  one 
another,  but  to  maintain  together  all  neighborly  friendship  and  correspond- 
ence, as  good  friends  and  allies  arc  bound  to  do.’’  Printz  was  thus,  by  this 
agreement,  entirely  disarmed  and  placed  at  a disadvantage;  for  the  Dutch 
Governor  took  advantage  of  the  armistice  to  acquire  lands  below  Fort  Chris- 
tina, where  he  proceeded  to  erect  a fort  only  live  miles  away,  which  he  named 
Fort  Casimir.  This  gave  the  Dutch  a foothold  upon  the  south  banlc.  and  in 
nearer  proximity  to  the  ocean  than  Fort  Christina.  Fort  Nassau  was  dis- 
mantled and  destroyed,  as  being  no  longer  of  use.  In  a conference  with  the 
Swedish  Governor,  Stuyvesant  demanded  to  see  documental  proof  of  his  right 
to  e.'.ercise  authority  upon  ho  Delaware,  and  the  compass  of  tho  lands  to 
which  the  Swedish  Government  laid  claim.  Printz  prepared  a statement  in 
which  ho  set  out  the  “Swedish  limits  wide  enough.’’  But  Stuyvesant  de- 
manded the  documents,  under  the  seal  of  tho  company,  and  characterized  this 
writing  as  a “subterfuge,”  maintaining  by  documentary  evidence,  on  his  part, 
the  Dutch  West  India  Company’s  right  to  the  soil. 

Printz  was  great  as  a blusterer,  and  preserver  of  authority  when  personal 
abuse  and  kicks  and  cuffs  could  be  resorted  to  without  the  fear  of  retaliation; 
but  no  match  in  statecraft  for  the  wily  Stuyve.sant.  To  the  plea  of  pre-occu- 
pancy he  liad  nothing  to  answer  mo.re  than  ho  had  already  clone  to  HudJe's 
messenger  respecting  the  government  of  Hades,  and  herein  was  the  cause  of 
the  Swedes  inherently  weak.  In  numbers,  too,  the  Swedes  were  feeble  com- 
pared with  the  Dutch,  who  had  ten  times  tho  population.  But  in  diplomacy 
he  Lad  been  entii'ely  overreached.  Fort  Casimir,  by  its  location,  rendered 
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the  rival  Fort  Elainborg  powerless,  and  under  plea  that  the  mosquitoes  had  be- 
come troublesome  there,  it  was  abandoned.  Discovering,  doiildless,  that  a cloud 
of  complications  was  thicbming  over  him,  which  be  would  be  unable  wdth  the 
forces  at  his  commaud  to  successfully  withstaud,  he  asked  to  be  relieved,  and. 
without  av/aitiug  an  answer  to  his  application,  depai’tod  for  Sweden,  leaving 
his  Bon-in-law,  John  Pappegoya,  who  had  previously  received  marks  of  the 
royal  favor,  and  been  invested  with  the  dignity  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  in 
supreme  authority. 

The  Swedish  company  had  by  this  time,  no  doubt,  discovered  that  forcible 
opposition  to  Sv/edish  occujjancy  of  the  soil  upon  Delaware  was  destined  soo3i 
to  come,  and  accordingly,  as  a ymecautionavy  measure,  in  November,  1653,  the 
College  of  Commerce  sent  John  Amund.son  Besch,  with  the  commission  of 
Captain  in  the  Navy,  to  superintend  the  construction  of  vessels.  Upon  his 
arrival,  he  acquired  lands  suitable  for  the  purpose  of  slii})  building,  and  set 
about  laying  his  keels.  He  was  to  have  supreme  authority  over  the  naval  force, 
and  was  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  Governor  in  protecting  the  interests  of 
the  colony,  but  in  such  a manner  that  neither  should  decide  anything  without 
consulting  the  other. 

On  receiving  the  application  of  Priritz  to  be  relieved,  the  company  ap- 
pointed John  Claude  Ptysingh,  then  Secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
as  Vice  Director  of  New  Sweden.  Pie  was  instructed  to  fortify  and  extend 
the  Swedish  possessions,  but  without  interrupting  the  friendship  existing 
with  the  English  or  Dutch.  He  was  to  use  his  power  of  persuasion  in  induc- 
ing the  latter  to  give  up  Fort  Casirair,  which  was  regarded  as  an  intrusion 
upon  Swedish  possessions,  but  without  resorting  to  hostilitie.s,  as  it  was  bettor 
to  allow  the  Dutch  to  occupy  it  than  to  have  it  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  En- 
glish, “who  are  the  more  powerful,  and,  of  course,  the  most  dangerous  in  that 
country.”  Thus  early  was  the  prowess  of  England  foreshadowed.  Gov. 
liysingh  arrived  in  the  Delaware,  on  the  last  day  of  May,  1654,  and  immediately 
demanded  the  surrender  of  l^ort  Casimir.  .Adriaen  A^an  Tionhoven,  an  aide- 
de-camp  on  the  staff  of  the  .Dutch  commandant  of  the  fort,  Vi^as  sent  on  board 
the  vessel  to  demand  of  Gov.  Rysingh  by  what  right  be  claimed  to  dis- 
possess the  rightful  occupants;  but  the  Governor  was  not  di.sposed  to  discuss 
the  matter,  and  immediately  landed  a party  and  took  possession  without  more 
opposition  than  wordy  protests,  the  .Dutch  Governor  saying,  rvhen  called  onto 
make  defense,  ‘“What  can  I do?  there  is  no  powder.”  Ily.singh,  however,  in 
justilication  of  his  course,  stated  to  Teiuhoveu,  after  he  had  gained  possession 
of  the  fort,  that  he  was  acting  under  orders  from  the  crown  of  Sweden,  whoso 
c.mbassador  ni  the  Dutch  Court,  w'hen  remonstrating  against  the  action  of  Gov. 
Stuyvesant  in  erecting  and  manning  l"ort  Casimir  had  been  assured,  by 
the  State’s  General  and  the  offices  of  the  AV'est  India  Company,  that  they  had 
not  authorized  the  erection  of  this  fort  on  Swedish  soil,  saying,  “ if  our  people 
are  in  your  Excellency’s  way,  drive  them  off'.’’  “Thereupon  the  Swedish 
Governor  slapped  Amn  Teiuhoveu  on  the  breast,  and  said,  ‘Go!  tell  your  Gov- 
ernor that.’”  As  the  capture  was  made  on  Trinity  Sunday,  the  name  was 
changed  from  Fort  Casimir  to  Fort  Trinity. 

Thus  were  the  instructions  of  the  new  Governor,  not  to  resort  to  force,  but 
to  secure  possession  of  the  fort  by  negotiation,  complied  with,  but  by  a forced 
interpretation.  For,  although  he  had  not  actually  come  to  battle,  for  the  very 
good  reason  that  tire  Dutch  had  no  powder,  and  were  not  disposed  to  use 
their  lists  against  iLre  arms,  which  the  Swedes  brandished  freely,  yet,  in  mak- 
ing his  demand  for  the  fi<rt,  be  had  put  on  the  stern  aspect  of  war. 

Stuyvesant,  on  learning  of  the  loss  of  Fort  Casimir,  sent  a messenger  to  the 
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Delaware  toinTile  Gov.  Rvs high  to  come  to  Manhattan  to  hold  friendly  confer- 
eucG  upon  the  sn.bject  of  their  difiiculties.  Thds  .Fiysirigli  refu.sed  to  do,  and  the 
Dutch  Governor,  probably  desiring  instructions  fr  om  the  heme  Governmeut  be- 
i'ure  proceeding  to  eritremities. made  a voyage  to  the  "West  Indies  for  the  purpose 
of  arranging  favorable  regulations  of  trade  witli  the  colonies,  though  without 
tlie  instructions,  or  even  the  knowledge  of  the  Slates- General.  Cromwel!, 
who  was  now  at  the  Load  of  tlie  English  nation,  by  the  policy  of  bis  ageiils, 
rendered  this  embassy  of  Stuyvesant  abortive. 

As  soon  as  information  of  the  couduct  of  Rysingh  at  Zv;anendal  was 
knov.’n  in  Holland,  the  company  lost  no  time  in  disclaiming  the  reTU'esenta- 
tions  which  ho  had  made  of  its  willingness  to  have  the  fort  turned  over  to  the 
Swedes,  and  immediately  took  measures  for  restoring  it  and  wholly  di.spossess- 
ing  the  Swedes  of  latids  upon  the  Delaware.  On  the  .IGth  of  Hoveinber,  1G55, 
the  compjany  oj'tlered  Stuyvesant  “ to  exert  every  nerve  to  avenge  the  insult, 
by  not  only  replacing  matters  on  the  Delaware  in  their  former  position,  but 
by  driving  the  Swedes  from  e^ery  side  of  the  riveiV'  fbongh  they  salrsequent- 
]y  rnodilied  this  order  in  such  manner  as  to  allow  tlie  Swedes,  after  Fort  Casi- 
mir  had  been  taken,  ‘‘to  hold  the  land  on  which  Fort  Christina  is  built,”  with 
a garden  to  cidtivato  tobacco,  because  it  appears  that  they  had  made  the  pur- 
chase with  the  previous  knowdedge  of  the  company,  thus  manifesting  a disin- 
clination to  involve  Holland  in  a war  with  Sweden.  “Two  armed  ships  were 
forthwith  commissioned;  ‘the  drum  was  beaten  daily  for  volunteers  ’ in  the 
streets  of  Amsterdam;  authority  was  sent  out  to  arm  and  equijr,  and  if  neces- 
sary to  press  into  the  company's  service  a sufficient  number  of  ships  for  the 
expedition.”  In  the  meantime.  Gov.  Eysingb,  who  had  inaugurated  his 
reign  by  so  bold  a stroke  of  policy,  determined  to  ingratiate  himself  into  the 
favor  of  the  Indians,  who  had  been  soured  in  disposition  by  the  arbi- 
trary conduct  of  the  passionate  Printz.  He  accordingly  sent  out  on  all  sides 
an  invitation  to  the  native  tribes  to  assemble  on  a certain  dav,  by  their  chiefs 
and  principal  men.  at  the  seat  of  government  on  Tinicum  Island,  to  brighten 
the  chain  of  friendship  and  renew  their  pjledges  of  faith  and  good  neighbor- 
hood. 

On  the  morning  of  tlie  appointed  day,  ten  grand  sachems  with  their  at- 
tendants came,  and  with  the  formality  characteristic  of  these  native  tribes,  the 
council  opened.  Many  and  bitter  were  the  complaints  made  against  the  Swedes 
for  wrongs  suffered  at  their  hands,  ‘‘  chief  among  which  was  that  many  of 
their  number  had  died,  plainly  pointing,  though  not  explicitly  saying  it,  to  the 
giving  of  spirituous  liquors  as  the  cause.”  The  new  Governor  had  no  answer 
to  make  to  these  complaints,  being  convinced,  probably,  that  they  were  but  too 
true.  Without  attempting  to  excuse  or  extenuate  the  past,  Eysingh  brought 
forwtu'd  the  numerous  presents  which  he  had  taken  with  him  from  Sweden  for 
the  purpose.  The  sight  of  the  pi  led- up  goods  produced  a profound  impression 
upon  the  minds  of  the  native  chieftains.  They  sat  apart  for  conference  before 
making  any  cxpre.ssion  of  their  feelings,  Haaman,  the  fast  friend  of  the  white 
man,  and  the  most  consequential  of  the  w’arriors,  according  to  Campanius, 
spoke:  “ Look,”  said  he,  ‘‘and  see  w'bat  they  have  brought  to  us.”  So  say- 

ing, ho  stroked  himself  three  times  down  the  arm,  which,  among  the  Indians, 
was  a token  of  friendship;  afterward  he  thanked  the  Swedes  on  behalf  of  his 
people  for  the  presents  they  had  received,  and  said  that  friendship  should  be 
observed  more  strictly  between  them  than  ever  before;  that  tlie  Sw'edes  and 
the  Indians  in  Gov.  Printz’s  time  were  as  one  body  and  one  heart,  striking  hi.s 
breast  as  he  spoke,  and  that  thenceforward  they  should  bo  as  one  head;  in 
token  of  which  he  took  hold  of  his  head  with  both  hands,  and  made  a motion 
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as  if  be  v;ere  lying:  <i  l^not,  anO  tliPii  ho  made  ibis  comparison:  “ That,  as  the 

calabash  was  round,  v.’ithont  any  cracic,  so  they  should  be  a compact  body  with- 
out any  fissure;  and  that  if  any  shoul-d  attempt  to  do  any  harm  to  the  Indians, 
the  Swedes  should  immediately  ijifomr  them  of  it;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
Indians  would  give  immc-diale  notice  to  the  Christians,  e\en  if  it  were  in  the 
middle  of  the  night.”  On  this  they  were  answered  that  tliat  would  bo  indeed 
a tme  and  lasting  friendship,  if  every  one  would  agree  to  it;  on  which  they 
gave  a genera!  shout  in  token  of  consent.  Inrmediateh'  on  this  the  great  gpins 
vvere  fired,  which  pleased  them  extremely,  and  they  said,  “Poo,  hoo,  hoo; 
mokcrick  picon,"  that  is  to  say  “Hear  and  believe;  the  great  guns  are  fired.” 
Rysing'h  then  produced  all  the  treaties  whicli  had  ever  been  concluded  between 
them  and  the  Swedes,  which  were  again  solemnly  confirmed.  “When  those 
who  had  signed  the  deeds  heard  their  names,  they  appeared  to  rejoice,  but, 
when  the  names  were  read  of  those  who  were  dead,  they  hung  their  heads  in 
sorrow.” 

After  the  first  ebulition  of  feeling  had  subsided  on  the  part  of  the  I)aich 
Company  at  Amsterdam,  the  winter  passed  without  anything  further  being 
done  than  issuing  the  order  to  Stuyvesant  to  proceed  against  the  Swedes.  In 
the  spring,  hovrever,  a tliirty-six-gun  brig  w'as  obtained  from  the  burgomasters 
of  Amsterdam,  wliich,  with  four  other  crafts  of  varyiiig  sizes,  was  prepared  lor 
duty,  and  the  little  fleet  set  sail  for  Isew  i>etherland.  Orders  were  given  for 
immediate  action,  though  Director  General  Stuyvesant  had  not  returned  from 
the  West  Indies.  Upon  the  arrival  of  the  vessels  at  Manhattan,  it  was  an- 
nounced that  “ if  any  lovers  of  the  prosperity  and  security  of  the  province  of 
New  Netherland  were  inclined  to  volunteer,  or  to  servo  for  reasonable)  w'ages, 
they  should  come  forward,”  and  whoever  should  lose  a limb,  or  be  maimed,  was 
assured  of  a decent  compensation.  The  merchantmen  were  ordered  to  furnish 
two  of  their  crow's,  and  the  river  boatm.en  were  to  be  impressed.  At  this  junct- 
ure a grave  question  arose;  “Shall  the  Jew’s  be  enlisted?”  It  w’as  decided 
in  the  negative;  but  in  lieu  of  service,  adult  male  Jew’s  w’ere  taxed  sixty-live 
stivers  a head  per  month,  to  be  levied  by  execution  in  case  of  refusal. 

Stuyvesant  had  now’  arrived  from  his  commercial  trip,  and  made  ready  for 
opening  the  campaign  in  earnest.  A day  of  prayer  and  thanksgiving  was  held 
to  beseech  the  favor  of  Heaven  upon  the  enterprise,  and  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1055,  with  a fleet  of  se’.en  ve.ssels  and  some  600  men,  Stuyvesant  hoisted 
sail  and  steered  for  the  Delaware.  Arrived  before  Fort  Trinity  (Casimir),  the 
Director  sent  Capt.  Smith  and  a drummer  to  summon  the  fort,  and  ordered  a 
fiauk  movement  bj*  a party  of  fifty  picked  men  to  cut  off  communication  with 
Fort  Christina  and  the  headquarters  of  Gov.  Eysingh,  Swen  Slchute,  the  com- 
mandant of  the  garrison,  asked  permission  to  communicate  with  Eysingh, 
which  W’as  denied,  and  he  was  called  on  to  prevent  bloodshed.  An  interview’ 
in  the  valley  midway  between  the  fort  and  the  Dutch  batteries  was  held,  when 
Schute  asked  to  send  an  open  letter  to  Eysingh.  This  was  denied,  and  for  a 
third  time  the  fort  w’as  summoned.  Impatient  of  delay,  and  in  no  temper  for 
parley,  the  gi'cat  guns  were  landed  and  the  Dutch  force  ordered  to  advance. 
Schute  again  asked  for  a delay  until  morning,  which  w’as  granted,  as  the  day 
was  now  well  spent  and  the  Dutch  w’ould  be  unable  to  make  the  necessary 
preparations  to  open  before  morning.  Early  on  tho  following  day, Schute  weet 
on  board  the  Dutch  flag-ship,  the  jlalance,  and  agreed  to  terms  of  surrender 
very  honorable  to  his  flag.  He  was  permitted  to  send  to  Sweden,  by  the  first 
opportunity,  the  cannuii,  nine  in  number,  belonging  to  the  crown  of  Sw’oden, 
to  march  out  of  the  fort  with  twelve  men,  as  his  body  guard,  fttlly  accoutered, 
and  colors  flying;  the  common  soldiers  to  wear  their  side  arms.  The  com- 
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mandant  at'd  other  officers  were  to  retaiu  their  private  property,  the  rmiskets 
belougiii"  to  the  crowu  were  to  be  held  nnrii  sent  for,  and  finally  the  fort  was 
to  be  surrendered,  wiili  all  the  cannon,  ammunil i'rn,  materials  and  other  goods 
belonging  to  the  West  India  Company.  The  Dutch  entered  the  fort  at  noon 
with  all  the  fcnnr;li-y  ar.d  glorious  circrimstance  of  war,  and  Dominie  Megap- 
olensis,  Chaplain  of  the  expedition,  preached  a sermon  of  thanksgiving  on  the 
followiiig  Sunday  in  lionor  of  the  great  triumph. 

"While  these  signal  events  were  transpiring  at  Casimir,  Gov.  Eysing,  at  his 
royal  residence  on  Tinicum,  was  in  utter  ignorance  that  he  was  being  desyMjiled 
of  his  power.  A detachment  of  nine  men  had  been  sent  by  the  Governor  to 
Casimir  to  re-enforce  the  garrison,  which  came  unavrares  upon  the  Dutch  lines, 
and  after  a brief  skirmish  all  but  two  were  captured.  Upon  leai'uing  that  the 
fort  was  invested,  Factor  EHswyck  was  sent  with  a Hag;  to  inquire  of  the  in- 
vaders the  purpose  of  their  coming.  The  answ’er  was  returned.  “ To  recover 
and  retai)!  our  property.”  Rysingh  then  comnumieated  the  hope  that  they 
would  therewith  rest  content,  and  not  encroach  funlier  upon  Swedish  teriitni-y, 
having,  doubtless,  ascertained  lyv  this  Lime  that  the  Dutch  were  too  strong  for 
him  to  make  any  effectual  I’osistance.  Stuyvesant  returned  an  evasive  answer, 
but  made  ready  to  muich  upon  Fort  Christina,  It  vull  be  remembered  that 
by  the  terms  of  the  modified  order.s  given  for  the  reduction  of  th<'  Swedes, 
Fort  Christina  t;,  .rs  not  to  be  disturbed.  But  the  Dutch  Governors  blood  was 
now  uqr,  and  he  determined  to  make  clean  w'ork  while  the  means  were  in  his 
hands.  Discovetieg  that  the  "Dutch  were  advancing,  Pivsingh  spent  the  whole 
night  in  stuengthening  the  defenses  and  putting  the  garrison  in  position  to 
make  a stout  resistance.  Early  on  the  following  day  the  invaders  made  their 
appearance  on  the  opposite  bank  of  Christina  Creek,  where  they  threw  up  de- 
fenses and  planted  their  cannon.  Forces  were  landed  above  the  fort,  and  the 
place  was  soon  invested  on  all  sides,  the  vessels,  in  the  iceantime,  having  been 
brought  into  the  mouth  of  the  creek,  their  cannon  planted  west  of  tho  fort  and 
on  Timber  Island.  Having  thus  securely  shut  up  the  Governor  and  his  garri- 
son, Stuyvesant  suminmoned  him  to  surrender.  Eysingh  could  not  in  honor 
tamely  submit,  and  at  a council  of  war  it  was  resolved  to  make  a defense  and 
“ leave  the  consecpience  to  bo  redressed  by  our  gracious  superiors.”  But  tlieir 
sttpply  of  powder  barely  stiliiced  for  one  round,  and  his  force  consisted  of  only 
thirty  men.  In  the  meantime,  the  Dutch  soldiery  made  free  with  the  property 
of  the  Swedes  without  the  fort,  killing  their  cattle  and  invading  their  homes. 
“At  length  the  Swedish  ganison  itself  showed  symptoms  of  mutiny.  The 
men  were  harassed  with  constant  watching,  provisions  l>egan  to  fail,  many 
■were  sick,  seve-  al  had  deserted,  and  Stuyvesant  threatened,  that,  if  they  held 
out  much  longer,  to  give  no  quarter.’’  A conference  was  held  whicii  ended 
by  the  return  of  Eysingh  to  the  fort  more  resolute  than  ever  for  defense. 
Finally  Stuyvesant  sent  in  his  ultimatinn  and  gave  twenty-four  hours  for  a 
final  answer,  the  generous  e.vtentof  time  for  consideration  evincing  thelminnno 
disposition  of  the  commander  of  the  invading  army,  or  what  is  perhaps  more 
probable  bis  own  lack  of  stomach  for  carnage.  Before  the  expiration  of  the 
time  allowed,  the  garrison  capitulated,  ” after  a siege  of  fourteen  days,  dur- 
ing which,  very  fortiniately,  there  was  a great  deal  more  talking  than  cannon- 
ading, and  no  blood  shed,  except  those  of  the  goats,  poultry  and  swine,  which 
the  Dutch  troops  laid  their  hands  on.  The  twenty  or  thirty  Swedes  then 
marched  out  with  their  arms;  colors  fiying,  matches  lighted,  drums  beating, 
and  fifes  playing,  and  the  L>utc*h  took  possession  of  the  fort,  hauled  down  the 
Swedish  Hag  and  hoisted  their  own.” 

By  the  terms  of  capitulation,  tho  Swedes,  who  wished  to  remain  in  the 
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country,  were  permitted  to  do  so,  on  taking  tlio  oath  of  allGgianee,  and  rights 
of  pi'Opertv  were  to  be  respected  under  the  away  of  Dutch  law.  Gov.  Ky- 
singh,  and  all  others  who  desired  to  return  to  Europe,  were  furrd.shed  passage, 
and  by  a secret  provision,  a loan  of  £300  Flemish  wa.s  made  to  Eysingh,  to  be 
refunded  on  bis  an'ival  in  Sv/edeu.  the  cannon  and  other  ])roperty  belonging 
to  the  crown  remaining  in  the  hands  of  the  Dutch  until  the  loan  was  paid. 
Before  withdrawing  Stujvesant  oifered  to  deliver  over  Fort  Christiiia  and  the 
lands  immediately  about  it  to  Rysingh,  but  this  offer  was  declined  v/ith  dig- 
nity, as  the  matter  had  now  passed  for  arbitrament  to  the  courts  of  the  t^\'o  na- 
tions. 

The  terms  of  the  capitulation  were  honorable  and  liberal  enoug'h,  but  the 
r>utch  authorities  seem  to  have  exercised  little  care  in  carrying  -out  its  provis- 
ions, or  else  the  discipline  in  the  service  must  have  been  very  lax.  For  Ry- 
singh had  no  sooner  arrived  at  IManhattau,  than  he  entered  most  vigorous  pro- 
tests against  the  violations  of  the  provisions  of  the  capiuilation  to  (4ov.  Stuy- 
vesaut.  He  asserted  that  the  property  belonging  to  the  Swedish  crown  had 
been  left  without  guard  or  protection  from  pillage,  and  that  he  himself  had 
not  been  assigned  quarters  suited  to  his  dignity.  He  accused  the  Dutch 
with  having  broken  open  the  church,  and  taken  away  all  the  cordage  and  sails 
of  a new  vessel,  with  having  plundered  the  villages,  Tiniiakoug,  Fplandt.  Fin- 
land, Printzdorp  and  other  places.  “ In  Christina,  the  women  were  violently 
torn  from  their  houses;  wdiole  buildings  were  destroyed;  yea,  oxen,  cows,  hogs 
and  other  creatures  were  butchered  day  after  day;  even  tbe  horses  were  not 
spared,  but  wantonly  shot;  the  plantations  destroyed,  and  tbe  whole  country 
BO  desolated  that  scarce  any  means  were  left  for  the  subsistence  of  the  inhab- 
itants,” “yova-  men  carried  off  even  my  own  property,”  said  Ry’singh, 
“ with  that  of  my  family,  and  w'e  w^ere  left  like  shoe])  doomed  to  the  knife, 
without  means  of  defense  against  the  wdld  barbarians.” 

Thus  the  colony  of  Swedes  and  Fins  on  the  South  River,  which  had  been 
planned  by  and  had  been  the  object  of  solicitude  to  the  great  monai’cli  himself, 
and  had  received  too  fostering  care  of  the  Swedish  Government,  came  to  an 
end  after  an  existence  of  a little  more  than  seventeen  years — 1633-1655.  But 
though  it  no  longer  existed  as  a colony  under  the  government  of  the  crown  of 
Sweden,  many  of  the  colonists  remained  and  became  the  roost  intelligent  and 
law-abiding  citizens,  and  constituted  a vigorous  eioment  in  the  future  growth 
of  the  State.  Some  of  the  best  blood  of  Europe  at  this  period  flowed  in  tbe 
veins  of  the  Swedes.  ‘Hi  love  for  Sweden,”  says  Bancroft,  “their  dear 
mother  country,  the  abiding  sentiment  of  loyalty  toward  its  sovei'eign,  con- 
tinued to  distinguish  the  little  band.  At  Stockholm,  they  remained  for  a 
century  the  objects  of  disinterested  and  generous  regard;  affection  united  tbem 
in  the  New  World;  and  a part  of  their  descendants  still  preserve  their  altar 
and  their  dwellings  around  the  graves  of  their  fathers,” 

This  campaign  of  Stuyvesant,  for  the  dispossessing  of  the  Swedes  of  terri- 
tory upon  the  Delaware,  furnishes  Washington  Irving  subject  for  some  of  the 
most  inimitable  chapters  of  broad  humor,  in  his  Knickerbocker’s  New  A'ork.  to 
be  found  in  the  English  language.  And  yet,  in  the  midst  of  his  side-splitting 
paragraphs,  ho  indulges  in  a reflection  which  is  worthy  of  remembrance. 
“Ho  who  reads  attentively  will  discover  the  threads  of  gold  which  run 
throughout  the  web  of  histoiy,  and  are  invisible  to  the  dull  eye  of  ignorance. 
* * ]3y  the  treacherous  surprisal  of  Fort  Casiiuir,  then,  did  the  crafty 

Swfxles  enjoy  a transient  triunqih,  but  drew  upon  their  heads  the  vengeance 
of  Peh*r  Stuyvesant,  who  wrested  all  New  Sweden  from  their  liands.  By  the 
conquest  of  New  Sweden,  Peter  Stuyvesant  aroused  the  claims  of  Ford  Balti- 
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more,  who  appealed  to  the  cabinet  of  Great  Britain,  who  pr.hdued  the  whole 
province  of  New  Netherlands.  By  this  ctreat  achievement,  the  whole  extent  of 
North  America,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Floridas,  was  rendered  one  entire 
dependency  upon  the  British  crown.  But  mark  the  eonse.jnence;  The  hith- 
erto scattered  colonics  being  thus  consolidated  and  having  no  rival  colonies  to 
check  or  keep  them  in  awe.  waxed  great  and  powerful,  and  finally  becoming 
too  strong  for  the  mother  country,  were  enabled  to  sliake  off  its  bonds.  But 
the  chain  of  effects  stopped  not  here;  the  successful  revolution  in  America  pro- 
duced the  sanguinary  revolution  in  T’rance,  tvhich  ynocluced  the  puiss.;int 
Bonaparte,  who  produced  the  French  despotism.  ” 

In  March,  lG-j6,  the  ship  “ Mercury,”  with  180  emigrants,  arrived,  the 
government  at  Stockholm  having  had  no  intimation  of  the  Dutch  conquest. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  prevent  a landing,  and  the  vessel  was  ordered  to 
report  to  Stnyvesant  at  Manhattan,  but  the  order  was  disregarded  and  the  col- 
onists debarked  and  acquired  lands.  The  Sv/edish  Govornment  was  not  dis- 
posed to  submit  to  these  high-handed  }>roceedings  of  the  Dutch,  and  the  min- 
i.sters  of  the  two  courts  maintained  a heated  discussion  of  their  differences. 
Finding  the  Dutch  disposed  to  hold  by  force  their  conquests,  the  government 
of  EAveden  allowed  the  claim,  to  rest  until  1G6-1.  In  that  year,  vigoious  meas- 
ures were  planned  to  regain  its  claims  upon  the  Delaware,  and  a fleet  bearing 
a military  force  was  di-patched  for  the  purpose.  But.  having  been  obliged  to 
put  back  on  account  of  stress  of  weather,  the  enterprise  was  abandoned. 


CHAPTER  III. 

John  Pavl  Jacquet,  l65.>-o7— Jacou  Aluichs,  Goeean  Yan  Dyck,  1657 

-58 — IVlLLlAM  r>EEKMAX,  165b-C.'l — AX.EXANIU'U  1 J'lllXOVOSSA , 1659-04. 

YT^HE  colonies  upon  the  Delaware  being  now  under  exclusive  control  of  the 
-1-.  Dutch,  John  Paul  Jaquet  was  appointed  in  November,  1G55,  as  Vice 
Director,  Der‘‘k  Smidt  having  exercised  authority  after  the  departure  of  Stny- 
vesant. The  expense  of  iittiug  out  the  expedition  for  the  reduction  of  the 
Swedes  was  sorely  felt  by  the  AVest  India  Company,  which  had  been  obliged 
to  borrow  money  for  the  purpose  of  the  city  of  Amst-erdam.  In  payment  of 
this  loan,  the  company  sold  to  the  city  all  the  lauds  upon  the  south  bank  of 
the  Delarvare,  from  the  ocean  to  Christina  Creek,  reaching  hack  to  the  lands 
of  the  Minquas.  which  was  designated  Nieur  Amstel.  Again  was  there  di- 
vided authority  upon  the  Delaware.  The  government  of  the  now  possession 
was  vested  in  a commission  of  forty  residents  of  Amsterdam,  who  appointed 
Jacob  Alrichs  as  Director,  and  sent  him  with  a force  of  forty  soldiers  and  150 
colonists,  in  three  vessels,  to  assume  the  government,  whereui>on  Jaquet  relin- 
quished authority  over  this  portion  of  his  territoiw.  The  company  in  commu- 
nicating with  Stuyvesant  upon  the  subject  of  his  course  in  dispossessing  the 
Swedes,  after  duly  considering  all  the  complaints  and  remonstrances  of  the 
Swedish  government,  approved  his  conduct,  “though  they  would  not  have  been 
displeased  had  such  a formal  capitulation  not  taken  jilace,”  adding  as  a paren- 
thetical explanation  of  the  word  formal  “ xvhat  is  written  is  too  long  preserved, 
a.nd  may  be  produced  when  not  desired,  whereas  words  not  recorded  are,  in  the 
lapse  of  time,  forgotten,  or  may  bo  e.xplained  away.” 
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SLuyvesant  atill  remained  in  supreme  control  oxmr  both  the  colony  of  the 
city  and  the  colony  of  the  company,  to  the  immediate  governorship  of  the  lat- 
ter of  ^Yhich,  Goeran  Van  Dyck  was  apjioiuted.  But  though  settlements  in 
the  management  of  affairs  were  frequently  made,  they  Avould  not  remain  set- 
tled. There  Asas  conll iet  of  authority  between  Alrichs  and  "S'au  Dyck.  TLo 
companies  soon  found  that  a grievous  system  of  smuggling  had  sprung  up. 
After  a searching  examination  into  the  irregularities  lu  Stayvesant.  who  vis- 
ited the  Deiawaro  for  the  ptirpose,  he  recommended  the  aj)point!.ueut  of  one 
general  agent  who  should  have  charge  of  all  the  revenues  of  both  co'onies, 
and  Vi] liam  Beekman  Teas  accordingly  appointed.  The  compa.ny  of  tlje  city 
seems  not  to  have  bct-n  satisfied  with  the  pro  tits  of  their  invesiment,  a.nd  ac- 
cordingly made  new  regulations  to  govern  settletncut,  by  which  larger  returns 
would  accrue.  This  action  created  discontent  among  the  settlers.  ■ and  many 
who  v/ere  meditating  the  ])iu'chasG  of  lauds  and  the  acquisition  of  homes,  de- 
termined to  go  over  into  Maryland  wheiu  Lord  Baltiojore  was  ofiering  far  more 
liberal  terms  of  settleme7it.  To  add  to  the  discomforts  of  the  Bottlous,  “ the 
miasms  which  the  low  alluvia]  soil  and  the  rank  and  deconif.o.sed  vegetation 
of  a new  country  engenders,  ’ ’ produced  wasting  sicknesses.  AThen  the  planting 
wa.s  completed,  and  the  new  soil,  for  ages  undisturbed,  had  been  thoroushly 
stirred,  the  rains  set  in  which  descended  almost  continuously,  producing  fever 
and  ague  and  dysentery.  Scarcely  a family  escaped  the  epidemic.  Six  in 
the  family  of  Dii'ector  Alrichs  we.re  attacked,  and  his  wife  died.  New  colo- 
nists came  without  provisions,  which  only  added  to  the  distress.  “ Scarcity  of 
provisions,”  says  O’Calaghan,  “ naturally  followed  tbe  failure  of  the  croijs; 
9t>0  schepels  of  grain  had  been  sown  in  the  spring.  They  produced  scarcely 
GO'd  at  harvest.  Bye  rose  to  three  guilders  the  bushel;  peas  to  eight  guilders 
the  sack;  salt  was  twelve  guilders  the  bushel  at  Bew  Amsterdam;  clieeso  and 
batter  were  not  to  be  had,  and  when  a man  journeys  he  can  get  nothiirg  but 
dry  bread,  or  he  must  take  a pot  or  kettle  along  with  him  to  cook  his  victuaLs.” 
“ The  place  had  now  got  so  bad  a name  that  the  whole  river  could  not  wash  it 
cl^an.”  The  exactions  of  the  city  company  upon  its  colony,  not  only  did  not 
bring  increased  revenue,  but  by  di.-q'ersiiig  the  honest  colonists,  served  to 
notify  Lord  Baltimore— who  had  laid  claim  to  the  lands  up)0u  Delaware,  on 
account  of  original  discovery  by  Lord  Do  la  Var,  from  whom  the  river  takes 
its  name,  and  from  subsequent  charter  of  the  British  crown,  covering  territory 
from  the  38ih  to  the  40th  degree  of  latitude — of  the  weakness  of  tho  colonies, 
and  persuade  him  that  now  was  a favorable  opportunity  to  enforce  his  claims 
.Accordingly,  Col.  Llie,  with  a number  of  delegates,  was  dispatched  to  demand 
that  the  Lhrtch  should  quit  the  place,  or  declare  themselves  subjects  of  Lord 
Baltimore,  adding,  “ that  if  they  he.sitated,  they  should  be  , responsible  for 
whatover  innocent  blood  might  be  shed.” 

Excited  discussions  ensued  between  the  Dutch  authorities  and  the  agents 
of  the  Maryland  government,  and  it  was  finally  agreed  to  refer  the  matter  to 
Gov.  kStuyvesant,  who  immediately  sent  Commissioners  to  tho  Chesapeake  to 
Bottle  difl'ereucos,  and  enter  into  treaty  regulations  for  tho  mu'ual  return  of 
fugitives,  and  dispatched  sixty  soldiers  to  tho  Delaware  to  assist  in  preserving 
order,  and  resisting  the  English,  should  an  attempt  be  made  to  dispossess  the 
Dutch. 

L'pou  the  death  of  Alrichs,  which  occurred  in  10o9,  Alexander  D'Hinoyossa 
wag  appointed  Governor  of  tho  city  colony.  The  now  Governor  was  a man  of 
good  busines.s  capacity,  and  sought  to  administer  tho  affairs  of  his  colony  for 
the  best  interest.;  of  tho  settlers,  and  for  increasing  the  revenues  of  tho  com- 
pany. To  further  the  general  jirosperity,  the  company  negotiated  a new  loan 
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■with  'whioh  to  f?trenr;tlien  and  improve  its  resource.-,.  This  liberal  policy  liad 
the  desired  effect.  The  Swedes,  who  hod  settle<l  ob>ove  ou  th.e  river,  moved 
down,  and  acquired  homes  on  the  lands  of  the  city  colony.  Tlie  Fins  and  dis- 
contented Dutch,  whahad  gone  to  Maryland,  returned  and  brought  v,'ith  them 
some  of  the  English  settlers. 

Discouragei.1  by  the  harassing  conflicts  of  authority  \\hich  seemed  inter- 
minable, the  Mcot  India  Company  transferred  all  its  intere.'^ts  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river  to  the  "olony  of  the  city,  and  upon  the  visit  of  D'Hinoyossa  to 
Holland  in  10G3,  he  secured  for  himself  the  entire  and  exclusive  government 
of  the  colonies  upon  the  Delaware,  being  no  longer  subject  to  the  authority  of 
Stuyvesant. 

Encouraged  by  libera.l  terras  of  settlement,  and  there  being  now  a prospect 
of  stable  government,  emigi’ants  were  attracted  thither..  A.  Mennonite  commu- 
nity came  in  a body.  “ Clergymen  were  not  allowed  to  join  them,  nor  any 
‘ intractable  people  such  as  those  in  commnnion  tvith  the  Roman  See,  usnrioue 
Jews,  English  stitY-necked  (Quakers,  Puritans,  foolhardy  beli-evers  in  the  mil- 
lennium, auvl  obstinate  modern  pretenders  to  revel-ation.’  ” j"hey  were  obliged 
to  take  an  oath  never  to  seek  for  an  office;  Magistrates  were  to  receive  no  com- 
pensation, “ not  even  a stiver.”  The  soil  and  climate  were  regarded  as  excel- 
lent, and  when  sufficiently  peopled,  the  country  would  be  the  ” linest  oii  tno 
face  of  the  globe.” 


CHAPTER  IP. 

Eich.vrp  Nichol.s,  1661-07— Robert  F'ErnriAM,  16G4-0S— Deancis  Lovelace, 
1067-73— J-onx  Carr,  1668-73— Axtiioxy  Colve.  1673-74— Petek  A.lf.ichs, 
1673-74. 

Affairs  were  scarcely  arranged  upon  the  Delaware,  and  tho  dawning  &f 
a better  day  for  the  colonists  ushered  in,  before  new  complications 
began  to  threaten  the  subversion  of  the  whole  Dutch  power  in  America.  The 
English  had  always  claimed  the  entire  Atlantic  seaboard.  Under  Cromwell, 
the  Navigation  act  was  aimed  at  Dutch  interests  in  the  New  M'orld.  Captain 
John  Scott,  wlio  had  been  an  officer  in  the  army  of  Charles  I,  having 
obtained  S'jme  show  of  authority  from  the  Governor  of  Connoctient,  had  visited 
the  towns  upon  the  -w-est  end  of  Long  Island,  where  was  a raixed  i)opulaticm  of 
Dutch  and  English,  and  where  he  claimed  to  have  jrurchased  large  tracts  of 
land,  and  Lad  per_-;uaded  them  to  unite  under  his  authority  in  setting  up  a 
government  of  their  own.  Uo  visited  England  and  “ petitioned  the  Ring  to  bo 
invested  with  the  government  of  Long  Island,  or  that  the  peophe  thereof  ba 
allowed  to  choose  yearly  a Governor  and  Assistants.”  By  his  representation, 
an  inquiry  was  instituted  by  the  King’s  council,  “as  to  his  majesty’s  title  to  the 
premises;  tho  intrusions  of  the  Dutch;  their  deportment;  management  of  the 
country;  strength,  trade  and  government;  and  lastly,  of  tho  means  necessary 
to  induce  or  force  them  to  acknowledge  tho  Ring,  or  if  necessary,  to  expel 
them  together  j'rora  the  country.  ” The  visit  of  Scott,  and  his  ])rayer  to  the 
King  for  a grant  of  Long  Island,  was  the  ccc.Tsion  of  inaugurating  a policy, 
which  resulted  in  the  overthrow  of  Dutch  rule  in  America.  But  the  attention 
of  English  statesmen  bad  for  some  time  been  turned  to  the  imuortance  of  the 
territoiw  which  the  Dutch  colonies  had  occupied,  and  a bt.-lief  that  Dutcii  trade 
in  the  New  World  was  yielding  great  returns,  stimulated  inquiry.  James, 
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Duke  of  Toi'k,  brother  of  the  Kin^,  who  afterward  Iiiruself  became  King,  was 
probably  at  this  timo  tho  power  twhind  the  tin-one  that  was  urging  ou  action 
looking  to  the  dispossession  oi‘  the  Dutch.  The  motive  which  sc-emed  to  actuate 
him  was  tho  acquisition  of  personal  weuuli  and  power.  He  saw,  as  he 
tliought,  a company  of  incwchants  in  Amstordaia  accumulating  great  wealth  out 
of  these  colonies,  and  he  meditated  the  transfer  of  t.his  wealth  to  himself.  He 
V.  as  seconded  in  this  project  by  the  powerful  intiuence  of  Sir  George  Downing, 
who  had  been  Envoy  at  The  Hague,  under  Cromwell,  and  was  now  under  Charles 
II.  “Keen,  bold,  subtle,  active,  and  observant,  but  imperious  and unscrnpnlous, 
disliking  and  distrusting  the  Itntch, ” he  bad  watched  every  movement  of  the 
company’s  granted  privileges  by  the  Slates  General,  a.nd  had  reported  every- 
thing to  his  superiors  at  home.  “ The  whole  bent,”  says  O'Calaghan. ’’  of  this 
man’s  mind  ivas  constantly  to  hold  up  before  the  eyes  of  his  countrymen  the 
growing  power  of  Holland  and  her  commercial  companies,  their  immense 
wealth  and  ambition,  and  the  danger  to  England  of  permitting  these  to  pro- 
gress onvv'ard  unchecked.’’ 

. After  giving  his  testimony  before  the  council,  Scott  returned  to  America 
with  a letter  from  the  King  recommending  his  interests  to  the  co-operatiou  and 
protection  of  tlio  New  England,  colonies.  On  arriving  in  Connecticut,  he  was 
commissioned  by  the  Governor  of  that  colony  to  incorporate  Longl.sland  under 
Connecticut  jurisdiction.  But  the  Baptists,  Quakers  and  Men  uonites,  wlio  formed 
a considerable  part  of  the  population,  “ dreaded  failing  into  the  hand-s  of  the 
Puritans.”  In  a quaint  document  commencing,  ‘‘In  the  bchalfe  of  sum  hun- 
di'ods  of  English  hero  planted  on  the  west  end  of  Long  Island  wee  address,” 
etc.,”  they  besought  Sc.ott  to  come  and  settle  their  dilTieulties.  On  his  arrival 
he  acquainted  them  -w-ith  the  fact,  till  then  unknown,  that  King  Charles  had 
granted  the  island  to  the  Duke  of  York,  who  -would  soon  assert  his  rights. 
IVhereupon  the  tow'ns  of  Hemstede,  Newwarbe,  Craftbrd,  Hastings,  Folestone 
end  Gravesend,  entered  into  a “combination”  as  they  termed  if,  resolved  to 
elect  deputies  to  draw  up  laves,  .choose  magistrates,  and  eropowered  Scott  to 
act  as  their  President;  in  short  set  up  the  first  independent  State  in  America. 
Scott  immediately  set  out  at  the  head  of  150  men,  horse  and  foot,  to  subdue 
the  island. 

On  the  22d  of  March,  1064,  Charles  II  made  a gi'ant  of  tho  whole  of  Long 
Island,  and  all  the  adjoining  country  at  the  time  in  possession  of  the  Dutch, 
to  rhe  Duke  of  York.  Borrowdng  four  men-of-war  of  the  king,  James  sent 
them  in  command  of  Col.  Eichard  Nicholls,  an  old  officer,  with  whom  was  as- 
sociated Sir  Eobert  Carr,  Sir  George  Cartwright,  and  Samuel  Maverick,  Esq., 
and  a force  of  450  men,  to  dispossess  the  Dutch.  To  insure  the  success  of  the 
expedition,  IcttciS  were  addressed  to  each  of  the  Governors  of  the  Nev,'  England 
colonies,  enjoining  upon  them  to  unite  in  giving  aid  by  men  and  material  to 
Nicholls.  The  fleet  sailed  directly  for  Boston,  where  it  was  expected,  and 
whence,  through  one  Lord,  the  Dutch  w-ere  notified  of  its  coming.  The  great- 
est  consternation  was  aroused  upon  the  receipt  of  this  intelligence,  and  the 
most  active  preparations  were  making  for  defense.  But  in  the  midst  of  these 
preparations,  notice  was  received  from  the  Chambers  at  Amsterdam,  doubtless 
inspired  by  the  English,  that  “ no  apprehension  of  any  public  enemy  or  dan- 
ger from  England  need  be  entertained.  That  the  King  was  only  desirous  to 
reduce  the  colonies  to  uniformity  in  church  and  state,  and  with  this  view  was 
dispatching  some  Ciommissioners  -with  two  or  three  frigates  to  New  England  to 
introduce  Episcopacy  in  that  quarter.”  Thrown  completely  off  his  guard  by 
this  annouacemeat,  the  Director  Genervil.  Stay  vosant  abandoned  all  preparations 
for  resistance,  and  indulged  in  no  anticipations  of  a hostile  visitation.  Thus 
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^ere  three  full  weeks  lost  in  which  the  colonies  might  have  been  put  in  a ver\- 
good  state  of  defense. 

Nioholls  on  an’iviug  in  American  waters,  tonche.d  at  Boston  and  Connecti- 
cut. v.’here  some  aid  was  received,  and  then  hastened  toward  to  Manhattan. 
Stuyvesant  had  but  a day  or  two  before  learned  of  the  arrival,  and  of  the  hos- 
tile intent.  Scarcely  had  he  issued  orders  for  bringing  out  his  forces  and  for 
fortifying  before  Xicholls  scattered  proclamations  through  the  colony  promis- 
ing to  protect  all  ^ho  submitted  to  his  Brittanic  majesty  in  the  undisturbed 
possession  of  their  ]'iroperty,  and  mado  a formal  summons  upon  Stuyvesant  to 
surrender  the  country  to  the  King  of  Great  Britain.  The  Director  found  that 
he  had  an  entirely  different  enemy  to  treat  with  from  Rysingh,  and  a few  half- 
armed Swedes  and  Fins  upon  the  Delaware.  AVm’dy  war  ensued  between  the 
Commissioners  and  the  Director,  and  the  English  Governor  finding  that  Stuy- 
vesant  not  in  the  temper  to  yield,  landed  a body  of  his  soldiers  upon  the  lower  end 
of  the  island,  and  ordered  Hw  de,  the  commander  of  the  beet,  to  lay  the  frigates 
broadside  before  the  city.  It  was  a critical  moment.  StiOvVesant  was  stand- 
ing on  one  of  the  point.?  of  the  fort  when  he  saw  tlie  frigates  approaching. 
The  gunner  stood  by  with  burning  ma+ch,  prepared  to  fire  on  the  fleet,  and 
Stuyvesant  seemed  on  the  point  of  giving  the  order.  But  ho  was  restrained, 
and  a further  communication  was  sent  to  Xicholls,  who  would  bTTen  to  liOthiny 
short  of  the  full  execution  of  his  mission.  Still  Stuyvesant  held  out  The 
inhabi cants  implored,  but  rather  than  svirrender  “ he  would  bo  carried  a corpse 
to  his  grave.”  The  town  was,  however,  in  no  condition  tosta-nd  a siege.  The 
powder  at  the  fort  would  only  suffi.ee  for  one  day  of  active  operations.  Pro- 
visions were  scarce.  The  inhabitants  were  not  disposed  to  b.e  sacrificed,  and 
the  disaffection  among  them  spread  to  the  soldiers.  They  were  overheard  mut- 
tering, “ Now  we  hope  to  pepper  those  devilish  traders  who  have  so  long 
salted  us;  we  know  where  booty  is  to  be  found,  and  where  the  young  women 
live  who  wear  gold  chains.” 

The  Rev.  Jaunes  Myapoleuses  seems  to  have  been  active  in  negotiations  and 
opposed  to  the  shedding  of  blood.  A remonstrance  drawn  by  him  was  finally 
adopted  and  signed  by  the  principal  men,  and  presented  to  the  Director  Gen- 
eral, in  which  the  utter  hopelessness  of  resistance  was  set  forth,  and  Stnyve- 
sant  finally  consented  to  capitulate.  Favorable  terms  were  arranged,  and 
Nicholls  promised  that  if  it  should  be  finally  agi’eed  between  the  English  and 
Dutch  governments  that  the  province  should  l.ie  given  over  to  Dutch  ntle,  he 
would  peacefully  yield  his  authority.  Thus  without  a gun  being  fired,  the  En- 
glish made  conquest  of  the  ITanhattoes. 

Sir  Robert  Carr,  with  two  frigates  and  an  ample  force,  was  dispatched  to 
the  Delaware  to  reduce  the  settlements  there  to  Engli.sh  rule.  The  planters, 
whether  Dutch  or  Swedes,  were  to  be  insured  in  the  peacealtlo  possession  of 
their  property,  and  the  magistrates  were  to  be  continued  in  office. 

Sailing  past  the  fort,  he  disseminated  among  the  settlers  the  news  of  the 
surrender  of  Stuyvesant,  and  the  promises  of  protection  which  Nicholls  had 
made  use  of.  But  Gov.  DMUnoyossa  was  not  disposed  to  heed  the  demand 
for  surrender  without  a struggle.  Whereupon  Carr  lauded  his  forces  and 
stormed  the  place.  After  a fruitless  but  heroic  resistance,  in  which  ten  were 
wounded  and  three  were  killed,  the  Governor  was  forced  to  surrender.  Thus 
was  the  complete  subversion  of  the  State’s  General  in  America  consummated, 
and  the  name  of  New  Amsterdam  gave  place  to  that  of  New  York,  from  the 
name  of  the  English  proprietor,  James,  Duke  of  A'ork. 

The  resistaueo  offered  by  D’Hinoyossa  formed  a pretext  for  shameless 
plunder.  Carr,  in  his  report  which  shows  him  to  have  been  a lawless  fel- 
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low,  says,  “Ye  soldiers  never  stoping  untill  HTey  stormed  ye  fort,  andsae  cou- 
sequenily  to  plmidoring;  the  seamen,  noo  less  given  to  that  sport,  were  quickly 
■".'ithin,  and  have  '■^‘'dtoii  p'ood  store  of  booty.”  Carr  seized  the  farm  of 

5 __  O * 

D’Hinoyossa,  hir.  brother,  John  Carr,  that  of  Sheriff  Sworingen.  and  Ensign 
Stock  that  of  Peter  Alrichs.  The  yivodnee  of  the  land  for  tliat  year  was  .seized, 
tosether  with  a carvo  of  goods  tloiL  w’as  unsold.  “ Even  the  inoffensive  Men- 
nonists,  thongh.  non-eombatant  from  principle,  did  not  csscape  the  sack  and 
plunder  to  which  the  whole  river  was  subjected  by  Can'  and  his  marauders. 
A boat  was  dispatched  to  tbeir  settlement,  Avhich  was  stripped  of  overything, 
to  a very  naile.” 

Nicholls,  on  hearing  of  the  rapacious  conduct  of  his  subordinate,  visited 
the  Delaware,  removed  C;ut,  and  placed  Robert  Xeedham  in  command.  Pre- 
vious to  dispatching  his  lieet  to  America,  in  June,  1064,  the  Duke  of  York  had' 
gi'anted  to  John.  Lord  Berkeley,  Baron  of  Stratton,  and  Sir  Gfcorge  Carteret, 
of  Saltnnn  in  Devon,  the  territory  of  Yetv  Jer.sey,  bounded  substantially  us  the 
present  State,  and  this,  thongh  but  little  settled  by  the  Dutch,  had  been  in- 
cluded in  the  terms  of  surrender  secured  by  Nicholls.  In  many  tvays,  ho 
showed  himself  a man  of  ability  and  discretion.  He  d]-ow  up  with  signal 
success  a body  of  laws,  embracing  most  of  the  provisions  which  had  been  in 
force  in  the  English  colonies,  w’hich  were  designated  the  Duke's  Laws. 

In  May,  1007,  Col.  Francis  Lovelace  was  appointed  Governor  in  place  of 
Nicholls,  and  soon  after  taking  charge  of  affairs,  drew  up  regulations  for  the 
government  of  the  territory  upon  the  Delaware,  and  dispatched  Capt.  John 
Carr  to  act  there  as  his  Deputy  Governor.  It  was  provided  that  whenever 
complaint  duly  sworn  to  was  made,  the  Governor  was  to  smnmon  “ the  schout, 
Hans  Block,  Israel  Heim,  Peter  Rambo,  Peter  Cock  and  Peter  Alrichs,  or  any 
t\vo  of  them,  as  counsellors,  to  advise  him,  and  determine  by  the  major  vote 
what  is  just,  equitable  and  neces.sary  in  the  case  in  question.”  It  was  further 
provided  that  all  men  should  be  punished  in  an  exemplary  manner,  though 
^Yith  moderation;  that  the  laws  should  be  frequently  communicated  to  the 
counsellors,  and  that  in  cases  of  dilhcnlty  recourse  should  be  had  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  at  New  York, 

In  1008,  tw'o  murders  were  perpetrated  by  Indians,  which  caused  consider- 
able disturbance  and  alarm  throughout  the  settlements.  These  capital  crimes 
appear  to  have  been  committed  while  the  guilty  parties  were  maddened  by 
liquor.  So  impressed  were  the  sachems  and  leading  warriors  of  the  'oanefnl 
effects  of  strong  drink,  that  they  appeared  before  the  Council  and  besought  its 
authority  to  utterly  prohibit  the  sale  of  it  to  any  of  their  tribes.  These  re- 
quests %vere  repeated,  and  linally,  upon  the  advice  of  Peter  Alrichs,  “the 
Governor  (Lovelace)  [irohibited,  on  pciin  of  death,  the  selling  of  powder,  shot 
and  strong  liquors  to  the  Indians,  and  writ  to  Cam  on  the  occasion  to  use  the 
utmost  vigilance  and  caution  ” 

The  native  murderers  were  not  apprehended,  as  it  was  diihcnit  to  trace 
them;  but  the  Indians  themselves  wmie  determined  to  ferret  them  out.  One 
was  taken  and  sh(jt  to  death,  who  was  the  chief  offender,  but  the  other  escape«l 
and  was  never  after  heard  of.  The  chiefs  summoned  their  young  men.  and  in 
presence  of  the  English  warned  them  that  such  would  be  the  fate  of  all  offend- 
ers. Prond  justly  remarks;  “This,  at  a time  when  the  Indians  were  numer- 
ous and  strong  and  the  Europeans  few  and  weak,  was  a memorable  act  of  jus- 
tice, and  a proof  of  true  friendship  to  the  English,  greatly  alleviating  the 
fear,  for  which  they  had  so  much  reason  among  savages,  in  this  then  wilder- 
ness country.” 

In  1000,  a reputed  son  of  the  distinguished  Swedish  General,  Connings- 
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rnarke,  commonly  called  the  Long  Fin,  with  another  of  his  nationality,  Henry 
Coleman,  a man  of  propei’ty,  and  familiar  with  the  language  and  habits  of  the 
Indians,  endeavored  to  incite  an  insurrection  to  throw  oLt’  Cm  English  rule  and 
establisli  the  Sv.'edish  supremacy.  The  Long  Fin  wms  afip.rehended,  and  was 
condemned  to  die;  but  upon  reconsideration  his  sontenee  was  commuted  to 
whipping  and  to  In-anding  with  the  letter  il.  He  was  brought  in  chains  to 
New  York,  where  he  was  incai'cerated  in  the  Stadt-house  for  a year,  and  was 
then  transporied  to  Barbadoes  to  be  sold.  Improvements  in  the  modes  of 
administering  justice  were  from  time  to  time  introduced.  New  Castle  was 
made  a corporation,  to  be  governed  by  a Bailiff  and  sis  associates.  Duties  on 
importations  tvere  laid,  and  Capt.  Martin  Pringer  was  appointed  to  collect  and 
make  due  returns  of  them  to  Gov.  Lovelace. 

In  1673,  the  French  rnonpurch,  Louis  XIV,  declared  war  against  the  'Neth- 
ei’lands,  and  with  an  army  of  over  200  OOO  men  moved  down  upon  that  do- 
voTcd  country.  In  conjunction  with  the  la,nd  force,  the  Engdish,  with  a power- 
ful armament  descended  upon  the  Dulcli  waters.  The  aged  Du  Euyter  and 
the  youthful  Van  Troinp  put  boldly  to  sea  to  meet  the  invader.-;.  Three  great 
naval  battles  were  fought  upon  the  Dutch  coast  ou  the  7th  and  14th  of  June, 
aud  the  Otli  of  August,  in  which  tho  English  forces  were  linally  repulsed  and 
driven  from  the  coast.  In  the  meantime,  tho  iuhabitauts,  abandoning  their 
homes,  cut  the  dikes  vrhich  held  back  tho  sea,  and  invited  inundation.  Deem- 
ing this  a favorable  opportunity  to  regain  their  possessions  wrenched  from  them 
in  the  New  World,  the  Dutch  sent  a small  fleet  under  Commodores  Cornelius 
Evertse  and  Jacoims  Benkes,  to  Now  York,  to  demand  the  surrender  of  all 
their  previous  possessious.  Gov.  Lovelace  happened  to  i)e  ab-sent.  and  his 
representative,  Capt  John  Manning,  surrenderod  with  but  brief  resistance, 
and  the  magistrates  from  xVlbany,  Esopus,  East  Jersey  and  Long  Island,  on 
being  summoned  to  New  YMrk,  swore  fealty  to  the  returning  Dutch  jrower. 
Anthony  Coive,  as  Governor,  was  sent  to  Delaware,  where  the  magistrates 
hastened  to  meet  him  and  submit  themselves  to  his  authority.  Property  in 
the  English  Government  was  conflscated;  Gov.  Lovelace  returned  to  England, 
and  many  of  the  soldiers  were  carried  prisoners  to  Holland.  Before  their  de- 
parture, Commodores  Evertse  and  Benkes,  who  styled  themselves  “ The  honora- 
ble and  awful  council  of  war,  for  their  high  mightinesses,  tho  State’s  General 
of  the  lYited  Netherlands,  and  his  Serene  Highness,  the  Prince  of  Orange,” 
commissioned  Anthony  Coive,  a Captain  of  foot,  on  the  Pith  of  August,  1673, 
to  be  Governor  General  of  “New  Netherlands,  with  all  its  appendences.” 
and  on  the  19th  of  September  following,  Peter  Alrichs,  who  had  manifested 
his  subserviency  and  his  pleasure  at  the  return  of  Dutch  ascendancy,  was  ap- 
pointed by  C olve  Depu  y Governor  upon  the  Delaware.  A body  of  laws  was 
drawn  up  for  his  instruction,  aud  three  courts  of  justice  were  established,  at 
New  Castle,  Chester  and  Lewistown.  Capt.  Manning  on  his  return  to  En- 
gland was  charged  with  treachery  for  delivering  up  tiie  fort  at  New  York  with- 
out resistance,  and  was  sentenced  by  a court  martial  “to  have  Lus  sword  broken 
over  his  head  in  public,  before  the  city  hall,  and  himself  rendered  incapable 
of  wearing  a sword  and  of  serving  his  Majesty  for  the  future  in  any  public 
trust  in  tho  Government.’’ 

But  the  revolution  which  had  been  affected  .so  easily  was  of  short  duration. 
On  the  9th  of  February,  1674,  peace  was  concluded  between  England  aud 
Holland,  and  in  the  articles  of  pacification  it  was  provided  “that  whatsoever 
countries,  islands,  towns,  ports,  castles  or  forts,  have  or  shall  be  taken,  on  both 
sides,  since  the  time  that  the  late  unhappy  war  broke  out,  either  iu  Europe,  or 
elsewhere,  shall  bo  restored  to  the  former  lord  and  j)roprietor,  in  tlie  same  con- 
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dition  tbpv  shall  be  iu  T^hen  the  peace  itself  shall  be  proclaimed,  after  which 
time  there  shall  be  no  sjmil  nor  plunder  of  the  iuhabitants,  no  demolition 
of  fortiticatious,  nor  caia-ving  away  of  guns,  }’>owde)',  or  oLlie.r  military  stores 
which  belonged  to  any  ca.stie  or  port  at  the  time  when  it  was  tahon.”  This 
left  no  room  for  controversy  about  possession.  But  that  there  might  be  no  legal 
bar  nor  looi'hole  for  quo.stion  of  absolute  right  to  his  possessions,  the  Duke  of 
York  seeured  from  the  King  on  the  29th  of  June  foUov.’ing,  a new  patent  cov- 
ering the  former  grant,  and  two  days  thoreaftei'  sent  Sir  Edmutnl  Andros,  to 
possess  and  govern  the  country.  Ely  arrived  at  New  York  a:ul  took  jreaceable 
possession  on  the  31st  of  October,  and  two  day.s  thereafler  it  was  resolved  in 
council  to  reinstate  all  the  officers  npon  Uelavrare  as  they  v,mre  at  the  surrender 
to  the  Dutch,  except  Peter  Alrichs,  who  for  his  forwardness  in  yielding  his 
povrer  was  relieved.  Capt.  Edmuiid  Cantwell  and  VkiHiam  Toin  were  sent  to 
occupy  the  fort  at  New  Castle,  iu  the  capacities  of  Deputy  Governor  and  Sec- 
retary. In  Ylay,  BITS,  Gov.  Andros  visited  the,  Delaware,  and  held  court  at 
N'pw  Castle  “ iu  which  orders  were  made  relative  to  Ibo  opening  of  roads,  thi^ 
regulation  of  church  property  and  the  support  of  preaching,  the  Y'robibition 
of  the  sale  of  licutors  to  the  Indians,  and  the  distillation  tiiereof  by  the  inliab- 
itatds.’’  On  tbs  23.d  of  September,  1670,  Cantwell  was  superseded  by  John 
Collier,  as  Vice  Go’.'ernor,  v, hen  Ephraim  Hermans  beoiiiDe  Secretary. 

As  was  previously  observed.  Gov.  Nicholis,  in  1064,  mado  a comiJeto  di- 
gest of  ail  the  laws  and  usages  in  force  iu  the  English-speaking  colonies  in 
Americ.a,  which  were  known  as  the  Duke's  Laws.  That  these  might  now  bo 
made  the  basis  of  judicature  tbroughoirt  the  Duke's  possessions,  they  w-ero,  ou 
the  25th  of  Septeniber.  1070,  formally  proclaimed  and  published  by  Ctov. 
Lovelace,  ^Yith  a suitable  ordinance  introducing  them.  It  may  here  be  ob- 
served, that,  in  the  administration  of  Gov.  Hartranft,  by  act  of  the  Logi.shd.iire 
of  J uno  12,  TS7S,  the  Dnke’.s  Laws  were  published  in  a handsome  volume,  to- 
gether with  the  Charter  and  Laws  instituted  by  Penn,  and  historical  notes 
covering  the  early  history  of  the  State,  under  the  direction  of  Jolin  B,  Linn, 
Secretary  of  the  commonwealth,  edited  by  Staugliton  George,  Benjamin  M. 
Nead,  and  Thomas  TlcCamant,  from  an  old  co}>y  preserved  among  the  town  rec- 
ords of  Hem[)stead.  Long  Island,  the  seat  of  the  independent  State  which 
had  been  set  up  there  by  John  Scott  before  the  coming  of  Nicholis.  Themun- 
ber  of  taxable  male  inhabitants  between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty  yv.ars. 
in  1077,  for  Uphindt  and  New  Castle,  was  443,  ^yhich  by  the  usual  estimate  oi 
seven  to  one  would  give  the  population  3,101  for  this  district.  Gov.  Collier 
having  exceeded  his  authority  by  exercising  jtidicial  functions,  was  depo~>M! 
by  Andros,  and  Capt.  Christopher  Billop  was  appointed  to  succeed  him.  But 
tne  change  resulted  in  little  benefit  to  the  colony,  for  Billop  was  cbargi'd 
with  many  irregularities,  ’‘taking  po.ssession  of  the  fort  and  turning  it  into 
a .stable,  and  the  court  room  above  into  a hay  and  fodder  loft;  debarring  the 
court  from  sitting  in  its  usual  place  iu  the  fort,  and  making  use  of  soldiers  lor 
his  own  private  pr.rposes.” 

The  hand  of  the  Euglish  Government  bore  heavily  upon  the  denomination 
of  Christians  called  .Friends  or  Quakers,  and  the  carne.st-minded,  cou.‘-'cieufiou  - 
worshipors,  uncompromi.sing  in  their  faith,  were  eager  for  homes  iu  a bum 
where  they  should  be  absolutely  free  to  worship)  the  Bupreme  Being.  INtIo'- 
ley  and  Carteret,  who  had  bougld,  New  Jersey,  were  Friends,  and  the  K'lMe- 
ments  made  in  their  territory  were  largely  of  that  faith.  In  1075,  Lord  Ber- 
kf'ley  sold  his  undivided  half  of  the  province  to  John  Feuwicke,  in  trust  ,i'" 
Edward  Byllinge,  also  Quaker.s.  and  I'enwicke  sailed  in  the  Grithth,  wi-tii  a 
company  of  Friends  who  settled  at  Salem,  in  West  Jersey.  Byllinge,  having 
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boeome  involved  in  debt,  made  an  assignment  of  bis  interest  for  the  boneiit  of 
bis  creditors,  and  Wiiliani  Penn  was  iudviced  to  become-  finstee  jointly  witb 
Gowon  leiwrie  and  Nicboias  Lucas.  Penn  was  a devoted  (ju^'Ler,  and  bo  was 
of  that  earnest  nature  Lbat  the  interests  of  bis  friends  and  Christian  devotees 
were  like  Ins  own  [ie>’sonaI  interests.  Hence  be  became  Z'^alous  in  promoting 
the  welfare  of  the  coioay.  For  its  orderly  goverjunent,  ami  that  settlers  mi gJit 
have  as=.i!rance  of  staid lity  in  tbo  management  of  affairs,  Penn  drew  up  “ Con- 
cessions and  agreements  of  the  proprietors,  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  ^Vest 
Xew  Jersey  in  America ’■  in  forty- four  chapters.  Foreseeing  difficulty  from 
divided  antbority,  Penn  secured  a division  of  tlie  province  by  “ a lino  of  ]>ar- 
tition  from  the  east  side  of  Little  Egg  Harbor,  straight  north,  through  the 
country  io  the  utmost  branch  of  the  Delaware  River.”  Penn’s  half  was  called 
Xew  West  Jersey,  along  the  L'>elaware  side,  Carteret’s  Xew  East  Jersey  along  the 
ocean  sliore.  Penn’s  purposes  and  disposition  tovrard  tJie  settlers,  as  the 
founder  of  a State,  are  di.'Closed  by  a letter  which  he  wrote  at  this  tinre  to  a 
Friend,  Richard  Plartshoru,  then  in  America-.  “We  lava  foundation' for 
after  ages  to  understand  their  liberty,  as  men  and  Christians;  that  they  may 
not  be  brought  into  bondage,  but  by  their  own  consent;  for  we  put  the  power- 
in  the  people.  * So  every  man  is  capable  to  chooso  or  to  be  chosen:  no  man 
to  be  arrested,  condemned,  or  molested,  in  his  estate,  or  liberty,  but  by  twelve 
men  of  the  neighborhood:  no  man  to  lie  in  prison  for  debt,  but  that  his  estate 
satisfy,  as  far  as  it  vrill  go,  and  he  be  set  at  liberty  to  work;  no  man  to  be 
called  in  question,  or  molested  for  his  conscience.”  Lest  any  should,  be  in- 
duced to  h ave  Lome  and  embark  in  the  enterprise  of  settlement  unadvisedly, 
Penn  wrote  and  published  a letter  of  caution,  "That  in  wdromsoevor  a desire  to 
be  concerned  in  this  intended  plantation,  such  would  weigh  the  thing  before 
the  Lord,  and  not  headily,  or  rashly,  conclude  on  any  such  remove,  and  that 
they  do  not  offer  violence  to  the  tender  love  of  their  near  kindred  and  relations, 
but  soberly,  and  conscientiously  endeavor  to  obtain  their  good  wills;  that 
whether  they  go  or  sta}-,  it  naay  be  of  good  savor  before  the  Lord  and  good 
people.” 


CHAPTEE  V. 

Sir  Edviuxd  Andros,  1674-81— Ed^iund  Cantwkll,  1874-7G— John  Collier,  1670- 
77— ClIRISTOPIIER  Billop,  1677-81. 

PEXX',  as  Trustee,  and  finally  as  part  owner  of  Xew  Jersey, 
V ' became  much  interested  in  the  subject  of  colonization  in  America. 
Alaiiy  of  his  people  had  gone  thither,  and  ho  had  given  much  prayerful  study 
and  meditation  to  the  amelioration  of  their  condition  byseciu'ing  just  laws  for 
their  government.  His  imagination  pictured  the  fortunate  condition  of  a 
State  where  the  law-giver  should  alone  study  the  happiness  of  his  subjects,  and 
his  subjecl.s  should  be  chiefly  intent  on  rendering  implicit  obedience  to 
just  laws.  From  his  experience  in  the  management  of  tlie  Jer.seys,  he  had 
doubtless  discovered  that  if  he  would  carry  out  his  ideas  of  governmoul  suc- 
cessfully, he  must  have  a province  ^v■'hore  his  voice  would  be  ])otential  and  his 
Vv'ill  supreme.  He  accordingly  cast  about  for  the  acquirement  of  such  a land  in 
the  X'ew  World. 

Pe.un  had  doubtless  been  stiraulated  in  his  desires  by  the  vei-y  roseate  ac- 
counts of  the  beauty  and.  excellence  of  the  country,  its  salubrity  of  climate,  its 
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balmy  airs,  tbe  fertility  of  Us  soil,  and  the  abundance  of  the  native  fish,  llesh 
and  fowl.  In  lObO,  oue  Malhon  Stacy  ‘vYroie  a letter  vdiich  was  largely  circu- 
lated in  England,  in  v, 'hid  ho  says:  “It  is  a counlry  that  produceth  all  things 

for  the  support  and  iurtliorauce  of  man,  in  a plentiful  manner.  j 

have  seen  orcliards  laden  vritli  fruit  to  admiration;  their  very  limbs  torn  to 
pieces  with  vreight,  roost  delicious  to  tho  taste,  and  lovely  to  behold.  I have 
seen  ar  apple  tree,  f.rorn  a pippin-kernel,  yield  a barrel  of  curious  cider;  and 
peaclies  in  such  plenty  iliai.  some  people  took  their  carts  a peach  gathering;  I 
could  not  blit  smile  at  the  conceit  of  it;  they  are  very  delicious  fruit,  and  hang 
almost  like  our  onions,  that  are  tied  on  rope.A  I have  seen  and  know,  tliis 
summer,  forty  bushels  of  bold  wheat  of  one  bushel  sown.  From  ?day  till 
Michaelmas,  great  store  of  very  good  wild  fruits  as  strawberries,  cranl)erries 
and  hiudleberries,  which  are  like  oiu-  billberries  in  E.ngland,  only  far  sweeter; 
the  cranberries,  much  like  cherries  for  color  aucl  bigness,  which  may  he 
kept  till  fruit  comes  again;  an  excellent  sauce  is  made  of  them  for  venison, 
tui-keys,  and  other  great  fowl,  and  they  are  better  to  make  tarts  of  than  oitlier 
goosooerries  or  cherries;  we  have  them  brought  to  our  houses  by  the  Indians 
in  great  plenty.  My  brother  Ilobert  had  as  many  cherries  this  year  as  vrould 
have  loaded  several  carts.  ,Y.s  for  venison  and  fowls,  we  have  great  plenty; 
ive  have  brought  home  to  our  countries  by  the  Indians,  seven  or  eight  fat  bucks 
in  a day.  "We  went  into  the  river  to  catch  herrings  after  the  Indian  fashion, 
iis  5s  * Y\  0 could  have  filled  a three-bushel  sack  of  as  good  larp-e  herriurrs 
as  ever  I paw.  as  to  beef  and  pork,  here  is  groat  plenty  of  it,  and  good 

sheep.  The  common  grass  of  this  country  feeds  beef  very  fat.  Indeed,  the 
country,  take  it  as  a wdiderness,  is  a bravo  country.” 

The  father  of  ^Viliiam  Penn  had  arisen  to  distinction  in  tne  British  Navy. 
He  Avas  sent  in  Cromv, 'ell's  time,  with  a consdderable  sea  and  land  force,  to  the 
"West  Indies,  vhere  he  reduced  the  Island  of  Jamaica  under  English  rule.  At 
the  restoration,  he  gave  in  his  adhesion  to  the  royal  cause.  Under  James, 
linke  of  York.  Admiral  Penn  commanded  the  English  fleet  which  descended 
upon  the  Dutch  coast,  and  gained  a great  victory  over  tlie  combined  naval 
forces  led  by  Tan  Opdam.  For  this  great  service  to  his  country,  Penn  was 
knighted,  and  became  a favorite  at  court,  tho  King  and  his  brothor,  the  Duke, 
holding  him  in  cherished  remembrance.  At  his  death,  there  rvas  due  him 
from  the  crown  the  sum  of  £16,000,  a portion  of  which  he  himself  had  ad- 
S'anced  for  the  sea  service.  Filled  with  tho  romauiic  idea  of  colonization,  and 
enamored  with  the  sacred  cause  of  his  people,  the  son,  who  had  come  to  be  re. 
garded  with  favor  for  his  great  father's  sake,  petitioned  King  Charles  If  to 
grant  him,  in  liquidation  of  this  debt,  “ a tract  of  land  in  America,  lying 
north  of  Maryland,  bounded  east  by  the  Delaware  River,  on  the  west  limited 
as  Maryland,  and  northward  to  extend  as  far  as  plautable.”  There  were  con- 
fucting  interests  at  this  time  which  were  being  warih'  rvatebed  at  court.  The 
petition  was  submitted  to  the  Privy  Council,  and  afterward  to  the  Lords  of 
the  committee  of  plantations.  The  Duke  of  Y'crk  already  held  the  counties  of 
New  Castle,  Kent  and  Snsse.x.  Lord  Baltimore  held  a grant  upon  the  south, 
with  an  indefinite  northern  limit,  and  tho  agents  of  both  those  territories 
viewed  witli  a jealous  eye  any  new  grant  that  should  in  any  way  trench  u]xm 
their  rights.  These  claims  were  fully  debated  and  heard  by  the  Lords,  and. 
beiug  a matter  in  which  the  King  raauifested  special  interest,  the  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  North,  and  tho  Attorney  General,  Sir  William  Jones,  were  consulted 
both  as  to  the  grant  itself,  and  the  form  or  ma7.uier  of  making  it.  Finally, 
after  a careful  study  of  tho  whole  subject,  it  was  determined  by  the  highe.st 
authority  in  the  Government  to  grarrt  to  Penn  a larger  tract  than  he  had  asked 
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for,  and  the  chartor  was  di’awn  with  unexampled  liberality,  in  unequivocal 
terms  of  gift  and  i.erpetuity  of  holding,  and  with  remarkable  minuteness  of 
detail,  and  that  Penn  should  have  the  advamtago  of  any  double  moaning  con- 
vtwed  in  the  instrument,  the  twenty-third  and  last  section  provides:  “And, 
if  perchance  hereafter  any  doubt  or  question  sliould  arise  concerning  the  true 
sense  and  meaning  of  any  word,  clause  or  sentence  contained  in  this  our  present 
charter,  we  will  ordain  and  command  that  at  all  times  and  in  all  things  such 
interpretation  bo  made  thereof,  and  allowed  in  any  of  our  cotirts  whatsoever 
as  shall  bo  adjudged  most  advantageous  and  favorable  unto  the  said  William 
Penn,  his  heirs  and  assigns." 

It  v/as  a joyful  day  for  Penn  when  he  iinally  reached  the  consummation  of 
his  wishes,  and  saw  himself  invested  with  pdmost  dictatorial  power  over  a 
country  as  large  as  England  itself,  destined  to  become  a y^epuloiis  emp.ire. 
But  his  exultation  was  tempered  with  the  most  devout  Christian  spirit,  fearful 
lest  in  the  exercise  of  his  gi’eat  power  he  might  be  led  to  do  something  that 
should  be  displeasing  to  God.  To  his  dear  friend,  Bobert  Turner,  ho  writes 
in  a modest  way;  “ My  true  love  in  the  Lord  salutes  thee  and  dear  friends 
that  love  the  Lord’s  precious  truth  in  those  parts.  Thine  I have,  and  for  my 
liusiness  here  know  that  after  many  waitings.  W'atchings,  solicitings  and  dis- 
putes in  council,  this  day  my  country  was  conlirmed  to  me  under  the  great  seal 
of  England,  with  large  powers  and  yirivileges,  by  the  name  of  Pennsylvania,  a 
name  the  King  would  give  it  in  honor  of  my  father.  I chose  New  "Wales,  be- 
ing, as  this,  a pretty  hilly  country;  but  Penn  being  "Welsh  for  a head,  as  Pen- 
manmoire  in  Wales,  and  Penrith  in  Cumberland,  and  Penn,  in  Buckingham- 
shire, the  Itighest  land  in  England,  called  this  Pennsylvania,  which  is  the  high 
or  head  woodlands;  for  I proposed,  when  the  Secretary,  a Welshman,  refused 
to  have  it  called  Nevr  Wales,  Sylvauia.  and  they  added  Penn  to  it;  and  though 
I much  opposed  it,  and  went  to  the  King  to  have  it  struck  out  and  altered,  he 
said  it  was  past,  and  would  take  it  upon  him;  nor  could  twenty  guineas  move 
the  Under  Secretary  to  vary  the  name;  for  I feared  lest  it  should  be  looked  on 
as  a vanity  in  me,  and  not  as  a respect  in  the  King,  as  it  truly  was  to  iny 
father,  whom  he  c>ften  mentions  with  praise.  Thou  mayest  cornmutdeate  my 
gi’ant  to  Friends,  and  expect  shortly  iny  proposals.  It  is  a clear  and  just 
thing,  and  my  God,  that  has  given  it  me  through  many  difficulties,  will,  I be- 
lieve, bless  and  make  it  the  seed  of  a nation.  1 shall  have  a tender  care  to  the 
government,  th^t  it  be  well  laid  at  first.” 

Penn  had  asked  that  the  cvestern  boundary  should  be  the  same  as  that  of 
Maryland;  but  the  King  made  the  widlh  from  east  to  ivest  tive  full  degrees. 
The  charter  limits  were  “ all  that  tract,  or  part,  of  land,  in  America,  with  the 
islands  therein  contained  as  the  same  is  bounded,  on  the  ea.st  by  Delaware 
River,  from  twelve  miles  distance  northwards  of  New  Castle  town,  unto  the 
three  and  fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude.  ^ 5); 

The  said  land  to  extend  westward  live  degrees  in  longitude,  to  be  computed 
from  the  said  eastern  bounds;  and  the  said  lands  to  be  bounded  on  the  north 
by  the  beginning  of  the  three  and  fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and, 
on  the  south,  by  a circle  drawn  at  twelve  miles  distance  from  New  Castle 
northward  and  westward  unto  the  beginning  of  the  fortieth  degree  of  northern 
latitude;  and  then  by  a straight  line  westward  tu  the  limits  of  longitude  above 
mentioned ’’ 

It  is  evident  that  tne  royal  secretaries  did  not  well  understand  the  geogra- 
phy of  this  section,  for  Iw  reference  to  a map  it  will  be  seen  that  the  begin- 
ning of  the  fortieth  degree,  that  is,  the  end  of  the  thirty-ninth,  cuts  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  hence  Baltimore,  and  the  greater  part  cf  Maryland 
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and  a good  slice  of  Virginia  woulci  Lave  been  included  in  the  clear  terras  of 
the  chartered  limits  of  Venusylvania.  But  the  charters  of  Maryland  and  Vir- 
ginia antedated  this  of  Pennsylvania.  Still,  the  terras  of  the  Penn  charter 
^ver0  distinct,  the  beeinning  of  the  fortietli  degree,  whereas  tluesc  of  31aryland 
wore  ambiguons,  thenorthern  lunit being  fixed  at  the  fortieth  degroo;  but  whether 
at  tho  beginning  or  at  the  ending  of  the  fortieth  was  nr-t  stated.  Penn 
claimed  three  full  degrees  of  latitude,  and  when  it  was  found  that  a contro- 
versy was  lihely  to  ensue,  the  King,  by  tho  hand  of  his  roya’i  minister,  Con- 
way, issued  a tm-ther  declaration,  dated  at  IVdjitehall,  April  2,  IGSl,  in  which 
the  wording  of  the  original  c.hartej'ed  limits  fi.ved  for  Pennsyls'ania  were 
quoted  verbatim,  and  his  royal  pleasure  declared  that  these  limits  should  be 
respected  “ as  they  tender  his  majesty’s  displeasure.”  This  \^as  supposed  to 
Bottlo  tho  matter.  But  Lord  Baltimore  still  pressed  his  claim,'  and  the  ques- 
tion of  southern  bouiidaiy  remained  an  open  one,  causing  much  dlsoraetude 
to  Penn,  requiring  watchfid  care  at  court  for  more  than  half  a century,  and 
until  after  the  proprietor’s  death. 

TVe  gather  from  the  terms  of  the  charter  itself  that  the  King,  in  making 
the  grant,  was  inllueuced  “by  the  commendable  desire  of  i’enn  to  enlarge  our 
British  Em])ive,  and  promote  such  useful  corarnoditie.s  as  may  'be  of  benefit 
to  us  and  oui'  dominions,  as  also  to  reduce  savage  nations  by  just  and  gentle 
manners,  to  the  love  of  civil  society  and  Christian  religion,”  and  out  of  "re- 
gard to  the  memory  and  merits  of  his  late  father,  in  divers  services,  and  }>ar- 
ticularly  to  his  conduct,  com'age  and  discretion,  under  our  dearest  Ijrothei-, 
James,  JXike  ot  York,  '.n  the  signal  'battle  and  victory,  fought  and  obtained, 
against  the  Dutch  tleet,  commanded  by  the  Herr  Y"an  Opdam  in  IGbu.” 

The  motive  for  obtaining  it  on  the  part  of  Penn  may  be  gathered  from  tho 
following  extract  of  a letter  to  a friend:  "For  my  country  I eyed  iiie  Lord  in 
obtaining  it;  and  more  was  I drawn  inward  to  look  to  Him,  and  to  owe  it  to  His 
Land  and  Y^ower  than  to  any  other  v,’ay.  I have  so  obtained  and  desire  to  keo’p 
it,  that  I may  be  unworthy  of  His  love,  but  do  that  which  may  answer  His 
kind  providence  and  ].'ieople. ” 

The  charter  of  King  Charles  II  vms  dated  Ajjril  2,  16S1.  Iiest  any 
tronble  might  arise  in  the  firture  from  claims  founded  on  the  grant  i)r6viously 
made  to  the  Duke  of  York,  of  “Long  Island  and  adjacent  territories  occupied 
by  the  Ptutch,”  the  prudent  forethought  of  Penn  induced  him  to  obtain  a deed, 
dated  August  dl,  ]t3b2,  of  the  Duke,  for  iVnusyivania,  substantially  in  the 
terms  of  the  royal  charter.  But  Penn  vras  still  not  satisfied.  He  was  cut  off 
from  the  ocean  except  by  the  uncertain  navigation  of  one  narrow  stream.  He 
therefore  obtained  from , the  Duke  a grant  of  New  Castle  and  a district  of 
twelve  nules  around  it,  dated  on  the  24th  of  August,  1GS2.  and  on  tho  same 
day  a further  grant  from  the  Duke  of  a tract  extending  to  Capo  Houlopen, 
embracing  the  two  counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  tho  two  grants  com];rising 
what  were  known  as  the  territories,  or  the  three  lower  counties,  which  were 
for  many  years  a part  of  Pennsylvania,  but  subsequently  constituted  tho  State 
of  Delaware. 

Being  now  satisfied  with  his  [movince,  and  that  his  titles  were  secure,  Penn 
drew  such  a description  of  the  country  as  from  his  knowledge  he  was  able 
to  give,  which,  together  with  the  royal  charter  and  proclamation,  terms  of 
settlement,  and  other  papers  pertaining  thereto,  ho  publishml  and  sj^read 
broadcast  through  the  kingdom,  taking  special  pains  doubtless  to  have  the 
documents  reach  the  Friends.  The  terms  of  sale  oF  lands  wt-ro  40  shillings  for 
100  acres,  and  1 shilling  p'U’  acre  rental.  The  ([Uf'stlou  has  been  raised,  why 
exact  the  annnal  payment  of  one  shilling  per  acre.  The  terms  of  the  grant  by 
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the  royal  charter  to  Penn  were  made  absoluie  on  the  “ payment  therefor  to  ns, 
our  heirs  and  si'iceessors,  two  beaver  skins,  to  be  delivered  at  onr  castle  in 
Windsor,  on  tlie  lit,  day  of  January  in  every  year,”  and  contingent  payment 
of  onedifth  part  of  all  gold  and  silver  which  shall  from  time  to  time  happm 
to  be  found  cPar  of  all  charjres,  ” Penn,  therefore,  held  his  title  only-  hpon 
the  payment  of  quit-rents.  He  could  consequently  give  a valid  title  only  by 
tile  exacting  of  quit-rents. 

Having  now  a great  province  of  his  own  to  manage,  Penn  was  obliged  to 
relinquish  his  share  in  Vi’est  New  Jersey.  He  had  given  largely  of  his  time  and 
energies  to  its  settlement;  he  had  sent  1,-100  emigrants,  many  of  them  people 
of  high  character:  had  seen  farms  reclaimed  from  the  forest,  the  town  of 
Burlington  built,  meeting  houses  erected  in  place  of  tents  lor  worship,  good 
Government  established,  and  the  savage  Indians  turned  to  peaceful  ways. 
With  satisfaction,  therefore,  he  could  now  give  himself  to  reclaiming  and  set- 
tling his  own  province.  He  had  of  course  in  his  published  account  of  the 
country  made  it  appear  a desirable  place  lor  habitation.  But  lest  any  should 
regret  having  gone  thither  when  it  was  too  late,  he  added  to  his  description  a 
caution,  “ to  consider  seriously  the  premises,  as  well  the  inconveuiency  as 
futiue  ease  and  plenty;  that  so  none  may  move  rashly  or  from  a fickle,  but  from 
a solid  mind,  having  above  all  things  an  eye  to  the  providence  of  God  in  the 
disposing  of  themselves.”  Nothing  more  surely  points  to  the  goodness  of 
heart  of  William  Penn,  the  great  founder  of  our  State,  than  this  extreme 
solicitude,  lest  he  might  induce  any  to  go  to  the  new  country  who  should  af- 
terward regret  having  gone. 

The  publication  of  the  royal  charter  and  his  description  of  the  country 
attracted  attention,  and  many  purchases  of  land  were  made  of  Penn  before 
leaving  England.  That  these  purchasers  might  have  something  binding  to 
rely  upon,  Penn  drew  up  what  he  termed  “ conditions  or  concessions  ” between 
hiroself  as  proprietor  and  purchasers  in  the  province.  These  related  to  the 
settling  the  country,  laying  out  towns,  and  especially  to  the  treatment  of  the 
Indians,  who  were  to  have  the  same  rights  and  juivileges,  and  careful  regard 
as  the  Europeans.  And  what  is  perhaps  a remarkable  instance  of  provident 
forethought,  the  eighteenth  article  provides  “ That,  in  clearing  the  ground, 
care  be  taken  to  leave  one  acre  of  trees  for  every  five  acres  cleared,  especially 
to  preserve  oak  and  mulberries,  for  silk  aud  shipping.”  It  could  be  desired 
that  such  a provision  might  have  remained  operative  in  the  State  for  all 
time. 

Encouraged  by  the  manner  in  which  his  proposals  for  settlement  were 
received,  Penn  now  drew  up  a frame  of  government,  consisting  of  twenty- 
fom  articles  and  forty  laws.  These  were  drawn  in  a spirit  of  unexampled 
fairness  and  liberality,  introduced  by  an  elaborate  essay  ou  the  just  rights  of 
government  and  governed,  and  with  such  conditions  and  concessions  that  it 
should  never  bo  in  the  power  of  an  unjust  Governor  tf)  take  advantage  of  the 
people  and  practice  injustice.  “ Eor  the  matter  of  liberty  and  privilege,  I pur- 
pose that  which  is  extraordinary,  and  leave  myself  and  successors  no  power  of 
doing  mischief,  that  the  will  of  one  man  may  not  hinder  that  of  a whole  coun- 
try. This  frame  gave  impress  to  the  character  of  the  early  government.  It  im- 
planted in  the  breasts  of  the  people  a deep  sense  of  duty,  of  right,  and  of  obli- 
gation in  all  public  affairs,  and  the  relations  of  man  with  man,  and  folmed  a 
framework  for  the  future  constitution.  Penn  himself  had  felt  the  heavy  hand 
of  government  for  religious  opinions  and  practice’  sake.  He  determined,  for 
the  matter  of  religion,  to  leave  all  free  to  hold  such  opinions  as  they  might 
elect,  and  hence  enacted  for  his  State  that  all  who  “ hold  themselves  obliged 
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in  conscioncG,  to  live  peaceably  ami  justly  in  civil  society,  sbaJl,  in.  no  ways, 
bo  molested,  nor  prejudiced,  for  their  religious  persuasion,  or  practice,  in  mat- 
ters of  faith  and  wor.-hip,  nor  sliall  they  bo  compelled,  at  any  time,  to  fre- 
quent, or  maintain,  any  rcdigious  worship,  place,  or  ministry  wbatever.”  At 
this  period,  such  govermental  liberality  in  matiens  of  religion  was  almost  un- 
known, though  Roger  'Williams  m the  colony  of  Rhode  Island  liad  previously, 
uud.or  similar  circumstances,  and  having  just  escaped  a like  persecution,  pro- 
claimed it,  as  had  likewise  Lord  Baltimore  in  the  Catholic  colony  of  Mary- 
land. 

Tliemind  of  Penn  was  constantly  exercised  upon  Uie  aftairs  of  his  settlemenh 
Indeed,  to  plant  a colony  in  anew  couutiyhad  been  a thought  of  his  boyhood, 
for  ho  says  in  one  of  his  letters;  “I  had  an  opening  of  joy  as  to  these  parts  in 
the  year  1051,  at  Oxford,  twenty  years  since.”  Not  being  in  readiness  to  go 
to  his  province  during  the  tirst  year,  ho  disyiatched  three  ship  loads  of  set- 
tlers. and  with  them  sent  his  cousin,  William  Markham,  to  take  formal  pos- 
session of  the  country  and  act  as  Deputy  Governor  Alarkham.  sailed  for  Xew 
York,  and  upon  his  arrival  there  exhibited  his  commission,  bearing  date  Marc’h 
6,  lC)Sl,r.nd  the  King’s  charter  and  proclamation.  In  the  absence  of  Gov.  x\.n- 
dros,  who,  on  having  been  called  to  account  for  some  complaint  made  against 
him,  had  gone  to  England,  Capt.  Anthony  Brockholls,  Acting  Governor,  re- 
ceived Markham's  papers,  and  gave  him  a letter  addressed  to  the  civil  officers 
on  the  Delaware,  informing  them  that  Alarkham’s  authority  as  G-overnor  had 
been  exanjined,  and  an  official  record,  made  of  it  at  New'  Y'ork,  thanking  them 
tor  their  fidelity,  and  requesting  them  to  submit  themselves  to  the  new  author- 
ity. Armed  with  this  letter,  which  was  dated  Juno  21,  IGSl,  Markham  pro- 
ceeded to  the  Delaware,  where,  on  exhibiting  bis  papers,  ho  was  kindly  re- 
ceived, and  allegiance  was  cheerfully  transferred  to  the  new'  government.  In- 
deed so  frequently  had  the  power  changed  hands  that  it  had  become  quite  a 
matter  of  habit  to  transfer  obedience  from  one  authority  to  another,  and  they 
had  scarcelv  laid  their  heads  to  rest  at  night  but  with  the  consciousness  that 
the  morning  light  might  bring  new  codes  and  new  officers. 

Markham  w'as  empowered  to  call  a council  of  nine  citizens  to  assist  him  in 
the  government,  and  over  whom  he  was  to  preside.  He  brought  a letfer  ad- 
dressed to  Lord  Baltimore,  touching  the  boundary  between  the  two  grants,  and 
exhibiting  the  terms  of  the  charter  for  Pennsylvania.  On  receipt  of  this  let- 
ter, Lord  Baltimore  came  to  Ej.dand  to  confer  w’ith  Markham.  An  observation 
fixing  the  exact  latitude  of  Upland  showed  that  it  was  twelve  miles  south  of 
the  forty -first  degree,  to  w-’nich  Baltimore  claimed,  and  that  the  beginning  of 
the  fortieth  degree,  which  the  royal  charter  explicitly  fixed  for  the  southern 
boundary  of  Pennsylvania,  would  include  nearly  the  entire  Stale  of  Maryland, 
and  cut  the  limits  of  tlie  present  site  of  the  city  of  W'ashingtou.  “If  this  be 
allow'ed,”  was  significantly  asked  by  Baltimore,  “where  is  my  province? ’’ 
He  returned  to  his  colony,  and  from  this  time  forward  an  active  contention 
was  begun  before  the  authorities  in  England  for  possession  of  the  disputed 
territory,  which  required  all  the  arts  and  diplomatic  skill  of  Penn. 

Markham  was  accompanied  to  the  province  by  four  Cominissiouers  sent 
out  by  Penn — IVilliam  Crispin,  John  Bezer,  William  Haige  and  Nathaniel 
Allen.  The  first  named  had  been  designated  as  Surveyor  General,  but  he 
having  died  on  the  passage,  Thomas  Holme  w'as  appointed  to  succeed  him. 
These  Commissioners,  in  conjunction  with  the  Governor,  bad  tw'o  chief  duties 
assigned  them.  The  first  was  to  meet  and  preserve  friendly  relations  with  the 
Indians  and  acquire  lands  by  actual  purchase,  and  the  second  was  to  select  the 
Bite  of  a great  city  and  make  the  necessary  surveys.  Tliat  they  might  have  a 
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c-uit.able  introdnetion  to  tho  natives  from  '‘.ura,  Penn  addressed  to  them  a dec- 
laration of  his  purposes,  conceived  in  a spirit  of  brotherly  lovt-,  and  expressed 
in  such  sinij.ile  terms  that  these  children  of  the  forest,  niischooled  in  book 
learning,  would  have  no  diliiculty  in  appreliending  his  meaning.  The  refer- 
ring the  source  of  all^power  to  the  Creator  was  hrted  to  produce  a strong  im- 
pression ujioii  their  naturally  superstitious  habits  of  thought,  ‘•There  is  a 
great  God  and  power,  that  hath  made  the  world,  and  ail  things  therein,  to 
whom  you  and  T.  and  all  people  owe  their  being,  and  wel)  being;  and  to  whom 
von  and  I must  one  day  give  an  account  for  all  that  we  do  in  the  world.  This 
oreat  God  hath  written  His  law  in  our  hearts,  by  which  we  are  taught  and  com- 
mauded  to  love,  and  help,  and  do  good  to  one  another.  How  this  great  God  hath 
been  ]>leased  to  make  me  concerned  in  your  part  of  the  world,  and  the  King 
of  the  country  where  I live  hath  given  mo  a great  province  therein;  but  .1  de- 
sire to  enjoy  it  with  your  love  and  consent,  that  we  may  always  live  together, 
as  neighbors  and  friends;  else  what  would  the  great  God  do  to  us,  who  hath 
made  us,  not  to  devour  and  destroy  one  another,  but  to  live  soberly  and  kindly 
tof'ether  in  the  world?  How  1 would  have  you  well  observe  that  I am  verv 

O « V 

sensible  of  the  unkinduess  and  injustice  that  have  been  too  much  exercised 
toward  you  by  the  [)eop!e  of  the.se  parts  of  the  world,  who  have  sought  them- 
selves, and  to  rn.'ike  great  advantages  by  you,  rather  than  to  be  examples  of 
goodness  and  patience  unto  you,  which  I hear  hath  been  a matter  of  trouble 
to  vou,  and  caused  great  grudging  and  animosities,  sometimes  to  the  shedding 
of  blood,  which  h.atli  made  the  great  God  angry.  But  I am  not  such  a juan, 
as  is  well  knoAm  in  iny  O'vn  country.  I have  great  love  and  regard  toward 
you,  and  desire  to  gain  your  love  and  friendship  by  a kind,  just  and  peaceable 
life,  and  the  people  I send  are  of  the  same  mind,  and  shall  in  all  things  be- 
have themselves  accordingly;  and  if  in  anything  an)'  shall  offend  you  or 
your  people,  you  shall  have  a full  and  speedy  satisfaction  for  the  same  by  an 
equal  number  of  just  men  on  both  sides  that  b;>'  no  laeaiis  you  may  have  just 
occasion  of  being  offended  against  them.  1 shall  shortly  come  to  you  myself, 
at  which  time  we  may  more  largely  and  fja'ely  confer  and  discourse  of  these 
matters.  In  the  meantime,  I have  sent  my  Commissioners  to  treat  with  you 
about  laud,  and  form  a league  of  peace.  Let  me  desire  you  to  be  kind  to 
them  and  their  people,  and  receive  these  presents  and  tokens  which  I have  sent 
yon  as  a testimony  of  my  good  will  to  you,  and  my  resolution  to  live  justly, 
peaceably  and  friendly  with  yo-a.” 

In  this  plain  but  sublime  statement  is  embraced  the  whole  theory  of  ''tVill- 
iam  Penn’s  treatment  of  the  Indians.  It  was  the  doctrine  which  the  Savior 
of  mankind  came  upon  earth  to  promulgate — the  estimable  worth  of  every 
human  .souk  ,\nd  when  Penn  came  to  prupose  his  laws,  one  was  adopted 
which  forbade  private  trade  ^vith  the  natives  in  which  they  might  bo  overreached; 
but  it  was  required  that  the  valuable  skins  and  furs  they  had  to  sell  should  be 
hung  up  in  the  market  place  where  all  could  see  them  and  enter  into  compe- 
tition for  their  pimchase.  Penn  was  offered  £G,0U0  for  a monopoly  of  trade. 
But  he  well  knew  the  injustice  to  which  this  would  subject  the  simple-minded 
natives,  and  he  refused  it  saying:  “As  the  Lord  gave  it  me  over  all  and 

great  opposition,  I would  not  abuse  His  love,  nor  act  unworthy  of  His  provi- 
dence, and  so  defile  what  came  to  me  clean  ” — a sentiment  %vorthy  to  be  treas- 
ured with  the  best  thoughts  of  the  sages  of  old.  And  to  his  Commissioners  he 
gave  a letter  of  instructions,  in  which  he  says:  “Be  impartially  just  to  all; 
that  is  both  pleasing  to  the  Lord,  and  wdse  in  itself.  Be  tender  of  offending 
the  Indians,  and  let  them  know  that  you  come  to  sit  down  lovingly  among 
them.  Let  my  letter  and  conditions  be  read  in  their  tongue,  that  they  may  see 
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we  have  their  good  in  our  eye.  Be  grave,  they  love  not  to  be  smiled  on.” 
Acting  upon  those  wise  and  just  considerations,  the  Commissioners  bad  no  diffi- 
cuKy  in  maldng  .barge  pm'chases  of  !ho  Indians  of  lands  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Delaware  and  above  the  mouth  of  the  Schuylkill. 

But  they  found  greater  dilliculty  in  settling  the  place  for  tbo  now  city. 
Fenu  had  given  very  minute  instructions  about  this,  and  it  was  not  easy 
to  lind  a tract  which  answered  all  the  conditions.  For  seven  weeks  they  kept 
up  their  search.  I’enn  had  written,  “ be  sure  to  make  your  choice  where  it  is 
most  navigable,  high,  dry  and  healthy;  that  is,  whore  most  ships  may  bestride, 
of  deepest  draught,  of  water,  if  possible  to  load  and  unload  at  the  bank  or 
kej'’s  side  without  boating  and  lightening  of  it.  It  would  do  well  if  the  river 
coming  into  that  creek  he  navigable,  at  least  for  boats  up  into  the  country, 
and  that  the  situation  be  high,  at  least  dry  and  sound  and  not  swampy,  which 
is  best  knovni  by  digging  up  two  or  three  earths  and  seeing  the  bottom.”  By 
his  instructions,  the  site  of  the  city  was  to  be.  between  two  navigable  streams, 
and  embrace  10,000  acres  in  one  block.  ‘‘  Be  sure  to  settle  the  figure  of  the 
town  so  that  the  streets  hereafter  may  be  uniform  down  to  tiio  water  from  the 
country  bounds.  Let  every  bouse  be  placed,  if  the  person  pleases,  in  the 
middle  of  its  plat.  a.s  to  the  breadth  way  of  it,  that  so  there  may  be  ground  on 
each  side  for  gardens  or  orchards  or  fields,  that  it  may  be  a green  country  town, 
which  will  never  be  burnt  and  always  wdiolesomo. ” The  soil  was  examined, 
the  streams  wmre  sounded,  deep  pits  were  dug  that  a location  might  bo  found 
whicli  should  gratify  the  desires  of  Fenn.  All  the  eligible  sites  were  ins'pected 
from  the  ocean  far  up  into  the  country.  Fenn  himself  had  anticipated  that 
Chester  or  Bpland  would  be  adopted  from  all  that  he  could  learn  of  it;  but 
this  was  rejected,  as  was  also  the  ground  upon  Poquessing  Creek  and  that  at 
Penusbury  olanor  above  Bristol  which  had  been  carefully  considered,  and  the 
present  site  of  Philadelphia  was  finally  adopted  as  coming  nearest  to  the 
requirements  of  the  proprietor.  It  had  not  10,000  acres  in  a solid  square,  but 
it  was  between  two  navigable  streams,  and  the  soil  was  high  and  dry,  being  for 
the  most  part  a vast  bed  of  gravel,  excellent  for  drainage  and  likely  to  prove 
healthful.  The  streets  were  laid  out  regularly  and  crossed  each  other  at 
right  angles.  As  the  gi’ound  was  only  gently  rolling,  the  gi'ading  was  easily 
accomplished.  One  broad  street,  ^Market,  extends  from  river  to  river  through 
ttiG  midst  of  it,  vrhioli  is  crossed  at  right  angles  at  its  middle  point  by  Broad 
street  of  equal  width.  It  is  120  miles  from  the  ocean  by  the  course  of  the 
river,  and  only  sixty  in  a direct  line,  eighty-seven  miles  from  New  York, 
ninety-five  from  Baltimore,  130  from  Washington,  100  from  Harrisburg  and 
300  from  Pittsburgh,  and  lies  in  north  latitude  39^  50'  54",  and  longitude  75' 
8'  45''  west  irora  Creeuwfich  The  name  Philadelphia  (brotherly  love),  was 
one  that  Penn  had  before  selected,  as  this  founding  a city  was  a project  which 
ho  had  long  dreamed  of  and  contemplated  with  never-ceasing  interest. 
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William  YIalkiiam,  lGSl-82  — "sVAlliasi  Penn,  1683-84. 

AYING  ROW  made  necessary  preparations  aud  settled  his  affairs  in  En- 


gland, Penn  embarked  on  board,  tho  sbi])  Welcome,  in  Angust,  16S2,  in 
company  with  about  a hundred  planters,  mostly  from  his  native  town  of  Sussex, 
and  set  his  prow  for  tlie  Xow  IVorld.  Before  leaving  the  Downs,  he  addressed 
a farewell  letter  to  his  friends  whom  he  left  behind,  and  another  to  his  wife 
and  children,  giving  them  much  e.xcellent  advice,  and  sketching  the  way  of 
life  ho  wished  them  to  lead.  With  remarkable  care  and  minuteness,  lie  points 
out  the  way  in  which  he  would  have  his  cliiklron  bred,  and  educated,  married, 
and  live.  A single  passage  from  this  remarkable  document  will  indicate  its 
general  tenor.  “ Be  sure  to  observe,”  in  educating  his  children,  “ their  genius, 
;ind  do  not  cross  it  as  to  leariiing  ; let  them  not  dwell  too  long  on  one  thing  ; 
but  let  their  change  be  agreeable,  and  let  all  their  diversions  have  some  little 
bodily  labor  in  them.  ^Vhen  grown  big,  havo  most  care  for  them  ; for  then 
there  are  more  snares  both  within  and  without.  When  marriageable,  .see  that 
they  have  worthy  persons  in  their  ejo  ; of  good  life  aud  good  fame  for  yuety' 
and  understanding.  I need  no  wealth  but  sufficiency  ; and  be  sure  their  love 
bo  dear,  fervent  and  mutual,  tiiat  it  may^  be  hajipy  for  tliein.”  And  to  bis 
childreu  he  said,  “ Betake  yoimselves  to  some  honest,  industrious  course  of 
life,  aud  that  not  oii  sordid  covetousness,  but  for  example  and  to  avoid  idle- 
ness. *****  Love  not  money  nor  the  world  ; use  them  oiilyy 
and  they  will  serve  you  ; but  if  you  love  them  you  servo  them,  which  will 
debase  your  spirits  as  well  as  oli’end  the  Lord.  * * * * * Watch 

against  anger,  neither  speak  nor  act  in  it  ; for,  like  drunkenness,  it  makes  a 
man  a beast,  and  throws  people  into  de.sperate  inconveniences.”  The  entire 
letters  are  so  full  of  excellent  counsel  that  they  might  with  great  profit  be 
committed  to  memory,  and  treasured  in  the  he.ait. 

The  voyage  of  nearly  six  weeks  was  prosperous  ; but  they  had  not  been 
long  on  the  ocean  before  that  loathed  disease — the  virulent  small-pox — broke 
out,  of  which  thirty  died,  nearly  a third  of  the  whole  companyv  This,  added 
to  the  usual  discomforts  and  terrors  of  the  ocean,  to  most  of  whom  this  was 
probably  their  first  experience,  made  the  voj  age  a dismal  one.  And  here  was 
seen  the  nobi lit}"  of  Penn.  ” For  his  good  conversation  ” says  one  of  them, 
“ was  veiy  advantageous  to  all  tiie  company.  His  singular  care  was  manifested 
in  contributing  to  the  necessities  of  many  who  were  sick  with  the  small-pox 
then  on  board.” 

His  arrival  upon  the  coast  and  passage  up  the  river  was  hfiiled  with  dem- 
onstrations of  joy  by  all  classes,  English,  Dutch,  Swedes,  and  especially  by  his 
own  devoted  followers.  He  landed  at  New  Castle  on  tho  24th  of  October,  16S2, 
and  on  the  following  day  summoned  the  people  to  the  court  houso,  where  pos- 
session of  the  country  was  formally  made  over  „o  him,  and  ho  renewed  the 
commissions  of  the  magistrates,  to  whom  aud  to  the  assembled  people  he  an- 
nounced the  design  of  his  coming,  explained  the  nature  and  end  of  truly  good 
government,  assuring  them  that  their  religious  and  civil  rights  should  be  re- 
spected, and  recommended  them  to  live  in  sobriety  and  peace.  He  then  pro- 
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HISTORY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


c.'-K3<;1ecl  to  Upland,  hencefovrard  knov/n  as  Chostcr,  -wliere,  on  tlio4th  of  Novem- 
ber, he  called  Rii  assembly  of  ihe  people,  ia  ^s’hich  an  oopLal  number  of  vote.s 
was  allowed  to  tho  province  and  the  territories.  Nichola.s  hitjore,  President  of 
tho  Free  Societ}'  of  Traders,  was  chosen  speaker.  A.s  at  >;orv  Castle,  Penn 
addressed  tho  a&sembl\ , giving  them  assurances  of  his  beiieiicent  intentions, 
for  v.’hich  they  returned  their  grateful  acknowledgments,  the  Swedes  being 
especially  demonstr.?.tive,  deputing  one  of  their  number,  Lacy  Cock,  to  say 
“ That  they  would  love,  serve  and  obey  him  with  all  they  had,  and  that  this 
was  the  best  day  they  ever  saw.  ” We  can  well  understaud  with  what  satisfac- 
tion the  settlers  irpcn  the  Delaware  hailed  the  prospect  of  a stable  government 
established  in  their  own  midst,  after  having  been  so  long  at  tlie  mercv  of  the 
government  in  Xew  York,  w'ith  allegienco  trembling  between  tho  courts  of 
Sweden,  Holland  and  Britain. 

The  proceedings  of  this  first  assembly  were  conducted  with  great  decorum, 
and  after  the  usages  of  the  English  Parliament.  On  the  7th  of  December, 
1682,  the  three  lower  counties,  what  is  now  Delaware,  whirdi  had  previously 
been  under  the  government  of  the  Duke  of  York,  were  formerly  annexed  to  the 
province,  and  became  an  integral  part  of  Pennsylvania.  The  frame  of  govern- 
ment, which  had  been  drawn  with  mucli  deliberation,  was  submitted  to  the 
assembly,  aud,  after  some  alterations  and  amendments,  was  adopted,  and  be- 
came the  fundamental  law  of  the  State.  The  assembly  was  in  session  only 
throe  days,  blit  tho  work  they  accomplished,  how  vast  and  far-reaching  in  its 
influence! 

TiiO  Dutch,  Swedes  and  other  foreigners  were  then  naturalized,  and  the 
government  was  launched  in  fair  running  order;  That  some  idea  may  be  ha<l 
of  its  character,  the  subjects  treated  are  here  given:  1,  Liberty  of  conscience; 

2,  Qualification  of  officers;  3.  Swearing  by  God,  Christ  or  Jesus;  4,  Swearing 
by  any"  other  thing  or  name;  5.  Profanity;  6,  Cursiug;  7.  P’ornication;  8,  In- 
cest; 9,  Sodomy;  10,  F.ape;  11.  Bigamy;  12,  Drunkenness;  13,  Sufi’ering 
drunkenness;  14,  Healths  drinking;  15,  Soiling  liquor  to  Indians;  16,  Arson; 
17,  Burglary;  18,  Stolen  goods;  19,  Forcible  enOy;  20,  Biots;  21,  Assaulting 
parents;  22,  Assaulting  Magistrates;  23,  Assaulting  masters;  24,  Assault  and 
battery;  25,  Duels;  26,  Riotous  sports,  as  plays;  27,  Gamliling  and  lotteries; 
28,  Sedition;  29,  Contempt;  30,  Libel;  31,  Common  scolds;  32,  Charities; 

03,  Prices  of  beer  and  ale;  31,  Weights  and  measures;  35,  Names  of  days  and 
months;  36,  Perjury;  37,  Court  proceedings  in  English;  3S,  Civil  and  crim- 
inal  trials;  39,  I'ees,  salaries,  briliery  and  extortion;  40,  ^Moderation  of  flues; 
41,  Suits  avoidable;  42,  Foreign  arrest;  .48,  Contracts;  44,  Charters,  gifts, 
gi’ar.ts,  conveyances,  bills,  bonds  and  deeds,  when  recorded;  45,  Wills;  -16, 
Wills  of  non  compos  mentis-,  47.  Registry  of  Wills;  48,  Registry  for  servants; 
49,  Factors;  50,  Defacers,  coiTuptors  and  embezzlers  of  charters,  convey.ances 
and  records;  51,  Lauds  and  goods  to  pay  debts;  52,  Bailable  offenses;  53, 
Jails  and  jailers;  54,  Prisons  to  be  workhouses;  55,  False  imprisonment;  56. 
Magistrates  may  elect  between  tine  or  imprisonment;  57.  Freemen;  58,  Elec- 
tions; 59,  No  money  levied  hut  in  pursuance  of  law;  00,  Laws  shall  he  printed 
and  taught  in  schools;  01,  All  other  things,  not  provided  for  nerein.  are  re- 
ferred to  the  Governor  and  freemen  from  time  to  time. 

Very  soon  after  his  arrival  in  the  colony,  after  the  precept  had  been  issued, 
but  before  the  convening  of  tho  Assembly,  Penn,  that  he  might  not  bo  wanting 
in  respect  to  the  Duke  of  York,  made  a visit  to  New  Y'ork.  where  ho  was  kind- 
ly received,  and  also  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Assembly,  journeyed  to  Mary- 
land, where  he  was  entertained  by  Lord  Baltimore  wuth  great  ceremony,  'l.’lie 
settlement  of  the  disputed  boundaries  wa.s  made  the  subject  of  formal  confer- 
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once.  But  after  two  clays  spent  in  fruitless  discussion,  the  weather  becoming 
severely  cold,  and  thus  prechxdiiig  the  possilu'Jity  of  taking  observations  or 
making  the  necessary  surveys,  it  was  agreed  to  adjourn  further  consideration 
of  the  subject  until  the  milder  wemther  of  the  spring.  'We  may  imagine  that 
the  two  rTOvernor's  v.'ere  taking  the  measure  of  osich  other,  and  of  gaining  all 
possible  knowledge  of  each  others  claims  and  rights,  preparatory  to  that 
.struggle  for  possession  of  this  disputed  fortieth  degi'ce  of  latitude,  which  was 
destined  to  come  before  Ore  home  gervernment. 

\Vith  all  his  cares  in  founding  a State  and  providing  a government  over  a 
new  peoj>le,  Penn  did  not  forget  to  preach  the  “blessed  Gospel,”  and  w'herever 
he  went  he  was  intent  upon  his  “ Master's  business.”  On  his  return  from 
IMaryland,  Lord  Baltimore  accompanied  him  several  miles  to  the  house  of 
William  Pichardson,  and  thence  to  Thomas  Hooker’s,  where  'was  a religious 
meeting,  as  was  also  one  held  at  Choptauk.  Penn  himself  says:  “ 1 have 

been  also  at  Xew  Y"ork,  Long  Island,  East  Jersey  and  Maryland,  in  which  I 
have  had  good  and  eminent  service  for  the  Lord.”  And  again  he  says:  “As  to 
outward  things,  we  are  satisfied — the  laud  good,  tlie  air  clear  and  sweet,  the 
springs  plentiful,  and  provisions  good  and  easy  to  come  at,  an  innumerable 
quantity  of  wild  fowl  and  fsh;  in  fine,  here  is  what  an  Abraham,  Isaac  and 
Jacob  wuuld  be  well  contented  with,  and  service  enough  for  God:  for  the 
fields  are  here  white  for  the  harvest.  O,  how  sweet  is  the  cpiiet  of  these  parts, 
freed  from  the  anxious  and  troublesome  solicitations,  hurries  and  perplexities 
of  woeful  Europe!  ^ ^ Blessed  be  the  Lord,  tliat  of  twenty-three  ships, 

none  miscarried;  only  two  or  three  had  the  small- pox;  else  healthy  and  swift 
passages,  generally  such  as  have  not  been  known;  some  but  twenty-eight  days, 
and  few  longer  than  six  weeks.  Blessed  be  God  for  it;  my  soul  fervently 
breathes  that  in  His  heavenly  guiding  wisdom,  we  may  be  kept,  that  we  may 
eeiwe  Him  in  our  day,  and  lay  down  our  heads  in  peace.”  And  then,  as  if  re- 
proached for  not  having  mentioned  another  subject  of  thankfulness,  ho  adds  in 
a postscript,  “ hlany  women,  in  divers  of  the  ships,  brought  to  bed;  they  and 
their  children  do  well.” 

Penn  made  it  his  first  care  to  take  formal  possession  of  his  province,  and 
adopt  a frame  of  government.  'When  this  was  done,  his  chief  concern  was 
to  look  to  the  establishment  of  his  proposed  new  city,  the  site  of  which  had 
alre.'idy  bocn  determined  on  by  his  Commissioners.  Accordingly,  early  in 
November,  at  a season  when,  in  this  section,  the  days  are  golden,  Penn  em- 
barked in  an  open  barge  with  a number  of  his  friends,  and  was  wafted 
leisurely  up  the  Delaware  to  the  present  site  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, which  the  natives  called  Coaquannock.  Along  the  river  was  a bold  shore, 
fringed  with  lofty  pines,  which  grew  close  down  to  the  water’s  edge,  so  much 
so  that  when  the  first  ship  passing  up  with  settlers  for  IVest  Jersey  had  brushed 
against  the  branches,  the  passengers  remarked  that  this  would  bo  a good  place 
for  a city.  It  was  then  in  a vild  state,  the  deer  browsing  along  the  shore  and 
sipping  the  stream,  and  the  coneys  burrowing  in  the  banks.  The  scattered 
settlers  had  gathered  in  to  see  and  welcome  the  new  Governor,  and  when  he 
stepped  upon  the  shore,  they  extended  a helping  hand  in  assisting  him  up  the 
rugged  bliitY.  Three  Swedes  had  already  taken  up  tracts  within  the  limits  of 
the  block  of  land  chosen  for  the  city.  But  they  were  given  lauds  in  exchange, 
and  readily  relinquished  their  claims.  The  location  was  pleasing  to  Penn,  and 
was  adopted  without  further  search,  though  little  could  be  seen  of  this  then 
forest-encurnberetl  country,  where  now  is  the  home  of  countless  industries,  the 
busy  mart,  the  river  bearing  tipon  its  bosom  the  commerce  of  many  climes, 
and  the  abiding  place  of  nearly  a million  of  people.  But  Penu  did  not  con- 
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eider  that  he  had  as  yet  any  just  title  to  the  soil,  holding  that  the  Indians 
were  its  only  rightful  possessors,  and  until  it  was  fairly  acquired  by  purchase 
from  them,  his  own  title  was  entii'ely  void. 

Hence,  he  sought  an  early  0])portunity  to  meet  the  chiefs  of  the  tribes  and 
cultivate  friendly  relations  with  them.  Tradition  h-ves  the  first  great  treaty 
or  confoi'ence  at  about  this  time,  probably  in  November,  and  the  place  under 
the  elm  tree,  known  as  the  “ Treaty  Tree.”  at  Kensington.  It  was  at  a sea- 
Svon  when  the  leaves  would  still  be  npon  the  trees,  and  the  assembly  was  called 
beneath  the  ample  shade  of  the  Avide-sweej'ing  brauche.s,  which  was  pleasing 
to  the  Indians,  as  it  was  their  custom  to  hold  all  their  great  doliberations  and 
smoke  the  pipe  of  iieace  in  the  ojieu  air.  The  letter  which  Penn  had  sent  had 
prepai'ed  the  minds  of  these  simple-hearted  inhabitants  of  the  forest  to  regard 
him  witli  awe  and  reverence,  little  less  than  that  inspired  by  a.  descended  god. 
His  coming  had  for  a long  time  been  awaited,  and  it  is  probable  that  it  had 
been  heralded  and  talked  over  by  the  wigwam  lire  throughout  the  remotest 
bounds  of  the  tribes.  And  when  at  length  the  day  came,  the  ffboie  popula- 
tion far  around  had  assembled. 

It  is  known  that  three  tribes  at  least  were  represented — the  Lenni  Lenape, 
living  along  the  Delaware;  the  Sliawnees,  a tribe  that  had  come  up  from  the 
South,  and  were  seated  along  the  Lower  Susquehanna;  and  the  Mingoes, 
sprung  from  the  Si.v  Nations,  and  inhabiting  along  the  Conestoga.  Penn  was 
probably  accompanied  by  the  several  officers  of  Lis  Government  and  his  most 
trusted  friends.  There  were  no  implem.en.ts  of  warfare,  for  peace  vv'as  a cardi- 
nal feature  of  the  Quaker  creed. 

No  veritable  account  of  this,  the  great  treaty,  is  known  to  have  been  made; 
but  from  the  fact  that  Penn  not  long  after,  in  an  elaborate  treatise  npon  the 
country,  the  inhabitants  and  the  natives,  has  given  the  account  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  Indians  demean  themselves  in  conference,  we  may  infer  that  he 
Lad  this  one  in  mind,  and  hence  we  may  adopt  it  as  his  owm  description  of  the 
scene. 

“ Their  order  is  thus:  The  King  sits  in  the  middle  of  a half  moon,  and 
hath  his  council,  the  old  and  wise,  on  each  hand;  behind  them,  or  at  a little 
distance,  sit  the  vouno’er  fry  in  the  same  figure.  Having  consulted  and  re- 
solved  their  business,  the  King  ordered  one  of  them  to  speak  to  me.  He  stood 
up,  came  to  me,  and,  in  the  name  of  the  King,  saluted  me;  then  took  me  by 
tK':  hand  and  told  me  he  was  ordered  by  the  King  to  speak  to  me;  and  now  it 
was  not  ho,  but  the  King  that  spoke,  because  what  be  would  say  was  the 
King's  mind.  j!;  * During  the  time  that  this  person  spoke,  not 

a man  of  them  was  obseiwed  to  whisper  or  smile;  the  old  grave,  the  young 
roveu’ant,  m their  deportment.  They  speak  little,  but  fervently,  and  with  ele- 
gance.” 

In  response  to  the  salutation  from  the  Indians,  Penn  makes  a reply  in 
suitable  terms:  “The  Great  Spirit,  who  made  me  and  you,  w’ho  rules  the 
heavens  and  the  earth,  and  who  knows  the  innermost  thoughts  of  men,  knows 
that  I and  my  friends  have  a hearty  desire  to  live  in  peace  and  friendship 
with  you,  and  to  serve  you  to  the  uttermost  of  our  pow’er.  It  is  not  our  custom 
to  use  hostile  weapons  against  om  fellow-creatures,  for  which  reason  we  heuve 
come  unarmed.  Our  object  is  not  to  do  injury,  and  thus  provoke  the  Great 
Sjiirit,  but  to  do  good.  ^Ye  are  met  on  the  broad  pathway  of  good  faith  and 
good  will,  so  that  no  advantage  is  to  be  takem  on  either  side;  but  all  to  be  open- 
ness, brotherhood  and  love.”  Having  irnrolled  his  parchment,  he  explains  to 
them  through  an  interpreter,  article  by  article,  the  nature  of  tlie  business,  and 
laying  it  upon  the  ground,  observes  that  the  ground  shall  be  for  the  use  of 
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both  people.  “I  ■will  not  do  ab  the  Marylanders  did.  call  you  children,  or 
brothers  only;  for  parents  ai'o  apt  to  ^™ip  their  children  too  severel}',  and 
brothers  sometimes  will  differ;  neither  will  I compare  the  friendship  between 
us  to  a chain,  for  the  rain  may  rust  it,  or  a tree  inay  fah  and  break  it;  but  I 
will  consider  you  as  the  same  tlesh  and  blood  with  the  < 'hri.stians,  and  the  same 
iis  if  one  man's  body  vrere  to  be  divided  into  two  parte."  Having  ended  his 
business,  the  si)eaker  for  the  King  comes  forward  and  nmkes  great  [)romises 
“of  kindness  and  good  neighborhood,  and  that  the  Indians  and  English  must 
live  in  love  as  long  as  the  sun  gave  light.”  This  ended,  another  Indian  makes 
a speech  to  his  own  people,  hrst  to  exjdain  tc>  them  %vhat  had  been  agreed  on, 
and  then  to  exhort  them  “to  love  the  Christians,  and  particuhu’ly  live  in  peace 
with  mo  and  the  people  under  my  go'vernment,  that  many  Governors  had  been 
in  the  river,  but  that  no  Governor  had  come  himself  to  live  and  stay  here  be- 
fore, and  having  now  such  an  one,  that  had  treated  them  well,  they  shouldnever 
do  him  nor  his  any  wrong.”  At  every  sentence  they  shouted,  as  much  as  to 
say,  amen. 

The  Indians  had  no  system  of  writing  by  which  tliey  could  record  their 
dealings,  but  their  memory  of  events  and  agreements  was  almost  miraculous. 
Heckewelder  records  that  in  after  years,  they  w'ere  accust-omed,  by  means  of 
strings,  or  belts  of  wampum,  to  pueservo  the  recollection  of  their  poleasant  in- 
terviews .with  Penn,  after  he  had  departed  for  England.  He  says,  “ They  fre- 
quently assembled  together  in  the  woods,  in  some  shady  sp>ot,  as  nearly  as  pos- 
sible similar  to  those  where  they’ used  to  meet  their  brother  Miquon  (Penn),  and 
there  lay  ail  Lis  words  and  speeches,  with  those  of  his  descendants,  on  a 
blanket,  or  clean  piece  of  bark,  and  with  great  satisfaction  go  successively 
over  the  whole.  This  practice,  which  I have  repeatedly  witnessed,  continued 
until  the  year  1780,  w'hen  disturbances  which  took  place  put  an  end  to  it, 
probably’  forever.” 

The  memory'  of  this,  the  “Great  Treaty,”  was  long  preserved  by'  the  na- 
tives, and  the  novel  spectacle  was  repjroduce;d  upon  canvas  by  the  genius  of 
Benjamin  ^^’est.  In  this  pheture,  Penn  is  represented  as  a corpvnlent  old  man, 
whereas  he  was  at  this  time  but  thirty'-eight  years  of  age,  and  in  the  very 
height  of  manly  activity.  The  Treaty  Tree  was  p:>reserved  and  guarded  from 
injury’  with  an  almost  superstitious  care.  During  the  Bevolution,  when  Phila- 
delphia w’as  occupied  by’  the  British,  and  their  piarties  were  scouring  the  coun- 
try for  tirew'ood,  Gen.  Simcoo  had  a sentinel  p)laced  at  tliis  tree  to  pn’otect  it 
from  mutilation.  It  stood  until  1810,  when  it  was  blown  down,  and  it  was 
ascertained  by  iks  annual  concentric  accretions  to  be  283  years  old,  and  was, 
consequently',  155  at  the  time  of  making  the  treaty.  The  Penn  Society  erected 
a substantial  monument  oji  the  spot  where  it  stood. 

Penn  drew  upr  his  deeds  for  lands  in  legal  form,  and  had  them  duly  exe- 
cuted and  made  of  record,  that,  in  the  dispmte  possible  to  arise  in  after  times, 
there  might  be  proof  definite  and  pjositive  of  the  pmrehase.  Of  these  pmrchase.s 
there  are  two  deeds  on  record  executed  in  1083.  One  is  for  land  near  Xesha- 
miuy  Creek,  and  thence  to  Penypack,  and  the  other  for  lands  lying  bctwoeii 
Schuylkill  and  Chester  Rivers,  the  first  bearing  the  signature  of  the  gneat 
chieftain.  Taminend.  In  one  of  these  purchases  it  is  pirovided  that  the  tract 
“shall  extend  back  as  far  as  a man  could  walk  in  three  days.”  Tradition 
runs  that  Penn  himself,  with  a number  of  his  friends,  walked  out  the  half  this 
purchase  with  the  Indians,  that  no  advantage  should  be  taken  of  them  by  inak- 
ing  a great  walk,  and  to  show  his  consideration  for  them,  and  that  ho  was  not 
above  the  toils  and  fatigues  of  such  a duty."  They  began  to  walk  out  this 
land  at  the  mouth  of  the  Xeshaminy’,  and  walked  up  the  Delaware;  in  oua  day 
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and  a Lalf  tltpy  got  to  a spruce  tree  near  the  mouth  of  3>aker’s  Creek,  v^hen 
Penn,  con  eluding  that  this  would  include  as  much  land  us  he  would  vrnnt  at 
present,  a line  was  mu  and  marked  from  the  spruce  tree  to  Neshaminy,  and 
the  remainder  left  to  be  walked  when  it  should  be  wautod.  They  proceed- 
ed after  tlie  Indian  manner,  walking  leisurely,  nitting  down  sometimes  to 
smoke  their  pipes,  eat  biscuit  and  cheese,  and  drink  a bottle  of  wine.  In  the 
day  and  a half  they  walked  a little  less  than  thirty  miles.  The  balance  of  the 
purchase  was  not  walked  until  September  20,  17b3,  wlien  the  then  Governor  of 
Pennsylvania  offered  a prize  of  5Q0  acres  of  land  and  £5  for  the  man  who 
would  walk  the  farthest.  A distance,  of  eighty. six  miles  was  covered,  in 
marked  contrast  with  the  kind  consideration  of  Penn. 

During  the  first  year,  the  country  upon  the  Delaware,  from  the  falls  of 
Trenton  as  far  as  Chester,  a distance  of  nearly  sixty  miles,  wms  rapidly  taken  up 
and  peopled.  The  large  proportion  of  those  were  Quakers,  and  devotedly  attached 
to  their  religion  and  its  pu’oper  observances.  They  were,  hence, morally,  of  the 
best  classes,  and  though  they  vv’ore  not  generally  of  the  aristocracy,  yet  many 
of  them  were  in  comfortable  circumstances,  had  valuable  properties,  were  of 
respectable  families,  educated,  and  had  the  resources  within  themselves  to  live 
contented  and  liappy.  They  were  provident,  industrious,  and  had  come  hither 
with  no  fickle  purpose.  Many  brought  servants  with  them,  and  well  supplied 
wardrobes,  and  all  necessary  articles  which  the)'  y/isely  judged  would  be  got 
in  a new  countiy  witli  difficulty. 

Tuoii  religious  principles  'were  so  peaceful  and  generous,  and  the  govern- 
ment rested  so  lightly,  that  the  fame  of  the  colony  and  the  dosixableness  of 
settlement  therein  spread  rapidly,  and  the  numbers  coming  hither  were  unpar- 
alleled in  the  history  of  colonization,  especially  when  we  consider  that  abroad 
ocean  was  to  be  crossed  and  a vo)-age  of  several  weeks  was  to  be  endured.  In 
a brief  period,  ships  with  passengers  came  from  London,  Bristol,  Ireland, 
Wales,  Cheshire,  Lancashire,  Holland,  Germany,  to  the  rmmber  of  about  fifty. 
Among  others  came  a company  of  German  Quakers,  from  Krisheim,  near 
Worms,  in  the  Palatinate.  Those  people  regarded  their  lot  as  particularly 
fortunate,  in  which  they  recognized  the  direct  interposition  and  hand  of  Provi- 
dence. For,  not  long  afterward,  the  Palatinate  was  laid  waste  by  the  French 
army,  and  many  of  their  kindred  whom  they  had  left  behind  were  despoiled  of 
their  possessions  and  reduced  to  penury.  There  came  also  from  "Wmles  a com- 
pany of  the  stock  of  ancient  Britons. 

So  large  an  iutiux  of  population,  coming  in  many  cases  without  duo  pro- 
vision for  variety  of  diet,  caused  a scarcity  in  many  kinds  of  food,  especially 
of  meats.  Time  was  required  to  bring  forward  flocks  and  herds,  more  than 
for  producing  grains.  But  Providenco  seemed  to  have  graciously  considered 
their  necessities,  and  have  miraculously  provided  for  them,  as  of  old  was  pro 
vision  made  for  the  chosen  people.  For  it  is  recorded  that  the  “wild  pigeons 
came  in  such  great  numbers  that  the  sky  was  sometimes  darkened  by  their 
flight,  and,  flying  low,  they  were  frequently  knocked  down  as  they  flew,  in 
great  quantities,  by  those  who  had  no  other  means  to  take  them,  wffiereby  tlio) 
supplied  themselves,  and,  having  salted  those  which  they  could  not  immedi- 
ately use,  they  preserved  them,  both  for  bread  and  meat.”  The  Indians  were 
kind,  and  often  funiished  them  -with  game,  for  which  they  would  receive  no 
compensation. 

Their  flrst  care  on  lauding  was  to  bring  their  household  goods  to  a place 
of  safety,  often  to  the  simple  protection  of  a tree.  For  some,  this  was  their 
only  shelter,  lumber  being  scarce,  and  in  many  places  impossible  to  obtain. 
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Some  made  for  tliomaelves  caves  iu  the  earth  until  better  habitations  could  be 
eecured. 

John  7vey,  who  was  said  to  have  been  the  first  child  born  of  English  pat- 
ents in  Philadelphia,  aud  that  in  recognition  of  which  William  Penn  gave 
him  a lot  of  ground,  died  at  Kennet,  in  Chester  County,  on  July  5,  17CS, 
in  the  eighty-fifth  year  of  his  age.  Ho  was  born  iu  one  of  these  caves  upon 
the  r’ver  b-ank  long  afterward  known  by  the  name  of  Penny-pot,  near  Sassa- 
ftcis  street.  About  sis  years  before  his  deatli,  he  walked  from  Kennet  to  the 
city,  about  thirty  miles,  iu  one  day.  In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  he  went 
under  the  name  of  ifirst  Born. 

The  contrasts  between  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of  an  old  settled 
country  and  this,  where  the  heavy  forests  must  be  cleared  away  and  severe  la- 
bors must  be  endured  before  the  sun  could  be  lot  in  suincientiy  t(;  produce 
anything,  must  have  been  very  marked,  and  caused  repining.  But  they  had 
generally  coma  with  meek  and  humble  hearts,  and  they  willinglv  endured 
hardship  and  privation,  and  labored  on  earnestly  for  the  spiritual  comfort 
which  they  enjoyed.  Thomas  Makin,  in  some  Latin  verses  upon  the-  early  set- 
tlement, says  (we  quote  the  metrical  translation): 

“It.s  ifime  to  distant  countries  far  has  spread, 

And  some  for  peace,  and  some  for  profit  led; 

Born  in  remote.st  dimes,  to  settle  iiere 
Tue\'  leave  their  na.tive  soil  and  all  that’s  dear, 

And  still  will  flock  from  far,  here  to  he  free, 

Sudi  powerful  channs  has  lovely  liberty.” 

But  for  their  many  privations  and  sufferings  there  were  some  compensat- 
ing conditions.  The  soil  was  fertile,  the  air  mostly  clear  and  healthy,  the 
streams  of  water  tvere  good  and  plentiful,  wood  for  tire  and  building  unliroit- 
ed,  and  at  certain  seasons  of  the  year  game  in  the  forest  was  abundant.  Kich- 
ard  Townsend,  a settler  at  Germantown,  who  came  over  in  the  ship  with  Penn, 
in  writing  to  his  friends  in  England  of  his  first  year  in  America,  says:  “I, 
with  Joshua  Tittt-ry,  made  a net,  and  caught  great  c|uantities  of  fish,  bo  that, 
notwithstanding  it  was  thought  near  three  tliousand  persons  came  in  the  first 
year,  we  were  so  piovidantially  provided  for  that  we  could  buy  a deer  for 
about  two  shilling.^,  and  a large  turkey  for  about  one  shilling,  and  Indian  corn 
for  about  two  shillings  sixpence  a bushel.” 

In  the  same  letter,  the  writer  mentions  that  a young  deer  came  out  of  the 
forest  into  the  meaii.ow  where  he  was  mowing,  and  looked  at  him,  and  when 
he  went  toward  it  would,  retreat;  and,  as  he  resumed  his  mowing,  would  come 
back  to  gaze  upon  him,  and  finally  ran  forcibly  against  a tree,  which  so 
stunned  it  that  he  was  able  to  overmaster  it  and  bear  it  away  to  his  homo,  and 
as  this  was  at  a time  when  ho  was  suffering  for  the  lack  of  meat,  he  believed 
it  a direct  interpo-sition  of  Providence. 

In  the  spring  of  1CS8,  there  was  great  activity  throughout  the  colony',  and 
especially  in  the  new  city,  in  selecting  lands  aud  erecting  dwellings,  the  Sur- 
veyor General,  Thomas  Holme,  laying  out  aud  marking  the  streets.  In  the 
center  of  the  city  was  a public  sc^uare  of  ten  acres,  and  in  eacli  of  the  four 
qiiarters  one  of  eight  acres.  A large  mansion,  which  had  been  undertaken  be- 
fore his  arrival,  was  built  for  Penn,  at  a point  twenty-six  miles  up  the  river, 
called  Pennsbiuy  Manor,  where  he  sometimes  resided,  and  where  be  often  met 
the  Indian  sachems.  At  this  time,  Penn  divided  the  colony  into  counties, 
three  for  the  province  (Bucks,  Philadelphia  and  Chester)  and  three  for  the 
Territories  (New  Ca.^ile,  Kent  and  Sus.sex).  Having  appointed  Sheriffs  and 
other  proper  officers,  he  issued  writs  for  the  election  of  members  of  a General 
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..^sembly,  thre?  from  each  county  for  the  Council  or  Upper  House,  and  nine 
from  each  county  for  the  A.ssembly  or  Lower  House.* 

Tbi.s  A.'^sombly  convened  and  organized  for  business  on  the  10th'  of  Jan- 
uary, fOSJ,  at  rhiladelphia.  One  of  the  lirst  subjects  considered  was  the 
revising  some  provisions  of  the  frame  of  government  wUich  was  elYected,  re- 
ducing the  number  of  members  of  both  Houses,  the  Council  to  IS  the  As- 
sembly to  oG,  and  otherwise  amending  in  unimportant  particulars.  In 
an  assembly  tlius  convened,  and  where  few,  if  any,  had  had  any  experience  in 
serving  in  a deliberative  body,  wo  may  rea.sonably  suppose  that  many  crude 
and  impracticable  propositions  would  be  presented.  As  an  example  of  tliese 
the  following  may  be  cited  as  specimens:  That  young  men  should  bo  obliged 
to  marry  at,  or  before,  a certain  age;  that  two  sorts  of  clothes  only  shall  be 
worn,  one  for  winter  and  the  other  for  summer,  The  session  lasted  twenty  two 
days. 

The  first  grand  jury  in  Pennsylvania  was  summoned  for  the  2d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1083,  to  inquire  into  the  cases  of  some  persons  accused  of  issuing 
counterfeit  money.  The  Governor  and  Coancil  sat  as  a court.  One  Picker- 
ing was  convicted,  and  the  sentence  was  significant  of  the  kind  and  patriarchal 
nature  of  the  government,  "that  he  should  make  full  satisfaction,  in  good 
and  current  pay,  to  every  person  who  should,  within  the  space  of  one  month, 
bring  in  any  of  this  false,  base  and  counterfeit  coin,  and  that  the  money 
brought  in  should  be  melted  down  before  it  ^Yas  returned  to  him,  and  that  he 
should  pay  a of  forty  pounds  toward  the  building  a court  house,  stand 
committed  till  the  same  was  paid,  and  afterward  find  security  for  his  good 
behavior.” 

The  Assembly  and  courts  having  now  adjourned,  Penn  gave  his  attention 
to  the  grading  and  improving  the  streets  of  the  new  city,  and  the  managing 
the  affairs  of  his  land  office,  suddenly  grown  to  great  importance.  For  every 
section  of  land  taken  up  in  the  wilderness,  the  purchaser  was  entitled  to  a 
certain  plot  in  the  new  city.  The  River  Delaware  at  this  time  was  nearly  a 
mile  broad  opposite  the  city,  and  navigable  for  .ships  of  the  lai'gest  tonnage. 
The  tide  rises  about  six  feet  at  this  point,  and  flows  back  to  the  falls  of 
Trenton,  a distance  of  thirty  miles.  The  tide  in  the  Schuylkill  flows  only 
about  five  miles  above  its  confluence  with  the  Delaware.  The  river  bank  along 
the  Delaware  was  intended  l>v  Penn  as  a common  or  public  resort.  Put  in 
his  time  the  owners  of  lots  above  Front  street  pressed  him  to  allow  them  to 
construct  wai'ehottse.s  upon  it,  opposite  their  proyierties,  which  importunity  in- 
duced him  to  make  the  followiug  declaration  concerning  it:  ‘‘The  bank  is  a 
top  common,  from  end  to  end;  the  rest  next  the  w'ater  belongs  to  front-lot 
men  no  more  than  back- lot  men.  The  wniy  bounds  them;  they  may  build  stairs, 
and  the  top  of  the  bank  a common  exchange,  or  wall,  and  against  the  street, 
common  w’harfs  may  be  built  freely;  but  into  the  water,  and  the  shore  is  no 
purchaser’s.”  But  in  future  time,  this  liberal  desire  of  the  founder  was  dis- 
regarded, and  the  bank  lias  been  covered  with  immense  warehouses. 

* It  may  be  a matter  of  curio:>ity  to  know  the  naiues  of  the  members  of  this  I'lr.st  regularly  electtiJ  Legis- 
lature in  Fennsyl vanin,  aii  1 the_v  are  aocordiiirly  appende*!  as  given  in  olticial  records: 

Council:  William  Markham,  uhri.stofdior  Tavlor,  Thom  is  Hoiuie.  Lacy  Cock,  William  Ilaige,  John  Moll, 
Ralph  Withers,  dohn  Sinu-ook,  Kdwanl  Cantwell,  William  Clayton,  William  Files,  James  Harrison,  William 
Clark,  Francis  Whiteweil.  John  Kichardson.  John  Hillyard. 

Assfmh/y:  From  Fucks.  William  Vardly,  Farauel  iRirke,  Robert  Lucas,  Nicholas  Walne,  Jolm  ^'Cood,  John 
Clowes,  Thomas  ater,  Robert  Hall,  .Tamos  Hoyden  ; from  Rhiladelphia,  John  Loruiburst,  Jolin  Tlart, 

tcr  King,  Andros  Hink^on.  .lohn  Moon,  Thomas  Wynne  (Speaker),  Grittiih  Jones,  William  Warner, Swan  swan- 
eon.  from  Chester,  .lolm  Hoskins,  Riihirt  \Vade,  (ieorce  Wood,  John  Hluuston,  Dennis  Kochford,  Tlmmas 
Bracy,  J(»hn  Bezer.  John  HartUng,  Jo^epii  RIiipt<s ; from  New  Castle,  .^ohn  Cann,  John  Darby,  Valentine  IIolU 
ingsworth,  CasiMnis  Herman  JiJni  JighoacH*.  J:mn’s  Williams,  WJlliaia  Diiest,  Fetcr  Alrioh,  Tlonrick  U'lUiams; 
from  Kent,  John  Simon  Irons.  rijoniaH  II;-iit\)id  John  Cun  is,  RoT»ert  RltIwcU.  William  Wiudstuore,  John 

Briukloe,  Daniel  R-rown.  Henony  t’ushi-p ; from  Sussex,  Luka  Watson,  Ale.'camler  i>raper,  V/illiaiu  Futcher, 
Henry  Bowman,  Alexander  Moleston,  John  Hill,  Robert  Brucy,  John  Kipabaveu,  Cornelius  Verhoof. 
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Seeing  now  his  plans  of  government  and  settlement  fairly  in  operation,  as 
autumn  approached,  renn  wrote  a letter  to  the  Free  Society  of  Traders  in 
London,  vhich  hadbe.eu  formed  to  promote  syttlement  in  his  colony,  in  which 
ho  touched  upon  a great  variety  of  topics  regarding  his  enterprise,  estending  to 
quite  a complete  treatiso.  The  great  interest  attaching  to  the  subjects  dis- 
cussed, and  the  ability  with  which  it  was  drawn,  makes  it  desirable  to  iu.sert 
the  document  entire;  out  it-s  great  length  makes  its  use  incompatible  vrith  the 
plan  of  this  work.  A few  extracts  and  a general  plan  of  the  letter  is  all  that 
can  be  given.  He  first  notice.s  the  injurious  reports  put  in  circulation  in  En- 
gland during  his  absence:  “ Some  persons  have  had  so  little  wit  and  so  much 

malice  as  to  report  my  death,  and,  to  mend  tiie  matter,  dead  a Jesuit,  too. 
One  might  have  reasonably  hoped  that  this  distance,  like  death,  would  have 
lieen  a protection  against  spite  and  envy.  * * However,  to  the  great  sorrow 
and  shame  of  the  inventors,  I am  still  alive  and  no  Jesuit,  and,  I thank  God, 
very  well.”  Of  the  air  and  waters  he  says:  “ The  air  is  sweet  and  clear,  the 

heavens  serene,  like  the  south  parts  of  F)-ance,  rcirely  overcast.  The  wafers 
are  generally  good,  for  tlie  rivers  and  brooks  have  mostly  gravel  and  stony  bot- 
toms, and  in.  number  hardly  credible.  AVe  also  have  mineral  waters  that 
operate  in  the  same  manner  with  Barnet  and  North  Hail,  not  two  miles  from 
Philadelphia.”  He  then  treats  at  length  of  the  four  sea,sons,  of  trees,  fruits, 
grapes,  peaches, grains, garden  produce;  of  animals, beasts,  birds, fish,  whale  tish- 
ery,  horses  and  cattle,  medicinal  plants,  flowers  of  the  woods;  of  the  Indians 
and  their  persons.  Of  their  language  he  says;  “It  is  lofty,  yet  narrow;  but, 
like  the  Hebrew,  in  signiticatiou,  full,  imperfect  in  their  tenses,  wanting  in  their 
moods,  participles,  adverbs,  conjunctions,  interjections.  I have  made  it  my  busi- 
ness to  understand  it,  and  I must  say  that  I know  not  a language  spoken  in  Europe 
that  hath  words  of  more  sweetness  or  greatness  in  accent  and  emphasis  than 
theirs.”  Of  their  customs  and  their  children ; “ The  children  wi  11  go  very  young, 
at  nine  months, commonly;  if  boys, they  go  a tishing,  till  rips  for  the  woods,  which 
is  about  lifteen;  then  they  hunt,  and,  after  having  given  some  proofs  of  their 
manhood  by  a good  return  of  skins,  they  may  marry,  else  it  is  a shame  to  think 
of  a wife.  The  girls  stay  with  their  mother  and  helj)  to  hoe  the  ground,  plant 
corn  and  carry  burdens.  AVhen  the  young  women  are  tit  for  marriage,  they 
wear  something  upon  their  heads  as  an  adveriisment;  but  so,  as  their  faces  hardly 
to  be  seen,  but  when  they  please.  The  a,ge  they  marry  at,  if  women,  is  about 
thirteen  and  fourteen;  if  men,  seventeen  and  eighteen;  they  are  rarely  elder.” 
In  a romantic  vein  he  speaks  of  their  houses,  diet,  hospitality,  revengefnlness 
and  concealment  of  resentment,  great  liberality,  free  manner  of  life  and 
customs,  late  love  of  sti'ong  liquor’,  behavior  in  sickness  and  death,  their  re- 
ligion, Ihoir  feastings,  their  government,  their  mode  of  doing  business,  their 
manner  of  administering  justice,  of  agreement  forsettling  difficulties  entered  into 
with  the  pen,  their  susceptibility  to  improvement,  of  the  origin  of  the  Indian  race 
their  resemblance  to  the  Jews.  Of  the  Dutch  and  Swedes  whom  he  found  set- 
tled here  when  he  came,  he  says:  “ The  Dutch  applied  themselves  to  traffick, 

the  Swedes  and  Finns  to  husbandry.  The  Dutch  mostly  inhabit  those  parts 
that  lie  upon  the  bay,  and  the  Swedes  the  freshes  of  the  Delaware.  They  are 
a plain,  strong,  industrious  people;  yet  have  made  no  great  progress  in  culture 
or  propagation  of  fruit  trees.  They  are  a people  proper,  and  strong  of  body, 
60  they  have  tine  children,  and  almost  every  house  full;  rare  to  find  one  of  them 
without  three  or  four  boys  and  as  many  girls — some,  sis,  seven  and  eighcsons, 
and  I roust  do  them  that  right,  I see  few  young  men  more  sober  and  laborious.” 
-After  s{)eaking  at  length  of  the  organization  of  the  colony  and  its  manner  of 
government,  he  concludes  with  his  own  opinion  of  the  country:  “I  say  little 
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of  the  tov:n  itself;  but  tJiis  I will  say,  for  the  r^ood  providence  of  God,  that 
of  all  the  many  places  I have  seen  in  the  world,  I remember  not  one  better 
seated,  so  that  it  seems  to  me  to  liavo  been  appointed  for  a town,  whether  we 
regard  tiie  rivers  or  the  conveniency  of  the  cotes,  docks,  springs,  the  loftiness 
and  Bounvdness  of  the  laud  and  the  air.  held  by  the  people  of  these  parts  to  bn 
very  good.  It  is  advanced  wdthin  less  than  a year  to  aGmi  fonrscoro  houses 
and  cottages,  where  merchants  and  handicrafts  are  following  their  vocations 
as  fast  as  they  can,  while  the  countrymen  ax’e  close  at  their  farms.  * * I 

ble.ss  God  I ,am  fully  satislied  with  the  country  and  entertainment  I got  in  it; 
for  I find  that  particular  content,  which  hath  always  attended  me,  Avhere  God  in 
His  px'ovidence  hath  made  it  my  place  axxd  seiwiee  to  reside.” 

As  we  have  seen,  the  visit  of  Pxxnn  to  Lord  Baltimore  sooxx  after  his  arrival 
iix  Axxxerica,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the  boundaries  of  the  two  provinces,  after 
a two  days'  conference,  proved  fnxltloss,  and  an  adjourxxmcnt  was  had  for  the 
winter,  wheix  the  eSbrts  for  settlement  were  to  be  resixmcd.  Early  in  the 
spx'ing,  an  attexnpt  was  made  on  the  part  of  Peiin,  but  was  p3'evexxted  till  Mxxy, 
when  a meeting  was  hohl  at  New  Castle.  Penn  proposed  to  confer  by  the  aid 
of  counselors  and  in  writing.  But  to  this  Baltimore  objected,  aixd,  complain- 
ing of  the  sixltryness  of  the  weather,  the  conferexxce  was  broken  xxp.  In  the 
meaixtime,  it  had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  Penn  that  Lord,  Baltimore  had 
issxxed  a proclamation  offering  settlers  inoro  land,  and  at  cheaper  x'ates  thaix 
Penn  had  done,  in  pox'tions  of  the  lower  counties  which  Penn  had  secured 
froixx  the  Dixke  of  Yorl:,  but  which  Baltimox’e  now  claimed.  Besides,  it  Wcis 
ascertaiiaod  that  an  agent  of  his  had  taken  an  observation,  and  detexmined  the 
Ltitude  without  the  knowledge  of  Penn,  and  had  secx'etly  made  an  e.jx'  -parte 
statement  of  the  ease  before  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Plantations  in  En- 
glami,  and  was  pressing  for  arbitrament.  This  state  of  the  case  created  much 
xxneasiness  in  the  mmd  of  Penu,  especially  as  the  proclamation,  of  Lord  Balti- 
more was  likely  to  briixg  the  two  governments  into  coixliict  on  territoxy  mutu- 
ally claixxxed.  Bxxt  Lox’d  Balt  imore  was  uot  disposed  to  be  content  with  diplo- 
macy. He  determined  to  pixrt.ue  an  aggressive  policy.  He  accordingly  com- 
missionexl  his  agent,  Col.  George  Talbot,  xxnder  date  of  Septexixber  17,  1683, 
to  go  to  Schuylkill,  at  Delaware,  and  demand  of  'William  Pexxn  all  that  part 
of  the  laud  on  the  west  side  of  the  said  river  that  lyeth  to  the  soxxthward  of 
the  fortieth  degree.”  This  bold  demand  woxxld  have  eixibraced  the  entire  colony, 
both  the  lower  counties,  and  the  three  counties  in  the  provixxce,  as  the  fortieth 
degree  reaches  a considerable  distance  above  Philadelphia.  Penu  was  absent 
at  the  time  ixx  New  Y"ork,  and  Talbot  xuade  his  demand  upoix  Nicholas  Mooi'e, 
the  depxity  of  Penn,  Epon  his  retxu-n,  the  px-oprietor  made  a dignified  but 
earnest  x'ejoinder.  While  he  felt  that  the  demand  couhi  not  bo  justly  sus- 
tained, yet  the  fact  that  a contx’ovex’sy  for  the  settlement  of  the  boundaxy  was 
likely  to  arise,  gave  him  disquietuxle,  and  though  he  wtis  ga-atilied  with  the 
success  of  his  plans  for  acquiring  lands  of  the  Indians  and  establishing  friendly 
relations  with  them,  the  laying-out  of  his  new  city  and  settling  it,  the  adop- 
tion of  a stable  government  and  putting  it  in  successful  operation,  and,  more 
than  all,  the  drawing  thither  the  large  number  of  settlers,  chiefly  of  his  own 
religious  faith,  and  seeing  them  contented  and  happy  in  the  new  State,  he 
plainly  foresaw  that  his  skill  and  tact  would  bo  taxed  to  the  utmost  to  defend 
anxi  hold  his  claim  before  the  English  coxxrt.  If  the  demand  of  Lord  Balti- 
more were  to  prevail,  all  that  ho  had  done  woxxld  be  lost,  as  his  entire  colony 
would  be  swallowed  up  by  ^Maryland. 

The  anxiety  of  Penn  to  hold  from  the  beginning  of  the  40’  of  latitxxde  was 
not  to  increase  thereby  his  territory  by  so  much,  for  two  degrees  which  ho 
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ppouroly  so  far  as  amount  of  land  was  concerned,  would  have  entirely 
satisfied  him;  but  he  wanted  this  degre(3  chiefly  that  he  Dj.ight  have  the  free 
navigation  of  Delaware  Lay  and  Kiver,  and  thus  open  communication  with  the 
ocean.  He  desired  al.so  to  hold  the  lower  counties,  whidi  were  now  well 
settled,  as  well  as  his  own  counties  rapidly  being  peopled,  and  his  new  city  of 
Philadelphia,  which  he  reganled  as  the  apple  of  his  eye.  So  aniiioiis  v\^as  he 
to  hold  the.  land  on  the  right  bank  of  the  Delaware  to  the  open  ocean,  that  at 
his  second  meeting,  he  asked  Lord  Baltimore  to  set  a price  per  scpiare  mile  on 
this  disputed  ground,  and  though  he  had  purchetsed  it  once  of  the  crown  and 
held  the  Xing’s  charter  for  it,  and  the  Duke  of  Yorlc’s  deed,  yet  rather  than, 
have  any  further  wTaiigie  over  it,  he  was  willing  to  pay  for  it  again.  But  this 
Lord  Baltimore  refused  to  do. 

Bent  upori  bringing  matters  to  a crisis,  and  to  force  possession  of  bis 
claim,  early  in  the  year  16S4  a party  from  Maryland  made  forcible  entry 
upon  the  pianfatious  in  the  lower  counties  and  drove  off  the  owners.  The 
Governor  and  Council  at  PLiladelpliia  sent  thither  a copy  of  the  answer  of 
Penn  to  Baltimore’s  demand  for  the  latid  south  of  the  Delaware,  with  orders 
to  TVilliam  "Welch,  Sheriff'  at  Xew  Castle,  to  use  his  influence  to  reinstate  the 
lav'ful  owners,  and  issued  a declaration  succinclJy  stating  the  claim  of  Penn, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  sucli  unlawful  incursions  in  future. 

The  season  opened  favorably  for  tbe  continued  prosperity  or  the  young 
colony.  Agriculture  was  being  prosecuted  as  never  before.  Goodly  flocks 
and  herds  gladdened  the  eyes  of  the  settlers.  An  intelligent,  moral  and  in- 
dustrious yeomanry  was  springing  into  existence.  Emigrants  were  pouring 
into  the  Delaware  from  many  lands.  The  Government  was  becoming  settled 
in  its  oper'arions  and  popular  with  the  people.  The  proprietor  had  lei.sura  to 
attend  to  the  interests  of  his  religious  society,  not  only  in  his  own  dominions, 
but  in  the  Jerseys  and  in  Xew  York. 


CHAPTER  y,II. 

Thomas  Lloyd,  1634-80— Five  Commissioners,  in8G-88— .John  Blackwell,  1688 
-90— Thomas  Lloy'd.  1690-91— William  YIarkham,  1691-93— Benjamin 
Pletcher,  1693-95— William  1Ma]:kiia,m,  1693-99. 

~||H4JT  the  indications,  constantly  thickening,  that  a struggle  was  likely  soon 
to  be  precipitated  liefore  the  crown  for  possession  of  the  disputed  terri- 
tory, decided  Penn  early  in  the  summer  to  cjuit  the  colony  and  return  to  En- 
gland to  defend  his  imperiled  interests.  There  is  no  doubt  that  he  took  this 
step  wdtb.  unfeigned  regret,  as  he  was  contented  and  happy  in  his  new  country, 
and  was  most  usefully  em[>loyed.  There  were,  however,  other  inducements 
W'hich  were  leading  him  back  to  England.  The  hand  of  persecution  w'as  at 
this  time  laid  heavily  uj>on  the  Quakers.  Over  1,400  of  these  pious  and  in- 
offensive people  were  now,  and  some  of  them  had  been  for  years,  languishing 
in  the  prisons  of  England,  for  no  otlier  olTense  than  their  manner  of  worship. 
By  his  friendship  with  James,  and  his  acquaintance  with  the  King,  ho  might 
do  something  to  soften  the  lot  of  these  unfortunate  victims  of  bigotry. 

Ho  accordingly  empowered  the  Provincial  Council,  of  which  Thomas 
Lloyd  was  President,  to  act  in  his  stead,  commissioned  Nicholas  Moore,  Will- 
iam "Welch,  William  "Wood,  liobert  Turner  and  John  Eckley,  Provincial 
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Judges  for  Iwo  vGru's:  appointed  Thomas  Lloyd,  James  Claypole  and  Robert 
Tur.uer  to  sign  patents  and  warrants,  and  William  Clarlc  as  Jiiatice  of 

(ho  Peace  for  aP  the  counties;  and  on  theOthof  June,  ILNl,  sailed  for  Europe. 
His  feelings  on  leaving  hi.s  colony  .are  exnibued  by  a farewell  address  which 
he  issued  from  on  ijoH>'ci  the  vessel  to  his  people,  of  which  the  following  are 
brief  oxiracts;  “Uy  love  and  my  life  is  to  you,  and  with  you,  and  no  water 
can  quench  it,  nor  distance  wear  it  out,  nor  bring  it  to  an  end.  I have  been 
with  you,  1 ared  over  you  and  served  over  you  with  unfeigned  love,  and  you 
are  beloved  of  me,  and  near  to  me,  beyond  utterance.  I bless  yon  in  the 
name  and  povrer  of  tbs  Lord,  and  may  God  bless  you  wdtb  His  righteousness, 
peace  and  plenty  all  the  land  over.  * * * Qlii  ^ow  are  you  come  to  a 

quiet  land;  provoke  not  the  Lord  to  trouble  it.  And  now  lilierty  and  author- 
ity aro  wicir  you,  and  in  your  hands.  Let  the  government  be  upon  Hia 
shoulders,  in  all  your  spirits,  that  you  may  rule  for  Him,  under  whom  the 
princes  of  this  world  will,  one  day,  esteem  their  honor  to  govern  aqd  serve  in 
their  j)]aces  * * And  thou,  Philadelphia,  the  virgin  settlement  of 

this  province,  named  before  thou  wert  born,  what  love,  what  care,  vvdiat  serv- 
ice and  what  travail  has  there  been,  to  bring  thee  forth, and  preserve  thee  from 
such  ae  would  abuse  a^d  defile  thee!  * * * So,  dear  friends,  my  love 

again  salutes  you  all,  wishing  that  grace,  mercy  and  ])eace,  w'ith  all  temporal 
hlecsingg,  may  aboinid  ricliiy  among  yon — so  says,  so  prays,  your  friend  and 
lover  in  the  truth.  Yvilliam  Penn.” 

On  the  0th  of  Iic-cernber  of  this  same  year,  lOSt,  Charles  II  died,  and  was 
succeeded  by  his  biotber  James,  i'>uke  of  ALrk,  under  the  title  of  James  IL 
James  was  a professed  Catholic,  and  the  people  were  greatly  excited  all  over 
the  kingdom  lest  the  reign  of  .Bloody  IHary  should  be  re].ieated,  and  that  the 
Catholic  should  become  the  established  religion.  He  had  less  ability  than 
his  brother,  the  deceased  King,  but  great  discipline  and  industry.  Pciin  en- 
joyed the  friendship  and  intimacy  of  the  new  King,  and  he  determined  to  use 
his  advantage  for  the  relief  of  his  suffering  countrymen,  not  only  of  his  sect, 
the  Quakeivs,  but  of  all,  and  especially  for  the  furtherance  of  universal  liberty. 
But  there  is  no  doubt  that  he  at  this  time  meditated  a speedy  return  to  his 
province,  for  he  writes;  “Keep  up  the  peoples'  hearts  and  loves;  I hope  to  be 
with  them  next  fall,  if  the  Lord  prevent  not.  I long  to  boiiithyou.  Xo 
teinpt.ations  prevail  to  fix  me  here.  The  Lord  send  us  a good  meeting.”  By 
auiliority  of  Penn,  dated  iNtb  of  January,  1GN5,  AVilliam  Alarkliam,  Penn's 
cousin,  was  commissioned  Secretary  of  the  province,  and  the  proprietor’s  Sec- 
retary. 

That  he  might  be  f.xcd  near  to  court  fer  the  furtherance  of  bis  private  as 
well  as  public  busiiu'ss.  he  secured  lodgings  for  himself  and  family, in  16S5,  at 
Kensington,  near  London,  and  cultivated  a daily  intimacy  with  the  King, -who, 
no  doubt,  found  in  the  strong  native  sense  of  his  Quaker  friend,  a valued  ad- 
viser upon  many  questions  of  difficulty.  His  lirst  and  chief  care  was  the  set- 
tlement of  liis  disagreement  with  Lord  Baltimore  touching  the  boundaries  of 
their  provinces.  This  was  settled  in  November,  T6S5.  by  a compromise,  by 
which  the  land  lying  between  the  Delaware  and  Chesopeake  Bays  was  divided 
into  two  equal  parts — that  upon  the  Delaware  was  adjudged  to  Penn,  and  that 
upon  the  Chesapeake  to  Lord  Baltimore.  This  settled  the  matter  in  theory; 
but  when  the  attempt  was  made  to  run  the  lines  according  to  the  language  of 
the  Royal  Act,  it  v,-as  found  that  the  royal  secretaries-  did  not  understand  the 
geography  of  the  country,  and  that  the  line  which  their  language  described  was 
an  impossible  one.  Consequently  the  boundary  remained  undetermined  till 
1732.  The  account  of  its  location  will  be  given  in  its  proper  place. 
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Having  securod  this  important  decision  to  his  satisfaction,  Penn  applied 
himself  -svith  renev/ed  zeal,  not  only  to  secure  the  release  of  his  people,  who 
were  languishing  in  prisons,  hut  to  procure  for  all  Eiigiishmen,  everywhere, 
enlarged  liberty  and  freedom  of  conscience.  Uis  relations  v/ith  the  King  fa- 
vored his  designs.  The  King  had  said  to  Penn  before  ho  ascended  the  throne 
tiiat  he  was  opposed  to  persecution  for  religion.  On  the  first  day  of  his  reign, 
ho  made  an  address,  in  whicii  he  proclaimed  himself  opposed  to  all  arbitrary 
])riuci{i!cs  in  government,  ‘and  jiromised  protection  to  the  Church  of  England. 
Early  in  the  year  16S6,  in  consequence  of  the  King’s  proclamation  for  a gen- 
eral pardon,  over  thirteen  hundred  Quakers  were  set  at  liberty,  and  in  April, 
1087,  the  King  issued  a declaration  for  entire  liberty  of  conscience,  and  sirs- 
pending  the  penal  laws  in  matters  ecclesiastical.  This  was  a great  step  in  ad- 
vance, and  one  that  must  ever  throw  a luster  over  the  brief  reign  of  this  un- 
fortunate monarch.  Penn,  though  holding  no  official  position,  doubtless  did 
as  much  toward  securing  the  issue  of  this  liberal  measure  as  any  Englishman. 

Kpon  the  issue  of  these  edicts,  the  Quakers,  at  their  nest  annual  meeting, 
presented  an  address  of  acknowledgment  to  the  King,  which  opened  in  these 
words;  “ We  cannot  but  bless  and  praise  the  name  of  Almighty  God,  who 
hath  the  hearts  of  princes  in  Ris  hands,  that  Ho  hath  inclined  the  King  to  hear 
the  cries  of  his  sufTering  subjects  for  conscience’  sake,  and  wo  rejoice  that  he 
hath  given  us  so  eminent  an  occasion  to  present  him  oui'  thanks.”  This  ad- 
dress was  presented  by  Penn  in  a few  well-chosen  words,  and  the  King  re- 
plied in  the  following,  though  brief,  yet  most  expressive, language:  ‘'Gentle- 

inon — T th.snk  jou  heartily  for  your  address.  Some  of  you  know  (I  am  sure 
you  do  Hr.  Penn),  that  it  was  always  my  prinei])le,  that  conscience  ought  not 
to  be  forced,  and  that  all  men  ought  to  have  the  liberty  of  their  consciences. 
And  what  I have  promised  in  my  declaration,  I wdll  continue  to  perform  so 
long  as  I live.  And  I hope,  before  I die,  to  settle  it  so  that  after  ages  shall 
have  no  reason  to  alter  it.’’ 

It  would  have  been  supposed  that  such  noble  sentiments  as  these  from  a 
sovereign  would  have  been  hailed  with  delight  by  the  Englis'li  people.  P>ut 
they  were  not.  The  aristocracy  of  Britain  at  this  time  did  not  want  liberty  of 
conscience.  They  wanted  comformity  to  the  established  church,  and  bitter 
persecution  against  all  others,  as  in  the  reign  of  Charles,  w'hich  filled  the 
prisons  with  Quakers.  The  v.mrm  congi’atnlations  to  James,  and  fervent  prayers 
for  his  welfaie,  were  regarded  by  them  with  an  evil  eye.  Bitter  reproaches 
were  heaped  upon  Penn,  who  was  looked  upon  as  the  power  behind  the  throne 
that  was  moving  the  King  to  the  enforcing  of  these  principles.  Ho  was  ac- 
cused of  having  been  educated  at  St.  Omer’s,  a Catholic  college,  a place  which 
he  never  saw  in  1 is  life,  or  having  taken  orders  as  a priest  in  the  Catholic 
Clmrch,  of  having  obtained  dispensation  to  marry,  and  of  being  not  only  a 
Catholic,  but  a Jesuit  in  disguise,  all  of  which  were  pure  fabrications.  But  in 
the  excited  state  of  the  public  mind  they  were  believed,  and  caused  him  to  bo 
regarded  with  bitter  hatred.  The  King,  too,  fell  rapidly  into  disfavor,  and,  so 
completely  had  the  minds  of  his  people  become  alienated  from  him,  that  upon 
the  coming  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  and  his  wife  Hary,  in  1688,  James  was 
obliged  to  flee  to  Franco  for  safety,  and  they  were  received  as  the  rulem  of 
Britain. 

But  while  the  interests  of  the  colony  were  thus  prospering  at  comt,  they 
were  not  so  cloudless  in  the  new  country.  There  was  needed  the  strong  hand 
of  Penn  to  check  almses  and  gyiide  the  course  of  legislation  in  proper  chan- 
nels. He  hud  labored  to  place  the  government  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
people — an  idea,  in  the  abstract,  most  attractive,  and  one  which,  were  the  entire 
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population  wl.=0  and  just,  would  resiTlt  fortunately ; yet,  in  practice,  he  found 
to  his  sorrow  the  results  most  vexatious.  The  proprietor  had  not  long  been 
gone  before  trouble'  .irose  between  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature  relative 
to  promulgating-  the  laws  as  not  being  in  accordance  -with  the  requireroents  of 
the  charter.  Nicholas  ItFoore,  the  Chief  Justice,  was  impeached  for  irregular- 
ities in  imposing  fines  and  in  ot.he.r  ways  abusing  his  high  trust.  But  though 
formally  arraigned  <md  directed  to  desist  from  exercising  his  functions,  he  suc- 
cessfully resisted  the  proceedings,  and  a hnal  judgment  was  never  obtained. 
Patrick  Itobinsou,  Clerk  of  the  court,  for  refusing  to  produce  the  record-s  in  the 
trial  of  Moore,  was  voted  a public  enemy.  These  troubles  in  the  government 
were  the  occasion  of  much  grief  to  Peun,  who  wrote,  naming  a number  of  the 
most  influential  men  in  the  colony,  and  beseeching  them  to  unite  in  an  endeavor 
to  check  further  irregularities,  declaring  that  they  disgraced  the  province, 
“ that  their  conduct  had  struck  back  hundreds,  and  was  £.10,000  out  of  his 
way,  and  £lO0,000  out  of  the  country.” 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  10S6,  seeing  that  the  %vhole  Council  was  too 
unwieldy  a body  to  exercise  executive  power,  Penn  determined  to  contract  the 
number,  and  accordingly  appointed  Thomas  Lloyd,  Nicholas  Moore,  James 
Claypole,  Bobert  Turner  and  Joh.u  Eckley,  any  three  of  whom  should  consti- 
tute a quorum,  io  be  Commissioners  of  State  to  act  for  the  proprietor.  In 
place  of  Moore  and  Claypole,  Arthur  Cook  and  John  Simcock  were  appointed. 
They  w-ero  to  compel  the  attendance  of  the  Council-,  see  that  the  two  Houses 
admit  of  no  parley;  to  abrogate  rll  laws  except  the  fujidamentals;  to  dismiss 
the  Assembly  and  call  a new-  one,  and  finally  he  solemnly  admonishes  them, 
“ Be  most  just,  as  in  the  sight  of  the  all-seeing,  ali-searching  God.”  In  a 
letter  to  these  Commissio’iiers,  ho  says;  “Three  things  occur  to  me  eminently: 
First,  that  you  be  watchful  that  none  abuse  the  King,  etc. ; secondly,  that  you 
get  the  custom  act  revived  as  being  the  equalest  and  least  olTensivo  way  to 
support  the  government;  thirdly,  that  you  retrieve  the  dignity  of  courts  and 
sessions.” 

In  a letter  to  James  Harrison,  his  confidential  agent  at  Pennsbury  Manor, 
he  unbosoms  himself  more  freely  respecting  his  employment  in  London  than 
in  any  of  his  State  papers  or  more  public  communications,  and  from  it  can  be 
seen  how  important  were  his  labors  with  the  head  of  the  English  nation.  “ I 
am  engaged  in  the  public  busines.s  of  the  nation  and  Friends,  and  those  in  au- 
thority would  have  mo  see  the  establishment  of  the  liberty,  that  I was  a small 
instrument  to  begin  in  the  land.  The  Lord  has  given  me  great  entrance  and 
interest  w-ith  the  King,  though  not  so  much  as  is  said;  and  I confess  I should 
rejoice  to  see  poor  old  England  fixed,  the  penal  laws  repealed,  that  are  now 
suspended,  and  if  it  goes  w-ell  with  England,  it  cannot  go  ill  with  Pennsyl- 
vania, as  unkindly  used  as  I am;  and  no  poor  slave  in  Turkey  desires  more 
earnestly,  I believe,  for  deliverance,  than  I do  to  be  w’ith  you.”  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1G87,  Penn  was  in  company  with  the  King  in  a progress  through  the 
counties  of  Berkshire,  Glocestorshire,  Worcestershire,  Shropshire,  Cheshire, 
Stafibrdshire,  M'arwickshire,  Oxfordshire  and  Hampshire,  during  which  ho 
held  several  religious  meetings  with  his  people,  in  some  of  which  the  King  ap- 
pears to  have  been  present,  particularly  in  Chester. 

Since  the  departure  of  Penn,  Thomas  Lloyd  had  acted  as  I’resident  of 
the  Council,  and  later  of  the  Commissioners  of  State.  He  hail  been  in  cfiect 
Governor,  and  held  responsible  for  the  success  of  the  government,  while  po~- 
sessing  only  one  voice  in  the  disposing  of  aft’airs.  Tiring  of  this  auomalons 
position,  Lloyd  applied  to  bo  relieved.  ■ It  was  diilicult  to  find  a person  of 
sufficient  ability  to  fill  the  place:  but  Penn  decided  to  relievo  him,  though 


HISTORY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


65 


showing  liis  ontirG  con6dpuco  by  notifying  him  that  he  intonded  soon  to  ap- 
point him  abrioluto  Goveruor.  In  his  place,  he  indicated  Samuel  Carpenter, 
or  if  he  viis  unv\'iiling  to  serve,  then  Thomas  Ellis,  but  not  to  be  President,  bis 
will  bein-(  that  each  should  presido  a month  in  turn,  or  that  the  oldest  mem- 
ber shoulii  be  chosen. 

Penn  foresaw  that  the  executive  power,  to  be  efficient,  must  be  lodged ’in 
the  hands  of  o.ne  man  of  ability,  such  as  to  command  tho  respect  of  his  people, 
"j’hose  whom  he  most  trusted  in  the  colony  had  been  so  mi.xed  up  in  the  wran- 
gles of  the  executive  and  legislative  departments  of  the  government  that  he 
deemed  it  advisable  to  appoint  a person  v>?ho  had  not  before  been  in  the  col- 
ony and  not  a Quaker.  Ho  accordingly  commissioned  John  Blackwell,  July 
27.  108S,  to  bo  Lieutenant  Governor,  who  was  at  this  time  in  Xew  England, 
and  who  had  the  esteem  and  contidence  of  Penn.  With  the  commission,  the 
proprietor  sent  full  instructions,  chiefly  by  way  of  caution,  the  last  one  being: 
“ Rule  the  meek  meekly;  and  those  that  will  not  be  ruled,  rule  with  authority.” 
Though  Lloyd  had  been  relieved  of  power,  he  still  remained  in  the  Council, 
probably  because  neither  of  the  persens  designated  were  willing  to  serve. 
Having  seen  the  evils  of  a many-headed  executive,  ho  had  recommended  tho 
appointment  of  one  person  to  exercise  executive  authority.  It  was  in  con- 
formity with  this  advice  that  Blackwell  was  appointed.  He  met  the  Assembly 
in  March,  16S0;  but  either  his  conceptions  of  business  wei’e  arbitrary  and  im- 
perious, or  tho  Assembly  had  become  accustomed  to  great  latitude  and  lax 
discipline,  for  the  business  Imd  not  proceeded  far  before  the  several  branches 
cf  the  government  were  at  variance.  Lloyd  refused  to  give  up  tho  great  seal, 
alleging  that  it  had  been  given  him  for  life.  Tho  Governor,  arbitra- 
rily and  without  warrant  of  law,  imprisoned  officers  of  high  rank,  denied  the 
validity  of  all  laws  passed  by  the  Assembly  previous  to  his  administration,  and 
set  on  foot  a project  for  orgamizing  and  equipping  the  militia,  under  tho  plea 
of  threatened  hostility  of  Franco.  The  Assembly  attempted  to  arrest  his 
proceedings,  but  he  shrewdly  evaded  tiieir  intents  by  organizing  a party 
among  the  members,  who  persistently  absented  themselves.  His  reign 
was  short,  for  in  January,  li'300,  he  left  the  colony  and  sailed  away  for  En- 
gland, whereupon  the  government  again  devolved  upon  tho  Council,  Thomas 
Lloyd,  President.  -Penn  had  a high  estimation  of  the  talents  and  integrity 
of  IJlackwel].  and  adds.  “ He  is  in  'England  and  Ireland  of  great  repute  for 
ability,  iulegrity  and  virtue.” 

Three  forms  of  administering  the  executive  department  of  the  government 
had  now  been  tried,  by  a Council  consisting  of  eighteen  members,  a commission  of 
flve  members,  and  a Lieutenant  Governor.  Desirous  of  leaving  the  government 
as  far  as  possible  in  the  hands  of  the  people  who  were  the  sources  of  all 
poAver,  Penn  left  it  to  the  Council  to  decide  which  form  should  be-  adopted. 
The  majority  decided  for  a Deputy  Governor.  This  w’as  opposed  by  the  mem- 
bers from  the  provinces,  who  preferred  a Council,  and  who,  linding  themselves 
outvoted,  decided  to  withdraw,  and  determined  for  themselves  to  govern  the 
lower  counties  until  Penn  should  come.  This  obstinacy  and  falling  out  be- 
tAveen  the  councilors  from  the  lower  counties  and  those  from  the  province 
Avas  the  beginning  of  a controversy  Avhich  eventuated  in  a separation,  and 
finally  in  the  formation  of  Delaware  as  a separate  commonAA'ealth.  A deputa- 
tion from  the  Council  was  sent  to  NeAv  Castle  to  induce  the  seceding  members 
to  return,  but  without  success.  They  had  never  regarded  with  favor  the  re- 
moval of  the  sittings  of  the  Council  from  New  Castle,  the  first  seat  of  gov- 
ernment, to  Philadelphia,  and  they  were  noAV  determined  to  set  up  a govern- 
ment for  themselves. 
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In  1689,  the  Friends  Public  Sc]»x>l  in  Philadelphia  was  first  incorporatecl, 
confirmed  by  a patent  from  Penn  in  1701,  and  auotli?f  in  170S,  and  finally, 
\dth  greatly  enl;iri';X'd  povrers,  from  Penn  porsoually,  Novombor  29,  1711.  The 
preamble  to  the  charter  recites  that  as  “the  prosperity  and  ^Yolfale  of  any 
people  depend,  in  great  measure,  upon  the  good  education  of  youth,  and  their 
early  introduction  in  the  priirniplos  of  true  religion  and  virtue,  and  qualifying 
them  to  serve  their  country  and  themselves,  by  breeding  them  in  reading, 
writing,  and  learning  of  languages  and  useful  arts  and  sciences  suitable  to 
their  sex.  age  and  degree,  which  cannot  be  effected  in  any  manner  so  well  as 
by  erecting  public  schools,"  etc.  George  Keith  was  employed  as  the  first  mas- 
ter of  this  school.  He  was  a native  of  Aberdeen,  Scotland,  a man  of  learning, 
and  had  emigrated  to  East  Jersey  some  years  previous,  whore  bo  was  Surveyor 
General,  and  had  surveyed  and  marked  the  lino  between  East  and  "SVest  New 
Jersey.  He  only  remained  at  the  head  of  the  school  one  year,  when  ho  was 
succeeded  by  his  usher,  Thomas  olakin.  This  was  a school  of  considerable 
merit  and  pretension,  where  the  higher  mathematics  and  the  ancient  lan- 
guages were  taught,  and  was  the  first  of  this  high  grade.  A school  of  a pri- 
mary grade  had  been  established  as  early  as  1683,  in  Philadelphia,  wlien 
Enoch  Flower  tang  lit  on  the  following  terms:  “To  learm  to  read  English, 

four  shillings  by  the  quaider;  to  write,  six  shillings  by  ditto;  to  read,  write  and 
cast  accounts,  eight  shillings  by  the  quarter:  boarding  a scholar,  that  is  to 
say,  diet,  lodging,  washing  and  schooling,  £10  for  one  whole  year,”  from  which 
it  will  be  seen  that  alihcugh  learning  might  be  highly  prized,  its  cost  in 
hard  cash  was  not  exorbitant. 

Penn's  favor  at  court  during  the  reign  of  James  II  caused  him  to  be  sus- 
pected of  disloyalty  to  the  government  when  IVilliam  and  Mary  had  come  to 
the  throne.  Accordingly  on  the  Pith  of  December,  IGSS,  while  walking  in 
"White  Hall,  he  was  summoned  before  the  Lords  of  the  Council,  and  though 
nothing  was  found  against  him,  was  compelled  to  give  security  for  his  appear- 
ance at  the  next  term,  to  answer  anv  charge  that  might  be  made.  At  the  sec- 
ond  sitting  of  the  Council  nothing  having  been  found  against  him,  he  was 
cleared  in  open  court.  In  160(1,  he  was  again  brought  before  the  Lords  on 
the  charge  of  having  been  in  correspondence  v/ith  the  late  King.  He  ap 
pealed  to  King  William,  wdio,  after  a hearing  of  two  hours,  was  disposed  to 
release  him,  but  the  Loisls  decided  to  hold  him  until  the  Trinity  term,  when 
he  was  again  discharged.  A third  time  he  v;as  arraigned,  and  this  time  with 
eigliteen  others,  cliarged  with  adhering  to  the  kingdom's  enemies,  but  v.'as 
cleared  by  order  of  the  King’s  Bench.  Being  now  at  liberty,  and  those  vexa- 
tious suits  apparently  at  an  end,  he  set  about  leading  a large  party  of  settlers 
to  his  cherished  Pennsylvania.  Proposals  were  published,  and  the  Govern- 
ment, regarding  the  enterprise  of  so  much  importance,  had  ordered  an  armed 
convoy,  when  he  was  again  met  by  another  accusation,  and  now,  backed  by 
the  false  oath  of  one  William  Fuller,  -whom  the  Parliament  subsequently  de- 
clared a “cheat  and  an  imposter.”  Seeing  that  he  must  prepare  again  for  his 
defense,  he  abandoned  his  voyage  to  America,  after  having  made  expensive 
preparations,  and  convinced  that  his  enemies  were  determined  to  prevent  his 
attentiou  to  public  or  private  affairs,  whether  in  England  or  America,  he  with- 
drew himself  during  the  ensuing  two  or  three  years  from  the  public  eye. 

But  though  not  participating  in  Inisiness,  which  was  calling  loudly  for  his 
attention,  his  mind  was  busy,  and  several  important  treatise.s  upon  religious 
and  civil  matters  rvere  produced  that  had  great  iutlueuce  u}>on  the  turn  of 
public  affairs,  which  would  never  have  been  written  but,  for  this  force^l  retire- 
ment. In  his  address  to  the  yearly  meeting  of  Friends  in  London,  he  says: 
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“ My  enemies  are  yours.  My  privacy  is  not  because  men  have  sworn  truly, 
but  falsely  against  me.” 

flis  personal  grievances  in  Eiagland  wore  tl\e  least  which  ho  sufl’ered.  For 
lack  of  guiding  iniluence,  bitter  dissemsions  had  sprung  up  in  his  colony, 
which  threatened  tli.e  loss  of  all.  Desiring  to  socuro  peace,  he  had  commis- 
sioned Thomas  Lloyd  Deputy  Governor  of  the  pruvincc,  and  M'iliiam  Mark- 
ham De])ut\  Governor  of  the  lower  counties.  Penn's  grief  on  account  of  this 
division  is  disclo.sed  in  a letter  to  a friend  in  the  province;  “I  left  it  to  them, 
to  choose  either  the  government  of  the  Council,  five  Commissioners  ora  deputy. 
"What  could  be  tenderer?  Now  I perceive  Thomas  Lloyd  is  chosen  by  the 
three  upper,  but  not  the  three  lower  counties,  and  sits  down  with  this  broken 
choice.  This  has  grieved  and  wounded  me  and  mine,  I fear  to  the  hazard  of 
j,j]i  * * g]gg  Covernor  of  New  York  is  like  to  have  all,  if  he 

has  it  not  already.” 

But  the  troubles  of  Penn  in  America  were  not  confined  to  civil  aftairs. 
His  religious  society  was  torn  with  dissension.  Georgm  Keith,  a man  of  con- 
siderable power  in  argumentation,  but  of  overweaning  self-conceit,  attacked  the 
Friends  for  the  laxity  cf  their  discipline,  and  drew  oft'  some  followers.  So 
venomous  did  ho  become  that  on  the  20th  of  April,  1G92,  a testimony  of  de- 
nial was  drav/n  up  against  him  fit  a meeting  of  ministers,  wherein  he  and  hi.s 
conduct  were  publicly  disowned.  Tbis  was  confiimed  at  the  next  yearly  meet- 
ing. He  drew  off  large  numbers  and  set  up  an  independent  society,  who 
termed  themselves  Christian  Quakers.  Keith  appealed  from  this  action  of  the 
American  Chui’ch  to  the  ycaily  meeting  in  London,  but  was  so  intemperate  in 
speech  that  the  action  of  the  American  Church  was  confirmed.  Whereupon 
he  became  the  hitter  enemy  of  the  Quakers,  and,  uniting  with  the  Church  of 
England,  was  ordained  a A dear  by  the  Bishop  of  London.  He  afterward  re- 
turned to  America  where  he  wrote  against  his  former  associates,  but  w’as  final- 
ly fixed  in  a benefice  in  tSussex,  England.  On  liis  death  bed,  be  said,  “ I wish 
I had  died  when  I was  a Quaker,  for  then  I am  sure  it  would  have  been  well 
with  my  soul.” 

But  Keitli  had  not  been  sfitisfied  with  attacking  the  principles  and  prac- 
tices of  his  church.  He  mercilessly  lampooned  the  Lieutenant  Covernor,  say- 
ing that  ''He  was  not  fit  to  be  a Governor,  and  his  name  would  stink,”  and  of 
the  Council,  that  “He  hoped  to  Cod  he  should  shortly  see  their  power  taken 
from  them.  ” On  another  occasion,  he  said  of  Thomas  Lloyd,  who  was  reputed 
a mild-tempered  man,  and  had  befriended  Keith,  that  he  was  “ an  impu- 
dent man  and  a pitiful  Covernor,"  and  asked  him  “why  he  did  not  send  him 
to  jail,”  saying  that  “his  hack  (Keith’s)  had  long  itched  for  a whipping,  and 
that  he  would  priut  and  expose  them  all  over  America,  if  not  over  Europe.” 
So  abusive  had  ho  finally  become  that  the  Council  was  obliged  to  take  notice 
of  his  conduct  and  to  w\arn  him  to  desist. 

Penn,  as  has  been  shown,  was  silenced  and  thrown  into  retirement  in  En- 
gland. It  can  be  readily  seen  what  an  e.xcellent  opportunity  these  troubles 
in  America,  the  separation  in  the  government,  and  the  schism  in  the  church, 
gave  his  enemies  to  attack  him.  They  re[)resented  that  he  had  neglected  his 
colony  by  remaining  in  England  and  meddling  with  matters  in  which  he  had 
no  business;  that  the  colony  in  consequence  had  fallen  into  great  disorder, 
and  that  ho  should  ho  deprived  of  his  proprietary  rights.  These  complaints 
had  so  much  w’eight  ■with  William  and  Mary,  that,  on  the  21st  of  October,  1092, 
they  commissioned  Beniamin  Fletcher,  Governor  of  New  Y’ork,  to  take  the 
province  and  territories  under  his  government.  There  w'as  another  motive 
Oj)erating  at  this  time,  more  potent  than  those  mentioned  above,  to  iuduci'  the 
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King  and  Queen  to  put  the  government  of  Pennsylvania  und^r  the  Governor 
of  New  York.  The  French  and  Indians  from  the  jiortli  were  tJweateniug  the 
English.  Already  the  expense  for  defense  had  become  burdensome  to  New 
York.  It  was  believed  that  to  ask  aid  for  the  common  defense  from  .Penn, 
with  his  peace  principle.'^,  would  be  fruitless,  but  that  through  the  intluence  of 
Gov.  Fletcher,  as  executive,  an  app.ro]uiation  might  be  secured. 

Fpon  receiving  his  commission,  Gov.  Fletcher  sent  a note,  dated  April  19, 
1093,  to  Deputy  Gov.  Lloyd,  informing  hiin  of  the  grant  of  the  royal  coDunis- 
eion  and  of  his  intention  to  visit  the  colony  and  assume  authority  on  the  29th 
iust.  He  accordingly  came,  with  great  pomjj  and  splendor,  attended  by  a 
numerous  retinue,  and  soon  after  his  arrival,  submission  to  him  having  been 
accorded  without  question,  summoned  the  Assembly.  Some  dirl’erences  having 
arisen  between  the  Governor  and  the  Assembly  about  the  manner  of  calling  and 
electing  the  llepreseutatives,  certain  members  united  in  an  address  to  tlie  Gov- 
ernor, claiming  that  the  constitution  and  laws  were  still  in  full  force  and 
must  be  administered  until  altered  or  repealed;  that-  Pennsylvania  had  jusi-  as 
good  a right  to  be  governed  according  to  the  usages  of  Penn.sylvania  as  New 
Y’ork  had  to  be  governed  according  to  the  usages  of  that  province.  The  Leg- 
islature being  finally  organized,  Gov.  Fletcher  presented  a letter  from  the 
Queen,  setting  forth  that  the  expense  for  the  preservation  and  defense  of  Albany 
against  the  French  was  intolerable  to  the  inhabitants  there,  and  that  as  this 
was  a frontier  to  other  colonies,  it  was  thought  but  just  that  they  should  help 
bear  the  l>nrden.  The  Legislature,  in  tinn  but  respectful  terms,  maintained 
that  the  constitution  and  laws  enacted  under  them  were  in  full  force,  and 
when  he,  having  llatly  denied  this,  attemiited  to  intimidate  them  by  the  threat 
of  annexing  Pennsylvania  to  New  Y^ork,  they  mildly  but  hnuly  requesied  that 
if  the  Governor  had  objections  to  the  bill  which  they  had  ])assed  and  would 
communicate  tliem,  they  would  try  to  remove  them.  The  business  was  now 
amicably  adjusted,  and  he  in  compliance  with  their  wish  dissolved  the  Assembly, 
and  after  appointing  dVilliam  Markham  Lieutenant  Governor,  departed  to  his 
government  in  New  York,  doubtle.ss  well  satisfied  that  a Quaker,  though  usu- 
ally mild  mannered,  is  not  easily  frightened  or  coerced 

Gov.  Fletcher  met  the  Assembly  again  in  March,-  1094,  and  during  this 
session,  having  apparently  failed  in  his  previous  endeavors  to  induce  the  Assem- 
bly to  vote  juoney  for  the  common  defense,  sent  a communication  setting  forth 
the  dangers  to  Im apprehended  from  the  French  and  Indians,  and  concluding  in 
these  words : “That  be  considered  their  princitdes ; that  they  could  not  carry  arms 
nor  levy  money  to  make  war,  though  for  their  own  defense,  yet  he  hoped  that 
they  would  not  refuse  to  feed  the  hungry  and  clothe  the  naked;  that  was  to 
supply  the  Indian  nations  with  such  necessaries  as  may  influence  their  contin- 
ued friendship  to  their  provinces.”  But  notwithstanding  the  adroit  sugar- 
coating  of  the  pill,  it,  was  not  acceptable  and  no  money  was  voted.  This  and  a 
brief  session  in  September  closed  the  Governorship  of  Pennsylvania  by 
Fletcher.  It  would  appear  from  a letter  written  by  Penn,  after  hearing  of 
the  neglect  of  the  Legislature  to  vote  money  for  the  purpose  indicated,  that 
he  took  an  entirely  different  view  of  the  subject  from  th.at  which  was  antici- 
pated; for  1)0  blamed  the  colony  for  refusing  to  send  money  to  Nevz  York  for 
what  he  calls  the  common  defense. 

Through  the  kind  oflices  of  Lords  Rochoslei,  Ranelagh,  Sidney  and  Somers, 
the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and  Sir  John  Trenchard,  the  king  was  asked  to 
hear  the  case  of  William  Peun,  against  wliom  no  charge  was  proven,  and  who 
would  two  years  before  have  gone  to  his  colony  had  he  not  supposed  that  he 
would  have  been  thought  to  go  in  deflauco  of  the  government.  King  William 
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answered  that  VdiHiam  Penu  was  bis  old  acqnaintanee  as  well  as  theirs,  that 
he  might  follow  his  business  as  freely  as  ever,  and  that  he  had  nothing  to  say 
• to  him.  Penn  was  accordingly  reinstated  in  his  government  by  letters  patent 
dated  on  the  20th  of  Aagust,  1094,  whereupon  he  commissioned  William  Mark- 
ham T.ieutenant  Governor. 

When  Markham  called  the  Assembly,  he  disregarded  the  provisions  of  the 
charter,  assuming  that  the  removal  of  Penu  had  annulled  the  grant.  The 
.Assembly  made  no  objection  to  this  action,  as  there  were  provisions  in  the  old 
charter  that  they  desired  to  have  changed.  Accordingly,  when  tho  appropria- 
tion bill  was  considered,  a new  constitution  was  attached  to  it  and  passed. 
This  was  ajiproved  by  Markham  and  became  the  organic  law,  the  third  consti- 
tution adopted  under  the  charter  of  King  Charles.  By  the  provisions  of  this 
instrument,  the  Council  was  composed  of  twelve  members,  and  the  Assembly 
of  twenty-four.  During  tho  war  between  fh-ance  and  England,  tho  ocean 
swarmed  with  the  privateers  of  the  former.  When  peace  was  declared,  many  of 
these  crafts,  which  had  richly  profited  by  privateering,  were  cli.spo.sod  to  con- 
tinue their  irregular  practices,  which  was  now  pii’acy.  Judging  that  the  peaea 
principles  of  the  Quakers  would  shield  them  from  forcible  seizure,  they  were 
accustomed  to  run  into  the  Delaware  for  safe  harbor.  Complaints  coming 
of  the  depredations  of  these  parties,  a proclamation  veas  issued  calling  on 
magistrates  and  citizens  to  unite  in  breaking  up  practices  so  damaging  to  the 
good  nam.e  of  the  colony.  It  was  charged  in  England  that  evil-disjiosed  per- 
sons in  the  province  rvere  privy  to  these  practices,  if  not  parties  to  it,  and  that 
the  failure  of  the  Gevernmeut  to  break  it  up  was  a proof  of  its  inefficiency, 
and  of  a radical  defect  of  the  principles  on  which  it  was  based.  Penn  was 
much  exercised  by  these  charges,  and  in  his  letters  to  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
and  to  his  friends  in  the  Assembly,  urged  ceaseless  vigilance  to  effect  reform. 


CHAPTER  Tin. 

William  Penn,  1699-1701— Anlrew  Hamilton,  1701-3— Epwakd  Shippen 
1703-4— John  Evans,  1704-9— Charles  Gookin,  1709-17. 

1~)EING  free  from  harassing  persecutions,  and  in  favor  at  court,  Penn  de- 
J3  termined  to  remove  with  his  family  to  Pennsylvania,  and  now  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  living  and  dving  here.  Accordingly,  in  July,  1699,  he  set  sail, 
and,  on  account  adverse  winds,  was  three  months  tossed  about  upon  the 
ocean.  Just  before  his  arrival  in  his  colony,  the  yellow  fever  raged  there  with 
great  virulence,  having  been  brought  thither  from  the  West  Indies,  but  had 
been  checked  by  the  biting  frosts  of  autumn,  and  liad  now  disappeared.  An 
observant  traveler,  who  witnessed  the  effects  of  this  scourge,  writes  thus  of  it 
in  his  journal:  “Great  was  tho  majesty  and  hand  of  the  Lord.  Great  was 

the  fear  that  fell  upon  all  tlesh.  I saw  no  lofty  nor  airy  countenance,  nor 
heard  any  vain  jesting  to  move  men  to  laughter,  nor  witty  repartee  to  raise 
mirth,  nor  extravagant  feasting  to  excite  the  lusts  and  desires  of  the  tlesh 
above  measure;  but  every  face  gathered  paleness,  and  many  hearts  were  hum- 
bled, and  countenances  fallen  and  sunk,  as  such  that  waited  every  moment  to 
bo  summoned  to  the  bar  and  numbered  to  tho  grave.” 

Great  joy  was  everywhere  manifested  tbrougbout  tho  province  at  the  arriv- 
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al  of  the  proprietor  and  his  family,  fondly  believing  that  he  had  now  come  to 
stay.  He  met  the  Assembly  soon  after  landing,  but,  it  being  an  inclement 
season,  he  only  detained  them  long  enough  to  pass  two  measures  aimed  against 
piracy  and  illieit  trade,  e.Yaggerated  reports  of  which,  having  been  spread 
broadcast  throng]',  the  kingdom,  had  caused  him  great  unea.si ness  and  vexation. 
At  the  hrst  monthly  meeting  of  Friends  in  1700,  he  laid  before  them  his 
concern,  which  was  for  the  welfare  of  Indians  ai.id  Negroes,  and  steps  were 
taken  to  instruct  them  and  provide  stated  meetings  for  them  where  they  could 
hear  the  Word.  It  i«  more  than  probable  that  he  had  fears  from  the  lirst  that 
his  enemies  in  England  wmuld  interfere  in  his  ahairs  to  such  a degree  as  to  re- 
quire his  early  return,  though  he  had  declared  to  his  friends  there  that  he 
never  expected  to  meet  them  again.  His  greatest  solicitude,  eonserpiently, 
was  to  give  a charter  to  his  colony,  and  also  one  to  his  city,  the  very  best  that 
human  ingenuity  could  devise.  An  experience  of  now  nearly  twenty  years 
would  be  likely  to  develop  the  weaknesses  and  impracticable  provisions  of  the 
first  constitutions,  so  that  a frame  now  drawn  with  all  the  light  of  the  past, 
and  by  the  aid  and  suggestion  of  the  men  who  had  been  employed  in  admin- 
istering it,  would  be  likely  to  be  enduring,  and  thoug’h  he  might ' be  called 
bonce,  or  bo  removed  by  deatli,  their  work  would  live  un  from  generation  to 
generation  and  age  to  age,  and  exert  a benign  and  preserving  inliuouce  while 
the  State  should  exist. 

In  Febru.ary,  1701,  Penn  met  the  most  renowned  ami  powerful  of  the  In- 
dian chieftains, reaching  out  to  the  Potomac, the  Su.squehanna  and  to  the  Ononda- 
goet'  of  the  Five  Nations,  some  forty  in  number,  at  Philadelphia,  where  ho 
renewed  with  them  pledges  of  peace  and  entered  into  a formal  treaty  of  active 
friendship,  binding  them  to  disclose  any  hostile  intent,  conlirm  sale  of  lands, 
be  governed  by  colonial  law,  all  of  W'hich  was  confirmed  on  the  part  of  the  In- 
dians “ by  five  parcels  of  skins;”  and  on  the  part  of  Penn  by  ” several  English 
goods  and  merchandises.” 

Several  sessions  of  the  Legislature  were  held  in  which  great  harmony  pre- 
vailed, and  much  attention  was  giving  to  revising  and  recomjtosing  the  consti- 
tution. But  in  the  midst  of  their  labors  for  the  improvement  of  the  organic 
law,  intelligence  was  brought  to  Penn  that  a bill  had  been  introduced  in  the 
House  of  Lords  for  reducing  all  the  proprietary  governments  in  America  to 
regal  ones,  under  pretence  of  advancing  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  and 
the  national  advantage.  Such  of  the  owners  of  land  in  Pennsylvania  as  hap- 
pened to  be  in  England,  remonstrated  against  action  upon  the  bill  until  Penn 
could  return  and  bo  heard,  and  wrote  to  him  urging  his  immediate  coming 
hither.  Though  much  to  his  disappointment  and  soitow,  he  determined  to 
go  immediately  thither.  He  promptly  called  a session  of  the  Assembly,  and 
in  his  message  to  the  tw'o  Houses  said,  “I  cannot  think  of  such  a voyage 
without  great  reluctancy  of  miud,  having  promised  myself  the  quietness  of  a 
wilderness.  For  my  heart  is  among  you,  and  no  disappointment  shall  ever  be 
able  to  alter  my  love  to  the  country,  and  resolution  to  return,  and  settle  my 
family  and  posterity  in  it.  * * Think  therefore  (since  all  men  are  mortal), 

of  some  suitable  expedient  and  provision  for  your  safety  as  well  in  your  privi- 
leges as  property,  lieview  again  your  laws,  propose  new’  ones,  and  }’ou  will 
find  me  ready  to  comply  with  whatsoever  may  render  us  happv,  by  a nearer 
union  of  our  interests.”  The  Assembly  returned  a suitable  response,  and  then 
proceeded  to  draw’  up  twenty-one  articles.  The  first  related  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  a Lieutenant  Governor.  Penn  proposed  that  the  Assembly  should 
choose  one.  But  this  tlioy  declined,  preferring  that  he  should  appoint  one. 
Little  trouble  was  experienced  in  settling  everything  broached,  except  the 
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nnion  of  the  province  and  lower  comities.  Penn  used  his  best  endeavors  to 
reconcile  them  to  the  union,  but  without  avail.  The  new  constitution  was 
adopted  on  the  2brb  of  October,  1701.  The  instrument  provided  for  the 
union,  but  in  a supplemental y article,  evidently  granted  with  great  reluctance, 
it  was  provided  that  tho  province  and  tho  territories  might  be  separated  at  atw 
time  within  three  years.  As  his  last  act  before  leaving,  he  presented  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  now  grown  to  be  a eoiisiderable  place,  and  always  an  object 
of  his  afiectiouate  regard,  with  a charter  of  jirivileges.  As  his  Jdeputy,  he  ap- 
pointed Andrew  Hamilton,  one  of  tho  proprietors  of  East  New  Jersey,  and 
sometime  Governor  of  both  East  and  AVest  Jersey,  and  for  Secj-etary  of  the 
province  and_.  Clerk  of  the  Council,  he  selected  James  Logan,  a man  of  sin- 
gular urbanity  and  strength  of  mind,  and  withal  a scholar. 

Penn  set  sail  for  Europe  on  the  1st  of  November,  1701.'  Soon  after  liis 
arrival,  on  the  iSth  of  January,  1702,  King  AVilliam  died,  and  Anne  of  Den- 
mark succeeded  him.  He  now  found  himself  in  favor  at  court,  and  that  he 
might  be  convenient  to  the  royal  residence,  he  again  took  lodgings  at  Kensing- 
ton. The  bill  which  had  been  pending  before  IKriiament,  that  had  given  him 
so  much  uneasiness,  was  at  the  succeeding  session  dropped  entirely,  and  was 
never  again  called  up.  During  his  leisure  houi’s,  he  now  busied  himself  in 
writing  “several  useful  and  e.vcellent  treatises  on  divers  subjects.” 

Gov.  Hamilton's  administration  continued  only  till  December,  1702,  when 
he  died.  He  ^vas  earnest  in  his  endeavors  to  induce  the  territories  to  unite 
with  the  province,  they  having  as  yet  not  accepted  the  new  charter,  alleging 
that  they  had  three  years  in  which  to  malte  their  decision,  but  without  success. 
He  also  organized  a mJlitary  force,  of  which  George  Lov/ther  was  commander, 
for  the  safety  of  the  colony. 

The  executive  authority  now  devolved  upon  the  Council,  of  which  Edward 
Shipper)  was  President.  Conflict  of  authority,  and  contention  over  the  due  in- 
terpretation of  some  provi:hons  of  the  new  cliartei',  yneventea  the  accomplish- 
ment of  much,  by  way  of  legislation,  in  the  Assembly  which  convened  in  1703; 
though  in  this  body  it  was  linally  determined  that  the  lovrer  counties  should 
thereafter  act  separately'  in  a legislative  capacity'.  This  separation  proved 
final,  tho  two  bodies  never  again  meeting  in  common. 

Though  the  bill  to  govern  the  American  Colonies  by  regal  authority  failed, 
yet  the  clamor  of  those  opposed  to  the  proprietary  Govoruors  was  so  strong 
that  an  act  was  finally  passed  reepairing  tlie  selection  of  depatios  to  have  the 
royal  assent.  Hence,  in  chousing  a successor  to  Hamilton,  ho  was  obliged  to 
consider  the  Queen’s  wishes.  John  Evans,  a man  of  parts,  of  AA’^elsh  extrac- 
tion, only  twenty-six  years  old,  a member  of  the  Queen's  household,  and  not  a 
Quaker,  nor  even  of  exemplary  morals,  was  appointed,  w’ho  arrived  in  the  col- 
ony in  December,  1703.  He  was  accompanied  by  AViliiam  Penn,  Jr.,  who  was 
elected  a member  of  the  Council,  the  number  having  been  increased  by  author- 
ity of  the  Governor,  probably  with  a viesvto  his  election. 

The  lii'st  care  of  Evans  was  to  unite  the  province  and  lower  counties, 
though  the  final  separation  had  been  agreed  to.  He  presented  the  matter  so 
well  that  the  lower  counties,  from  w'hich  the  difficulty  had  alway's  come,  were 
willing  to  return  to  a lit'in  union.  But  now  tho  provincial  Assembly,  having 
become  impatient  of  the  obstacles  thrown  in  the  way  of  legislation  by  the  dele- 
gates from  these  counties,  was  unwilling  to  receive  them.  They  henceforward 
remained  separate  in  a legislative  capacity,  though  still  a part  of  Pennsylvania, 
under  the  claim  of  Penn,  and  ruled  by  the  same  Grovemor,  and  thus  they  con- 
tinued until  tho  20Lh  of  September,  177t),  wlien  a constitution  was  adopted, 
and  they  were  proclaimed  ft  separate  State  under  tho  name  of  Delaware. 


rr  ■ ,Aiv:A7jya>;/-ia  w 

W hf^^■ . PtXiU'^l  'nwoi  f>ifit  j-  -^li I ''o^coifln. 

.toUfVliiar.A^i,.  t'am  t>^JT  ' i‘£«v^  luodiw  4ti<f  ,atti:-w  od-i  /.-fi-awH  '>liaiJ<>6-« 
o'.l;  vi  ’iV'iut  ?f  . atl‘  olU  (i;o  54fi.ti{>.iMj 

,_Uft<.i)tv ;.  v_ii>hi!3<;u'  '-jqi->5  t»  jt;  it, a .noiau 

Y'(w, ;•■■'«'•  yyaiv^rf^  M.«:.i  Ji^Ci  fe  ,f' •(■''-■  KM«Vf  1} 

\'i£3  '■jul''  ( ■;,!  ,*55/>iVJ5  il  •'-■  kit!  r3)-*j  SA  , tjl'i'.iiW’  <><iu3 

vs-  ‘V-.'-sv/IiS  tj  !•»  ,y:.*it''ii'{  ■;.!:•'■  ;v;'>  B w oi  ftv/o^  I Jo 

(?‘A  Jc>  >,)  ,;*"•. «id  lui 

li.tiB  V<> '•■,'ici.;->i-;(o-'}  Jo  -'."vvlitiA  twililiLKj 

:xoAA<a.’.  .n.m'-X  3»oV/ ftit-rt  tox.-’y^vo';; 

-.fl  c.‘.  - ;:■”(•  Ir  '■‘'31  ri!;»,iuyoitu 

,•.  '"  ’ ■ ' <•  '-•tV»^=>,^•a.^•  H liiiliiv/  hmt  /jctmt  vi<covd3if 

fHf'.'i'iSl-i?  .I'QVI  .••K,',i(,>x'jvo:^;  lx'  3*-i  ofii  «i>  ?«,•■>'■' 3f«-  iiaai*! 

tmxA  tMtii  -up  ;'Uytt«a 

,h:x<9  XiVBl  ’Woi.' .("W  'I'.rfii  ly)ixwoiDa7«;i7Am_ 

■■>wA;aJl  An  .vj/4j8XS'*gkdi  i J-B-i’  a o*  i-J-iiifovua'j  swjl 

xnij  iT";)vf'4  fei.'i  l^(d  ,l{icf  odT  ' ,iioi 

,L//rvc.H  '//h/ilSar^  riwai  oa 

ai  l;'o,<iuyii.dl.)od»id «ul;  S«hifa  ddi'’'  jiits'jja  •XiJYBiit' 

.ssor  4 A'liiX  i.aJ(Vtoi  'fea.v/ytt.''  ‘juMcv/, 

md-a  X^)7l  ,io5,lx««i'/CI  ilU  ’^i-oo  Ixulai^Motf  no!t-tihUk.‘ilm  a’xp;KiJjrwH  .voD  : ' 

■-ijitTi:;  0-)  ftohoJtTioi  «,;d  .,i'-‘y;';'.,n  • ')H  ..iyHiJ 

174:0 *.j?  .'fo'hfo'.b  vifoa  o«b  ijo^rSJKiAt.MiT  RfJ . /r.,''.'':! 'C' tq' 

!k='>%a'-;  j,ia>afia.fr'id<i.  .d,foklo6{>^  3 du-iffw  Mi  n'm<y  oto;-;;  lanl  ^adt 

,'xdf>ax«<>:'uco.f.«'«r  'X''jdiwfxX '«';.pd;;0  ilaidw  5to  j:  -•»  rffo  de»f,o  dll 

...  Wly.  n-v  tol 

ISxBWlj^i  v43  U'i.‘<|,i;  fjf>7lOV‘3i>  VO.^-J  ^5.!'!v£(J37a 

-rd  orJ.Jt-7Wo  aot3:fJ^>rh,<t:'-'iJya!t  .’Mi:(pdifi3  h- 

»>£{Asjat«'a/->ft|  .id’r’uuf'O  'y/oa  oui  5o  .r',u’.<i*tN(d7q''.'WH.iii5  ht 
,fii  o’l'/K/f/Joa  ;.hhiu  wiJ  4«i  ,tio.i.Tfll4iii'j4'.vi },“  ’iXyX‘^  ,flo«A  Jo  •*'0«bi 

J::Iuodei  ’imni  !wniy'”.-fUJ.; 

r;i‘i«'^’',.raq.  au.jAr4aqo.^s..££ul’X  .vjHox-q^a,  ^vilwiftrsai  <j  at 

, ■ ■,■,'  V - ,anoiOffl<)a  ttj  jtiXigB  ..'a/'Xvs'd 

,f,v,i£ii’.  ’*i,  .10  .:tdi.or>  iuvjlvttuk  ,IfH' ,- 

ou  KfiTJ  otli,.-  .dl-  ■aiiOO')’  Jo iXqxHxd?. 

■ od$-^-m{ ; oS, 1;».»  ,iiM'i:«'.>h#?j  ‘44O-.  ^rth'Jjqm  ' ;?yf :..jii^ 

<i,{  Ivi^sMo  fed  ,iTC#£Civ/!i'l:T 

.OB>Uo'f.dvi'3i.Y/oJo  t,t.'i’J:Bq.  .1,1.' “i.T^Ma  « (‘itiirivH,  jfff.foX , 

ft  Jo.a  .brifli  ^,t»,ioif£>teOod'  wii ' ia  TKkil«<«m  4 jiJjio  «3USk»-{,. 

4oo  qrfi  flri  .?>.!ay?i-,rrt  «h,w  'W'd 

hi-jy?  ClSv^  (.“jiX  ,0'fX<j‘'i  .xfuii  JllV/  mI  irvM  AijjcjwxoaoM  '.‘5:1  .!:.'l:' ».,5' titi  i(cii} 

%d. gaived  «.#  y4Mo 

rti&i'l'Ovtl-)'  fch!  o«' Yfoiv  B il.iivj'  'fI<,to'.io’«4  .ntomAvoi)  ..adi 

tidi  -^ynaa  (jtj  e»iw  'ii*.  ©'W.  ■>dT, 

t.*.Ubiu  P‘i-t  J'j.oyfcj(y;'vmq  ‘di'A,  **'■11, 

ttiijT-y  u'd&ife  w.'4‘}  yl^xtlw  no*r. 

ydTOitV  .'{Waoots&i,  iiddttivWf  uxJtf'  -ffott  iiifiL  .iidio!?  •«  «J  BtaWf 
.<#lo£>«4)  xd  »-oi..i?4rtf7ii‘.4  So-J^’W  .Of  av«:4tj(J'J ?«t»  .W 
fc^tawioSaojoad..  x’i*fi\i..4diadt  wrlMawt  suf  jf4ijiii*»u«  «av 
,.c;.qfK7.fv<i),i«a‘ii  lo  « oi 

- jxoa,  x^di  6«di  .IwsB  ,/iOff.xf'Aiji')  .9^  '||04‘  '*  ■ •il*'- 

4r«w  ,a0w.xx3tJ^£afi*.»  » mti't'  :,flT7l.  t^u 

Jo  #ai4'fl  tKifk.rtkdt  i*a$ 


72 


HISTORY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


During  two  yeara  of  the  govei-nment  of  Evans,  there  v/as  ceaseless  discord  be- 
tween the  Council,  headed  l>y  the  G-overnor  ard  Secretary  Logan  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  Afsembly  led  by  D.-vid  Lloyd,  its  Speaker,  on  the  other,  and 
little  legislation  v/as  eh'ected. 

Realizing  the  defenseless  condition  of  the  colony,  Evans  deierrainod  to 
organize  the  militia,  and  accordingly  issued  his  proclamation.  “In  obedience 
to  her  Majesty's  royal  comma  ad,  and  to  the  end  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
government  may  be  in  a postiu'e  of  defense  and  readiness  to  withstand  and 
repel  all  acts  of  hostility,  I do  hereby  Btrictly  command  and  require  all  per- 
sons residing  in  this  govermnent,  whose  ]iersuasions  will,  on  any  account,  por- 
mit  them  to  take  up  arms  in  their  own  defense,  that  forthwith  they  do  pro- 
vide themselves  with  a good  firelock  and  ammunition,  in  order  to  enlist  them- 
selves in  the  militia,  vtliich  I am  now  settling  in  thisgoveiTimeht.“  The  Gov- 
ernor evidently  issued  this  proclamation  in  good  faith,  an'd  with  a pure  pur- 
pose. The  French  and  In-dians  had  assumed  a l ln-eatening  aspect  upon  the  north, 
and  while  the  other  colonies  had  assisted  New  York  liberally,  Pennsylvania  had 
done  little  or  nothing  for  the  common  defense.  But  his  call  fell  stillborn. 
The  “ fire- locks”  were  not  brought  out,  and  none  enlisted. 

rtisappointed  at  this  lack  of  sjiirit.  and  embittered  by  the  .factious  temper  of 
the  Assembly,  Evans,  v>ho  seems  not  to  have  had  faith  in  the  religious  prin- 
ciples of  the  Quakers,  and  to  have  entirely  mistook  the  nature  of  their  Christian 
7.eal,  formed  a ^Yild  scheme  to  lest  their  steadfastness  under  the  pressure  of 
threatened  danger.  In  con] unction  with  his  gay  associates  in  revel,  he  agreed 
to  have  a false  alarm  spread  of  the  approach  of  a hostile  force  in  the  river, 
whereupon  he  was  to  raise  the  alarm  in  the  city.  Accordingly,  on  the  day  of 
the  fair  in  Philadelphia,  ICtb.  of  March,  1700,  a messenger  came,  piost  haste 
from  New  Castle,  bringing  the  startling  intelligence  that  an  armed  fleet  of  the 
enemy  was  already  in  the  river,  and  making  their  way  rapidly  toward  the  city. 
Whereujxin  Evans  acted  his  part  to  a nicety.  He  sent  emissaries  tlirougl.1  the 
town  proclaiming  the  dread  tale,  while  he  mounted  his  horse,  and  in  an  ex- 
cited manner,  and  with  a drawn  swox’d,  rude  through  the  streets,  calling  upon  all 
good  men  and  true  to  rush  to  arms  for  the  defense  of  their  homes,  their  wives 
and  children,  and  all  they  held  dear.  The  ruse  w’as  so  well  played  that  it 
had  an  immense  effect.  " The  suddenness  of  the  surprise,”  r,ays  Proud,  “ with 
the  noise  of  precipitation  consequent  thereon,  threw  many  of  the  people  into 
very  great  fright  and  consternation,  insomuch  that  it  is  said  some  threw  their 
plate,  and  most  valuable  effects  down  their  wells  and  little  houses;  that  others 
hid  themselves,  in  the  best  manner  they  could,  while  many  retired  further  up 
the  river,  with  what  they  could  most  readily  carry  off;  so  that  some  of  the 
creeks  seemed  full  of  boats  aud  small  craft;  those  of  a larger  size  running  as 
far  as  Burlington,  aud  some  higher  np  the  river;  several  women  are  said  to 
have  miscarried  by  the  fright  and  terror  into  which  they  were  thrown,  and 
much  mischief  ensued.” 

The  more  thoughtful  of  the  people  are  said  to  have  understood  the 
deceit  from  the  first,  an>.l  labi3red  to  allay  the  excitement;  but  the  seeming 
earne.stness  of  the  Governor  and  the  zeal  of  his  emissaries  so  worked  upon  the 
more  inconsiderate  of  the  jiopulation  that  the  consternation  aud  commotion 
was  almost  past  belief,  la  an  almanac  publi.shed  at  Philadelphia  for  the  next 
year  opposite  this  date  was  this  distich: 

“Wise  men  wonder,  good  men  grieve, 

Knaves  invent  and  fools  believe.” 

Though  this  ruse  was  ]>layed  upon  all  classes  alike,  yet  it  was  generally 
believed  to  have  been  aimed  chietly  at  the  Quakers,  to  try  the  force  of  their 
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principles,  and  see  if  they  would  not  rush  to  arms  when  danger  should  really 
a[>pear.  But  in  this  the  Governor  was  disa])pointed.  ]"or  it  is  said  that  only 
four  out  of  the  entire  population  of  this  religious  creed  showed  any  disposition 
to  fal.-ify  their  faiih.  It  was  the  day  of  their  weekly  meeting,  and  regardless 
of  the  dismay  and  consternation  which  were  overywhore  manifest  about  tliem, 
they  assembled  in -1  heir  accustomed  places  of  worship,  and  engaged  in  their 
devohous  as  though  nothing  unusual  was  transpiring  without,  manifesting 
such  unshaken  faith,  as  B’hittier  has  exemplified  iu  verse  by  his  Abraham 
Davenport,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Dark  Day; 

iMeanwliHe  in  the  old  State  House,  dim  as  ghosts. 

Sat  the  law-givers  of  Connecticut, 

'rrembling  beneath  their  legislative  robes, 

'It  is  the  Lord’s  sireat  day!  Let  us  adjouru,’ 

Some  said;  and  Iheu,  as  with  one  accord. 

All  eyes  were  turned  on  Abraham  Davenport. 

He  rose,  slow,  cleaving  with  Iris  .steady  voice 
The  intolerable  hush.  ‘ This  well  may  be 
The  Day  of  Judginent  wliich  the  world  awaits; 

But  he  it  so  or  not,  I only  know 

!My  present  duty,  and  my  Lord’s  command 

To  occtjpy  till  He  come.  So  at  the  post, 

M’here  He  hath  set  me  in  His  Providence, 

I choose,  for  one,  to  meet  Him  face  to  face, 

No  faithle.ss  servant  frigiuened  from  in;,-  task. 

But  ready  when  tlie  Lord  of  the  harvest  calls; 

And  therefore,  with  all  reverence,  I would  say, 

Let  God  do  Hi.s  work,  we  will  see  to  ours. 

Bring  in  the  candles.’  And  they  brought  them  in." 

In  conjunction  with  the  Legislature  of  the  lower  counties,  Evans  was  in- 
ptrumental  in  having  a law  passed  for  the  imposition  of  a tax  on  the  tonnae'0 
of  the  river,  and  the  erection  of  a fort  near  the  town  of  New  Castle  for  oom- 
pelling  obedience.  This  was  in  direct  violation  of  the  fundamental  compact, 
and  vexatious  to  commerce.  It  was  at  length  forcibly  resisted,  and  its  impo- 
sition abandoned.  His  administration  was  anything  but  efficient  or  peaceful, 
a series  of  contentions,  of  charges  and  counter-charges  having  been  kept  up 
between  the  leaders  of  the  two  factions,  Lloyd  and  Logan,  which  he  wa.s  pow- 
erless to  properly  direct  or  control.  “ He  was  relieved  in  1709.  Possessed  of 
a good  degree  of  learning  and  refinement,  and  accustomed  to  the  gay  society 
of  the  British  metropolis,  he  found  in  the  grave  and  serious  habits  of  the 
Friends  a type  of  life  and  character  which  he  failed  to  comprehend,  and  with 
which  he  could,  consequently,  have  little  sympathy.  How  widely  he  mistook 
the  Quaker  character  is  seen  in  the  result  of  his  wild  and  hair-brained  experi- 
ment to  test  their  faith.  His  general  tenor  of  life  seems  to  have  been  of  a 
piece  with  this.  Watson  says:  ‘The  Indians  of  Connestoga  complained  of 
him  when  there  as  misbehaving  to  their  women,  and  that,  in  1709,  Solomon 
Cresson,  going  his  rounds  at  night,  entered  a tavern  to  suppress  a riotous  as- 
sembly, and  found  there  John  Evans,  Esq.,  the  Governor,  who  fell  to  beat- 
ing Cresson.’” 

The  youth  and  levity  of  Gov.  Evans  induced  the  proprietor  to  seek  for  a 
successor  of  a more  sober  and  sedate  character.  He  had  thought  of  proposing 
his  son,  but  linally  settled  'upon  Col.  Charles  Gookin,  who  was  reputed  to  bo  a 
man  of  wisdom  and  prudence,  though  as  was  afterward  learned,  to  the  sorrow 
of  the  colony,  he  w'as  subject  to  hts  of  derangement,  which  toward  the  close  of 
his  term  were  exhibited  in  the  most  extravagant  acts.  He  had  scarcely  ar- 
rived in  the  colony  befor-o  cliarges  were  ])referred  against  the  late  Governor, 
and  ho  was  asked  to  institute  criminal  proceedings,  which  he  declined.  .This 
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was  the  occasion  oi'  a renewal  of  contentions  bet^reen  the  Governor  and  bis 
Council  and  tlie  Assembly,  whicb  continued  daring  the  greater  j>arb  of  bis  ad- 
ministration. In  the7iild.st  of  them,  Logan,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Coun- 
cil, having  demanded  a trial  of  the  cbarge.s  against  him,  and  failed  to  secure 
one,  sailed  for  Europe,  where  he  presented  the  difficulties  experienced  in  ad- 
ministering the  government  so  strongly,  that  Penn  was  seriously  inclined,  to 
sell  his  interest  in  the  colony.  He  had  already  greatly  cri[7pled  his  estate  by 
expenses  he  had  incm’red  in  making  costly  presents  to  the  natives,  and  in  set- 
tling his  colony,  for  w'hich  he  liad  received  small  return.  In  the  year  1707, 
be  bad  become  involved  in  a suit  in  chancery  with  the  executors  of  his  former 
stew’ard,  in  the  com'se  of  which  he  was  coriffiaed  in  the  Old  .Baily  during  this 
and  a p>art  of  the  followdng  year,  when  he  was  obliged  to  mortgage  his  colony 
in  the  sum  of  £6.000  to  relieve  himself.  Foreseeiirg  the  great  conseqirenao 
it  would  be  to  the  crown  to  buy  the  right.s  of  the  pro|>rieto}'s  of  the  several 
English  colonies  in  America  before  they  would  grov?  too  pov/erful,  negotia- 
tions had  beem  entered  into  early  in  the  reign  of  TV  iliiam  and  1’J.ary  for  their 
purchase,  especially  the  ‘ffiine  province  of  Mr.  Penn.”  Borne  down  by  these 
troubles,  and  by  debts  and  litigations  at  home,  Penn  seriously  entertained  the 
proposition  to  sell  iii  1712.  and  offered  it  for  £20,000.  The  sum  of  £12, (.100 
was  offered  on  the  part  of  the  crown,  which  was  agreed  upon,  but  before  the 
ueces.sary  papers  were  executed,  he  was  stricken  down  with  apoplexy,  by  which 
he  was  incapacitated  for  transacting  any  business,  and  a stay  was  put  to  fur- 
ther proceedings  until  the  Queen  should  order  an  act  of  Parliament  for  con- 
summating the  purchase. 

It  is  a mournful  spectacle  to  behold  the  great  juind  and  the  great  heart  of 
Penn  reduced  now  in  his  declining  years,  by  the  troubles  of  government  and 
by  debts  incurred  in  the  bettering  of  his  colony,  to  this  enfeebled  condition. 
He  was  at  the  moment  writing  to  Logan  on  public  affairs,  when  his  hand  was 
suddenly  seized  by  lethargy  in  the  begimring  of  a sentence,  whicli  he  never 
linished.  His  mind  was  touched  by  the  disease,  which  he  never  recovered, 
and  after  lingering  for  six  years,  he  died  on  the  30th  of  fllay,  1718,  in  the 
seventy- fourth  year  of  his  age.  With  great  power  of  iiitelieet,  and  a religious 
devotion  scarcely  matched  in  all  Christendom,  he  gave  himself  to  the  welfare 
of  mankind,  by  securing  civil  and  religions  liberty  through  the  operations  of 
organic  law.  Thong)!,  not  a lawyer  by  profession,  he  drew  frames  of  govern- 
ment and  bodies  of  laws  whicli  have  been  the  admiration  of  succeeding  gener- 
ations,  and  are  destined  to  exert  a benign  influence  in  all  future  time,  and  by 
his  discussions  with  .Lord  Baltimore  and  before  the  Lords  in  Council,  he 
showed  himself  familiar  with  the  abstruse  principles  of  law.  Though  but  a 
private  person  and  of  a despised  sect,  he  was  received  as  the  friend  and  confi- 
dential advisee  of  the  ruling  sovereigns  of  England,  and  some  of  the  princi- 
ples which  give  luster  to  British  law  W’ere  engrafted  there  through  the  iul'u- 
enee  of  the  powerful  intellect  and  benignant  heart  of  Penn.  Ho  sought  to 
know  DO  ])hilo30|)hy  but  that  promulgated  by  Christ  and  His  disciples,  ar.d 
this  he  had  sounded  to  its  depths,  and  in  it  were  anchored  his  ideas  of  public 
law  and  private  and  social  living.  The  nntamod  savage  of  the  forest  bowed  in 
meek  and  loving  simplicity  to  his  mild  and  resistless  sway,  and  the  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  all  over  Europe  flocked  to  his  City  of  Brotherly  Love. 
His  prayers  for  the  welfare  of  his  people  are  the  beginning  and  ending  of  all 
his  public  and  private  correspondence,  and  who  will  say  that  they  have  not 
been  answered  in  the  blessings  which  have  attended  the  commonwealth  of  bis 
founding?  And  will  not  tlie  day  of  its  greatness  be  when  the  inhahituuts 
throughout  all  its  borders  shall  return  to  the  peaceful  and  loving  spirit  of 
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Penn?  In  tbo  midst  of  a licentious  court,  andvdth  every  prosp(?ct  of  advanco- 
meut  in  its  sunshine  and  favor,  inheriting  a great  name  and  au  independent 
patrimony,  he*  tn^-mHl  a.side  from  this  brilliant,  track  to  mr-ike  common  lot  with 
a pcior  sect  under  the  l>an  of  Government;  endured  slrij^es  and  imprisonment 
and  loss  of  property;  banished  himself  to  the  wilds  of  the  American  continent 
that  lie  might  secure  to  his  people  those  devotions  which  seemed  to  them  re- 
quired by  their  Maker,  and  has  won  for  himself  a name  by  the  simple  deeds  of 
love  and  humbie  obedience  to  Christian  mandates  which  shall  never  perish. 
Many  have  won  renown  by  deeds  of  blood,  but  fadeless  glory  has  come  to 
William  Penn  by  charity. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Sm  William  Keith,  17l7-2'5—rATKiCK  Gordon,  17S6-3G— -James  Logan,  I736-S3 
—George  Thomas,  1738-47— A.nthony  Palmer,  1747-48— James  Hamilton, 
1748-4.4. 

TN  1712,  Penn  had  made  a will,  by  which  he  devised  to  his  only  siu’viving 
, son,  William,  by  his  lirst  marriage,  all  his  estates  in  England,  amounting 
to  some  twenty  thousand  pounds.  Eyhis  first  wife,  Gulielma  Maria  Springett, 
he  had  issue  of  three  sons- — William,  Springett  and  William,  and  four  daugh- 
ters— Gulielma,  Margaret,  Gulielma  and  Letitia;  and  by  his  second  wife. 
Hannah  Gallowhill,  of  four  sons — John,  Thomas,  Richard  and  Dennis.  To 
his  wife  Hannah,  who  survived  him,  and  whom  he  made  the  sole  esecutrix  of 
his  will,  he  gave,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  herself  and  her  children,  all  his 
personal  estate  in  Pennsylvania  and  elsewhere,  after  paying  all  delAs,  and 
alloting  ten  tho'usand  acres  of  land  in  the  Province  to  his  daughter  Letitia,  by 
his  first  marriage,  and  each  of  the  three  children  of  his  son  "^Villiam. 

Doubts  having  arisen  as  to  the  force  of  the  provisions  of  this  will,  it  was 
finally  determined  to  institute  a suit  in  chancery  for  its  determination.  Before 
a decision  was  reached,  in  March,  1720,  William  Penn,  Jr.,  died,  and  while 
still  pending,  his  son  Springett  died  also.  During  the  long  pendency  of  this 
litigation  for  nine  years,  Hannah  Penn,  as  executrix  of  the  will,  assumed  the 
proprietary  powers,  issued  instructions  to  her  Lieutenant  Governors,  heard 
complaints  and  settled  difficulties  with  the  skill  and  the  assurance  of  a veteran 
diplomatist.  In  1727,  a decision  was  reached  that,  upon  the  death  of  WTlliam 
Penn,  Jr.,  and  his  son  Springett,  the  proprietary  rights  in  Pennsylvania  de- 
scended to  the  three  surviving  sons — John,  Thomas  and  Richard — issue  by  the 
second  marriage;  and  that  the  proprietors  bargain  to  sell  his  province  to  the 
crown  for  twelve  thousand  pounds,  made  in  1712,  and  on  which  one  thousand 
pounds  had  been  paid  at  the  confirmation  of  tho  sale,  was  void.  Whereupon 
the  three  sons  became  the  joint  proprietors. 

A year  before  the  death  of  Penn,  the  lunacy  of  Gov.  Gookin  having  be- 
come troublesome,  he  was  succeeded  in  tiie  Government  by  Sir  William  Keith, 
a Scotchman  who  had  served  as  Surveyor  of  Customs  to  the  English  Govern 
raent,  m which  capacity  he  had  vi.sited  Pennsylvania  previously,  and  knew 
something  of  its  condition.  He  was  a man  of  dignified  and  commanding 
bearing,  endowed  with  cunning,  of  an  accommdatiug  policy,  full  of  faithful 
promises,  and  usually  found  upon  tho  stronger  side-.  ■ Hence,  upon  hi;' 
arrival  in  the  colony,  he  did  not  summon  the  Assembly  immediately. 
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8s?igning  as  a rt^asou  in  his  first  message  that  ho  did  not^v'ifll  to  inconvenience 
the  country  members  by  oailing  them  in  harve.st  time.  The  disposition  thus 
manifested  to  favor  the  people,  an.'l  liis  advoco.ey  of  popular  rights  on  several 
occasions  in  oppositiuri  to  the  claims  of  the  proprietor,  gave  great  satisfaction 
to  the  popular  branch  uf  the  Lf'gislature.  which  manifested  its  appreciation  of 
bis  conduct  by  voting  him  liberal  salaries,  which  had  of  ten  been  withheld  frojn 
his  less  aecoTiimodating  predecessor's.  I3y  his  artfid  and  insinuating  policy, 
he  induced  the  Assembly  to  pass  two  acts  which  had  previously  met  with  un- 
compromising opposition — one  to  establish  a Court  of  Equity,  with  liimself  as 
Chancellor,  the  want  of  which  had  been  seriously  felt;  and  another,  for  organ- 
izing the  militia.  Though  the  soil  was  fruitful  and  pi'oduce  was  plentiful, 
yet,  for  lack  of  good  markets,  and  on  account  of  the  nreagerness  of  the  cir- 
culating medium,  prices  were  very  low.  the  toil  and  sweat  of  the  husbandman 
being  little  rewarded,  and  the  taxes  and  payments  on  land  were  met  with  great 
difficulty.  Accordingly,  arrangements  were  made  for  the  appointment  of  in- 
spectors of  provisions,  who,  from  a conscientious  discharge  of  duty,  soon 
caused  the  Pmmsylvania  brands  of  best  ]>roduets  to  be  mnch  sought  for,  and 
to  command  ready  sale  at  highest  prices  in  the  West  Indies,  whither  most  of 
the  surplus  prorluco  was  exported.  A provision  was  also  made  for  the  issue  (;f 
a limited  amount  of  paper  money,  on  the  establishment  of  ample  securities, 
which  tended  to  raise  the  value  of  the  products  of  the  soil  and  of  manufact- 
ures, and  encourage  industry. 

By  the  repeated  notices  of  the  Governors  in  their  messages  to  the  Legis- 
lature previous  to  this  time,  it  is  evident  that  Indian  hostilities  had  for  some- 
time been  threatened.  The  Potomac  was  the  dividing  line  between  the 
Northern  and  Southern  Indians.  But  the  young  men  on  either  side,  when  out 
in  pursuit  of  gaine,  often  crossed  the  line  of  the  river  into  the  territory  of  the 
other,  when  fierce  altercations  ensued.  This  trouble  had  become  so 
violent  in  1719  as  to  threaten  a great  Indian  war,  in  which  the  pow- 
erful confederation,  known  as  the  Five  Nations,  would  take  a hand. 
To  avert  this  danger,  which  it  was  foreseen  would  inevitably  involve- 
the  defenseless  familos  upon  the  frontier,  and  perhaps  the  entire  colony, 
Gov.  Keith  determined  fo  use  his  be.st  exertions.  He  accordingly  made 
E toilsome  journey  in  the  spring  of  1721  to  confer  with  the  Governor  of 
Virginia  and  endeavor  to  employ  by  concert  of  action  such  means  as  would 
allay  further  cause  of  contoutiou.  His  policy  was  well  devised,  and  enlisted 
the  favor  of  the  Governor.  Soon  after  his  return,  he  summoned  a council  of 
Indian  Chieftains  to  m.eet  him  at  Conestoga,  a point  about  seventy  miles  west 
of  Philarlelphia.  He  went  in  consider’able  pomp,  attended  by  some  seventy 
or  eighty  horsemen,  gaily  caparisoned,  and  many  of  them  armed,  arriving 
about  noon,  on  the  4th  of  July,  not  then  a day  of  more  note  than  other  days. 
Pie  went  imriiediately  to  Capt.  Civility’s  cabin,  where  were  assembled  four 
deputies  of  the  Five  Nations  and  representatives  of  other  tribes.  The  Gov- 
ernor said  that  he  had  come  a long  distance  from  home  to  see  and  speak  to 
representatives  of  the  Five  Nations,  who  had  never  met  the  Governor  of  Penn- 
sylvania. P’hey  said  in  reply  that  they  had  heard  much  of  the  Governor,  and 
would  have  come  sooner  to  pay  him  their  respects,  but  that  the  wild  conduct  cf 
some  of  their  young  men  had  made  them  ashamed  to  show  their  faces.  In  the 
formal  meeting  in  the  morning,  Ghesaont,  chief  of  the  Senecas,  spoke  for  all 
the  PTvo  Nations.  He  said  that  they  now  felt  that  they  were  speaking  to  the 
same  effect  that  tlvey  would  were  William  Penn  before  them,  that  they  iiad  not 
forgotten  Penn,  nor  the  treaties  made  with  him,  aiid  the  good  advice  he  gave 
tboni;  that  though  they  could  not  write  as  do  the  English,  yet  they  could  keep 
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all  these  transactions  fresh  in  their  memories.  After  laying  down  a belt  of 
wampum  upon  the  table  as  if  by  vrey  of  emphasis,  he  began  again,  declaring 
that  “cdl  their  disorders  aro.se  frotn  the  use  of  rum  and  sti'ong  spirits,  which 
took  away  their  st-nse  and  memory,  that  (hey  had  no  such  liquors,”  and  desired 
that  no  more  ho  sent  among  tho;n.  Here  he  produced  a bundle  of  dressed 
skins,  L\v  which  ho  would  say'.  “ ymu  see  how  much  in  earnest  we  are  upon  this 
matter  of  furnishing  tiery  liquors  to  us.”  Then  he  proceeds,  declaring  that 
the  Five  NTations  remember  all  their  ancient  trcativ^s,  and  they  now  desire  that 
the  chain  of  friendship  may  be  made  so  strong  that  none  of  the  links  may 
ever  be  broken,  This  may  have  been  a bint  that  they  wautod  high-piled 
and  valuable  presents;  for  the  Quakers  had  made  a reputation  of  briglitening 
and  strengthening  tho  chain  of  friendship  by'  valuable  presents  which  had 
reached  so  far  away  as  the  Five  Nations.  Pie  then  produces  a bundle  of  raw 
skins,  and  observes  '■  that  a chain  may  contract  rust  with  laydug  and  become 
w'eaker;  wherefore,  be  desires  it  may'  now  be  so  well  cleaned  as  to  remain 
brighter  and  stronger  than  ever  it  was  before.”  Here  be  presents  another  par- 
cel of  skins,  and  continues,  “that  as  in  the  firmament,  all  clouds  and  dark- 
ness are  removed  from  the  face  of  the  sun,  so  they  desire  that  all  misander- 
standin.gs  may  be  fully  done  aw’ayq  so  that  when  they,  w'ho  are  now  hero,  shall 
be  dead  and  gone,  their  whole  people,  with  their  children  and  posterity',  may  en- 
joy the  clear  sunshine  w'ith  us  forever.”  Presenting  another  bundle  of  skins, 
he  says,  “that,  looking  upon  the  Governor  as  if  William  Penn  were  present, 
they  desire,  that,  in  case  any'  disorders  should  hereafter  happen  between  their 
young  people  and  ours,  we  would  not  bo  too  hasty'  in  resenting  any  such  acci- 
dent, until  their  Council  and  ours  can  have  some  opportunity' to  treat  amicably 
upon  it,  and  so  to  adjust  all  matters,  as  that  the  friendship  between  its  may’ 
still  be  inviolably  preserved.”  Here  he  produces  a small  parcel  of  dressed 
skins,  and  concludes  by  saying  “that  Ave  may  now  be  together  as  one  people, 
treating  one  another’s  children  kindly  and  affectionately,  that  they  are  fully 
empowered  to  speak  for  the  Five  Nations,  and  they  look  upon  the  Goverrior  as 
the  representative  of  the  Great  King  of  England,  and  thereforo  they  expect 
that  everything  norv  stipulated  will  be  made  absolutely  firm  and  good  on  both 
sides.”  And  now  he  presents  a different  style  of  prese7it  and  pulls  out  a 
bundle  of  bear  skins,  and  proceeds  to  put  in  an  item  of  complaint,  that  “ they 
get  too  little  for  their  skins  and  furs,  so  that  they  cannot  live  by'  hunting  ; 
they  desire  us,  therefore,  to  talce  com’passion  on  them,  and  contrive  some  way 
to  help  them  in  that  particular.  Thou  producing  a few  furs,  he  speaks  only" 
for  himself,  “to  acquaint  the  Governor,  that  the  Five  Nations  having  heard 
that  the  Governor  of  Virginia  wainted  to  spjeak  with  them,  he  himself,  with 
some  of  his  company  intended  to  proceed  to  Virginia,  but  do  not  know  the 
veay'  how  to  get  safe  thither.” 

To  this  formal  and  adroitly  conceived  speech  of  the  Seneca  chief.  Gov. 
Keith,  after  having  brought  in  the  present  of  stroud  match  coats,  gunpowder, 
load,  biscuit,  pijjes  and  tobacco,  adjourned  the  council  till  the  following  day, 
w'hen,  being  assembled  at  Conestoga,  he  answ'ered  at  length  the  items  of  the 
chieftain’s  speech.  His  most  earnest  appeal,  however,  was  made  in  favor  of 
peace.  “I  have  peiwaaded  all  my'  [Indian]  brethren,  in  these  parts,  to  con- 
sider what  is  for  their  good,  and  not  to  go  out  any'  more  to  war  ; bur  your 
young  men  [Five  Nations]  as  they  come  this  way,  endeavor  to  force  them  ; 
and,  because  they' incline  to  the  counsels  of  peace,  and  ihe  good  advice  of  their 
true  friends,  your  people  use  them  ill,  and  often  prevail  with  them  to  go  out 
t(A  their  own  destruction.  Thus  it  was  that  their  town  of  Conestoga  lost  their 
good  king  not  long  ago.  Their  young  children  are  left  without  parents  ; 
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their  wivei^  vrithont  husbands  ; tlio  old  men,  contrary  to  the  course  of  natui-e, 
niouni  the  death  of  their  younr^  : the  people  decay  and  grow  weak  ; we  lose 
our  dear  friends  and  are  afflicted.  Surely  you  cannot  propose  to  get  either 
riches,  or  possessions,  by  going  thus  out  to  vrar  ; for  when  you  kill  a deer,  you 
have  the  tiesli  to  eat,  and  the  skin  to  sell  ; but  when  you  return  from  war,  you 
bring  nothing  home,  but  the  sc.alp  of  a dead  man,  who  perhaps  was  husband 
to  a kind  wife,  and  father  to  tender  children,  who  never  wronged  you,  though, 
by  losing  him,  you  have  robbed  them  of  their  help  and  protection,  and  at  the 
same  time  got  nothing  l\v  it.  If  I were  not  your  friend,  I would  not  take  the 
trouble  to  say  all  these  things  to  you.”  When  the  Governor  had  concluded 
his  address,  he  called  the  Senaca  chieftain  (Ghesaont)  to  him,  and  presented  a 
gold  coronation  modal  of  King  George  I,  which  he  requested  should  bo  taken 
to  the  monarch  of  the  Five  Nations,  “ Kannygooah,”  to  be  laid  up  and  kept  a.s 
a token  to  our  children’s  children,  that  an  entire  and  lasting  friendship  is  now 
established  forever  between  the  English  in  t'uis  country  and  the  great  Five 
Nations.”  Upon  the  return  of  the  Governor,  he  was  met  at  the  upper  ferry  of 
the  Schuylkill,  by  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  the  city,  with  about  two  hun- 
dred horse,  and  conducted  through  the  streets  after  the  manner  of  a conqueror 
of  old  returning  from  the  scenes  of  his  triumphs. 

Gov.  Keith  gave  diligent  study  to  the  subject  of  finance,  regulating  the 
currency  in  such  a way  that  the  planter  should  liave  it  in  his  power  to  dis- 
charge promptly  his  indebtedness  to  the  merchant,  that  their  mutual  interests 
might  thus  be  subserved.  He  even  proposed  to  establish  a considerable  settle- 
ment on  his  own  account  in  the  colony,  in  order  to  cairy  on  manufactures,  and 
thus  consume  the  grain,  of  which  there  was  at  this  time  abundance,  and  no 
profitable  market  abroad. 

In  the  spring  of  1722,  an  Indian  was  barbarously  mui'derod  within  the 
limits  of  the  colony,  which  gave  the  Governor  great  concern.  After  having 
cautioned  red  men  so  strongly  about  keeping  the  peace,  ho  felt  that  the  honor 
of  himself  and  all  his  people  was  compromised  by  this  vile  act.  He  immedi- 
ately commissioned  James  Logan  and  John  French  to  go  to  the  scene  of  the 
murder  above  Conestoga,  and  inquire  into  the  facts  of  the  case,  quickly  appre- 
hended the  supposed  murderers,  sent  a fast  Indian  runner  (Satcbeecho),  to 
acquaint  the  Five  Nations  with  his  sorrow  for  the  act,  and  of  his  determination 
to  bring  the  guilty  parties  to  justice,  and  himself  set  out  with  three  of  his 
Council  (Hill,  Norris  and  Hamilton),  for  Albany,  where  he  had  been  invited 
by  the  Indians  for  a conference  with  the  Governors  of  all  the  colonies,  and 
whore  he  met  the  chiefs  of  the  Five  Nations,  and  treated  with  them  upon  the 
subject  of  the  murder,  besides  making  presents  to  the  Indians.  It  was  on  this 
occasion  that  the  grand  sachem  of  this  great  confederacy  made  that  noble, 
and  generous,  and  touching  response,  so  different  from  the  spirit  of  revenge 
generally  attributed  to  the  Indian  character.  It  is  a notable  e-vamplo  of  love 
that  begets  love,  and  of  the  mild  answer  that  turneth  away  wrath.  He  said  : 
“ The  great  king  of  the  Five  Nations  is  sony  for  the  death  of  the  Indian 
that  was  killed,  for  he  was  of  his  own  flesh  and  blood.  He  believes  that  the 
Governor  is  also  sony  ; but,  now  that  it  is  done,  there  is  no  help  for  it,  and 
he  desires  that  Cartlidge  [the  murderer]  may  not  be  put  to  death,  nor  that  ho 
should  be  spared  for  a timo,  and  after  war’d  executed  ; one  life  is  enough  to  be 
lost ; there  should  not  two  die.  The  King’s  heart  is  good  to  the  Governor  a’ud 
all  the  English.” 

Though  Gov.  Keith,  during  the  early  part  of  his  terra,  pursued  a pacific 
policy,  yet  the  interminable  quarrels  which  had  been  kept  up  between  the  As- 
sembly and  Council  during  previous  administrations,  at  length  broke  out  with 
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more  viralence  than  over,  and  lie  v/lio  in  the  first  flash  of  power  had  declared 
“That  he  should  i>as3  no  laws,  nor  transact  anything  of  momeut  relating  to 
the  piihlic  alTair  . w'tiiout  the  ad i ice  and  approbation  Of  the  Council,”  took  it 
upon  himself  fimiily  to  act  independently  of  the  Council,  and  oven  went  ,so 
far  as  to  dismiss  tlie  ablo  and  trusted  representative  of  the  proprietary  inter- 
ests, O'ames  Logan,  President  of  the  Council  and  Secretary  of  the  Province, 
from  the  duties  of  his  high  office;  and  even  refused  the  request  ot  Hannah 
Penn,  the  real  Cc'.'ernor  of  tlie  province,  to  re-instato  him.  This  unwarranta- 
ble conduct  cost  him  his  dismissal  from  oince  in  July,  1720.  dVli}'  ho  should 
have  assumed  so  headstrong  and  unwarrantablo  a course,  who  had  pwomiscd  at 
the  first  so  mild  and  considerate  a policy,  it  is  difficult  to  understand,  unless  it 
lie  the  fact  that  he  found  that  the  Council  was  Irlocking,  by  its  obstinacy, 
wholesome  legislaf ion,  ivhich  he  considered  of  vital  importance  to  the  pros- 
perity of  the  colony,  and  if,  as  he  fdleites,  he  found  that  the  now  constitution 
only  gave  the  Coitucil  advisoiy  and  not  a voice  in  oxeeutive  power. 

The  administration  of  Gov.  Iseith  wii.s  eminently  succe-s.sful,  as  he  did  not 
hesitate  to  grapple  with  important  questions  of  judicature,  linauco,  trade, 
commerce,  and  the  many  vexing  relations  w'ith  the  native  tribes,  and  right 
manfully,  and  judiciously  did  he  elTect  thedr  solution,  It  was  at  a time  when 
the  colony  was  tilling  up  rapidly,  and  the  laws  and  regulations  wmich  had  been 
found  ample  for  the  management  of  a few  hundred  familic.s  struggling  .for  a 
foothold  in  the  forest,  and  when  the  only  traffic  was  a few  skins,  were  entirely 
inadequate  for  securing  protection  and  prosperity  to  a seething  and  jostling 
popubition  intent  on  trade  and  coraraerce,  and  the  conflicting  interests  which 
reeprired  wise  legislation  and  prudent  management.  No  colony  on  the  Ameri- 
can coast  made  such  progress  in  numbers  and  irapiovoment  as  did  Pejiusylvania 
during  the  nine  years  in  which  'William  Keith  exorcised  the  Gubernatorial 
office.  Though  not  himself  a Quaker,  he  had  secured  the  passage  of  an  act  of 
Assembly,  and  its  royal  aihrmatiou  for  allo\ving  th.9  members  of  the  Q.uaker 
sect  to  wear  their  hats  in  court,  and  give  tostimom  under  affirmation  instead 
of  oath,  which  in  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Anno  -bad  been  with- 
held from  them.  After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office,  ho  was  immedi- 
ately elected  a member  of  the  Assembly,  and  was  intent  on  being  elected 
Speaker,  “ and  had  his  support  out -dooia  in  a cavalcade  of  eighty  mounted 
horsemen  and  the  resonuding  of  juany  guns  tired;”  yet  itavid  Lloyd  was 
elected  wuth  only  three  dissenting  voices,  the  out- door  business  Laving  perhaps 
been  overdone. 

Ppon  the  recommendation  of  Springett  Penn,  who  was  now  the  prospective 
heir  to  Penusyl  vani.a,  Patrick  Gordon  was  appointed  and  confirmed  .Lieutenant 
Governor  in  place  of  Keith,  and  arrived  in  the  colony  and  assumed  authority 
in  July,  172b.  He  had  served  ii.i  the  army,  and  in  his  tirst  address  to  the 
Assembly,  which  he  met  in  August,  ho  said  that  as  he  had  been  a soldier,  he 
knew  nothing  of  the  crooked  ways  of  professed  politicians,  and  must  rely  on  a 
straightforward  manner  of  transacting  the  dutic.s  devolving  upon  him.  George 
I died  in  June,  1727,  and  the  Assembly  at  its  meeting  in  October  prepared 
and  forwarded  a congratulatoi’y  address  to  bis  successor,  George  II.  By  the 
decision  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  in  1727,  Hannah  Penn’s  authority  over  the 
colony  was  at  an  end,  the  proprietary  interests  having  descended  to  John, 
Kichard  and  Thomas  Penn,  the  only  surviving  sous  of  7\'il]iam  Penn,  Sr. 
This  ]>eriod,  from  the  death  of  Penn  in  1718  to  1727,  one  of  the  most  pros- 
perous in  the  history  of  the  colony,  was  familiarly  known  as  tho  “Reign  of 
ilaunah  and  the  Boys.” 

Gov.  Gordon  found  the  Indian  troubles  claiming  a considerable  part  of  his 
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attention.  In  172S,  worthless  bands,  who  had  strayed  away  from  their  ]:>roper 
tribes,  incited  by  strong  drink,  had  become  im)ilicated  in  disgraceful  broils,  in 
wliich  several  were  killed  and  wounded.  The  guilty  parties  were  apprehended, 
but  it  ^Yas  found  dilScult  to  punish  Indian  offenders  without  iucurring  the 
wrath  of  their  relativos.  Treaties  wore  frecpiently  renewed,  on  which  occa- 
sions the  chiefs  exprx;ted  that  the  chain  of  friendship  would  bo  polished  “ with 
English  blankets,  broadcloths  and  metals.’''  The  Indians  found  that  this 
“brightening  the  chain”  was  a profitable  business,  which  some  have  been  un- 
charitable enough  to  believe  was  the  moving  cause  of  many  of  the  Indian  difll- 
eulties. 

As  early  as  1732,  the  French,  v7ho  were  claiming  all  the  territory  dr.ained 
by  the  Mississippi  and  its  tributaries,  on  the  ground  of  priority  of  discovery 
of  its  mouth  and  e.vploration  of  its  channel,  commenced  erecting  trading  posts 
in  Pennsylvania,  along  the  Ailoghouy  and  Ohio  Rivers,  and  invited  the  Indians 
living  on  these  streams  to  a council  for  cencluding  treaties  with  them  at  Mon- 
treal, Canada.  To  neuRalize  the  influence  of  the  French,  these  Indians  were 
summoned  to  meet  in  council  at  P'niladelphia,  to  renev/  treaties  of  friendship, 
and  they  were  invited  to  remove  farther  east.  But  this  tliey  were  unwill- 
ing to  do.  A treaty  was  also  coocluded  with  the  Six  Nations,  in  w-hich  they 
pledged  lasting  friendship  for  the  English. 

Hannah  Penn  died  in  1733,  when  the  Assembly,  supposing  that  the  pro- 
prietary povrer  was  still  in  her  hands,  refused  to  recognize  the  power  of  Gov.  Gor- 
don. 1‘ut  the  th.ree  sons,  to  whom  the  proprietary  possessions  had  descended, 
in  1727,  upon  the  decision  of  the  Chancery  case,  joined  in  issuing  a new  com- 
mission to  Gordon.  In  approving  this  commission  the  King  directed  a clause 
to  be  inserted,  expressly  reserving  to  himself  the  government  of  the  lower 
counties.  This  act  of  the  King  was  the  beginning  of  those  series  of  encroach- 
meuts  which  finally  culminated  in  the  independence  of  the  States  of  Amoric?,. 
The  Judiciary  act  of  1727  was  annulled,  and  this  was  followed  by  air  atrj'iapt 
to  pass  an  act  requiring  the  laws  of  all  the  colonies  to  be  submitted  to  the 
Crown  for  approval  before  they  should  become  valid,  and  that  a copy  of  all 
laws  previously  enacted  should  be  submitted  for  approval  or  veto.  The  agent' 
of  the  Assembly,  Mr.  Paris,  with  the  agents  of  other  colonies,  made  so  vigor- 
ous a defense,  that  action  was  for  the  tim.e  stayed. 

In  1732,  Thomas  Penn,  the  youngest  son,  and  two  years  later,  John  Penn, 
the  eldest,  and  the  only  American  born,  arrived  in  the  Province,  and  were  re- 
ceived v\dth  every  mark  of  respect  and  satisfaction.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of 
the  latter,  news  w^as  brought  that  Lord  Baltimore  bad  made  application  to  have 
tlie  Provinces  transferred  to  his  colony.  A vigorous  protest  was  made  against 
this  by  Quakers  in  England,  headed  by  Richard  Penn;  but  lest  this  protest 
might  prove  ineffectual,  John  Penn  very  soon  went  to  England  to  defend  the 
proprietary  rights  at  court,  and  never  again  returned,  he  having  died  a bach- 
elor in  1740.  In  August,  1730,  Gov.  Gordon  died,  deeply  lamented,  as  an 
honest,  upright  and  straightforward  executive,  a character  which  he  expressed 
the  hope  he  would  be  able  to  maintain  when  he  assumed  authority.  His  term 
had  been  one  of  prosperity,  and  the  colony  had  grown  rapidly  in  numbers, 
trade,  commerce  and  manufactui-es,  ship-building  especially  having  assumed  ex- 
tensive proportions. 

James  Logan  was  President  of  the  Council  and  in  effect  Governor,  during 
the  two  years  which  elapsed  between  the  death  of  Gordon  and  the  arrival  of 
his  successor.  The  Legislature  mot  regularly,  but  no  laws  were  passed  Cor 
lack  of  an  executive.  It  was  during  this  period  that  serious  trouble  broke  out 
near  the  Maryland  border,  west  of  the  Sfisquehanna,  then  Lancaster,  now 
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1'ork  County.  A imraber  of  .settiors,  in  order  to  evade  the  payment  of  tasee, 
bad  secured  titles  to  tlieir  land.?  from  Maryland,  and  afterward  sought  to  be 
reinstated  in  their  riglits  under  I'enusylvania  authority,  and  jdead  protection 
from  the  latter.  I’hc  KherilT  of  the  adjoining  Maryland  County,  with  300 
followers,  advanced  to  drive  these  .sidtlors  frouj  their  homes.  On  hearing  of 
this  movement,  Samuel  .Smith,  Sheriff  of  Lancaster  Count}-,  •■.•ith  a hastily  eum- 
moned  pos.-e,  advanced  to  p’otcct  the  citizens  in  their  rights,  ^yithont  a con- 
bict,an  agreement  was  entered  into  by  both  parties  to  retire.  Soon  afterward, 
however,  a band  of  fifty  Marylanders  again  entered  the  State  with  the  design 
of  driving  out  the  settlers  and  each  securing  for  himself  200  acres  of  land. 
They  were  led  by  one  Cressap.  The  settlers  made  resistance,  and  in  an  en- 
counter, one  of  them  by  the  name  of  Know'los  was  killed.  The  Sheriff  of 
Lancaster  again  advanced  with  a posse,  and  in  a skirmish  w'hich  ensued  ono 
of  the  invaders  was  killed,  and  the  leader  Olressap  was  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner.  The  Governor  of  ^Maryland  sent  a commission  to  Philadelphia  to 
dem.and  the  release  of  the  prisoner.  Not  succeeding  in  this,  he  seized  four  of 
tlie  settlers  and  incarcerated  them  in  the  jail  at  Baltimore.  Still  determined 
to  effect  their  purpose,  a party  of  Marylanders,  under  the  leader.ship  of  one 
Higginbotham,  advanced  into  Pennsylvania  and  began  a warfare  upon  the 
settlers.  Again  the  Sheriff  of  Lancasto’  appeared  upon  the  scene,  and  drove 
out  the  invaders.  So  stubbornly  were  these  invasions  pushed  and  re.sented 
that  the  season  passed  without  ])lanting  or  securing  the  u.sual  crops.  Finally 
a part;,  of  sixteen  hlarylandc-rs,  led  by  Bichard  Lowde.n,  broke  into  the  I.an- 
caster  jail  and  liberated  the  Maryland  prrisoners.  Learning  of  these  disturb- 
ances, the  King  in  Council  issued  an  order  restraining  both  parties  from  fiu'- 
thor  acts  of  violence,  and  afterward  adopjted  a p>lan  of  settlement  of  the  vexed 
boundary  Cjuestion. 

Though  not  legally  Governor,  Logan  managed  the  affairs  of  the  colony 
with  great  prudence  and  judgment,  as  he  had  done  and  continued  to  do  for  a 
period  of  nearly  a half  century.  He  w’as  a scholar  well  versed  in  the  ancient 
languages  and  the  sciences,  and  pmblished  several  learned  works  in  the  Latin 
tongire.  His  Exj:)crimenia  Meletemata  de  planiarum  generatiojie,  va’itten  in 
Latin,  was  published  at  Leyden  in  1739,  and  afterward,  in  17-17,  republished 
in  London,  with  an  English  version  on  the  opposite  page  by  Dr.  J.  Fothorgill. 
Another  work  of  his  in  Latin  was  also  jmblishedat  Leyden,  entitled,  Canonum 
pro  inveniendis  refractionum,  turn  simplicium  turn  in  leniihiLS  daplicum  focis, 
demonstrationis  gcometricae.  After  retiring  from  public  business,  he  lived  at 
his  country  seat  at  Stenton,  near  Germantown,  where  he  spent  his  time  among 
his  books  and  in  correspond'  nee  wdth  the  litera,ti  of  Europe.  In  his  old  age 
ho  made  an  English  translation  of  Cicero’s  De  Seneefute,  which  was  printed  at 
Philadelphia  in  1744  with  a preface  by  Benjamin  Franklin,  then  rising  into 
notice.  Logan  was  a Quaker,  of  Scotch  descent,  though  born  in  Ireland,  and 
came  to  America  in  the  ship  with  'William  Penn,  in  his  second  visit  in  1699, 
when,  about  twenty-five  years  old,  and  died  at  seventy- seven.  He  had  held  the 
offices  of  Chief  Commissioner  of  property,  Agent  for  tho  pnuchaso  and  sale  of 
lands,  Receiver  General,  Member  of  Cottucil,  President  of  Council  and  Chief 
Justice.  He  was  tire  Confideulial  Agent  of  J'eun,  having  charge  of  all  his  vast 
estates,  niaking  sales  of  lands,  executing  conveyances,  and  making  collectioras. 
.Amidst  all  the  great  cares  of  business  so  pressing  as  to  make  him  exclaim,  “I 
know  not  what  any  of  the  comforts  of  life  are,’’  he  found  time  to  devototo  the 
delight.s  of  learning,  and  collected  a large  library  of  stand.ard  works,  which  he 
bequeathed,  at  bis  death,  to  the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  known  as  the 
Loganian  Library. 
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George  Thomas,  a planter  from  the  West  Indies,  was  appointed  Governor 
in  1737,  but  did  not  raTive  in  th’^  colony  till  the  following  year.  His  first  cai’e 
vras  to  settle  the  disorders  in  the  Cuinhorlaml  Valley,  and  it  wa.s  finally  agreed 
that  settlers  from  either  colony  should  owe  allegiance  to  the  Governor  of  that 
colony  v.'herever  settled,  until  (lie  division  line  which  liad  Injon  provided  for 
was  surveyed  and  marked.  War  was  declared  on  the  23d  of  -October,  1739, 
between  Great  Britain  and  Spain.  Seeing  that  hia  colony  was  liablo  to  be 
encroached  upon  by  the  enemies  of  his  government,  he  endeavored  to  organ- 
ize the  militia,  but  the  majority  of  the  Assembly  was  of  the  poaco  element,  and 
it  could  not  bo  induced  to  vote  money.  Finally  he  was  ordered  by  the  home 
government  to  call  for  volunteers,  and  eight  companies  vrero  quickly  formed, 
and  sent  down  for  the  coast  defense.  Many  of  these  proved  to  be  servant.s  for 
vs’hom  pay  was  demanded  and  finally  obtained.  In  1740,  the  great  evangelist, 
IVhitefield,  visited  the  colony,  and  created  a deep  religious  interest  among  all 
denominations.  In  his  first  intercourse  with  the  Assembly,  Gov.  Thomas  en- 
deavored to  coerce  it  to  his  views.  But  a more  stubborn  sot  of  men  never  met 
in  a deliberative  body  than  were  gathered  in  this  Assembly  at  this  time. 
Finding  that  he  could  not  compel  action  to  hi.s  mind,  he  yielded  and  con- 
sulted their  views  aud  decisions.  The  Assembly,  not  to  be  outdone  in  mag- 
nanimity. voted,  him  £1,500  arrearage.s  of  salary,  which  had  been  withlield  be- 
cause he  would  not  approve  their  legislation,  asserting  that  public  acts  should 
take  precedence  of  appropriations  for  their  own  pay.  In  March,  1744,  war 
V, as  decl'i'red  between  Great  Britain  and  France.  Volunteers  were  called 
for,  and  10.000  men  were  rapidly  c.nlisted  and  armed  at  their  own  expense. 
Franklin,  recognizing  the  defenseless  condition  of  the  colony,  issued  a pamph- 
let entitled  Plain  Truth,  in  which  he  cogently  urged  the  necessity  of  organ- 
ized preparation  for  defense.  Franklin  was  elected  Colonel  of  one  of  the 
regiments,  but  resigned  in  favor  of  Alderman  Lawrence.  On  the  5tb.  of  May, 
1747,  the  Governor  communicated  intelligence  of  the  death  of  John  Penn,  the 
eldest  of  the  proprietor’s,  to  the  Assembly,  and  his  own  intention  to  retire  from 
the  duties  of  his  oQice  on  account  of  decii.ning  health. 

Anthony  Palmer  was  President  of  the  Council  at  the  time  of  the  with- 
drawal of  Gordon,  and  became  the  Acting  Governor.  The  peace  ];arty  in  the  As- 
sembly held  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  crown  of  England  tojirotect  the  colony, 
and  that  for  the  colouy  to  call  out  volunteers  and  become  responsiblo  for  their 
payment  was  burdening  the  people  with  an  expense  which  did  not  belong  to 
them,  and  which  the  o'own  v/as  willing  to  a.ssume.  The  French  were  now 
deeply  intent  on  securing  firm  possession  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  the  en- 
tire basin,  even  to  the  summits  of  the  Alleghaiiica  in  Pennsylvania,  and  were 
busy  e.stablishing  trading  posts  along  the  Ohio  and  Allegheny  Pivers.  They 
employed  the  most  artful  means  to  win  the  simple  native.s  to  their  intere,sts, 
giving  .showy  presents  and  laboring  to  convince  them  of  their  great  value. 
Pennsylvania  liad  won  a reputation  among  the  Indians  of  making  presents  of 
substantial  worth.  Not  knov  ing  the  difference  between  steel  and  iron,  the 
French  distributed  immense  numbers  of  worthless  iron  hatchets,  wFich  the 
natives  supposed  were  the  equal  of  the  best  English  steel  axes.  The  Indians, 
however,  soon  came  to  distinguish  between  tlio  good  and  the  valueless.  Un- 
derstanding the  Pennsylvania  methods  of  securing  peace  and  friendship,  the 
the  natives  became  very  artful  in  ilrawing  out  “well  piled  up”  presents.  The 
government  at  this  time  was  alive  to  tlio  dangers  which  threatened  from  the 
insinuating  methoPs  of  the  French.  A trusty  me.ssonger,  Conrad  Woisor,  was 
sent  among  the  Indians  in  the  western  part  of  the  province  to  observe  the 
plans  of  the  French,  ascertain  the  temper  of  the  natives,  and  especially  to 
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Tna^nify  the  power  of  the  English,  and  the  disposition  of  rennsylvanla  to  give 
great  presents.  This  latter  policy  had  the  desired  eflect,  aird  worthless  and 
wandering  bands,  which  had  no  right  to  speak  for  the  tribe,  came  teeming  in, 
desirous  Oii  scouring  the  chain  of  friendship,  intimating  that  the  French  ■were 
mahiog  great  oh'ers,  in  order  to  induce  the  government  to  large  liberality, 
until  this  “ brighteuing  the  chain,’'  became  an  intolerable  nuisance.  At  a sin- 
gle council  held  at  Albany,  in  17-17,  Pennsylvania  distributed  goods  to  the 
value  of  .£d,000,  and  of  such  a character  as  should  bo  most  serviceable  to  the 
recipients,  not  worthless  gcw-gaws,  but  such  as  would  contribute  to  their  last- 
ing comfort  and  well  being,  a protection  to  the  person  against  the  bitter  frosts 
of  wdnter,  and  sustenance  that  sliould  minister  to  the  steady  wards  of  the 
body  and  alleviation  of  pain  in  time  of  sickness.  The  treaty  of  Ais-la-Cha- 
pelle,  which  was  conchided  on  the  1st  cE  October,  1748,  secured  peace  between 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  should  have  put  an  end  to  all  hostile  encoun- 
ters between  their  representatives  on  the  American  continent.  Palmer  re- 
mained at  the  head  of  the  goverjirnent  for  a little  more  than  two  years.  He 
was  a retired  merchant  fiom  the  Wcsr  Indies,  a man  of  wealth,  and  Iiad  come 
into  the  colony  in  170S.  He  lived  in  a style  suited  to  a gentleman,  kept  a 
coach  and  a pleasure  barge. 

On  the  2od  of  Aovember,  1748,  James  Hamilton  arrived  in  the  colony  from 
England,  bearijrg  the  commission  of  Lieutenant  Governor.  Ho  was  born  in 
America,  son  of  Andrew  Hamilton,  who  had  for  many  years  been  S]:)eaker  of 
the  A ssembly.  The  Indians  west  of  the  Susquehanna  had  complained  ihat  set- 
Llers  had  come  upon  their  best  lands,  and  were  acquiring  titles  to  them,  where- 
as the  proprietors  had  never  jmrehased  these  lands  of  them,  and  had  no  claim 
to  them.  The  tirst  care  of  Hamilton  was  to  settle  these  disputes,  and  allay  the 
ri.siug  excitement  of  the  natives.  Richard  Peters,  Secretary  of  the  colony,  a 
man  of  great  prudence  and  ability,  was  sent  in  company  with  the  Indian  in- 
terpreter, Conrad  Weiser,  to  remove  the  intruders.  It  -was  lirmly  and  fear- 
lessly done,  the  settlers  giving  up  their  tracts  and  the  cabins  which  they  had 
built,  and  accepting  hinds  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  The  hardship  was  in 
many  eases  great,  but  when  they  were  in  actual  need,  the  Secretary  gave 
money  and  placed  them  upon  lands  of  his  own,  having  secured  a tract  of 
2,000,000  of  acres. 

But  these  troubles  were  of  small  consequence  compared  with  those  that 
were  threatening  from  the  West.  Though  the  treaty  of  Ais  was  supposed  to 
have  settled  all  difficulties  between  the  two  courts,  the  French  were  determined 
to  occupy  the  whole  territory  drained  by  the  Alississippi,  which  they  claimed 
by  priority  of  discovery  by  LaSalle.  The  British  A mb  =issador  at  Paris  entered 
complaints  before  the  Frein  h Court  that  encroachments  wore  being  made  by 
the  French  upon  English  soil  in  America,  which  were  politely  heard,  and 
promises  made  of  restraining  the  French  in  Canada  from  encroaching  upon 
English  territory.  Formal  orders  were  sent  out  from  the  homo  government  to 
this  effect;  but  at  the  same  time  secret  intimations  were  conveyed  to  them  that 
their  conduct  in  endeavoring  to  secure  and  hold  the  territory  in  dispute  wa.s 
not  displeasing  to  the  government,  and  that  disobedience  of  these  orders  would 
not  incur  its  displeasure.  The  French  deemed  it  nece.ssary,  in  order  to  estab- 
lish a legal  claim  to  the  country,  to  take  formal  possession  of  it.  Accordingly, 
the  Marquis  de  la  Galissoniere,  ■^'ho  was  at  this  time  Governor  General  of 
Canada,  dispatched  Capt  Bienville  de  Cideron  with  a party  of  215  French  and 
tifty-tivo  Indians,  to  publicly  proclaim  possession,  and  bury  at  prominent 
points  plates  of  lead  bearing  inseri])tious  declaring  occupaticn  in  the  name  of 
the  French  King.  Celeron  started  on  the  15th  of  June,  174'J,  from  La  Chine, 


'A;, 


tj 


' f 


E>'^'. 


■ ' ovh  O*  >-*1  w>q  «<(| 

■*frt«r  -v?»l4ho#  itim'^y9y^  U/^timh 

^iu  odj/lMi.*«l[ 

■■  «»44si<>3' ^.o  ;' --i 

■ .ft.  „.li  /i«>’«ii^iti,f/>»  fuyu  'i.i-l r.'iv/  in 


I -jii#^^5iitf^j-  .,-0mr{ '3®  i.Kviy«,t  f.  _ V . 


■■'(^i'3ott 


.a  , ioit ui  .wy  -'■—■~rr'"-’-’  I, ' ■ . . ■ ■ ■ , ■ , ' “Ky 

■'  ':msm 

Vfs^  f^w4s^pS’ ':  oilt  .i£«^i4s‘si  R«a^  ■^ttSdtt  ' . 

, • ft 5iiri.tu<|  ,a7«o 

■tiwftfm'i'liwfe  wW'il&aes’i 

^ ■' . I - '4..’*.  r.^_^  s.w.  ,1 1 ^'^'1  ..Vw  *rv ' >«i  4'ft  *^w  f ' ^a-a#ft * '^d4fSif Oir  ’ 


••■■  '■  f.'  :.  !•  ' A ft  1 ..  . :.'k\  J ■.  .iAV.jRff. .,  ,‘1^  llApSftf/ 


Lrt;.' 


■i  jt)Wi|o:.-gf  fi*  *“" 


ui.  tikiit'  .two*.  ‘^-Utthn.  m ^ ' 


,y'/“':>''y't'.'!'‘.'.,  ij  ’ 


.--  ;.,, .--fiTJ ' ■'■'X-  ' ■ ■ • , 'sa' 

=■“  JblaiCfl!^  '9 

,i^'!*'^i)!W  -fl'4  4 


f00^hs  ..  ,, 


' to  m40i(>di:: 


0)»io4iy  .,.K. 


86 


IILSTORV  OF  rENJvSVLVANIA. 


following  tliG  southern  shores  of  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie,  until  he  reached  a 
point  opposite  Lake  Ciiautauqua,  whcro  the  boats  were  drawn  up  nnd  were  taken 
bodily  over  the  divi.'iiacT  ridge,  a distance  of  ten  niiles,  with  all  tiio  impedimenta 
of  the  espedition,  tiie  'pioneers  h.:o  in^-  first  opened  a road.  Following  on  clown 
the  litke  and  the  Conewango  Creek,  (hey  arrived  at  Warren  neartlio  confluence 
of  the  creek  with  the  Allegheny  Fiver.  -Jicre  the  linst  plate  was  buried. 
These  plates  were  eleven  inches  long,  seven  and  ,a  half  wide,  and  one-eighth 
of  an  inch  thick.  The.inscri]>tioa  was  in  French,  and  in  the  following  terms, 
as  fairly  tramslated  into  English;  “In  the  year  ITIO,  of  tho  reign  of  Lcmis 
Xnk  King  of  .Franco,  Wo  Celeron,  commander  of  a detachment  sent  by 
Monsieur  the  Marquis  da  la  Galissouiere,  Governor  General  of  Now  France, 
to  re-establish  Irauquiliity  in  some  Indian  villages  of  these  cantons,  have 
buried  this  plate  of  lead  at  the  confluence  of  the  Ohio  with  the  Chautauqua, 
this  20th  day  of  July,  near  the  River  Ohio,  otherwise  Belle  Riviere,  ns  a mon- 
ument of  the  renewal  of  the  posse.ssion  we  have  taken  of  thenaid  Bivor  Ohio, 
and  of  all  those  which  empty  into  it,  and  of  ail  the  lands  on  l)oih  sides  as  far 
as  the  sources  of  the  said  river,  ns  enjoyed  or  ought  to  have  l^een  enjoyed  by 
the  King  of  France  preceding,  and  as  they  have  there  maintained  themselves 
by  aims  and  by  treaties,  especially  those  of  Ryswick,  Utrecht  and  Ais-la- 
Chapelle.”  The  burying  of  tbis  plate  was  attended  with  much  form  and  cer- 
emony. All  the  men  and  olilcers  of  the  expedition  were  drawn  up  i'u  battle 
array,  when  the  Commander,  Celeron,  proclaimed  in  a loud  voice,  *'  Vivo  le 
Roi,'’  and  declared  that  possession  of  the  country  was  now  taken  in  the  name 
of  the  King.  A plate  on  which  was  inscribed  the  arms  of  France  was  aihxed 
to  the  nearest  tree. 

The  same  formality  was  observed  in  planting  each  or  the  other  plates,  the 
second  at  the  rock  known  as  the  ‘'Indian  God,”  on  which  are  ancient  and  un- 
known inscriptions,  a few  miles  lielow  Franklin,  a third  at  the  mouth  of 
Wheeling  Creek;  a fourth  at  the  mouth  of  tho  Muskingum;  afifihat  tho  mouth 
of  tho  Great  Ivanawha,  and  the  sixth  and  last  at  the  mouth  of  the  Great  Miami, 
Toilsomely  ascending  the  Miami  to  its  head-waters,  the  party  burned  their 
canoes,  and  obtained  ponies  for  tlie  march  across  the  portage  to  the  head-waters 
of  the  Maumee,  down  which  and  by  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario  they  returned 
to  Fort  Frontenac,  arriving  on  the  6th  of  November.  It  appeal's  that  tho  In- 
dians through  whose  territory  drey  passed  viewed  this  planting  of  plates  with 
great  suspicion.  By  some  means  they  got  jiossession  of  one  of  them,  gener- 
ally supposed  to  .have  been  stolen  from  the  party  at  the  very  commencement  of 
their  journey  from  the  mouth  of  tho  Chautau<|ua  Creek. 

Mr.  O.  li.  Marshall,  in  an  excellent  monograph  upon  this  expedition,  made 
up  from  the  original  manuscript  journal  of  (deleron  and  the  diary  of  Father 
Bonnecamps,  found  in  the  Department  do  la  Marino,  in  Paris,  gives  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  this  stolen  ])late; 

“The  first  of  the  leaden  ])Iates  was  brought  to  tho  attention  of  the  public 
by  Gov.  George  Clinton  to  tho  Lords  of  Trade  in  London,  dated  hfew  York, 
Doceniber  19,  1750,  in  which  he  states  that  be  would  send  to  their  Lordships 
in  two  or  throe  weeks  a plate  of  lead  full  of  writing,  which  some  of  the  upper 
nations  of  Indiams  stole  from  Jean  Coeur,  the  French  iuterpreier  at  Niagara, 
on  hia  way  to  tho  River  Ohio,  which  river,  and  all  the  lands  thereabouts,  the 
French  claim,  as  will  appear  by  said  writing.  He  further  states  ‘that  the  lead 
plate  gave  the  I'udians  so  much  uneasiness  that  they  immediately  dis[)atched 
some  of  the  Cayuga  chiefs  to  him  with  it,  saying  that  their  only  reliance  was 
on  him,  and  earneaUy  Ixjgged  he  would  communicate  the  contents  to  them, 
which  ho  had  done,  much  to  tbeir  satisfaction  and  the  interests  of  tho  English.’ 
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Tho  Governor  concludes  by  saying  that  ‘ the  contents  of  (he  plate  may  be  of 
great  importance  iir  clearing  u]>  the  encroaciimeuts  which  the  h’rench  have 
made  on  the  British  Fiupire  in  America.’  The  plate  was  do-livertA  to  Colonel, 
aftevv."srd  Sir  Vrillic.ru  Johnson,  on  the  4th  of  December,  17o0,  at  his  resi- 
dence on  the  Mohawl:,  by  a Cayuga  sachem,  who  accompranied  it  by  the  foilow- 
ing  speech: 

“ ‘ Brother  Corlc.ar  and  "War-ragb-i-ya-ghey!  I am  sent  here  by  the  Five 
Nations  with  a piece  of  writing  vhich  the  Senecas,  our  brethren,  got  by  some 
artihee  from  Jean  Coeur,  earnestly  beseeching  you  will  let  us  know  what  it 
means,  and  as  wo  pmt  all  our  contidenco  in  you,  we  hope  you  will  explain  it 
ingeniously  to  us.’ 

“ Col.  Johnson  replied  to  the  sachem,  and  through  him  to  the  Five  Na- 
tions, returning  a bolt  of  wampunr,  and  explaining  the  inscri|)tion  on  the 
plate.  He  told  them  that  ‘it was  a matter  of  tho  greatest  consequence,  involv- 
ing the  possession  of  their  lands  and  hunting  grounds,  and  that  Jean  Coeur 
and  the  French  ought  immediately  to  bee.xpelled  from  tho  Ohio  and  Niagai'a.’ 
In  reply,  the  sachem  said  that  ‘he  had  heard  with  great  attention  and  surprise 
thesubstance  of  the  “devilish  writing”  he  had  brought,  and  that  Col.  Johnson’s 
remarks  were  fully  approved.’  Ho  promised  that  belts  from  each  of  the  Five 
Nations  .■^honhl  be  sc?j,t  from  the  Seneca’s  castle  to  tho  Indians  at  the  Ohio,  to 
warir  and  strengthen  them  against  the  French  encroachments  in  that  direc- 
tion.” On  the  29th  of  January,  1751,  Clinton  sent  a copy  of  this  inscription 
to  Gov.  Hamilton,  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  I'reQch  followed  u > this  formal  act  of  possession  by  laying  out  a line 
of  military  posts,  on  substantially  the  same  line  as  that  pursued  by  the  Cele- 
ron expedition;  , but  instead  of  crossing  over  to  Lake  Chautauqua,  they  kept 
on  down  to  Presque  Isle  (now  Erie),  where  was  a good  harbor,  where  a fort 
was  established,  and  thence  up  to  Le  Boeuf  (now  Vlaterfovd),  where  another 
post  was  placed;  thence  down  the  Yeuango  lliver  (French  Creek)  to  its  month 
at  Franklin,  e,-tablishi7ig  Fort  Venango  there;  thence  by  the  Allegheny  to 
Pittsburgh,  where  Fort  Du  Quesne  was  seated,  and  so  on  down  the  Ohio. 

To  counteract  this  activity  of  the  French,  tho  Ohio  Company  was  char- 
tered, and  a half  million  of  acres  was  granted  by  the  crown,  to  bo  selected 
mainly  on  the  south  side  of  the  Ohio,  between  the  Monongalia  and  Nanawha 
Ilivei’s,  and  the  condition  made  that  settlements  (100  families  within  seven 
years),  protected  Iw  a fort,  should  he  made.  The  company  consisted  of  a 
number  of  Virginia  and  Jlaryland  gentlemen,  of  whom  Lawrence  Washington 
was  one,  and  Thomas  Hanbury,  of  Loudon. 

In  1752,  a treaty  wa.s  entered  into  with  the  Indians,  securing  the  right  of 
occur/aney,  and  twelve  fr.milies,  headed  by  Capt.  Gist,  established  themselves 
upon  the  Monongalia,  and  subsequently  commenced  the  erection  of  a fort, 
where  the  city  of  Pittsburgh  now  is.  Apprised  of  this  intrusion  into  the 
very  heart  of  the  territory  which  they  wei-e  claiming,  the  French  built  a fort 
at  Le  Boeuf,  and  strengthened  the  {lost  at  Franklin. 

These  proceedings  having  been  pi'omptly  reported  to  Lieut.  Gov.  Dinwid- 
die,  of  Virginia,  where  the  gi’eator  number  of  the  stockholders  of  the  Ohio 
Company  resided,  he  determined  to  send  an  official  communication — j)rotestiug 
against  the  forcible  interference  with  their  chartered  rights,  granted  by  the 
croAvu  of  Britain,  and  pointing  to  the  iato  treaties  of  peace  entered  into  be- 
tween the  English  and  French,  wliereby  it  was  agreed  that  each  should  respect 
tho  colonial  posse.ssions  of  the  other — to  the  Commandant  of  the  French,  who 
had  bis  headquarters  at  Fort  Le  Boeuf,  fifteen  miles  inland  from  tho  present 
site  of  the  city  of  Erie. 
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B\it  who  ehoiilcl  be  the  messenger  to  execute  this  delicate  and  responsible 
duty?  It  was  winter,  and  the  distance  to  be  traversed  was  some  50<)  miles, 
through  an  unbroken  wildernes.s,  cut  by  rugged  mountain  chains  and  deep  and 
rapid  ,'treams.  It  was  pro[)Osed  to  several,  who  declined,  and  was  fiually 
accepted  by  George  bVashington.  a }'outh  barely'  twonty-oue  y'ears  oid.  On 
the  last  day  of  Novem;)ei-,  1753,  ho  badu  adieu  to  civilization,  and  pushing  on 
through  the  forest  to  the  settlement.s  on  the  Alonongalie,  where  he  was  joined 
by  Capt.  Gist,  followed  up  ihe  Allegheny’  to  Fort  YFnango  (now  Franklin); 
thence  up  the  Venango  to  its  head-waters  at  I'ort  Le  Boeuf,  whore  he  held 
forma!  conference  with  the  French  Commandant,  St,  Pierre.  The  French 
officer  liad  been  ordered  to  hold  this  territory’  on  the  score  of  the  dis- 
covery’ of  the  IMississij'pi  by  La  Salle,  and  he  had  no  discretion  but  to  execute 
his  orders,  and  referred  V'ashiiigrou  to  his  superior,  the  Governor  General  of 
Canada.  Making  careful  notes  of  the  location  and  stre.ngth  of  the  post  and 
those  encountered  on  the  wmy’.  the  young  embassador  returned,  being  twice 
fired  at  on  his  journey  by  hostile  Indians,  and  near  losing  bis  life  by  being 
thrown  into  the  freezing  ^vaters  of  the  Allegheny’.  Fpon  his  arrival,  ho  made 
a full  report  of  the  embassage,  which  was  widely’  published  in  this  country 
and  in  England,  and  ’.vas  doubtless  the  basis  upon  which  action  was  predicted 
that  eventuated  in  a lung  and  sanguinary’  war,  which  finally  resulted  in  the 
expulsion  of  the  power  of  France  from  this  continent. 

Satisfied  that  the  Frenclr  were  determined  to  hold  the  teiTitory  upon  the 
Ohio  by  force  of  arras,  a body’  of  150  men,  of  w’hich  AYashiugton  was  second 
in  command,  was  sent  to  the  support  of  tlie  settlers.  But  the  French,  having 
the  Allegheny  River  at  flood- tide  on  which  to  move,  and  Vashingtou,  without 
means  of  transportation,  having  a rugged  and  mountainous  country  to  over- 
come, the  former  first  reached  the  p'oint  of  destination.  Contracoeur,  the 
French  commander,  witli  1,000  men  and  field  pieces  on  a fleet  of  sixty  boats  and 
300  canoes,  dropped  dowm  the  Allegheny  and  easily’  seized  the  fort  then  being 
constructed  by  the  Ohio  Company  at  its  m.outh,  and  proceeded  to  erect  there 
an  elaborate  work  w’hich  he  called  Fort  Du  Quesne,  after  the  Governor  Gen- 
eral. Informed  of  this  proceeding,  "Washington  pushed  forward,  and  tinding 
that  a detachment  of  the  French  wiis  in  his  immediate  neighborhood,  he  made 
a forced  march  by  night,  and  coming  upon  them  unawares  killed  and  captured 
the  entire  party’  save  one.  Ten  of  the  French,  including  their  commander, 
Jumonville,  were  killed,  and  twenty-one  made  prisoners.  Col.  Fry’,  the  com- 
mander of  the  A7noricans,  died  at  Will’s  Creek,  where  the  command  devolved 
on  Washington.  Though  re- enforcements  had  been  dispatched  from  the  sev- 
eral colonies  in  response  to  the  urgent  appeals  of  Washington,  none  reached 
him  but  one  company  of  lOO  men  under  Capt.  Mackay  froju  South  Carolina. 
Knowing  that  he  was  confronting  a vastly  superior  force  of  the  French,  well 
supplied  with  artillery,  he  threw  up  works  at  a point  called  the  Great 
Meadows,  which  he  characterizes  as  a “ charming  field  for  an  encounter,”  nam- 
ing his  hastily  built  fortification  Fort  Necessity.  Stung  by  tlio  loss  of  their 
leader,  the  French  came  out  in  strong  force  and  soon  invested  the  place.  Unfor- 
tunately onepartof  Washington’s  position  was  easily’  commanded  by  the  artil- 
loxT  of  the  French,  which  they  w'ere  not  slow  in  taking  advantage  of.  The  ac- 
tion opxened  on  the  3d  of  July,  and  was  continued  till  late  at  night.  A capit- 
ulation was  proposed  by  the  French  commander,  which  Washington  reluctantly 
accepted,  seeing  all  hope  of  re-enfurcements  reaching  him,  cut  off,  and  on  the 
4th  of  July  marched  out,  with  honors  of  war  and  fell  back  to  Fort  Cumberland. 

Gov.  B'amilton  had  strongly  recommended,  before  hostilities  opened,  thattho 
Assembly  should  provide  for  defense  and  establish  a line  of  block-houses  along 
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the  frontier.  But  tLe  Assembly,  'svliilf'  wiilingt  to  A’ote  mo.ney  for  baying  peace 
from  tbe  Indiaxis,  and  contributions  to  the  British  crov/n,  from  which  protec- 
tion was  claimed,  v.~as  nnsvilling  to  contribulc  dii'octly  for  even  defensive  war- 
fare. lo  .;i  single  Vi-or,  .£8,000  were  voted  for  Indian  gratuities.  The  proprie- 
tors werG  appealed  to  to  aid  in  bearing  this  burden.  Jlut  v/hilo  they  were 
willing  to  coniribucu  liberally  for  defense,  they  iroald  give  nothing  for  Indian 
gratuities.  They  se.oi  to  the  colony  cannon  to  the  value  of  .£400. 

In  l obruary,  1758,  John  Penn,  grandson  of  the  founder,  son  of  Richard, 
arrived  in  the  colony,  and  as  a mark  of  respect  vras  immediately  chosen  a mem- 
ber of  the  Council  and  made  its  President.  In  consequence  of  the  defeat  of 
Washington  at  Fort  Xecessity,  Gov.  Hamilton  convened  the  Assembly  in  extra 
session  on  the  6th  of  August,  at  which  money  was  freely  voted;  but  o^ying  to 
the  instructions  gi  ven  by  tlie  proprietors,  to  their  Deputy  Governor  not  to  sign 
any  money  bill  that  did  not  place  tlie  whole  of  the  interest  at  their  dispiosal, 
this  action  of  the  Assembly  was  abortive. 

The  .English  and  French  nations  made  strenuous  exertions  to  strcngtiisn. 
their  forces  in  America  for  the  campaigns  sure  to  be  undertaken  in  1754.  The 
French,  by  being  under  the  supreme  authority  of  one  governing  power,  the 
Governor  General  of  Canada,  were  able  to  concentrate  and  bring  all  their 
power  of  mon  and  resoiu'ces  to  bear  at  the  threatened  }>oint  witli  more  celerity 
and  certainty  than  the  English,  who  were  dependent  upon  colonies  scattered 
along  all  tlie  sea  board,  and  upon  Legislatures  p>enny-wise  in  voting  money. 
To  remedy  these  inconveniences,  the  English  Government  recommended  a con- 
gi’ess  of  all  the  coJonies,  together  with  the  Six  Nations,  for  tbe  purpose  of  con- 
certing plans  for  efficient  defense.  This  Congress  met  on  the  19th  of  June, 
1754,  the  first  ever  convened  in  America.  The  Representatives  Iroin  Pcnn.syl- 
vania  were  John  Penn  and  Richard  Peters  for  the  Council,  ajid  Isaac.  Nurris 
and  Benjamin  Franklin  for  the  Assembly.  The  influence  of  the  powerful 
mind  of  Franklin  was  already  beginning  to  be  felt,  bo  having  been  Chu-k  of 
tbe  Pennsylvania  Assembly  since  1736,  and  since  1750  had  been  a member. 
Heartily  sympathizing  with  the  movers  in  the  pu.rposes  of  this  Congress,  ho 
came  to  Albany  with  a schomo  of  union  prepared,  which,  having  been  pre- 
sented and  debated,  was,  on  the  10th  of  July,  adopted  substantially  as  it  came 
from  his  hands.  It  provided  for  the  appointment  of  a President  General  by 
the  Crown,  and  an  Assembly  of  forty-eight  members  to  be  chosen  by  the  sev- 
eral Colonial  Assemblies.  The  plan  was  rejected  by  both  parties  in  interest, 
the  King  considering  the  power  vested  in  the  representatives  of  the  people  too 
great,  and  every  colony  rejecting  it  because  the  President  General  was  given 
“ an  influence  greater  than  appeared  to  them  proper  in  a plan  of  government 
incendv^d  for  freomem” 


CHAPTER  X. 

Robert  II,  Morris,  17.5-1-56— William  Dexnt,  1756-59— James  Hamiltom,  1759-63. 

Finding  himself  in  a false  position  by  the  repugnant  in.struetions  of  the 
proprietors.  Gov.  Hamilton  had  given  notice  in  1758,  that,  at  tbe  end  oi 
twelve  months  from  its  reception,  he  would  resign.  Accordingly  in  October, 
1754,  he  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Hunter  Morri«,  sou  or  Lewis  Morris,  Chief 
Justice  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  and  Governor  of  New  Jersey.  The  son 
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was  bred  a lawyer,  and  was  for  twenty-six  yeai's  Councilor,  and  twenty  Chief 
Jiistice  of  New  Jersey.  The  Assembly,  at  its  tir=t  session,  voted  a money  bill, 
for  £-10,000,  but  not  having  the  jiroviso  required  by  the  proprietors,  it  was 
vetoed.  .Dctenuineil  to  pin.h  military  operations,  the  British  Cxovcrnment  had 
called  early  in  tlie  year  for  8,000  volunteers  I'roia  Pennsylvania,  with  subsia- 
tance,  camp  equipage  and  ti'aasportation,  and  had  sent  two  regiments  of  the 
line,  u.nder  Cten.  Braddoch,  from  Cork,  Ireland.  Landing  at  Alexandria, 
Ya. , he  mr.rched  to  Frederick,  Md.,  -where,  finding  no  supplies  or 
transportation,  he  halted.  The  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  had  voted  to  borrow 
£5,000,  on  its  own  account,  for  the  rrse  of  the  crown  in  prosecuting  the  cam- 
paign, and  had  sent  Franklin,  who  was  then  Postmaster  General  for  the  colo- 
nies, to  Braddockto  aid  in  prosecuting  the  expedition.  Finding  that  the  array 
was  stoj'ped  for  lack  of  transportation,  Franklin  returned  into-  Pennsylvania, 
and  by  his  commanding  influence  soonsecimed  the  necessary  wagons  and  beasts 
of  burden. 

Braddock  had  formed  extravagant  plans  for  his  campaign.  He  would 
march  forward  and  reduce  Fort  I)u  Quesne,  theirce  proceed  against  Fort  Ni- 
agara, which  having  conquered  he  would  close  a season  of  triumphs  byy  the 
capture  of  Fort  Frontignace.  But  this  is  not  the  lirst  time  in  warfare  tliat 
the  result  of  a campaign  has  failed  to  realize  the  promises  of  the  manifesto. 
The  orders  brought  by  Braddock  giving  precedence  of  officers  of  the  line  over 
provincials  gave  offense,  and  Washington  among  others  threw  up  his  commis- 
sion; Ivit  enamored  of  the  profession  of  arms,  he  accepted  a position  offered 
him  by  Braddock  as  Aide-de-camp.  Accustomed  to  the  discipline  of  military 
establishments  in  old,  long-settled  countries,  Braddock  had  little  conception  of 
making  -war  in  a wilderness  with  only  Indian  trails  tomoveupon,  and  against 
wily  savages.  Washington  had  advised  to  push  forward  with  pack  horses,. and, 
by  rapidity  of  movement,  forestall  ample  preparation.  But  Braddock  had  but 
one  way  of  soldiering,  and  where  roads  did  not  exist  for  wagons  he  sto})ped  to 
fell  the  forest  and  construct  bridges  over  streams.  The  French,  who  were 
kept  advised  of  every  movement,  made  ample  preparations  to  receive  him.  In 
the  meantime,  Washington  fell  sick;  but  intent  on  being  up  for  the  battle,  ho 
hastened  forward  as  soon  as  sufficiently  recovered,  and  only  joined  the  army 
on  the  day  before  the  fatal  engagement.  He  had  never  seen  much  of  the  pride 
and  circurast'inee  of  war,  and  w'hen,  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of.  July,  the 
army  of  Braddock  maiched  on  across  tho  Alonongahela,  with  gay  colors  fl}’ing 
and  martial  music  awakening  the  echoes  of  tlie  forest,  be  was  aceu.stoined  in 
after  years  to  speak  of  it  as  tho  “most  magniticent  spectacle”  that  he  had  ever 
beheld.  But  the  gay  pageant  was  destined  to  be  of  short  duration ; for  the 
army  had  oi  ly  marched  a 'ittle  distance  before  it  fell  into  an  ambuscade  skill- 
fully laid  by  the  French  and  Indians,  and  the  forest  resounded  with  tho  un- 
earthly •whoop  of  the  Indians,  and  the  continuous  roar  of  musketry.  The 
advance  was  checked  and  thrown  into  confusion  by  the  French  from  their  well- 
chosen  position,  and  every  tree  upon  the  flanks  of  the  long  drawn  out  line  con- 
cealed a murderous  foe,  who  with  unerring  aim  picked  off'  the  officers.  A res- 
olute defense  was  made,  and  the  battle  raged  with  groat  fury  fer  three  hours; 
but  tho  fire  of  the  English  was  ineffectual  becau.se  directed  against  an  invisi- 
ble foe.  Finally,  tho  mounted  officers  having  all  fallen,  killed  or  wounded, 
except  Washington,  being  left  without  leaders,  panic  seized  the  survivors  and 
“they  ran,”  says  'Washington,  “before  the  French  and  English  like  sheep  l;e- 
fore  dogs.”  Of  1,-100,  in  Eraddoek’s  army,  450  were  killed,  and  421  wounded, 
a greater  mortality,  in  proportion  to  tho  number  engaged,  than  has  ever  oc- 
curred in  the  annals  of  modern  warfare.  Sir  Feter  Halkott  was  killed,  and 
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Braddock  mortally  ^s■’ounded  and  broupjlit  off  the  field  only  Tvith  tlie  greatest 
difficulty.  When  Orine  and  M'orris,  tho  other  aids,  feil,  Washington  acted 
alone  isdth  the  greater!  gallantry.  In  yvritiug  to  his  brother, ho  said:  “I  have 
been  protected  boyonJ  all  human  })robability  or  expectation;  for  I had  four 
bullet-  through  niy  <x>rt,  and  tyvo  horses  shot  under  jxie;  yet  I escaped  unhurt, 
though  death  xvas  leveling  rny  comjxauions  on  every  side.”  In  after  years, 
when  Washington  visited  the  Great  Kauayvha  country,  he  was  approaclied  by 
an  Indian  chieftain  v ho  said  that  in  this  battle  ho  had  fired  liis  rilie  many 
times  at  YVashingtoa  and  had  told  liis  young  men  to  do  tho  same;  but  yvhen  he 
saw  that  his  bullets  had  no  apparent  efiect,  he  had  bidden  them  to  desist,  be- 
lieving that  the  Great  Spirit  yvas  protecting  him. 

The  panic  among  the  survivors  of  tho  E7iglish  carried  them  back  upon  the 
reserve,  commanded  by  Gen.  Dunbar,  who  seems  himself  to  have  been  seized, 
with  it,  and  yvithout  attempting  to  reneyv  the  campaign  and  return  to  tho  en- 
counter, he.  joined  in  the  flight  yvhich  was  not  stayed  until  Fort  Cumberland 
was  reached.  The  French  wei-H  anticipating  a renewal  of  the  struggle;  but 
when  they  found  that  the  English  had  fled  leaving  the  frontier  all  unprotected, 
they  left  no  stone  unturned  In  whetting  the  minds  of  the  savages  for  the 
work  of  plunder  and  blood,  and  in  organizing  relentless  bands  to  range  at 
will  along  ail  the  wido  frontier.  The  Indians  could  not  be  induced  to  pursue 
the  retreating  English,  but  fell  to  plundering  the  field.  Nearly  everyth ing 
was  lost,  even  to  the  camp  chest  of  Braddock.  The  wounded  General  was 
taken  back  to  the  summit  of  Laurel  Hill,  yvhere,  four  days  after,  he  breathed 
his  la.st  He  was  buried  in  the  middle  of  the  road,  and  the  army  marched 
over  his  grave  that  it  might  not  be  discovered  or  molested  bv  the  natives. 
The  easy  victory,  won  chiefly  by  the  savages,  served  to  encourage  them  in 
their  fell  work,  in  yvhich,  vvhen  their  passions  were  aroused,  no  known  people 
on  earth  vy’ere  less  touched  by  pity.  Tho  unprotected  settler  in  Ids  yvilder- 
nesB  home  was  the  easy"  prey  of  the  torch  and  thescakping  knife,  and  the  burn- 
ing cabin  lit  up  the  somber  forests  by  their  continuous  blaze,  and  the  shrieks 
of  women  and  children  resounded  from  the  Hudson  to  the  far  Potomac  Be- 
fore the  defeat  of  Braddock,  there  were  8,000  men  capable  of  bearing  arms 
yvest  of  the  Susquehanna.  In  six  months  after,  there  were  scarcely  100. 

Gov.  Morris  made  an  earnest  appeal  to  the  Assembly  for  money  to  yvard  ofi' 
tho  impending  enemy  and  protect  the  settlers,  in  response  to  yvhich  the  As- 
sembly voted  £50,000;  but  having  no  exemption  of  the  proprietor’s  estates, 
it  was  rejected  by  the  Governor,  in  accordance  with  his  original  instructions. 
Expeditions  undertaken  against  Nova  bcoti  a and  at  Crown  Point  yvere  more  fortu- 
nate than  that  before  Du  Quesne,  and  tlio  Assembl;^  voted  £15,000  in  bills  of  credit 
to  aid  in  defraying  the  exjicnse.  The  proprietors  sent  £5,000  as  a gratuity, 
not  as  any  jiart  of  expense  that  could  of  right  be  claimed  of  them. 

In  this  hour  of  extremity,  the  Indians  for  the  most  jiart  shoyved  themselves 
a treacherous  race,  over  ready  to  take  up  on  the  stronger  side.  Even  the  Shayv- 
;me.se  and  Delayvares,  yvho  had  been  loudest  in  their  protestations  of  friendship 
for  the  English  and  readiness  to  fight  for  them,  no  sooner  saw  the  F.renchvic- 
torious  than  they  gave  ready  ear  to  their  advice  to  strike  for  tho  recovery  of 
tlie  lands  yvhich  they  had  sold  to  the  English. 

In  this  pressing  emergency,  yvhile  the  Governor  and  Assembly  yvere  waging 
a fruitless  yvar  of  words  over  money  bills,  the  pen  of  Franklin  yvas  busy  in  in- 
fusing a wholesome  sentiment  in  the  minds  of  the  ])eopIo,  In  a pamphlet 
that  he  issued,  which  h'^  put  in  the  familiar  form  of  a dialogue,  ho  ansyvered  the 
objections  whicJi  h:id  been  urged  to  a legalized  militia,  and  willing  to  show 
his  devotion  by  deeds  as  yvell  as  words,  he  accepted  the  comniand  u[>on  the 
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frontier.  By  bis  exertions,  a rosnoctable  force  was  raised,  and  though  in  the 
dead  of  v.'intei'.  he  commenced  the  erection  of  a Jino  of  forts  and  block-housos 
along  the  whole  rnngo  of  tho  Kittatinny  Hills,  from  the  Delaware  to  the  Po- 
tomac, and  had  tliem  completed  and  garrisoned  with  a body  sufficient  to  with- 
stand any  force  not  provided  with  artiilcrv-.  In  the  s])ving,  ho  turned  over  the 
command  to  Col.  Clapbam,  and  returning  to  Philadelphia  took  his  seat  in  the 
Assembly.  Tire  Governor  nov/  declared  war  against  the  Indians,  who  had  es- 
tablished their  headquarters  thirty  miles  above  Harris’  Ferry,  on  the  Susque- 
hanna, and  were  busy  in  their  work  of  robbery  and  devastation,  having  se- 
cured tho  greater  portion  of  tlie  crops  of  the  previous  season  of  the  settlers 
whom  they  had  killed  or  driven  out.  The  peace  party  strongly  objected  to  the 
course  of  tho  Governor,  and  vohmtarilv  yoing  amoncr  the  Indians  induced 
them  to  bury  the  hatchet.  The  Assembly  which  met  in  May,  175G,  prepared  a 
bill  with  tho  old  clause  for  taxing  the  proprietors,  as  any  other  citizens,  which 
the  Governor  was  forbidden  to  approve  by  his  instructions,  “and  tho  two 
parties  were  sharpening  their  wits  for  anothoimrrangle  over  it,”  when  Gov. 
id'orris  was  superseded  by  William  Denny,  who  arrived  in  the  colony  and  as- 
sumed authority  on  tho  20th  of  August,  1750.  He  was  joyfully  and  cordially 
received,  escorte'l  through  the  streets  tyv  the  regiments  of  Fraziklin  and  Duch#, 
and  royally  feasted  at  the  State  House. 

But  tho  promise  of  efficient  legislation  was  broken  by  an  exhibition  of  the 
new  Governor’s  instructions,  which  provided  that  every  bill  for  the  emission  of 
money  must  place  the  proceeds  at  t.he  joint  disposal  of  the  Governor  and  .Ps- 
sembly;  paper  enrrency  could  not  bo  issued  in  excess  of  OOO,  nor  could  ex- 
iati'ng  issues  be  confirmed  unless  proprietary  rents  were  paid  in  sterling 
money  ; proprietary  lands  wore  permitted  to  be  taxed  which  had  been  actually 
leased,  provided  that  the  taxes  were  paid  out  of  the  rents,  but  the  tax  could 
not  become  a lien  upon  the  land.  In  the  iirst  Assembly,  tlio  contention  be- 
came as  acrimonious  as  ever. 

Previous  to  tho  departure  of  Gov.  IMorris,  <;s  a retaliatory  act  he  had 
issued  a proclamation  against  the  hostile  Indians,  providing  for  the  payment 
of  bounties;  For  ever}'  male  Indian  enemy  above  twelve  years  old,  w'ho  shall 
be  taken  prisoner  and  delivered  at  any  forts,  garrisoned  by  troops  in  pay 
of  this  province,  or  to  any  of  the  county  towus  to  tho  keepers  of  the  common 
jails  there,  the  sura  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  Spanish  dollars  or  pieces  of  eight; 
for  the  scalp  of  every  male  Indian  above  the  age  of  twelve  years,  produced  a.s 
evidence  of  their  being  killed,  the  sizin  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  pieces  of 
eight;  for  every  female  Indian  taken  prisoner  and  brought  in  as  aforesaid, 
and  for  every  uialo  Indian  under  the  age  of  twelve  years,  taken  and  brought 
in,  one  hundred  and  thirty  pieces  of  eight;  for  tho  scalp  of  every  Indian 
woman  produced  as  evidence  of  their  being  killed,  the  sum  of  fifty  pieces  of 
eight.”  Liberal  bounties  were  also  offered  for  the  delivering  up  of  settlers  who 
had  been  carried  away  captive. 

But  the  operation  which  had  the  most  ■wholesome  and  pacifying  effect  upon 
the  savages,  and  caused  them  to  stop  in  their  mad  career  and  consider  the 
chances  of  war  and  the  punisiiment  they  were  calling  down  upon  their  own 
heads,  though  executed  under  the  rule  of  Gov.  Denny,  was  planned  and 
provided  for,  and  was  really  a part  of  the  aggre-ssive  and  vigormts  policy. of 
Gov.  Monas.  In  response  to  the  act  of  Assembly,  providing  for  the  calling 
out  and  organizing  the  militia,  twenty-five  companies  were  recruited,  and  had 
been  stationed  along  the  line  of  posts  that  had  been  established  for  the  defense 
of  tho  f rojiitiers.  At  Kittanuing.  on  Iho  Allegheny  Biver,  tho  Indians  had  one 
of  the  largest  of  their  towus  in  the  State,  and  was  a recruiting  station  and 
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rallying  point  for  sending  out  their  raiirderous  bauds.  The  plan  proposed  and 
adopted  by  Gov.  Morris,  and  approved  and  accej'ited  by  Gov.  Denny, 
was  to  send  out  a slrong  detaclunent  from  the  Jiiilitia  for  the  reduction  of  this 
stronghold.  Accordingly,  in  .A.ugn?t,  1750,  Col.  Artasl.rong,  v/ith  a force  of 
three  hand  red  men,  made  a forc<\i  uiarcb,  and,  arriving  unperceived  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  tov.'u,  sent  the  main  body  by  a wido  detour  from  above,  to  come 
in  nnot;  the  river  a few  hmidrcii  yards  below.  At  8 o’clock  ou  the  morning  of 
the  7th  of  S.?pteniber,  the  troops  had  gained  their  position  undiscovered,  and 
at  dawn  the  attack  wa.s  made.  Shielded  from  view  by  the  tall  corn  which  cov- 
ered all  the  flats,  the  troops  were  able  to  reach  in  close  proximity  to  the  cabins 
unobserved.  Jacobs,  the  chief,  souuded  tiro  war-whoop,  and  made  a stout  re- 
sistance, keeping  ttp  a rapid  fire  from  the  loop  holes  in  his  cabin.  Not  de.sir- 
ing  to  piisli  his  advantage  to  the  issue  of  no  quarter,  Armstrong  called  ou  the 
savages  to  surrender;  but  this  t’ney  refused  to  do,  declaring  Ihat  they  wore 
men  and  would  never  be  prisoners.  Finding  that  they  would  not  yield,  and 
that  they  were  determined  to  sell  their  lives  ac  the  dearest  rate,  ha  gave  orders 
to  fire  the  huts,  and  the  whole  town  was  soon  wrapt  in  Haines.  As  the  heat 
began  to  reach  the  warriors,  some  sung,  while  wrung  with  the  death  agonies; 
others  broke  for  the  river  and  v.'ore  shot  down  as  they  fled.  Jacobs,  in  attempt- 
ing to  climb  tlirough  a window,  was  killed.  All  calls  for  surrender  were  re- 
ceived with  derision,  one  declaring  that  he  did  not  care  for  death,  and  that  he 
could  kill  four  or  five  before  h.o  died.  Gnupowder,  small  arms  and  valuable 
goods  which  had  been  distributed  to  them  only  the  day  before  by  the  French, 
fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors.  The  triumph  was  comjilote,  few  if  any 
escaping  to  tell  the  sad  tale.  Col.  Armstrong’s  celerity  of  movement  aud 
well  conceived  aud  executed  plau  of  action  wnre  publicly  acknowledged,  and 
he  w'as  voted  a medal  and  plate  by  the  city  of  Philadelphia. 

'The  finances  of  the  colony,  on  account  of  tlio  rejjeated  failures  cf  the 
money  bills,  were  in  a deplorable  condition.  Military  operations  could  not 
be  carried  on  and  vigorous  campaigns  pro.secuted  without  ready  money.  Ac- 
cordingly, in  the  first  meeting  of  the  Assembly  after  the  arrival  of  the  new 
Governor,  a bill  was  passed  levying  £100,000  on  all  property  alike,  real  and 
personal,  private  and  proprietary.  This  Gov.  Denny  vetoed.  Seeing  that 
money  must  ’oe  had,  the  Assembly  finally  passed  a bill  exempting  tlie  proprie- 
tary estates,  but  determined  to  lay  their  grievances  before  the  Crown.  To 
this  end,  two  Commissioiif-rs  were  appointed,  I.saac  Norris  and  Benjamin 
Franklin,  to  pi’oceed  to  England  and  beg  the  interference  of  the  royal  Gov- 
ernment in  their  behalf.  Failing  health  and  business  engagements  of  Norris 
prevented  his  acceptance,  aud  Franklin  proceeded  alone.  He  hfid  so  often  de- 
fended the  A'serxibly  in  p'lblic  and  in  drawing  remonstrances  that  the  whole 
subject  was  at  his  fingers’  ends. 

Military  operations  throughout  the  colonies,  diming  the  year  1757,  con- 
ducted under  the  command  of  the  Earl  of  Loudoun  were  sluggish,  and  resulted 
only  in  disaster  and  disgrace.  The  Indians  were  active  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
kept  the  settlers  throughout  nearly  all  the  colonies  in  a continual  ferment, 
hostile  bands  stealing  in  upon  the  defenseless  inhabitants  as  they  went  to 
their  plantings  and  sowings,  and  greatly  interfering  with  or  ^weventing  alto- 
gether the  raising  of  the  ordinary  crops.  In  1758,  Loudoun  was  recalled, 
and  Gen.  Abercrombie  was  given  chief  command,  with  'Wolfe,  Amherst  and 
Forbes  as  hi.s  subordinates.  It  was  determined  to  direct  operations  simul- 
taneously U])on  lliree  points— Fort  Du  Quesne,  Louisbnrg  and  the  forts  ujxon 
the  great  lakes.  Gen,  Forbes  commanded  the  forces  sent  against  Fort  Du 
Quesne.  M'itb  a detachment  of  royal  troop.s,  and  militia  from  Pennsylvania 
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aud  Virginia,  under  command  of  Cols.  Bouquet  and  ^YaBbing^ou,  his  coluran 
uioved  in  July.  175S.  'J'be  French  were  well  ordered  for  receiving  the  attack, 
and  the  Irrldo  in  front  o"  ihe  fort  j'aged  with  great  fury;  huttliey  v;ero  hnal'y 
driven,  and  the  foj-t,  witl;  its  munitions,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  victors,  aud 
was  garri.sor.ed  ry  400  Penns}  Ivanians,  Jtetmrning,  Forbos  placed  his  remain- 
ing forces  in  barracks  at  Lancaster. 

Franklin,  upon  his  arrival  in  Fmglaud,  presented  the  grievances  l:>efore  the 
proprietors,  and,  that  he  might  get  his  case  before  the  royal  advisers  and  the 
BriiiEh  public,  wrote  frequent  articles  for  the  press,  and  issued  a pamphlet 
entitled  “Historical  Beview  of  the  Constitution  and  Government  of  Pennsyl- 
vani.a.”  Tlie  disputo  was  adroitly  managed  by  P’rankiin  before  the  Privy 
Council,  and  wa.s  finally  decided  substantially  in  the  interest  of,  the  Assem- 
bly. It  was  provided  that  tlio  ^iroprietors’  estates  should  be  taxed,  but  that 
their  localed  uncultivated  lands  should  bo  assessed  as  low  as  the  lowmst  uncul- 
tivated laiiils  of  the  settlers,  that  bills  issued  by  the  Assembly  should  bo  re- 
ceivable in  payment  of  quit  ront-s,  and  that  the  .Deputy  Governor  should  have 
a voice  in  disposing  of  the  revenues.  Thus  v/as  a vexed  question  of  long 
standing  finally  put  to  rest.  So  successfully  had  PL’anklin  managed  this  con- 
troversy" th.it  the  colonics  of  Massachusetts,  Slarylaud  and  Georgia  appointed 
him  their  agent  in  England, 

In  October,  .1759,  James  Plainiltou  was  again  appointed  Governor,  in  place' 
of  Gov.  Denny,  who  had  by  stiess  of  circumstances  transcended  his  instruc- 
tions. The  Er’tish  Governmont,  considering  that  the  colonies  had  borne  more 
than  their  proportionate  expense  in  carrying  on  the  war  against  the  French 
and  .Indians,  voted  £200,000  for  five  years,  to  be  divided  among  the  colonies, 
the  share  falling  to  Pennsylvania  being  £20,000.  On  the  25th  of  October, 
1760,  George  II  died,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  grandson. George  HI.  Early 
in  1762,  war  was  declared  between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  but  was  of  short 
continuance,  peace  having  been  declared  in  November  following,  by  which 
Spain  and  Franco  relinquished  to  the  English  substantially  the  territory  east 
of  the  Missis.sippi.  The  wise  men  of  the  various  Indian  nations  inhabiting 
this  wide  territory  viewed  with  conceim  this  sudden  e.xpausion  of  Englisli 
})Ower,  fearing  that  they  would  eventually  bo  pushed  from  their  hunting 
grounds  and  pleasant  haunts  by  the  rapidly  multiplying  pale  faces.  The  In- 
dia,ns  Pave  ever  been  noted  for  proceeding  against  an  enemy  secretly  aud 
treacherously.  Believing  that  by  concerted  action  the  English  might  be  cut 
off  aud  utterly  exterminated,  a secret  league  was  entered  into  by  the  Shawa- 
uese  aud  the  tribes  dwelling  along  ihe  Ohio  Biver,  under  the  leadership  of  a 
powerful  etdefrain,  Pontiac,  by  which  swift  destruction  was  everywhere  to  be 
meted  oxrt  to  the  white  man  upon  an  hour  of  an  appointed  day.  Tho  plan  was 
thoroughly  understood  by  the  red  men,  and  heartily  entered  into.  The  day 
dawned  and  tlio  blow  fell  in  IMay,  1763.  The  forts  at  Pre.sque  Isle,  LoBoeuf. 
Venango,  La  Bay,  St.  Joseph’s,  Miamis,  Onaethtanon,  Sandusky  and  Michili- 
maekinack,  all  fell  before  the  unanticipated  attacks  of  the  savages  who  were 
making  protestations  of  frioi.dship,  and  the  garrisons  were  put  to  the  slaugh- 
ter. Fort  Piit  (Du  Quesue),  Niagara  and  Detroit  alone,  of  all  this  line  of 
forts,  held  out.  Pontiac  in  person  conducted  the  siege  of  Detroit,  which  he 
vigorously  pushed  from  Alay  until  October,  paying  his  warriors  with  promises 
written  on  bits  of  birch  bark,  •which  ho  subsequently  religiously  rcxloemed.  It  i.s 
an  evidence  of  his  gieat  power  that  he  could  unite  his  people  in  so  gen- 
eral and  secretly  keyJ  a comjiact,  and  that  in  this  siege  of  Detroit  he  was  able 
to  hold  his  warrior.s  up  to  tho  work  so  long  aud  so  vigorously  even  after  all  hope 
of  succes-s  must  have  reasonably  been  abandoned.  The  attack  fell  with  groat 
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eoverity  upon  the  Pennsylvania  settlers,  ami  they  continuod  to  be  driven  in 
until  Shippensbung,  in  Cumberland  County,  became  the  extreme  outpost  of 
civilization.  The  savages  stole  nnaware.3  upon  the  laborers  in  the  fields,  or 
came  stealthily  in  at  tl:o  inidnight  hour  and  spared  neither  trembling  ago  nor 
helpless  infancy,  finng  houses,  barns,  crops  and  everything  combustible. 
The  suffering  of  the  frontiersmen  in  this  fatal  year  can  scarcely  be  conceived. 

Col.  ^irmstrong  v.dth  a hastily  collected  force  advanced  upon  their  tovv.us 
and  forts  at  Muncy  and  Great  Island,  which  be  destroyed;  but  the  Indians 
escaped  and  vrithdrew  before  him.  He  sent  a detachnicnt  under  Col.  Boucpaet 
to  the  relief  of  Fort  Pitt,  which  still  held  out,  though  closely  invested  by  tho 
dusky  warriors.  At  Fort  Ligonier,  Bor.quet  halted  and  sent  forward  thirty 
men,  who  stealthily  pushed  past  the  Indians  under  cover  of  night,  and  reached 
the  fort,  carrying  intelligence  that  succor  was  at  hand.  Discovering  that  a 
force  was  advancing  upon  them,  the  Indians  turned  upon  the  troops  of  Bou-- 
quet,  and  before  bo  was  aware  that  an  enemy  was  near,  he  found  himself  sur- 
rounded  and  all  means  of  escape  apparently  cut  off.  By  a skillfully  laid 
ambuscade.  Bouquet,  sending  a small  detachment  to  steal  away  as  if  in  retreat, 
induced  the  Indians  to  follow,  and  when  stretched  out  in  pursuit,  tlie  main 
body  iv  concealment  fell  upon  tho  unsuspecting  savages,  and  routed  them  with 
immense  slaughter,  -when  he  advanced  to  the  relief  of  tho  fort  unchecked. 

As  we  have  already  seen,  the  boun.dary  line  between  Maryland  and  Penn- 
sylvania had  long  been  in  disjmte,  and  had  occasioned  serious  disturbances 
among  the  settlers  in  the  lifetime  of  Penn,  and  repeatedly  since.  It  was  not 
dehnitely  settled  till  1700,  when  a beginning  was  made  of  a final  adjustment, 
though  so  intricate  rvere  the  conditions  that  the  wmrk  was  pirosecuted  foi'  seven 
years  by  a largo  force  of  surveyors,  axmeu  and  pioneers.  The  charter  of  Lord 
Baltimore  made  the  northern  boundary  of  Maryland  tho  40th  degr'ee  of  lati- 
tude; but  whether  the  beginning  or  end  of  the  40th  was  not  specified.  The 
charter  of  Penn,  which  was  subsequent,  made  his  southern  boundary  the 
beginning  of  the  40th  parallel.  If,  as  Lord  Baltimore  claimed,  his  northern 
boundary  was  the  end  of  the  40th,  then  the  city  of  Philadelphia  and  all  the 
settled  parts  of  Pennsylvania  would  have  been  included  in  Maryland.  If,  as 
Penn  claimed  by  express  terms  of  his  charter,  his  southern  line  was  the  begin- 
ning of  tho  40th,  then  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  even  a part  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  including  nearly  the  whole  of  ?Jaryland  would  have  beeir  swal- 
lowed up  by  Peunsyhauia.  It  was  evident  to  the  royal  Council  that  neither 
claim  could  be  rightfully  allovred,  and  nence  resort  was  bad  to  compromise. 
Penn  insisted  upon  retaining  free  communication  with  the  open  ocean  by  the 
Delaware  Bay.  Accordingly,  it  was  decided  that  beginning  at  Cape  Henlopen, 
which  by  mistake  in  marking  ihe  maps  was  fifteen  miles  below  the  present 
location,  opposite  Cape  Alay,  a line  should  be  ruu  due  west  to  a point  half  way 
between  this  cape  and  the  shore  of  Chesa])eako  Bay;  from  this  ]>oint  “ a lino 
was  to  he  run  northerly  in  such  direction  that  it  should  be  tangent  on  the  west 
side  to  a circle  with  a radius  of  twelve  miles,  whose  center  was  the  center  of 
the  court  house  at  New  Castle.  From  the  exact  tangent  point,  a lino  w^as  to  be 
run  due  north  until  it  should  reach  a point  fifteen  mih's  south  on  the  parallel 
of  latitude  of  the  most  southern  point  in  tho  boundary  of  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  this  point  when  accurately  found  by  horizontal  measaremeut,  was 
to  be  tho  coi’uer  bound  between  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania,  and  subset[uently, 
■when  Delaware  was  set  off  from  Pennsylvania,  wa.s  the  boundary  of  tho  three 
States.  From  this  bound  a line  wa.s  to  be  ruu  due  west  live  degrees  of  lougi- 
tude  from  the  Delaware,  which  was  to  bo  the  western  limit  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  lino  thus  ascertaiued  was  to  mark  the  division  between  Maryland  and 
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Pennsylvania,  aiid  forever  settle  the  vexed  question.  If  tlio  due  north  Hire 
should  cut  any  part  of  the  circle  about  iSew  Castle,  the  slice  so  cut  should  be- 
long to  Ivov/  Castle,  Such  a segment  was  cut.  I-dtis  ])lan  of  settlement  was 
entered  into  on  the  lOih  of  May,  1732,  between  Thomas  and  Richard,  sons  of 
M’illiara  Penn,  on  the  one  part.  aui.l  Charles,  Lord  BaUimore.  great  grandson 
of  the  patentee.  But  the  actual  marking  of  the  boundaries  vras  still  dof erred, 
and  !is  th-.o  settlers  wore  taking  out  patents  for  their  lauds,  it  was  necessary 
that  it  should  be  dehnitely  known  in  which  State  the  lands  lay.  Accordingly, 
in  1739,  in  obedience  to  a decree  in  Council,  atempo.rary  line  was  run  U})on  a 
new  basis,  whicli  now  often  appears  in  litigations  to  plague  the  brain  of  the 
attorney. 

Commissioners  were  again  ajtpointed  in  1751,  who  made  a few  of  the 
measurements,  but  owing  to  objections  raised  on  the  part  of 'Maryland,  the 
work  was  abandoned.  Finally,  the  proprietors,  Thonias  and  Richard  Penn, 
and  Frederic,  Ijord  Baltimore,  entered  into  an  agreement  for  the  executing  of 
the  svawey,  and  John  Lukens  and  Archibald  McLean  on  the  part  of  the  Peiins, 
and  Thonias  Garnett  and  Jonathan  Hall  on  the  part  of  Lord  Baltimore,  were 
appointed  with  a suitable  corps  of  a.ssistants  to  lay  oft'  the  lines.  .Yfler  these 
sur:veyo''o  had  been  three  years  at  work,  the  proprietors  in  England,  thinking 
that  there  was  not  enough  energy  and  practical  and  scientihe  knowledge  mani- 
fested by  these  surveyors,  ajipointed  Ciiarles  Mason  and  Jeremiah  Lixon,  two 
mathematicians  an<l  surveyors,  to  proceed  to  America  and  take  charge  of  the 
work.  Tl'.ey  brought  with  them  the  most  perfect  and  best  constructed  instru- 
ments kuotvn  to  jcienee,  arriving  in  Philadelphia  on  the  15th  of  November, 
1703,  and.  assisted  by  some  of  the  old  surveyors,  entered  upon  their  work.  By 
the  4th  of  June,  1760,  they  had  reached  the  summit  of  the  Little  Allegheny, 
when  the  Indians  began  to  be  troublesome.  They  looked  with  au  evil  eye  on 
the  mathemalical  and  astronomical  instruments,  and  felt  a secret  d)-ead  and 
fear  of  the  consequences  of  the  frequent  and  long -continued  peering  into  the 
heavens.  The  Six  Nations  were  understood  to  be  mimical  to  the  further  prog- 
ress of  the  survey.  But  through  the  intluence  of  Sir  IVilliam  Johnson  a 
treaty  was  concluded,  providing  for  the  prosecution  of  tlie  work  uninolested, 
and  a number  of  chieftains  were  sent  to  accompany  the  surveying  party. 
Mason  and  Dixon  nov,^  had  with  them  thirty  surveyors,  fifteen  axmen,  and  fif- 
teen Indians  of  consequence.  Again  the  attitude  of  the  Indians  gave  cause  of 
fear,  and  on  the  29th  of  September,  twenty-six  of  the  surveyors  abandoned  the 
expedition  and  returned  to  'Philadelphia.  Having  reached  a point  244  miles 
from  the  Delaware,  and  within  thirty-six  miles  of  the  western  limit  of  the 
State,  in  the  bottom  of  a deep,  dark  valley,  they  came  upon  a well-worn 
Indian  path,  and  hero  the  Indians  gave  notice  that  it  was  the  v.'ill  of  the  Six 
Nations  that  this  survey  proceed  no  further.  There  was  no  questioning  this 
authority,  and  no  means  at  command  for  resisting,  and  accordingly  thy  party 
broke  up  and  returned  to  Philadelphia.  And  this  was  the  end  of  tlio  labor-s  of 
JIason  and  Dixon  upon  this  honnOary.  From  the  fact  that  this  was  subse- 
quently the  mark  of  division  between  the  Free  and  Slave  States,  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line  became  familiar  ki  American  politics.  The  line  was  marked  by 
stones  which  were  quarried  and  engraved  in  England,  on  one  side  having  the 
arms  of  Penn,  and  on  the  opposite  these  of  Lord  Baltimore.  Tliese  stones 
wore  firmly  set  every  five  miles.  At  the  end  of  cacli  intermediate  mile  a 
smaller  stone  was  placed,  having  on  one  side  engraved  the  letter  P.,  and  on  the 
oppo.'^ite  side  the  letter  AI.  The  remainder  of  the  line  was  finishi'd  and  marked 
in  1782-84  by  other  surveyors.  A vi^ta  v.'as  cut  through  the  forest  eight  yards  in 
width  the  whole  distance,  which  seemed  in  looking  back  through  it  to  come  to  a 
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point  at  the  distance  of  two  miles.  lu  lS4'.i.  the  stone  at  the  northeast  corner 
of  Marj'land  having  been  removed,  a resurvey  of  the  line  was  ordered,  and 
surveyors  were  a])nointod  by  the  three  States  of  Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and 
Maryland,  who  called  to  their  aid  Col.  J.imes  D.  Graham.  Some  few  errors 
were  discovered  in  the  old  survey,  but  in  the  main  it  was  found  to  be  accurate. 

Jol'iU  Penn,  grandson  of  the  founder,  and  son  of  Richard,  had  come  to  the 
colony  in  1754,  and,  having  acted  as  President  of  the  Council,  was,  in  .V7G3, 
commissioned  Governor  in  place  of  Hamilton.  The  conspira'cy  of  Pontiac, 
though  abortive  in  the  results  contemplated,  left  the  minds  of  the  Indiau.s  in 
a most  dangerous  state.  Tho  more  resolute,  who  had  entered  heartily  into  tho 
vie\v.s  of  their  leader,  still  felt  that  his  purposes  were  pairiotie,  and  hence 
sought,  by  every  means  possible,  to  ravage  and  destroy  the  English  settlements. 
The  Moravian  Indians  at  Nain  and  Mhehetuuh,  though  regarded  as  friendly, 
were  suspected  of  indirectly  aiding  in  the  savage  warfare  i3y  trading  firearms 
and  ammunition.  They  were  accordingly  removed  to  Philadelphia  that  they 
might  bo  out  of  the  way  of  temptation.  At  the  old  Indian  town  of  Conestoga 
there,  lived  soure  score  of  rnitives.  Many  heartless  murders  had  been  com- 
mitted along  tho  frontier,  and  the  perpetrators  had  been  traced  to  this  Con- 
estoga town  ; and  while  the  Conestoga  band  were  not  known  to  be  impli- 
caLod  in  theso  outrages,  their  town  was  regarded  as  the  lurking  place  of  roving 
savages  who  were.  For  protection,  the  settlers  in  the  neighboring  districts  of 
Paxton  and  Donegal,  had  organized  a band  known  as  the  Paxton  boys.  Earnest 
requ.ests  were  made  by  Rev.  John  Elder  and  John  Harris  to  the  Government 
to  lemove  this  band  at  Conestoga;  but  as  nothing  was  done,  and  fearful 
depredations  and  slaughter  continued,  a party  of  these  Paxton  rangers  attacked 
tho  town  and  put  the  savages  to  the  sword.  Some  few  escaped,  among  them  a 
known  bloodthirsty  savage,  who  were  talten  into  the  jail  at  Lancaster  for  pro- 
tection ; br.t  the  .vangers,  follotving  thorn,  overpowered  tho  jailer,  and  breaking 
into  the  jail  muidered  the  fugitives.  Intense  excitement  was  occasioned  by 
this  outbreak,  and  Gov.  Penn  issued  his  proclamation  offering  rewards  for  the 
apprehension  of  tUe  perpetrators.  Some  few  were  taken  ; but  so  excellent  was 
their  characLer  and  standing,  and  such  were  the  provocations,  that  no  convic- 
tions follow’ed.  Apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  the  Moravian  Indians  induced 
the  Government  to  remove  them  to  Province  Island,  and,  feeling  insecure 
There,  they  asked  to  be  sent  to  England.  For  safety,  they  were  sent  to  New 
York,  but  the  Governor  of  that  ju'ovince  refused  them  permission  to  land,  as 
did  also  the  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  and  they  wore  brought  back  to  Philadel- 
phia and  ])ut  in  barracks  under  strong  guard.  The  Paxton  boys,  in  a consider- 
able body,  were  at  that  time  at  Germantown  interceding  for  their  brethren, 
who  were  thon  in  durance  and  threatened  with  trial.  Franklin  was  sent  out 
to  confer  with  them  on  tlm  part  of  the  Government.  In  defending  their  course, 
they  said  : “ Whilst  more  than  a thousand  families,  reduced  to  extreme  dis- 

tress, during  the  last  and  present  war,  by  the  attacks  of  skulking  parties  of 
Indians  upon  the  frontier,  were  destitute,  and  were  suffered  by  the  public  to 
depend  on  private  charity,  a hundred  and  twenty  of  the  perpetrators  of  the 
most  horrid  barbarities  were  supported  by  the  province,  and  protected  from 
the  fury  of  tho  brave  relatives  of  the  murdered.”  Iniluonced  by  the  persua- 
sions of  Franklin,  they  consented  to  return  to  their  homes,  leaving  only 
Matthew  Smith  and  James  Gibson  to  represent  them  before  tho  courts. 
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OHAPTEE  XI. 


John  Penn,  1763-71™  James  Hamilton,  1771  — Richard  Penn,  1771-73  — John 


DIFFERENCE  having  arisen  between  the  Governor  and  Assembly  on  the 


vexed  question  of  levying  money,  the  Assembly  passed  a series  of  reso- 
lutions advocating  that  the  “ powers  of  government  ought  to  be  separated  from 
the  power  attending  the  immense  proprietary  property,  "and  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  the  King.”  After  an  interval  of  fifty  days — that  time  for  reheeticn 
and  discussion  might  be  given — the  Assembly  again  convened,  and  adopted  a 
petition  praying  the  King  to  assume  the  direct  government  of  the  province, 
though  this  policy  was  strongly  opposed  by  some  of  the  ablest  members,  as 
Isaac  Norris  and  John  Dickinson.  The  Quaker  element  was  generally  in 
favor  of  the  change. 

Indian  barbarities  still  continuing  along  the  frontier,  Gov.  Penn  declared 
war  against  the  Shawanese  and  Delawares  in  July,  1705,  and  sent  Col.  Bouquet 
with  a body  of  Pennsylvania  troops  against  them.  By  the  3d  of  October,  he 
had  come  up  to  the  kluskingum,  in  the  heart  of  the  most  tliickly  peopled 
Ijidiau  territory.  So  rapid  had  been  the  movement  of  Bouquet  that  the  savages 
had  no  intelligence  of  his  advance  until  he  was  upon  them  with  no  preparations 
for  defense.  They  sued  for  peace,  and  a treaty  was  entered  into  by  which  the 
savages  agi'eed  to  abstain  from  further  hostilities  until  a general  treaty  could 
be  concluded  with  Sir  'William  Johnson,  the  general  agent  for  Indian  affairs 
for  all  the  colonies,  and  to  deliver  up  all  English  captives  who  had  been  carried 
away  during  the  years  of  trouble.  Two  hundred  and  eight  were  quickly 
gathered  up  and  brought  in,  and  many  others  were  to  follow,  who  were  now 
widely  scattered.  The  relatives  of  many  of  these  captives  liad  proceedt-d  with 
the  train  of  Bouquet,  intent  on  reclaiming  those  who  had  been  dear  to  them. 
Some  wore  joyfully  received,  while  others  who  had  been  borne  off  in  youth  had 
become  attached  to  their  captors,  and  force  was  necessary  to  bring  them  avray. 
“ On  the  return  of  the  army,  some  of  the  Indians  obtained  leave  to  accompany 
their  former  ca]itives  to  Fort  Pitt,  and  employed  themselves  in  hunting  and 
carrying  provisions  for  them  on  the  road.” 

The  great  struggle  for  the  independence  of  the  colonies  of  the  British 
crown  was  now  close  at  hand,  and  the  tirst  sounds  of  the  controversy  were  be- 
ginning to  be  heard.  Sir  William  Keith,  that  enterprising  Governor  w'ho.se 
head  seemed  to  have  been  full  of  new  projects,  as  early  as  1739  had  p>roposed 
to  lay  a uniform  tax  on  stamped  paper  in  all  the  colonies,  to  realize  funds  fo]' 
the  common  defense.  Acting  upon  this  hint,  Grenville,  the  British  Minister, 
notitied  the  colonists  in  1763  of  his  ]uu'poso  to  impose  such  a tax.  Against 
this  they  remonstrated.  Instead  of  this,  a tax  on  imports,  to  be  paid  in  coin, 
was  adopted.  This  w’as  even  more  distasteful.  The  Assembly  of  Rhode 
Island,  in  October,  1705,  submitted  a paper  to  all  the  colonial  assemblies,  wdtb 
a view  to  uniting  in  a common  petition  to  the  King  against  parliamentary 
taxation.  This  was  favorably  acted  on  by  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
Franklin  was  appoii\ted  agent  to  represent  their  cause  before  the  Briti.^^h  Par- 
liament. The  Stamp  Act  had  been  passed  on  tho  22d  of  March,  1705.  Its 
passage  excited  bitter  opposition,  and  a resolution,  asserting  that  the  Colonial 
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Assemblies  liad  the  exclusive  right  to  levy  taxes,  was  passed  by  the  Virginia 
Assembly,  and  concurred  in  by  all  the  others.  The  Ma.ssachusett.s  Assembly 
proposed  a meeting  of  delegates  in  New  York  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  October, 

1705,  to  confer  upon  the  sul)joct.  The  Pennsylvania  As.somb!y  adoT)ted  the 
suggestion,  and  appointed  Messrs.  Fox,  Morton.  Bryan  and  Dickenson  as  dele- 
gaies.  This  Ouugress  met  according  to  the  call  and  adopted  a respectful  pe- 
tition to  the  King,  and  a memorial  to  Parliament,  which  were  signed  by  all 
Ibe  members  anct  forwarded  for  jiresentatiou  by  the  Colonial  Agents  in  En- 
gland. The  Stamp  Act  was  to  go  into  effect  on  the  1st  of  November.  On  the 
last  day  of  October,  the  nev/spapers  were  dressed  in  mourning,  and  suspended 
publication.  The  publishers  agreed  not  to  use  the  stamped  pajrer.  The 
people,  as  with  one  mind,  determined  to  dress  in  homespun,  resolved  not  to 
use  improrted  goods,  and,  to  stimulate  the  pn’oduetiou  of  wool  the  colonists  cov- 
enanted not  to  eat  lamb  for  the  space  of  one  year.  The  result  of  this  policy 
was  soon  felt  by  British  manufacturers  who  became  clamorous  for  repeal  of 
the  obnoxious  measures,  and  it  was  accordinglv  repealed  on  the  iSth  of  IMarcL, 

1706. 

Determined  in  some  form  to  draw  a revenue  from  the  colonies,  an  act  waa 
passed  in  1767,  to  lay  a duty  on  tea,  pvaper,  printens’  colors,  and  glass.  The  As- 
sembly of  Pennsylvania  passed  a resolution  on  the  20ih  of  Felrruary,  170S, 
instructing  its  agent  in  London  to  urge  its  repeal,  and  at  the  session  in  May 
received  and  entered  upon  its  minutes  a circular  letter  from  the  Massachusetts 
Assembly,  setting  forth  the  grounds,  on  which  objection,  to  the  act  should  he 
urged.  This  circular  occasioned  hostile  feeling  among  the  ministry,  and  the 
Secretary  for  foreign  afi’airs  wi’ote  to  Gov.  Penn  to  urge  the  Assembly  to 
take  no  notice  of  it;  but  if  they  approved  its  sentiments,  to  prorogue  their 
sittings.  This  letter  was  transmitted  to  the  Assembly,  and  soou  after  one 
from  the  Virginia  Assembly  was  presented,  urging  union  of  ail  the  colonies 
in  opposing  the  several  schemes  of  taxation.  This  recommendation  was 
adopted,  and  committees  appointed  to  draw  a petition  to  the  King  and  to  each 
of  the  Houses  of  Parliament.  To  lead  public  sentiment,  and  have  it  well 
groiuided  in  the  arguments  used  against  taxation,  John  Dickinson,  one  of  the 
ablest  of  the  Pennsylvania  legislators  at  this  time,  published  a number  of 
articles  purporting  to  come  from  a plain  farmer,  under  the  title  of  ihe  Fanner's 
Letters,  which  irecame  popular,  the  idea  that  they  were  the  svork  of  one  in 
humble  life,  hel['ing  to  swell  the  tide  of  popularity.  They  ere  republished 
in  all  the  colonies,  and  exerted  a commanding  infiuence.  Alarmed  at  the 
unanimity  of  feeling  against  the  proposed  scheme-s,  and  supposing  that  it  was 
the  amount  of  the  tax  that  gave  offense,  Parliament  reduced  the  rate  in  1760 
to  one  si-xth  of  the  original  sum,  and  in  1770  abolished  it  altogether,  except 
three  pence  a pound  on  tea  But  it  was  the  principle,  and  not  the  amount 
that  w’as  objected  to,  and  at  the  next  se,ssion  of  the  Assembly  in  Pennsylvania, 
their  agent  in  London  was  directed  to  urge  its  repeal  altogether. 

It  would  seem  incredible  that  the  colony  of  Connecticut  should  lay  claim 
to  any  part  of  the  territory  of  Pennsylvania,  but  so  it  was.  The  New  En- 
gland charters  gave  limitless  extent  westward  even  to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  and  south  to  the  northern  limits  of  the  tract  ceded  to  Lord  Baltimore — 
the  territory  between  the  -10th  and  40th  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  from 
ocean  to  ocean.  To  encroach  upon  New  York  with  its  teaming  popu- 
lation was  not  calculated  to  tempt  the  enterprise  of  the  settler;  but 
the  rich  virgin  soil,  and  agreeable  climate  of  the  wide  Wyoming  Val- 
ley, as  yet  umippropriated,  was  likely  to  attract  the  eye  of  the  explorers 
Accordingly,  at  the  general  conference  with  tiro  Indians  held  at  Albany 
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in  1754,  tho  Comioeticut  delegates  made  a pnrcliase  of  a largo  trart  in 
this  valley,  a company,  knovn  as  the  Snsqnohaima  Company,  was  formi'il  in 
Connecticut  io  promote  tho  settlement  of  these  lands,  and  a considerahlo  im- 
migration  eommenced.  The  proprietors  of  Pennsylvania  had  also  made  pur- 
rhas.''  ed  Indians  of  these  identical  lands,  and  the  royal  charters  of  Ciiailcs 
and  James  covered  this  ground.  But  tho  Phrmouth  Charter  an ledated  Pomva. 
Itemonstrances  were  made  to  the  (Tovernor  of  Connecticut  against  encroact!. 
ments  upon  tho  territory  of  Pennsylvania.  The  answer  returned  was  umha- 
etood  to  disclaim  any  control  over  the  company  hy  the  Connecticut  authoj  it 
but  it  subsecptently  appeared  that  the  Government  was  determined  to  diJeud 
tho  Efttlerr.  in  the  possession  of  their  lands.  In  1708,  the  )>roprietors  of  P'mn- 
sylvauia  entered  into  treaty  stipulationis  with  the  Indians  for  all  this  tract  cov- 
ered by  the  claim  of  the  Susquehanna  Company.  Pennsylvania  aottiors, 
attracted  by  the  beauty  of  the  place,  gradually  acquired  lands  under  Peuu- 
8}lvania  patents,  and  the  two  parties  began  to  infringe  on  each  other’s  claim.^j. 
Forts  and  block-houses  were  erected  for  the  protection  of  either  party,  and  a 
petty  warfare  was  kept  up,  which  resulted  in  some  loss  of  life.  Butler,  the 
leader  of  the  Connecticut  party,  proposed  to  settle  their  differences  by  jaer- 
sonr.l  combat  of  thirty  picked  men  on  each  side.  In  order  to  assert  more  direct 
legal  control  over  the  settlers,  a new  county  was  formed  which  was  called 
Northumberland,  that  embraced  all  the  disputed  lands.  But  the  Sheriff,  even 
with  the  aid  of  the  militia,  which  he  called  to  his  assistance,  was  unable  to 
execute  his  processes,  and  exercise  legal  control,  the  New  Englanders,  proving 
a resolute  set,  determined  to  hold  the  splendid  fai’ms  which  they  had  marked 
out  for  themselves,  and  were  bringing  rapidly  under  cultivation.  To  tho  re- 
monstrances of  Gov.  Penn,  Gov.  Trumbull  responded  that  the  Susquehanna  Com- 
pany was  proceeding  in  good  faith  under  2;irovisions  secured  by  the  charter  of 
the  Plymouth  Colony,  and  proposed  that  the  cpiestion  be  submitted  to  a com- 
petent tribunal  for  arbitrament.  A.n  ex  j^arte  statement  was  submitted  to 
Council  ill  London  by  the  Connecticut  party,  and  an  opinion  was  rendered 
favorable  to  its  claims.  In  September,  1775,  the  matter  was  submitted  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  and  a committee  of  that  body,  to  whom  it  was  referred, 
reported  in  favor  of  the  Connecticut  claim,  apportioning  a tract  out  of  the 
very  bowels  of  Pennsylvania  nearly  as  largo  as  the  whole  State  of  Connecticut. 
This  action  was  promptly  rejected  by  the  Assembly  of  Penirsylvania,  and  a 
final  decision  was  not  reached  until  1802,  when  Congress  decided  in  favor  of 
the  integrity  of  the  chartered  rights  of  Penn. 

Richard  Penn,  son  of  the  founder,  died  in  1771,  whereupon  Gov.  John 
Pena  returned  to  England,  leaving  the  President  of  the  Council,  James  Ham- 
ilton, at  the  head  of  the  Government.  John  Penn,  eldest  son  of  Richard,  suc- 
ceeded to  tho  proprietary  interests  of  his  father,  which  he  held  in  conjunction 
with  his  uncle,  Thomas,  and  in  October  of  the  same  year,  Richard,  the  second 
eon,  was  commissioned  Governor.  Ho  held  the  office  but  about  two  years,  and 
in  that  time  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people,  and  so  much  attached 
was  he  to  the  popular  cause,  that  upon  his  return  to  England,  in  1775,  he  was 
intrusted  by  Congress  with  the  last  petition  of  the  colonies  ever  presented  to 
tho  King.  In  August,  1778,  John  Penn  returned  with  the  commission  of 
Governor,  superseding  hi.s  brother  Richard.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  the  Gov- 
ernor of  Yirgiiiia,  Lord  Dunmore,  issued  his  proclamation,  laying  claim  to  a 
vast  territory  in  the  Monongalia  Valley,  including  the  site  of  tho  present 
city  of  Pittsburgh,  and  upon  the  withdrawal  of  the  British  garrison,  one  Con- 
nolly bad  taken  possession  of  it  in  the  name  of  Virginia.  Gov.  Penn  issued  a 
counter-proclamation,  calling  on  all  good  citizens  wit'niu  the  borders  of  Penn- 
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svlvania,  to  preserve  their  allegiance  to  his  (Tovernment,  seized  and  imprisoned 
Connolly,  and  sent  Commissioners  to  Virginia  to  effect  an  amicable  settlement. 
These,  Dnnraore  refused  to  bear,  and  was  ijroparing  to  assert  his  authority  by 
force;  but  his  Council  refused  to  vote  him  money  for  this  jjurposo. 

To  encourage  the  sale  of  tea  in  the  colouie.s.  and  establish  the  principle  of 
taxation,  the  export  duty  was  removed.  The  colonies  took  the  alarm.  At  a 
public  moeting  called  in  Philadelphia  to  consider  the  subject,  on  the  18th  of 
October,  J773,  resolutions  were  adopted  in  which  it  was  declared  : “ That  the 
disposal  of  their  own  property  is  the  inherent  right  of  freemen;  that  there  can 
be  no  propjerty  in  that  which  another  can,  of  right,  take  from  us  without  our 
consent;  that  the  claim  of  Parliament  to  tax  Amoi  ica,  is,  in  other  words,  a claim 
of  right  to  levy  cotitributions  on  us  at  pleasure.’’  The  East  India  Compmny 
now  made  preparations  for  sending  large  importations  of  tea  into  the  coioniea. 
The  ships  destined  for  Philadelphia  and  Nevr  York,  on  appjroaehing  port,  and 
being  advised  of  the  exasperated  state  of  pjublic  feeling,  returned  to  England 
with  their  cargoes.  Those  sent  to  Boston  came  into  the  harbor;  but  at  night  a 
jrarty  disguised  as  Mohawk  Indians  boarded  the  vessels,  and  breaking  open 
the  package.s,  emptied  SOU  chests  into  the  sea.  The  ministry,  on  being  apprised 
of  this  act,  closed  the  pjurt  of  Boston,  and  subverted  the  colonial  charter. 
Early  in  the  year,  committees  of  correspondence  had  been  established  in  all 
the  colonies,  by  means  of  which  the  temper  and  feeling  in  each  was  rveli  un- 
derstood by  the  others,  and  concert  of  action  was  secured.  The  hard  condi- 
tions imposed  on  the  town  of  Boston  and  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
aroused  the  symj-athy  of  ail;  for,  they  argued,  we  know  not  how  soon  the  heavy 
hand  of  op)pmession  may  be  felt  by  any  of  us.  Philadelphia  declared  at  a pub- 
lic meeting  that  the  people  of  Pennsylvania  would  continue  tirmly  to  adhere 
to  the  cause  of  American  liberty,  and  ui’ged  the  calling  of  a Congress  of  dele- 
gates to  consider  the  general  interests. 

At  a meeting  held  in  Philadelphia  on  the  18th  of  June,  177-1,  at  which 
nearly  8,000  people  were  convened,  it  was  decided  that  a Continental  Congress 
ought  to  1>G  held,  and  appointed  a committee  of  correspondence  to  communi- 
cate with  similar  committees  in  the  several  counties  of  Pennsylvania  and  in  the 
several  colonies.  On  the  loth  of  July,  1774,  delegates  from  all  the  counties, 
sumraoned  by  this  committee,  as.sembled  in  Philadelphia,  and  declared  that 
there  existed  an  absolute  necessity  for  a Colonial  Congress.  They  accordingly 
recommended  that  the  Assembly  appoint  delegates  to  such  a Congress  to 
represent  Pennsylvania,  and  Joseph  Galloway,  Samuel  Bhoads,  George  Boss, 
Edward  Biddle,  John  Dickinson,  Charles  Humphries  and  Thomas  Mifflin  -were 
appointed. 

C)n  the  4th  of  Septemoer,  1774,  the  lirst  Continental  Congress  assembled  in 
Philadelphia.  Peyton  Bandolph,  of  Virginia,  was  called  to  preside,  and 
Charles  Thom.son,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  appointed  Secretary.  It  was  resolved 
that  no  more  goods  be  imported  from  England,  and  that  unless  a paciffcation 
was  effected  previously,  no  more  Colonial  produce  of  the  .soil  be  exj>orted 
thither  after  September  10,  1775.  A declaration  of  rights  was  adopted,  and 
addresses  to  the  King,  the  people  of  Great  Britain,  and  of  British  -America 
were  agreed  to,  after  which  the  Congress  adjourned  to  meet  again  on  the  10th 
of  May,  1775. 

In  January,  1775,  another  meeting  of  the  county  delegates  was  held  in 
Philadelphia,  at  which  the  action  of  the  Colonial  Congress  was  approved,  and 
while  a restoration  of  harmony  with  the  mother  country  was  desired,  yet  if 
the  arbitiary  acts  of  Parliament  were  persisted  in,  they  would  at  every  hazard 
defend  the  “ rights  and  liberties  of  America.”  The  delegates  appointed  to 
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represent  the  colony  in  the  Second  Congress  were  Mifllin,  Humphries,  Biddle. 
Dickinson,  Morton,  Franklin,  "Wilson  and  Willing. 

The  goTGim n'Ont  of  Great  Britain  had  determined  with  a strong  hand  to 
compel  obedience  to  its  l)ehesls.  On  the  19th  of  April,  1775,  w'as  fought  the 
brtt.G  of  Lexington,  and  the  erim.son  fountain  was  opened.  That  h)lovv  was 
felt  alike  through  all  the  colonies.  The  cause  of  one  was  the  cause  of  all. 
A public  meeting  was  held  in  Philadelphia,  at  which  it  was  resolved  to  organize 
iiiiiitarv  companies  in  all  the  counties.  The  Assembly  heartily  seconded  these 
views,  and  engaged  to  provide  for  the  pay  of  the  militia  while  in  service. 
The  Second  Congress,  which  met  in  May,  ju’ovided  for  organizing  a continental 
army,  fixing  the  cpaota  for  Pennsylvania  at  4,300  men.  The  Assembly  adopted 
the  recommendation  of  Congress,  provided  for  arming,  disciplining  and  pay- 
ing: the  militia,  recommended  the  organizing  minuLemen ' for  service  in  an 
emergency,  made  appropriations  for  the  defense  of  the  city,  and  offered  a pre- 
niinm  on  the  production  of  salt  peter.  Complications  hourly  thickened.  Ticon- 
deroga  was  captured  on  the  10th  of  IMay,  and  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  was 
fought  on  the  17th  of  June.  On  the  15th  of  June,  George  W'ashington  was 
appointed  Cornmander-in-chief  of  the  Continental  Army,  supported  by  four 
Major  Generals  and  eight  Brigadiers. 

The  royal  Goveimors  were  now  an  incumbrance  greatly  in  the  way  of  the 
popular  movement,  as  wmre  also  the  Assemblies  where  they  refused  to  represent 
the  popular  will.  Accordingly,  Cougres.s  recoinmended  that  the  several  col- 
onios  should  adopt  such  government  as  should  ‘‘  best  conduce  to  the  happiness 
and  safety  of  their  constituents  in  particular  and  America  in  general.”  This 
meant  that  each  colony  should  set  up  a government  for  itself  independent  of 
the  Crown.  Accordingly,  a public  meeting  was  held  in  Philadelphia,  at 
which  it  was  resolved  that  the  present  Assembly  is  “ not  competent  to  the  pres- 
ent exigencies  of  affairs,”  and  that  a new  form  of  government  ought  to  be 
adopted  as  recommended  by  Congress.  The  city  commitlee  of  correspondence 
called  on  the  county  committees  to  secure  the  election  of  delegates  to  a colonial 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  considering  this  subject.  On  the  18th  of  J'uue, 
the  meeting  was  held  in  Philadelphia,  and  was  organized  by  electing  TLoma.s 
McKean  President.  It  resolved  to  call  a convention  to  frame  a new  con- 
stitution, provided  the  legal  forms  to  be  observed,  and  issued  an  address  to 
the  peo}>le. 

Having  thus  b}‘  frequent  argumentation  grov/n  familiar  vrith  the  declara- 
tion of  the  inherent  rights  of  every  citizen,  and  with  flatly  declaring  to  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  that  it  had  no  right  to  pursue  this  policy  or  that, 
and  the  several  States  having  been  recommended  to  absolve  them.selves  from 
allegieuce  to  the  royal  governments,  and  set  up  independent  colonial  govern- 
ments of  their  own,  it  was  a natural  inference,  and  but  a step  further,  to  de- 
clare the  colonies  entirely  independent  of  the  British  Government,  and  to  or- 
ganize for  themselves  a general  continental  government  to  hold  the  place  of  King 
and  Parliament.  The  idea  of  independence  had  been  seriously  proposed,  and 
several  Colonial  Assemblies  had  passed  resolutions  strongly  recommending  it. 
And  yet  there  were  those  of  ago  and  experience  who  had  supported  independ- 
ent principles  in  the  stages  of  argumentation,  before  action  wa.s  demanded, 
when  they  approached  the  brink  of  the  fatal  chasm,  and  had  to  decide 
whether  to  take  the  leap,  hesitated.  There  were  those  in  the  Assembly  of 
Pennsylvania  who  w’ere  reluctant  to  advise  independence;  but  the  majority 
voteil  to  recommend  its  delegates  to  unite  with  tlie  other  colonies  for  the  com- 
mon good.  The  convention  which  had  provided  for  holding  a meeting  of  del- 
egates to  frame  a now  constitution,  voted  in  favor  of  independence,  and  au- 
thorized the  raising  of  G.ObO  militia. 
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On  the  7th  of  June,  177G,  Richard  Henry  Lee,  of  Virginia,  introduced  in 
Congress  the  proposition  that,  “the  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought  to 
})e,  free  and  independent  States,  and  that  ail  political  connection  between 
them  and  the  State  of  Great  Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved.'’ 
It  was  impossible  to  mistake  or  misinterpret  the  meaning  of  this  language. 
The  issue  was  fairly  made  up.  It  was  warmly  discussed.  John  Dickinson, 
one  of  the  Pennsylvania  delegates,  and  one  w’ho  had  been  foremost  in  speak- 
ing and  Vv'j’iting  on  the  popular  side,  was  not  ready  to  cut  off  all  hope  of  rec- 
onciliation, and  depicted  tlie  disorganized  condition  in  Vvhich  the  colonies 
would  be  left  if  the  power  and  protection  of  Britain  wei>e  thus  suddenly  re- 
moved. The  vole  upon  the  resolution  was  taken  on  the  2d  of  July,  and  re- 
sulted in  the  aftinDative  vote  of  all  the  States  except  Pennsylvania  and 
Delaware,  the  delegates  from  these  States  being  divided.  A committee  con- 
sisting of  Adams,  Franklin,  Jefferson,  Livingston  and  Sherman  bad  been,  some 
i.imo  previous,  appointed  to  draw  a formal  statement  of  the  Declaration,  and 
the.  reasons  “out  of  a decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  mankind,”  which  led 
to  so  important  an.  act.  The  work  was  intrusted  to  a snb-committee  consisting  of 
Adams  and  Jefferson,  and  its  composition  was  the  work  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  though 
many  of  the  ideas,  and  even  the  forms  of  expression,  had  been  used  again  and 
again  in  the  previous  resolutions  and  prouunci  amen  toes  of  the  Colonial  Assem- 
blies and  public  meetings.  It  had  been  I'eported  on  the  2Stb  of  June,  and  was 
rbarply  considered  in  all  its  parts,  many  verbal  alterationshaving  been  made  in 
the  committee  of  five;  but  after  the  passage  of  the  preliminary  resolution,  the 
result  Avas  a foregone  conclusion,  and  on  the  4th  of  July  it  was  finally  adopted 
and  proclaimed  to  the  wmrld.  Of  the  Pennsylvania  delegation,  Franklin, 
Wilson  and  Morton  voted  for  it,  and  Willing  and  Humphrey  against,  Dickin- 
son being  absent.  The  colonial  convention  of  Pennsylvania,  being  in  session 
at  the  time,  on  receiving  intelligence  that  a majority  of  its  delegates  in  Con- 
gress had  voted  against  the  pi'eliminary  resolution,  named  a new  delegation, 
omitting  the  names  of  Dickinson,  V\'illing  and  Humphrey,  and  adding  otheiu 
which  made  it  thus  constituted — Franklin,  Wilson,  Morton,  Morris,  Clymer, 
Smith,  Taylor  and  Ross.  An  engrossed  copy  of  the  Declaration  was  made, 
wFich  was  signed  by  all  the  members  on  the  2d  of  August  following,  on 
which  are  found  the  names  from  Pennsylvania  above  recited. 

The  convention  for  framing  a new  constitution  for  the  colony  met  on  the 
loth  of  July,  and  was  organized  by  electing  Franklin  President,  and  on  the 
2Sth  of  September  completed  its  labors,  having  framed  a new  organic  law 
and  made  all  necessary  provisions  for  putting  it  into  operation.  In  the  mean- 
time the  old  proprietary  Assembly  adjourned  on  the  14th  of  June  to  the  28th 
of  August.  But  a quorum  failed  to  appear,  and  an  adjournment  was  had  to 
xhe  23d  of  September,  Avhen  some  routine  business  was  attended  to,  chiefly 
providing  for  the  payment  of  salaries  and  necessary  bills,  and  on  the  28th  of 
vSeptember,  after  a stormy  existence  of  nearly  a century,  this  Assembly,  the 
creature  of  Penn,  adjourned  never  to  meet  again.  With  the  ending  of  the  As- 
sembly ended  the  power  of  Gov.  Penn.  It  is  a singular  circumstance,  much 
noted  by  the  believers  in  signs,  that  on  the  day  of  his  arrival  in  America, 
which  was  Sunday,  the  earth  in  that  locality  was  rocked  by  an  earthquake, 
which  was  intei  preted  as  an  evil  omen  to  his  administration.  He  married  the 
daughter  of  William  Allen,  Chief  Justice  of  the  colony,  and,  though  at  times 
falling  under  suspicion  of  favoring  the  royal  cause,  yet,  as  was  believed,  not 
with  reason,  he  remained  a quiet  spectator  of  the  great  struggle,  living  at  his 
country  seat  in  Bucks  County,  whei'e  ho  died  in  February,  1705. 

The  titles  of  the  proprietors  to  landed  estates  weie  suspended  by  the  action 
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of  the  convention,  and  on  the  27th  of  November,  1779,  tho  Legislature  passed 
an  act  vesting  these  estates  in  the  commonwealth,  but  paying  the  pi’oprietors  a 
gratuity  of  £100,000,  “in  remembrance  of  the  enterprising  spirit  of  the 
Founder.”  This  act  did  not  touch  the  private  estates  of  the  proprietors,  nor 
the  tenths  of  manors.  The  Britioh  Government,  in  1790,  in  consideration  of 
the  fact  that  it  had  been  unable  to  viudicale  its  authority  over  tho  colony,  and 
alibi’d  })rotection  to  the  proprietors  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  chartered  rights, 
voted  an  annnity  of  £4,000  to  the  heirs  and  descendants  oi  Penn.  This  annuity 
has  been  regularly  paid  to  the  . present  time,  1884. 


CHAPTEE  XII 

Thomas  YVhakton,  Jr.,  17T7-7S— George  Bryan,  1778— JosurH  Heed,  177S-81 — 
Wixnrx.AM  JiooRE,  1781-82 — John  Dicionson,  1782-85— Benjamin  Franklin, 
1785-88.  - 

convention  which  framed  the  constitution  appointed  a Committee  of 
JL.  Safeti’,  consisting  of  twenty-five  members,  to  whom  was  intrusted  the 
government  of  tho  colony  until  the  proposed  constitution  should  be  framed  and 
put  in  operation.  Thomas  Eittenhouse  was  chosen  President  of  this  body, 
who  was  consequently  in  eflect  Governor.  The  new  constitution,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted  on  tho  2Sth  of  September,  was  to  take  eiiect  from  its 
passage.  It  provided  for  an  Assembly  to  be  elected  annually;  a Supreme  Ex- 
ecutive Council  of  twelve  members  to  be  elected  for  a term  of  thi’ee  years;  As- 
semblymen to  be  eligible  but  four  years  out  of  seven,  and  Gonncilmen  but 
one  term  in  seven  years.  Members  of  Congress  were  chosen  by  the  Assembly. 
The  constitution  could  not  be  changed  for  seven  years.  It  provided  for  the 
election  of  censors  every  seven  years,  who  were  to  decide  whether  there  was 
a demand  for  its  revision.  If  so,  they  were  to  call  a convention  for  the  pur- 
pose. On  the  6th  of  August,  1776,  Thomas  Wharton,  Jr.,  was  chosen  Presi- 
dent of  the  Council  of  Safety. 

The  struggle  with  tho  parent  country  was  now  fully  inaugurated.  The 
Briti.sh  Parliament  had  declared  the  colonists  rebels,  had  voted  a force  of 
55,000  men,  and  in  addition  had  hired  17.000  Hessian  soldiers,  to  subdue  them. 
The  Congre.ss  on  its  part  had  declared  the  objects  for  which  arms  had  been 
taken  up,  and  had  issued  bills  of  credit  to  the  amount  of  §6,000,000.  Par- 
liiiment  had  resolved  upon  a vigorous  campaign,  to  strike  heavy  and  rapid 
blows,  a7id  quickly  end  tho  war.  The  first  campaign  had  been  conducted  in 
Massachusetts,  and  by  the  efficient  conduct  of  Washington,  Gen.  Howe,  the 
leader  of  the  British,  was  compelled  to  capitulate  and  withdraw  to  Halifax  in 
March,  1776.  On  the  2Sth  of  June,  Sir  Henry  Clinton,  with  a strong  detach- 
ment, in  conjunction  with  Sir  Peter  Parker  of  the  navy,  made  a combined 
land  and  naval  attack  upon  the  defenses  of  Charleston  Harbor,  where  he  was 
met  by  Gen.  "William  Mo'altrie,  with  the  Carolina  Militia,  and  after  a severe 
battle,  in  v,'hich  the  British  fleet  was  roughly  handled,  Clinton  withdrew  and 
returned  to  NewT’ork,  whither  tho  main  body  of  Iho  British  Army,  under  Gen. 
Howe,  had  come,  and  where  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  with  a large  fleet  directly 
from  England,  joined  them.  To  this  formidable  power  led  by  the  best  talent 
in  the  British  Army,  M'ashingtou  could  muster  no  adeq\iate  force  to  oppose, 
and  he  was  obliged  to  withdraw  from  Long  Island,  from  New  York,  from 
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Harleru,  from  White  Plains,  to  cross  into  New  Jei’sey,  and  abandon  position 
after  position,  until  lie  ha«l  reached  the  right  bank  of  the  Delaware  on  Penn- 
sylvania soil.  A,  heavy  detachment  under  Cornwallis  followed,  and  would 
have  crossed  the  Delaware  in  pursuit,  but  advised  to  a cautious  policy  by 
Howe,  ho  waited  for  ice  to  form  on  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  before  passing 
over.  The  fall  of  Philadeliihia  now  seemed  imminent.  Washington  had  not 
suLliciont  force  to  face  the  whole  power  of  the  British  Aa-my.  On  the  2d  of 
llpcembe.v,  the  Supreme  Council  ordered  all  places  of  business  in  the  city  to 
be  closed,  the  schools  to  be  dismissed,  and  advised  preparation  for  removing 
the  women  and  children  and  valuables.  On  the  12th,  the  Congress  which  was 
in  session  here  adjourned  to  meet  in  Baltimore,  taking  with  them  all  p.apers 
and  public  records,  and  leaving  a committee,  of  which  Robert  Morris  was 
Chairman,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  Washington  for  the 'safety  of  the  place. 
Gen.  Putnam  was  dispatched  on  the  same  day  wilh  a detachment  of  soldiers 
to  take  command  in  the  city. 

In  this  emergency  the  Council  issued  a stirring  address;  “If  you  wish 
to  live  in  freedom,  and  are  determined  to  maintain  that  best  boon  of  heaven, 
you  have  no  time  to  deliberate.  A manly  resistance  will  secui-e  every  bless- 
ing, inactivity  and  sloth  will  bring  horror  and  destruction.  * * May 

heaven,  which  has  bestowed  the  blessings  of  liVrerty  upon  you,  awaken  you  to 
a proper  sense  of  your  danger  and  arouse  that  manly  spirit  of  virtuous  resolu- 
tion which  has  ever  bidden  defiance  to  the  efiorts  of  tyranny.  May  you  ever 
have  die  gloriou.s  prize  of  liberty  in  view,  and  bear  with  a becoming  fortitude 
tne  fatigues  and  severities  of  a winter  campaign.  That,  and  that  only,  will 
entitle  you  to  the  superlative  distinction  of  being  deemed,  under  God,  the 
deliverers  of  your  country.”  Such  were  the  arguments  which  our  fathers 
made  use  of  in  conducting  the  struggle  against  the  British  Empire. 

Washington,  who  had,  from  the  opening  of  the  campaign  before  New 
York,  been  obliged  for  the  most  part  to  act  upon  the  defensive,  formed  the 
plan  to  suddenly  turn  upon  his  pursuers  and  offer  battle.  A^ccordiugly,  on 
the  night  of  the  25th  of  December,  taking  a picked  body  of  men,  he  moved  up 
several  miles  to  Taylorsville,  where  he  crossed  the  river,  though  at  flood  tide 
and  filled  with  floating  ice,  and  moving  down  to  Trenton,  where  a detachment 
of  the  British  Army  was  posted,  made  a bold  and  vigorous  attack.  Taken  by 
surprise,  though  now  after  sunrise,  tlie  battle  was  soon  decided  in  favor  of 
the  Americans.  Some  fifty  of  the  enemy  were  slain  and  over  a thousand 
taken  prisoners,  with  quantities  of  arms,  ammunition  and  stores  captimed.  A 
triumphal  entry  was  made  at,  Philadelphia,  when  the  prisoners  and  the  spoils 
of  war  moved  through  the  streets  uudor  guard  of  the  victorious  troops,  and 
wore  II  arched  away  to  the  prison  camp  at  Lancaster.  Washington,  who  was 
smarting  under  a forced  inactivity,  by  reason  of  paucity  of  numbers  and  lack 
of  arms  aud  material,  and  who  had  been  forced  constantly  to  retire  before  a 
defiant  foe,  now  took  courage.  His  name  was  upon  every  tongue,  and  foreign 
Governments  were  disposed  to  give  tho  States  a fair  chance  in  their  struggle 
for  nationality.  Tho  lukewarm  were  encouraged  to  enlist  under  the  banner  of 
freedom.  It  had  great  strategic  value.  The  British  had  intended  to  push 
forward  and  occupy  Philadelphia  at  once,  which,  being  now  virtually  the  ca[i- 
ital  of  tho  new  nation,  had  it  been  captured  at  this  juncture,  would  have  given 
them  the  occasion  for  claiming  a triumphal  euding  of  the  war.  But  this  ad. 
vantage,  though  gained  by  a detachment  smalt  in  numbers  yet  great  in  cour- 
age, caused  the  commander  of  a powerful  and  well  appointed  army  to  give  up 
all  intention  of  attemjuing  to  capture  tho  Pennsylvania  metro[)olis  in  this 
campaign,  and  retiring  into  winter  cantonments  u[)Ou  tho  Raritan  to  await 
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the  settled  weather  of  the  spring  for  an  entiroly  new  cast  of  oporatioiis. 
'Washington,  emboldened  by  his  success,  led  all  his  forces  into  New  Jersey, 
&T,d  pushing  past  Trenton,  where  Cornwallis,  the  royal  leader,  had  brought 
his  main  body  by  a forced  march,  under  cover  of  darkness,  attacked  the 
British  reserves  at  Princeton.  But  now  the  enemy  had  become  wary'  and  vig- 
ilant, and,  summoned  Iw  the  booming  of  cannon,  Cornwallis  hastened  bade  to 
the  relief  of  his  hard  pressed  eohmins.  Washington,  tinding  that  the  enemy^’s 
"•hole  army  wr^s  within  easy'  call  and  knowing  that  ho  had  no  hope  of  success 
with  his  weak  ari'uy,  withdrew.  Washington  notv  went  into  winter  quarters  at 
Morristown,  and  by  constant  vigi  lance  was  able  to  gather  maraxtding  parties 
of  the  British  who  ventured  far  away  from  their  works. 

Putnam  commenced  foitifications  at  a point  below  Philadelphia  upon  the 
Delaware,  and  at  commanding  positions  upon  the  outskirts,  and  on  being 
summoned  to  the  army  was  succeeded  by  Gen.  Irvine,  and  he  by  Gen.  Gates. 
On  the  4th  of  March,  1777,  the  two  Houses  of  tlie  Legislature,  elected  under 
the  new  constitution,  assembled,  and  in  joint  convention  chose  Thomas 
Wharton,  Jr., President,  and  George  Bryan'Vuce  President.  Penn  had  expressed 
the  idea  that  power  was  preserved  the  better  by  due  formality  and  ceremony, 
and,  acoordi'ugly,  this  event  was  celebrated  with  much  pomp,  the  result  being 
declared  in  a loud  voice  from  the  court  house,  amid  the  shouts  of  the  gathei  ed 
throngs  and  the  booming  of  the  captured  cannon  brought  from  the  held  of 
Trenton.  The  title  bestowed  upon  the  new  chief  ofBcer  of  the  State  ■was  htted 
by' its  length  and  high-sounding  epithets  to  inspire  the  multitude  with  awe  and 
reverence.  “His  Excellency',  Thomas  Wharton,  Junior,  Esquire,  President  of 
the  Supreme  Executive  Council  of  Pennsylvania,  Captain  General,  and  Com- 
mander-in-chief in  and  over  the  same.” 

While  the  enemy  was  disposed  to  be  cautious  after  the  New'  Jersey  cam- 
paign so  humiliating  to  the  native  pride  of  the  Britain,  yet  he  w'as  determined 
to  bring  all  available  forces  into  the  held  for  the  campaign  of  1777,  and  to 
strike  a decisive  blow.  Early  in  April,  great  activity  was  observed  among  the 
shipping  in  New  York  Havboi,  and  Washington  communicated  to  Congress  his 
opinion  that  Philadelphia  w'as  the  object  against  which  the  blow  would  be 
aimed.  This  a'anouncement  of  probable  peril  induced  the  Council  to  issue  a 
proclamation  urging  enlistments,  and  Congress  ordered  the  opening  of  a camp 
for  drilling  recruits  in  Pennsylvania,  and  Benedict  Arnold,  who  was  at  this 
time  a trusted  General,  was  ordered  to  the  command  of  it.  So  many  new  ves- 
sels and  transports  of  all  classes  had  been  discovered  to  have  come  into  New 
Y'ork  Harbor,  probably  forwarded  from  England,  that  Washington  sent  Gen. 
Mifflin,  on  the  10th  of  June,  to  Congress,  bearing  a letter  in  w'hich  he  ex- 
pre.'sed  the  settled  conviction  that  the  enemy  meditated  an  immediate  descent 
upon  some  part  of  Pennsylvania.  Gen.  Miillin  proceeded  to  examine  the  de- 
fensive w'orks  of  the  city  which  had  been  begun  on  the  previous  advance  of 
the  British,  and  recommended  such  changes  and  new  w'orks  as  seemed  best 
adapted  fur  its  protection.  The  preparations  for  defense  were  vigorously  pros- 
ecuted. The  militia  were  called  out  and  placed  in  tw'o  camps,  one  at  Chester 
and  the  other  at  Dowuington.  Fire  ships  were  held  in  readiness  to  be  used 
against  vessels  attempting  the  ascent  of  the  river. 

Lord  Howo,  being  determined  not  to  move  until  ample  preparations  vv'ere 
completed,  allowed  the  greater  part  of  the  summer  to  wear  away'  before  he 
advanced.  Finally,  having  embarked  a force  of  10,5G0  men  on  a beet  of  300 
transports,  he  sailed  south w'ard,  Washiugtou  promptly'  made  a corresponding 
march  overland,  passing  through  Philadeljibia  on  the  24th  of  August.  How'e, 
suspecting  that  preparations  would  be  made  for  impeding  the  passage  of  the 
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Delaware,  sailed  past  its  inoutli,  and  moving  up  tlio  Chesapeake  instead,  de- 
barked lifty-four  miles  from  Philadelphia  and  commenced  the  march  north- 
ward. Great  activity  was  now  manifested  in  the  city.  Tue  water-spouts  were 
melled  to  furnish  bullets,  fair  hands  were  busied  in  rolling  cartidges,  power- 
ful chevaux-de-frise  were-'  planted  to  im[>ede  the  navigation  of  the  rivei’,  and 
the  last  division  of  the  militia  of  the  city,  Avhich  had  been  divided  into  three 
classes,  was  called  out.  Washington,  who  had  crossed  the  Brandywine,  soon 
conu'oiited  the  advance  of  Howe,  and  brisk  skirmishing  at  once  opened.  See- 
ing that  he  was  likely  to  have  the  right  of  his  position  at  Red  Clay  Creek, 
whore  he  had  intended  to  give  battle,  turned  by  the  largely  superior  force  of 
the  enemy,  under  cover  of  darkness  on  the  night  of  the  Sth  of  September,  he 
withdrew  across  the  Brandywine  at  Chad’s  Pord,  and  posting  Armstrong  with 
the  militia  upon  the  left,  at  Pyle’s  Foj'd,  where  the  banks  were  ragged  and  pre- 
cipitous, and  Sullivan,  who  was  second  in  command,  upon  the  right  aii  Brin- 
ton‘b  Ford  under  cover  of  forest,  he  himself  took  ]iost  with  three  divisions. 
Sterling’s,  Stephens’,  aiul  his  own,  in  front  of  the  main  avenue  of  approach  at 
Chad’s.  Howe,  discovering  that  kVashington  was  well  posted,  determined  to 
flank  him.  Accordingly,  on  the  1 1th,  sending  Knyphansen  with  a division  of 
Hes-sians  to  make  vigerons  demonstrations  upon  Washington’s  front  at  Chad’s, 
he,  with  the  corps  of  Cornwailis,  in  light  marching  order,  moved  up  the  Brandy- 
wine, far  past  the  right  Hank  of  Washington,  crossed  the  Brandvwdne  at  the 
fords  of  Trumbull  and  Jefirey  unopposed,  and,  moving  down  came  upon 
Wasl'.ington’s  right,  held  by  Sullivan,  all  unsuspecting  and  unprepared  to  re- 
ceive him.  Though  Howe  was  favored  by  a dense  fog  which  on  that  morning 
hung  on  all  the  valley,  yet  it  had  hardly  been  commenced  before  W'ashingtou 
discovered  the  move  and  diviiied  its  purpose.  His  resolution  was  instantly 
taken.  He  ordered  Sullivan  to  cross  the  stream  at  Brinton’s,  and  resolutely 
turn  the  left  flank  of  Knypliausen,  when  he  himself  with  the  main  body  would 
move  over  and  crush  the  British  Army  iu  detail.  Is  w'as  a brilliant  conception, 
was  feasible,  and  promised  the  most  complete  success.  But  what  chagrin  and 
mortifleation,  to  receive,  at  the  moment  when  he  expected  to  hoar  the  music  of 
Sullivan’s  guns  doubling  up  the  left  of  the  enemy,  and  giving  notice  to  him 
to  commence  the  passage,  a message  from  that  officer  advising  him  that  he  had 
disobeyed  his  orders  to  cross,  having  received  intelligence  that  the  enemy  were 
not  Dioviiig  northward,  and  that  he  vvas  still  in  position  at  the  ford.  Thus 
balked,  kVashiugton  had  no  alternative  but  to  remain  in  position,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  the  guns  of  Howe  were  heard  moving  in  upon  his  all  unguarded 
right  flank.  The  best  dispositions  were  made  which  time  would  permit.  His 
main  body  with  the  force  of  Sullivan  took  position  along  the  brow  of  the  hill 
on  wh;ch  stands  the  Birmingham  meeting  house,  and  the  battle  opened  and 
was  pushed  with  vigor  the  whole  day,  Overborne  by  numbers,  and  weakened 
by  losses,  Washington  was  obliged  to  retire,  leaving  the  enemy  in  possession 
of  the  held.  The  young  French  nobleman,  Lafayette,  was  wounded  while  gal- 
lantly serving  in  this  tight.  The  wounded  were  carried  into  the  Birmingham 
meeting  house,  where  the  blood  stains  are  visible  to  this  day,  enterprising 
relic  hunters  for  many  generations  having  been  busy  in  loosening  small  slive.rs 
with  the  points  of  their  knives. 

The  British  now  moved  cautiously  toward  Philadelphia.  On  the  10th  of 
September,  at  a point  some  twenty  miles  v,mst  of  Philadelphia,  Wa.shingtoa 
again  made  a stand,  and  a battle  opened  with  brisk  skirmishing,  but  a heavy 
rain  storm  coming  on  the  powder  of  the  patriot  soldiers  was  completely  ruined  on 
account  of  their  defective  cartridge  boxes.  On  the  night  of  the  kOth,  Geu. 
Anthony  Wayne,  who  hail  been  banging  on  the  rear  of  the  enemy  with  his 
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df^taohment,  was  surprised  by  Gen.  Gray  with  a heavy  eolnmn,  who  fell  smi- 
dortly  upon  the  Americans  in  bivouac  and  put  them  to  the  sword,  giving  no 
quarter.  This  disgraceful  slaughter  which  brought  a stigma  and  an  indelible 
stain  upon  tho  British  arms  is  known  as  the  Paoli  Massacre.  Fifty-three  of 
the  victims  of  the  black  tiag  were  buried  in  one  grave.  A.  neat  monument 
of  w'hite  marl:iie  was  erected  forty  years  afterward  over'  their  moldering 
remains  by  the  Bepublican  Artillerists  of  Chester  County,  which  vandal  hands 
have  not  spared  in  their  mania  for  relics. 

Congress  remained  in  Philadelphia  while  these  military  operations  were 
going  on  at  its  very  doors;  but  on  the  18th  of  September  adjourned  to  meet 
at  Lancaster,  though  subse<]uently,  on  the  30tb,  removed  across  the  Su.sque- 
hanna  to  ATrk,  where  it  remained  in  session  till  after  tho  evacuation  in 
the  following  summer.  The  Council  remained  until  two  days  before  the  fall 
of  the  city,  when  having  dispatched  the  records  of  the  loan  office  and  the  more 
valuable  papers  to  Easton,  it  adjourned  to  Lancastei’.  On  the  26th,  theBiitish 
Army  entered  the  city.  .Deborah  Logan  in  her  memoir  says:  “ The  aim v 

marched  in  and  took  possession  in  the  city  in  the  morning.  We  were  up-stairs 
aTid  saw’  them  pass  the  State  House.  They  looked  well,  clean  and  well  clad, 
and  th-8  contrast  between  them  and  our  own  poor,  bare-footed,  ragged  troops 
was  very  great  and  caused  a feeling  of  despair.  ^ ^ * Eariv 

in  the  afternoon,  Lord  Cornwalli.s’  suite  arrived  and  took  possession  of 
my  mother’s  house.”  But  though  now  holding  undisputed  possession  of  the 
American  capital,  Howe  found  his  position  an  uncomfortable  one,  for  his  tleet 
-was  in  the  Chesapea.ke,  and  the  Delaware  and  all  its  defenses  were  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Americans,  and  Washington  had  manned  the  forts  with  some  of 
his  most  resolute  troops.  Varnum’s  brigade,  led  by  Cols.  Aiigell  and  Greene, 
Rhode  Island  troops,  were  at  Fort  Mercer,  at  Red  Bank,  and  this  the  enemy 
determined  to  attack.  On  tho  21st  of  October,  with  a force  of  2,500  men,  led 
by  Count  Donop,  the  attack  was  made.  In  two  colums  they  moved  as  to  an 
easy  victory’.  But  the  steady  lire  of  the  defenders  when  come  in  easy  range, 
swept  them  down  with  deadly’  effect,  and,  retiring  with  a loss  of  over  400  and 
their  loader  mortally  wounded,  they  did  not  renew  the  fight.  Its  reduction  was 
of  prime  importance,  and  powerful  works  were  built  and  equipj^ed  to  bear  upon 
the  devoted  fort  on  all  sides,  and  the  heavy’  guns  of  the  lieet  were  brought  up 
to  aid  in  overpowering  it.  For  sis  long  days  the  greatest  weight  of  metal  was 
poured  upon  it  from  the  land  and  the  naval  force,  but  without  eli’oet,  the 
sides  of  the  fort  successfully  withstanding  the  plunging  of  their  powerf’al 
missiles.  As  a last  resort,  tho  g'reat  vessels  were  run  suddenly  in  close  under 
the  walls,  and  manning  the  yard-arms  with  sharp-shooters,  so  effectually 
silenced  and  drove  away’  the  gunners  that  the  fort  fell  easily’  into  the  Brit- 
ish hands  and  the  river  was  opened  to  navigation.  The  army  of  M’ashing- 
ton,  after  being  recruited  and  put  in  light  marching  order,  was  led  to  German- 
town where,  on  tho  morning  of  the  3d  of  October  the  enemy’  was  met.  A 
heavy  fog  that  morning  had  obscureel  friend  and  foe  alike,  occasioning  con- 
fusion in  the  ranks,  and  though  tho  opening  promised  well,  aud  some  progress 
■was  made,  y’et  the  enemy  was  too  strong  to  be  moved,  and  tho  American  leader 
was  forced  to  retire  to  his  camp  at  'White  Marsh.  Though  the  river  had  now 
been  opened  and  the  city  was  thoroughly  fortitied  for  resisting  attack,  yet 
Howe  felt  not  quite  easy'  in  having  tho  American  iVi’my  quartered  in  so  close 
striking  distance,  aud  accordingly,  on  the  4th  of  December,  with  nearly  his 
entire  army,  moved  out,  intending  to  take  Washington  at  W’hite  Marsh,  siiffeeu 
miles  away,  by’  surprise,  aud  by  rapidity  of  action  gain  an  easy  victory.  But 
by  the  heroism  and  iidelityof  Lydia  Darrah,  who,  as  she  had  often  done  before 
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passed  tho  guard?  to  go  to  the  mil]  for  flour,  the  new?  of  the  coming  of  Howe 
was  communicated  to  Wa.sliington,  who  was  prepared  to  receive  him.  Finding 
that  ho  could  efieet  notliing.  Howe  returned  to  the  city,  having  had  tU|e  weari- 
Eoino  march  at  this  wintry  season  v.’ithout  ellect. 

W ashington  now  crossed  the  Schuylkill  and  went  into  winter  quarters  at 
Valley  Forge.  The  cold  of  that  winter  wa.s  intense;  the  troop?,  half  clad  and 
indifferently  fed,  suffered  severely,  the  print?  of  their  naked  feet  in  freest  and 
snow  being  often  tinted  with  patriot  blood.  Grown  impatient,  of  the  small 
results  frona  the  immensely  expensive  campaigns  carried  on  across  the  ocean, 
the  Ministry  relieved  Lord  Howe,  and  appointed  Sir  Henry  Clinton  to  the 
chief  commiand. 

The  Commissioners  whom  Congress  had  sent  to  France  early  in  tlie  fall  of 
1776 — Franklin,  Dean  and  Lee  bad  been  busy  in  making  interest  for  the 
united  colonies  at  the  French  Court,  and  so  successful  were  they,  that  arms  and 
ammunition  and  loans  of  money  wore  procured  from  time  to  time.  Indeed,  so 
persuasive  had  they  become  that  it  was  a saying  current  at  coiud  that,  It  was 
fortunate  for  the  King  that  Franklin  did  not  take  it  into  his  hfvid  to  a.sk  to 
have  the  palace  at  Versailles  stripped  of  its  furniture  to  send  to  his  dear 
Americans,  for  his  majesty  would  have  been  unable  to  deny  him.”  Finally, 
a convention  was  concluded,  by  which  France  agreed  to  use  the  royal  army  and 
navy  as  faithful  allies  of  the  Americans  against  the  English.  Accordingly,  a 
fleet  of  four  powerful  frigates,  and  twelve  ships  were  dispatched  under  com- 
mand cf  the  Count  D'Hstaing  to  shut  up  the  Briti.sh  fleet  in  the  Dola>wa.iG.  The 
plan  was  ingenious,  particularly  worthy  of  the  long  head  of  Franklin,  But 
by  seme  means,  intelligence  of  the  sailing  of  the  French  fleet  reached  fho 
English  cabinet,  who  immediately  ordered  the  evacuation  of  the  Delaware, 
whereupon  the  Admiral  weighed  anchor  and  sailed  away  vnth  his  entire  fleet  to 
New  York,  and  D’Estaing,  upon  his  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  the  Delaware,  found 
that  the  bird  had  flown. 

Clinton  evacuated  Philadelphia  and  moved  across  New  Jersey  in  the  direc- 
tion of  New  York.  Washington  closely  followed  and  came  up  with  the  enemy 
on  the  plains  of  Monmouth,  on  the  2Sth  of  June,  1778,  where  a sanguin- 
ary battle  was  fought  which  lasted  the  whole  day,  resulting  in  the  triumph  of 
the  American  arms,  and  Pennsylvanui  was  rid  of  British  troojrs. 

The  enemy  was  no  sooner  well  away  from  the  city  than  Congress  returned 
from.  Y’’ork  and  resumed  its  sittings  in  its  former  quarters,  June  24,  17  iS,  and 
on  the  following  day,  the  Colonial  Legislature  returned  from  Lancaster.  Gen 
Arnold,  who  was  disabled  by  a wound  received  at  Saratoga,  from  held  duty, 
was  given  command  in  the  city  and  marched  in  with  a regiment  on  the  day 
following  the  evacuation.  On  the  23d  cf  May,  1778,  President  'Wharton  died 
suddenly  of  quinsy,  while  in  attendance  upon  the  Council  at  Lancaster,  when 
George  Bryan,  the  Vice  President,  became  the  Acting  President.  Bryan  was  a 
philanthropist  in  deed  as  well  as  word.  Up  to  this  lime,  African  slavery  had 
been  tolerated  in  the  colony.  In  his  message  of  the  9th  of  November,  he  said; 
“ This  or  some  better  scheme,  would  tend  to  abrogate  slavery — the  approbrium 
of  America — from  among  us.  * * * In  dlvestitig  tbe  State  of  slaves,  you 

will  equally  serve  the  cause  of  humanity  and  policy,  rmd  offer  to  God  one  of 
the  most  proper  and  best  returns  of  gratitude  for  ilis  great  deliverance  of  us 
and  our  po.?terity  from  thraldom:  you  will  also  set  ycur  character  for  justice 
and  benevolence  in  the  true  point  of^ view  to  Europe,  who  Uie  astonish&i  to  see 
a people  eager  for  liberty  holding  negroes  in  bondage..”  He  perfected  a bill 
for  the  extin guisluheut  of  claims  to  slaves  which  was  passed  by  the  Assembly, 
March  1,  1780,  by  a, vote  of  thirty-four  to  eighteen,  providing  that  no  child 
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of  slave  parents  born  at'te)'  that  date  should  be  a slave,  but  a servant  till  the 
age  of  twenty-eight  years,  \vhen  all  claim  for  service  sliould  end.  Thus  by  a 
simple  enactment  resolutely  pn'essed  by  Bryan,  was  slavery  forever  rooted  out 
of  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  summer  of  .177S,  a force  of  savages  and  sour- faced  tories  to  the  tunn- 
ber  of  sou:)e  1,200.  under  the  leadei-ship  of  one  tJol.  John  Butler,  a cruel  and  in- 
human wretch,  descending  from  the  north,  broke  into  the  Y\'yonring  Talley  on 
the  2d  of  July.  The  strong  men  were  in  the  army  of  Trashiugton,  and  the 
only  defenders  were  old  men,  beardless  boys  and  resolute  women.  These,  to 
the  number  of  about  JOO,  under  ZebuJon  Butler,  a brave  soldier  wlio  had  won 
distinction  in  the  old  French  war,  and  who  happened  to  bo  present,  moved 
resolutely  out  to  meet  the  invaders.  Overborne  by  numbers,  the  inhabitants 
were  beaten  and  put  to  the  sword,  the  fev?  who  escaped  retreating  to  Forty 
Fort,  whither  the  helpless,  up  and  down  the  valley,  had  sought,  safety.  Her© 
humane  terms  of  surrender  were  agreed  to,  and  the  families  returned  to 
their  homes,  sur>j)osiug  all  danger  to  be  past.  But  the  savages  had 
tasted  blood,  and  perhaps  confiscated  liquor,  and  were  little  mindful  of  capitii- 
latioDS.  The  night  of  the  5th  was  given  to  indiscriminate  massacre.  The 
crie.s  of  the  helpless  lang  out  upon  the  night  air,  and  the  heavens  along  all 
the  valley  were  lighted  up  with  the  fiames  of  Imrning  cottages;  “ and  when  tlie 
moon  aro.se,  the  terrified  inhabite.'nts  were  fieeing  to  the  \\  ilkesbarro  Mouut- 
ains,  and  the  dark  morasses  of  the  Pocono  Mountain  beyond.”  Most  of  these 
were  emigi  ants  from  Connecticut,  and  they  made  their  way  homeward  as  fast 
as  their  feet  would  cairy  them,  many  of  them  crossing  the  Hudson  at  Pough- 
keepsie, where  they  told  their  tales  of  woe. 

In  February-,  1778,  Parliament,  grown  tired  of  this  long  and  wasting  war, 
abolished  taxes  of  which  the  Americans  bad  complained,  and  a committee, 
composed  of  Earl  Carlisle,  George  Johnstone  and  7Villiam  Eden,  wore  sent 
empowered  to  forgive  past  offenses,  and  to  conclude  peace  with  the  colonies, 
upon  .submission  to  the  British  crown.  Congress  vfould  not  listen  to  their 
proposals,  maintaining  that  the  qjeople  of  America  had  dons  nothing'  that 
needed  forgiveness,  and  that  no  conference  could  be  accorded  so  long  as  the 
English  Annies  remained  on  American  soil.  Finding  that  negotiations  could 
not  be  entered  upon  with  the  government,  they  sought  to  worm  their  way  by 
base  bribes.  .Johnstone  proposed  to  Gen.  Pieed  that  if  he  would  lend  his  aid 
to  bring  about  terms  of  pacification,  10,000  guineas  upd  the  best  office  in  the 
country  should  bo  Ids.  The  answer  of  the  stern-  General  was  a type  of  the 
feeling  W'hich  sway-ed  every-  patriot:  “My  intluence  is  but  small,  but  were  it 

as  gi  eat  as  Gov.  Johntone  would  insinuate,  the  King  of  Great  Britain  has  noth- 
ing in  his  gift  that  would  tempt  mo.” 

At  the  election  held  for  President,  the  choice  feM  u;.>on  Joseph  Reed,  with 
f George  Bi-yan  Tice  President,  subsequently-  Matthew  Smith,  and  finally  "Will- 
iam Moore.  Reed  was  an  erudite  lawyer,  and  had  held  the  positions  of  Pri- 
vate Secretary  to  Washington,  and  subsequently  Adjutant  General  of  the 
army-.  He  was  inaugurated  on  the  1st  of  December,  1778.  E^pon  the  relurn 
of  the  patriots  to  Pliiladelphia,  after  -the  departure  of  the  British,  a bitter 
ff  oling  existed  between  thejn  and  the  tories  who  had  remained  at  their  homes, 
and  had  largely-  profited  by  the  British  occupancy.  The  soldiers  became  dem- 
onstrative, especially-  against  those  lawyers  w-ho  had  defended  the  tories  in 
court.  Some  of  those  most  obnoxious  took  refuge  in  the  house  of  James  WTl- 
♦ eon,  a signer  of  the  Declaration.  Private  soldiers,  in  jiassing,  tired  upon  it, 

and  shots  were’ returned  whereby  one  was  killed  -and  several  wounded.  The 
President  on  being  informed  of  these  proceedings,  rode  at  the  head  of  the 
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city  ivoop,  and  disppi'sed  the  assailants,  eaptru'ing  the  leaders.  TIig  Aeademy 
and  College  of  Philadelphia  required  by  its  charier  an  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  King  of  Great  Britain.  An  act  was  passed  November  27,  1779,  abrogating 
the  former  charter,  and  vesting  its  })roper(y  in  a nevr  board.  An  endowment 
from  confiscated  estates  was  settled  ujion  it  of  £11,000  annually.  Tho  name 
of  the  institution  was  changed  to  tho  “ University  of  the  State  of  Ponusyl- 
vania.” 

France  was  now  aiding  the  xVmerican  canse  with  money  and  large  land 
and  naval  forces.  M'hile  some  of  the  patriots  remained  steadfast  and  were 
disposed  to  sacrifice  and  endure  ail  for  the  success  of  the  struggle,  many,  who 
should  have  been  in  the  ranks  rallying  around  Washington,  hud  grown  luke- 
warm. Tho  General  was  mortified  that  the  I'n'iicb.  should  come  across  the 
ocean  and  make  great  saerinces  to  help  us,  and  should  find  so  much  iudifi'er- 
ence  prevailing  among  the  citizens  of  many  of  tho  States,  and  so  few’  coming 
forward  to  fill  up  the  decimated  ranks.  At  the  request  of  AVashington,  Presi- 
dent Reed  w’as  invested  Avith  extraordinary  poAvers,  in  1780,  which  Avero  used 
prudently  but  effectively.  Dmuug  the  winter  of  this  year,  some  of  the  veteran 
soldiers  of  the  Pennsylvania  line  mutinied  and  commenced  the  march  on 
Philadelphia  AA’ith  anus  in  their  hands.  Some  of  them  had  just  cause.  They 
had  enlisted  for  “ thi'ee  years  or  the  war,”  meaning  for  three  years  unless 
the  Avai'  closed  sooner.  But  the  authorities  had  interpreted  it  to  mean,  three 
years,  or  as  much  longer  as  the  war  should  last.  President  Reed  immediately 
rode  out  to  meet  tho  mutineers,  heard  their  cause,  and  pledged  if  all  would  re- 
turn to  camp,  to  have  those  Avho  had  honorably  served  out  tho  full  term  of 
three  years  discharged,  which  Avas  agreed  to.  Before  the  arrival  of  the  Presi- 
dent, two  emissaries  from  the  enemy  who  had  heard  of  the  disaffection,  came 
into  camp,  offering  strong  inducements  for  them  to  continue  the  revolt.  But 
the  mutineers  spurned  the  offer,  and  delivered  them  over  to  tho  officers,  by 
whom  they  were  tried  and  executed  as  spies.  The  soldiers  who  had  so  patriot- 
ically arrested  and  handed  over  these  messengers  were  ofi’ered  areAvard  of  fifty 
guineas;  but  they  refused  it  on  the  plea  that  they  wore  acting  under  authority 
of  the  Board  of  Sergeants,  under  AA’hose  order  the  mutiny  was  being  conducted. 
Accordingly,  a hundred  guineas  were  offered  to  this  board  for  their  fidelity. 
Their  answer  shoAved  how  conscientious  even  mutineers  can  be:  “It  Avas  not 
for  the  sake,  or  through  any  ex]>ectation  of  reward;  but  for  the  love  of  our 
country,  that  Ave  sent  the  spie.s  immediately  to  Gen.  AVayue;  we  therefore' 
do  not  consider  ourselves  entitled  to  any  other  reAvard  but  the  love  of  our 
country,  and  do  jointly  agree  to  accept  of  no  other.” 

AA’illiam  Aloore  Avas  elected  President  to  succeed  Joseph  Reed,  from  No- 
vember 14,  1781.  but  hold  the  office  less  than  one  year,  the  term  of  three  years 
for  Avhich  he  had  been  a Councilman  having  expired,  which  Avas  the  limit  of 
service.  James  Potter  was  chosen  ATce  President.  On  account  of  the  hostile 
attitude  of  the  Ohio  Indians,  it  was  decided  to  call  out  a body  of  A’olunteers, 
numbering  some  400  from  the  counties  of  AVashington  and  AVestmoreland, 
where  the  outrages  upon  the  settlers  had  been  most  sorely  felt,  Avho  chose  for 
their  commander  Col.  AVilliam  Crawford,  of  AVestmoreland.  The  expedition 
met  a most  unfortunate  fate.  It  Avas  defeated  and  cut  to  pieces,  and  the 
leader  taken  captive  and  burned  at  the  stake.  Crawford  County,  which  was 
settled  very  soon  afterward,  wa.s  named  in  honor  of  this  unfortunate  soldier. 
In  the  month  of  November,  intelligence  Avas  communicated  to  the  Legislature 
that  Pennsylvania  soldiers,  confined  as  prisoners  of  w’ar  on  board  of  tho  Jer- 
sey, an  old  hulk  It  ing  in  the  New  A^ork  Harbor,  Avere  in  a starving  condition, 
receiving  at  the  hands  of  the  enemy  the  most  barbarous  and  inhuman  treat- 
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nieut.  Fifty  barrel?*  of  flour  and  300  bushels  of  potatoes  were  imiuediatolv 
sent  to  them. 

In  the  State  election  of  1782,  contested  with  great  violence,  John  Dickin- 
son was  chosen  President,  and  James  Ewing  Vice  President.  On  the  12th  of 
VJarob,  1783,  intelligence  was  flrst  received  of  the  signing  of  the  prolirainarv 
troatr  in  which  independence  vvas  acknowledged,  and  on  the  11th  of  .April 
Congress  sent  forih  the  joyful  proclamation  ordering  a cessation  of  hostilities. 
The  soldiers,  of  Burgoyne,  v.  ho  had  been  conlined  in  the  prison  camp  at  Lan- 
caster, were  put  upon  the  march  for  New  York,  passing  through  Philadelphia 
on  lh,e  -way.  Everywhere  was  joy  unspeakable.  The  obstructions  wore  re- 
moved from  the  Delaware,  and  the  white  wings  of  commerce  ag.aiu  came  llnt- 
tering  on  every  breeze.  In  J uue,  .Peunsylvauia  .soldiers,  exasperated  lyy  delay 
in  receiving  their  pay  and  their  discharge,  and  impatient  to  return  to  tlieir 
homes,  to  a considerable  number  marched  from  their  camp  at  Lancaster,  and 
ai'riving  at  Pliiiadelphia  sent  a committee  with  arms  in  their  hands  to  the 
State  House  door  with  a remonstrance  asking  permission  to  elect  office.rs  to 
command  them  for  the  redress  of  their  grievance.s,  their  own  having  left  them, 
and  employing  threats  in  case  of  refusal.  These  demands  the  Council  rejected. 
The  President  of  Congress,  hearing  of  these  proceedings,  called  a special  ses- 
sion, which  resolved  to  demand  that  the  militia  of  the  State  should  be  called 
out  to  quell  the  insurgents.  The  Council  refused  to  resort  to  this  extreme 
measure,  when  Congress,  watchfitl  of  its  dignity  and  of  its  siqiposcd  supreme 
authority,  left  Philadelphia  and  established  itself  in  Princeton,  N.  J.,  and 
though  invited  to  return  at  its  next  session,  it  refused,  and  met  at  Annapolis. 

In  October,  1784,  the  last  treaty  was  concluded  with  the  Indians  at  Fort 
Stanwix.  The  Commissioners  at  this  conference  purchased  from  the  natives 
all  the  laud  to  the  north  of  the  Ohio  River,  and  the  line  of  Pine  Creek,  which 
completed  the  entire  limits  of  the  State  with  the  exception  of  the  triangle  at 
Erie,  which  was  acquired  from  the  United  States  in  1792.  This  purchase 
wa'*;  contirmed  by  the  AVyandots  and  Delawares  at  Fort  McIntosh  January  21, 
17b  J,  and  the  grant  was  made  secure. 

lu  September,  1785,  after  a long  absence  in  the  servico  of  his  country 
abroad,  perfecting  treaties,  and  otherwise  establishing  just  relations  with  other 
nations,  the  venerable  Benjamin  Franklin,  then  nearly  eighty  years  old,  feel- 
ing the  infirmities  of  age  coming  upon  him,  asked  to  be  relieved  of  the  duties 
of  Miuister  at  the  Court  of  France,  and  returned  to  Philadelphia.  Soon  after 
his  arrival,  he  was  elected  President  of  the  Council.  Charles  Biddle  was 
elected  Vice  President.  It  was  at  this  period  that  a citizen  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Fitch,  secured  a patent  on  his  iuveution  for  propelliug  boats  by  steam. 
In  May,  1787,  the  convention  to  frame  a constitution  for  the  United  States 
met  in  Philadelphia.  I’he  delegation  from  Pennsylvania  wa.s  Benjamin  Frank- 
lin, Robert  Monos,  Thomas  Alifllin,  George  Clyinei’,  Thomas  Fitzsimons,  Jared 
Ingersoll,  James  AA'ilsoa  and  Gouverneur  Morris.  Upon  the  completion  of 
their  work,  the  instrument  was  submitted  to  the  several  States  for  adoption.  A 
convention  was  called  in  Pennsylvania,  which  met  on  the  21st  of  November,  and 
though  encountering  resoluteopposition.it  was  Anally  adopted  on  the  12th  of  De- 
cember. On  the  following  day,  the  convention,  the  Supremo  Council  and  olli- 
cers  of  the  State  and  city  government,  moved  iu  procession  to  the  old  court 
house,  where  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  was  formally  proclaimed  amidst 
the  booming  of  cannon  aud  the  ringing  of  bells. 

On  the  rbth  of  November,  I7S8,  Thomas  Mifflin  was  elected  President,  and 
George  Ross  Vice  President.  The  constitution  of  Stale,  framed  in  and 
adapted  to  the  exigencies  of  an  emergency,  was  ill  suited  to  the  needs  of  State 
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in  its  relations  to  tho  new  nation.  Accordingly,  a convention  assembled  for 
the  jrarpose  of  preinu'irrg  o now  constitution  in  November,  17S9,  which  was 
finally  adopted  on  September  2,  3790.  By  the  provisions  of  this  instrurrieut, 
the  ISsecrrtive  Council  was  abolished,  and  the  executive  duties  were  vested  in 
the  hands  of  p.  Governor.  Legislation  aGis  intrusted  to  an  Assembly  and.  a 
Senate.  7'bo  judicial  system  was  continued,  the  terms  of  the  Judges  extend- 
ing through  good  behavior. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

TnouAS  ^tiFFLiN,  1788-99— Thomas  McKeax,  1799-1808— Simon  Snyder,  1808-17— 

7VTLEi.iM  Findlay,  lSi7 -20— Joseph  Helsteu,  1820-28— John  A.  Shulze,  1823 

-29— George  Wolfe,  1829-35— Joseph  Ivitneh,  1835-39. 

1131  first  election  under  the  nov/  Constitution  resulted  in  the  choice  of 
JL  Thomas  Mifflin,  who  Avas  re-elected  for  three  buccessi\’e  terms,  giving  him 
the  distinction  of  having  been  longer  in  tlie  executive  chair  than  any  other 
person,  a period  of  eleven  years.  A system  of  internal  improvements  Avas  now 
commenced,  by  which  vast  AAviter  communications  w'ero  undertaken,  and  a moun- 
tain ot  debt  was  accumulated,  a portion  of  Avhicb  hangs  over  the  State  to  this 
day.  In  1793,  the  Bank  of  Pennsylvania  vs'as  chartered,  one-third  of  the  cap- 
ital .stock  of  AAfflich  Avas  subscribed  for  by  the  State.  Branches  were  established 
at  Lancaster,  Han'isburg,  Reading,  Easton  and  Pittsburgh.  The  branches 
were  discontinued  in  1810;  in  1813,  the  stock  held  by  the  State  was  sold,  and 
in  1857,  it  ceased  to  exist.  In  1793,  the  yelloAv  fever  visited  Phila- 
delphia. It  was  deadly  in  its  effects  and  produced  a panic  unparalleled. 
Goa.  Mifflin,  and  Alexander  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  United  States  Treasury, 
Avore  attacked.  “ Men  of  affluent  fortunes,  Avho  gave  daily  employment  and 
subsistence  to  hundreds,  Avere  abandoned  to  the  care  of  a negro  after  their 
wives,  children,  friends,  clerks  and  servants  had  fled  aAvay  and  left  them  to 
their  fate.  In  some  cases,  at  the  commencement  of  the  disorder,  no  money 
could  procure  proper  attendance.  Many  of  the  poor  perished  without  a hu- 
man being  to  hand  thi'm  a diinJi  o.f  water,  to  administer  medicines,  or  to  per- 
form any  charitabio  office  for  them.  Nearly  5,000  perished  by  this  w'asting 
pestilence.  ” 

The  whisky  insimrectiou  in  some  of  the  Avestern  counties  of  the  State, 
which  occurred  in  1794,  excited,  by  its  lawlessness  and  w'ide  extent,  general 
interest.  An  act  of  Congress,  of  March  3,  1791,  laid  a tax  on  distilled  spirits 
of  four  pence  per  gallon.  The  then  counties  of  Washington,  W'estmoreland, 
Allegheny  and  Fayette,  comprising  the  southAvestern  quarter  of  the  State, 
were  almost  exclusively  eng-aged  in  the  production  of  grain.  Being  far  re- 
moved from  any  market,  the  product  of  their  faiuns  brought  them  scarcely  any 
returns.  The  consequence  Avas  that  a largo  proportion  of  the  surplus  graiu 
Avas  tarnetl  into  distilled  spirits,  and  nearly  every  other  farmer  was  a distiller. 
This  tax  was  seen  to  bear  heavily  upon  them,  from  AA'bich  a non-producer  of 
spirits  was  relieved.  A rash  determination  Avas  formed  to  resist  its  collection, 
and  a belief  entertained,  if  all  w'ere  united  in  resisting,  it  would  be  taken  oh. 
r’re([uent  altercations  occurred  between  the  persons  appointed  United  States 
Collectors  and  these  resisting  citizens.  As  an  example,  on  the  5th  of  Septem- 
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her,  1791,  a party  in  disguise  set  upon  Robert  Johnson,  a Collector  fur  Alle- 
pLeny  and  AVasLington,  tarred  and  feathered  him,  ent  off  Ids  hair,  took  away 
his  lior.se,  and  left  him  in  this  plight  to  proceed.  AVrits  for  the  arrest  of  the 
perpetrators  \rere  issued,  but  none  dai'cd  to  venture  into  the  territory  to  servo 
them.  On  May  8,  1792,  the  Jaw  was  modified,  and  the  tax  reduced.  In  Septem- 
ber, 1792,  President  AVashiugton  issued  his  proclamation  commanding  all  per- 
sons to  subrni  i to  tho  law,  and  to  forbear  from  further  opposition.  But  these  meas- 
lives  had  no  effect,  and  the  insurgents  began  to  organize  for  forcible  resist- 
ance. Ono  Maj.  Macfarlane,  who  in  command  of  a party  of  insurrectionists, 
was  killed  in  an  encounter  with  United  States  soldiers  at  the  house  of  Gen. 
Neville.  The  feeling  now  ran  very  high,  and  it  was  hardly  safe  for  any  per- 
son to  breathe  a whisper  against  the  insurgents  throughout  all  this  district. 
“ A breath,”  says  Brackenridge,  “in  favor  of  the  low,  was 'sufficient  to  ruin 
any  man.  A clergyman  was  'not  thought  orthodox  in  the  pm! pit  unless  against 
the  lawv  A.  physician  was  not  eapiable  of  administering  medicine,  unless  his 
principles  were  right  in  this  respect.  A,  lawyer  could  got  no  practice,  nor 
a merchant  at  a country  store  get  custom  if  for  the  law.  On  the  conlrpuy,  to 
talk  against  the  law  was  the  way  to  office  and  emolument.  To  go  to  the 
Legislature  or  to  Congres.s  you  must  make  a noise  against  it.  It  was  the  Shib- 
boleth of  safety  and  the  ladder  of  ambition  ” One  Bradford  }},ad,  of  his  own 
notion,  issued  a circular  letter  to  the  Colonels  of  rogiments  to  assemble  with 
their  commands  at  Braddock’s  field  on  the  1st  of  xingust,  where  they  appoint- 
ed officers  a’ld  moved  on  to  Pittsburgh.  After  having  burned  a barn,  and 
made  some  noisy  demonstrations,  they  were  induced  by  some  cool  heads  to  re- 
tmm.  These  turbulent  proceedings  coming  to  the  ears  of  the  State  and  Na- 
tional authorities  at  Philadelphia,  measirres  w^ere  concerted  to  promptly  and 
effectually  check  them.  Gov.  Mifflin  apjpointed  Chief  Justice  McKean,  and 
Gen.  AVilliaU'  Irvine  to  proceed  to  the  disaffected  district,  ascertain  the  fac-ts;, 
and  try  to  bring  the  leaders  to  justice.  President  AVashington  issued  a proc- 
lamation commanding  all  persons  in  arms  to  disperse  to  their  homes  on  or  be- 
fore the  1st  of  September,  proximo,  and  called  out  the  militia  oi  four  States 
— Pennsylvania,  New  Jersey,  Alaryland  and  Virginia — to  the  number  of  13,000 
men,  to  enforce  his  commands.  The  quota  of  Pennsylvania  was  4,500  infan- 
tr. , 500  cavalry,  200  artillery,  and  Gov.  Mifflin  took  command  in  person. 
Gov.  Richard  Howell,  of  New  Jersey,  Gov.  Thomas  S.  Lee,  of  Maryland,  and 
Gen.  Daniel  Morgan,  of  A'irgiuia,  commanded  the  forces  from  their  States, 
and  Gov.  Henry  Lee,  of  Ah'rglnia,  was  placed  in  chief  command.  President 
AVashington,  accompanied  by  Gen.  Knox,  Secretary  of  A?ar,  Alexander  Hamil- 
ton. Secretar}"  of  the  Treasury,  and  Richard  Peters,  of  tho  United  States  Dis- 
trict Cou*-t,  set  out  on  the  1st  of  October,  for  the  seat  of  the  disturbance.  On 
Friday,  the  President  reached  Harrisburg,  and  on  Saturday  Carlisle,  whither 
the  army  had  preceded  him.  In  the  meantime  a committee,  consisting  of 
James  Ross,  Jasper  Yeates  and  AA'illiam  Bradford,  was  appointed  by  President 
AA'ashington  to  proceed  to  the  disaffected  district,  and  endeavor  to  persuade 
misguided  citizens  to  retirrn  to  their  allegiance. 

A meeting  of  260  delegates  from  the  four  counties  was  hold  at  Parkinson’s 
FeiTv  on  tlie  14th  of  August,  at  which  tho  state  of  their  cause  was  considered, 
resolutions  adopted,  and  a committee  of  sixty,  one  from  each  county,  was  ap- 
pointed, and  a sub-committee  of  twelve  wa.s  named  to  confer  with  the  United 
States  Commissioners,  McKean  and  Irvine.  These  con ference.s  with  the  State 
and  Nat  ional  Committees  were  successful  in  arranging  preliminary  conditions 
of  settlement.  On  the  2d  of  October,  tlio  Committee  of  Safety  of  the  insiu'- 
gents  met  at  Parkinson’s  Ferry,  and  having  now  learned  that  a well-organized 
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ai'Djy,  wii.h  IVaBhicgton  at  its  head,  v'/as  marching  westward  for  enforcing 
o’^edience  to  the  laws,  appointed  a committee  of  two,  William  Findley  and 
David  Keddick,  to  moot  the  President,  and  assure  him  that  the  disaffected  v/ere 
disposed  to  return  to  their  duty.  They  met  Washington  at  Farlisle,  and  sev- 
eral cnuferences  were  held,  and  assurances  given  of  implicit  obedionco;  but 
the  President  said  that  as  tho  troops  had  been  called  out,  the  orders  for  the 
march  v ould  not  bo  countermanded.  The  President  j'lroceeded  forward  on  the 
1 ilh  of  October  to  Chambersburg,  reached  Williamsport  on  the  13tb  and  Fort 
Cumberland  on  the  14th,  where  hereviovved  the  Virginia  and  Maryland  forces, 
and  arrived  a,t  Bedford  on  tho  19th.  Remaining  a few  days,  and  being  eati,s- 
fied  ihat  the  sentiment  of  the  people  bad  changed,  he  returned  to  Philadel- 
phia, arriving  on  the  28(h,  leaving  Gen.  Lee  to  meet  the  Commissioners  and 
make  such  conditions  of  pacilicafion  as  should  seem  just.  Another  meeting  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety  was  hold  at  Parkinson’s  Ferry  on  the  24th,  at  which 
assiirances  of  abavidonment  of  opposition  to  the  Iaw.s  were  j'eceived.  and  the 
same  committee,  with  tho  addition  of  Thomas  Morton  and  Ephriam  Douglass, 
was  directed  to  roLurn  to  headquarters  and  give  assurance  of  this  disposition. 
Thev  did  not  reach  Bedford  until  after  the  departure  of  IVashiugton.  But  at 
TJ.nontow.i  they  met  Gen.  Lee.  wit'i  whom  it  was  agreed  that  the  citizens 
of  these  four  counties  should  subscribe  to  an  oath  to  sVL])port  tho  Constitittion 
and  obey  the  laws.  Ju.stices  of  tho  Peace  issued  notices  that  books  were  opened 
xO"  subscribing  to  the  oath,  and  Gen.  Lee  issued  a judicious  ?,ddress  urging 
read'’  obe(?ience.  Seeing  that  al)  vequirments  were  being  faithfully  carried 
out,  an  order  was  issued  on  the  17th  of  November  for  the  return  of  the  army 
and  its  disbandment.  A number  of  arrests  were  made  and  trials  and  convic- 
tions were  had,  but  all  were  ultimately  pardoned. 

W^ith  the  exception  of  a slight  ebulition  at  the  prospect  of  a war  with  France 
in  1707, and  a resistance  to  tho  operation  of  the  “ Homestead  Tax  ’’  in  Lehigh, 
Borke  and  Northamjkon  Counties,  when  the  militia  v/as  called  out,  tho  re- 
mainder of  the  term  of  Gov.  alifflin  passed  in  comparative  quiet.  By  an  act 
of  the  Legislature,  of  the  3d  of  April,  1799,  the  capital  of  the  State  was  re- 
movod  to  Lancaster,  and  soon  after  the  cajutal  of  the  United  States  to  W'ash- 
ington,  the  house  on  Ninth  street,  which  had  been  built  for  the  residence  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  passing  to  the  use  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

During  the  administrations  of  Thoma.s  McKean,  who  was  elected  Governor 
in  1799,  and  Simon  Snyder  in  1808,  little  beyond  heated  political  contests 
roarked  tho  even  tenor  of  the  government,  until  the  breaking-ont  of  the  troub- 
les which  eventuated  in  the  war  of  1812.  The  blockade  of  the  coast  of  France 
in  1800,  and  tho  retaliatory  measures  of  Napoleon  in  his  Berlin  decree,  swept 
American  commerce,  which  had  hitlicrto  preserved  a neutral  attitude  and  prof- 
ited by  Em*opean  wai-s,  from  the  seas.  The  haughty  conduct  of  G-reat  Britain 
in  boarding  American  vessels  for  suspected  deserters  from  the  British  Navy, 
under  cover  of  w hich  the  gro.ssest  outrages  were  committed,  American  seaman 
being  dragged  from  the  decks  of  their  vessels  and  impressed  into  the  English 
service,  induced  President  Jefferson,  in  July,  1807,  to  issue  his  proclamation 
ordering  all  British  armed  vessels  to  leave  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and 
forbidding  any  to  enter,  until  satisfaction  for  tho  past  and  security  for  the 
future  should  bo  ])rovided  for.  Upon  the  meeting  of  Congi'ess  in  December, 
an  embargo  was  laid,  detaining  all  vessels,  American  and  foreign,  then  in 
American  waters,  and  ordering  home  all  ve.ssels  abroad.  Negotiations  were 
conducted  between  tho  two  countrii's,  birt  no  detlnito  results  were  reached,  and 
in  tho  meantime  causes  of  irritation  multiplied  until  1812,  when  President 
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Madison  declared  ■war  against  Great  Britain,  known  as  the  war  of  1812. 
Pennsylvania  ))rompily  seconded  the  National  Government,  the  message  of 
Gov.  Snyder  on  the  occasion  ringijig  like  a silver  clarion.  The  national  call 
for  lUO.OUO  men  required  14,U0O  from  this  Slate,  but  so  great  was  the  enthu- 
siasm, that  several  times  this  number  tendered  their  services.  The  State  force 
■was  organized  in  two  divisions,  to  the  command  of  the  tirst  of  which  Maj 
Gen.  Isaac  Morrell  was  appointed,  and  to  the  second  Maj.  Gen.  Adamson Tau- 
nthiil.  Gunboats  and  privateers  wore  built  in  the  harbor  of  Erie  and  on  the 
Delaware,  and  the  defenses  upon  the  latter  were  piat  in  order  and  suitable 
armaments  provided.  At  Tippecairoe,  at  Detroit,  at  Queensto\vn  Heights,  at 
the  Eiver  Kaisiu,  at  Fort  Stephenson,  and  at  the  iliver  Thames,  the  war  was 
waged  with  varying  succe.‘=s.  Upon  the  ■water,  Commodores  Decatur,  Hull, 
Jones,  Perry,  Lawrence,  Porter  and  McDonough  made  q.  bright  chapter  in 
American  history,  as  -svas  to  bo  wished,  inasmuch  as  the  -war  had  been  under- 
taken to  vindicate  the  honor  and  integrity  of  that  branch  of  the  service.  Napo- 
leon, having  met  with  disaster,  and  his  power  having  been  broken,  14,U(.)0  of 
IVellington’s  vete?;ans  were  sent  to  Canada,  and  the  campaign  of  the  next  year 
was  opened  with  vigor.  But  at  the  battles  of  Oswego,  Chippewa,  .Lnudy’s 
Lane,  Fort  Erie  and  Plattsburg,  the  tide  was  liirned  against  the  onemv,  and 
the  country  saved  from  invasion.  The  act  which  created  most  alarm  to 
Pennsylvania  was  one  of  vandalism  scarcely  inatched  in  the  annals  of  war- 
fare. In  August,  ISIJ,  Gen.  Boss,  with  G,000  men  in  a flotilla  of  sixty  sails, 
moved  up  Chesapeake  Bay,  fired  the  capitol,  President’s  house  and  the  various 
of.icesof  cabinet  ministers,  and  these  costly  and  substantial  buildings,tbe  nation- 
F.1  library  and  all  the  records  of  the  Government  from  its  foundation  were  utterly 
destroyed.  Shortly  after'svard,  Boss  appeared  before  Baltimore  with  the  design 
of  jiiultiplying  his  barbarisms,  but  ho  was  met  by  a force  hastily  collected  uuder 
Gen.  Samuel  Smith, -a  Pennsylvania  veteran  of  the  Eevolution,  and  in  the  brief 
engagement  which  ensued  Boss  was  killed.  I.u  the  severe  battle  with  the 
corps  of  Gen  Strieker,  the  British  lost  some  300  men.  The  fleet  in  the  mean- 
time  opened  a fierce  bombardment  of  Fort  McHenry,  and  during  the  day  and 
ens'uing  night  1,500  bombshells  were  thrown,  but  all  to  no  purpose,  the  gal- 
lant defense  of  Maj.  Ai^mistead  proving  successful.  It  was  during  this  awful 
night  that  Maj.  Key,  who  was  a prisoner  on  board  the  fleet,  wrote  the  song  of 
the  Star  Spangled  Banner,  which  became  the  national  lyric.  It  was  in  the  ad- 
ministration of  Gov.  Snydei  in  Fobruai^y,  1810,  that  an  act  was  passed  making 
Harrisburg  the  seat  of  government,  and  a commission  raised  for  erecting  public 
buildiug.s,  the  sessions  of  t.he  Legislature  being  held  in  the  court  house  at  Har- 
risburg from  1S12  to  1821. 

The  administrations  of  YVilliam  Findley,  elected  in  1817,  Joseph  Heister, 
in  1820,  and  John  Andrew  Schulz  in  1823,  followed  without  marked  events. 
Parties  became  very  warm  in  their  discussions  and  in  their  management  of  po- 
litical campaigns.  The  charters  for  the  forty  banks  which  had  been  passed  in 
a tit  of  frermy  over  the  veto  of  Gov.  Snyder  set  a flood  of  paper  money  afloat. 
The  public  improvements,  princi])ally  in  opening  line.s  of  canal,  were  prose- 
cuted, and  vast  debts  incurred.  These  lines  of  conveyances  were  vitally  need- 
ful to  move  the  immense  products  and  vast  resources  of  the  State 

Previous  tc  the  year  1820,  little  use  was  snado  of  stone  coal.  Judge 
Obediah  Gore,  a blaclcsmith,  used  it  upon  his  forge  as  early  as  1769,  and 
found  the  heat  stronger  and  more  endui-ing  than  that  produced  by  charcoal. 
In  1791,  Phillip  Gintor,  of  Carbon  County,  a hunter  by  profession,  having  on 
one  occasion  been  out  all  day  without  discovering  any  game,  was  returning  at 
night  discouraged  and  worn  out,  across  the  Mauch  Chuuk  Mountain,  ■when,  in 
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TABLE  SHOWING  AMOUNT  OF  ANTHRACITE  COAL  PRODUCED  IK 
EACH  REGION  SINCE  1S20. 


YE.AE. 


I?i0. 

1S~1. 

1S33. 

1823. 

1824. 

1825. 
1S2G. 

1827. 

1828. 

1829. 

1830. 

1831. 

1832. 

1833. 
18-34. 
1 8.3.7. 
183t>. 
183;'. 
1838. 
!S39. 
1840. 
IS'l. 
1842. 
18-13. 

1844. 

1845. 
1840. 

1.847. 

1.848. 

1.849. 
18.50. 
1.8.51. 
1853. 

1853. 

1854. 

18.55. 

18.55. 

18.57. 

18.58. 
1859. 
1800. 
1801. 
186  A 
1863. 
1SG4. 
18G5. 
18G6. 
18G7. 
1808. 
1809. 

1870. 

1871. 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 
1870. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 
IftSO. 
1881. 
1883. 
1883. 


Lehigh, 

Tou.-i. 


Sch’.iylkii 

Tons. 


Wyoming, 

Tons. 


Lykeu's 
I Yailey, 

Shnmokin,'  Total  TojiS. 
i eto.,  i 
Tons. 


305 

1,073 


1,072,130 

1.0. 54.309 
1,207,180 
1,284,113 
1,351,970 
1,318,541 
1,380,030 
1,028,311 
1,821,074 
1,738,377 

1.351.0. 54 
1,894,713 

2.0. 54,GG9 
2,040,913 
2,179,304 
2,-502,054 
2,507,582 

1.929..  523 
3,172,910 
2,23,5,707 

3.873.. 339 
3,70.5,590 
3,773.830 
2.834.005 
3,8,54,919 
4,332,700 
.3,237.449 
4,  .59.5, 507 
4,403,221 
5,294,076 
5,089,437  I 
0,113,809  i 


2,240 
5 823 

1,480 
1 128 

9,. 541 

1.507 

28,393 

0 500 

■ ■ ■ 

31,280 

16  707 

32’ 074 

31,300 



30,232 

47  2S-1 



25,110 

59,973 

7,000 

41,750 

89,934 

43,000 

40,900 

81,  .3.54 

54.000 

70,000 

209,271 

84,000 

123,001 

252,971 

111.777 

106,244 

226,692 

43,700 

1.31,2,50 

889  508 

90  000 

148.211 

432,045 

lOS^HOl 

223,902 

530, 152 

11.5,337 

213,015 

4-40,875 

78,207 

221,025 

463,147 

123,. 300 

11,930 

225,313 

475,091 

148.470 

15,505 

1-13,037 

603,003 

192,370 

21,403 

272,510 

573,373 

252,599 

10,000 

267.793 

700,200 

285,00.5 

10,000 

877,002 

874,850 

305,911 

IS,  08  7 

429,453 

1,121,724 

451,836 

10,000 

517,110 

1,295,923 

518,389 

12,572 

633, 507 

1,050,831 

583,007 

1-1,90-4 

670,321 

1,714,305 

6.85,190 

19,350 

781,056 

1,0.83,435 

73‘c:,9l0 

45,075 

690,4,50 

1.782,930 

827,823 

57,0.54 

3,229,426 

1,150,107 

99,099 

2,517,493 

2.. 551.003 
2,957,070 
3,318,555 
3,289,585 

2. 985..  541 
2,902,821 

3.004.9.53 
3,270,510 
2,697,439 
2, 800,  .593 
3,433,205 
,3,642,218 
3,755,802 
4,9.57,180 
4,33-1,820 
4,-114.350 

4.821.2.53 
3,8,53,010 

■ 6,. 5.52, 772 
(),094,890 
7,212,001 
0,800,877 
0,281,712 
0 221,934 
8.195,043 
0,282,220 
8,900,329 

7..  5.54. 742 
9,253,958 
9,459,2,88 

10.074,720 


1,2,S.1,5')0  I 

1,475,732 

1,003,473 

1,771,511 

1,972,581 

1,9.52,603 

3,180,094 

2,731,230 

2,941,817 

3.0. 5.5.140 
3,14.5,770 
3,759,610 
3,900,830 
3.2.54,519 
4,730,616 
5,325,000 
5,990,813 
0,008,309 
7,825,128 
6,911,243 

9. 101..  549 

10,309,7.5,5 

9,504,408 

10,590,155 

8,424,1.58 

8,300,377 

8.0. 85.587 
12,.5SG,29S 
11,419,279 
13,951,383 
13,971,371 
15,004,492 


119,342 

113,507 

23-1,090 

2.34,38.3 

313,444 

388,250 

370,424 

443,755 

479,110 

403,308 

481.990 

478,41.8 

519,752 

021.1.57 

830,723 

820,851 

921,381 

903,88 

998,839 


305 

1,073 

8,720 

0,951 

11,108 

,34.893 

48,047 

63,434 

77,510 

112,083 

174,734 

176,820 

303.871 

487.7- 48 
370,030 

500.7- 58 
684,117 
879, 
738,097 
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864,384 
959,973 

1,108,418 
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1,030,8.50 

2,013,013 
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3,242,9;;6 

3.3- 58,890 
-*,448,916 
4,993.-171 
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6.00s.  517 
6,927,530 
0,004,941 
6,759,309 
7,308,2.55 
8,513,123 
7,9,54,311 
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9,500,000 

10,177,475 

9,652,391 

12,703,882 
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i;i,83U32 

13,723,030 

15.849,899 

15,099,721 

19,009,778 

21,227,9,52 

20,14.5,121 

19,712,472 

18.. 501.011 
20,823,179 

17.00. 5.202 

26.142.089 
23,437,242 

28.. 500.01G 

29.120.090 
31,793,029 
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tlie  gathering  shades  he  stumbled  upon  something  -which  seemed  to  have  u 
glistening  appearance,  that  ho  was  induced  to  pick  up  and  carry  home.  This 
specimen  was  takeu  to  Fbiiadtdphia,  where  an  analysis  showed  it  to  be  a good 
quality  of  anthracite  coal.  But,  though  coal  ■’.vas  known  to  exist,  no  one  knew 
how  to  use  it.  In  1S12,  Col.  George  Shoemaker,  of  Schuylkill  County,  took 
nine  wagon  loads  to  I'hiladelphia.  But  .ho  v^as  looked  upv.iu  as  an  im]->oster 
for  attempting  to  sell  worthless  stone  for  coal.  He  tinally  sold  two  loads  fur 
the  cost  of  transpertation,  tlie  remaining  seven  proving  a complete  loss.  In 
1812,  White  & Hazard,  manufacturers  of  wire  at  the  Falls  of  Schuylkill,  in- 
duced an  application  to  bo  made  to  the  Legislature  to  incorporate  a com- 
pauy  for  the  improvement  of  the  Schuylkill,  urging  as  an  inducement  the  im- 
portance it  v'ould  have  for  transporting  coal;  whereupon,  tho  Senator  from 
that  district,  in  his  place,  with  an  air  of  knowledge,  asserted  “that  there  was 
no  coal  there,  that  there  was  a kind  of  black  stone  which  tvas  called  coal,  but 
that  it  would  not  burn.” 

White  &:  Hazard  procured  a cart  load  of  Lehigh  coal  that  cost  them  SI  a 
bushel,  which  tvas  all  wasted  in  a vain  attempt  to  make  it  ignite.  j\.nother 
cart  load  was  obtained,  and  a whole  night  spent  in  endeavoring  to  make  a tire 
in  tho  furnace,  when  the  hands  shut  the  furnace  door  and  left  the  mill  in  de- 
spair. “T'orLunataly  one  of  them  left  his  jacket  in  the  mill,  and  returning  for 
it  in  about  half  an  hour,  noticed  that  the  door  was  red  hot,  and  upon  opening 
it,  was  surprised  at  finding  the  whole  furnace  at  a glowing  white  heat.  The 
other  hands  v.-ere  summoned,  and  four  separate  parcels  of  iron  were  heated 
and  rolled  by  the  same  fire  before  it  required  renewing.  The  furnace  was 
replenished,  and  as  letting  it  alone  had  succeeded  so  well,  it  was  concluded  to 
try  it  again,  and  the  experiment  was  repeated  with  tho  same  result.  The 
Lehigh  Navigation  Company  and  the  Lehigh  Coal  Company  were  incorporated 
in  1818,  whi'jh  companies  became  the  basis  of  the  Lehigh  Coal  and  Naviga- 
tion Company,  incorporated  in  1822.  In  1820,  coal  was  sent  to  Philadelp>hia 
by  artificial  navigation,  but  365  tons  glutted  the  market.”  In  1S25,  there 
we-^e  brought  by  the  Schuylkill  5,378  tons.  In  1820,  by  the  Schuylkill, 
16,205  tons,  and  by  the  Lehigh  31,280  tons.  The  stage  of  water  being  in- 
sufScient,  dams  and  sluices  were  constructed  near  Mauch  Chunk,  in  1819,  by 
which  the  navigation  was  improved.  The  coal  boats  used  were  great  square 
arks,  16  to  18  feet  wide,  and  20  to  25  feet  long.  At  first,  two  of  these  -were 
joined  together  by  hinges,  to  allow  them  to  yield  up  and  down  in  passing  over 
the  dams.  Finally,  as  the  boatmen  became  skilled  in  the  navigation,  several 
were  joined,  attaining  a length  of  180  feet.  Machinery  was  used  for  jointing 
the  planks,  and  so  expert  Lad  the  men  become  that  five  would  build  an  ark 
and  launch  it  in  forty-five  minutes.  After  reaching  Philadelphia,  these  boats 
were  taken  to  pieces,  the  plank  sold,  and  the  hinges  sent  back  for  constructing 
others.  Such  were  the  crude  methods  adopted  in  the  early  days  for  bringing 
coal  to  a market.  In  1827,  a railroad  was  commenced,  which  was  completed 
in  three  months,  nine  mile.s  in  length.  This,  with  the  exception  of  one  at 
Quincy,  Mass.,  of  four  miles,  built  in  1826,  was  the  first  constructed  in  the 
Lnited  States.  The  descent  was  100  feet  per  mile,  and  the  coal  descended  by 
gravity  in  a half  hour,  and  tho  cars  wore  drawn  back  by  mules,  which  rode 
down  with  the  coal.  “Tho  mules  cut  a most  grotesque  figure,  stauding  three 
or  four  together,  in  their  ears,  with  their  feeding  troughs  before  them,  appar- 
ently surveying  with  delight  the  scenery  of  the  mountain;  and  though  they 
preserve  the  most  profound  gravity,  it  is  utterly  impossible  for  the  spectator 
to  maintain  his.  It  is  said  that  the  mules,  having  once  e.xperienced  the  com- 
fort of  riding  down,  regard  it  ns  a right,  and  neither  mild  nor  severe  measures 


' • , - '^0  Oil  < 7,ij^ 

ji 'rtyisS  v3  r^'iiit-vna  ihiA^  ;,  li^i^>4£i^  V eioq'.r- f>y-WjWln  oi  I'-.A^inAi 

*i(iT  .Bi-Mv/i  rif--5  hjifi  qii  o)  I/^’Hl/ni  »£'ff  kI  ''sJi  : 

Y/ tn..fyno6it  ,Jb(V  ) ii  w«r  ifloc5  ,U.v*_.  .7;i*n  Diiu  w 

■Jvi‘ >»  Uh’]  - -o  /l<BJb510OOd?fi  lv>l  ,V  ^'.'I  jjl-  .i/  ©Mil  Oil  WO’J 

r |(L'i  -n  r jtj  is»i*o<*i  r>*>ff  i>il  1<'JX  .Ri'ji;/!'iXt»0<u^t  oj  «'.>;^'iV/  oLtijt 

•sol  ;;brujrr/w^X>lc‘i  YiUu’fl 'sli  , [•■kyb  ml  9«6i»  »»»9ftl4v'>  Hf**  or  ■ -vo?  .•■•■•.y^ 

,:.[  v^ur^’mq' H9V'>a  k»  Ja<»' ‘.dl 

-ai  5o  !*i?'iVJ.  j>'‘  lo  OTiiii.  .!yi»5j;tiii'  aL 

■ u;00  n or*i‘iO'.[  i<;<ru/  oJ  kI  Cw_  {♦frjM'it  t>l  ci  tic*f i miqq.'  oj.  h^ysb  < 

C'li  £t*  ftf.  sttiS'tii  , 

t...u1  viifiaoei  -mIJ  ;1.v©o  j3|abnoi{»jffW  •*ol  •.♦vmi  X>}.wf.4t  ■r-iffMotJ. 

•wy  «36tf-t  Jjljji  ” {V»h'Ja*!fl  .-dsbutwotii  1<>  liU  tttt  if>£'*/  /V'rj'j.  KiiX.  jii  .-iBhlfelti  i«tdi 
IjtU-  }>olU:o  »A'ff  iioidv  iVj»l'6  io  bisi'i  i>  ^;w  ■ ;t>tij  J*:rJ  [r.<?o  oti 

■ ' ■-  , .;;■'  “.snyd  l»'i0  U'ilOiiw  Jrj/uXX'  ' - ,.■ 

'1  :'%  rf'OrO  iciii  i'floa- Lfj^idBd  lo  £wioX  ‘■/iu'rfV  ,‘' 

oi  XqnuidXfi  l[« 

..  ji  a 'rfijUic'i  oj  vMci'tv>t(iy>btT,A  ni  i«©qi;  jd§ia  aliidv  i-  T-w  ,f«iu}isa;.<o  >aw  l.r^Aiif.'i 
.&b  ai  HUo  wifi  JHi  ijiiri  t.'k>X>  o&waiol  edi  ird» • (sliift/Mf  o;f>  m;ltr  (toiurjnl  iiii  ai  -\. 

■'I'jl  JUm  wdi  iri  iiid  rnwf>1  io  Kitu?  -([oitiuii:  - 1'*  .iiflqs  - 

"j.ihi'jqo-uvVji.'  fcii/5  ,iod  fe-i  H!//?  i<ool>  odi  ifsd'  r->;-v)o«  ,rij«>if  kb  Vk>d  Sarxfa  ai  it 
t)d'T  -lasd  AHd*f  ^ oonawi  ajod”/  .ii.w  ^ibnf*.  i«  fx-^iTivta-.  r.iiu  ,ti  ' 

n^jUii-jd  ©'mi  ircrti  i©  daTOjq  ojfntaq^joj  inol 'bfl« 'J^4tamrtrAi:«  hfiotul  lirtttjo  ' 

>•/-.■■/  c.:)fla'i/jl  ©dT  .'snivmjewi  fjoiirijviT  ji  M’xir  .c'ws  •=J.I  ,;d  ^dltn  fiia 

0i  b;55i/!Baoo  e«7f  ii:  ■Tlw?/  o-^  Ewid  wioL*  r^jtTijjwl  ka  tuin 

B -rr  fiflJfiu  osli  dim  ba-tnMfjB-j  aa»;  odi . A'ti; 4i 

' Y.rifiqiK-oOi^oO  udifijTjtvfiK  dijiiioJ;, 

-aiTjlvs"'  £>a«  IboO 'Ij^ij{dv.t  <jdi  ei>Bd  wdJ  oujiin^Bd  «i.d©>Ujna<r>  j''.  -iii  " 

.aidql^IkfJdSf  o4  fa-x!  ."iv^  koo  ,01'8t  rf  m fj»-ihna#p<i>ar  ,r.©i!f|in©:d  soil 

Bift/ii  oda  acns  iji%  -fsi'i  .«<Af4j?givfUT  toj»fii]'T3 

iUih;rin'>?!  *>ri4  {-J  fiVHt  al  .ftCfdi  «rfU  ■-^■'  id^!riSv.i  -ots'Wi- 

7^iiiia  rK‘t4??j  io- ^tdT  . .eiiOi  Odiyr.‘  wkjdvJ  oilf  vd  ,carl 
•n,i  ,<?!'?•]'■  .-(I  ,sitJuilO  ihifftM  -iDve  fyiivnimoa  »t‘m  hi-^R  kiy3t:.i:'t.,fti‘yi’>t[lus 

M>:>'V*  'jo.o'vi  fA  .ado!  ji5'4  di;  of  Oi  iw.  ,BXiiw  i'^  B£  al  dl 

pacfvivq  j- j i-vob  bftJLi  qjj  f.'ll«iv_  c4  /yi'id’?  7.'oHi'' ,‘/f  r..,ijioi, 

j.'ij.v‘&S  .,'!-(>i.''/5':f4iyac';  '<;fi  ni  k'.'IrXa  wfM8tH,i>J  mtnkiCd  .yH^uiU  . ,s/|o«&Lt)rff  ’ 

jaiiilAkij;  xoi'bff  id  ...iriol  08 1 5o  di*giGfni-'»  ^^j?u7ii;kwf,bttsrm  ox'i'v 

;•!•«•..  wrA  fed*  •crfnModl  flom  «*t>  fW  ■J's^jsd'  oa-,i»<!£  . 

,»iix{qfoO©{frf*t  r^jiidototAeJlA  jwJBtltut  ci  it  f>oa 

V iih*-i£a4»ii^*t»  xoi  slMnf  *0ea  e^uirf  ©tFi  Litk  iiloa  ilnaUf  tnli  >J  a'  iai  vio  ^r 

^’I'Safid  a'^sb  ni  d’Otltnun  ahtm  tlrjuH  .H-rniio  ; 

fvn;  .IqaiQa  eiiw  ffyi4;w  .beaa&i'^wCjB  anw  k'jotlrRt  Jt  ,rS}8t  aX  ionlyolxi  « ol  ffioa, 
is  ouo  Vi  Yiollqoaxa  ©t£i  dliv?  .sidT  .rfl|jaol  ni  i dim  tvria  ,«ili0aai  r4 
^n>  cdt  feiil  ©di  >3w  ,0281  Ti  iUnd  ,p«»ffM  t«vV  Jo , ,^Buu;p 

■^d  babxiB^asb  bioo  nrfi  baB  lOlitH  n<W|,l«!oJ  (!**f  S!’,'?r  iti'soswb  oti'r  .aoJeiS  f>sjjtilT  - 

wbo-jt  daiif'ST  v/1  :d3#!d  awaib  aiott  «B9  '"■di  baa  .looil  3 fad  a ni 

o-.Td^  ,eatf^S  oopwBJm^  iconv  a,  Izjo  tiolJiai  odT"'  4«on  «dl  dli'*'  sr^t^ih 

-ifiifqs  .otedJ  ed^uotl  liodl  iHiTr  ,eyc7>  lisril  ni  ,v>dlB^J  Jjt/'.'J  lo 

d,*^wotJIJ  bj3,a  faialcuiom  otiJ  Jo  maBiw  stiff  <sdyifOb  rf'iiw  xfbjB 

Oifi  Toi  ©Misaoqmt  vl'twUw  er  if  ,XJivi  iri  bn’^tia’iciq  4«0yU  ^d}  <.  *'«a*nq 

-nioi'  uiii  X>*yiiaofidqx9.  eo<jt'’y.ui7i;d  ,i5t'tui0  BtU  iaai  Oii.g,  ei  it  .aid  ■■utliiioiu  oJ 
e»ioefl«Hif  osafosr  uoa  bliita  ioriJiBO  Libj  dd§xi  a »a  ii  ,awot  §nihii  So  lioJ 


mSTOilY  OF  I'ENNSYLVANIA. 


121 


will,  induce  them  to  des'eend  in  any  otliev  way.”  Bituminous  coal  was  discov- 
ered and  its  qualities  utilized  not  much  earlier  than  the  anthracite.  A tract 
of  coal  land  w!;s  taken  a}>  in  Cloarlield  Countv  in  ITSo,  by  hir.  S.  Boyd,  and 
in  iSO-i  he  sent  an  ark.  down  the  Susquehanna  to  Columbia,  which  caused 
much  surprise  to  the  inhabitants  that  “an  articlo  with  Nvhich  they  were  wholly 
unacquaint-ed  should  be  brought  to  their  own  doors.” 

During  the  administrations  of  George  Wolf,  elected  in  1829,  amd  Joseph 
Bitner,  eleded  in  1835,  a measure  of  great  beuehcence  to  the  State  was  passed 
and  brought  into  a good  degree  of  successful  operation— nothing  less  than  a 
broad  system  of  public  education.  Schools  had  been  early  established  in 
Philadelphia,  and  parochial  schools  in  the  more  populous  portions  of  the 
Stale  from  the  time  of  early  settlement.  In  17-19,  through  the  intluence  of 
Dr.  Franklin,  a charter  was  obtained  for  a ‘‘college,  academy,  and  charity 
school  of  Pennsylvania,”  and  from  this  time  to  the  beginning  of  the  present 
century,  the  friends  of  education  were  earnest  in  establishing  colleges,  the 
Colonial  Government,  and  afterw'ard  the  Legislature,  making  liberal  grants 
from,  the  revenues  accruing  from  the  sale  of  lands  for  theii-  supj.Kirt,  the  uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania  being  chartered  in  1752,  Dickinson  College  in  17S3, 
Franklin  and  ^Marshall  College  in  J787,  and  Jefferson  College  in  1802.  Com- 
mencing near  the  beginning  of  this  century,  and  continuing  for  over  a period 
of  thirty  years,  vigorous  exertions  were  pint  forth  to  establish  county  acad- 
emies. Charters  were  granted  for  these  institutions  at  the  county  seats  of 
forty-one  counties,  and  appropriations  were  made  of  money,  varying  from 
S2,000  to  SCi,000,  and  in  several  instances  of  quite  extensive  land  grants.  In 
1809,  an  act  was  passed  for  the  education  of  the  “poor,  gratia.”  The  Asses- 
sors in  their  annual  rounds  were  to  make  a record  of  all  such  as  were  indi- 
gent, and  pay  for  their  education  in  the  most  convenient  schools.  But  few 
were  found  among  the  spirited  inhabitants  of  the  commonwealth  willing  to 
admit  that  they  were  so  poor  as  to  be  objects  of  charity. 

By  the  act  of  April  1,  1834,  a general  system  of  education  by  common 
schools  was  establisheil  Unfortunately  it  was  complex  and  unwieldy.  At  the 
next  session  an  attempt  was  made  to  repeal  it,  and  substitute  the  old  law  of 
1809  for  educating  the  “ pc*or,  gratis,”  the  repeal  having  been  canned  in  the 
Senate.  But  through  the  appeals  of  Thaddeus  Stevens,  a man  alwa_ys  in  the 
van  in  every  movement  for  the  elevation  of  mankind,  this  was  defeated.  At 
the  next  se.ssion,  1836,  an  entirely  new  bill,  discarding  the  objectionable  feat- 
ures of  the  old  one,  was  prepared  by  Dr.  George  Smith,  of  Delaware  County, 
and  adopted,  and  from  this  time  forward  has  been  in  efficient  operation.  It  may 
seem  strange  that  so  long  a time  should  have  elapsed  before  a general  system  of 
edueatio)!  should  have  been  secured.  But  the  diversity  of  origin  and  lan- 
guage, the  antagonism  of  religious  scats,  the  very  great  sparseness  of  popula- 
tion in  many  parts,  made  it  impmssihlo  at  an  earlier  day  to  establish  schools. 
In  1854,  the  system  was  improved  by  engrafting  upon  it  the  featui'e  of  the 
County  Superintendency,  and  in  1859  by  providing  for  the  establishment  of 
twelve  Normal  Schools,  in  as  many  districts  into  which  the  State  was  divided, 
for  the  professional  training  of  teachers. 
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Damd  I?  Porter,  183D-45— Francis  11.  Siicnk,  1845-48 — William  F.  Johnstone 
1348-03— William  Bigler,  1852-55 — James  Pollock,  1855-58 — WJi.liam  F 
Packer,  1858-61— Andrew  G.  Crrtin,  18G1-67— John  W.  Geary.  1807-73— 
John  F.  Hartkanft,  1873-78— Henry  F.  Hoyt,  1878-83—iioBERT  F.  Pat- 
TISON,  1S82. 

I N 1837,  a convention  assembled  in  Harrisburg,  and  subsequently  in  Pbiludel- 
. pliia,  for  revising  the  constitution,  which  revision  was  adopted  by  a vole  of 
the  people.  One  of  the  chief  objects  of  the  change  was  the  breaking  up  of 
what  was  known  as  “omnibus  legislation,”  each  bill  being  required  to  have 
but  one  di.stiuct  subject,  to  be  definitely  stated  iu  the  title.  Much  of  the  pat- 
ronage of  the  Governor  was  taken  from,  him,  and  he  was  allowed  but  Wo  terms 
of  three  years  in  any  nine  years.  The  Senator’s  term  was  fixed  at  three  years. 
The  terms  of  Supreme  Court  Judges  were  limited  to  fifteen  years,  Common 
Pleas  Judges  to  ten,  and  Associate  Judges  to  five.  A step  backward  was  taken 
in  limiting  suffrage  to  li'hite  male  citizens  twenty-one  years  old,  it  having  pre- 
viously been  extended  to  citizens  iiTespective  of  color.  Amendments  could  be 
proposed  cuc(  in  five  years,  and  if  adopted  by  two  successive  Legislatures, 
and  approved  by  a vote  of  the  people,  they  became  a part  of  the  organic  law. 

At  the  opening  of  the  gubernatorial  term  of  David  R.  Porter,  who  was 
chosen  iu  October,  1838,  a civil  commotion  occuiTed  known  as  the  .Buckshot 
Wav,  which  at  one  time  threatened  a sanguinary  result.  By  the  returns, 
Porter  had  some  5,00'd  majority  over  .Ritner,  but  the  latter,  who  was  the  in- 
cumbent, alleged  frauds,  aud  proposed  an  investigation  and  revision  of  the 
returns.  Thomas  H.  Biri'ows  was  Secretary  of  State,  aud  Chairman  of  iho 
State  Committee  of  the  Anti-Masonic  party,  and  in  an  elaborate  address  to  the 
people  setting  forth  the  grievance,  he  closed  with  the  expression  “ let  us  treat 
the  election  as  if  we  had  not  been  defeated.”  This  expression  gave  great 
offense  to  the  opposing  party,  the  Democratic,  and  public  feeling  ran  high 
before  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  Whether  an  investigation  could  be  had 
would  depiend  upon  the  political  complexion  of  that  body.  The  Senate  w’as 
clearly  Anti-Masonic,  and  the  House  would  depend  upon  the  Representatives  of 
a certain  district  in  Philadelphia,  which  embraced  the  Northern  Liberties. 
The  leturnirg  board  of  this  district  had  a majority"  of  Democrats,  who  pro- 
ceeded to  throw  out  the  entire  vote  of  Northern  Liberties,  for  some  alleged 
irrec^ularities,  aud  gave  the  certificate  to  Democrats.  M'hereiipon,  the  minor- 
ity of  the  board  assembled,  and  counted  the  votes  of  the  Northern  Liberties, 
which  gave  the  election  to  the  Anti-iMasonic  candidates,  and  sent  certificates 
accordincdy.  By  right  and  justice,  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  x\nti- Masons 
wore  fairly  elected.  But  the  majority  of  a returning  board  alone  have 
authority  to  make  retiums,  and  the  Democrats  had  the  certificates  which  bore 
prima  facie  evidence  of  being  correct,  and  should  have  been  received  and 
transmitted  to  the  House,  where  alone  rested  the  authority  to  go  behind  the 
returns  and  investigate  their  coiTectness.  But  upon  the  meeting  of  the  House 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  sent  in  the  certificates  of  the  minority  of 
the  returning  board  of  the  Northern  Liberties  district,  which  gave  the  major- 
ity to  the  Anti-iMasons.  But  the  Democrats  were  not  disposed  to  .submit,  aud 
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{he  consequence  was  that  two  delegations  from  the  disputed  district  appeared, 
demanding  seats,  and  upon  the  organization,  two  Speakers  were  elected  and 
tool:  the  platform — Thomas  S.  Cunningham  for  the  Anti-iMasons,  and  "Wili- 
iam  Hopkins  for  the  Democrats.  At  this  stage  of  the  game,  an  infuriated 
lobby,  collected  from  Philadelphia  and  surrounding  cities,  broke  into  the 
two  Houses,  and,  interrupting  all  business,  threatened  the  lives  of  members, 
and  compelled  them  to  seek  safety  in  flight,  when  they  took  uncontrolled  pos- 
session  of  the  chambers  and  indulged  in  noisy  and  impassioned  harangues. 
From  the  capitnl,  the  mob  proceeded  to  the  court  house,  where  a “committee 
of  safety’’  ^Yas  appointed.  For  several  days  the  members  dared  not  enter 
either  House,  and  when  one  of  the  parties  of  the  House  attempted  to  assemble, 
the  person  who  had  been  appointed  to  act  as  Speaker  was  forcibly  ejected.  All 
business  was  at  an  end,  and  the  Executive  and  State  Department.s  were  closed. 
At  this  juncture.  Gov.  Eitner  ordered  out  the  militia,  and  at  the  same  time 
called  on  the  United  States  authorities  for  help>.  The  militia,  under  Gens. 
Fattison  and  Alexander,  came  promptly  to  the  rescue,  but  the  ProsideTitrefused 
to  furnish  the  National  troops,  though  the  United  States  storekee])er  at  the 
Frankford  Ai'senal  turned  over  a liberal  supply  of  ball  and  buckshot  cdrtridgeB. 
The  arrival  of  the  militia  only  served  to  fire  the  spirit  of  the  lobby,  and  they 
immediately  commenced  drilling  and  organizing,  supplying  themselves  with 
arms  and  hxed  ammunition.  The  militia  authorities  were,  hov,'ever,  able  to 
clear  the  capitol,  when  the  two  Houses  assembled,  and  the  Senate  signified  the 
willingness  to  recognize  that  branch  of  the  House  presided  over  by  Mr.  Hop- 
kins. This  ended  the  diliiculty,  and  Gov.  Porter  was  duly  inaugurated. 

Francis  E.  Shunk  was  chosen  Governor  in  18-15,  and  during  his  term  of 
office  the  war  with  Mexico  occurred.  Two  volunteer  regiments,  one  under 
command  of  Col.  AVynkoop,  and  the  other  under  Col.  Eoborts,  subsequently 
Col.  John  AV.  Geary,  were  sent  to  the  field,  wliilo  the  services  of  a much 
larger  number  were  offered,  but  could  not  be  received.  Toward  the  close  of 
his  first  term,  having  been  reduced  by  sickness,  and  feeling  his  end  approach- 
ing, Gov.  Shunk  resigned,  and  was  succeeded  by  the  Speaker  of  the  Senate, 
AVilliam  F.  Johnston,  who  was  duly  chosen  at  the  next  annual  election.  Dur- 
ing the  administrations  of  AVilliam  Bigler,  elected  in  1S51,  James  Pollock  in 
1854,  and  AA'illiam  F,  Packer  in  1857,  little  beyond  the  ordinary  course  of 
events  marked  the  history  of  the  State.  Iffie  lines  of  public  works  undertaken 
at  the  expe)ise  of  the  State  were  completed..  Their  cost  had  been  enormous, 
and  a debt  was  piled  up  against  it  of  over  $40,000,000.  These  works,  vastly* 
expensive,  were  still  to  operate  and  keep  in  repair,  and  the  revenues  therefrom 
failing  to  meet  expectations,  it  was  determined  in  the  administration  of  Gov. 
Pollock  to  sell  them  to  the  highest  bidder,  the  Pennsylvania  Eailroad  Com- 
pany pirrchasing  them  for  the  sum  of  $7,500,000. 

In  the  administration  of  Gov.  I’acker,  petroleum  was  first  discovered  in 
quantities  in  this  country  by  boring  into  the  bowels  of  the  erndh.  From  the 
earliest  settlement  of  the  country  it  was  known  to  exist.  As  early  as  July  IS, 
1627,  a French  missionary,  Joseph  Delaroche  r>ailion,  of  the  order  of  Eecol- 
lets,  described  it  in  a letter  published  in  1032,  in  Segard’s  L’Histoire  du 
Canada,  and  this  description  is  contirraed  by*  the  yournal  of  Gliarlevois,  1721. 
Fathers  Dollier  and  Gaiiuee,  missionaries  of  the  order  of  St.  Sulpice,  made  a 
map  of  this  section  of  country,  which  they  sent  to  Jean  Talon,  Intendent  of 
Canada,  on  the  lOth  of  November,  1070,  on  which  was  marked  at  about  the 
point  where  is  now  the  town  of  Cuba,  N.  Y. , “Fontaine  de  Bitume.’’  The 
Earl  of  Belmont,  Governor  of  New  York,  in.slructed  his  chief  cugineer, 
AVolfgang  AV,  Eomer,  on  September  3,  1700,  in  his  visit  to  the  Six  Nations, 
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“ To  go  and  view  a well  or  spring  which  is  eight  miles  beyond  the  Seneks’ 
farthest  castle,  which  they  have  told  me  blazes  up  in  a llame,  when  a lighted 
coale  or  firebrand  is  put  into  it;  you  v/ill  do  well  to  taste  the  said  water,  and 
give  Die  your  opinion  thereof,  and  bring  with  you  some  of  it.”  Thomas  Cha- 
bert  de  Joncairo,  who  died  in  September,  1740,  is  mentioned  in  the  jom-nal  of 
Oharlevoix  of  1 721  as  authority  for  the  existence  of  oil  at  the  place  mentioned 
above,  and  at  jioiuts  findhcr  south,  probably  on  Oil  Creek.  The  following 
account  of  an  event  occu'Tin.g  during  the  occupancy  of  this  part  of  the  State 
by  the  French  is  given  as  au  example  of  the  religious  uses  made  of  oil  by  the 
Indians,  as  these  lire  dances  are  understood  to  have  been  annually  celebrated: 
“VYhile  descending  the  Allegheny,  fifteen  leagues  below  the  mouth  of  the 
Conuewango  (IVan'en)  and  three  above  Fort  Venango  (Oil  City),  we  were 
invited  by  the  chief  of  the  Senecas  to  attend  a religious  ceremony  of  his  tribe. 
IVe  lauded  and  drew  up  our  canoes  on  a point  where  a small  stream  entered 
the  river.  The  tribe  appeared  unusually  solemn.  Wo  marched  up  the  stream 
about  a half  a league,  where  the  company,  a large  band  it  appeared,  had 
arrived  some  days  before  us.  Gigantic  hills  begirt  us  ou  every  side.  The 
BC0DO  was  really  sublime.  The  great  chief  then  recited  the  conquests  and 
heroisms  of  their  ancestoi-s.  The  surface  of  the  stream  was  covered  v/ith  a 
thick  scum,  which  burst  into  a complete  eontlagration.  The  oil  had  been 
gathered  and  lighted  with  a torch.  At  sight  of  the  llames,  the  Indians  g;ive 
forth  a triumphant  shout,  aad  made  the  hills  and  valley  re-echo  again.” 

In  nearly  all  geographies  and  notes  of  travel  published  during  the  early 
period  of  settlGment,  this  oil  is  referred  to,  and  ou  several  maps  the  word  petro- 
leirm  appears  opposite  the  mouth  of  Oil  Creek.  Gen.  Washington,  in  his  will, 
in  speaking  of  his  lands  on  the  Great  Kanawha,  says;  “ The  tract  o'  which  the 
125  acres  is  a moiety,  was  taken  up  by  Gen.  Andrew  Lewis  and  myself,  for  and 
on  account  of  a bituminous  spring  which  it  contains  of  so  inflammable  a nat- 
ure as  to  burn  as  freely  as  spirits,  and  is  as  nearly  difficult  to  extinguish.” 
Mr.  Jefferson,  in  his  Notes  on  Virginia,  also  gives  an  account  of  a liurning 
spring  on  the  lower  gi-ounds  of  the  Great  Kanawha.  This  oil  not  only  seems 
to  have  been  known,  but  to  have  been  systematically  gathered  in  very  early 
times.  Upon  the  flats  a mile  or  so  below  the  city  of  Titusville  are  many  acres 
of  cradle  holes  dug  out  and  lined  with  split  logs,  evidently  constructed  for 
the  p/orpose  of  gathering  it.  The  fact  that  the  earliest  inhabitants  could 
never  discover  any  stumjjs  from  which  these  logs  were  cut,  and  the  further  fact 
that  trees  are  growing  of  giant  size  in  the  midst  of  these  cradles,  are  evidences 
that  they  must  have  been  operated  long  ago.  It  could  not  have  been  the  work 
of  any  of  the  nomadic  Indian  tribes  found  here  at  the  coming  of  the  white 
man,  for  they  were  never  known  to  itndertake  any  enterprise  involving  so 
much  labor,  and  what  could  they  do  with  the  oil  when  obtained. 

The  French  could  hardly  have  doue  the  work,  for  wo  have  no  account  of 
the  oil  having  been  obtained  in  quantities,  or  of  its  being  transported  to 
Franco.  IMay  this  not  have  been  the  work  of  the  Mound -Builders,  or  of  colo- 
nies from  Central  America?  When  the  writer  tirst  visited  these  pits,  in  1S55, 
he  found  a spring  some  distance  below  Titusville,  on  Oil  Creek,  where  the 
water  was  conducted  into  a trough,  from  which,  daily,  the  oil,  tloatiug  on  its 
surface,  was  taken  off  by  throwing  a woolen  blanket  upon  it,  and  then  wring- 
ing it  into  a tub,  the  clean  wool  absorbing  the  oil  and  rejecting  the  water,  and 
in  this  way  a considerable  quantity  was  obtained. 

In  1859,  Mr.  E.  L.  Drake,  at  tirst  representing  a company  in  New  York, 
commenced  drilling  near  the  spot  where  this  tub  was  located,  and  when  the 
company  would  give  him  no  more  money,  straining  his  own  resources,  and  his 
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credit  witli  Lis  friends  almost  to  the  breal^ing  point,  and  when  about  to  give 
up  in  despair’,  linally  struck  a ])owerfuI  current  of  piu’e  oil.  From  this  time 
forv/ard,  the  territory  down  tho  valley  of  Oil  Creek  and  up  all  its  tributaries 
was  rapidly  acquired  and  developed  for  oil  land.  In  some  places,  the  oil  "ivas 
sent  up  with  immense  force,  at  the  rate  of  thousands  of  liarrels  each  day,  and 
gi-eat  trouble  was  exporiencod  in  bringing  it  under  control  and  storing  it.  In 
Bomo  cases,  the  force  of  the  gas  was  so  powerful  on  being  accidentally  lired, 
as  to  defy  all  approach  for  many  days,  and  lighted  up  the  forests  at  night 
with  billows  of  light. 

The  oil  has  been  found  in  paying  quantities  in  IMcKean,  Warren,  Forest, 
Crawford,  Venango.  Clarion,  Butler  and  Armslrong  Counties,  chiefly  along 
the  tipper  waters  of  the  Allegheny  River  and  its  tributary,  the  Oil  Creek.  It 
was  lirst  traus}iorted  in  barreds,  and  teams  were  kept  busy  from  tho  first  dawn 
until  far  into  the  night.  As  soon  as  practicable,  lines  of  railway  were  con- 
structed froju  nearly  all  the  trunk  lines.  Finally  barrels  gave  place  to  im- 
mense iron  tanlts  riveted  upon  cars,  provided  for  the  escape  of  the  gases,  and 
later  groat  pipe  lines  were  ostended  from  tbe-wells  to  tho  seaboa’rd,  and  to  the 
Great  Lakes,  through  which  the  fluid  is  forced  by  steam  to  its  distant  destina- 
tions Its  principal  uses  are  for  illumination  and  lubricating,  though  many 
of  its  products  are  employed  in  the  mechanic  arts,  notably  for  dyeing,  mixing 
of  paints,  and  in  the  practice  of  medicine.  Its  production  has  grotsm  to  be 
enormous,  and  seems  as  yet  to  show  no  sign  of  diminution.  We  give  an  ex- 
hibit of  the  annual  production  since  its  discovery,  compiled  for  this  work  by 
'William  IF  Siviter,  editor  of  the  Oil  City  Derrick,  %vhich  is  the  acknowledged 
authority  on  oil  matters; 

Production  of  the  Pennsylvania  Oil  Fields,  compiled  from  the  Derrick's 
Hand-book,  December,  1883: 


1859  

1860  

1861 

Barrels 

82,000 

500,000 

2,113,000 

1873  

1874  

1875  

Barrels. 

9,849.508 

11,102,114 

8,948,7-19 

1863  

1876  

9,142,940 

1863  

2,011,399 

1877  

13,052,713 

1804  

2,116,182 

1878  

1865  

1879  

20,085,716 

1866 

1880  

24.78S;950 

186? 

3.347,306 

1881 

1868  

3,715,741 

1882  

1869  

4,186,475 

1883  

24,385,966 

1870.7 

5,308,046 

- 

1871 

5,278,076 

A grand  total  of 

243,749,558 

1873  

6,505,774 

In  the  fall  of  1860,  Andrew  G.  Curtin  was  elected  Governor  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Abraham  Lincoln  President  of  the  Plnited  States.  An  organized 
rebellion,  under  the  specioirs  name  of  secession,  was  thereupon  undertaken, 
embracing  parts  of  fifteen  States,  commonly  designated  the  Slave  States,  and 
a government  established  under  the  name  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
with  an  Executive  and  Congress,  which  commenced  tho  raising  of  troops  for 
defense. 

On  the  12th  of  April,  an  attack  was  made  upon  a small  garrison  of  L’’nited 
States  troops  shut  up  in  Fort  Sumter.  This  was  rightly  interpreted  as  the 
first  act  in  a great  drama.  On  the  15th,  the  President  summoned  75,000  vol- 
irnteers  to  vindicate  the  national  authority,  calling  for  sixteen  regiments  from 
Pennsylvania,  and  urging  that  two  be  sent  forward  immediately,  as  the  capital 
was  without  defenders. 

Tho  people  of  the  State,  having  no  idea  that  war  could  be  possible,  had  no 
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preparation  for  the  event,  There  chaDced  at  the  time  to  be  five  companief!  in 
a to'.c-rable  :=tate  of  organization.  These  wore  the  RingoM  Liglit  Artillery, 
Capt.  iMclvnigbt,  of  Keadiug;  the  Logan  Gu.irds,  Ca[)t.  Selhcimer,  of  Lewis- 
town;  the  Washington  Artillery,  Ca]>t.  Wrcni,  and  the  National  Light  lufan- 
hy,  Cant.  AIcLonald,  of  roltsvillc;  and  the  Allen  Rifles,  Capt.  Yeager,  of 
Allentown. 

On  the  loth,  in  conyanctirn  with  a company  of  fifty  regulars,  on  their  way 
from  the  ’West  to  Fort  Alclienry,  under  coiuraand  of  Capt.  Pemberton,  after- 
ward Lieut.  Gen.  Pemberton,  of  the  rebel  army,  these  troops  moved  by  rail 
for  Washingtou.  At  Baltimore,  they  were  obliged  to  march  two  milesthrough 
a jeering  and  insulting  crowd.  At  the  center  of  the  city,  the  regulars  filed 
ofi’  toward  Fort  Alclienry,  leaving  the  volunteers  to  inir.suo  their  way  alone, 
vvhen  the  crowd  of  maddened  people  were  excited  to  redoubled  insults.  In  the 
whole  ixitialion  there  was  not  a charge  of  powder;  but  a juember  of  the  Logan 
Guards,  who  chanced  to  have  a box  of  porcnssion  caps  in  his  pocket,  had  dis- 
tributed them  to  his  comrades,  who  carried  thoir  pieces  capped  and  half 
cocked,  creating  the  impression  that  the}’  were  loaded  and  ready  for  service. 
fi-Wis  ruse  undoubtedly  saved  the  battalion  from  the  murderous  assault  made 
upon  the  llassachusetts  Sixth  on  the  following  day.  Before  leaving,  they  were 
pelted  with  stones  and  billets  of  wood  rfliile  boarding  the  cars;  but,  forlu- 
natoly.  none  were  seriously  inj’ared,  and  the  train  finally  moved  away  and 
reached  Washington  in  safety,  the  first  troops  to  come  to  tho  unguarded  and 
iniperiled  capital. 

Instead  of  sixteen,  tw’enty-fivo  regiments  vrerQ  organized  for  the  three  months’ 
service  fi’om  Pennsylvania.  Judging  from  the  threatening  attitude  assumed 
by  the  rebels  across  the  Potomac  that  ttie  southei-n  frontier  would  be  con- 
stantly menaced,  Gov.  Curtin  sought  permission  to  organize  a select  corps, 
to  consist  of  thirteen  legiments  of  infantry,  one  of  cavalry,  and  one  of  artillery, 
and  to  be  kno-p,’n  as  the  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Corps,  which  the  Legislature,  iu 
6]:>ecial  .‘■;ession,  granted.  This  corps  of  15,000  men  was  speedily  raised,  and  the 
intention  of  the  State  authorities  was  to  keep  this  body  permamently  within 
the  limits  of  the  Commonwealth  for  defense.  But  at  the  time  of  the  First 
Bull  Run  disaster  in  July',  iSCd,  the  National  Government  found  itself  w^ith- 
out  troops  to  even  defend  the  capital,  the  time  of  the  three  mouths’  men  being 
now'  about  to  expire,  and  at  its  urgent  call  this  lino  bodysvas  sent  forward  and 
never  again  returned  for  the  execution  of  the  duty  for  which  it  was  formed, 
having  borne  the  brunt  of  the  fighting  on  many  a hard-fought  field  during  the 
three  years  of  its  service. 

In  addition  to  tire  volunteer  troops  furnished  in  response  to  the  several 
calls  of  the  President,  upon  the  occasion  of  the  rebel  invasion  of  Maryland  in 
September,  1802,  Gov.  Curtin  called  5l\000  men  for  the  emergency',  and 
though  the  time  w’as  very  brief,  25,0*10  came,  were  organized  under  command 
of  Geu,  John  F.  Reynolds,  and  were  marcliod  to  the  border.  But  the  battle  of 
Autietam,  fought  on  the  ITth  of  Soptem'KT,  caused  the  enemy  to  beat  a hasty 
retreat,  and  the  border  was  relieved  when  the  emergency  troops  were  dis- 
banded aud  returned  to  their  homes.  On  the  19th  of  October,  Gen.  J.  E.  B. 
Stew'art,  of  the  rebel  army,  with  l,SO0  horsemen  under  command  of  Hampton, 
Lee  and  Jones,  crossed  the  Potomac  and  made  directly'  for  Chambersburg, 
arriving  after  dark.  Not  waiting  for  morning  to  attack,  he  sent  in  a flag  of 
tmee  demanding  the  surrender  of  the  town.  There  were  275  Union  soldiers  iu 
hospital,  w'hom  he  paroled.  Luring  the  night,  tho  troopers  were  busy  picking 
up  horses — sw'apping  horses  pei’hap'S  it  should  be  called — aud  the  morning  saw 
them  early  on  the  move.  The  rear  guard  gave  notice  before  leaving  to  re- 
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mov0  all  families  from  tbe  neighboiiiood  of  the  public  buildings,  as  they  in- 
tended to  fire  them.  There  v.-as  a largo  amount  of  fixed  aramunifion  in  them, 
which  liad  been  captured  from  LoJigstreet's  train,  l^esides  Government  stores 
of  fhoes,  clothing  and  muskets.  At  11  o’clock  the  station  house,  round  house, 
7'ailroad  machine  shoyis  and  warehouses  were  fired  and  consigned  to 
destruction.  The  fire  department  was  promptly  out:  but  it  v,’as  dangerous  to 
approach  the  burning  buildings  on  account  of  the  amraunitioii,  and  all 
perished. 

The  year  1SG2  was  one  of  intense  excitement  and  activity.  From  about  the 
1st  of  May,  1801,  to  the  end  of  1862,  there  were  recruited  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, one  hundred  and  eleven  regiments,  iucluding  eleven  of  cavalry  and 
three  of  artillery,  for  three  years’  service;  twenty-five  regiments  for  three  months; 
SGventoeu  for  nine  months;  tifteen  of  drafted  militia;  and  twenty-live  called  out 
for  the  emergency,  an  aggregate  of  one  hundred  and  ninety- three  regiments — a 
graml  total  of  over  200,000  men — a great  army  in  itself. 

In  June,  1S63,  Gen.  Kobert  E.  Lee,  v/ith  his  entire  army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia, invaded  Pennsylvania.  The  Army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Gen.  Joseph 
Hooker.  foIioAved.  The  latter  rvas  superseded  on  the  28th  of  June  by  G-en.  George 
G-.  Meade.  The  vanguards  of  the  .ai'iny  met  a mile  or  so  out  of  Gettysburg  on  the 
Chambersburg  pike  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  July.  Hill’.s  corps  of  the 
rebel  army  Avas  held  in  check  by  the  sturdy  lighting  of  a small  division  of 
cavalry  under  Gen.  Buford  until  10  o’clock,  when  Gen.  Reynolds  came  to  his 
relief  wi^li  the  First  Corps.  'While  bringing  his  forces  into  action, Reynolds 
was  killed,  and  the  command  devolved  on  Gen.  Abner  Doubleday,  and  the 
figliting  became  terrible,  the  Fnion  forces  being  greatly  outnumbered.  At  2 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  the  Eleventh  Corps,  Geu.  O.  O.  Howard,  came  to  the 
support  of  the  First.  But  noAV  the  corps  of  Ewell  had  joined  hands  with  Hill, 
and  a full  tAvo-thirds  of  the  entire  rebel  array  Avas  on  the  held,  opposed  by 
only  the  two  Aveak  Enion  corps,  in  an  inferior  position.  A sturdy  light  was 
hov/ever  maintained  until  5 o’clock.  Avhen  the  Fnion  forces  withdrew  through 
the  toAVD,  and  took  pAosition  upon  rising  ground  covering  t’ne  Baltimore  pike. 
During  the  night  the  entire  Union  army  came  up,  AA'ith  the  excepition  of  the 
Sixth  Corps,  and  took  position,  and  at  2 o'clock  in  the  morning  Gen.  Meade 
and  staff  came  on  ihe  held.  Daring  the  morning  hours,  and  until  4 o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  the  two  armie.s  Avere  getting  into  pAosition  for  the  desperate 
struggle.  The  Third  Corps,  Gen.  SicJdes,  occupied  the  extreme  left,  his  corps 
abAitting  on  the  Little  Round  Top  at  the  Dga’iI’s  Den,  and  reaching,  en  echelon, 
through  the  rugged  ground  to  the  Peach  Orchard,  and  thence  along  the  Em- 
mettsburg  pike,  where  it  joined  the  Second  Corps,  Gen.  Hancock,  reaching 
OAmr  Cemetery  Hill,  the  EleA'enth  Corps,  Gen.  Howard,  the  First,  Gen.  Double- 
day,  and  the  Twelfth,  Gen.  Slocum,  reaching  across  Culp’s  Hill — the  whole 
crescent  shape.  To  this  formation  the  rebel  army  conformed,  Longstreet  op- 
posite the  Union  left,  Hill  opposite  the  center,  and  Ewell  opposite  the  Union 
right.  At  4 P.  M.  the  battle  was  opened  by  Longstreet,  on  the  extreme  left  of 
Sickles,  and  the  lighting  became  terrific,  the  rebels  making  strenuous  efforts 
to  gain  Little  Round  Top.  But  at  the  opportune  moment  a part  of  the  Fifth 
Corpis,  Con.  Sykes,  Avas  brought  upon  that  key  position,  and  it  Avas  saved  to 
the  Union  side.  T'ue  slaughter  in  front  of  Round  Top  at  the  wheat-field  and 
the  Peach  Orchard  Avas  fearful.  The  Third  Corps  was  driven  back  from  its 
advanced  position,  and  its  commander,  Gen.  Sickles,  Avas  wounded,  losing  a 
leg.  In  a more  contracted  position,  the  Union  lino  was  made  secure,  w’here  it 
rested  for  the  night.  Just  at  dusk,  the-  Louisiana  Tigers,  some  1,800  men, 
made  a desperate  charge  on  Cemetery  Hill,  emerging  suddenly  from  a hillock 
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just  back  of  the  town.  The  struggle  was  desperate,  but  the  Tigers  being 
weakened  by  the  fire  of  the  artillery,  and  by  the  infantry  crouching  behind  the 
stone  wall,  the  onset  was  chocked,  and  Carroll’s  brigade,  of  the  Second  Corps, 
coming  to  the  rescue,  they  were  finally  beaten  back,  terribly  decimated.  At 
about  the  same  time,  a portion  of  Ewell’s  corps  made  an  advance  on  the  ex- 
treme Enion  )‘ight,  at  a point  where  the  b'oop.s  had  been  withdrawn  to  send  to 
the  support  of  Sickles,  and  unopposed,  gained  the  extremity  of  Culp’s  Hill, 
pushing  tnrough  nearly  to  the  Baltimoi’e  pike,  in  dangerous  proximity  to  the 
reserve  artillery  and  trains,  and  oven  tlio  headquarters  of  the  Union  com- 
mander. But  in  their  attempt  to  roll  up  the  Union  right  they  were  met  by 
Green’s  brigade  of  the  Twelfth  Corps,  and  by  desperate  fighting  their  farther 
progress  was  stayed.  Thus  ended  the  battle  of  the  second  day.  The  Union  left 
and  right  had  been  sorely  jammed  and  pushed  back. 

At  4 o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  July,  Gen.  Geary,  who  had  been 
ordered  away  to  the  support  of  Sickles,  having  returned  during  the  night  and 
t.aken  position  on  the  right  of  Green,  opened  the  battle  for  the  recovery  of  bis 
lost  breastworks  on  the  right  of  Culp’s  Hill.  Until  10 o’clock,  the  battle  raged 
with  unabated  fury.  The  heat  was  intolerable,  and  .the  sulphurous  vapor 
hung  like  a pall  over  the  combatants,  shutting  out  the  light  of  clay.  The 
fiohtiucr  was  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  and  the  echoes  resounded  with  fearful 
distinctness.  The  Twelfth  Corps  was  supported  by  portions  of  the  Sixth, 
which  had  now  come  up.  At  length  the  euern}',  weakened  and  tkiding  them- 
selves overborne  on  all  sides,  gave  way,  and  the  Union  breastworks  were  ro- 
occupied  and  the  Union  right  made  entirely  secure.  Comparative  cpiet  now 
reigned  on  either  side  until  2 o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  meantime  both 
sides  bringing  up  fresh  troops  aud  repairing  damages.  The  rebel  leader  hav- 
ing brought  his  best  available  artillery  in  upon  his  right  center,  suddenly 
opened  with  luO  pieces  a concentric  fire  'upon  the  devoted  Union  left  center, 
where  stood  the  troops  of  Hancock  and  Doubleday  and  Sickles.  The  shock 
was  terrible.  Barely  has  such  a cannonade  been  known  on  any  field.  For 
neaily  two  hours  it  was  continued.  Thinking  that  the  Union  lino  had  been 
broken  and  demoralized  by  this  fire,  Longstroet  brought  out  a fresh  corps  of 
some  18,000  men,  under  Pickett,  aud  charged  full  upon  the  point  which  had 
been  the  mark  for  the  cannonade.  As  soon  as  this  charging  column  came  into 
view,  the  Union  artillery  opened  upon  it  from  right  and  left  and  center,  and 
rent  it  with  fearful  effect.  AVhon  come  within  musket  range,  the  Union 
troops,  who  had  been  crouching  behind  slight  pits  and  a low  stone  wall, 
pomud  in  a most  murderous  fire.  Still  the  rebels  pushed  forward  with  a bold 
face,  and  actually  crossed  the  Union  lines  and  had  their  hands  on  the  Union 
guns.  But  the  slaughter  was  too  terrible  to  withstaud.  The  killed  and 
wounded  lay  scattered  over  all  the  plain.  Many  were  gathered  in  as  prisoners. 
Finally,  the  remnant  staggered  back,  and  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  was  at  an 
end. 

Gathering  all  in  upon  his  fortified  lino,  the  rebel  chieftain  fell  to  strength- 
ening it,  which  he  held  with  a firm  hand.  At  night-fall,  he  put  his  trains 
with  the  wounded  upon  the  retreat.  During  the  4th,  great  activity  in  build- 
ing v.'orks  was  manifest,  and  a heavy  skirmish  line  was  kept  well  out,  which 
resolutely  met  any  advance  of  Union  forces.  The  entire  fighting  force  of  the 
rebel  army  remained  in  ]tbsition  behind  their  breastworks  on  Oak  Ridge,  until 
nightfall  of  the  4th,  when,  under  cover  of  darkness,  it  w’as  withdrawn,  and 
before  morning  was  well  on  its  way  to  Williamsport.  The  losses  on  the  Union 
side  were  2,83  t-  killed,  13,709  wounded,  and  0,043  missjng,  an  aggregate  of 
23,180.  Of  the  losses  of  the  enemy,  no  adequate  returns  were  made.  Meade 
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reports  13;G21  prisoners  taken,  and  the  losses  by  killed  and  wounded  must 
have  been  greater  than  on  the-  Union  side.  On  the  rebel  side.  Maj.  Gens. 
Hood,  Pender,  trrimble  and  Heth  were  wounded,  Pender  mortally.  P*rig. 
Gens.  BaJ'ksdale  and  Garnett  were  killed,  and  Semms  mortally  wounded. 
Brig.  Gods.  Kemper,  Armistead,  Scales.  G.  T.  Anderson,  Haroptou,  J.  Ak. 
Jones  and  Jenkins  were  wounded;  Archer , was  taken  prisoner  and  Pettigrew 
was  wounded  and  subsequently  killed  at  Palling  Waters,  in  the  Union  army, 
Jlaj.  Gen.  Pweynolds  and  Brig.  Gens.  Yinceat,  Weed,  AYillard  and  Zook  were 
killed.  A.Iaj.  Gens.  Sickles,  Plancock,  Douldodav,  Gibbon,  Barlow,  Wa.rren 
and  Buttertiold,  and  Brig.  Gens.  Graham,  Paul,  Stone,  Barnes  and  Brooke 
were  wounded.  A National  Cemetery  was  secu.red  on  the  center  of  the  held, 
v.’here,  as  soon  as  the  weather  would  permit,  tho  dead  were  gathered  and  care- 
fully interred.  Of  the  entire  number  interred.  3,512,  Alaino  had  104;  New 
Hampshire,  49;  Vermont.  61;  Alassachusetts,  159;  Rhode  Island,  12;  Con- 
necticut, 22;  New  York,  807;  New  Jersey,  7S;  Pennsylvania,  534;  Delaware, 
15;  Maryland,  22;  West  Virginia,  11;  Ohio,  131;  Indiana,  SO;  Illinois,  6; 
Alichigau,  171;  Wisconsin,  73;  Alinnesota,  52;  United  States  Regulars,  138;' 
unknown,  979.  In  the  center  of  the  held,  a noble  monument  has  been  erect- 
ed, and  on  the  19th  of  November.  1864,  the  ground  was  -formally  dedicated, 
v.-hen  the  eminent  orator,  Ed’, card  Everett,  delivered  an  oration,  and  President 
Lincoln  delivered  the  following  dedicatory  address; 

“ Fourscore  and  seven  years  ago,  our  fathers  brought  forth  upon  this  conti- 
nent a new  nation,  conceived  in  liberty’,  and  dedicated  to  the  proposition  that 
ali  men  are  created  equal.  Now  we  are  engaged  in  a great  civil  war,  testing 
whether  tliat  nation  or  any-  nation  so  conceived  and  so  dedicated,  can  long’  en- 
diu’e.  AVe  are  met  on  a great  battle  held  of  that  war.  AVe  are  met  to  dedi- 
cate a portion  of  it  as  the  hnal  resting  place  of  those  who  here  gave  their 
lives  that  this  nation  might  live.  It  is  altogether  fitting  and  propter  that  we 
should  t,lo  this.  But  in  a 1 irger  sense  we  cannot  dedicate,  we  cannot  conse- 
crate, we  cannot  hallow  this  ground.  The  brave  men.  living  and  dead,  who 
struggled  here  have  consecrated  it  far  above  our  power  to  add  or  detract. 
Tho  world  will  little  note  nor  long  remember  what  we  say’  here,  but  it  can 
never  forget  what  they  did  here.  It  is  for  us,  the  living,  rather  to  be  dedi- 
cated here  to  the  unfinished  work  that  they-  have  thus  far  so  nobly’  carried  on. 
It  is  rather  for  us  to  be  here  dedicated  to  the  great  task  remaining  before  us — 
tliat  from  these  honored  dead  we  take  increased  devotion  to  the  cause  for  which 
they  hero  gave  the  last  full  measure  of  devotion — that  we  here  highly  resolve 
that  the  dead  shall  not  have  died  in  vain;  that  the  nation  shall,  under  God, 
have  a new  birth  of  freedom,  and  that  the  government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people,  and  for  the  peojile  shall  not  pierish  from  the  earth.’’ 

So  soon  as  indications  pointed  to  a possible  invasion  of  (lie  North  b^  the 
rebeParmy  under  Gen.  Lee,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  organized  in  two 
military  departments,  that  of  the  Susquehanna,  to  the  command  of  which 
Darius  N.  Couch  was  assigned,  with  headquarters  at  Harrisburg,  aud  that  of 
the  Alonongahela,  under  AV.  T.  H.  Brooks,  with  headquarters  at  Pittsburgh. 
Urgent  calls  for  the  militia  were  made,  and  large  numbers  in  regiments,  in 
companies,  in  squadrons  came  promptly  at  the  call  to  the  number  of  over  36,- 
000  men,  who  were  organized  for  a period  of  ninety’  days.  Fortifications 
were  thrown  up  to  cover  Harrisburg  and  Pittsburgh,  and  the  troop.s  were  moved 
to  threatened  points.  But  before  they'  could  be  brought  into  accion,  the  great 
decisive  coutlict  had  been  fought,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  northern  soil. 
Four  re.giroents  under  G en.  Brooks  were  moved  into  Ohio 'to  aid  in  arresting  a 
raid  undertaken  by  John  Alorgan,  who,  with  2,009  horse  aud  four  guns,  had 
cx’ossed  the  Ohio  River  for  a diversion  in  favor  of  Lee.  s 
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In  the  beginning  of  Only,  .1864,  Gon.  Early  invaded  Maryland,  and  made 
bis  way  lo  tbo  tbresbold  of  Wasbinglon.  Fearing  anotber  invasion  of  the 
Stale,  Gov.  Curtin  called  for  volunteers  to  serve  for  100  days.  Gon.  Conch 
was  still  at  the  head  of  the  dejiartment  of  the  Snsquebanua.  and  six  regiments 
and  six  companies  w^ero  organized,  but  as  fast  as  oiganizcd  they  v/ere  called  to 
the  front,  the  last  regiment  leaving  the  State  on  the  20th  of  July.  On  the 
eve.ning  of  this  day,  Gens.  McCausland,  Lradioy  Johnson  and  Harry  Gilmore, 
with  3,000  m.aint'.'d  men  tnd  six  guns,  crossed  the  Potomac,  and  made  thei, 
way  to  Chambersburg.  Another  column  of  3,000,  under  Vaughn  and  Jackson 
advanced  to  Hagerstown,  and  a third  to  Leitersburg.  Averell,  with  a small 
force,  was  at  Hagerstown,  but  linding  liimself  over-matclied  withdrew’  through 
Greeucastle  to  IMount  Hope.  Lieut.  McLean,  with  fifty  men  in  front  of  Afc- 
Causland,  gallantly  kept  his  face  to  the  foe,  and  checked  the  advance  at  every 
favorable  point.  On  being  apprised  of  their  coming,  the  jniblic  stores  at  Cham- 
ber.sburg  were  moved  northivard.  At  six  A.  AI, , McCausiand  opened  his  bat- 
teries upon  the  town,  but,  finding  it  unprotected,  took  possession.  Hinging  the 
court  house  bell  to  call  the  people  together,  Capt.  Fitzhngh  read  an.  order  to 
the  assembly,  signed  by  Gen.  Jubal  Early,  directing  the  command  to  proceed 
to  Chamber.'biu’g  and  demand  §100,1)00  in  g^old.  or  §500,000  in  greenbacks, 
and,  if  not  paid,  to  burn  the  town.  AVhile  this  parley  was  in  progress,  hats, 
caps,  boots,  watches,  clothing  and  valuables  w'ere  unceremoniously  appropriated, 
and  purses  demanded  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  As  money  w'as  not  in  hand 
to  meet  so  unexpected  a draft,  the  torch  rvas  lighted.  In  less  than  a quarter 
of  an  hv.'ur  from  the  time  the  first  match  was  applied,  the  vdiole  business  part 
of  the  town  was  in  flames.  No  notice  ivas  given  for  removing  the  women  and 
children  and  sick.  Burning  partie.s  were  sent  into  each  quarter  of  the  town, 
which  made  thorough  work.  AVith  the  exception  of  a few  houses  upon  the 
outskirts,  the  whole  w’as  laid  in  ruins.  Retiring  rapidly,  the  entire  rebel 
command  recrossed  the  Potomac  before  any  adequate  force  could  be  gathered 
to  check  its  pirogress. 

The  whole  number  of  soldiers  recruited  under  the  various  calls  for  troops 
from  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  was  306.000.  By  authority  of  the  common- 
wealth, in  1800,  the  commencement  was  made  of  the  publication  of  a history 
of  these  volunteer  organizations,  embracing  a brief  historical  account  of  the 
part  taken  by  each  regiment  and  indeyiendent  body  in  every  battle  in  which  it 
was  engaged,  with  ihe  name,  rank,  date  of  muster,  period  for  which  he  en- 
listed, casualties,  and  fate  of  every  oHicer  and  private.  This  w’ork  was  com- 
pleted in  1S72,  in  live  imperial  octavo  volumes  of  over  1,400  pages  each. 

In  Alay,  1861,  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  of  Pennsylvania,  an  organiza- 
tion of  the  obicers  of  the  Revolutionary  war  and  their  descendants,  donated 
$500  toward  arming  and  equipping  troops.  By  order  of  the  Legislature, 
this  sum  W’as  devoted  to  procuring  flags  for  the  regiments,  and  each  organiza- 
tion that  went  forth,  w’as  provided  with  one  emblazoned  with  the  arms  of  the 
commonwealth.  These  flags,  seamed  and  battle  stained,  were  returned  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  and  are  now  preserNed  in  a room  devoted  to  the  purpose  in 
the  State  capitol — precious  emblems  of  the  daring  and  suffering  of  that  great 
arorv’  that  went  forth  to  uphold  and  maintain  the  integrity  of  the  nation. 

AARen  the  war  was  over,  the  State  undertook  the  charge  of  providing  fox' 
all  soldiers’  orphans  in  schools  located  in  different  parts  of  its  territory,  fur- 
nishing food,  clothing,  instruction  and  care,  imtil  they  should  be  grown  to 
manhood  and  womanhood.  The  number  thus  gathered  and  cared  for  has  been 
some  7,500  annually,  for  a period  of  nineteen  years,  at  an  average  annual  ex- 
pense of  some  §600,000. 
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At  the  electiou  in  ISGG,  John  W.  Gea]y,  a veteran  General  ot  the  late  war, 
was  chosen  Governor.  During  his  aJministratiorj,  settlements  were  marie  with 
the  General  Govermnont,  extraordinary  dehta  iucvirred  daring  the  war  were 
paid,  and  a large  redriction  of  the  old  debt'of  S40,(j00,000  inherited  from  the 
coTistruction  of  the  canal.',  was  made.  A convention  for  a revision  of  tlie  con- 
stitution was  ordered  by  act  of  April  11,  18(2.  This  convention  assembled  in 
llarrisburo-  h’ovember  13,  and  adjourned  to'  meet  in  Philadelphia,  where  it 
convened  on  the  7th  of  January,  1S73,  and  the  instrument  framed  v/as  adopted 
Oil  the  TSth  of  December,  1S73.  By  its  provisions,  the  number  of  Senators 
was  increased  from  thdrty-thrce  to  fifty,  and  llepresentatives  from  100  to  201, 
.cubjoct  to  further  increase  in  proportion  to  increase  of  population;  biennial, 
in  ]7iace  of  annual  sessions;  making  the  term  of  Supreme  Court  Judges  twenty- 
one  in  place  of' fifteen  years;  remanding  a large  class  of  legislation  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  courts;  making  the  term  of  Governor  four  years  in  place  of  three, 
and  proliibiting  special  legislation,  were  some  of  the  changes  provided  for. 

In  January.  1S73,  John  F.  hlaifranft  became  Governor,  and  at  the  election 
in  1878,  Henry  F.  Hoyt  was  chosen  Governor,  both  soldiers  of  the  late  war. 
In  the  summer  of  1S77.  by  coiu'ert  of  action  of  the  employes  on  the  several 
linos  of  railway  in  tlie  State,  trains  were  stopped  and  travel  and  traffic  were  in- 
terrupted for  several  days  together.  At  Pittsburgh,  conflicts  occurred  between 
the  railroad  men  and  the  militia,  and  a vast  amount  r x property  was  destroyed. 
The  opposition  to  the  local  military  was  too  powerful  to  be  controlled,  and 
the  ^National  Governme?!t  was  appealed  to  for  aid.  A force  of  regulars  was 
promptly  ordered  out,  and  the  rioters  tinally  <[uelled.  P'nfortunately,  Gov. 
Hartranft  wa,«  absent  from  the  State  at  the  time  of  the  troubles. 

At  the  election  in  1SS2,  Bobert  E.  Pattison  was  chosen  Governor,  who  is  tbo 
]>resent  incumbent.  The  Legislature,  which  met  at  the  opening  of  1SS3,  having 
adjourned  after  a session  of  156  days,  without  ]rassing  a Congressional  appor- 
tionment bill,  as  was  rerjuired,  was  immediately  reconvened  in  extra  session  by 
the  Governor,  and  remained  in  session  until  near  the  close  of  the  year,  from 
June  1 to  December  5,  without  coming  to  an  agreement  upon  a bill,  and 
finally  adjourned  withovd  having  passed  one.  This  protracted  sitting  is  in 
marked  contrast  to  the  session  of  that  early  Ai.ssembly  in  which  an  entire  con- 
stitutio3i  and  laws  of  the  province  were  framed  and  adopted  in  the  space  of 
tliree  days. 
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TAJJI  T.  SUO^\l.\G  THE  VOTE 


noo. 

Thomas  M.  Hin CT,7-'o 

ArtI' i:r  St.  Clair 2,S02 

Thomas  Miflliu lS,oOO 

F.  A.  Jluhloiibarg 10,708 

179G. 

Thomas  MiilUii 30,020 

1’.  A.  .'Vluhleribcrg 1,011 

1799. 

Thomas  .VTrKtau 33,03(1 

James  Ira^s 32,811 

1802. 

Thomas  (‘[eKLan 47,370 

James  Koss,  o:  Thtsbtirgh 9,10J 

.l.'iiies  Koss 7,')ji 

ISOS. 

Simon  .Suyder 67,975 

James  K >ss 39,.57-5 

John  Spavd 4,00''- 

\T.  .shielXs 2 

CliRvleN  Nice 1 

jHCk  >\Oss 2 

\V.  Tiisrhonn 1 

1811. 

Simon  SnyTer 52,-319 

IVilliam  Tighlraau 3,609 

■Scatfriug.iio  recorj  for  whom  1,675 

IS.U. 

■Simoa  Snyder 51,000 

Isaac  IVamio 29,.706 

In  [>at-imer 910 

.1.  11.  i''ist .1 

1817. 

William  Fiadluy 66,351 

Joseph  Iliester 1 50,272 

Moses  Palmer 1 

Aaron  H-insoii 1 

John  Seller 1 

Seth  Thomas..... 1 

Nicholas  \\  isernaii 3 

Benjamin  R.  .Morgan 2 

William  Tilghman 1 

Andrew  Gregg 1 

1820. 

Joseph  HieTer 67,905 

William  Findlay 08, 300 

Scattering  ( no  record) 21 

. 1823. 

J Andrew  .Shiilze Sl,7-  ! 

Andrew  Gregg C4,i  :>l 

Andrew  Shulrc 112 

John  .Vndrew  Shnlze 7,311 

Andrew  Oragg 55 

Audreworeg.'. i 

•Tohn  .-.hul/o 754 

ls,.tJianiel  13  Boileau 3 

Copt..  Glosse.ader 3 

John  Gassender 1 

I. saac  Wayne 1 

tjeorge  Bryan i 

1820. 

J.  Andrew Sli’ii/.e 72,710 

John  Sergeant 1.17.5 

Scattering  (no  record) 1.171 


FOB  GOVERNOIi.S  OF  I'ENNST 


IZATIOX  OF  THE 

STATE. 

1S20. 

George  Wolf : 

7.5,219 

Joseph  Ritner 

Jl.HC 

George  E.  P.aunr 

6 

I-'rank  K.  

3 

1832. 

Geor  ge  V'ol  f 

91, 355 

Joseph  Ritner 

,, 83,165 

1835. 

Joseph  Ritner 

94,923 

Goorgo  Wolf. 

c-5,?ni 

Henry  A.  Muhloitberg... 

49,5S6 

1838. 

]>avirl  R.  Roi'ter 

127,527 

Joseph  liituwr 

12-V^-i 

1841. 

D:i  vld  K.  Porter 

136,504 

John  Banks 

113,473 

T.  J.  Lemovue 

763 

George  F.  Horton 

is 

'-amuc!  L.  Carpenter 

4 

IGUs  Lewis 

i 

1844. 

Fi'ancis  R.  Shuuk 

160,32-2 

To.seph  M.arkle 

156,049 

ouUusJ.  Leuioviie 

lu 

John  llaiiev 

•> 

James  Page’ 

1 

1847. 

1 rancis  R.  Shunk 

M6,0S1 

Jiliues  I:  viu 

12S,14.S 

r<iuauael  C.  Pei<:;.Trt 

11,247 

F.  .1.  Leraoyne 

1,«G1 

weorge  M.  Keim 

1 

Abijah  Morri^ou 

3 

1818. 

William  F.  Johnston 

16,5,-522 

Morris  Lungstreth 

luS,'2'2-5 

K.  Gazzaiii 

4-S 

Scattering  tno  record)... 

24 

1851. 

William  Bigler 



\\  tlliam  I'.  Johnston 

17.S.051 

Ki tuber  Cleaver 

1,S50 

1854. 

James  Pollock 

5r,,S22 

William  Bigler 

166,991 

V>.  Rush  Rnidford 

2,191 

18-77. 

AVilliam  F.  P.acker 

1SS,S46 

l>:iviil  ^VillUOt 

149,1-39 

l^anc  Ilcizlehurst 

2S,U;s 

James  Pollock 

1 

(Torir-’o  H.  Panvt 

1 

illiaiu  irteel 

1 

1' . P.  Sw.irtz 

1 

Samuel  ^[c]mrlnn^.l 

1 

Ge,jrge  F.  Horton 

" 

1860. 

udrew  Cr.  Curtin 

262.;446 

Henry  p.  Foster 



1863. 

A-  G-  Curtin 

2rv;\.-5(V, 

(jv.'ri;e  W.  .. 

251,171 

John  lltekmcn 

1 

Thomas  M.  Howe 

1 

lvaxia  since  the  ORGAX- 


1806. 

John  W.  Geary .507,271 

Ifiester  Clymer 2'.H),0',)7 

Giles  Lewis 7 

1369. 

Jnliii  W.  Geary 29',',5.52 

Asa  Packer 2S5  tl  jii 

1\'.  r>.  Kelly I 

W.  J.  Robinson 1 

1872. 

John  K.  ilartrauft 555,357 

Charles  R.  Buckalen 317,769 

S.  B.  Chase 1,197 

M'illi.im  1'.  Schell 12 

1875. 

John  K Ilartrauft .504.175 

Cyrus  L,  Pershing 292,11-5 

R.  .Ciidley  Brown 13,2-14 

James  S.  Xegley 1 

Phillip  Weiidle 1 

J.  W.  Brown 1 

G.  T'.  Reinhard 1 

G.  D.  Coleman 1 

James  Stajiles 1 

Richard  Vaua. 1 

Craig  Biddle 1 

Francis  W.  Hughes  1 

Henry  C.  Tyler 1 

W.  IX  Brown 1 

George  V.  L.iwrouce 1 

A.  L.  Brown 1 

1878. 

H.  M.  Hoyt 319,  t9'l 

Andrew  11.  Pill 297,137 

.‘^uiiiuel  R.  iUason S!,T5s 

Franklin  H.  Lane 3,753 

S.  .Matson 2 

John  McKee 1 

P.  Kirk 1 

R.  L.  Miller 1 

J.  H.  Hopkins 1 

A.  G.  W illiams 1 

■Samuel  !L  Lane 1 

John  Fenig 1 

James  M usgrove 1 

Silas  M.  liuiiy 1 

A.  S post 9 

C.  --V.  1 oruen 3, 

•Seth  Yocum 1 

Edward  E.  Orvis 1 

1882. 

Robert  E,  Pattison 355,791 

James  A.  Beaver 315,.5.69 

John  t'ter.art 43,713 

Thomas  A.  Armstrong 23,998 

-blfred  C.  Pettit 5,19*; 

L.  L.  Pattison 1 

K.  E.  Beaver 1 

■ J.  H.  Hopkins 1 

W.  H Hope 1 

K.  It.  Patterson 2 

— iitowan 2 

.T.  .\.  Brown 1 

K.  .'Smith 1 

— Cameron 1 

James  McXalls 1 

T.  .A.  .Armstrong 1 

Thomas  Armstrong 16 

R.  E.  Pattison 1 

M illiam  X.  Drake 1 

John  Mfi 'leery 2 

John  .-V.  .--tewart 1 

G.  .1.  Grow 1 
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HISTORY  OF  ERIE-COUHTY 


CHAPTER  I. 

Genkral  Desckiptiox,  Etc. 

Erie  COE'NTY  constitates  the  extreme  northwestern  point  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  is  the  only  portion  of  the  State  that  borders  on  Lake  Erie.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Lake  Erie,  on  the  east  by  Chautauqua  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  ^v'al•ren  County,  Penn.,  on  the  south  by  Crawford  County,  Penn.,  and  on 
the  west  by  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio.  The  length  of  the  county  along  the  lake  is 
about  foi'ty-live  miles,  along  the  Chautauqua  and  *\7arren  County  lines  thirty- 
six  miles,  along  that  of  Crawford  County  forty-five  miles,  and  along  the  Ohio 
line  nine  mhos.  It  contains  745  square  miles,  or  470,515  square  acres.  Its 
mean  or  center  latitude  is  forty-two  degi'ees  north,  and  its  longitude  is  three 
degrees  vrest  from  Washington. 

Up  to  the  24th  of  September,  I78S,  all  of  the  State  lying  west  of 
the  Alh  ghany  Mountains  was  embraced  in  Westmoreland  and  Washington 
Counties.  On  that  date,  the  section  north  of  the  Ohio  and  Vvest  of  the 
Allegheny  to  the  Ohio  line  was  set  ofi’  as  a now  county,  which  was  named 
after  the  lat^-er  river.  ITttsbnrgh  was  designated  as  its  county  seat.  The  popu- 
lation was  sparse,  and  it  was  not  until  ten  years  later  that  a nece.'^sit.y  arose 
in  the  Northwest  for  a separate  governmental  organization.  On  the  4th 
of  April,  1798,  Erie  Township  was  erected  with  the  identical  limits  of  the 
present  county. 

COUNTY  AND  TOWNSIilP  ORGANIZATION. 

The  counties  of  Erie,  Butler,  Beaver,  Crawford,  Mercer,  Venango  and 
AVarren  were  created  by  an  act  of  the  Legislatiu'e  of  March  12,  1S0(),  their 
seats  of  justice  being  named  at  the  same  time.  Being  unable  to  sustain  a 
separate  organization,  five  of  these,  Erie,  Crawford,  Mercer,  Venango  and 
AVarren,  w'ere  united  in  one  organization  for  governmental  purposes,  with  the 
general  title  of  Crawford  County,  under  an  act  passed  April  9,  ISOI.  The 
county  seat  Avas  at  Aleailville,  and  one  set  of  county  officers  and  one  member 
of  the  As.sembly  served  for  the  whole  five.  This  relation  continued  until  1803, 
when  the  first  county  officers  were  elected  in  Erie  County. 

The  townships  originally  e.stablished  in  Erie  County  were  sixteen  in  num- 
ber, as  follows: 

Brokenstraw,  Beaver  Dam.  “Coniaute,”  “Conniat,”  Elk  Creak.  Fairview, 
Greenfield,  Harbor  Creek,  ■•IjeBcBuff,”  Alill  Creek,  AIcKean,  North  East, 
Springfield,  Union,  A'enarigo,  AA'aterford. 

The  following  towmships  have  been  added,  making  twenty-one  in  all; 
Amity,  Franklin,  Girard.  Summit,  AVayne. 

The  name  of  BrokenstraAv  Avas  changed  to  Concord  in  1821, 
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Amity  was  taken  from  UuioH  in  1S20. 

Wayne  was  formed  out  of  Concord  in  1826. 

Girard  vvc.s  set  off  from  Elk  Creek,  Fairview  and  Spriuglield  in  1832. 

The  name  of  “Couiaute”  was  changed  to  Washington  in  183 1-. 

Tliat  of  Beaver  Dam  was  changed  to  Greene  in  1S40. 

Franklin  was  created  out  of  parts  of  Washington,  McKean  and  Elk  Creek 
] S44. 

Sdmmit  was  formed  out  of  Greene,  Waterford  and  IMcIvean  in  1854. 


CITIES,  EOKOUGHS  ANU  VILLAGES. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  cities,  boroughs  and  villages  in  the  county, 
with  their  distances  from  Erie  by  railroad  and  conunon  road.  The  distances 
by  common  road  are  by  the  most  direct  routes,  measuring  from  the  city  parks. 
Those  by  rail,  via  the  Fbiladelphia  & Erie  road,  are  from  the  water’s  edge  at 
the  foot  of  State  street,  and  those  by  the  Lake  Shore  and  Erie  A'  Pittsburgh 
roads  are  from  the  Fnion  Depot.  The  stars  (*)  in  the  first  column  of  figures 
indicate  that  the  towns  are  not  upon  the  lines  of  railroad,  but  can  be  reached 
from  Eric  partly  by  rail  and  partly  by  common  road.  In  such  cases  the  dis- 
tance:! a;'o  given  as  by  the  railroad  station  that  is  generally  used,  as,  for  in- 
stance, Girard,  W'est  Girard  and  Lockport  b}"  way  of  Miles  Grove;  Albion, 
Wellsburg  and  Cranesville  by  way  of  Albion  Depot;  "Wattsburg  and  Lowviile 


by  way  of  Fnion  City,  and  so  on.  M’here  but  one  set  of  figures  is  opposite  a 
name,  it  is  an  indication  that  the  place  is  reached  by  common  road  only: 

PLACES. 

BY  WHAT  KAIEROAP. 

DISTANCE 
BY  RAIL. 

r A a 

PI 
2 ^ 

A Ihiori  Depot, 

E.  & P. 

26 

25 

.-Mhion  DomncTh^^ 

E.  A ]*. 

27 

24 

A vonia 

L,  S.  A E.  & P. 

12 

121 

4 

Belle  \ allev* 

P.  A E. 

7 

Branchville 

12 

Beaver  Dani-' 

P.  A E. 

341 

30 

26 

Phf'rrv  Hill* . 

L,  S.  A E.  A P. 

27 

33 

Corrv 

P.  A E. 

37 

Crauesviile*^ 

E.  A P. 

27 

23 

Dmkptown 

18 

Rflinlioro 

18 

Edenville* 

P.  A E. 

251 

221 

32 

22 

East  Springfield* 

L.  S. 

21 

u 

P.  A E. 

28 

Freeport* 

L.  S. 

IGl 

12 

16 

Fairview  Borougb* ; ' 

L.  S.  A E.  A P. 

12 

FLanklin  Centre 

17 

Girard  Borough* 

L.  S.  A E.  A P. 

171 

16 

Grab  ami'i  lie* 

L.  S. 

18i 

24 

18i 

18 

Greenfield  Village* 

L.  S. 

Harbor  Creek  Yhllaire 

L.  S. 

8 

18 

Hatch  Hollow* 

P.  A E. 



31 

Kear.sage  .'. 

4 

Keepville 

E,  A P. 

28- 

261 

20 

Lockport* 

L.  S. 

211 

37 

Lowviile* 

P.  A E. 

18 

Lovell's  Station 

P.  A E. 

34 

30 

Le  Bccuf  Station  . . , 
McLellan’s  CornCi's, 

Moorebeiidvilie 

McLans 

Midcjleboro 


P.  A E. 
“l.  S.” 


22i 

ii' 


19 

21 

101 

14 

10 
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I'L  ACES. 

EY  WH.AT  RAII.IiO.AD. 

MSTANCE 
h\  RAJb. 

K « - 

yi 

a ~ j 

iMilcs  Grove 

L.  S.  & E.  A P. 

IG 

MUl  Town  

14-^ 

Mill  Yillure 

P.  M E.  A A.  A G.  W. 



34 

lO' 

jManrhcitr-y 

L.  S.  A E.  A r. 

to 

10 

Norllj  ville 

I,.  S. 

20 

19 

North  East  Borough 

L.  S. 

15 

15 

North  SprinTfield 

L.  S. 

20 

21 

Phillipsville 

11 

PaticA’ille* 

E.  A P. 

32 

28 

Sterrettania 

12 

Swanville 

L.  S.  A E.  A P. 

9 

9 

St.  Boniface 

74 

Union  City 

P.  A E. 

27 

23' 

West  Greene 

12 

WeicleA'illc 

21 

tVeslev  ville 

L.  S. 

4 

^ 

Yyest  Girard* 

L.  S.  A E.  A P. 

18 

161 

West  Springfield'* 

L.  S.  A E.  A P. 

27 

26 

Wellshurg* 

E.  A P. 

2.S 

24 

Watt^inirg* 

P.  A E. 

So 

20 

Waterford  BorouTh* 

P.  A E. 

191 

14 

Waterford  Station 

P.  A E. 

19 

14 

lYarrentown 

O 

A]]  points  in  the  county  accommodated  by  tlie  Lake  Shore  Fiaili’oad  can 
also  be  reached  by  the  N.  Y. , C.  A St.  L.,  or  “Nickel  Plate  ” road. 

The  classification  of  the  above  places  is  as  follows: 

Cities — Erie  and  Cony.  2. 

Boroughs — Albion,  Edinboi'o,  Elg-iu,  Fairview,  Girard,  Lockport,  Middle- 
boro,  Mill  Y'illage,  North  East,  Enion  City,  Wattsburg  and  Waterford,  12. 

All  of  the  rest  are  unincorporated  villages,  ranging  in  extent  from  a dozen 
to  a nanared  buildings,  with  a population  of  50  to  450. 

ORGANIZATION  OF  CITIES  AND  BOROUGHS. 

Erie  was  incorporated  as  a borough  in  1805,  having  previously  formed  a 
part  of  Mill  Creek  Township;  divided  inlo  two  wards  in  1840;  granted  a city 
charter  in  1851;  and  divided  intoionr  v/ards  in  1858.  South -Erio  was  set  off 
from  Mill  Creek  Township  and  incorporated  as  a borough  in  1800;  consoli- 
dated with  the  city  in  1870,  and  became  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  wards,  some  addi- 
tions having  been  made  from  Mill  Creek. 

The  following  shows  the  years  in  which  the  boroughs  were  incorporated: 

M'aterford,  1833;  Wattsburg,  1834:  North  East,  1834;  Ediuboro,  1840; 
Girard,  1840;  Albion,  1801;  Middleboro.  1801;  Enion  Mills,  1803;  Fairview, 
1808;  Mill  A'^illage,  1870;  Lockport.  lS7t>;  Elgin,  1870. 

Corry  was  e.stablished  as  a borough  iu  1803,  and  granted  a city  charter  in 
1860.  It  is  divided  into  the  First  and  Second  W’ards,  each  constituting  an 
election  district. 

The  name  of  Enion  Mills  Borough  was  changed  to  Union  City  July  4, 
1871. 

ELECTION  DISTRICTS. 

Below  is  a list  of  the  election  districts  Iu  the  county,  alphabetically  ar- 
ranged. They  are  fifty  in  number; 
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Albion  BoromOi. 

Amity  Towiislnp. 

Ccinooixl  Tn-sv nsh i ji. 

C ov aoant  To^vnship. 

Coi  ry  Cuy — 

First  VVavu. 

Sf'cond  TCaiil, 

East  Ylill  Creelt. 

Edinboro  lloruiigh- 
Elgin  Eoi'oagli. 

Elk  Crock  Townsliip. 

Erie  City- 

First  Ward.  First  Eist. 
First  ^\'ard,  Second 
DLstrict. 

First  Ward, Third  Dist. 
Second  dVard,  First 
District. 

Second  Ward,  Second 
District. 


Second  Ward,  Third 
District. 

Third  Ward,First  Dist. 

Third  Ward,  Second 
District. 

Third  Ward,  Third 
r»i>triid. 

F ourth  Ward,F’st  Dist. 

Fourth  Ward,  Second 
District. 

Fourth  Ward,  Third 
Distri<'t. 

Fifth  Ward. 

Sixth  W'ard. 

F airy ic w T on' n sh i p 

Fairview  Dorougli. 

F rarddin  To\vnslii]i. 

Girard  Township. 

Girard  Psorough. 

Greene  Townsliip. 


G r ee n fi  el  d T o wn  s h i p. 
Harbor  Creek  ''J'ownship. 
L<:'  IFciif  TcoMi.ship. 
Lock])ort  Eoruugh. 
McKean  Townsliip. 
Yf.iiidh'lioro  L'orougb. 

Mill  \'il!age  Boroiig'h. 
Kortii  East  Township. 
Kortb  East  Borough. 

S p 1 i n g fi  e 1 d T’  o w n s h i p . 
Summit  Township. 

Union  Township. 

Fnion  City  Borough. 
Venango  Township. 
Washington  Ton  nship. 
W'aterford  Township. 
Waterford  Borough. 
■\Yatts);Hirg  Borough. 
YVavne  Townslii}i. 

Wc.M  Yfill  Creek. 

of  Erie  were  divided  into 
the  several  districts  being 


The  First,  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  "Wards 
three  election  districts  each  in  1876,  the  limits  of 
as  follows; 

FIKST  W.l,Rr>. 

First  District — East  of  Parade,  behvecii  the  bay  and  lake  and  Eighth  street. 
Second  District — From  State  to  Parade,  between  Fiftli  and  Eighth  streets. 
Third  District — From  State  to  Parade,  between  the  bay  and  Fifth  street. 


SECOND  W.\RD. 

First  District — East  of  Parade,  between  Eighth  and  Eighteenth  streets. 

Second  District — From  State  to  Parade,  between  Eighth  and  Twelfth 
streets. 

Third  District — From  State  to  Parade,  between  Twelfth  and  Eighteenth 
streets. 

THIRD  WARD. 

First  District — ^From  State  to  Chestnut,  between  Twelfth  and  Eighteenth 
streets. 

Second  District — From  State  to  Chcstirut,  between  Eighth  and  Twelfth 
streets. 

Third  District — West  of  Chestnut,  between  Eighth  and  Eighteenth  streets. 


FOURTH  WARP. 

First  District — AVest  of  Chestnut,  between  the  bay  and  Eighth  street. 
-Second  District — From  State  to  Chestnut,  between  Fifth  and  Eighth  streets. 
Third  .District — From  State  to  Chestnut,  between  the  bay  and  Fifth  streets. 
Mill  Cre-ek  was  divided  into  the  East  and  AVest  Election  Districts  in  1864. 
They  choose  the  same  township  ofiicials,  but  separate  election  officers. 


WHAT  TOWNSHIP  TAKEN  FROM,  ETC. 

The  townships  from  which  the  cities  and  boroughs  have  been  taken,  and 
of  which  the  unincorporated  villages  still  remain  a part,  are  as  follows: 

Albion  Depot Conneaut.  Cherry  Ilill Conneaut. 

Albion  (borough) Conneaut.  Curry  (city) , . . .AV'aync  and  Concord. 

Avoiiia f’airview.  . Crane.s\'ille Elk  Creek. 

Belle  A'ulicy .Mill  Creek.  1 )raketown AVashington. 

Braiudiville  McKean.  Edenboro  vborough) ; . . .Washington. 

Beaver  D;im Wayne-  Edeiiville l.e  Emuf. 
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East  .‘Springfield 

Elgin  (borough) 

Cmu'oid. 

Ei-ie  (city) 

Atill  Creek. 

Freeport 

North  Fast. 

Eaii'vieu  (l.)orough) 

Fairview. 

Franklin  Gentre. 

F rauklin. 

Girard  (fiorougb) 

Girard. 

Graliamiille 

North  F:ist. 

GreemleM 

Harbor  C;'eel: 

. .Harbor  Grr'ck. 

Hatch  Hollow 

Kea.rsage 

Mill  Creek. 

Keepville 

Comieaut. 

1/Ockport  (borough) 

Girai'd. 

Lowville 

A^eiiango. 

Lovell’s  Station 

3.,e  Bceut  Station 

la-  Bumf. 

A[(T,aIlen‘.s  Corners 

jMooi'iiea.dvilie 

. . .Harbor  Creek. 

MfcLane 

. . . .'Washing-ton. 

Midtlleboro  (borough).. . 

AJiTvean. 

kliles  Grove 

Mill  Town \inity. 

Z'llili  Vilhy^e  (bovough) l.,eB(nuf. 

Mnuchester F:i  i r view . 

NTo ri h vi 1 1 e N oi  t 1 1 Tiast . 

North  Eafit  (bor<.)ugh) North  East. 

North  Spriiigtiehl ypriiiglield. 

JTiillips\'ille \'eii;uigo. 

Pageville Elk  Creek. 

Sterrettania McKean. 

Swanville Eairview. 

St.  Boniface Greene. 

LTiion  City  (borough) Union. 

\Yest  Greene Greene. 

M'eigleville Mill  Creek. 

'We.sley ville Harbor  Creek . 

Y^T‘St  Girard Girard. 

M'est  Springtiekl Spi  ingfieid. 

TYelUlnug Elk  Creek. 

Y\'attsl>urg  (borough) AKnango. 

'Waterford  (borough) WTat  erford 

'Waterford  Sttifiou Waterford. 

YVarrentown Mill  Creek. 


rOST  OFFICES. 

Below  is  a list  of  the  post  offices  in  the  county.  Tho  iigures  annexed  to 
some  of  the  names  indicate  the  years  when  the  offices  vrere  started: 

Albion,  Avonia,  Belle  Valley,  1S56. 

r>ranchvil.lej,  ^Carter  Ltilly,  Cherry  Hill,  Corry,  1862. 

*East  Greene,  iSciO. 

E.  Springfield.  Edinboro,  1836. 

Elk  Creek  (Crauesville),  Erie,  Elgin,  Eairview,  Franklin  Corners,  Girard, 
Greenficdd,  *Godard,  1SS3. 

Harbor  Creek.  '^'Hamot  (St.  Boniface),  ISSl. 

^Hatch  Hollow,  Hornby,  1SS3. 

Kearsage,  Keepville,  Lake  Pleasant  (Mill  Town),  LeBceuf,  Lovell’s  Station, 
Lowville,  1SG7. 

Lundy’s  Lane  ('Wollsbarg),  DIcKean,  1S36. 

(Ivliddleboro),  DIcLane)  McLallen’s  Corners,  Mill  Village,  Miles  Grove, 
Moorheadville,  North  Last,  1SE2. 

North.  Springfield,  Northville,  Phillipsville,  1S29. 

Platea  (Jjockport),  Six  Dlile  Creek,  1870. 

Sterrettania,  Swanville,  Tracy,  1883. 

Lniou  City,  7Vaterford,  iSOi. 

"Wattsburg,  1S2S. 

M’ayue  (Beaver  Dam),  Wesloyville,  Vest  Greene,  *West  Mill  Creek,  AVest 
Springfield. 

Of  the  above,  all  except  those  marked  with  a star  (’*’)  have  been  sufficiently 
described.  The  others  are  located  as  follows:  Carter  Hill  in  AVayne  Town- 
ship; Godard  in  Summit;  East  Greene  and  Ham.ot  in  Greene;  AVest  Mill 
Creek  in  Alill  Creek;  Six  Alile  Creek  in  Greene,  and  Hornby  in  Greenfield. 

Erie,  Corry,  North  Ea.st  and  Union  City  are  what  are  known  as  “ Presiden- 
tial offices,”  their  iucnmbents  being  appointed  by  the  President  and  subject 
to  confirmation  by  the  Senate.  The  salaries  attached  to  them  are:  Erie, 
S2.6G0;  Corry,  82, *400;  27orth  East,  SI.COO;  Union  City,  SI, GOO.  The  1-^ost- 
master  General  appioints  to  all  the  remaining  offices,  and  his  nominations  do 
not  have  to  go  before  tho  Senate. 

tBranchville  and  Carter  Uill  were  di^coutiuuod  in  October,  IsSo. 
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The  following'  ars  money  order  offices;  A.Ibion,  Corry,  East  Springfield, 
Ediuboro,  Erie,  Eairview,  Girard,  Lundy's  Lane,  Mill  Village,  North  East, 
Ujiion  (''■ity,  'SVaterford,  Wattsbru'g,  Vest  Spriuglield. 

J-lrio  is  the  only  letter  carrier  office. 

CENSUS. 

The  fi-.-st  census  of  the  county  was  taken  in  1800,  and  has  been  renewed 
every  u-n  years  under  the  auspices  of  the  I’nited  States  authoritie.s.  Up  to 
1840,  the  enumeratiou  was  made  by  one  person  for  the  wffiole  county.  In  the 
latter  year  the  county  was  cut  up  into  two  districts,  and  since  then  the  num- 
ber of  enumerators  has  been  regularly  increased  at  each  census.  The  county 
contained  1.46S  inhabitants  in.  ISOO.  and  3,758  in  1810.  Below  is  the  re.sult 
of  the  enumerations  from  1820  to  ISSO,  inclusive  of  both  years: 


1 1S.20. 

1830.  ! 1810. 

1850. 

1860. 

1870. 

1880. 

Albion ' 

443 

453 

433 

.Amifv 1 

38.5  i 5G0 

739 

i 1,016 

934 

1,033 

Conneaut (a) 

: C.31 

1,334  1,786 

1,942 

I 2,118 

1,538 

b54G 

Cohcovcl  (5) 

235  1 653 

i 833 

i 1,2.55 

1,112 

1,171 

Corrv 

! 

6,809 

5,377 

Elk  Creek  (cl 

1 2SS 

.562  , 1,045 

1 l,'.)3o 

1,587 

1,-103 

1..5G4 

El  n-i  T'  

1 

1 

154 

ludinhorn ' 

: 233 

303 

i 474 

801 

876 

! (13.0 

1,-329  : 3,413 

5,858 

9,419 

19,510 

37,737 

Fan'viev.  Towiiship  (cZ) 

1,539  i 1,4S1 

1,760 

3,131 

1,074 

1,483 

E.oirviftv  Eorniio-l. 

1 

480 

435 

Franklin ’ 

CS6 

979 

994 

1,020 

Girard  Township  (e) ■ 

2,000 

2,443 

2,453 

2,018 

2,338 

Girard  Rormi.o’n . 

I 

400 

610 

704 

703 

Greene  ( f) 

: 143 

443  1,081 

1,543 

1,450 

1,395 

1,531 

Greenfield 

2S1 

C04  : 863 

731 

880 

l,t>S9 

1,030 

Harbor  Creek 

1,104  j 1,843 

2,084 

2,0.33 

1,974 

1,781 

T lOuVport 

1 

405 

345 

Leilceuf  (1T) 

554  i 870 

990 

1,483 

1,7-lS 

1,420 

McKeai,  ia) 

-UO 

984  1 1,714 

1,921 

1,600 

1,-426 

1,.394 

iMiddlcboro 

i 

126 

210 

filill  Creek  (h) 

1 1,017 

1,783  ■ 2,083 

3,064 

5,070 

2,745 

3,379 

ilill  Village 

. . .77 i 

L . 

388 

North  East  Township  (i). . . . 

: i,0Gs 

1,706  1,793 

2,379 

1,900 

2,313 

2,153 

.North  East  Horoutrh 

339 

880 

560 

900 

1,306 

Sprintrfit'ld  (j)  . . . .1 

. 

S06 

1,520  2,.344 

1,910 

1,9.51 

1,7.42 

1,792 

Summit ■ 

1 

1,033 

1,0-17 

1,0-17 

Union  Township  (k) 

i -300 

235  j 593 

1,070 

1,954 

1,334 

1,377 

Union  City 

1,.500 

2,171 

VeaaTio'o  (?) 

1 290 

0.83  ; 812 

1,019 

1,301 

1,370 

1,4-15 

Wattsburw 

1 

i 133 

237 

3-37 

286 

389 

1,006  ' 1,144 

1,.545 

1,950 

1,884 

1,822 

SVaterford  Boroutch 

; 403 

498 

900 

790 

784 

Washineton  {?:) 

i 938 

743  ' 1,551 

1,706 

1,943 

1,943 

1,880 

dN'avne  (o) 

j j 

197  : 738 

1,122 

1,234 

1,295 

1,306 

Total  countv 

' 8,541  1 

17,041  31,34-1 

1 

38,742 

49,433 

6.5,973 

74,688 

NOTKS  TO  THE  CBXSL'S  TABEB. 

(а)  Reduced  by  adding  portion  to  Sjiringfield  in  1S35,  and  by  the  incorporation  of  Albion  Rorougb  in 

1861. 

(б)  Wayne  set  off  in  H'16.  A slice  taben  off  to  form  Corry  Tloronch  in  lSf.3,  and  another  when  Corry  was 
made  a city  in  ISS'i.  Elgin  lloruugb  incorporated  in  I-Tr;.  Ttie  township  was  known  as  F.rokeastra\y  till  1S21. 

(c)  A slice  taken  o:i  to  form  Oirard  Townshiri  in  I'ti'J.  and  .another  to  form  Franklin  in  1844. 

(d)  A part  of  i.lirard  cut  off  in  1832.  F.'.iri  iew  UoroiitrU  created  in  r8C^. 

(ei  Girard  Borough  incorporated  in  1846  and  l.oekport  in  1'7U. 

(f;  Known  as  Bc.aver  Fam  until  l^P).  part  of  Mimrait  taken  otf  in  13-M. 

( Jf)  Mill  Village  iucurporatcd  in  1870,  after  the  census  was  taken. 

ig)  A portion  of  FranKlin  cut  off  in  1541  and  of  .Summit  in  1S,')4.  Middleboro  incorporated  in  1801. 
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- EKIE  AXD  COHEY. 

Tue  followinc'  was  the  population  of  Erie  City  liy  wards  in  1S70  and  ISSO: 


1870 

1-8S0 

First  Ward  

3,364 

4,629 

.Second  Ward 

5,031 

6.5-S3 

Thii  d lYard 

3,730 

5.378 

Fourtli  Ward 

4,526 

5,799 

Fiftli  Ward 

1.497 

2.. 348 

S.xtli  Ward 

1,493 

3,000 

19,646 

27,737 

The  jiopulation  of  Corry  by  AVBrcls 

ill  the  same  years  vvas  as 

foilow's: 

1,870 

1880 

First  Ward 

3,559 

2,758 

Second  Ward 

3,250 

2,519 

6,809 

5,277 

UXIXCOEPOi;.rTED  TILLAGES. 


The  follo^Ying  was  the  population  in  iSSO  of  the  unincorporated  villages 
named.  They  are  included  in  the  census  of  their  respe.ctive  townships  as 
given  above: 

Lowvillo 09  3Iill  Town .■ 92 

Mt.  Hickory  Iron  Works 127  East  Springfield 102 

Miles  Gnive 4-tS  Swanville 93 

Wcllsburg 250  West  Girard 135 


COUXTY  AND  TOWNSEIP  BOUNDAMES. 

The  true  boundary  line  between  Erie  and  Crawford  Counties  was  long  a 
subject  of  dispute.  To  settle  the  cjnestion.  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  at 
the  session  of  1S49-50,  providing  for  three  Comraissionors  to  run  a new  line, 
who  were  given  full  power  to  act.  and  whose  decision  should  be  liual.  In 
1S50,  Humphrey  A.  Hills,  then  of  Albion,  was  appointed  Commissioner  for 
Erie  County;  Andrew  llyan  was  appointed  for  Crawford,  and  they  tw^o  named 
H.  P.  Kinnear,  of  Warren,  as  the  third  member.  A ilsou  King  was  chosen 
Surveyor  on  the  part  of  Erie,  and  Hr.  dagger  on  that  of  Crawford,  but  David 
Wilson,  as  deputy  for  Mr.  King,  did  most  of  the  work.  The  party  had  some 
difficuhy  in  finding  a starting  point,  but  after  this  wars  agreed  upon,  it  only 
took  about  six  weeks  to  complete  their  task.  A - perfectly  straight  line  was 
run  from  east  to  west,  and  marked  by  stones  set  t^YO  miles  apart.  The  Com- 
mission added  a long,  narrow  strip  of  territory  to  Erie  County,  which  is 
usually  outlined  upon  the  county  and  township  maps.  A number  of  persons 
found  themselves  in  Erie  who  had  supposed  they  were  citizens  of  Crawford, 
and  a less  number  in  Crawford  who  had  imagined  they  lielonged  to  Erie.  A 
l\Ir.  lleedei’,  of  Washington  Townshiiy,  had  been  so  anxious  to  be  a resident  of 
Erie  County,  that  he  left  his  original  house  and  moved  into  a new  one 
which  ho  supposed  to  bo  at  a safe  distance  from  the  boundary.  When  the 
final  lino  was  run,  the  second  building  was  found  to  be  in  Crawford,  and  he 
was  compelled  to  erect  a third  one  in  order  to  secure  the  desired  residence. 


(ft)  S'luth  Erie  iccorporrUed  a borough  iu  I'od.  and  addled  to  Ene  in  ISTh,  when  another  slice  was  taken 
from  the  township,  l.v  the  census  of  IsSO,  East  Uill  Creek  contained  a popuiaiion  of  1,105  and  West  Mill  Creek 
of  2.069. 

(»)  North  East  Borough  incorporated  in  183-1. 

(j)  A portion  of  Gir.ird  taken  oif  in  Isol,  and  of  Couneaut  added  in  133.5. 

(kl  .Amity  taken  oif  in  1.826.  Union  Borough  in  1S63. 

(!)  Waitshurg  iucorporati.-.l  in  lsS-1. 

(ui)  Waterford  Hor-:m;h  incorporated  iu  183:;.  A part  of  Summit  taken  od’  in  1.8.51. 

(n,  K.110WU  as  Coniieauttee  till  1-31.  Edinhoru  incorporated  in  18 !0.  A portion  of  Franklin  cut  off  in 

1S14. 

(o)  A slice  cut  off  to  form  Corry  Borough  in  18-Vi,  ami  another  in  the  creati-ou  of  Corry  City  in  1366. 
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HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  UNITED  STATES  CENSUS  OF  18S0. 

The  po]viIalioii  bv  race  in  Ei'ie  County; 

While— Iij  lS0o/40,‘iol;  in  ISTO.  Go.SSl;  in  ISSO,  74,845. 

Colored — In  ISOO,  ISI;  in  1870,  8S0;  in  iSSO,  332.  Of  the  number  in 
ISSO.  222  A?ere  in  Erie  City. 

Chinose— In  1880,  2;  all  in  Erie  City. 

The  popalation  of  Erie  County  by  nativity: 

Native — 40,7oS  in  ISGO;  52.G00  in  1870;  61,543  in  ISSO. 

Foreign — S.G74  in  i860;  13,274  in  1870;  13,145  in  1880. 

The  population  of  Erie  and  Cony,  by  nativity,  with  number  of  dwellings 
and  families  in  Erie  in  ISSO; 

Erie — 1870,  12,718  native,  G,20S  foreign;  1880,  20,031  native,  7.706 
foreign;  dwellings,  4,903;  persons  to  a dwelling,  5,06;  number  of  . families, 
5,294;  persons  to  a family,  5.24. 

Corry — 1870,  5,080  native,  1,729  foreign;  1880,  4,250  native,  1,012 
foreign. 

The  places  of  birth  of  the  inhabitants  of  Erie  County  in  1880: 

Native  born — Pennsylvania,  47,446;  New  York,  9,260;  New  Jersey,  170; 
lEaiyland,  lO'J:  Ohio,  1.G15;  Virginia,  93. 

Foreign  born— Pwitish  America,  1,436;  England  and  Wales,  1,257;  Ire- 
land. 3,4C>^3;  Scotland,  263;  German  Empire,  5,S31;  France,  144;  Sweden  and 
Norwa}’,  123. 

Tiie  sex  and  agf.  of  the  inhabitants  of  .Erie  County  in  18S0; 

Males,  37,303;  females,  37,295. 

Five  to  seventeen  inclusive — Hales,  10,947;  females,  10,654. 

Hales  twenty -one  and  over — 19,779. 

The  farm  areas  and  values  in  Erie  Comity  in  1880; , 

Farms,  5,519;  improved  land,  301,669  acres:  value  of  farms,  including 
fences  and  buildings,  $21,613,613;  value  of  farming  implements  and  machin- 
ery, $941,725;  value  of  live  stock  on  farms,  $2,209,900;  exist  of  building  and 
repairing  fences  in  1879,  $88,398;  cost  of  fertilizers  purchased  in  1879, 
$52,002;  estimated  value  of  all  farm  products  in  1879,  $3,028,260. 

The  principal  vegetable  productions  of  Erie  County  in  ISSO; 

Barley,  195,646  bushels;  buckwheat,  52,955  bushels;  Indian  corn,  713,749 
bushels;  oats,  657.179  busb.els;  rye,  -4,876  bushels;  wheat,  256,224  bushels; 
value  of  orchard  products.  $125,550;  hay,  100,195  tons;  hops,  3,0-18  pounds; 
common  potatoes,  502,400  bushels;  sweet  potatoes,  954  bushels;  tobacco 
2,730  pounds.  ' 

The  live  stock  on  farms,  and  dairy  products  and  wool  products,  in  Erie  County 
in  ISSO: 

Live  stock— liorses,  13,160;  mules  and  asses,  12-4;  working  oxen,  815; 
milch  COW'S,  25,425;  other  cattle,  28,497;  sheep,  exclusive  of  spring  lambs, 
33,411;  swine,  18,324. 

Dairy  products — -Hilk,  1,893,631  gallons;  butter,  2,201,141  pounds;  cheese, 
72,796  pounds. 

Wool — 158, 116  pounds. 

The  following  are  the  manufacturing  statistics  of  Erie  County  in  ISSO: 

Establishments,  559;  capital,  $6,424,413;  average  number  of  hands  em- 
ployed: males  above  sixteen  yeai's,  -4.554;  females  above  fifteen  years,  257; 
children  and  youth,  397;  amount  paid  in  wages  during  the  year,  $1,869,466; 
materials,  $6,646,427;  products,  $10,463,90t). 
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CKAPTEE  TI. 


Physical  CiEOGRAruY’. 


ni'lE  siu-face  of  Erie  County  is  divided  into  live  distinct  sections,  viz. : The 


E Lake  Shore  plain,  the  series  of  dividing-  ridges,  the  valleys  betvreen  the 
ridges,  the  valley.s  of  French  Creek  and  its  tributaries  and  the  high  lands 
south  of  the  last-named  stream. 

h’onr  separate  ranges  of  hills  extend  across  the  county  from  east  to  west, 
knoisn  respectively  as  the  First,  Second,  Third  and  Fourth  Kidges.  The  First 
Ridge  rises  to  a height  of  100  to  150  feet  above  Lake  Erie,  the  Second  to 
about  400,  and  the  height  of  the  Thii'd  and  Fourth  Ridges  varies  from  COO 
to  1,000  feet,  their  most  elevated  summits  being  in  the  eastern  portion  of  Mc- 
Kean, the  western  portion  of  lOaterfnrd,  the  northern  portion  of  Yenango  and 
the  southern  part  of  Grreeiiheld.  The  separation  of  the  ridges  becomes  more 
clearly  defined  along  a line  drawn  through  Ilaibor  Creelc,  Mill  Creek.  Sum- 
mit, "Waterford  and  McKean  Townships  than  further  oast,  bub  from  there 
v,-ostward  each  ridge  is  as  distinct  as  though  it  belonged  to  a system  of  its 
own.  As  the  Third  and  Fourth  Ridges  extend  westward  they  recede  from  the 
lake,  until  they  run  into  Crawford  County. 

Three  coniinuous  valleys  cross  the  county  between  the  ridges,  from  the 
line  above  mentioned,  broken  in  places  by  slight  elevations,  and  known  in 
succession  as  the  Mill  Creek,  the  IValnut  Creek  and  the  Elk  Creek 
Valleys.  These  streams  rise  on  the  high  ground  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Ridges,  and,  after  bowing  westward  for  some  distance  down  their  res])ect- 
ive  valleys,  suddenly  turn  to  the  north  and  break  through  the  First  and 
Second  Ridges  by  a series  of  deep  “gulfs”  or  gullies,  which  are  a striking 
feature  of  the  region.  Korth  of  the  First  Ridge  and  between  it  and  Lake 
Erie  is  a broad  alluvial  tract,  from  two  to  three  miles  in  width,  which  extends 
along  the  whole  water  front  of  the  county.  Its  general  height  above  the  lake 
is  from  lifty^  to  sixty  feet,  but  in  the  eastern  part  of  Harbor  Creek  Township 
its  elevation  suddenly  rises  to  nearly  lOU  feet  and  so  continues  almost  to  the 
New  Y'ork  line. 

South  of  tlie  dividing  ridges  are  the  valleys  of  French  Creek  and  of  the 
streams  'Ahich  empty  into  it,  and  still  beyond  are  the  hills  which  form  the 
water-shed  between  that  stream  and  Brokenstraw,  Spring  and  Oil  Creeks. 
The  water  on  the  north  side  of  the  main  ridge  flows  into  Lake  Erie  and  on  the 
south  side  to  the  Allegheny’  River.  The  dividing  line  between  the  waters  is 
some  eight  miles  south  of  Eake  Erie  in  Greenfield  and  Greene  Townships, 
twelve  mile,  in  Summit,  fom-teen  in  "Waterford,  McKean  and  "\Tashingtcn,  and 
sixteen  in  Franklin  and  Elk  Creek.  Along  French.  "Walnut,  Elk,  Conneaut, 
Mill,  Big  Conneauttee,  Little  Conneauttee  and  LeBoeuf  Creeks,  Hatch  Hol- 
lov.'  Alder  Run,  Beaver  Dam  Run  and  the  outlet  of  Lake  Pleasant  are  very 
handsome  valleys,  from  a quarter  of  a mile  to  more  than  a mile  in  width. 
The  elevation  between  the  Walnut  Creek  ^'alley  and  that  of  the  AYest  Branch 
of  LeBoeuf  Creek,  both  rising  in  Summit  Township,  is  quite  low;  so  moderate, 
indeed,  that  it  is  barely  noticeable.  The  sides  and  summits  of  the  ridges  are 
much  cut  up  with  ravines,  though  considerable  stretches  of  country  are  .as  level 
as  the  valleys. 
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The  Ponnsvlvauia  State  Geological  Report  give.s  the  following  as  the 
elevation  above  tide-water  of  the  points  named:  Surface  of  Lake  Erie, 
feet,  Rhiladel])bia  & Erie  Piailroad  summit  between  Walnut  and  LoBoeuf 
Creeks,  l,‘d'29;  hill -tops  on  each  side  of  the  same  summit.  1,355;  hill-tops  in 
western  Waterford  and  eastern  McKean,  1,470;  Philadelphia  ck  Erie  Rail- 
road station  at  Euion  City,  1,270;  hill-tops  southwest  of  Union  City.  1,301; 
railroad  station  at  Corry,  1,431;  l>ill-top;s  east  of  Corry,  1,500;  hill-tops  south 
of  Coiry,  1,725:  hill-tops  along  the  Little  Conneauttee,  1, 196;  hill-tops  south- 
west of  Edinboro,  1,400. 

Jutting  out  from  the  mainland,  in  Mill  Creek  Township,  is  the  penninsula 
of  Presque  Isle,  which  forms  the  bay  of  Presque  Isle,  the  harbor  of  the  city  of 
Erie.  It  is  a low  sand  bank,  washed  up  by  the  action  of  the  wave,?,  some  sev- 
en miles  in  length,  and  varying  in  width  from,  a few  rods  to  a mile  and  a 
half.  EsceiDt  at  its  head  and  foot,  it  is  covered  with  trees  and  shrubs  of  al- 
most every  variety  that  grows  in  this  latitude.  The  peninsula  is  indented 
■\vith  several  shallow  ponds,  one  or  two  of  which  rirn  half  way  across  Long 
Point.  A peninsula  of  similar  character,  but  much  longer  and  wider,  juts  out 
from  the  Canada  Shore  opposite,  making  the  space  between  the  narrowest  por- 
tion of  Lake  Erie. 


THE  LAND — ITS  CHARACTEEISTICS  AND  VALUE. 

The  Lake  Shore  Plain  has  in  general  a sandy  soil,  while  immediately  south 
of  it,  along  the  First  Ridge,  is  a wide  and  continuous  strip  of  gravel.  The 
valleys  between  the  ridges  are  a mixture  of  clay  and  sand,  making  a mellow^ 
soil  that  is  easy  to  work.  On  the  high  lands  and  slopes  of  the  ridges,  the  soil 
is  mostly  of  a clayey  nature,  somewhat  dam]>  and  cold.  That  of  the  valleys  of 
the  French  Creek  system  is  a rich  alluvial  deposit  corresponding  in  character 
to  bottom  lands  the  country  over. 

The  lands  which  are  irenevallv  reo’arded  as  the  best  in  the  countv  for  farm- 
ing  purposes  are  those  bordering  upon  Lake  Erie.  This  favored  section 
produces  every  kind  of  grain,  fruit,  vegetable,  etc.,  common  to  the  temperate 
regions.  The  lake  tempers  the  climate  so  that  it  is  less  troubled  by  frosts 
than  regions  many  miles  south,  aud  as  tine  melons,  grapes,  peaches,  strawber- 
ries, etc.,  are  raised  as  in  any  part  of  the  State.  A belt  of  swamp  land  about 
half  a mile  wide  originally  extended  along  the  Lake  Shore  Plain,  in  an  east  aud 
west  direction,  from  Twelve  Mile  Creek  to  the  Ohio  boundary.  Most  of  this 
has  been  drained,  and  is  now  fertile  land.  East  of  Mill  Creek,  on  the  line  of 
the  swamp,  the  rock  comes  nearer  to  the  surface  than  west,  and  the  results 
have  been  less  o-ratifvin^. 

The  valleys  of  the  French  Creek  system  are  equally  fertile,  perhaps,  but 
are  subject  to  frosts,  which  prevent  the  successful  culture  of  the  more  delicate 
fruits.  On  the  high  lands  the  frosts  are  less  troublesome,  but  the  nature  of 
the  soil  adapts  them  best  for  grazing.  Fruits  of  most  kinds  do  better  than  in 
the  valleys,  but  wheat,  except  in  detached  spots,  does  nut  succeed  as  well,  and 
some  of  the  more  elevated  townships  do  not  raise  enough  of  that  grain  to  sup- 
ply them  with  bread.  Off  of  the  lake  shore  the  attention  of  the  farmers  is 
mainly  given  to  dairying,  which  may  be  said  to  be  the  leading  industry  of  the 
county.  Aside  from  wheat,  every  other  kind  of  grain  does  well  in  all  sections. 
That  grain  has  of  late  years,  however,  been  grosvn  with  considerable  success 
in  various  portions  of  the  county  south  of  the  lake  shore,  and  it  is  possible 
that  in  time  it  will  be  generally  cultivated.  The  apple  crop  is  everywhere 
sure  and  prolific.  Large  quantities  of  this  fruit  aiM  of  potatoes  are  annually 
shipped  to  the  Southern  and  Eastern  markets.  A good  deal  of  hay  is  baled  in 
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the  southern  townships  and  slapped  by  rail.  Hundreds  of  tons  of  butter  are 
sent  from  tlio  county  to  the  large  cities,  where  the  Erie  County  inaire  ranks 
^Yith  the  best.  Within  the  last  ten  years,  cheese  factories  have  been  started  in 
almost  every  township,  which  manufacture  immense  quantities  of  that  product. 

The  price  of  land  differs  very  much,  a.ccordiug  to  its  location.  Along  the 
lake  shore,  speaking  only  of  farms  that  are  outside  the  influence  of  the 
towns,  very  Title  land  can  be  purc]ia.s9d  for  le.ss  than  §75  an  acre,  and  its 
value  nrns  from  that  to  §200.  On  the  bottoms  of  French  Creek  and  its  tribu- 
taries, the  price  is  from  §50  to  $100.  The  high  lands  are  estimated  to  bo  worth 
as  low  as  $25  and  as  high  as  $75.  In  a few  choice  spots,  the  value  of  the  latter 
is  little  less  than  that  of  the  valley  lands,  but,  as  a rule,  they  bring  a lower 
price.  The  highest  priced  farming  lands  aj'o  in  the  vicinity  ot  Erie,  Girard, 
North  East,  Fairview  and  VOaterford,.  and  the  lowest  priced  o.re  in  Greenlield, 
Elk  Creek,  Franklin  and  Wayne. 

CLIMATE,  GEOI.OaV  AMD  TIMBER. 

The  dimple  is  more  moderate  than  would  bo  thought  from  the  high  northern 
latitude.  The  county  lies  within  the  same  isothermal  lines  as  Philadelphia 
and  Ea.storn  Pennsylvania  generally,  but,  vrhile  the  average  temperature  corre- 
sponds with  that  section,  there  is  less  sultry  weather  i]i  summer  and  more 
piercing, wind  in -winter  and  spring.  This  is  due  to  the  proximity  of  Lake 
Erie,  whicl.i  has  a wonderful  effect  upon  the  atmosphere.  To  the  same  intlu- 
ence  is  due  the  fact  that  the  seasons  are  from  one  to  two  weeks  earlier  on  the 
lake  slioiu  than  they  are  in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  and  that  peaches, 
melons  and  grapes  grow  successfully  in  the  fiivst  section,  while  they  are  almost 
a total  failiu'e  in  the  other.  It  sometimes  happens  that  good  .sleighing  prevails 
in  the  southern  townships  when  the  ground  is  bare  along  the  lake.  In  the 
spring,  especially  if  ice  is  on  Lake  Erie,  the  winds  are  somewhat  trying  to 
those  wdio  are  not  acciimated,  but  this  brief  period  of  unpleasant  weather  is 
more  than  recompensed  by  the  delightful  summers,  the  freedom  from  fogs  and 
miasma,  ai.d  the  purity  of  the  water.  Cu  the  south  side  of  the  dividing 
ridge  frosts  are  frequent  in  the  late  spring  and  early  fall,  but  nothing  of  the 
kind  i.s  known  along  Lake  Erie,  except  at  t.ho  seasonable  period  of  the  year. 
The  winters  and  summers  are  about  of  equal  length,  but  it  is  seldom  that 
either  are  extreme  or  unendurable.  For  at  least  six  mouths  in  the  year,  the 
county  is  as  delightful  a place  of  residence  as  the  most  fastidious  could  desire. 

A peculiarity  of  the  county  is  the  scarcity  of  stone,  of  which  barely 
enough  is  found  for  ordinary  home  use.  The  entire  lake  front  is  under- 
laid to  a height  of  four  to  seven  feet . aboi  e the  water’s  edge  wdth  a bodv 
of  soft  slate,  which  is  practically  valueless  for  building  purposes.  The  only 
quarries  of  much  account  are  in  Franklin,  Le  Bceuf,  Summit  and  Waterford 
Townships,  and  these  do  not  consist  of  vast  masses  of  rock,  but  are  merely 
thin  layers,  one  above  the  other,  ranging  frum  live  to  twenty  feet  in  total  thick- 
ness. The  stone  is  hard,  of  good  quality  and  easily  worked,  but  is  saturated 
with  oil,  which  causes  it  to  blemish  after  exposure.  Small  quarries  are  found 
in  Fairview.  Washington,  Amity.  Venango,  McKean  and  Union,  but  are  rarely 
worked  to  advantage.  There  is  little  surface  stone,  and  the  most  that  is  found 
consists  of  bowlders  that  have  been  thrown  up  by  some  convulsion  of  nature. 

7Vhen  the  county  was  hrst  opjened  to  settlement  it  was  covered  with  a dense 
forest,  consisting  mainly  of  pine,  hemlock,  chestnut,  walnut,  cucumber,  beech 
and  maple.  Perhaps  two-thirds  of  the  land  has  been  cleared,  and  but  little 
good  timber  is  left.  The  pine  and  hemlock  of  the  French  Creek  Valley  were 
largely  rafted  to  Pittsburgh.  That  of  the  laky  shore  was  shipped  to  Cleve- 
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land,  Buffalo  and  the  New  York  markets.  The  county  dees  not  furnish  build- 
ing inatGriul  enough  now  for  home  rise,  and  at  the  rate  the  forests  are  disap- 
pearing it  will  not  be  long  until  there  will  bo  barely  sufficient  for  ordinajy 
farm  purposes. 

MINEKALS,  OIL  WELLS,  ETC. 

No  minerals  of  any  kind  have  ever  been  found  in  the  county,  except  small 
deposits  of  iron,  of  the  grade  known  as  bog  ore,  in  I'lill  Creek  and  Ellr  Creek 
Townships,  and  a few  unimportant  beds  of  marl  in  VCateiTord,  Wayne  and  Le 
Bceuf.  .None  of  these  are  extensive  enough  to  be  considered  worth  working 
at  present,  though  the  iron  ore  was  used  to  a slight  extent  during  the  early 
history  of  the  stove  manufactnre. 

Mineral  springs,  the  waters  of  which  are  of  a medicinal  character,  have 
been  discovered  in  different  localities.  One  in  Elk  Creek  Township  has  cou- 
siderabla  reputation  and  is  much  visited.  Another  in  Erie,  near  the  corner  of 
Eighth  and  Chestnut  streets,  was  once  quite  widely  known. 

Before  the  days  of  canals  and  railroads,  a number  of  salt  wells  were  put 
down  at  various  points,  and  the  manufacture  of  salt  was  carried  on  to  a con- 
siderable extent.  The  most  valuable  of  these  were  along  the  East  Branch  of 
Conneaut  Creek,  near-  Wellsburg.  A salt  spring  still  flows  in  Springfield,  and 
salt  licks  prevailed  in  almost  every  township. 

A great  many  test  welis  for  oil  have  been  bored,  nearly  every  section  hav- 
ing had  from  three  to  half  a dozen  experiments  of  that  character.  With 
scarcely  an  exception,  a small  yield  of  oil  has  resulted,  but  not  enough  to  en- 
courage the  belief  that  it  will  bo  found  in  paying  quantities.  ■ The  most  prom- 
ising territory  is  in  ETniou.  Franklin  and  along  Zdill  Greek,  in  Erie  City. 
The  Althof  well  in  Erie  produced  oil  enough  for  many  years  to  warrant  the 
expense  of  pumping.  The  oil  that  has  been  got  in  the  county  is  of  the  heavy 
kind  used  for  lubricating  purposes.  Natural  gas  is  found  almost  everywhere 
by  boring.  The  wells  put  down  for  oil  have  invariably  yielded  gas  in  a heavy 
volume,  and  in  Erie  it  has  been  used  in  a number  of  instances  for  light  and 
fuel.  In  the  course  of  time,  the  gas  diminishes  and  the  wells  lose  their  value. 

Several  extensive  sink  holes  have  been  encountered,  the  best  known  of 
which  is  on  the  line  of  the  Philadelphia  & Elrio  Railroad,  near  Waterford. 
They  undoubtedly  mark  the  beds  of  small  lakes. 

The  most  interesting  natural  curiosities  are  the  “gulfs,”  or  gulhes,  of  the 
lake  shore  creeks,  and  the  ‘‘ Devil’s  Backbone  ” in  Girard  Township.  YYinter- 
green  Gulf,  in  Harbor  Creek  Township,  live  miles  southeast  of  Erie,  and  the 
gulf  of  Six  Mile  Creek,  near  the  Clark  settlement,  in  Harbor  Creek  Township, 
are  the  most  interesting  of  the  gullies.  The  first  of  these  has  become  a pop- 
ular picnic  resold.  The  views  from  the  ridges  overlooking  Lake  Erie  are  very 
fine  at  some  points,  especially  about  sunset. 

Tamarack  Swamp,  in  the  northeast  part  of  Waterford  and  the  eastern  part 
of  McKean  Townsbip.s,  is  about  two  miles  long  by  100  rods  wide.  Its  waters 
flow  into  Le  Bceuf  Creek.  Portions  of  the  swamp  have  been  drained,  leaving 
a rich,  black  mold  that  is  very  productive. 
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CB..\I’i:'EE  III. 

GEOLOGY. 

geoloo'ical  formations  aro  comprised  -udihin  the  Eevcnian  period,  and  iu- 
-L  chide  in  the  nomenclatnre  of  the  State  geological  rejiort,  in  descending  order, 
CoiTV  and  Cussewago  Sandstone,  Venango  Oil  Sand  Group,  Chemung  forma- 
tion, Girai'd  shales  and  Eor'eage  flags.  The  age  of  tlie  upper  strata  has  not 
been  detinitely  determined.  The  Corry  and  Cussevrago  beds  belong  eiiher  to 
the  Pocono,  No.  X,  or  Catskill,  Xo.  IX,  formation,  and  the  Venango  Group  is 
by  d’ffereut  geologists  ascribed  to  boih  Catskill  and  Chemung  ages. 

2'opo(/ra///iy.— -The  mean  level  of  Lake  Erie  above  the  ocean  in  Nevr  Y'ork 
E'arbor  is  573  Yjj  feet.  Facing  the  lake,  a steo[)  terrace  of  sand  and  clay,  from 
50  to  100  feet  high,  rises,  and  through  this  terrace  break  three  or  four  fair  sized 
streams  and  numerous  smaller  ones,  descending  a slope  ^vhieh  extends  upward 
from  the  lake  terrace  to  a line  which  may  be  drawn  from  the  uorthea.^t  corner 
of  Greenlield  Township,  through  Greentield,  Greene.  Summit,  IMclveuu  and 
Franklin.  The  slope  is  high  and  short  at  the  New  lork  line,  hence  the  lake 
streams  in  the  east  part  of  the  county  are  short  and  rapid.  Along  the  Ohio 
line,  the  slope  is  long  and  low,  and  the  streams  hero  are  larger.  Walnut 
Creek  heads  only  eight  miles  froiu  the  hike  shore,  but  is  fifteen  miles  in 
length.  Elk  Creek  is  thirty  miles  long,  yet  its  head  is  only  ten  miles 
back  from  the  shore.  Couneaut  Creek  runs  twe7ity-six  miles  in  Pennsylvania, 
then  crosses  into  OLdo.  Tlie  cour.se  of  all  the.se  streams  is  the  same,  tirst 
dowu  the  itpper  part  of  the  slope  toward  the  lake,  then  xvestward  in  a deep 
gnlJy  parallel  to  the  lake,  then  out  through  a raviue  straight  to  the  lake  shore. 

South  of  the  divide,  French  Creek  is  the  largest  stream  iu  Erie  County. 
The  valleys  are  flat,  one  or  two  miles  wide,  and  are  bordered  by  low  and 
gently  rounded  hill  slopes,  separated  by  low,  flat  table-lands.  Swamps  occur 
along  the  South  Branch  of  French  Creek,  and  Taniarack  Swamp  stretches  across 
the  water-shed  of  the  divide,  on  the  highest  land  of  the  Waterford  (McKean) 
Township  line;  elsewhere  in  Erie  County,  swamps  arc  rare.  Several  lakes  are 
found  in  the  low  valleys. 

Drift  Period.— There  is  little  land  in  the  county  that  has  not  been  affected 
by  the  great  ice-sheet  which  in  glacial  times  moved  southeastward  over  the 
entire  count}',  except  possibly  the  hilltops  which  rise  E200  feet  above  tire  level 
of  the  lake;  iu  them  no  erratic  bowlders  have  been  observed.  While  the  ice 
was  smoothing  down  the  lower  flat  country  of  the  western  townships,  it  was 
operating  through  the  deep  and  narrow  vales  of  the  eastern  ones,  leaving  the 
high  hill-tops  comparatively  untonehed.  The  character  of  drift  dejiosits  cau 
be  stmiied  along  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  toward  the  Ohio  line,  where  they 
constitute  a terrace  bluff  fifty  to  eighty  feet  high,  oui.of  which  the  waves  are 
constantly  removing  the  clay  and  fine  sand,  leaving  the  coarse  sand,  pebbles 
and  bowlders  to  be  daily  rounded  and  polished  on  the  beach.  The  matrix  is  a 
bluish- white  tough  clay,  imbedding  fragments,  mostly  angular,  of  all  kinds  of 
cry.stalline  rocks,  with  sandstone,  shale,  black  slate  and  limestmie,  and  oeca- 
.sionally  a large  bowlder  of  granite  or  gneiss.  Quicksand  is  abundant  in  the 
drift  deposiC  of  tkio  townsh.ips  back  from  the  lake. 

Buried  Valleijs. — Scarcely  a stream  of  any  considerable  size  in  Erie 
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Comity  flows  over  a rock  bed  except  Uiose  wliicli  cut  deep  ravines  in  the  lake 
slope.  The  present  water-courses  meander  along  the  upper  surfaces  of  drift 
deposif.j,  which  till  up  the  ancient  valleys  to  various  lieight.s  above  the  old  rock 
beds,  even  in  some  places  where  no  living  stream  now  flows.  Bed  rocks  are 
ceon  along  French  Creek  at  Fniou,  Mill  Village,  Le  Boeuf  and  elsewhere,  but 
the  flood  })Iaiu  being  two  miles  wide,  there  is  amjdo  space  for  a buried  valley 
between  the  two  wall  slopes. 

The  most  remarkable  of  these  Imried  valleys  are  those  through  whicl)  two 
streams  now  fiov;  in  opposite  directions  from  a common  divide  scarcely  more 
elevated  than  other  parts  of  the  flood  plain. 

These  ancient  valleys  were  excavated,  first,  either  by  ancient  rivers  flowing 
from  100  to  flOO  feet  below  the  present  floors;  or,  second,  by  the  great  south- 
ward moving  Canadian  ice  sheet,  which  as  it  retreated  rilled  them  up  again 
with  debris;  or,  third,  they  were  first  excavated  by  pre-glacial  rivons,  then 
deepened  and  widened  b}-  the  moving  ice  and  filled  with  its  moraine  to  the 
present  level.  J.  C.  M'hite,  who  made  the  geological  survey  of  Erie  County, 
ascribes  the  buried  water  ways  to  the  plowing  power  of  ice.  The  State  Geol- 
ogist, Prof.  J.  P.  Lesley,  t a ke.s  exceptions  to  this  view,  and  assigns  the  val- 
leys to  ancior  t ri', ers  draining  Northw'ostern  Pennsylvania  toward  Lake  Erie. 
Recent  discoveries  confirm  this  latter  opinion.  Prof.  Spencer,  rd  King's  Col- 
lege, Windsor,  Kova'  Scotia,  has  shown'  that  a submerged  valley  bed  crosses  Lake 
Erie  transversely,  entering  the  present  lake  basin  from  the  north,  and  by  a 
Lend  nortlisvard  and  extending  beneath  the  present  drift  filled  water  bed  of 
Grand  Fiivei-,  Upper  Canada,  thou  passing  eastward  into  the  head  of  Lake 
Ontario.  Into  this  river  channel,  before  the  basin  of  the  lake  was  filled,  the 
Allegheny.  French  Creek,  Mahoning  and  other  streams  doubtless  poured  their 
watery.  Then  came  the  glacial  winter,  and  a thousand  feet  of  snow  and  ice 
from  the  Lam'entian  Mountains  moved  slowly  southward,  tilled  the  channel  of 
this  ancient  river,  damming  back  its  waters  and  converting  the  forest-covered 
plain  into  an  inland  sea,  banking  itself  against  the  Pennsylvania  upland,  and 
sending  long  glaciers  across  the  country.  By  the  melting  of  these  glacier.s, 
the  valleys  were  filled  with  debris  and  a new  topography  formed.  Lake  Erie 
and  the  upper  lakes  were  formed;  the  direction  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio 
rivers  was  reversed  to  the  south,  The  peut-up  waters  of  the  inland  sea  found 
new  outlets.  The  waters  were  lowered  from  terrace  to  terrace,  and  Niagara 
River  was  rapidly  cut  back  till  the  present  lake  level  w-as  reached. 

Terraces.— Along.  Lake  Erie,  there  are  many  fragmentary  remains  of  old 
terraces,  raarking  ancient  higher  levels  of  the  lake  surface.  From  the  top  of 
the  bluff  oast  of  the  Ohio  line  the  land  slopes  up  regularly  and  very  gently, 
covered  w'ith  a continuous  beach  sand  and  shore  shingle  to  225  feet  above  the 
present  lake  level.  This  slojiing  plain  east  of  Erie,  near  Belle  Valley,  be- 
comes a continuous  fiat  at  an  elevation  of  425  feet  above  the  lake,  covered  in 
places  with  beach  sand.  etc.  On  the  irregular  escarpment  of  higher  laud, 
which  rises  from  this  flat  on  the  south,  no  .shore  deposits  were  found.  In  Har- 
bor Creek  and  western  northwest  townships,  is  the  nearest  approach  to  a series 
of  terraces;  three  miles  back  from  the  lake,  at  577  feet  elevation,  is  a wide 
level,  destitute  of  beach  deposits;  an  abrupt  do.3eent  to  about  500  feet  eleva- 
tion reaches  to  the  remnant  of  a terrace,  covered  with  beach  sand  and  shingle; 
thenflollows  a rapid  descent,  wholly  destitute  of  beach  deposits  to  oOO  feet 
elevation,  to  a broad  sloping  plain,  covered  with  beach  sand,  etc.  At  the 
northern  edge  of  this  plain,  220  feet  above  the  lake,  is  a genuine  terrace  of 
beach  sand  forty  feet  high,  from  the  foot  of  which  a plain  one  mile  wide  ex- 
tends to  the  top  of  the  bluS',  170  feet  high,  which  de.scends  steeply  to  the 
water’s  edge. 
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I)ip  of  the  Rocks.- — EAervNvliere  tlirongbout  Eric  Coiuity  the  strata  appear 
to  be  horizontal,  but  iu  reality  they  possess  a slight  dip  southwai'd  and  \vest- 
waid.  Along  the  Corry  meridian  it  is  Eventy-tive  feet  ]ier  mile;  from  Erie  to 
the  Ohio  Eiver.  it  is  twenty  feet  per  mile,  and  farther  west  it  is  slighter.  Tiie 
dip  west vrard  along  tlie  imrallel  of  IVattsbiii-g  is' eleven  feet  per  mile,  and 
along  the  southern  line  of  the  county  seven  feet  per  mile.  Two  miles  south 
of  ri'iddleboro,  there  is  a slight  northward  fall  of  the  rocks.  Manvf  other 
slight  varintions  and  undulations  may  exist,  but  if  so  they  have  not  been 
detected. 

27/c  Slienamjo  Group.—  This  group  probably  representing  the  Pocono  form- 
ation, Xo.  X,  is  the  highest  geological  strata  found  in  Erie  County.  The  She- 
nango  Shale  deposit  generally  consists  of  blue,  gray  and  brown  clay-shales  and 
iu  Crawford  County  varies  from  thirty-six  to  sixty  feet  in  thickness;  if  found 
in  Erie  County  at  all,  its  bottom  layers  are  left  on  the  highest  hill-tops.  The 
Shenangc  sandstone,  immediately  below  the  shale,  is  from  fifteen  to  thirty-livo 
feet  thick  in  Cratvfcrd  County,  and  in  Erie  County  caps  Evo  or  three  isolated 
knobs  in  Concord  Townslnp. 

The  MeciciviUe  Group,  immediately  below,  and  with  the  Sheuango  corre- 
spondiu;(  to  the  Cuyahoga  Shales  of  Ohio,  iu  Crawford  County,  consi.sts  of 
Meadville  Epper  Shales,  Meadville  Ej  per  Limestone,  Moadville  Lower  Shales, 
Sharpsville  Epper  Sandstone,  Meadville  Lower  Limestone,  Sharpsville  Lower 
Sandstone  and  Orangeville  Shales.  In  Erie  County  the}'  have  scarcely  an 
existence.  The  Sliarpcville  Epper  Sandstone  crops  out  in  the  east  end  of  the 
county  in  a few  isolated  knobs. 

The  Oil  Lake  Group,  a part  of  Pocono  Sandstone,  Xo.  X,  and  supposed  by 
Mr.  White  to  be  identical  with  the  Berea  grit  of  Ohio,  includes  the  Corry  and 
the  Cussewago  Sandstones  and  the  Cussewago  Limestone  and  Shale.  The 
Corry  Sandstone  is  found  in  a few  of  the  highest  liills  in  the  southern  part.s  of 
Concord,  Enion  and  LeBoeuf  Townsliips.  One  mile  south  of  Corry.  about 
300  feet  above  the  city,  and  1,160  feet  above  Lake  Erie,  are  two  quarries.  Only 
eight  feet  of  the  sandstone  Lave  escaped  erosion,  and  four  feet  are  so  shattered 
that  the  lower  four  feet  only  can  be  used.  The  Cussewago  Limestone  is 
exposed  in  D.  iJatterson's  ravine,  near  the  center  of  Concord  Tcuvnship, where 
it  is  a foot  thick. 

Beneath  the  Cussewago  sandstone  and  down  to  the  Venango  group,  a dis- 
tance of  about  eighty  feet,  occurs  a series  of  very  fosslliferous  drab,  bluish  and 
gray  sandy  shales,  sometimes  shaly  sandstone,  caiied  the  Biceville  yhale. 

The  Venango  Oil  Sand  Group  includes  the  most  important  strata  of  Erie 
County.  It  varies  in  thickness  from  250  to  350  feet,  and  crops  out  over  most 
of  the  siirface  south  of  the  great  divide.  In  the  counties. farther  south,  it  is 
this  group  buried  far  beneath  the  surface  that  yields  petroleum.  The  First, 
Second  and  Third  Cil  Sands  there  corresjioud  with  the  Venango  I'pper,  Middle 
and  Lower  Sandstones. 

Venango  Ujgter  Sandstone.— A.  coarse  sandstone  is  the  only  reservoir  of 
free  petroleum,  and  a loose  gravelly  sandstone  the  only  kind  from  which  an  oi] 
producer  expects  a free  flow  in  large  quantities.  The  Tapper  and  Middle 
Venango  sands  of  Erie  County  are  iu  the  form  of  compact,  fine  grained 
muddy  ilagstones,  and  consecpiently  contain  little  or  no  oil.  The  Veuaufre 
Epper  Sandstone  lies  high  up  the  hills  and  the  Hags  are  often  grayish- white 
Two  miles  west  of  Edinboro,  at  Anderson's  quarry,  they  are  bluish-Mhife 
smelling  of  petroleum.  At  Bussell’s  (piany,  just  north  of  Corry,  a bluish- 
white  sandstone  lies  at  1,070  feet  elevation  above  the  .lake,  the  seams  and 
crevices  of  which  hold  jmtroleum.  Enderlyiug  the  Epper  sand  are  pale  blue 
shales.  00  to  ICO  feet  thick,  containing  fossil  shells  of  the  Chemung  typ^, 


YT'/  j</.i  r.'ifs  h!  i^ior-a,)!! 


-•) 


'.r>vv!‘{M  ^ulf  '/)■■' 

-tWiJ-V  .1 ''5  (f ) ; , . ! !jii,  ‘ ir.::., 

..\j  "'i  *■!'!!  m/rr"  t^'fuvi  f.  .Nwl 
' '.  .!"  ii  ••-i  ii  j'^.j 

»■■  ^ • >?••■•  •>*'}  •"')»  ‘ 


u ■ •'  ; -i, 

•irti  /t  v'.i  rj'jo'l  k-i,|»  , 

'ui'i  .V'  ffi.u  } ■ ■ ' 


1.-;  ,1  Vi. : <>J 

};  i?.c.:Ti'' '.'.'I,  i/'d;!  A 

I'l-.i/  '-j  jl  < J''.  ‘ .’V . I 

IV  i-i.  ’i7  T.i  i'-.irci.;. j i jjjti  -fi# 

y'.v,-L,  ,■  Vu  ,,„.i  ttjj. ';^CioIa' 

'Ll  .ilr.T  b ni  w^nh 

!•-■■!  bd'il  ;i.v vv'ir. 

.•i-.-i  ■Jf’./il-iy  -.id  i ' ' 

ulax';*;  ./,  .o’^t  ,uj>jla 


b<<»-»:f'r<'f«r.rv  ■<;•.!  ;■  .'/>  ".-i  ft  U'  'i-)'  hi- 

K4i^(  ji.  ii  ,' .'•■■>i;r;’>/,';.f  tfi  vJZf'*  ■'’  /.r.'- .' j j;iJ,<  •^  >'r(Vj'r  •'?  >'/  /}  4tJ 

■ Hiti  ndr  nn.ilyi  >.m-  h\.m4  JiA  ■i^axhO  ■^^th!lM 

ijv.l  h[  .‘tiisy,-;  -ojIt  yrahj.}  ,■>/: .';P.IiC*i-'5 

n f ) '/ .T)  .j ' i_ji't;oO  tjiivf  a.;;  Iiji0-  ai  A'uff  ivyl 

-■j'"!L}''>  0-;  .;*U,>lI*'.  ,V/u(v'I  •JVlV^V ('■?'/,  ■>)\T  , 

l!> 

-j-wo-.X  ,v(iold/jfar.d  {■jqf,{U'  .ayl^dr,  i->fTr/’7- 

•irr.V'j.  L,  «It5zi;<;[  £«dcl 
o.« 
ocfy 


I.  9Ur/-:<|-tKxia.  .;VflOta*intivI,  /<ay/v)J  .,U|7ra»K‘X«  v‘>f^C*Jhr>«o?.  •!■•,-['(  T .;•! 

4i'j;i-isi7a  'yv;j.l  viadj M(X  ■ .'■3'>ii 
t 1>  f.,10  -ir/i-.  udj  ul  1/10  aqoyd  tri-i'i:  afr-  rrt<«ite  ailT' ' 


W--.1  ■«Vi  ^i;v2 ' ^ 

tyod,^.  .-moM  Iq  .f{f/TO.-,  yiififx  onO  .tS'.ji'.C«ji'voT  iafyja^'fcaa  .roi.r'T  .f-.v>AtioO 
•,daO  Tij  4.>yl  06/., I ,•/•;:£>  -yfft  O’ZOtff. 

tv?  *vi<j  Jf),tvsot  Daw  .nor-?o-;'->  * «iU’  i-  :-iol 

'■•»  o^iia/asr.'t')  ^nlT  . ,fto-ii-*d  JCTK3 'd'?.)  jtQ>i  t'ilK-I  -fdl -i/TlU 

'Vioi.//  b-ibt.;io;>  to;?qttioq£»ill  ■J's?.:  .-mifr.rf  iS*4iir.-i'>n3.U  .U 

■ • -r  , ■ . . iotd. Wtol  « (fi  4 r 

■A'»7. » / o4l  ot  uwoft  q>te  Vj.  .Mbcsi  • ^tff  ' ' 

hi/n  d;U/l(J  ,vIh>B  asKzt'jl.iliivrjijl  V;i>>7jo  lt»  (WffHi 

qinv'.!>{:!  artl  fciJiftL)  ,orroi ■:$£)/)<  rfnde  ^4rith  >nto--- 
ocKtl  lO  iSJJ5'j)2  Jiiai'fOiTini  isoLa  “idt  t (i^'ToVJ;  '■'  •™'' 


Pi 


ffirhb.'.'A  uga<!CK(7  ‘adJ  d>?v/  feuixj^gTio^  owri)  ^(h  U*)  f>  '.as  haoi>'i3 

' 1 • .MMKiicF  ffl<S  Iftf/OJ.  &0B 

Iv  Ki  rno^in  /LUO.  Oifi  m ^moULuni  oanoa 

/:?>  ;I.'J  .»?/!  y.TO}.s&afia--(lfav;./i;^  n^orJ  « ft«tg  : it  r/pjq  o';>il 

• ([fvf.’iT/i  f30S  ^'■■**1*1  ^ t’tlT  vS^t) n qi  'wait  tavd  '■  .°i ‘oljx^ 

,L‘“0‘«’tT4^  Jvnjasty^  .lo.’-.tfliol:.  n«  *»ia  ognttmT 


,fj«;  !7l<i  4A-  lo  j^ailluaja 

fc«»  --ipML'a  ydi y7od,^,,  a<0}ftT'4ftt'' 1oaV  jit  *:,/•(  -A.V'tiiJWi'  aj'hfvy 

^iii'din^rroa  vdii’.iil  J-io'i  OOl  o4  0<2  ,voh;i4 


154 


HISTORY  or  ERIE  COrNTY. 


The.  Venango  Middle  Sandstone  makes  little  sliow  in  Erie  Couiiiy,  being 
merely  marked  by  a greater  number  of  sandy  shales  or  fiagstouo  layers  in  the 
mass  of  softer  shales.  At  Harry  Comer's  quarry,  however,  in  ^I'a.shingtou 
Township,  are  exposed  twelve  feet  of  bluish -white  sandstone,  snieiling  strongly 
of  petroleum.  In  the  Maynard's  Run  bluli's,  ,\mi t.y  Township,  the  same  hags 
crop  out  E?5  feet  above  the  Le  Bceuf  Conglomerate.  (Venango  Lower  Saud- 
utone. } In  the  interval  of  from  lUO  to  1‘25  feet  between  the  Venango  Middle 
and  Lower  Sandstones  lie  blue,  gray  and  brown  shales,  very  fo.ssiliferous. 

Venango  Lower  Sa)idsfone. — This  famous  “ Third  Sand”  of  the  old  oil 
regions  ontcro])s  on  the  groat  divide,  and  may  also  be  seen  in  Ej’ench  and  Le- 
Bceuf  Creek  Valleys  at  the  head  of  Elk  Creek  and  Black  Bun  and  along 
Conueaut  Creek,  four  miles  above  and  below  Spring  Post  OlHce.  Its  e.xposuros 
always  show  it,  charged  with  petroleum,  even  where  it  is  a sand  and  not  a 
gravel  rock.  Its  lower  layers  yield  excellent  building  stone  nearly  everywhere, 
and  it  is  the  principal  quarry  rock  of  Erne  County.  There  is  often  a division 
into  an  upper  gravel  or  pebble  rock  and  a lower  sandstone,  i’etroleum  per- 
vades both,  but  there  is  more  in  the  gravel  rock.  Among  the  quarries  where 
it  is  taken  out  for  building  purposes  are  the  Carroll  quarries,  Le  Bceuf  Torvn- 
6hip>;  Doolittle's  quarry.  Amity  Township;  Allen’s  quarry,  two  and  one-half 
miles  from  Doolittle’s:  Reynolds'  cprarry.  Summit  Township;  Howard's  quarry, 
Franklin  Township,  and  Goodman’s,  northeast  from  Howard'.s. 

Its  frequent  exhibitions  of  petroleum  wn'tli  the  uumeroas  oil  springs  along 
its  outcrop  through  Erie  County  have  V)eeu  a fruitful  source  of  vain  hope  to 
explorers.  Little  supposing  that  the  show  came  from  the  outcrop  itself, 
and  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  under  rocks,  explorers  have  drilled  in  almost 
every  township  to  depths  varying  from  100  to  1,S00  feet.  Probably  a half 
million  dollars  have  been  thus  wasted  in  Erie  County,  sunk  through  measures 
underlying  the  exposed  third  oil  sand,  which  the  drillers  ■were  seeking  far  be- 
low. The  whole  pietroleum  deposit  in  Erie  seems  now' to  be  practically  voided, 
but  a residuum  of  oil,  lowered  in  gravity  and  partly  oxidized,  still  remains, 
sufficient  in  places  to  untit  the  stone  for  building  purposes. 

Below  tho  Venango  grou}>  are  found  o'25  feet  of  typical  Chemung  strata, 
alternate  groups  of  shale  and  sandstone,  fossil iferous.  with  a thin  limestone 
layer  at  the  bottom.  Some  tolerably  massive  sandstone  layers  occur  in  the  up- 
per part  of  the  series,  but  no  pebbles,  nothing  coarser  than  sand  grains,  have 
been  noticed.  It  outcrops  along  the  Lake  Iffi-ie  slope,  aud  the  top  layers  are 
exposed  also  in  the  valley  of  French  Creek. 

Beneath  this  is  the  Girard  shale,  a transition  series  between  Chemung  and 
Portage,  a succession  of  ashen  gray  and  bluish  shales,  with  only  an  occasional 
randy  stratum.  It  is  without  fossils,  except  fucoids,  aud  has  a thickness  of 
about  225  feet.  It  forms  the  drift-covered  rock  surface  of  Western  Erie 
County  facing  the  lake,  and  is  finely  exposed  in  every  ravine  w'hich  descends 
northw'ard  from  the  great  divide.  l)ut  especially  along  Elk  Cj'eek,  above  Gi- 
rard. Heen  from  a distance,  its  bluff  slo[)es  look  remarkably  like,  tho  bowlder 
claj'  of  the  di'ift  and  sometimes  like  vast  banks  of  gray  coal  ashes.  Its  base 
or  lowest  layer  is  at  lake  level  at  Raccoon  Creek,  near  the  Oliio  Hue,  and  475 
feet  above  lake  level  at  the  Eew'  A'ork  line. 

Th.e  Portage  Flags,  the  lowest  sti'ata  of  Erie  County,  consist  of  alternate 
layers  of  gray  shale  and  thin  layers  of  hard  sandstone  with  no  fo.ssils  except 
fucoids.  The  top  layers  rise  from  the  water's  edge  two  miles  from  the  Ohio 
line,  and  sloiie  up  along  the  lake  front  until  at  the  New  Wirk  line  they  reacli 
an  elevation  of  475  feet.  Petroleum  and  g is  issue  from  some  of  tho  thin  sand 
layers.  Collections  of  condensed  gas  uiidoafiteuly  exist,  and  in  quarries  not  in- 
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The  gas  and  oil  wells  of  Erie  vary  in  depth 
barometric  elevations  above  Lake  Erie  of  various 


frequently  cau.se  explosions, 
from  450  to  1,200  feet. 

The  following  is  a list  of 
points  throughout  the  county: 


Feet . 

Oorry  (depot)' 854 

Union  Citv(P.  &.  i),  depot) 748 

jSorth  EasKL  S.  & M.  K.  K.) 231 

JUoorhcads  (L.  S.  it  I'l.  17.  R) 195 

Htirlior  Creek  (L.  .S.  «.t  ?I.  R.  R.) 157 

Weslevville  (L.  S.  it  M.  R.  R.) 124 

Erie(L.  S.  it  M.  R.  R.) 113 

Swaiiville  (Jj.  S.  it  M.  R.  R.) 152 

U'airTiev.-  (L.  S.  it  R.  R.) 1C2 

Girard  (L.  S.  & M.  R.  R.) 144 

Sprinirfield  (L.  S.  ittU  R.  R.) SO 

Concord  Station  iN.  Y..P.  & 0.  R.  R.)..783 

Union  Citv  (N.  Y.,P.  it  0.  R.  R) 738 

Mill  Village  StationiX.  Y.,R.  it  6.  R.  R.)<11:3 

Beaver  Dam 802 

Eagle  Hotel,  \Yaterford 012 


P'eet 

Cros.s  Road'^  at  Cranesville 382 

Girard  Junction  (E.  it  P.  R.  R.) 124 

Crosses  (E.  it  P.  R.  R.) 192 

Albion  (E.  it  P.  R.  K.) 284 

Belle  Valley  (Phila.  it.  E.  R,  R.) 434 

Laugdon's  (Piiila.  it  E.  R.  R.) 502 

•Jack.son's  (Phila.  it  E.  K.  Ri.) 657 

Vtiterford  (Phila.  it  E.  R.  R.) 620 

Le  Jkeuf  (Phila.  it  E.  R.  R.) 644 

Lovell  s (Phila.  A E.  R.  R.) 791 

Cedar  Ridge,  Concord  Townsltip 1285 

Greenfield  P.  0 852 

Vrattsburg 752 

Cross  Roads  at  Middleboro 497 

Franklin  P.  0 667 


OHAPTEIi  lY. 


Streams,  Lakes,  B.ays,  Bridge.s  and  Culverts. 

Though  one  of  the  best-watered  sections  of  the  State,  Erie  County  has  no 
rivers  and  few  streams  of  importance.  A large  number  of  creeks  and  runs 
have  their  origin  on  the  dividing  ridges,  and  course  through  the  county  in  all 
directions,  so  that  almost  every  farm  has  its  running  water,  but  only  three  or 
fom-  are  of  sufficient  size  to  be  given  a place  on  the  general  map  of  the  com- 
monwealth. The  dividing  ridges  separate  the  water  system  of  the  county  into 
two  distinct  divisions,  which  may  be  classed  for  the  present  purpose  into  the 
Northern  and  Southern.  All  of  the  streams  w'hich  form  on  the  north  side  of 
the  main  ridge  flow  into  Lake  Erie,  and  thence,  through  Niagara  Piiver,  Lake 
Ontario  and  tlie  St.  Lawi'ence,  to  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Those  on  the  south  side 
invariably  unite  Avith  the  Allegheny  I’iver,  which  in  turn  pours  its  waters  into 
the  Ohio,  the  Mississippi,  and  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Of  the  southern  streams 
the  most  important  is  French  Creek,  the  common  receptacle  of  all  the  rest, 
v ith  the  exception  of  the  BrokenstraAv,  Avhich  flows  through  a corner  of  Wayne 
Township,  and  the  head-waters  of  Spring  Creek  and  Oil  Creek,  Avhich  have 
their  sources,  the  former  in  Concord  and  the  latter  in  that  and  Union  Town- 
ship. The  principal  tributaries  of  French  Creek,  within  the  county,  are  the 
South  Branch,  the  Outlet  of  Lake  Pleasant  and  Le  Boauf  Creek.  The  Con- 
neauttee,  which  rises  in  PTanklin  Township,  and  the  Cussewago,  tho  sources 
of  which  are  both  in  that  township  and  Elk  Creek,  join  the  same  stream  in 
Crawford  County. 

Of  the  lake  shore  streams,  the  leading  ones  are  as  follows:  Conneaut, 

Crooked,  Elk,  Trout,  Walnut,  Mill,  Four  Mile,  Six  Mile,  TVeivc  M.ile. Sixteen 
Mile  and  Twenty  Mile,  the  live  last  mcDtioued  being  named  according  to  their 
disl^ance  from  Erie  city.  The  smaller  streams  which  empty  directly  into  Lake 
Erie,  are  Raccoon  and  Turkey  Runs,  in  Springtield  Township;  Port  Run,  in 
Fairviosv  Township;  Danfurd  Run,  the  Head  Run,  and  One,  Two  and  Three 
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I»fi!e  Cveoks,  in  Mill  Creek  Township;  Cascade  and  Garrison  linns  in  Erie 
City;  l ive  Milo  Creek,  Elliott’s  Enn  and  Scott's  Kun,  in  Harbor  Creek  Town- 
Bhirj;  S]'ring.  SpaGord  and  Averili  Enins,  in  North  East  Township;  and  sev- 
eral rivulets,  the  titles  of  winch  are  variously  given. 

TF.inUTABIES  OF  THE  ABOVE. 

The  tributaries  of  the  above  streams  are  as  follows,  the  terminus  of  each 
bein,g  in  the  township  indicated: 

French  Creek — In  Greenheld  Townshi]'.,  a number  of  creeks  and  uins;  in 
Yenango  Township,  Aliddlebrook  Alder  Enn  and  Fritts  Eun  c>f  the  AVest 
Branch,  and  SpatTord  Eun  of  the  East  Branch;  in  Amity  Township  (East  and 
West  Branches  unite),  the  Outlet  of  Lake  Pleasant,  Jones’  Brook,  .Henry 
Brook,  the  Hnbbell  Alder  Eun,  Deerlick  Enn,  the  Ilatcli  Hollow  Alder  Eun  and 
Duncoiube  Eun;  in  AVaterford  Township,  Davis  Eun;  in  LeBceuf  Tovcnshipi, 
the  South  Branch,  LeBceuf  Creek,  Trou.t  Brook,  Colt  Eun,  Mill  Eun,  Mora- 
vian Eun,  Gill  Brook  and  AIrdlory  Eun. 

Le  Bcevf  Creek.- — In  AVaterford  Township,  the  AA’est  Branch,  Boyd  Eun, 
Trout  Eun  and  Benson  Enn.  {Boyd  and  Trout  Buns  empty  into  Lake  Le- 
Bceuf,  which  is  really  no  more  than  an  expansion  of  the  creek). 

The  South  Branch  of  French  Creek. — In  Concord  Township,  Scotch  En.u, 
Spring  Brook,  Lilly  Eun,  Beaver  Dion  Enn,  Spencer  Eun,  Baskin  Eun  and 
Slaughter  .Eun;  in  TJnion  Township,  Scotchman’s,  Yv^ilson,  IMulvin,  Cai.Toll, 
Bine,  Tolbert  and  Benson  Runs. 

Conneaut  Creek. — In  Connoaut  Township,  the  East  Branch,  the  AA'est 
Branch  and  Marsh  Run.  The  tributaries  of  the  East  Branch  are  Frazier’s 
Run  in  Elk  Creek  Township,  and  Crane  and  Jackson  Runs  in  Conneaut 
Township. 

Elk  Creek. — In  McKean  Township,  the  South  Branch;  in  Fairvisw  Town- 
ship, Fall  Eun  and  Little  Elk;  in  Girard  Township,  the  AVest  Branqh,  Ilall’s 
Eun,  Brandy  Eun  and  Spring  Eun. 

Walnut  Creek. — In  Alill  Creek  Township,  McNair  and  Necs  Enns;  in  Fair- 
view  Tawnship,  Bear  and  Beaver  Dam  Runs. 

Mill  Creek. — In  Mill  Creek  Towmship,  Bladen’s  Enn. 

Four  Mile  Creek. — In  Harbor  Creek  Township,  McConnell  Eun. 

Sixteen  Mite  Creek. — In  Northeast  Township,  the  Borough  Branch. 

Hare  Creek,  the  only  tributary  of  the  Brokeiistra,w  bowing  from  the  county, 
joins  that  stream  in  AA'arren  County,  below  Corry.  Its  chief  inlets  are  Bear 
Creek  and  Scioto  Eun. 

'The  Conneauttee  is  joined  by  the  Little  Conueauttee  a short  distance  across 
the  line,  in  Crawford  County,  and  by  Pratt  and  Herbert  Creeks  in  AA’ aching- 
ton  Township. 

PRINCIPAL  SETTLEMENTS,  RAILROADS,  ETC. 

Most  of  the  cities,  towns,  villages  and  important  settlements  are  located 
npou  these  stream.?,  having  originated  in  numerous  cases  in  consequence  of 
the  early  establishment  of  mills.  Mill  Creek,  Cascade  and  Garrison  Eunsllow 
through  the  city  of  Erie,  and  Hare  Greek  witli  tw'o  of  its  branches,  througli  the 
city  of  Corry.  Belle  Amlley  is  located  along  the  banks  of  Mill  Creek;  AA'cs- 
leywille  on  Four  Mile  Creek;  Harbor  Creek  ATllagc  on  Elliott’s  Eun;  Moor- 
headville  on  Twelve  Mile  Creek;  North  East  and  Freeport  on  Sixteen  Mile 
Creek;  East  Springfield  on  a branch  of  Crooked  Creek;  AA’est  Springfield  on 
Turkey  Eun;  Greenfield  A'illage  and  Lowvillo  on  the  AA’est  Branch  of  French 
Creek;  AA'attsburg  at  the  junction  of  the  East  and  AA’est  Branches  of  the  latter 
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stream;  Mill  Town  on  tlie  oixtlet  of  Lake  Pleasant:  Beaver  P)am  on  the  run 
after  which  it  was  named;  Elgin  and  Union  City  on  the  South  Branch  of 
French  Creek;  5Iill  YiJIfige  oi'-  5! ill  Run  Ijranchi  of  French  Creek;  Waterford 
on  Le  Beeuf  Creek  and  Laice;  Bvanchville  on  tlie  South  Branch  of  Elk  Creek; 
Middleboro  at  the  union  of  the  South  Branch  with  the  main  stream;  Edinboro 
cm  Gonneantteo  Lake  and  Big  CoJiueauttce  Crc-ek;  iMcI.n.lIou’s  Corners  and 
Ihaketowu  on  the  Little  Conneauttee;  Albion  anil  "Wellsbarg  on  the  East 
Blanch  of  the  Conuoant,  and  IvoopYille  on  the  mainstream;  Cranesvillo  on 
Crane  Run;  Steirettania  and  ^\’est  Girard  on  Elk  Creek  and  Girard  Borough 
on  the  eastern  bluff  overlooking  its  valley:  Loekport  on  Hall’s  Run;  Kearsago 
and  Manchester  on  'Walnut  Creek;  and  Fairview  and  Avonia  on  Trout  Run. 

The  Erie  Y Pittsburgh  Railroad,  after  leaving  the  lake  shore,  crosses 
Crooked  Creek,  into  the  Conneant  Yalley,  and  follows  it  into  Crawford  Coun- 
ty; the  Philadel]ihia  & Erie  rises  from  the  level  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  Walnut 
Creek  Yalley,  pursues  thojaiim  to  the  Le  Baaif  Yalley,  continues  down  the 
latter,  crosses  French  Creek  in  Le  Banf  Township,  and  then  runs  up  the  South 
Bi'anch  to  Con'v ; the  New  York,  Peunsylvania  & Ohio  follows  the  route  of  the 
South  Branch  to  a point  near  its  junction  with  French  Creek,  and  from  there 
keeps  close  to  the  banks  of  the  main  stream  to  a point  below  Yleadville;  the 
route  of  the  Lurfaio,  Pittsburgh  & Vv'estern  road  is  along  the  head-waters  of 
the  South  Branch  in  Concord  Township.  .The  abandoned  Erie  Canal  entered 
the  Elk  Creek  Yudley  in  Girard  Township;  passed  over  the  stream  by  a lofty 
acjueduct.  and  then  followed  Hall’s  Run  and  Crane  Run  to  Conneant  Y'ailey, 
which  formed  its  route  into  Crawford  County. 

FE-rTUKES  OF  THE  STREAMS. 

The  most  striking  feature  of  the  lake  sliore  streams  is  the  deep  channels 
they  Jiave  cut  in  their  passage  from  the  high  ground  where  they  originate  to 
the  level  of  Lake  Erie.  These  ravines  or  •■gulfs”  attend  them  all,  to  sonie 
extent,  but  are  deepest  and  most  pictureseme  along  Elk  Creek,  in  Girard  and 
Fairview  Townships,  YY'alnut  Creek  in  Fairview,  Four  Milo  Creek  in  Harbor 
Creek,  Six  Mile  Creek  in  the  same  township,  and  Sixteen  and  Twenty  Ylile 
Creeks  in  North  East.  The  “gulfs”  of  Four  and  Six  Mile  Creeks,  where  they 
have  worn  a course  through  the  First  and  Second  Ridges,  are  from  100  to  150 
feet  dee}),  and  are  well  worth  a visit  by  those  who  enjoy  novel  scenery.  In  G irard 
Townshi}),  at  the  union  of  (he  West  Branch  ^.u lb  Elk  Crock,  is  the  natural 
cariosity  known  an  the  “ Devil’s  Backbone,”  %yhich  is  yearly  visited  by  many 
seekers  after  the  jjicturescjue.  Another  feature  of  the  lake  shore  streams 
deserving  of  mention  is  the  fact  that,  'while  those  eastward  from  Erie  City  How 
directly  to  the  lake  in  a g;Gneral  northwest, erly  course,  those  in  and  west  of  the 
city,  run  almost  exactly  w'estward  until  within  a short  distance  of  the  lake,  when 
they  suddenly  turn  to  the  north  and  soon  after  unite  with  the  great  current 
which  })ours  over  Niagara.  This  is  the  more  noticeable  of  Mill  Creek,  which 
rises  in  Greene  and  engjtios  into  the  lake  at  Erie;  Walnut  Creek  which  also 
rises  in  Greene,  Hows  across  Summit,  Mill  Greek  and  Fairview  Townships,  and 
terminates  at  Manchester;  and  Elk  Creek,  which  rises  in  YVaterford,  crosses 
YfcKean,  Fairview  and  Girard  Towushij>s,  and  enters  the  lake  bolow  Yliles 
Grove.  Conneant  Creek  is  to  some  extent  an  exception  to  the  rule,  rising  as  it 
does  in  Crawford  County,  flowing  nearly  dxie  north  through  Conneaut  Townshi}) 
to  within  a short  distance  of  the  Girard  line,  and  then  bending  abru}:>tly  west- 
ward, forming  the  boundary  between  that  and  Springfield  Townships,  finally 
entering  Ohio,  a.ud,  after  a devious  course,  becoming  the  ha.rbor  of  Conneant 
in  that  State.  The  peculiarity  here  noted  is  duo  to  the  successive  hills,  making 
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up  wLat  is  known  as  the  Dividing  Kidges,  each  one  of  which  forms  a separate 
valley  in  which  it  is  claimed  the  water  was  originally  coniined  until  a break 
or  gulf  ns  created  through  which  a passage  was  found  to  the  lake.  The 
streams  of  the  northern  division  have  n rapid  current  and  abound  in  tiny  water 
falls,  while  the  Ilow  of  those  in  the  southern  division  is  comparatively  geniio. 
The  latter  are  usually  bordered  by  narrovv-  strips  of  Hat  laud,  a.ud  the  sceuery, 
though  of  a pleasing  pastoral  character,  affords  little  that  is  novel  or  inspir- 
ing. rreiich  Creek,  all  lhr?e  of  its  branches — the  East,  West  and  South — 
and  Le  Dccuf  Creek,  were  at  one  period  navigable  for  rafts  and  flat-boats,  and 
before  the  building  of  good  roads  were  the  chief  avenues  for  bringing  goods 
and  provisions  into  the  county.  There  has  been  no  rafting  to  sjieak  of  on  the 
branches  of  Frcnclj  Creek  for  forty  years,  while  the  business  on  the  mainstj-eam 
may  be  said  to  have  suspended  about  the  time  of  the  outbreak  of  the  last  war. 
All  of  the  .streams  in  the  county  were  formerly  much  larger  and  more  re- 
liable. The  cutting  off  of  tlio  timber  has  Imd  an  alarming  effect  in  drying 
up  the  streams,  and  the  seasons  of  higli  water  which  were  once  of  two  or  three 
weeks’  duration  now  last  only  a few  days.  There  being  no  forests  to  retain  the 
rain,  the  water  runs  off’  very  rapidly,  causing  floods  that  sometimes  do  consid- 
erable dama.ge  m the  sontliern  part  of  the  county.  All  of  the  streams  were  at  one 
time  full  of  trout  and  other  fish. 

I'EEXCH  CREEK  AND  ITS  PRIKCIi'AL  TRIBUTARIES. 

It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  ebajiter  to  describe  any  of  the  minor  streams, 
an  account  of  A.djich  will  be  given  in  the  township  sketches,  to  which  the  reader 
w'ho  wishes  to  know  more  about  them  is  directed.  Only  those  streams  will  be 
referred  to  here  which  possess  something  of  a general  interest  by  reason  of 
their  relation  to  two  or  more  townships,  or  in  consequence  of  their  historical 
associations: 

French  Creek.  — This  stream— the  most  important  in  the  county — was 
variously  known  to  the  Indians  as  the  Toranadakin  and  Innungah,  the  latter 
word  having  some  reference  to  a rude  and  indecent  figure  carved  upon  a 
tree,”  which  the  Seneca  tribe  found  when  they  came  to  this  region  after  having 
conquered  the  Eriez.  The  French  at  first  gave  it  the  name  of  the  River  Aux 
Bceufs,  but  changed  it  to  the.  River  Venango,  being  a corruption  of  the  Indian 
word  Irmungab.  When  the  Americans  occupied  the  country,  they  dropfied 
both  the  Indian  and  French  names,  and  gave  the  stream  the  plain  ap])ellation 
of  French  Creek.  The  main  stream  is  created  by  the  junction  of  the  East 
and  West  Branches  in  Amity  Township,  just  south  of  the  borough  limits  of 
Wattsburg,  The  East  Branch  takes  its  rise  in  Chautauc|ua  County,  N.  Y., 
near  the  viliage  of  Sherman,  and  the  head  of  tlie  West  Branch  is  usually  said 
to  be  in  Findley’s  Lake,  about  two  miles  over  the  Ncw'Y'ork  line,  in  the  sumo 
county.  The  former  has  a length  of  more  than  twenty  miles,  and  flows  through 
a corner  of  Venango  Township.  The  length  of  the  latter  is  about  the  same, 
crossing  in  its  course  the  wdiole  width  of  Greenfleld  and  AFnango.  Both 
streams  were  navigable  in  the  beginning  of  the  century  for  canoes  and  rafts 
as  far  north  as  the  New  York  line,  but  the  erection  of  dams  and  the  drying 
up  of  the  water  made  Wattsburg  in  later  years  the  practical  head  of  navigation. 
After  the  junction  of  the  East  and  West  Branches,  the  creek  traverses  Amity, 
V'aterford  and  Lo  Bamf  Townships,  leaving  the  county  to  enter  Crawford  in 
the  last  named.  It  passes  through  the  whole  width  of  Crawford  County  from 
north  to  south,  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  county,  and  after  watering  half  of 
Venango  County  unites  with  the  Allegheny  at  Franklin.  Its  length  from 
Wattsburg  to  Franklin  cannot  be  less  than  a hundred  miles,  or  a hundred  and 
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twenty  cr  twenty -tivo,  measuring  from  the  month  to  the  source  of  either  of  the 
branches.  By  the  time  Fronch  Creek  joins  the  Allegheny,  it  has  become  a 
gocd-si^('rl  stream.,  which  deserves  tho  title  of  river  better  than  many  that 
hgnre  more  prominently  upon  the  maps.  It  v.-as  along  the  valley  of  tbis  creek 
that  Washington  traveled  on  his  visit  to  the  French  at  Fort  Le  Bceuf,  and  he 
descmided  the  stream  in  a canoe  on  his  return  journey.  The  last  rafting  from 
abor  0 ihc  mouth  of  Le  Bau'f  Creek  was  done  in  1852. 

Outlet  of  Lalca  Pleasant. — This  stream,  as  its  name  indicates,  carries  oft 
the  excess  of  water  in  Lake  Pleasant.  It  issues  from  the  foot  of  the  lake,  in 
Venango  Township,  and  empties  into  French  Creek  in  Amity,  after  a course 
of  some  three  miles. 

The  South  Branch. — The  South  Branch  of  French  Creek  rises  in  Concord 
Tov.mship,  flows  through  that  and  Union,  and  unites  with  the  main  stream  in 
LoBceuf,  a short  distance  below  the  Philadelphia  & Erie  Railroad  biddge.  It 
has  a course  of  perhaps  twenty  miles.  The  valley  of  the  South  Branch  forms 
the  route  in  part  of  no  le.ss  than  three  raiiroad.s,  the  FhiladolpAiia  &.  Erie, 
the  Buffalo,  Pittsburgh  & Western,  a’ld  the  New  York,  Pennsylvania  A Ohio. 

LeBceuf  Creek  was  known  to  the  French  as  the  river  Anx  Bceufs  and  Avas  at 
fir.st  supposed  to  be  the  main  stre.am.  It  was  so  named  from  the  number  of 
cattle  discovered  by  them  on  the  llats  near  its  mouth.  The  creek  is  formed 
by  two  stems,  the  eastern  one  of  which  rises  on  the  Venango  Township  line, 
and  hows  across  Greene  Township,  while  the  western  has  its  source  in  Smumit 
Townshin,  the  two  coming  together  on  the  northern  lioundaiw^  of  Waterford 
ToAvndiip.  On  the  edge  of  Waterford  Borough  the  creek  enters  J^ake  LeBceuf, 
from  which  it  issues  somewhat  increased  in  size.  It  joirrs  French  Creek  in 
LeBanf  Township.  From  the  head  of  the  East  Bra)ich  to  the  mouth  of  the 
creek,  the  distance  is  about  twenty  miles.  The  head  of  navigation  was  at 
Waterford  Borough,  just  above  the  lake. 

THE  L.VEE  SHORE  STREAMS. 

Conneaut  Creek,  the  second  largest  in  the  county,  rises  south  of  Con- 
neautville,  Crawford  County,  flows  in  a general  northerly  direction  through 
Cuuneaut  Township,  nearly  to  the  Sjiringfield  line,  then  barns  abruptly  west- 
ward and  continues  into  Ohio.  After  changing  its  course  it  forms  the  bound- 
ary line  between  Conneaut  and  Springfield.  In  Oliio  it  flows  nine  miles  we.=;t- 
ward  to  Kingsville,  then  makes  another  sudden  bend  to  the  east,  and  comes 
back  eight  miles  to  Conneaut,  where  it  turns  again  to  the  north,  and,  after  a 
furiher  course  of  about  a mile,  empties  into  Lake  Erie  not  far  from  the  Penn- 
sylvania line,  forming  Conneaut  Harbor.  It  is  a very  crooked  stream,  the 
length  from  head  to  month  being  fully  seventy  miles,  while  the  distance  by  an 
air  line  is  not  more  than  twenty-five.  More  costly  bridges  cross  this  creek 
than  any  other  in  Erie  County.  The  East  Branch  of  Conneaut  Creek  rises  on 
the  northern  edge  of  Crawford  County,  flows  through  Elk  Creek  Township, 
and  unites  with  the  main  stream  a mile  or  so  northeast  of  Albion.  In  the 
latter  borough  it  is  joined  by  Jackson  Creek,  which  rises  on  tho  Elk  Creek  and 
Conneaut  lino,  near  Crawford  County.  The  East  Branch  is  about  ten  miles 
long  and  Jackson  Creek  some  tive  miles. 

Elk  Creek  rises  in  Waterford  Townshi])  and  flows  in  a general  westerly 
coarse  through  McKean,  Fairview  and  Girard  Townships  to  Lake  Erie,  north  of 
Miles  Grove.  The  length  of  Elk  Creek  is  between  twenty-tive  and  thirty  miles. 
An  effort  was  made  to  have  the  mouth  of  this  stream  made  the  terminus  of  the 
canal,  and  various  projects  have  been  advocated  for  establishing  a harbor 
there.  The  name  of  Elk  Creek  was  given  from  the  number  of  elk  found  in  its 
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Talley.  Falls  Eiiu  starts  in  Franklin  ToTvnsiiip  and  joins  Fdk  Creek  in  Fair- 
view.  Brandy  Fiuu  rises  in  Fairview  Township  and  unites  with  Elk  Creek  in 
Girard,  The  IVost  Branch,  which  also  joins  the  sajuo  stream  in  the  latter 
township,  rises  in  Elk  Creek  Township.  They  are  all  small. 

Walnut  Creek,  so  named  because  its  banks  v/ere  lined  with  walnut  trees, 
rises  on  the  we.steru  edge  of  Greene  Township,  and  Hows  through  Summit, 
Mill  Creek  and  Fairview,  enterin.cr  the  lake  at  Manchester.  Its  length  is 
about  lifteGn  mile.s. 

Crookei.l  Creek  rises  in  Loek|>ort  Borough,  and  flows  through  Girard  and 
Springfield  to  Lake  Erie,  a short  distamce  from  Xorth  Springfield.  It  is  aboirt 
ten  miles  long. 

The  Head  Bun  is  the  small  stream  that  enters  Presque  Isle  bay  just  above 
the  IMassassauga  pleasure  ground. 

Cascade  Bun  is  historical  because  a portion  of  Perry’s  fleet  was  built  at  its 
mouth.  It  falls  into  the  bay  at  the  Fittsburgh  docks,  in  Erie  City. 

Mill  Creek  is  fornred  by  two  branches,  the  one  rising  in  the  estreme  south- 
eastern section  of  Mill  Creek  Township,  and  the  other  in  the  northwestern 
part  of  Greene.  They  unite  near  the  souiheastern  line  of  the  first-named 
township,  and  the  stream  enters  the  bay  within  the  city  limits  of  Erie.  Mill 
Creek  cannot  be  less  than  eight  miles  long. 

Four  IN-lile  Creek  rises  in  Greene,  runs  through  thcw'estern  edge  of  Harbor 
Creek,  and  enters  the  lake  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  Mill  Creek  Township, 
after  a course  of  about  eight  miles. 

Tivelve  Mile  Creek  heads  on  the  line  of  Xorth  East  and  Greenfield  Town- 
ships, and  joins  the  lake  in  Harbor  Creek.  Its  length  is  about  seven  miles. 

Twenty  Mile  Creek  rises  in  Chautauqua  County.  N.  Y.,  and  empties 
into  the  lake  in  North  East  Township,  near  the  State  line.  It  is  from  sixteen 
to  eighteen  miles  long. 

D O 

L.iKES  .IXD  BAYS. 

iMJce  Erie. — The  whole  northern  front  of  the  county  is  bordered  by  Lake 
Erie  and  Presque  Isle  Bay.  giviiig  a shore  line,  with  the  various  indentations, 
of  frdly  forty-five  miles.  Lake  Erie  is  one  of  the  chain  of  “ Great  Lakes,”  con- 
sisting, l^esides  itself,  of  Lakes  Superior,  Hm'on,  Michigan,  St.  Clair  and  On- 
tario. No  one  of  these,  except  St.  Clair,  is  excelled  or  equaled  in  size  by  any 
body  of  fresh  water  elsewhere  in  theT\'orld.  The  name  Erie  has  been  “ hehl  to 
mean  ‘cat,’  thus  giving  the  title  of  Cat  to  the  tribe  of  Eries,  and  Cat  Lake  to 
the  body  of  water.”  This,  how’evor,  is  disputed  by  one  wu-iter,  w'ho  claims 
that  the  word  “ means  raccoon  in  the  original,  and  that  the  error  as  to  meaning 
came  into  vogue  by  the  confounding  by  the  early  French  explorers  of  the  wild 
cat  with  the  rac^coon,  both  of  ^Yhich  animals  abounded,  but  the  latter  being  the 
most  numerous.”  Keeent  measurements  give  the  following  results: 

“The  greatest  length  of  Lake  Superior  is  335  miles;  its  greatest  breadth, 
160  miles;  mean  depth,  CSS  feet;  elevation  above  the  ocean,  002  feet:  area, 
82,000  square  miles. 

“The  greatest  length  of  Lake  Michigan  is  300  miles;  its  gi-eatest  breadth, 
108  miles;  mean  depth,  GOO  feet;  elevation,  581^  feet;  area,  23,000  square 
miles. 

“The  greatest  length  of  Lake  Huron  is  200  miles;  its  greatest  breadth, 
169;  mean  depth,  GOO  feet;  elevation.  5Sl-^  feet;  area,  23,000  square  miles. 

“The  greatest  length  of  Lake  Erie  is  250  miles;  its  gruatest  breadth  is  80 
miles;  its  mean  depth  is  84  feet;  elevation,  573  Yu  feet;  area,  6,000  square  miles. 

“The  greatest  length  of  Lake  Ontario  is  ISO  miles;  its  greatest  breadth. 
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Co  miles;  its  mean  depth  is  500  feet;  elevation,  24Ci  feet;  area,  6,000  square 
miles. 

“ The  length  of  all  live  is  1,265  miles,  covering  an  area  of  upward  of  135,- 
OlKl  square  miles.'’ 

Late  Erie  receives  the  outllow  of  Lake  Huron  through  the  St.  Clair 
Eiver.  Lake  St.  Clair  and  the  Detroit  River,  and  empties  itself  through  the 
Niagara  River  into  Lake  Ontario.  The  outlet  of  the  latter  is  the  St.  Law- 
rence Ri%or.  which,  after  a course  of  some  tivo  hundred  miles,  falls  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  within  the  Dominion  of  Canada,  the  volume  of  water  which  it 
carries  down  being  greater  than  that  of  the  Mississippi.  By  some  geographers, 
tlio  lakes  are  regarded  as  expiansions  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  wliieh  would  give 
that  river  a length,  from  the  source  of  the  St,  Louis,  the  most  remote  tributary 
of  Superior,  of  about  twenty-one  Imndred  miles.  Lake  Erie  is  the  fifth  and 
'most  southerly  of  the  chain.  Its  breadth  varies  from  thirty  to  eighty  miles. 
The  narrowest  pajt  of  the  lake  is  between  Long  Point,  Canada,  and  Presque 
Isle,  and  the  widest  is  between  Ashtabula,  Ohio,  and  Port  Stanley,  Canada. 
The  average  depth  of  Lake  Erie  is  loss  than  that  of  any  other  of  the  chain, 
except  St.  Clair,  vvhich  renders  its  navigation  the  most  dangerous.  It  has 
few  natural  harbors,  that  of  Erie  being  the  best,  Vnit  the  mouths  of  a number 
of  the  larger  streams  have  been  dredged  and  protected  by  breakwaters,  oflering 
good  facilities  for  shipping. 

In  commercial  importance,  Lake  Erie  excels  any  other  of  the  chain.  The 
Ff.lis  of  Niagara,  twenty  miles  below  its  foot,  forbid  direct  navigation  between 
Erie  and  Ontario.  This  has  be  en  remedied  by  the  construction  of  the  '^Yel!and 
Ship  Canal.  Vessels  pass  through  this  artificial  channel  to  and  from  Lake  Onta- 
rio, the  St.  LawTonce  River  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean.*  The  lake  seldom  freezes 
over  more  than  a few  miles  from  shore,  but  instances  have  been  Imow'n  of  the  ice 
being  clogged  between  Long  point  and  Presque  Isle  so  that  teams  and  wagons 
have  crossed.  Navigation  usually  closes  about  the  1st  of  December  and  opens 
early  in  April,  though  it  has  sometimes  begun  much  sooner.  Several  winters 
are  recorded  when  vessels  have  sailed  every  month  of  the  year.  The  streams 
that  flow  into  Lake  Erie  are  small,  scarcely  adding  as  much  to  its  supply 
as  it  loses  by  evaporation.  The  body  of  w^ater  that  flows  over  Niagara  I’aHs 
is  estimated  not  to  exceed  that  received  by  the  lake  through  the  Detroit  Riv  er. 
The  lake  abounds  in  fish,  the  most  common  v'arieties  being  white  fish,  pickerel, 
bass,  perch,  herring,  sturgeon  and  mutton-heads. 

It  is  subject  to  fluctuations  of  several  feet  in  the  height  of  the  water,  ac- 
cording to  the  direction  of  the  wind.  The  general  surface  is  also  higher  in 
some  seasons  than  in  others,  depending  on  the  winter  and  spring  weather 
along  the  upper  lakes. 

Some  unaccountable  phenomena  are  reported  by  old  settlers  along  the 
shores  of  the  lake.  Just  after  sunset  on  the  30th  of  May,  1823,  several  swells 
were  observed  at  the  mouths  of  Otter  and  Kettle  Creeks,  Canada,  being  twen- 
ty miles  apart,  and  the  water  suddenly  dashed  to  a height  of  nine  feet  at  the 
former  point  and  of  seven  at  the  latter.  The  weather  was  fine  and  the  lake 
had  previously  been  calm.  A similar  incident  was  witnessed  at  the  mouth  of 
Sixteen  Mile  Creek,  in  1820,  at  that  of  Cunningham  Creek,  Ohio,  in  1826,  and 
again  at  that  of  Grand  River,  Ohio,  in  1830.  At  the  second  point  named,  the 
water  rose  fifteen  and  at  the  third  eight  feet.  Water-spouts  are  of  frequent 
occurrence,  and  as  many  as  three  have  been  seen  at  one  time.  A whirlwind 
was  experienced  at  Conneaut  Ohio,  in  September,  1830,  which  lifted  the 
water  of  the  lake  to  a height  of  thirty  feet.  Three  monster  waves  are  reported 


*The  Welland  Canal  was  begun  in  l-i24  and  opened  in  is;i9. 
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as  having  clashed  upou  tlie  dock  at  Madison,  Lake  County,  Ohio,  the  lu'st  of 
which  was  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  high.  “ lu  1814  or  1845,  a wave  came  into 
Tiuclid  Creek  fifteen  feet  in  height,  carrying  everything  before  it.  On  No\ em- 
ber 18,  1S45,  the  water  at  Cleveland  suddenly  fell  two  and  cight-tentlis  feet 
during  a hiuh  wind  from  the  southwest.  The  Toledo  Blade  records  a change 

tD  '■Zi  ^ 

of  ten  feet  on  December  5,  1S5G.” 

A lomarkabhe  phenomenon  occurred  at  Cleveland  in  lIuIv',  ISSI, which  is  thus 
described  by  the  Signal  Service  ofiicer  at  that  port;  “At  5;S0  in  the 
morning  there  was  a slight  breeze  from  off  land  in  southerly  direction,  and  at 
6 o’clock  there  was  almost  a calm,  while  to  the  northw^ard  a dark  cloud  appeared 
like  a ciu’tain,  and  at  the  same  time  vvas  heard  a rumbling  sound.  At  0:20 
there  came  up  a large  green  colored  wave,  with  no  crest,  which  a])proached 
fro)u  the  northwest  with  great  rapidity,  and  soon  after  the  jmssage  of  the  wave 
the  wind  returned  to  its  original  quarter.  The  cloud,  wave  and  wind  seemed 
to  travel  together.  The  wave  was  about  nine  feet  above  the  present  level  of 
the  lake.  The  highest  barometer  in  the  countiy  occurred  in  the  city  yesterday 
morning,  viz.,  30.15.  The  recoil  of  the.  w’avo  along  the  line  of  the  shore  caused 
two  smaller  receding  waves,  parallel  to  tho  shore,  and  from,  fifty  to  seventy- 
five  fe-et  apart.  ” 

Similar  occurrences  are  reported  as  having  happened  on  the  other  lakes. 
Col.  Charles  Whitt le.scy,  of  Cleveland,  has  kept  a record,  of  some  of  the  most 
prominent  of  these  events,  from  which  we  learn  that  “ on  Lake  Superior,  in 
1879,  opposite  Isle  Royal,  there  was  a sudden  fall  of  four  feet  in  the  waters. 
’When  they  returuedi.  they  did  so  with  a rush,  the  vibration  continuing  for 
several  hoiu’s.  In  1834.  the  waters  above  the  Sault  Rapids  suddenly  receded, 
and  ill  half  an  hour  returned  with  great  velocity.  In  August,  1845,  Dr. 
Foster  states  that  while  in  an  open  boat  between  Copper  Harbor  and  Eagle 
River,  an  enormous  surge,  tw'pnty  feet  in  height  and  crested  with  foam,  roiled 
tow’ard  the  shore,  succeeded  by  two  or  three  swells.  Dr.  Foster  observed 
repeated  flows  and  rellux  of  the  waters  in  1847,  1848  and  1849,  which  jireceded 
or  followed  storms  on  the  lake.  In  1S5S,  D.  D.  Brockway  reported,  in  a per- 
fect calm,  a sudden  rise  of  one  foot  and  three  inches,  and  in  another  two  and 
ouG-half  feet.  'I’he  Lake  Superior  News  of  July  17,  .1855,  rep>orts  extreme 
fluctuations  between  the  hours  of  nine  in  the  morning  and  four  in  tho  evening. 
Father  Andre,  in  1070.  while  on  Green  Bay,  reported  a three-feet  rise,  but 
this  was  acco7upanied  by  a northwester.  On  April  14,  lS58,  the  Milwaukee 
Sentinel  reported  a change  of  level  in  Lake  Michigan  of  six  feet.” 

Bay  of  Presque  Isle. — The  Bay  of  Presque  Isle,  forming  the  harbor  of 
Erie — the  only  one  in  the  county — is  a quiet  and  beautiful  body'  of  water, 
about  five  miles  long,  with  a breadth  ranging  from  a mile  and  a quarter  to 
nearly  two  miles.  The  long  and  narrow  sand  bank  which  divides  it  from  the 
lake  is  known  as  the  Peninsula,  or  i7i  F rench  as  Prestpie  Isle,  meaning  “ nearly 
an  island.”  7Vitbin  a hundred  years,  the  bay  extended  by  a narrow  channel 
half  a mile  farther  'ivestward  than  it  docs  now,  tho  action  of  the  sands  and 
the  earth  brought  dowm  by  the  two  little  streams  at  the  head  having  caused  the 
restriction  of  its  limits.  The  enirance  to  the  bay  is  at  its  eastern  end,  between 
two  long  piers  which  create  an  artificial  channel  200  feet  wide.  Before  the 
Government  improvements  were  made,  the  mouth  of  the  bay  was  nearly'  a mile 
in  width,  and  obstructed  by  a bar  which  afforded  only  six  to  eight  foot  of 
water.  Now  the  largest  vessels  iipou  the  lake  can  enter  easily',  and  when  with- 
in the  bay  are  secure  against  the  worst  storms.  Two  noble  lighthouses  direct 
mariners  to  the  entrance,  while  the  course  of  the  chunuel  is  made  clear  by  a 
series  of  range  light;s.  At  the  head  of  tho  bay,  the  peninsula  is  only  a few 
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rods  in  width,  and  so  iow  that  the  ^Yate^  sometimes  washes  over  during 
winter  gales.  Within  a few  years,  this  nock  has, been  protected  by  a barrier 
of  piles  and  heavy  timbers,  at  the  cost  of  the  General  Government.  A channel 
was  opened  acros.s  this  portion  of  the  peninsula  many  years  ag'O,  and  several 
vessels  passed  through,  but  the  e.vporimeut  was  unsatisfactory,  and  the  passage 
was  allowed  to  close  up.  The  greatest  depth  of  water  in  the  bay'  is  nearly' 
ou’ooiite  the  Pittsh.urgh  docks,  where  the  lead  touches  bottom  at  twenty-seven 
feet. 

Misery  Bay  is  a small  subdivision  of  the  bay  proper  at  its  northeastern 
extremity.  Its  name  was  suggested  by  Lieut.  Holdup  during  the  war  of  IS  1-1, 
when  the  vessels  of  the  Lake  Erie  squadron  were  anchored  there.  The  gloomy 
weather  that  prevailed,  and  tlie  uncomfortable  condition  of  the  crows  made  the 
title  eminently  appropriate.  Within  this  little  bay'  were  sunk  two  of  the  ves- 
sels of  Perry’s  fleet,  the  Lawrence  and  Niagara.  The  former  was  raised  and 
taken  to  the  Ceuieimial  Exhibition  in  1S76;  the  latter  still  lies  at  the  bottom 
of  the  bay  on  the  side  next  to  the  lighthouse.  Both  of  the  bays  freeze  over  in, 
winter,  and  usually  continue  closed  until  about  the  1st  of  April.  They 
abound  in  fish,  and  are  a famous  resort  for  anglers.  A irumber  of  pleasure 
yaclit.s  ply'  upon  the  quiet  waters  of  the  bays,  and  sail  boats  and  row  boats  are 
always  to  be  had  at  the  boat  houses  along  the  public  pier.  (For  a further  ac 
count  of  the  bay  and  harbor,  see  Erie  City.) 

THE  INTERIOR  LAKES. 

In  the  interior  of  the  county  are  three  small  lakes — LeBceuf,  Pleasant  and 
Conneauttee — all  of  which  lie  on  the  south  side  of  the  dividing  ridge,  and 
empty  into  French  Creek. 

J.ake  LeBuaif. — This  lake  is  in  Waterford  Township,  on  the  southwestern 
edge  of  AYaterford  Boremgh.  It  is  about  two-thirds  of  a mile  long,  by  half  a 
mile  wide.  The  lake  is  fed  by  LeBceuf  Creek  and  Boy'd  and  Trout  Buns.  Its 
outlet  falls  into  French  Creek  in  LeBceuf  Township. 

Lake  Pleasant,  in  the  soutliAvestern  corner  of  A’enango  Township,  is  about 
two-thirds  of  a mile  long  by  a third  of  a mile  W'ido,  with  a depth  of  live  to 
fifty  feet.  It  has  no  tributary  streams  except  two  tiny  rivulets,  and  is  appar- 
ently fed  by  springs  in  the  bottom.  The  outlet  joins  French  Creek  in  Amity' 
Township). 

Lake  Conneauttee  lies  on  the  northern  side  of  Edinboro,  and  is  partly  in 
that  borough  and  partly  in  ^Yashiugton  Township.  Its  length  is  about  a mile, 
and  its  width  a little  over  a half  mile.  The  deepest  water  is  about  fifty'  feet. 
Big  Conneauttee  Creek  enters  at  its  northern  extremity,  and  leaves  at  the 
southern,  continuing  on  to  Crawford  County,  w'hero  it  unites  with  French 
Creek. 

BRIDGES,  CULAT-RTS,  ETC. 

W heie  there  are  so  many  streams,  it  follows  as  a consequence  that  there 
must  be  a great  number  of  bridges.  None  of  these  are  very  extensive  or  co.st- 
ly'  compared  with  the  immense  structures  that  are  found  in  other  parts  of  the 
Union.  The  most  important  public  bridges  are  those  tvliieh  span  French 
Creek  in  Amity.  A\  aterford  and  LeBceuf  Tow'nships;  Conneaut  Creek  in  Con- 
neaut  Township',  and  upon  the  line  between  that  township  and  Sjulngfield; 
tlie  South  Branch  of  French  Creek  in  Union  City  and  Township;  Elk  Creek 
io  Fairview  and  Girard  Townshipis;  AValnnt  Creek  in  Fairview  and  Mill 
Creek  Towmships;  the  Big  Conneauttee  at  Edinboro;  and  LeBceuf  Creek  in 
Waterford  ToAvnship. 
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The  iron  briclgOvS  of  tho  “Nickle  Plato  ” railroad  over  Crooked,  Elk,  Walnut 
and  Twenty  i\iile  Crooks,  are  the  longest  and  costliest  in  the  county.  This 
company  have  made  use  of  iron  almost  entirely  in  crossing  tho  numerous 
streams  along  the  lake  shore.  Stale  street  in  Erie  is  spanned  by  three  good 
iron  bridges  belonging  to  tho  railroad  companies.  Tho  Philadelphia  & Erio 
Kailroad  has  a lofty  trestle  work  o\'er  Idill  Creek,  near  Belle  Valley,  and  fine 
W'oodon  bridges  over  Le}3ceuf  Creek,  in  Waterford  Township;  French  Creek  in 
LeBrtuf;  and  the  South  Branch  in  Union  and  Concord. 

On  the  line  of  tho  Erie  k,  Pittsburgh  road,  Crooked  Creek  is  spanned  by 
a formidable  bridge  and  trestle  work  in  Girard  Township,  while  other  bridges 
of  importance  cross  Coniieaut  Creek  in  the  towmship  of  the  same  uaino.  The 
townships  which  are  subjected  to  the  most  expense  on  account  of  bridges  are 
LeBceuf,  Conueaut  and  Springfield. 

The  Lake  Shore  Eailroad  formerly  overcame  the  gullies  of  Twenty  Mile 
Creek,  Sixteen  Mile  Creek,  AValnut  Creek,  Elk  Creek  and  Crooked  Creek  by  ex- 
tensive trestle  works,  which  have  been  replaced  by  substantial  culverts  and  em- 
bankments that  cost  many  thousands  of  dollars.  Most  of  the  streams  upon 
the  line  of  this  road  are  now  spanned  by  stone  culverts  or  iron  bridges.  It  is 
not  to  be  doubted  that  wherever  culverts  are  practicable  tho  example  of  the 
Lake  Shore  Company  will  eventually  be  imitated  by  tho  other  railroad  cor- 
porations. 

Within  the  limits  of  Erie  almost  all  the  city  bridges  over  Mill  Creek  have 
given  wa.y  to  durable  stone  culverts.  An  elegaut  culvert  was  thrown  across  the 
East  Branch  of  Conneaut  Creek,  in  Conneant  Township,  for  the  use  of  the 
canal,  which  still  remains,  and  is  used  for  a public  road. 

The  aqueducts  of  the  canal  over  Walnut  Creek,  in  Fairview  Township,  and 
Elk  Creek  in  Girard,  were  at  one  time  looked  upon  as  wonders  of  engineering 
and  uiechanical  skill. 


CHAPTER  Y. 

Pre-Histoeio  Remains  and  Natubai.  Curiosities. 

Many  indications  have  been  found  iu  the  county  proving  conclusively  that  it 
was  once  peopled  by  a dili'erent  race  from  the  Indians  wdio  were  found  here 
when  it  was  first  visited  by  white  men.  When  the  link  of  the  Erie  & Pitts- 
burgh Railroad  from  the  Lake  Shore  road  to  the  dock  at  Erio  was  in  pi’oeess 
of  construction,  the  laborers  dug  into  a great  mass  of  bones  at  the  crossing  of 
the  public  road  which  runs  by  the  rolling  mill.  From  the  promiscuous  way 
in  which  they  were  thrown  together,  it  is  sui-mised  that  a terrible  battle  must 
have  taken  place  in  the  vicinity  at  some  day  so  far  distant  that  not  even  a tra- 
dition of  the  event  has  been  preserved.  The  skulls  were  llattoned,  and  tho 
foreheads  were  seldom  more  than  an  inch  in  width.  The  bodies  were  in 
a sitting  posture,  aud  there  wore  no  traces  that  garments,  weapons  or  orna- 
ments had  been  buried  with  them.  On  account  of  the  superotitious  notions 
'that  prevailed  among  the  workmen,  none  of  the  skeletons  were  preserved,  the 
entire  collection  as  far  as  it  was  exposed  being  thrown  into  the  embankment 
further  down  the  road.  At  a later  dates  when  the  roadway  of  the  Philadel- 
phia A Erie  road,  where  it  passes  through  the  AVarfel  farm,  was  being 
widened,  another  deposit  of  hones  was  dug  up  and  summarily  disposed  of  as 
before.  Among  the  skeletons  was  ouo  of  a giant,  side  by  side  with  a smaller 
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e>ne,  ])rohably  tLiit  of  his  wife.  The  arm  and  le^  bone.s  of  this  native  Arner- 
icuu  Goliath  wore  about  one-lialf  lonp^er  than  those  of  the  tallest  man  among 
the  laborers;  the  skull  was  immonselv  large;  the  lower  jawbone  easily  clipped 
over  the  face  and  whiskers  of  a full-faced  man,  and  the  teeth  were  in  a per- 
fect state  of  preservation.  Another  skeleton  v/as  dug  up  in  Conneaut  Town- 
ship some  years  ago  which  was  quite  as  remarkable  in  its  dimensions.  As  in 
the  other  instance,  a comparison  was  made  with  the  largest  mair  in  the  neigh- 
iiorliood.  and  the  jawbone  readily  eovei'ed  his  face,  v.'hiio  the  lower  bone  of  the 
leg  was  nearly  a foot  longer  than  the  one  with  which  it  was  measimed.  indi- 
cating that  the  man  must  have  been  eight  to  ten  feet  in  height.  Thebon.es  of 
a Ilut  head  were  turned  np  in  the  same  township  some’two  years  ago  with  a 
skull  of  unnsual  size.  Kelics  of  a former  time  have  been  gatiiered  in  that 
section  by  the  pailful,  and  among  other  curiosities  a brass  watch  was  found 
that  was  as  big  as  a common  saircer. 

An  ancient  graveyard  was  discovered  in  1820,  on  the  land  now  known  as 
the  l>rs.  Carter  and  Dickinson  places  in  Erie,  which  created  quite  a sensation  at 
the  time.  Dr.  Albert  Thayer  dug  up  some  of  the  bones,  and  all  indicated  a 
race  of  beings  of  immense  size. 

ANCI RNT  EWBANK>r.EXrS. 

Equally  curious  are  the  pre-historic  mounds  and  circles  found  in  Wayne, 
Harbor  Creek,  Conneaut,  Girard,  Springtield.  LeBceuf,  Venango  and  Fair- 
view  Town-hips.  The  principal  one  in  Wayne  Township,  which  is  still  in 
a fair  state  of  preservation,  is  in  the  valley  of  the  South  Branch  of 
French  Creek,  near  the  road  from  Corry  to  Elgin,  and  but  a short  dis- 
tance ea.st  of  the  large  spriug-.s  which  furnish  water  for  the  State  fi.sh-hatch- 
ing*  establishment.  It  consists  of  a vast  circle  of  raised  earth,  surrounded 
by  a-  trench,  from  v.’hifh  the  earth  was  unquestionably  dug,  the  w'hole 
enclosing  about  three  acres  of  unbroken  groi.md.  The  embankment  has  been 
much  flattened  and  reduced  by  the  elements,  but  is  still  from  one  to  two  feet  high 
and  from  three  to  four  feet  wide  at  the  base.  V’hen  the  first  settlers  discov- 
ered it,  the  intei'ior  of  the  circle  was  covered  with  forest  trees,  and  stumps  are 
still  to  be  seen  on  the  embankment,  the  rings  of  which  represent  an  age  of 
several  hundred  years.  Half  a mile  west,  a little  to  the  north  of  the  road,  on 
a slight  eminence,  was  another  and  smaller  circle,  which  has  been  plowed 
down,  leavinc'-  no  ve.-^tio-e  behind. 

The  circle.s  in  other  portions  of  the  county  are  or  were  similar  in  their 
general  featru’es,  with  one  exception,  to  the  above.  Those  in  Harbor  Creek 
Township  were  situated  on  each  side  of  Four  Mile  Creek,  slightly  southeast 
of  tl'e  big  curve  of  the  Pliiladeljihia  A:  Erie  road,  on  points  overlooking  and 
commanding  the  deep  gulf  or  that  stream.  The  one  on  the  west  side  of  the 
creek  is  still  in  a good  state  of  preservation,  but  the  other  has  been  obliter- 
ated. The  two  Conneaut  circles  were  near  together,  while  tho.so  in  Girard  and 
Springfield,  four  in  number,  extended  in  a direct  line  from  the  western  part 
of  the  former  township  to  the  sijuthwestern  part  of  the  latter.  One  of  the 
circles  partially  occupied  the  site  of  the  cemetery  at  East  Springfield.  In 
Fairview  Town.=hin,  there  was  both  a circle  and  a mound,  the  first  at  the  mouth 
of  Fort  Bun  and  the  second  at  Manchester.  The  latter,  at  the  close  of  the 
last  century,  was  about  six  feet  high  and  fifteen  feet  in  diameter.  Somebody 
had  the  curiosity  to  open  it.  in  the  hope  of  finding  treasure,  but  was  rewarded 
wuth  nothing  more  tlian  a small  quantity  of  decomposed  bones.  A tree  was 
cut  on  one  of  the  embankmeats  in  Conneaut  that  had  attained  the  age  of  500 
years.  The  circles  in  LeBeui  and  Venango  were  very  much  like  those  above 
described.  10 
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The  position  of  some  of  these  embankments  would  seem  to  favor  the  idea 
that  they  were  pi'ovided  for  warlike  purposes,  while  no  speculation  of  that 
ch,aracter  is  wan’anted  by  the  location  of  others.  That  they  were  not  the  work 
of  the  Indians,  as  our  fathers  knew  them,  is  the  only  thing  of  w'bich  we  can 
be  positively  certain.  The  knowledge  we  possess. of  the  red  men  assures  ua 
that  they  had  neither  the  will  nor  the  skill  to  provide  such  inelosuros,  eithor 
for  defense  or  as  places  of  worship.  Every  instinct  of  the  mind  impels  n.s  to 
the  belief  that  they  are  the  remains  of  a superior  race  to  the  Indians,  w'ho  dis- 
appeared so  completely  and  mysterionsly  that  no  trace  of  their  numbers,  their 
habits,  their  character,  their  origin,  or  their  destiny  exists  in  history  or  in 
tradition. 

MORE  STR.VNGE  DISCOVERIES. 

Other  evidences  of  a different  population  from  the  red  men,  as  well  as  of 
sn  utterly  distinct  animal  kingdom,  have  been  found  in  the  county.  In  the 
year  1S25,  while  one  Francis  Carnahan  was  plowing  along  the  lake  shore  in 
Harbor  Creek  Township,  he  turned  up  a strange  looking  bead,  which  ho 
cleaned  and  carefully  preserved.  It  fell  into  the  hands  of  L.  G.  Olmstead, 
LL.  D.,  a traveler  and  archa3ologist  of  some  reputation,  formerly  a resident  of 
Erie  City,  hut  later  of  Fort  Edward,  N.  Y. , who  unhesitatingly  pronounced  it 
to  be  one  of  the  celebrated  “ Chorean  beads”  of  ancient  Egypt,  and  kept  it 
until  his  death  as  a relic  of  rare  interest  and  value.  Similar  beads  taken  from 
tomtis  near  the  Nile  are  in  the  Egyptian  collection  in  New  Y’'ork  City,  one 
other  is  in  a like  collection  in  Bo.ston,  and  altogether,  there  are  some  thirty  in 
the  great  museums  of  a.ntiquity  in  Europe.  They  were  employed  in  worship 
and  ivorn  as  amulets,  and  w'ere  among  the  most  cherished  possessions  of  the 
ancient  people  of  Pharaoh.  Presuming  tke  Harbor  Creek  bead  to  be  genuine, 
01  which  Mr.  Olmstead  was  thoroughly  convinced,  how  came  it  there  and  what 
is  its  histoiw?  To  say  the  least,  it  adds  additional  testimony  fco  the  proof  fur- 
nished us  by  the  mounds  and  circles  . that  a race  of  people  inhabited  this  section 
anterior  to  the  red  men,  who  were  far  in  advance  of  them  in  progress  and  in- 
telligence. Who  they  were,  ivhere  they  came  from,  and  wliat  became  of  them 
remains  an  unsolved  problem. 

The  skeletons  of  extinct  species  of  animals  have  frecpiently  been  found  in 
the  county,  hut  perhaps  the  most  extraordinary  discovery  of  that  nature  was 
made  near  Girard  Borough  in  the  early  part  of  May,  ISSO.  A man  in  the 
emplo}'  of  j\Ir.  AV.  H.  Palmer,  while  plowing-,  turned  up  some  bones  of  a 
mammoth,  which,  upon  investigation  by  scientific  persons,  were  thought  to 
indierde  an  animal  fifteen  feet  long  and  from  twelve  to  thirteen  feet  high. 
One  of  the  teeth  weighed  three  and  a half  pounds,  having  a grinding  surface 
of  three  and  a half  by  four  inches,  and  pieces  of  the  tusks  led  to  the  opinion 
that  they  must  have  been  eight  or  ten  feet  long.  The  most  curious  feature  of 
the  case  is  that  animals  of  this  class  at  the  present  day  are  natives  of  the 
tropics  and  require  the  equatorial  heat  and  vegetation  of  the  same  region  to 
enable  them  to  reach  maturity. 

An  equally  puzzling  revelation  occurred  some  tweiity-tivo  years  ago  in 
digging  a ditch  on  the  Strong  place,  in  Girard  Township,  near  the  Springtield 
line.  During  the  work,  a basswood  stump  was  removed,  and  the  men  employed 
at  the  task  were  surprised  to  hnd  beneath  it  a black  ash  pole  nearly  fourteen 
feet  long,  sharpened  and  burned  at  one  end,  and  smoothed  and  rounded  at  the 
other.  The  pole  lay  in  a ihorizontal  position,  four  feet  beloiv  the  surface  of 
the  gi'ound,  where  it  could  not  have  been  pos.-ibly  placed  at  a recent  d ay  with 
out  some  mark  remaining  of  its  method  of  buriai.  Nothing  of  the  sort  was 
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visible,  the  earth  beinp;  clay,  a.s  lirmly  cciupacted  as  if  it  had  been  deposited 
on  the  spot  at  the  creation  of  the  world. 

NATUini.!.  CURIOSITIES. 

^Vhile  the  county  is  bare  of  objects  of  striking  natural  interest,  ,=;uch  as 
are  usually  to  be  met  with  in  districts  of  a mountainous  character,  it  still  con- 
tains some  cnriosities  that  are  worthy  of  notice.  Among  these  are  the  immense 
“ gulfs ’■  or  gnllics  through  v,'liicli  the  lake  shore  streams  descend  from  the 
dividing  ridges  in  the  south  to  the  level  of  the  lake.  'J'he  gulf  of  Four-Mile 
Creek,  which  is  partially  seen  from  the  cars  of  the  Philadelphia  k Erie  road 
at  the  sharp  curve  a little  cast  of  Erie  City,  extends  from  nearthe  crossing  of 
the  Station  road,  about  half  a mile  south  of  Mesleyvilie,  to  Eipley’s  mill,  in  ^ 
Greene  Township,  a distance,  in  a.  direct  line  of  about  four  miles,  and  liy  the 
course  of  the  stream  of  about  one-half  more.  Its  depth  varies  from  lifty  to  a 
hundiod  and  fifty  feet,  with  sides  that  are  almost  ])erpendicular  at  some  points, 
and  its  width  is  fmm  one  to  two  hundred  feet.  It  is  very  crooked  and  irreg- 
ular, and  so  dark  and  gloomy  at  certain  points  that  the  rays  of  the  sun  seldom 
penetrate  it,  and  the  grass  and  leaves  are  covered  wiih  almost  ]>erpetnal  dew. 
The  deepest  part  is  at  a spot  locally  known  as  Wiutorgreen  Gulf,  some  four 
and  a half  miles  southeast  of  Erie,  which  has  become  a jiopulav  report,  and 
richly  repays  a visit  from- those  who  delight  in  the  sublime  and  curious  freaks 
of  naliu’o’s  handiwork.  ,Ts  the  creek  makes  its" w'ay  clov.'u  the  “gulf”  it  is  varied 
by  nimiberle.ss  pools  and  waterfalls,  some  of  which  are  as  pretty  as  the  imagina- 
tion can  conceive.  The  ‘ ' gulf, ” however,  is  very  difilcult  to  e.xjdore,  and  it 
will  only  be  when  some  enterprising  person  or  firm  cstabji.shesmore  convenient 
means  of  ingress  and  exit  that  its  interesting  features  will  become  generally 
known. 

The  '‘gulf  ” of  Six-Tfile  Creek,  which  is  wholly  in  Harbor  Creek  Township, 
is  very  similar  to  the  other,  and  equally  deserving  of  a visit.  It  commences 
about  half  a mile  south  of  the  Buffalo  road  aud  terminates  a little  north  of  the 
Station  road,  being  about  the  same  length  as  the  gully  of  Four  Mile  Creek. 
Its  deepest  aud  most  picturescpie  point  is  at  the  Clark  .settlement,  where  the 
banks  are  not  far  fi’om  a hundred  and  fifty  feet  high.  Gulfs  of  a like  nature 
attend  every  one  of  the  lake  shore  streams,  but  are  less  picturesque,  generally 
speaking,  than  the  two  above  named.  The  most  interesting  are  those  of  Twelve 
iMile  Creek,  near  the  lake.;  of  Sixteen  Alile  Creek,  on  the  southern  part  of  Xorth 
East  Township;  of  Twenty -Mile  Creek,  near  the  New  AMrk  line;  of  Walnut 
Creek,  where  it  was  crossed  by  the  old  aqueduct;  of  Crooked  Creek,  in  Spring- 
field  Township,  and  of  Elk  Creek,  in  the  southern  part  of  Fairview  Township. 
In  the  vicinity  of  Girard  Borough,  the  gulf  of  Elk  Creek  broadens  out  into  a 
very  respectable  little  x-alley,  which,  with  its  abrupt  banks,  sparkling  streams, 
richly  cultivated  farms,  and  nnmeruiis  buildings,  forms  one  of  the  neatest  hits 
of  scenery  in  the  county. 

On  Falls  Run,  a small  stream  that  flows  into  Elk  Creek  from  Franklin 
Township,  is  a cascade,  some  fifty  feet  in  height,  which  is  said  to  be  quite  at- 
tractive at  certain  seasons.  In  Girard  Township,  south  of  the  borough,  is  the 
“Devil's  Backbone,”  which  owes  its  novelty,  as  in  the  other  eases  mentioned, 
mainly  to  the  long  continued  action  of  water.  The  TVest  Branch  of  Elk  Creek 
winds  around  the  base  of  a ridge  for  about  one- fourth  of  a mile  until  it  reaches 
its  point  This  it  suddenly  turns,  aud  then  runs  in  the  opposite  direction 
along  the  same  ridge.  The  coustanf  washing  of  the  base  has  reduced  the 
ridge  to  very  slender  limits,  so  that  it  has  a width  on  top,  in  some  parts,  of 
barely  two  feet.  The  summit  being  about  a hundred  feet  above  the  bed  of  the 
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creek,  and  the  sides  of  llie  ridge  nearly  jierpendicular,  few  persons  have  the 
coui’age  to  risk  life  and  limb  by  venturing  along  the  narrow  footway. 

A beautiful  v,  atcrfall  formerly  existed  on  the  bank  of  tho  bay.  at  the  mouth  of 
Cascade  Knn,  but  was  destroyed  in  tho  building  of  the  Erie  A:  Pittsburgh 
Kaih'oad  and  dock,  to  the  inexpressible  regret  of  many  admiring  citizens. 
The  mineral  spring  in  Elk  Creek  Townshij)  should  not  be  forgotten  in  a re- 
cital of  the  natural  objects  of  interest  in  the  county.  It  is  situated  a mile  or 
more  up  Frazier's  Eun,  a tiny  stream  that  empties  into  the  East  Branch  of  Coir- 
uoaut  Creek  at  Wellsburg,  and  is  reached  through  a deep,  wide  and  peculiar 
gorge,  which  is  a favorite  sj^ot  in  that  section  for  picnics  and  camp  meetings. 
The  water  is  strongly  impregnated  with  iron,  and  beneficial  in  several  kinds 
of  disease. 

Neither  should  the  glorious  sunsets  along  the  lake  shore  be  omitted  in  this 
connection.  A gentleman  who  has  traveled  over  tho  most  attractive  sections  of 
Europe  informed  the  writer  that  he  never  saw.  not  even  at  the  most  renowned 
places  along  the  Mediterranean,  more  charming  and  inspiring  sunsets  than  he 
witnessed  from  the  ridges  back  of  Eiie  during  the  summer  and  autumn. 
The  he.st  elevation  from  which  to  view  the  setting  of  the  sun,  as  well 
as  the  lake  shore  country  in  general,  is  from  tlio  to])  of  Gospel  Hill,  south  of 
Weshyville,  but  line  views  may  also  be  had  from  Russell  Hill,  between  Erie 
and  Belle  Valley,  from  Xicholson’s  Hill  on  the  road  to  Edinboro,  and  from  a 
point  on  the  Ridge  road  between  Fairview  and  Girard. 


CH  APTEE  YI. 

Indian  Histoky. 

XN  the  State  Library  of  Pennsylvania  at  Harrisburg,  are  two  old  French 
maps,  one  printed  in  1763  and  tho  other  in  17GS,  in  which  rude  at- 
tempts are  made  to  show  the  leading  geographical  features  of  portions  of  the 
United  States  and  Canada.  Both  represent  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  as 
having  been  peopled  by  a tribe  or  nation  of  Indians  known  as  the  “ Eriez.”  A 
note  on  the  margin  of  each  reads  as  follows:  ‘‘The  ancient  Eriez  were 
exterminated  by  the  Iroquois  upwards  of  100  vears  ago,  ever  since  which  time 
they  have  been  in  possession  of  Lake  Erie.”  On  the  earliest  of  the  maps  tho 
following  is  printed  at  a point  along  the  lake  between  Cleveland  and  San- 
dusky: “ The  seat  of  war,  the  mart  of  trade,  and  chief  hunting  grounds  of  the 
Six  Nations  on  the  lakes  and  the  Ohio.” 

“The  information  above  given  in  regard  to  tho  Eriez  is  corroborated  in  a 
French  book  ju’inted  in  1703,  describing  tlie  voyages  of  Be  Baron  doLahouton, 
an  adventurous  Frenchman,  who  spent  ten  years  among  the  Indians,  com- 
mencing in  10S3.  “ The  shores  of  Lake  Erie,”  he  says,  “ are  frequented  by 

the  Iroquois,  tho  Illinois,  the  Oumanies,  etc.,  who  are  so  savage  that  it  is  a 
ri.sk  to  stop  with  them.  The  Errieroneus  and  the  Andestiguerons,  who  formerly 
inhabited  the  borders  of  the  lake,  were  exterminated  by  tho  Iro(juois.”  Inci- 
dentally it  may  be  added,  he  refers  to  the  iHassassaugues  as  a tribe  living 
somewhere  near  the  western  end  of  tho  lake.  The  latter  are  also  alluded  to  in 
a memoir  on  the  ''A'ostern  Indians,  prepared  by  Af.  DuChisueau,  at  Quebec,  in 
IGSI.  Their  principal  village,  according  to  this  author,  was  upon  a beauti- 
ful island  twelve  leagues  above  Detroit,  where  they  numbered  sixty  to  eighty 
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tupii.  Frequent  reference  is  also  inado  in  the  letters  and  memoirs  of  French- 
men who  visited  this  section,  to  the  Flatheads,  who  ^YOuld  seem  to  have  been 
settled  some^s•here  south  or  v,‘e5t  of  the  lake.  All  of  the  authorities  agree  that 
the  date  of  the  extermiuatioa  of  the  Eriez  was  somewhere  about  1350.  It  is 
claimed  by  most  historians,  that  the  word  .Ih’iez  vans  the  Indian  expression  for 
wild  eat,  but  a receid  writer  contends  that  ‘‘  this  is  a mistake,  that  it  does  not 
mean  wild  cat,  but  raccoon.  The  latter  uere  abundant  upon  the  lake  shore, 
while  the  former  were  rarely  seen.”  A French  menioii’,  v.’rittcn  in  1718,  re- 
lates that  one  island  in  the  upper  part  of  the  lake  was  infested  to  so  great  an 
extent  by  wild  cats,  that  “ the  Ijidians  killed  as  many  as  bUO  of  them  in  a very 
short  time.”  It  is  possible  that  the  French  explorers,  from  whom  the  sup- 
posed meaning  of  the  word  has  descended  to  us,  mistook  raccoons  for  wild  cats. 

Records  are  in  existence  which  shov/  that  the  Eriez  were  visited  by  French 
missionaries  as  early  as  102().  hhey  were  found  to  he  living  on  terms  of 
amity  with  the  surrounding  warlike  tribes,  and  hence  they  were  designated  by 
the  French,  “The  Xeutral  Xation.”  They  were  goveined  by  a queen,  called 
in  their  own  language,  Yagowania,  and  in  the  Seneca  tongue,  Gegosasa,  who 
was  regarded  as  “the  mother  of  nations,”  and  whose  office  was  that  of  “keeper 
of  the  syndjolic  house  of  peace.”  The  chief  warrior  of  the  tribe  ^vas  Eagnotha, 
who  had  .his  principal  location  at  Tu-sluvway,  now  BulTalo. 

EXTEKM'iX.VnOX  OF  THE  ErUEZ. 

The  Eriez  were  able  to  preserve  their  neutral  character  until  1034,  when  a 
bloody  dissension  bixike  out  behveeu  the  several  branches  of  the  Iroquois 
family.  Euring  its  progress  two  Seneca  warriors  ajipeared  at  Gegosasa's 
lodge  and  were  hospitably  received.  Tliey  were  jueparieg  to  smoko  the  pipe 
of  peace  when  a deputation  of  i^dassassaugues  was  announced, who  demanded 
vengeance  for  the  murder  of  their  chiefT  son  at  the  hands  of  the  Seneca  tribe. 
This  the  queen,  in  her  mediatorial  capacity,  was  promjit  to  grant.  She  even 
set  out  with  a large  body  of  warriors  to  enforce  her  decree,  and  dispatched 
messengers  to  ilagnotha  to  command  his  assistance.  The  visiting  Senecas 
llew  to  their  friends  to  notify  them  of  the  queen's  course,  and  a body  of  light- 
ing men  was  hastily  gathered  in  ambush  on  the  road  which  her  army  was 
obliged  to  travel.  The  Eriez  had  no  anticipation  of  trouble  at  that  point,  and 
the  tirst  they  knew  of  the  presence  of  the  Senecas  was  when  they  heard  their 
dreadful  war-whoop.  The  contest  that  ensued  v/as  one  of.  desperation.  At 
first  the  queen's  forces  gained  the  advantage,  but  the  Senecas  rallied  and  com- 
pelled the  Eriez  to  liee.  leaving  GOO  dead  upon  the  field  of  battle.  XT  accounts 
have  been  preserved  of  any  further  hostilities  at  that  lime,  and  it  is  probable 
that  peace  was  effected  upou  the  Qiieen’s  agreement  not  to  enforce  her  plan 
of  revenging  the  grievance  of  the  Alassassaugues. 

The  war  of  extermination  between  the  Eriez  and  the  Iroquois  occurred 
about  1050,  and  was  one  of  the  most  cruel  in  aboriginal  history.  From  the 
opening  it  was  understood  by  both  sides  to  mean  the  utter  rain  of  one  tribe  or 
the  other.  The  Eriez  organized  a.  powerful  L)ody  of  warriors  and  sought  to 
surprise  their  enemies  in  their  own  country.  Their  plans  were  thvartod  by  a 
faithless  woman  who  secretly  gave  the  Ir(jquois  warning.  The  latter  raised  a 
force  and  marched  out  to  meet  the  invaders.  The  engagement  resulted  in  a 
complete  victory  for  the  Iroquois.  Seven  times  the  Eriez  crossed  the  stream 
dividing  the  hostile  lines  and  they  were  as  often  driven  hack  with,  terrible  loss. 
On  another  occasion  several  hundred  Irov)uois  attacked  nearly  three  times 
their  number  of  Eriez,  encamped  near  tlie  mouth  of  French  Creek,  dispersed 
them,  took  many  prisoners,  and  compelled  the  halauco  to  lly  to  remote  regions. 
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In  a battle  near  the  site  of  the  Cattam-au;^n3  Indian  mission  hou-se,  on  the  Al- 
legheny Kivor.  the  loss  of  the  Erioz  nnis  enonnotis.  Finally  a postilonco 
broke  out  among  The  Eviez,  which  ’‘swept  away  greater  numbers  even  than  the 
club  and  arrow.”  The  Iroquois  took  advantage  of  their  op[)orLUoitv  to  end 
all  fear  of  future  trouble  from  the  il!  fated  Eriez.  Tiiose  who  had  been 
taken  cai'tive  were,  with  rare  o.vcepcions,  remoi'selessly  butchered,  and  Iheir 
wives  and  children  were  distributed  among  the  li'oquois  villages,  never  again 
to  bo  restored  to  their  husbands  and  brothers.  The  few  survivors  “fled  to  dis- 
tant regions  in  the-  West  and  South,  and  were  followed  bv  the  nndving  liatred 
of  the  Iroquois.  ^ * Their  council  tire  was  put  out,  and  their  rrmiie.  and 

language  as  a tribe  lost.”  Scnijdures  and  embankments  on  Kelly's  Island,  in 
the  upper  end  of  the  lake,  lead  to  the  impres.siou  that  it  may  have  been  the 
last  stronghold  of  the  Eriez. 

Traces  of  the  tribe  were  occasionally  fotind  by  the  French  Jesuits  in  their 
wanderings  through  tlie  western  wilderne.ss.  A nnmber  were  living  as  helots 
among  the  Onoudagas  of  New  A’ork.  They  apjiealed  to  the  mi.ssionarics  to 
aid  them  in  securing  their  freedom,  bat  abandoned  all  hope  when  the  rei|nest 
was  refused,  /bn  earlv  Erencli  writer,  describing  the  Clu’i.stian  villacce  of  La 
irairiOj  says  a portion  of  tire  settle’nent  was  marie  up  of  fugitive  Eriez. 
Students  of  Indian  history  are  generally  of  tlie  belief  tiiat  the  tribe  was  at 
one  time  considerably  ahead  of  the  other  aborigines  of  North  America  in  pro- 
gress and  iutellivence. 

O 

TflK  SIX  NATIOXS. 

After  the  extermination  of  the  Eriez,  the  country  on  the  south  side  of  the 
lake  was  possessed  by  tiie  Iroquois,  as  they  were  culled  by  the  French,  or  the  Six 
Nations,  as  they  were  known  to  the  Eimlish.  The  Six  Nations  were  originally 
a confederacy  of  five  tribe.s — the  Onoudagas,  Cayugas,  Senecas,  Oneidns  and 
Mohawks — and  were  then  styled  the  .Five  Nations.  In  17F2,  the  j.'uscaroras, 
being  expelled  from  the  interior  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  wore  adopted 
as  a sixth  tribe.  Their  territory  stretched  from  Vermont  nearly  to  the  upper 
end  of  Lake  Erie,  embracing  the  head-waters  of  the  Alloglmny,  Susquehanna 
and  Delaware  Rivers,  and  the  seat  of  their  “ great  council  fire  ” was  in  the 
Onondaga  Valley.  The  Senecas,  who  were  the  most  powerful  tribe,  occupied 
the  western  part  of  the  domain,  having  their  headquarters  on  tlie  Allegheny 
River,  near  the  iine  betwoeu  New  York  and  Reuusyl vania.  Tiie  Indians 
in  the  northwestern  part  of  this  State  were  Senecas,  intermixed  with  stivay 
members  frOiU  each  of  the  other  tribes.  “The  Historical  Collections  of  Penn- 
sylvania/’ a very  reliable  and  valuable  work,  published  in  IS 43,  contains 
the  .following: 

“ Tiie  peculiar  location  of  the  Iroquois  gave  them  an  immense  advantage.  On 
the  great  channels  of  water  coinmnui cation  to  which  their  territories  were  contig- 
uous, they  were  enabled  in  all  directions  to  carry  war  and  devastation  to  the  neigh-- 
boring  or  to  the  more  distant  nations.  Nature  had  endowed  them  with  height, 
strenglh  ami  symmetry  of  person  which  dLstiDgai.shed  them  at  a glance  among 
the  individuals  of  other  tribes.  They  were  brave  as  they  were  strong;  but 
ferocious  and  cruel  when  excited  in  savag;e  warfare:  crafty,  treacherous  and 
overreaching,  when  these  qualities  best  suited  their  purposes.  The  proceed- 
ings of  their  gp’aud  council  were  marked  with  great  decorum  and  solemnity. 
In  eloquence,  in  dignity  and  profound  policy,  their  speakel's  might  well  bear 
comparison  with  the  statesmen  of  civilized  assemblies.  By  an  early  alliance 
With  the  Dutch  on  the  Hudson  they  secured  the  use  of  firearms,  and  were  thus 
enabled,  not  only  to  repel  the  encroachments  of  the  French,  but  also  to  extermi- 
nate, or  reduce  to  a state  of  vassalage,  many  Indian  nations.  From  these 
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they  exactod  an  animal  tribute,  or  acknowledgment  of  fealty,  permitting  tbein 
however,  in  that  condition,  to  occupy  their  former  hunting  grounds.  Tiie 
humiliatio.n  of  tributary  nations  was,  bowever,  tempered  with  a paternal  regard 
for  their  interests  in  all  negotiations  ivith  the  wliitos,  and  care  was  taken  that 
no  trespass  should  be  committed  on  their  rights,  and  that  they  should  beiustlv 
dealt  with.” 

Jean  ue  Larabertville,  a French  officer  in  the  Indian  territory,  writing 
under  date  of  January  10,  1GS4,  said;  “ Presents,  conjoined  with  kindness,  are 
arms  which  tlie  Iroquois  scarcely  ever  resist ; on  the  other  hand,  threats,  or 
oven  war,  would  have  been  ecjually  fatal  to  tlie  colony.  * * The  Iroquois  is 

dpuiug,  ivell  armed,  and  makes  war  like  a thief.”  M.  Denouville,  writing  a 
year  later,  said  of  the  various  Indian  tribes:  “ The  Iroquois  are  the  most  for- 
midable: they  daily  make  prisoners  among  their  neighbors,  whose  children 
they  carry  off  at  an  early  age  and  adopt.  ” 

I'KEXCH  AND  ):NGLISH  INTRIGUES. 

When  the  French  and  English  began  to  extend  their  settlements  westward, 
the  lake  region  was  under  the  full  dominion  of  the  Iroquois,  with  the  Senecas 
as  the  immediate  possessors  of  the  soil.  Both  nations  appreciated  the  im- 
portance of  having  the  good  will  of  the  Indians,  but  the  acboit  French  were 
more  successful  in  v.inning  their  friendship  than  their  blunt  and  less  politic 
competitors.  As  far  baclt  as  173t>,  the  French  Indian  agent,  Joncaire,  pene- 
trated this  section,  adopted  the  habits  of  the  natives,  became  one  of  their  num- 
ber, and  “ won  them  over  to  the  French  interest.”  The  French  built  up  a con- 
siderable trade  with  the  Indians,  which  yielded  an  immense  profit.  It  con- 
sisted largely  of  beads,  knives,  trinkets  and  other  articles  of  small  value  which 
were  exchanged  for  skins,  and  the  latter  sent  to  Europe.  J’he  Englisli  viewed 
the  ],>rojects  of  tl.-e  French  with  mingled  jealousy  and  alarm,  sent  out  numer- 
ous accents,  and  succeeded  in  some  quarters  in  estranging  the  Indians  from 
their  rii  ale,  hut  not  to  any  extended  degree.  Some  of  their  traders  were  lo- 
cated at  LeBcenf  ■' Water-ford)  when  the  advance  troops  of  the  French  reached 
that  point  in  1758. 

Friendly  as  the  Six  Nations  were  toward  the  French  in  a commercial 
sense,  they  did  not  take  kindly  at  first  to  the  occupation  of  their  country  by 
armed  bodies  of  the  latter.  The  expedition  of  Siour  IMarin  (or  Moraug),  in 
1753,  and  the  erection  of  forts  at  Fresque  Isle-  and  IjeBceuf,  worked  them  up 
to  a spirit  of  bitter  resentment.  A delegation  of  Senecas  waited  upon  that 
officer  at  LeBceuf  to  inquire  of  him  by  a belt”  whether  he  “was  marching 
with  a banner  uplifted  or  to  establish  tranquilliry.”  ]Ie  answered  that  bis  pur- 
pose was  to  support  and  assist  them  in  their  necessities,  and  to  drive  away  the 
evil  spirits  that  encom])assed  them  and  disturbed  the  earth,  meaning  the  En- 
glish. TIis  manner  and  conduct  a])peased  them,  so  that  the  Allegheny  Kiver 
Senecas  zealously  assisted  the  French  with  horses  and  provisions.  Dur- 
ing the  fall  of  the  year,  the  chiefs  of  the  several  tribes  bordering  on  the 
lake  and  the  Allegheny  River  were  called  together  r.t  LeBceuf,  told  by  the 
French  commander  that  he  could  advance  no  further  on  account  of  the  winter, 
but  would  be  on  Land  in  the  spring  with  a strong  force,  and  threatened  with 
vengeance  if  they  took  sides  with  the  English.  On  Washington’s  visit  to 
LeBceuf,  in  1753,  he  learned  that  in  addition  to  the  Senecas,  the  Chippeways, 
Delawares,  Chaonnans,  Ottaways  and  Orandeeks,  tribes  in  the  interior,  were  all 
in  league  with  the  French;  000  Indians  took  part  with  the  latter  at  -Brad- 
dock’s  clofeat.  The  Indians  of  Western  Pennsylvania  were  generally  favorable 
to  the  French  throughout  the  war. 
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M:  de  V andrcil.  in  a letlei-  from  llontreal,  dated  August  S,  1756,  wrote 
tbat‘‘tbe  domiciliated  llassassaugues  of  Presque  Isle  Lave  been  out  to  the 
number  of  ten  against  The  English.  They  have  taken  one  prisoner  and  two 
scalps,  and  gave  them  to  cover  the  death  of  M.  de  St.  Pierre.”  This  was  the 
officer  who  commanded  at  LeBosuf  when  Wasliington  was  there,  atid  who  Avas 
killed  in  battle  near  Bake  George  in  1754.  A largo  body  of  Indian.^  was 
gathered  at  Presque  Islo  in  the  same  year.  Tho  small-po.v  breaking  out  among- 
them- caused  so  mach  alarm  that  they  made  haste  to  return  to  their  homes. 

In  1757,  the  English  seem  to  have  won  some  of  the  tribes  over  to  their 
side,  for  w-e  learn  from  the  Pennsylvania  Archives  that  Ihe  French  kept  “ 100 
men  in  garrison  at  Presque  Isle,  being  apprehensive  that  the  English  and 
the  Indians  might  attack  them  there,”  and  by  1759  the  nation  had  reached 
the  conclusion  that  tliey  could  very  well  dispense  with  the  presence  of  both. 
M.  de  Yaudreil.  writing  from  Montreal,  on  March  ^31  of  that  year,  stated 
that  “There  is-  reason  to  pre.snme  that  the  Indians  would  wish  there  Avere 
neither  French  nor  English  at  the  beautiful  river  (the  Allegheny),  and  that 
they  are  heartily  tired  of  the  Avar” — a Avish  that  is  not  surprising,  as  they 
AA'ere  the  greatest  sufferers. 

Pontiac’s  conspieacv. 

The  Avar  closed  in  I'/GO,  leaving  the  whole  Western  country  under  the  do- 
mination of  the  English.  Presque  Isle  Avas  the  last  of  the  French  forts  south 
of  Lake  Erie  to  bo  abandoned.  The  parting  between  the  French  and.  the 
Indians  was  eMrein sly  affecting.  The  Indians  called  thorn  their  “brethren,” 
and  invoked  the  aid  of  the  Great  Spirit  to  give  them  a speedy  return.  iMat- 
ters  went  along  in  comparative  harmony  betAveen  the  English  and  the  Indians 
for  some  tirae,  but  the  latter  w-ere  never  hearty  in  their  friendship.  They 
liked  the  French  better  than  the  Englisli,  had  been  told  that  they  Avould  soon 
come  back,  and  aAvaited  the  event  Avitii  unconcealed  anxietv.  This  feelino- 
was  encouraged  by  the  French  agents,  and  at.  last  led  to  one  of  the  luost  wide- 
spread, successful,  and  diabolical  conspiracies  on  record.  The  most  powerful 
and  inilucntial  of  the  AVestern  chiefs  Avas  the  renowned  Pontiac,  head  of  the 
OttaAva  tribe.  AVheu  the  English  assumed  domination  of  the  country  he  was 
at  first  distant  and  sullen  toward  them,  but  in  time  his  prejudices  seemed  to 
be  conquered,  aud  he  even  rendered  some  service  that  led  them  to  believe  that 
they  could  rely  upon  his  co-operation.  His  friendship  proved,  hoAvever,  to  be 
assumed,  and  he  was  quietly  at  Avork  fomenting  a spirit  of  hostility  among 
the  several  tribes,  and  organizing  them  for  concerted  action.  His  plan  in- 
cluded a union  of  all  the  tribes  Avest  of  the  .Alieghanios,  including  the  Six 
Nations.  The  conspiracy  A\-as  conducted  Avitb  such  secrecy  and  planned  Avith 
so  much  skill,  that  almost  before  the  English  knew  that  hostile  measures  A\-ere 
on  foot  nine  of  the  thirteen  Avestern  forts  had  been  captured,  among  the  num- 
ber being  Pre.sque  Isle,  LeBceiif  and  ATnango.  Niagara,  Pittsburgh  and  the 
two  other  forts  were  invested,  “ but  withstood  the  attacks  until  relief  ar- 
rived from  the  Eastern  settlements.” 

CAPTUP.E  0>'  LE  BIEUF  AND  PKESQUE  ISLE. 

Fort  Tj0  Bre-uf  Avas  assaulted  on  the  17th  of  Juno,  1703.  It  aa’us  com- 
manded by  Ensign  Price,  Avho  -had  a force  of  thirteen  men.  Finding  it  im- 
possible to  hold  the  post,  they  crept  out  at  night,  managed  to  elude  tho  savage 
en’emy,  and  escaped  to  Pittsbiu'gh.  From  Le  Boeuf  tho  Indians,  consisting  of 
about  'lun  Senecas  and  (JttaAvas,  marched  immediately  to  Prestpie  Isle.  Avhich 
surrendered  on  the  2'2d  of  the  same  month.  This  fort  stood  upon  the  bank 


' v-rui 


,7Tny<?o 


m-yu'  ‘^Kr"' 


:'VfK!fi.T' 


I* u'rfij  *' 


•low 
»iii  <aJ 


■.f-V; 


■fMf- 

m-ft 


*!U4i4f>4l;>o  4'»n^  »14.K»t^'  a)  6>jifM'  V 


'<i'*4i  ‘hMilifi  ■inam 


vty.iti  flwvr  ■fr/flii's/'  /itfi#jiiC  tatij 
Afeilt  £tii(i  tp^txyid'^U 4;.  difi);i^'?h 

'.;  .;;■'■«■ '-:.  ^■  .V  ■ , 


Mtli-  'JTW'  J 


-i>b;  »i{|  ;|«W  Qltl^''. 


siiulbitl  £>i 

Cr'J^fT 

ilOfla  {ilrtovi^ 


i^&i  i^ihfxtk  ji  aiiidi  j&vtjj|ii^ 

<U  h(t&  t{s:fc^tM  otii  mox^inJ  Yjcro^rwirf.afl 


^hrff  p^ui  odi  3o  ^ ),iol  J>9a 
J^aro‘;teY  ito 


. , ^ . ..  . 

^jJ}  fo  {>k^hJ  .wariiuo*?  .et^*  §«tw  irUicCo' 

x^d’.;-f7.);wo?  9J^  !o |ij&.iia/ril!«^  ': /rhiit  ’'' 

o)  Jx<U39&a  «aoij'j(i(;a-K]  sWi  ^i?i4'  oiM<i  ^Rr«iiJl7rww»>t  .lajfi,  4a  • 


Hidl  (^mii^d  cd  iimli  Bpd  l»tU.  iiSrviny 


j6»  fxl 


<j<{  oi  ,,-j97'xwoii  «lxt  -^1)^  t^iUj. 

Siiowra.  xJiLiimu'  lo  a ia  ^d  Um 

^al.  iT«lq  siil  , wa  loi^iiop/igi  /o'^Hi' aa-j;«i? 

■zTci  r>/h  j^iilUAoai  .t^iiiifiljitfilA  lydS’  i<t>  mimi  'a. 

(now  ouA^J^U  Wsil  4(liiii  if&riot  o^ 


xkh'jisvU'i^ii  ^df  m<y£i  h*)'Hx 

^.;, ' fv;'-v.;  , , '^.  - ^ 

.aJSiU  3a,i)«atri,,a(ll*  '^O 

.-,:■•  •-..  ..  ' \ ' •-.•  ' '(  ■'  r ■.>■  -f):  •■; 


-aif  if  , .ttoat,  ,u«wiliyi,.  &(n^4  a bohnsuft*  "'f,!i'Mk 

»8i.W ;»«**' <4  toaiia«io  '.lilaU  .)a  4^'..«ti  ' 

H ;^a^/i8i>KU(»,0:  ,«aaifonl  "hH:  . 


dmd  ^dt  u-oqfj  fjoata  l-sol’  \ 

■ ..A,:'''J^A^!L.‘jt  \ '^v>>.  :iAL.'.5.J;ww.i>,.w..,.  ' ' ~][f TifwWfflfflWI  ME 


■ ,x-..;,v.<f.  ; -'li 


/ 2^ 


HISTOUY  OF  EETE  COUNTY. 


179 


of  tbo  bay,  ou  a point  of  land  just  west  of  the  raoutli  of  Mill  Creek,  that  has 
been  mainly  dug  away  for  railroad  purposes.  The  following  account  of  its 
capture  is  from  Parlanan’s  History  of  the  Conspiracy  of  Pontiac:  ” 

“ There  had  been  hot  tin;hting  before  Pres<ju’ile  was  taken.  Could  courage 
Ivave  saved  it,  ii  never  would  have  fallen.  At  one  of  its  angles  was  a 

large  block -house,  a species  of  structure  much  used  in  the  potty  forest  warfare 
of  the  day.  It  was  two  stories  in  height,  and  solidly  built  of  massive  timber; 
the  di;iineter  of  the  upper  story  exceeding  tliat  of  the  lower  by  several  feet, 
so  that  through  the  openings  in  the  iirojectiug  floor  of  the  former  the  defend- 
ers could  shoot  down  upon  the  heads  of  an  enemy  assailing  the  outer  wall 
below.  The  roof  being  covered  with  shingles  might  easily  be  set  on  lire,  but 
to  guard  against  this  there  was  an  opening  through  which  the  garrison,  irar- 
tially  protected  by  a covering  of  plank,  might  pour  down  the  water  upon  the 
dames.  ^ * And  now  the  defenders  could  see  the  Indians  throwing  up 

earlh  and  stones  behind  one  of  the  breastworks;  their  implacable  foe.s  were 
laboring  to  undermine  the  block-house,  a sura  and  insidious  e.vpediont,  against 
which  there  was  no  defense.  There  was  little  leisi;re  to  redect  on  this  new 
peril,  for  another,  more  imminent  find  horrible,  soon  threatened  them.  The 
barrels  of  water  always  kept  in  the  block-honss  were  nearly  e-nsplied  in  extin- 
guishing the  frequent  dreS;  and  though  there  was  a well  in  the  parade  ground, 
yet  to  approach  it  would  be  certain  death.  The  only  recourse  was  to  dig  one 
in  the  block-house  itself.  The  door  was  torn  up.  and  while  some  of  the  men 
dred  their  heated  muskets  from  the  loopholes  to  keep  the  enemy  in  dieck,  the 
rest  labored  with  desper  ite  energy  at  this  toilsome  and  cheerless  task.  Before 
it  was  half  completed,  the  cry  of  dre  was  again  raised,  and,  at  the  imminent 
risk  of  life,  they^  tore  oil  the  blazing  shingles  and  arrested  the  danger.  By 
this  time,  it  was  evening.  The  little  garri.son  had  fought  from  earliest  day- 
light without  a minute’s  rest.  Xor  did  darkness  bring  relief,  for  the  Indians’ 
guns  dashed  all  night  long  from  the  iutrenchment.s.  They  seemed  determined 
to  wear  out  the  obstinate  defenders  by  fatigue.  It  hile  some  slept,  others  in 
their  turn  continued  tlie  assault,  and  morning  broxight  fresh  dangers.  The 
block-house  was  dred  several  times  during  the  day,  Imt  they  kept  up  their  for- 
lorn and  desperate  resistance.  The  house  of  the  commanding  ofticer  sank  into 
glowing  embers.  The  dre  on  both  sides  did  not  cease  till  midnight,  at  which 
hour  a voice  was  heard  in  French,  calling  out  that  further  defense  was  useless, 
since  preparatior.L.s  were  itiade  to  burn  above  and  below  at  once.  Ensign 
Christie,  the  officer  in  command,  demanded  if  any  one  spoke  English,  upon 
which  a man  in  Indian  dress  came  forward.  He  had  been  made  a prisoner  iri 
the  French  war,  and  was  now  dghting  against  his  own  countrymen.  He  said 
if  they'  yielded  they-  would  be  saved  alive,  if  not,  they  would  bo  burned. 
Christie  resolved  to  hold  out  as  long  as  a shadow  of  hope  remained,  and  while 
some  of  the  garrison  slept,  the  rest  wateheT  They'  told  them  to  wait  until 
morning.  They  assented,  and  suspended  their  tire.  When  morulng  camo, 
they  sent  out  two  persons,  on  pretense  of  treating,  but  in  reality  to  learn  the 
truth  of  the  preparations  to  farm  the  hlock-house,  wliose  sides  were  pierced 
with  ballets  and  scorched  with  tire.  In  s])ite  of  the  capitulation,  they  were 
surrounded  and  seized,  and,  having  been  detained  for  some  time  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, were  sent  as  j)risouers  to  Detroit,  where  Ensign  Christie  soon  made 
his  escape  and  gained  the  fort  in  safety'.” 

ANOTHER  .ACCOUNT  OF  THE  C-tPTtfRE  OF  PRESQUE  ISLE. 

A more  vivid,  shocking,  and  altogether  different  account  of  the  affair  was 
written  upsvarl  of  forty  years  ago  by  Mr.  H.  L.  Harvey,  and  has  appeared  in 
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soToral  historical  sketches  of  the  county,  but,  after  coiviparisou  with  the  official 
reports  of  the  day,  as  published  in  the  Pennsylvania  Archives,  the  present  writer 
i.s  led  Lo  believe  Piat  Parknuin  ha.=  stated  the  facts  correctly.  The  account  of 
Mr.  Harvey  is  to  the  tenor  that  three  Indian.s  a]:>peared  at  tlie  gate  of  the  fort 
claiming  to  be  on  the  way  to  Isiagara  with  furs — that,  upon  the  pwetence  that 
their  c.'.noes  were  bad.  and  that  they  wished  to  sell  him  their  stuff,  they  i3i- 
ducod  the  Ensign  iii  command  to  vi.sit  their  camp,  a mile  east,  with  his  clerk — 
tiuit,  after  a duo  seasuu  of  absence  about  a hundred  and  llfty  Indians  reached 
the  foil,  bearing  what  appeared  to  be  packs  of  furs — that,  upon  being- admitted, 
they  d)‘ew  their  tomahawks  and  rilles,  butchered  those  w'ho  resisted,  and  tor- 
tured to  death  those  who  w^ere  taken  prisoner — and  that  only  two  persons  of 
all  the  inmates  of  the  fort  escaped,  the  one  a soldier  who  had  gone  into  the 
woods,  and  the  other  a woman  who  hid  in  the  wash  house  at  the  mouth  of  the 
ci-eek,  w'as  discovered  the  Jiext  day,  taken  prisoner,  and  ultimately  ransomed. 
This  si-ory,  though  blood-curdling  enough  to  please  the  most  distempered 
mind,  is  hardly  consistent  with  itself,  and  is  not  borne  out  by  the  official  docu- 
ments. It  is  said  that  an  occun-ouce  somewhat  similar  to  the  account  of  Mr. 
Harvey  actually  transpired  at  Venango,  a7id  his  informant,  in,  some  way,  jtrob- 
abl\,  got  the  tw'o  affairs  mixed.  The  history  of  the  event,  as  given  by  Park- 
man,  agrees  with  that  of  Mr.  Thatcher  in  his  ‘-Life  of  I’ontiac.” 

For  some  time  after  the  capture  of  tlie  forts,  the  sparsely  settled  western 
country  was  a “dark  and  bloody  ground"  indeed.  Hundreds  of  traders  and 
settlers  were  shot,  tomahawked  mrd  scalped,  and  no  mercy  was  shown  even  to 
tlie  women  and  children.  Many  babes  had  thei]-  brains  knocked  out  before  the 
eyes  of  their  terror-stricken  motlier.s;  many  shrieking  wives  w-ere  ravished  and 
murdered  in  the  ]vresence  of  their  tortured  and  helpless  husbands.  It  was  one 
of  the  m.o.st  terrible  episodes  in  border  history,  and  seemed  for  the  time  to  have 
crushed  out  all  hope  of  the  advance  of  civilization  into  the  interior  of  the 
country.  A covenant  with,  the  Indians  of  Hew  York  and  Western  Pennsylvania 
was  made  in  the  fall  of  17b3.  bnt  hostilities,  though  not  upon  an  e.xtended 
scale,  were  soon  reTiowed.  Early  in  1764,  a British  Army  of  3,000,  under  coi:a- 
meind  of  Gen,  Bradstreet,  passed  up  the  lake  in  canoes.  They  stopped  at 
Presejuo  Isle  and  di'agged  their  canoes  aci'css  the  neck  of  the  peninsula  to  avoid 
paddling  several  miles  around,  .rafter  relieving  Detroit,  Bradstreet  returned  to 
Presque  Isle,  wlnn-e  on  the  P-lth  of  August,  1704,  he  made  a treaty  of  peace 
with  the  Delawares  and  Shawnees,  which  was  scarcely  signed  till  it  was  broken. 

No  authentic  record  of  events  in  this  section  can  be  found  from  that  date 
until  1794.  The  fort  appears  to  have  been  abandoned,  and  it  is  probable  that 
the  English  made  no  attempt  to  exercise  more  than  nominal  control  over  the 
country.  A few  traders  wandered  back  and  forth,  but  there  is  no  knowledge  of 
any  permanent  settlement.  The  whole  region  along  the  south  shore  of  Lake 
Erie,  and  for  many  miles  south  and  west,  wuis  known  as  the  Indian  country. 
Pittsburgh  was  the  nearest  white  settlement  on  the  south,  and  Cherry  Y^alley, 
New  York,  on  the  east. 

AVri'KICAX  OCCUP.VTIO.V. 

The  treaty  of  Peace  with  Great  Britain,  wliicli  secured  the  independence 
of  the  IJnited  States,  was  made  in  1783.  By  its  provisions  the  British  Gov- 
ernment abandoned  ail  claim  to  Hie  western  country,  and  agreed  to  withdraw 
its  troops  and  yield  up  possession  of  the  foits,  block-houses  and  other  mili- 
tary structures.  In  October,  1784,  a treaty  was  made  with  the  Six  Nations  by 
which  they  relinquished  to  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  all  of  the  Northwest  to 
a line  parallel  with  the  southern  boundary  of  New  A'ork,  By  another  treaty, 
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male  on  the  of  January.  37SO.  witli  a part  only  of  the  Six  Nations,  they 
acknowledged  “the  right  of  soil  and  jurisdiction  to  and  over  ” the  Triangle 
“to  bevorted  in  the  State  of  Pemrsylvania.”  Some  dissatisfaction  liaviug 
ari.son  among  the  Seneca  tribe  in  couseciuence  of  this  act,  the  Legislature  em- 
powered the  Governor  to  di'aw  a warrant  fur  8S00  in  favor  of  Cornplanter,  Half 
Town  and  Big  Tree,  in  trust  for  the  use  of  the  tribe  and  in- full  satisfaction  of 
all  dcjnands,  in  considei’ation  of  whicli  the  said  chiefs,  on  the  8d  of  Tebruary, 
1791,  S'.gned  a release  of  all  claims  against  the  State  for  themselves  and  tinoii' 
people  forever.  On  the  8d  of  YJarch,  1792,  the  Triangle  w'as  purchased  from 
the  United  States  by  the  Coinmouwealtli,  and  a mouth  later  an  act  of  Assembly 
was  passed  to  encourage  its  settlement  by  wliite  people.  State  troo})s,  to  fa- 
cilitate this  purpose,  were  first  sta.tioned  at  LeBtr.nf  early  in  May,  1791.  It 
was  the  intention  to  establish  a post  at  Presque  Isle  forthwith,  but  events 
that  will  be  related  hereafter  delayed  the  enterprise. 

The  treaties  and  deed  referred  to  altove  were  distasteful  to  a large  element 
of  the  Six  Nations,  and  even  some  of  the  Senecas  refused  to  acquiesce  in 
them,  chargiiig  that  Cornjilauter  and  the  other  chiefs  had  been  bribed  to  give 
the  documents  their  signatures.  The  Indians,  regarded  the  presence  of  the 
State  troops  with,  great  disfavor,  and  determined,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the 
settlement  of  the  territory.  They  were  incited  to  this  course  by  English  emis- 
saries, who  hoped  that  by  a rising  of  the  Indian  tribes  they  might  cripple  the 
infant  government  of  the  Union,  and  })erbaps  j'estore  the  western  territory  to 
the  Britisli  crown.  Amon,g  the  most  hostile  to  the  progress  of  the  Americans 
was  the  notoiious  .Brc.ndt,  Lead  of  the  Mohawck  tribe,  who  still  cherished  the 
idea,  originated  by  Pontiac,  of  building  up  a great  Indian  confederacy  and  re- 
stricting the  control  of  the  I’uiou  to  the  country  east  of  the  AlleghGuyu  The 
following  letter,  written  by  him  on  the  19th  of  July,  1791,  to  Gov.  Simcoo,  of 
Upjier  Canada,  shows  in  a clearer  light  the  aid  extended  to  the  hostile  Indians 
by  the  Brilish  authorities; 

“In  regard  to  the  Presque  Isle  business,  should  we  not  get  an  answer  at 
the  time  limited,  it  is  onr  business  to  push  those  fellows  hard.  * * Should 

those  fellows  (the  Americans)  not  go  off,  and  O'Bail  (Cornjdanter)  continue  in 
the  same  opinion,  an  expedition  against  those  Yankees  must  of  consequence 
take  place.  His  excellency  has  been  so  good  as  to  furnish  ns  with  a cwt.  of 
powder,  and  ball  in  piaiporlion.  which  is  uow'  at  Fort  Erie,  opposite  Buffalo, 
but,  in  the  event  of  an  uBack  upon  LeBreuf  people.  I could  wish,  if  consist- 
ent, that  his  excellency  would  order  a like  quantity'  in  addition  to  be  at  Fort 
Erie  in  oi'der  to  be  in  readiness;  likewise,  I would  hope  for  a little  assistance 
in  provisions.” 

It  may  be  stated  here  that  the  Six  Nations  were  dis.--n;uled  from  joining  the 
confederacy  of  lYesteru  Indians  to  oppose  the  Americans  chielly  by  the  in- 
fluence of  Cornplanter.  His  course  cost  him  the  conlidence  of  his  people,  but 
he  was  rewarded  by  the  thanks  of  the  United  States  Government,  and  received 
liberal  donations  of  land  at  its  hands. 

THREATS  on  AX  INDIAN  WAR. 

The  above  letter  from  Brandt  anticipates  our  story  somewdiat,  and  requires 
an  account  of  some  preliminary  events  in  order  to  be  correctly  understood. 
Early  in  179-f,  an  Indian  council  was  held  at  Buffalo,  where  there  was  a con- 
siderable Seneca  village,  to  protest  against  the  settlement  at  Presque  Isle,  on 
the  result  of  which,  it  was  given  out,  would  depend  the  i.ssue  of  peace  or  war. 
To  this  council  Cornj)lanter.  whom-  Brandt  was  seeking  to  win  to  his  side,  was 
invited.  Meanwhile,  an  Indian  had  been  killed  in  a drunken  fray  by  a State 
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soldier  at  or  near  I’ittsbnrgh.  wliioli  ga'.e  tlio  hostiles  an  excnso  for  tbcir  in- 
cendiary conduct.  Tho  State  oflicials  “ settled”  the  trouble  by  paying  8100  to 
“replace”  the  dead  Indian,  and  it  is  quaintly  stated  in  the  chronicles  of  the 
day  that  “ many  of  his  tribe  were  sorry  that  it  was  not  their  relative,  that  they 
might  have  got  a share  of  the  rnonev.  ” Soon  after  this,  two  canoes -were  tired 
into  by  the  Indians  as  they  were  floating  down  the  Allegheny,  and  fottr  men 
were  kilU'd  and  three  wounded.  The  oflicials  of  tlie  General  Govenirnent  were 
fecvfnl  of  an  extended  war.  and  uro-od  Gov.  IMiflliu  to  suspend  operations  at 
Presquo  Isle,  while  the  State  authorities,  on  the  contrary,  were  contid.ent 
that  the  best  way  to  avert  the  strife  was  to  garrison  tho  place  W’lth  a resjiect- 
able  force.  After  considerable  correspondence,  including  a personal  letter  from 
rresident  Washington,  operations  were  sulkily  suspended  by  order  of  Gov. 
Alifllin,  who  was  harshly  criticised  for  it  by  the  leaders  of  public  ophnion  in 
the  We.st. 

Tho  council  at  Buffalo  was  attended  by  Gen.  Israel  Chapin,  IT.  S.  Super- 
intendent of  the  Six  iNations,  who  wrote  to  tho  Secretary  of  AVar:  “ I am  afraid 
of  the  consequences  of  the- attempt  to  settle  Presquo  Isle  at  present.  The  In- 
dians do  not  acknowledge  the  validity  of  the  Cornplanter  sale  to  Pennsyl- 
vania.” By  request  of  the  council,  he  went  to  LeBaruf  on  or  about  tho  2lth 
of  June,  17‘JI.  accompanied  by  Wr.  Jolmson.  Biltish  Indian  Agent,  and  twen- 
ty-live chiefs  and  warriors,  to  remonstrate  with  tho  State  officers  at  that  piost 
against  the  placing  of  garrisons  in  the  Xorthwe.st.  The  representatives  of  the 
Six  Xations  claimed  to  be  anxious  to  live  at  pieace  w'ilh  the  United  States,  but 
fu’etended  to  be  imah  di-tiirbed  by  the  ’presence  of  the  troops,  fearing  that  it 
\vould  involve  them  in  strife  with  the  hostile  Indians.  They  were  assured  by 
Ellicott  and  l>enny,  the  State  officers  at  IvcBumf,  that  tho  soldiers  could  not 
move  from  there  till  ordered,  and  tliat  they  would  await  the  commands  of 
their  superiors  in  authority.  The  council  adjourned  without  acoouqilishing 
anvthing  of  a detiuite  character.  During  its  coutinuance,  it  was  reported  that 
two  armed  British  vessels  were  lying  off’  Prescjue  Isle,  evidently  for  the  pur- 
pose of  intimidating  the  State  officials. 

Another  Indian  council  w’as  held  at  LeBaui!  on  tho  -Ith  of  July,  1794,  at 
w'hich  the  chiefs  reiterated  their  jjurposo  of  preventing  a garrison  being 
stationed  at  Presque  Isle. 

r.AIDS  BY  THE  SAV.AGES. 

The  savages  continued  to  be  sullen  and  threatening  for  some  months,  and 
many  jiersons  looked  upon  war  as  imminent,  Several  raids  were  made  upon 
the  southern  settlements,  among  others  on  Cussewago,  near  the  Crawford 
County  line.  A Mr.  Dickson,  living  near  there,  was  tired  upon  by  a party  of 
Indians  on  the  10th  of  September.  Twelve  soldiers,  sent  from  LeBceuf  for 
the  protection  of  the  settlement,  were  bred  iqion.  and  the  Indians  drove  off 
several  horses.  Alatters  remained  in  this  alarming  condition  till  October, 
when  news  reached  LeBrnuf  of  AVayne’s  victory  on  the  Maumee.  This  had  a 
wonderful  effect  upon  the  Indians  of  our  vicinity.  A number  of  warriors  of 
the  Six  Nations  had  taken  part  in  the  tight,  and  the  r(>ports  they  brought  back 
of  AVayne’s  daring  had  a di.«heartening  effect  niiou  their  comrades.  The  Sen- 
ecas, who  had  been  strongly  urged  to- go  into  the  war,  gave  the  messengers  a 
peremptory  refusal.  Notwithstanding  this  decision,  disturbances  broke  out  ou 
several  occasions,  which  continued  to  delay  tho  esiablishmeut  at  Presque  Isle. 
On  Saturday,  the  29th  of  Alay,  1795,  four  men  who  were  journeying  from 
LeBceuf  to  tho  latter  point,  wore  attacked  near  tho  present  Union  depot 
in  Erie,  by  a party  of  Indians,  in  retaliation,  it  is  supposed,  because  some 
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of  tiieir  friends  bad  been  bred  u]iou  by  whites  along  the  Allegheny.  Ilalph 
Jlatlodgc,  one  of  the  nnmber.  was  killed  and  scalpe<l,  and  his  body,  be- 
ing afterward  found,  Avas  interred  on  a piece  of  rising  gi'ouud  on  the  west  side 
of  State  street,  near  its  junction  with  Turnpike,  His  son  was  also  shot  and 
scaljied,  but  lived  to  be  taken  to  the  fort  at  LeBceuf,  whore  he  died.  This  is 
the  last  Indian  diblculty  hnown  to  have  taken  plaeo  in  the  county. 

A treaty  of  peace  was  effected  with  the  AVestorn  tribes  by  Gen.  AYayne  at 
Greenville,  (ffiio,  on  the  3d  of  August,  1795,  and  another  was  made  with  the 
Sis  Nations  at  Canandaigua.  N.  Y.,  on  the  9th  of  Noveniber  ensuing.  At 
this  latter-,  which  was  described  in  the  annals  of  the  day  as  “ the  Great  Coun- 
cil,” 1,OOU  Indians  were  present,  ineludirig  Cornphurter,  who  was  at  the  head 
of  -100  of  the  Allegheny  jiorlion  of  the  Senecas. 

INDIAN  VlLL.'UrES  AND  GRAVEYARDS. 

Singular  as  it  may  appear,  considering  the  fertility  of  Erie  County,  and 
the  s[)Iondid  facilities  it  must  have  furnished  for  hunting  and  tlshiug,  there  is 
no  evidence  that  any  large  number  of  Indians  ever  made  their  abode  witliin  its 
limits  after  it  became  known  to  the  whites.  In  1705,  there  were  Indian  vil- 
lages on  IMill  Creek,  and  at  the  head  of  the  bar’,  each  numbering  from  tweiitv 
to  thirty  families.  Their  corn  fields  -wore  on  the  fiat  lands  above,  about 
half  a mile  southwest,  partially  covering  the.  farms  of  James  C.  Marshall 
and  A.  J.  Kelso.  Other  villages  were  located  at  AOaterford  and  Cranesville. 
The  latter  was  there  wheii  Air.  Colton,  the  earliest  settler  of  Elk  Creek  Tovru- 
ship,  made  his  location  in  1797.  From  all  that  we  can  learn  through  the  an- 
cient records,  the  village  at  AA^aterford  was  and  had  long  been  the  most  im- 
portant in  the  county.  Traces  of  the  settlement  existed  until  about  forty 
years  ago.  The  villagers  had  a burial  place,  orchard,  extensive  corn  fields  and 
vast  herds  of  cattle. 

On  the  Sconlh'r  farm,  directly  south  from  the  Martin  AA^arfel  place,  and  in 
the  southeast  coruer  of  the  city  limits,  was  an  Indian  graveyard,  where  the 
boys  of  forty  years  ago  used  to  irreverently  dig  into  the  mounds  and  gather- 
bones  as  relics.  The  first  field  east  of  the  burial  ground  was  cleared  in  1821, 
and  for  some  years  after  it  was  a frequent  thing  to  find  stone  hatchets  and 
other  rude  implements  of  the  aborigines.  It  was  the  custom  for  many  years 
after  the  incoming  of  the  whites,  for  parties  of  Indians  to  camp  near  by  and 
indulge  in  peculiar  rites  in  commemoration  of  their  ancestors.  The  last  Indian 
encampment  was  in  June.  1841,  when  about  a dozen  Indians  spent  a couple  of 
days  on  the  site.  The  mounds  have  all  been  jilowed  down,  and  no  traces  exist 
of  this  once  sacred  spot  to  the  red  men. 

Numerous  Indian  graves,  arrow  heads,  pieces  of  jrottery.  and  other  curios- 
ities have  been  found  in  a grave  on  the  Hunter  ydace,  bordering  French  Creek, 
in  LeBoeuf  Township.  A graveyard' was  opened  on  the  Ebersole  farm,  east  of 
Erie  City,  which  contained  numerous  bones,  beads  and  other  Indian  remains. 
All  of  the  bodies  were  in  a sitting  position.  Graves  have  been  found  in 
spots  all  along  the  Ridge  road  from  Ebersole’s  woods  to  State  street  in  Erie. 

As  to  the  number  of  Indians  in  this  section,  the  only  authority  wo  liave  is 
a letter  from  Andrew  Eliicott  to  Gov.  Ylifiliu,  vrritten  from  LeBoeuf,  iu  17AI4. 
In  this  epistle  ho  said:  “ AA’hen  1 was  at  Niagara,  in  17S9,  Mr.  Street,  who 
stored  the  presents  from  the  British  Government  for  the  Six  Nations,  handed 
mo  a census  of  their  numliers,  which  liad  just  been  taken,  and  on  ^hich  the 
decision  was  to  he  made,  and  it  amounted  only  to  between  3, 20U  and  3,800 
nion,  vromen  and  chiLlreu.”  AA'hat  became  of  the  Indians,  it  is  difil- 
cult  to  state.  Many  undoubtedly  went  westward,  while  others  took  up  their 
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homes  on  the  rosorvalions  alon^  the  Allegheny.  Early  in  the  cenlnry,  bodies 
of  Indians  passed  through  the  county  occasionally  on  friendly  visits  between 
New  York  and  Wesfern  tribes.  Maj,  Cl.  J.  Ball  informs  us  that  when  a boy  he 
saw  parties  of  lUO  to  150  red  men,  women  and  children,  encamped  on  the 
parks  in  the  city  of  Erie. 

h''  an  appendix  to  his  published  oratio.ii  at  the  dedication  of  the  monument  to 
C'oriiplantor,  in  1S07,  Hon.  J.  11.  Snowden  gives  the  follov.'ing,  as  the  location 
and  nuniiier  of  the  Seneca  Indians  at  that  date: 

‘‘On  the  Allegheny  Itiver,  in  Pennsylvania,  fifteen  miles  above  Warren,  at 
Cornplanter's  town  fJennesadaga),  SO;  acres  of  land  owned,  30(.>  ; on  the 
Allegheny  Beservation.  in  New  York,  a few  miles  above  the  Pennsylvania  liiu', 
900;  acres  of  land  owned,  26,000;  on  Cattaraugus  Beservation,  in  Erie  and 
Cattaraugu.s  Counties,  N”.  Y,,  about  1,700;  acres  of  land  under  cultivation. 
5,000;  at  Tonawauda.  in  Nerv  York?  about  700;  acres  of  land  owned,  7,000. 

“ The  Oneidas  at  the  same  time  numbered  1,050.  Some  250  were  located 
in  Oneida  and  Madison  Counties.  X.  Y'.,  and  the  balance  ox  the  tribe  wore  in 
Brown  County.  Wis.  Tbe  Onondagas  and  Tuscaroras  were  each  3o0  in- 
number,  the  former  living  about  six  miles  south  of  Syracuse,  X.  Y. , and  the 
latter  about  seven  miles  northeast  of  Xiagara  Falls.” 

Mr.  Snov, den  adds;  “ The  p>resent  condition  of  these  remnants  of  the  Six 
Xations  is  cpiito  respiectable.  In  most  of  the  reservations  they  have  schools 
and  places  of  public  worship.  Many  of  them  belong  to  the  Metlrodist  and 
Baptist  C’hurches.  The  chief  of  the  Six  Xations,  Stephen  S.  Smith,  who  made- 
a speech  at  the  inauguration  of  the  Cornpilanter  Monument,  is  a minister  in 
the  Baptist  Chtirch."’ 

The  reservations  occupied  by  the  Senecas  include  about  40,000  acres. 
“ They  own  the  land  in  common,  and  are  governed  by  a President  and  a Board 
of  Counselors.  Very  few  white  people  live  among  then).  They  are  all  civil- 
ized. and  ail  have  embraced  the  Christian  religion,  except  a few  who  cling  to 
the  old  Indian  religion,  and  are  called  ‘ pagans.’  ” 


COSXPL.VXTEE,  TXir;  SEXEGA  CHIEF. 

This  chapter  would  not  be  complete  without  a short  sketch  of  Cornplanter, 
the  distinguished  chief  of  the  Seneca  tribe,  to  whom  reference  is  so  frequently 
made  above.  He  was  a half-lireed,  the  son  of  John  O'Bail  (or  A’Beel),  a trader 
in  the  i\ioliawk  Valley,  by  an  Indian  mother,  flis  English  name  was  the  same 
as  his  father's,  and  his  Indian  name  was  Gyant-wachia  or  Cornplanter.  At  the 
age  of  tv.-enty,  he  was  with  the  French  at  Braddock’s  defeat,  and  he  partici- 
pated in  the  various  Indian  campaigns  that-  occurred  during  and  aftei’  the 
Bevolution,  always  again.4  tbe  x\mericans.  As  Cornplanter  advanced  in  years, 
he  grew  to  realize  the  strength  of  the  Enion,  and  from  being  its  relentle.^'s  foe, 
became  its  admirer  and  fast  friend.  His  influence  largely  brought  about  the 
treaties  of  jieace  at  Forts  Stanwix  and  liarmar,  in  consequence  of  which  he 
partly  lost  the  confidence  of  the  Senecas,  and  was  supplanted  by  the  more  art- 
ful and  eloquent  Bed  Jacket,  who  had  long  been  his  rival.  In  return  for  his 
services  upon  these  and  other  occasions,  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  granted  him 
a fine  reservation  on  the  Allegheny  Biver  abirve  'Warren,  where  he  spent  the 
balance  of  his  years.  Although  he  yiarticipated  in  the  councils  at  Buffalo,  to 
take  measures  for  preventing  the  establishment  at  Presque  Isle,  it  is  claimed 
by  his  biographer  that  be  was  at  heart  friendly  to  the  Americans  and  had 
pledged  himself  that  the  Senecas  should  not  “ take  up  the  hatchet.”  His 
death  occurred  on  the  iSth  of  February,  1836,  after  he  had  passed  the  one- 
hundredth  year  of  his  age.  He  was  a man  of  more  than  ordinary  elocj^uence,. 
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ulthongli  noi  equal  to  his  rival,  lieu  Jacket.  The  following  is  a brief  sample 
of  bis  style; 

‘•1  thank  tlie  Almigb.ty  that  I am  speaking  this  good  day.  I have  been 
through  idl  nations  in  Ti.norica,  and  am  sorry  to  see  the  folly  of  many  of  the 
people.  What  makes  me  sorry  is,  tliey  fdl  tell  lies,  and  ,1  never  found  truth 
aujongst  thorn.  All  the  Western  nations  of  Indians,  as  well  as  the  white 
people,  have  told  me  lies.  Even  in  council  I have  been  deceived,  and  been 
told  things  whicli  I have  told  to  my  chiefs  and  young  men,  which  I have 
found  not  to  bo  so,  v.diicli  makes  rao  tell  lies  by  not  being  al:»le  to  make  good 
my  word;  but  1 hope  they  will  all  see  their  folly  and  ro[)ent.  The  Almighty  has 
not  made  us  to  lie.  but  to  tell  the  truth,  cue  to  another;  yet,  when  two  jieople 
meet  together,  if  they  lie,  one  to  the  other,  these  people  cannot  be  at  peace; 
and  so  it  is  with  nations,  and  that  is  the  cause  of  so  much  war.” 

In  ISOG;  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  appropriated  8500  to  build  a 
monument  to  Cornpdanter  at  Jennesedaga,  Goruplanter  Town,  5Varren  County, 
the  place  of  hi.s  last  residence.  The  monument  was  erected  in  1SG7,  and  dedi- 
cated on  the  18th  of  October  of  the  same  year. 


OnAPTEE  PIT. 

The  Feexch  and  English. 

LEYHE  I'reucb  were  the  first  white  men  who  made  exiiloi'ations  in  the  lake' 
_L  region.  As  early  as  1011-12,  Sieur  de  Champlain  ascended  the  chain  of 
lakes  as  far  as  Lake  Huron.  At  a period  extending  from  1020  to  1040,  the 
Indians  were  visited  by  niimci’ous  French  Catholic  priests,  among  whom  were  the 
celebrated  Joliet  and  Ar.-mpictte,  on  the  donble  mission  of  s; reading  the  Gospel 
and  promoting  the  interests  of  their  king  and  nation.  In  1070,  La  Salle 
launched  the  schooner  Griffin  in  Niagara  Kiver,  and  sailed  with  a picked  body 
of  men  to  Green  Bay.  in  Lake  ^Michigan,  as  will  be  found  more  fully  detailed 
in  tlie  chapter  on  lake  navigation.  A French  post  was  established  at  Machinaw 
in  lOSl,  and  a fort  and  navy  on  Lake  Erie  were  proposed  by  M.  de  Lenonville 
in  1085,  but  the  idea  was  not  carried  into  effect.  The  dominion  o_f  the  country 
was  not  wholly  given  over  to  the  French  until  1753.  They  did  a large  trade  with 
the  Imlians  by  exchanging  beads,  goods,  provisions,  guns  and  ammunition  for 
furs,  which  were  shipped  across  the  ocean  and  sold  at  an  immense  profit. 
Although  their  po."&es>ion  was  undisturbed,  it  must  not  be  inferred  that  it  was 
quietly  acrpiiesced  in  by  the  English.  The  French  claimed  that  their  dis- 
covery of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  tlie  Mississippi  entitled  them  to  the  ownersldjr 
of  the  territory  bordering  upon  those  streams  and  their  tributaries.  The 
English  claim  was  based  upon  a grant  by  King  James  I,  in  1606,  to  “ divers 
of  liis  subjects,  of  all  the  countries  between  north  latitude  48°  and  3 !-°.  and 
westward  from  the  .-Vtlantic  Ccoau  to  the  South  Sea,”  aud  also  upon  purchases 
of  MTstorn  lands  made  from  the  Six  Nations  by  Commissioners  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland  and  Virginia,  representing  the  mother  country.  A long  and 
sometimes  acrimonious  controversy  was  waged  between  the  foreign  departments 
of  the  t\No  nations  over  the  cpiestion,  and  the  leading  officers  in  America,  on 
both  sides,  looked  upon  it  as  certain  to  eventually  result  in  war. 
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THU  FIHST  SOLUTER3, 

Previous  to  1740,  the  Frenoli  had  done  nothing  of  an  official  nature  Inok- 
ing  to  the  oocupatiou  ui  the  country  between  Lake  Erie  and  the  Ohio.  Their 
discoverers  had  taken  possession  of  it  long  before  in  tho  name  of  the  King, 
and  .froi'i  that  time  it  had  been  a sort  of  common  traiu])ing  g-round  for  advent- 
nrou.s  traders  of  both  nations,  without  being  directly  subject  to  the  control  of 
cither.  In  the  year  named,  Capt.  Celeron,  with  a detachment  of  300  men, 
M’as  sent  by  the  Captain  General  of  Canada  to  “renew  the  French  posses.sion  ” 
of  tho  Ohio  and  its  tributaries.  He  came  up  Lake  Erie  to  the  month  of  Chau- 
tauqua Crook,  from  which  point  he  crossed  over  to  the  Allegheny,  by  way  of 
Chautauqua  Lake  and  the  Conewango.  Descoudiug  the  Allegheny  and  the 
Ohio  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum,  he  deposited  leaden  ])late9  at  the 
mouths  of  some  of  the  most  important  streams,  as  a “ monument  of  renewal  of 
pos-session.”  and  as  a mark  for  the  guidance  of  those  who  might  follow  him. 
One  of  these  plates,  buried  at  the  coullueuce  of  French  Creek  with  the  Alle- 
gheny, was  found  afterwo’d.  The  expedition  caused  much  alarm  among  the 
Indians,  who  regarded  it  as  the  beginning  of  a scheme  to  “ steal  their 
country,”  and  also  created  much  commotion  throughout  the  Ejjglish  colonies, 
whose  officials  saw  in  it  a pimposo  to  maintain  by  force  what  the  French  had 
before  contented  themselves  with  claiming  in  argpament.  An  extensive  corro- 
spnndonce  ensued  bel  ween  the  Governors  of  the  several  colonies,  stirring  letters 
were  forwarded  to  the  home  Government,  and  the  movement  was  universally 
regarded  as  the  precursor  of  a long  and  sanguinary  war.  .A,mong  other  plans 
proposed  on  the  English  side.  Gov.  Shirley  of  Massachusetts  suggested  the 
building  of  one  or  two  war  vessels  each  on  Lakes  Erie  and  Ontario,  for  the 
imrpose  of  keeping  the  French  in  check. 

In  1751,  an  expedition  of  .French  and  Indians  was  organized  in  Canada  to 
proceed  to  the  “ Beautiful  ” or  Ohio  River,  and  in  May  of  that  year  a part  of 
the  force  was  reported  to  have  passed  Otwvego  in  thirty  canoes.  For  some  rea- 
son the  venture  was  abandoned,  but  warlike  threats  and  preparations  continued 
for  two  years. 

.VRVIY  OF  OCCUPATION. 

Finally,  in  the  spring  of  1753,  the  long  threatened  occupation  began. 
Quite  a full  account  of  the  expedition  is  given  in  a letter  preserved  among 
the  Pennsylvania  Archives,  from  M.  DuQuesne.  General- in-chief  at  Montreal, 
to  tho  French  minister  at  Paris.  It  was  in  charge  of  three  young  officers — 
Sieur  ftlarin,  commander,  and  Maj.  Pean  and  the  Chevalier  Mercier,  assistants 
— and  consisted  of  250  men.  The  little  army  marched  up  Lake  Erie  by  laud 
and  ice  to  Presque  Isle,  where  it  was  decided  to  build  a fort  and  establish  a 
base  of  supplies.  The  reasons  which  prompted  the  selection  of  Pres(|ue  Isle 
were  tho  short  portage  to  Lake  Le  Bocuf  and  tho  facility  with  which  canoes 
could  be  floated  down  French  Creek  from  the  latter  to  the  Allegheny.  51.  Bu- 
Quesue’s  letter  describes  the  bay  of  Presque  Isle  as  ‘‘a  harbor  which  the  larg- 
est vessels  can  enter  loaded,  and  be  in  perfect  safetv.  It  is.”  says  he,  “ the 
finest  spot  in  nature,  a bark  could  safely  enter — it  would  be  as  it  were  in  a 
box.”  On  the  3d  of  August  the  fort  at  Pre.sque  Isle  was  llnislied,  the  portage 
road,  six  leagues  long,  was  “ready  for  carriages,”  the  storehou.-e,  half  way  across, 
was  in  a condition  to  receive  stock,  and  the  fort  at  LePoonf  was  nearly  com- 
pleted. No  serious  trouble  was  apprehended  from  the  Indians,  who  were  will- 
ingly assisting  in  the  transportation  of  tho  stores. 

From  the  same  and  other  authorities  wo  learn  that  it  was  the  original  pur- 
pose to  establish  the  base  of  supplies  at  the  mouth  of  Chautainpia  Creek,  but 
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that  wheu  ^^ruria  reached  there  1ig  did  not  like  the  j>osition.  He  accord! ngly 
ordered  Heirier,  \v)io  was  the  enp'inocr  ot  the  expedition,  to  proceed  to  Pre.?qne 
Isle  and  rej/ort  upon  its  merits.  The  latter  was  gone  three  days,  and  gave 
such  a glowing  account  of  the  adv.antages  of  the  location  that  tire  a)-my  was 
immediately  ordered  forward.  Among  the  members  of  the  expedition  ■was  one 
Stephen  Cotiin,  an  jinglisluuan,  who  had  hocn  talveii  prisoner  by  the  French 
and  Indians  in  IT  17,  and  carried  to  Canada.  ITdien  the  expedition  left  Que- 
b{'c  he  cnli;ted  in  it,  and  accorrnpaniod  his  command  to  Presque  Isle.  After 
a.  Jiiilitary  experience  of  less  than  a year  he  deserted  to  the  English,  a,nd  on 
the  lOth  of  January.  1754,  made  a deposition  in  which  ho  alleges  that  the 
army  reached  Presqne  Isle  over  SOO  strong,  a statement  that  doe.->  not  corre- 
spond with  the  report  of  FaQ.uesne.  The  following  is  an  abstract  of  his 
story : 

coffin's  statemknt, 

'\Vbcn  they  arrived  at  Presque  Isle,  work  was  almost  immediately  com- 
menced on  the  foi't.  It  was  of  chestnut  logs,  squared,  and  lapped  over  each 
other  to  the  height  of  fifteen  feet,  about  120  feet  on  the  sides,  "with  a log 
Iion.se  in  each  co)-ner,  and  had  gates  in  the  north  and  south  sides.  IFheu  the 
fort  was  finished,  they  began  cutting  a wagon  road  to  LeB'xmf.  where  they 
comn'iGUced  getting  out  boards  and  timber  for  another  fort.  Pre.sque  Isle  was 
left  in  command  of  Capt.  Depoutnuey,  while  Marin,  with  the  rest  c>f  the  troops, 
encamped  at  LeBoi'uf.  From  the  latter  point  a detachment  of  fifty  men  was 
sent  to  the  mouth  of  French  Creek,  but  tinding  the  Indians  hostile  to  the 
erection  of  a tort,  it  retuimcd.  cajituring  t"WO  English  traders  on  the  way,  17110 
were  sent  to  Canada  in  irons.  A fe'w  days  later,  lOO  Indians  “called  by  the 
French  Loos,"  visited  LeBomf  and  arranged  to  ca'rry  some  stores  to  the  Alle- 
gheny, ivhichthey  never  delivered,  greatly  to  the  disappointment  of  the  French. 
This  and  other  causes,  incliuling  the  failure  to  build  the  third  fort  at  the 
mouth  of  French  Creek,  disheartened  Marin,  who  feared  that  ho  might  for- 
feit the  favor  of  the  Governor  General  in  consequence.  He  had  been  sick  for 
some  time,  and  h.ad  to  be  moved  about  in  a carriage.  Rather  than  return  to 
Canada  in  disgrace,  ho  beggeil  his  officers  to  seat  him  in  the  center  of  the  fort, 
set  it  on  fire,  and  let  liim  perish  in  the  flames,  which  they  of  course,  refused 
to  do.  Marin,  according  to  the  deponent,  was  of  a peevish  and  disagreeable 
dispiOiitioa,  and  extremely  unpopular  among  his  brother  officers.  Late  in  the 
fall,  Chevalier  .Le  Crake  arrived  at  Presque  Isle  in  a birch  canoe  worked  b_v 
ten  men,  bearing,  among  other  things,  a cross  of  St.  Louis  for  Marin,  which 
the  otlier  officers  would  not  allow  him  to  take  until  the  Governor  General  had 
been  acquainted  with  his  conduct.  Near  the  close  of  October,  all  but  800  men 
to  garrison  tne  forts,  were  oi'dered  back  to  Canada.  The  first  detachment  went 
doivn  the  lake  in  twenty-two  batteaux,  each  containing  tw’enty  men,  and  were 
followed  in  a feiv  davs  by  the  balance — 760  in  number.  A halt  was  made  at  the 
month  of  Cbautampia  Creek,  wdiero,  wfith  200  men.  a road  was  cut  in  four  days 
to  Lake  Chautau([ua,  in  the  exjieccation  that  it.  might  be  a more  feasible  route 
to  the  -Allegheny  than  the  one  b_v  LeBmuf.  Reaching  Niagara,  fifty  men  "were 
left  there  to  build  batteaux  for  the  army  in  the  spring,  and  to  erect  a building 
for  storing  iirovisions.  Coffin  places  the  total  number  of  men  who  reached 
Presque  Isle  during  the  year  at  1,500. 

W-ISHINGTOn’s  visit. 

Alarin  died  at  Le  Bo  uf  soon  after  the  main  body  of  the  troops  departed, 
leaving  the  foils  at  Presque  Isle  and  Le  Bceuf  respectively  in  charge  of  Capt. 
Riparti  and  Comniauder  St.  Pierre.  The  latter  was  visited  during  the  winter 
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by  a genlUMTian  who  aftenTord  rose  t-o  the  first  place  in  American  lovo  and 
history.  Tins  v,-as  no  less  ca  personap;t>  than  (leorge  Washington,  then  in  his 
twenty  Hirst  year,  bo  Vv-as  accompanied  hy  Christopher  Gist,  an  experienced 
vrhite  frontiorsraau.  and  one  Indian  interpreter.  They  reached  Le  Bcenf  on 
the  11  th  of  December  and  remained  til!  the  IGth,  during  which  time  Capt. 
Riparti  was  oalle'l  over  from  Pjesqne  Isle  to  confer  with  Washington  and 
St.  Pierre  Washington's  treatment,  though  formal,  was  corn'teous  and  kind, 
and  he  ha-j  left  on  record  in  bis  journal  a warm  compliment  to  tlie  gentlemanly 
character  of  the  French  officers.  The  object  and  result  of  Washington’s  mis- 
sion are  given  in  the  following  letters,  the  first  being  the  one  he  w'as  charged 
with  doli\ering  to  the  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Prench  forces  by  Gov.  Din- 
widdle, of  Virginia,  and  the  second  the  reply  of  St.  Pierre: 

OcTor.KK  31,  1753. 

Sir:  The  land?  upon  the  Ttiver  Ohio,  in  the  western  ))art  of  tlie  colony  of  Mririnia, 
are  so  notorious!}  knr  wa  to  be  the  property  of  the  cru^vn  of  Great  Britain  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  et/nal  coiu-eru  and  savprise  to  me  t'>  hear  that  a body  of  French  lorcc.s  are  erect- 
ing fortresses  and  making  settlements  upon  that  river  within  His  Majesty’s  doiuituons. 
The  many  and  repe  lled  eomplaints  I have  received,  of  these  acts  of  hosiility  hay  me  under 
the  nece.ssity  of  sending  in  .the  name  of  the  King,  my  master,  the  beai;er  hereof,  George 
Wasbingto.n,  E'sq..  one  of  the  Ailjntanrs  General  of  the  forces  of  this  dominion,  to  coin- 
plain  to  you  of  the  encroachnapiit.-  thus  na;nle.  and  of  the  injuries  clone  to  the  subjects  of 
Great.  Britain,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations  and  the  treaties  subsisting  between  the 
two  crowns.  If  these  facts  are  true  and  you  think  lit  to  justify  your  proceedings,  1 must 
■ desire  you  to  acquaint  in?  by  wliose  autliorit}'  .md  instructions  you  have  lately  marched 
from  (’auada  with  an  armed  force  and  invaded  tlie  King  of  Great  Britain’s  territory,  in 
the  manner  co,npb  ined  of;  tha.t,  according  to  the  purport  and  resolution  of  your  answer, 

1 may  act  c.grecab'ly  to  the  commission  1 am  honored  with  from  the  King,  my  master. 
However,  sir,  in  obedience  to  my  instructions,  it  becomes  iny  duty  to  reciuire  your  peace- 
able departure:  and  that  you  would  forbear  prosecuting  a purpose  so  interrupt ive  of  the 
harmony  and  good  understanding  which  His  IMajesty  is  desirous  to  continue  and  cultivate 
with  the  most  Christian  Kin.g,  etc.  Korku  l'  Dinwiddir. 

Fko:m  thf-  Fort  on  the  Hivev.  au  Bn-.UF,  ) 
r'-eccniber  1-5,  1753.  f 

Sir;  As  I have  the  honor  of  commanding  here  as  chief,  M.r.  IVashington  delivered  to 
me  the  letter  which  you  wrote  to  the  commaiiiJer  of  the  French  tronjrs.  I should  have 
been  glad  that  you  had  given  him  oniers,  or  t hat  he  liad  been  inclined  to  proceed  to  Canada 
to  see"  our  General,  to  whom  it  better  belongs  than  to  me  to  set  forth  the  evidence  and  the 
reality  of  tlie  rights  of  the  King,  my  master,  to  the.  lands  situate  along  the  River  Oliio,  and 
to  contest  the  pretensions  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain  thereto.  1 shall  transmit  your 
letter  to  tlie  5Iarqui«  l.)u  Quesne.  His  answer  will  be  a law  to  me.  And  if  be  shall  order 
me  to  communicate  it  lo  you,  sir,  you  may  be  assured  I shall  not  fall  to  di.spatch  it  forth- 
with to  yon.  As  to  the  summons  you  send  me  to  retire,  1 do  not  think  myself  obliged  to 
obey  it.  Whatever  may  be  your  intentions.  I am  liere  by  virtue  of  the  orders  of  my  Gen-, 
eral,  and  I entreat  you.  sir,  not  to  doubt  one  moment- but  lliat  I am  determined  to  conform 
myself  to  them  wufli  all  the  exactness  and  resolution  which  can  bi.-  expected  from  the  best 
orficer.  I do  not  know  that  in  the  progress  of  this  campaign  anything  has  passed  which 
can  be  reputed  an  act  of  lio.stility,  or  chat  is  contrary  to  the  treaties  whicii subsist  between 
the  two  crowns;  the  continuance  whereof  interests  and  pleases  us  a.s  much  as  it  does  the 
' English.  Had  you  been  pleased,  sir,  to  descend  to  particularize  the  fa.rts  which  occa- 
sioned your  complaint,  I =hould  have  had  the  honor  of  answering  you  in  the  fullest,  and, 

I am  persuaded,  the  most  satisfactory  manner,  etc.  Legardruk  de  St.  Pierre. 

Vashirigtou  did  not  extend  his  jonvuey  to  Presque  Isle,  feeling,  periiaps, 
that  duty  compelled  him  to  report  the  French  answer  as  speedily  as  could  be 
done.  Both  sides  were  busily  engaged  during  the  -winter  in  pre[>aring  for  the 
wav  which  was  now  inevitable.  The  French  plan  was  to  establish  a chain  of 
fortifications  from  Quebec  along  Lakes  Ontario  and  Erie  and  the  waters  of 
French  Creek  and  the  Allegheny  to  the  junction  of  the  last-named  stream  with 
the  Monongahela,  where  Pittsburgh  now  stands,  and  from  there  along  the  Ohio 
and  Missi->.sipipi,  to  the  Oulf  of  Mexico.  Of  these,  xve  have  already  described 
the  progress  at  Presque  Isle  and  Le  Bceuf.  The  forts  atXiagara,  the  mouth' 
of  French  Creek  and  the  head  of  the  Ohio  were  constructed  early  in  1754. 
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The  one  at  the  jnijction  of  French  Creek  and  the  Allegheny  was  Joiown  as 
Fort  Macbault  or  Y'enano-o, and  the  one  at  Pittsburgh  as  Fort  DnQuesne.  Pro- 
visions and  aramnnitiou  were  sent  from  Quebec  to  Presque  Isle,  and  from  there 
distributed  to  tlie  lower  forts. 


FKOGRESS  OF  THE  FRENCH. 

As  soon  as  the  weather  would  permit  in  the  spring  of  1754,  troops  were 
moved  by  both  sides  in  the  dii'ection  of  the  Ohio.  The  first  French  detach- 
ment to  reach  Pittsburgh,  tlion  known  as  the  “Forks  of  the  Ohio,”  was  on  the 
17th  of  April.  It  was  commanded  by  Contreceur,  and  consisted  of  1,000 
French  and  Indian.^,  with  eighteen  cannon.  Their  voyage  from  Le  Bceuf 
down  French  Creek  and  the  Allegheny  -was  made  in  sixty  batteaus  and  300 
canoes.  The  English  had  put  up  a stockade  at  the  Forks,  during  the  winter, 
which  was  unfinished  and  guarded  only  by  an  ensign  and  forty-one  men. 
This  small  body,  seeing  the  hopelessness  of  defense,  immediately  surrendered. 
On  the  3d  or  4th  of  July.  500  English  capitulated  to  the  French  at  Fort 
Necessity,  in  Fayette  County,  after  an  engagement  of  about. ten  hours.  Tlis 
French  seem  to  have  been  uniformly  successful  in  the  campaign  of . 1754. 
Deserters  from  their  ranks  reported  tliat  the  number  of  French  and  Indians  in 
the  country  during  the  year  was  about  2,000,  of  whom  five  or  six  hundred  liad 
become  rrniit  for  duty. 

The  reeoi’ds  of  the  campaign  show  that  Presque  Isie  was  regarded  bv 
both  the  French  and  English  as  a post  of  much  importance.  DuQuesue,  in  a 
letter  from  Quebec  of  July  G,  1755.  says;  “The  fort  at  Presque  Isle  serves  as  a 
depot  for  all  otlie.rs  on  the  Ohio.  * The  eft'ects  are  put  on  board  ])irogues 
at  Fort  Le  Boeuf.  * * At  the  latter  fort  the  prairies,  which  are  extensive, 

furnish  only  bad  hay.  but  it  is  easy  to  get  rid  of  it.  * * At  Presque  Isle 

tlie  hay  is  very  abundant  and  good.  The  quantity  of  pirogue.s  constructed  on 
the  Biver  AuBoeuf  has  exhausted  all  the  largo  trees  in  the  neighborhood.” 
It  was  on  the  9th  of  July,  1755,  that  Braddock's  defeat  took  place  near 
Pittsburgh,  an  event  which  raised  the  French  hopes  to  a pitch  of  the  utmost 
exultation,  and  seemed  for  the  time  to  destroy  all  prospect  of  English  ascen- 
dency in  the  AVest.  From  2,000  to  3.000  Ereiich  and  Indians  are  supposed  to 
have  passed  through  Presque  Isle  during  the  season. 

FRENCH  VILLAGE  AT  PRESQUE  ISLE. 

An  official  letter  dated  at  ^Montreal,  August  8,  1756,  sav"s;  “ The  domi- 
ciliated Mississaugues  of  Presque  Isle  have  been  out  to  the  number  of  ten 
against  the  English.  They  have  taken  one  prisoner  and  two  scalps,  and  gave 
them  to  cover  the  loss  of  M.  de  St.  Pierre.”  This  officer  had  been  ordered 
East  in  the  winter  of  1753,  and  was  killed  in  battle  near  Lake  George  the 
ensuing  summer.  The  same  letter  rey'orts  the  small-pox  as  having  prevailed 
at  Presque  Isle.  A prisoner  who  escaped  from  the  Indians  daring  this  year 
described  Fort  Le  Boeuf  as  “garrisoned  Avitli  150  men,  and  a few  stragg^ling 
Indians.  Presque  Isle  is  built  of  scpiare  logs  tilled  up  with  earth;  the  barracks 
are  within  the  fort,  and  garrisoned  with  J50  men,  supported  chiefiy  from  a 
French  settlement  begun  near  it.  The  settlement  consists  of  about  one  hun- 
dred families.  The  Indian  families  about  the  settlement  are  pretty  numerous; 
they  have  a priest  and  schoolmaster,  and  some  grist  mills  and  stills  in  the 
settlement.”  The  village  here  referred  to  was  on  the  east  bank  of  Mill  Creek, 
a little  back  from  the  lake,  almost  on  a line  with  Parade  street. 
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KVEXT<  IX  1757  AXO  175S. 

Q No  evonts  of  iir.jioi'tance  occiiiTed  iu  tliis  section  in  17-'''7.  The  only  chron- 
icle we  lind  relate:-;  that  .some  of  the  Indian  warriors  aiding  the  French  sent  their 
families  to'tho  neighliorhood  of  Fresque  Isle  for  the  ],'urpo30  of  planting  corn. 
7l  captured  French  emsign  reported  in  Id.s  examination  on  the  20th  of  June 
that  100  men  were  in  garrison  at  Prcscjue  Isle,  and  that  a])prGheasions  were 
felt  bp  the  n of  an  attac!:  by  tlie  English  ;ind  Indians.  The  transportation 
from  Canada  for  ttie  troops  was  mainly  by  canoes,  which  were  obliged  to  Lee]) 
close  to  the  south  shore  of  the  lake,  l-’ort  LeBoeuf  was  in  charge  of  an  ensign 
of  foot.  T]:iere  ^Yero  from  8!)il  to  900.  and  sometimes  1,000  men  between 
the  forts,  150  of  whom  were  regulars  and  the  rest  Canadian  Indians,  who 
worked  at  the  forts  aild 'built  boats.  l.'here  were  no  settlements  nor  improve- 
ments near  tlie  forts,  lyliich  would  indicate  that  the  village  at  Presque  Isle 
had  been  abandoned.  The  French  planted  corn  about  them  for  the  Indians, 
whose  wives  and  children  came  to  the  forts  for  it,  and  ^rere  also  furnished 
with  clothing  at  the  King's  expense.  Ti  aders  resided  in  the  forts  who  bought 
peltries  of  them.  Several  houses  were  outside  the  forts,  but  peo])le  did  not 
care  to  occupy  them  for  fear  of  being  scaljied.  One  of  the  French  batteaux 
usually  carried  sixty  bags  of  Sour  and  three  or  four  men;  wlien  unloaded  they 
would  carry  twelve  men. 

A.  journal  written  in  November,  1758,  gives  this  description  of  the  two 
forts,  on  the  authority  of  an  Indian  vrho  had  just  come  in;  “ Presque  Isle  has 
bee,n  a strong  stockaded  .tort,  but  is  so  much  out  of  repair  that  a strong  man 
might  pull  up  any  Jog  out  of  the  earth.  There  arc  two  officers  and  thirty-live 
men  in  garrison  there,  -and  not  above  ten  Indians,  which  they  keep  constantly 
hunting  for  the  snjrport  of  the  garrison.  The  fort  on  LeBceuf  Elver  is  in 
much  the  same  condition,  with  an  cffice.r  and  thirty  men,  and  a few  hunting 
Indians,  who  said  they  would  leave  there  iu  a few  days.’’ 

THE  EXGLISn  GAIXIXG. 

During  the  year  175S,  the  English  made  sufficient  progress  in  the  direction 
of  the  Ohio  to  compel  the  French  to  evacuate  Fort  DuQuesne  on  the  22d  of 
November,  their  artillery  being  sent  down  the  river,  and  the  larger  part  of  the 
garrison  retiring  up  the  Allegheny.  A letter  dated  Montreal,  March  30,  1759, 
announces  that  tlie  French  1roo]:)s  at  F'^etroit  had  been  ordered  to  rendezvous 
at  Presque  Isle,  in  order  to  be  ready  to  aid  Fort  Alachault  if  necessary, , the 
commander  at  the  latter  being  ref[uired,  if  too  hard  pressed,  to  fall  back  on 
Le  Becuf.  The  Indian.^  by  this  time,  had  lost  coniidenco  in  the  triumph  of 
the  French,  and  luariv  w~eiG  either  siding  with  the  English  or  pretending  to  be 
neutral.  One  of  them,  employed  by  the  English  as  a spy  at  the  lakes,  reached 
Pittsburgh  diming  March,  and  gave  some  additional  particulars  of  the  fort  at 
Presque  Isle.  “It  is,”  he  said,  “ Svquare,  with  tour  bastions.  * * The 

wall  is  only  of  single  logs,  with  no  bank  within — a ditch  without.  * * * 

The  magazine  is  a stone  house  covered  w'ith  shingles,  and  not  sunk  in  the 
ground,  standing  iu  the  right  bastion,  next  the  lake.  * The  other  houses 
arc  of  squ.’u'e  logs.”  Fort  Le  Bumf  he  described  as  of  “ the  same  plan,  but 
very  small — the  logs  mostly  rotten.  Platforms  are  erected  in  the  bastions,  and 
loopholes  properly  cut;  one  gun  is  mounted  in  a bastion,  and  looks  down  the 
river.  It  has  only  one  gate,  and  that  faces  the  side  op])osite  the  creek.  The 
magazine  is  on  the  right  of  the  gate,  going  iu,  partly  sunk  in  the  ground,  and 
above’ are  some  casks  of  powder  to  serve  the  Indians.  Here  are  two  officers,  a 
storekeeper,  clerk,  priest,  and  150  soldiers,  who  have  no  employment.  * * 
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Tho  road  from  Veruingo  to  IjeBcenf  is  %voll  trodden;  from  there  to  Presqne 
Isle  is  very  lo^y  and  swamjiv,  aud  bridged  most  of  the  ■way.” 

EV.VCCATIOX  OF  THE  FKE.VCn. 

The  tide  of  battle  coiUimu'd  to  favor  tlie  English,  and  they  finally  besieged 
Fort  Niagara  below  Buffalo,  eomjieiling  tlie  Frejich  to  withdraw  1,200  nien 
from  Detroit,  ITesrjne  Isle  ajid  Yenahgo  'for  its  defense.  Its  captme  by  tho 
English  astOFiished  and  terrified  the  Freucli  in  this  section.  A messenger- 
reached  Fresque  Isle  from  Sir  "WilHaja  Johnson,  the  v.’ctorious  English  com- 
mander, notifying  the  othcer  in  charge  tliat  the  other  posts  must  surrender  in 
a few'  days.  The  French  knetv  that  their  force  -was  too  small  to  cope  with  iho 
enemy,  and  began  making  hasty  preparations  for  depiarture.  . Their  principal 
stores  at  Presque  Isle  were  sent  up  the  lake  August  13,  1759,  and  the  garri- 
son waited  a brief  time  for  their  comrades  at  Le  Boeuf  and  Yenango,  when  the 
entire  army  left  in  batteaux  for  Detroit.  An  Imlian,  who  arrived  atDuQaesne 
soon  after,  re])orted  that  they  had  burned  all  of  the  forts,  but  this  is  questioned 
by  some  of  the  authorities.  Fpon  taldng  their  dep-iarlare,  they  told  the  alio- 
rigincs  that  they  had  been  driven  away  by  superior  numbers,  but  would  return 
in  sufficient  fojce  to  hold  the  country  permanently. 

ENGLISH  DOMINION. 

The  Engli  'h  did  not  take  formal  possession  of  Forts  Presque  Isle  and  Le 
Bccuf  until  I'lOO,  when  iUaj.  Rogers  was  sent  out  for  that  purpiose.  Hostilities 
between  the  twm  nations  continued,  but  the  bloody  wa'vo  of  war  did  not 
reach  Western  Pennsylvania.  A treaty  of  peace  was  signed  at  I’iiris  in 
1703,  by  which  the  French  ceded  Canada  and  contirmed  the  Y’estern  country 
to  the  British  Crown.  The  Indians  did  not  take  kindly  to  tlie  British.  They 
were  hopeful  of  the  return  of  the  French,  and  meditated  the  driving  of  their 
victorious  rivals  nut  of  the  country.  In  June,  17GB,  the  great  Indian  uprising 
known  as  '■  Pontiac’s  Conspiracy  ” occurred,  wdiich  resulted  in  the  destruction 
of  all  but  four  of  the  frontier  jiosts.  Fort  Le  Bouif  fell  on  the  ISth  and  Fort 
I’resque  Isle  on  the  22d  of  that  month,  as  will  be  found  more  fully  described 
in  the  chapter  devoted  lo  the  Indians.  Col.  Bradstreet,  with  a small  army, 
arrived  at  ITesque  Isle  on  tlie  12th  of  August,  1704,  and  met  a hand  of  Shaw- 
nees  and  Delawares,  vvho  agreed  to  articles  of  peace  and  friend.'hip.  From 
tliere  he  inarched  to  Detroit,  where  another  treaty  was  made  witli  the  North- 
western Indians.  These  proceedings  seem  to  have  been  entered  into  by  tho 
lavages  merely  as  a deception,  for  in  a short  time  they  renewed  hostilities. 
Another  expodiiion,  under  Col.  Boquet,  was  litted  ouf.  and  punished  the 
troublesome  tribes  so  severely  that  ihey  were  glad  to  accept  the  conditions 
offered  them. 

The  independence  of  the  Fuited  States  was  acknowledged  by  Great  Brit- 
ain in  17S3.  By  the  treaty  of  p>eace  the  mother  country  abandoned  all  }ire- 
tensions  to  tho  western  region.  Her  officers  in  Canada,  however,  still  retained 
a hope  of  the  nltimate  return  of  the  colonies  to  the  protection  of  the  British 
Crown.  Idle  English  had,  by  this  date,  won  the  contidence  of  tho  Indians, 
who  were  kept  ho.stile  to  the  Americans  by  representations  that  Great  Britain 
would  yet  resume  possession  of  the  country.  As  late  as  17S5,  Mr.  Adams,  our 
minister  at  Loudon,  complained  to  the  English  Seci'etary  of  State,  that 
though  two  years  had  elap.«ed  since  tho  delinitive  treaty,  the  forts  of  Presque 
Isle,  Niagcara.  and  elsewhere  on  the  Northern  frontier  were  still  held  by  British 
garri.sons.  The  actual  American  ccenpation  dates  from  1795. 
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THE  EKENCH  AND  ENC.LISII  FORTS. 

Little  leinaiils  to  bo  added  to  the  various  statements  above,  descriptive 
of  the  Freucli  forts,  Fort  Presque  Isle  stood  on  tlie  bluff  overloobinq  the 
mouth  of  IMill  Creek,  on  ihe  western  side,  about  350  feet  back  from  the  shore 
of  the  bay.  The  J3riti.sh  [lufc  it'iu  repair  and  occupied  it.  till  after  our  inde- 
pendence was  acknowledged,  by  which  time  it  had  almost  gone  to  ruin.  Its 
site  was  oa'ily  traceable  as  late  as  1803.  by  mounds  and  depressions  on  the 
bank  of  the  lake  near  the  mouth  of  the  creek. 

The  fort  at  LeBceuf  stood  within  the  present  limits  of  Waterford  Bor- 
ough, on  the  brow  of  the  hill  above  LeBceuf  Creek,  nearly  in  line  v/ith  the 
iron  bridge  across  that  stream.  L ravine,  which  has  since  beenqrartially  filled 
up.  extended  along  its  north  side,  down  which  llowed  a rivulet,  loading 
Washington  to  describe  the  forli  as  standing  on  *•  a kind  of  an  island.’' 
Praccicaily  the  same  site  was  successively  occupied  by  the  English  and 
Americans. 

THE  FRENCH  RO.VD. 

The  French  road  coinmeacod  at  the  mouth  of  Will  Creek,  where  a w.are- 
house  stood,  extended  up  that  stream  a .sln.u’t  distance,  and  then  struck  off  to 
the  higher  land,  iieaily  following  the  line  of  Parade  street,  on  its  west  side, 
through  the  city  limits  of  Erie.  A branch  road  led  froui  the  south  gate  of 
the  fort,  and  connected  wuth  the  main  road  in  the  hollow  of  51111  Creek.  Front 
the  southern  enil  of  Parade  skreet  the  latter  ran  across  51111  Creek  Township 
to  the  t)resent*\5-aterford  pk-ukroad.  The  road  that  begins  in  5rarvintowu, 
opposite  the.  old  S"“ib  stand,  and  terminates  at  the  farm  of  Judge  Souther, 
is  ahnost  identical  with  the  French  thoroughfare.  Leaving  the  Waterford 
p)lank,  the  French  read  took  across  the  hills  into  Summit  Township,  which  it 
cro.ssed  entirely,  entering  Waterford  Township  on  the  Charles  Skinner  place, 
and  terminating  at  the  gate  of  Fort  LeBmuf,  about  where  Judson's  Hotel 
stands.  Tlie  route  known  as  the  I’rench  road  in  Summit  is  understood  to  be 
exactly  on  the  line  of  its  historical  original.  The  road  was  laid  out  thirty 
feet  wide,  and  was  ‘'corduroyed’’  throughout  most  of  its  length.  It  was  easily 
traced  when  the  lirst  American  settlers  came  in,  was  partially  adopted  by  them, 
and  portions  of  it,  as  above  stated,  are  in  use  to  this  day. 


GIIAPTEE.  YIII. 

The  Triangle. 

tN  the  charter  "ranted  by  Kin"  Charles  II  to  William  Penn,  dated  the  4th  of 

. o •,  o 

5Iarch.  IGSl,  the  limits  of  Pennsylvania  are  described  as  “ three  degrees  of 
latitude  iu  breadth,  and  five  degrees  of  longitude  in  length, the  eastern  bound- 
ary being  the  Delaware  Biver,  the  northern  the  beginning  of  the  three  and 
fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude;  on  the  south  a circle  drawn  at  twelve 
miles  di~taucQ  from  New  Castle  (Delaware)  northward  and  westward  unto  the 
be  "inning  of  the  fortieth  degree  of  northern  latitude,  and  then  by  a straight 
line  westward  to  the  limits  of  longitude  above  mentioned.” 

Distinctly  as  these  lines  are  stateil,  the  boundaries  of  the  State  were  long 
a subject  of  earnest  and  sometimes  bitter  controversy.  Fifty  years  before  the 
grant  to  Penn,  King  James  1 granted  to  the  Plymouth  Company  ” all  the  land 
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]viu^  in  tlie  saaie  latitude  v/itb  Connecticut  and  Ma.ssacliusetts,  as  far  west  as 
the  Ihicilic  Ocean,  not  previously  settled  by  other  Cliristian  powoivs.”  TJuder 
the  construction  placed  upon  this  clause  lyr  Connecticut,  more  than  one-third 
ot  .reiinsylvania,  inchidin;:;  the  v.'hole  northern  part,  Ijelon^^ed  to  that  province. 
The  dispute  was  tinally  settled  by  the  action  of  Congress,  which  appointed 
Coininis-sioners  in  17S2  to  investigate  the  subject,  who  reported  that  “ Connec- 
ticut has  no  right  to  the  laud  in  controversy,”  and  that  “the  jurisdiction  and 
pre-emption  of  all  lands  within  the  charter  linuts  of  Pennsylvania  do  of  right 
belong  to  that  State.” 

THE  WESTEEX  ECrXlUKY. 

A contention  of  almost  like  character  took  place  with  Virginia  in  regard  to 
the  western  boundary  of  Pennsylvania.  The  former  claimed  the  entire  territory 
embraced  in  Penn's  charter  west  of  a line  drawn  a little  to  the  east  of  the 
Allegheny  and  Ylonongaheia  Pavers.  This  controversy  was  settled  in  1786, 
bv  ata-eeine-  that  the  western  boundary  of  Peunsvlvania  should  commence  at  a 

*•  O « • ‘ 

point  on  Mason  and  Dixon's  line,  five  degrees  west  from  the  Delaware  Kiver. 
and  extend  from  there  directly  northward  to  Lake  Erie. 

The  land  in  the  northern  and  northwestern  parts  of  the  State  was  purchased 
from  the  Six  Nations  by  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Legislaiure,  who  met 
in  conference  with  the  Indians  at  Fort  Stanwix  (now  Home),  N.  Y.,  and  con- 
cluded a treaty  in  October,  178-i.  The  action  of  the  Six  Nations  was  confirmed 
by  a treaty  made  with  the  Delawares  and  Wyandots  at  Fort  McIntosh  in  Jaa- 
uary,  1785.  Neither  of  these  purchases  covered  the  territory  known  as  “ The 
Triangle.'’ 

THE  NEW  YORK  LINE. 

By  mutual  agreement  between  Nev,' York  and  Pennsylvania,  Commissioners 
were  appointed  in  1785  to  determine  and  establish  the  ea.-t  and  ^Ye.st  boundary 
line  lietween  the  two  States,  being  ihe  Forty'-second  degree  of  latitude.  David 
Eittenhonse  was  the  Commissioner  on  the  port  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Samuel 
Holland  on  that  of  New  York.  Those  gentlemen  merely  took  measurements 
to  locate  the  point  in  the  Delaware  Paver  where  the  line  should  begin,  when 
cold  weather  came  on  and  compelled  the  work  to  cease.  Rittenhouse  and  Hol- 
land were  succeeded  in  1787  by  Andrew  Ellicott  on  the  part  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  James  Clinton  and  Simeon  DeWitt  on  that  of  New  York.  They  surveyed 
the  entire. line  from  the  Delaware  to  Lake  Erie,  planting  a stone  every’  mile, 
with  the  distance  from  the  l iver  marked  upon  it.  and  marking  mile  trees  in  the 
same  manner.  The  distance  from  the  point  of  departure  to  where  the  north 
line  of  Pennsylvania  terminated  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  in  Springfield  Town- 
ship, this  county,  was  found  to  be  '259  miles  and  88  perches.  The  report  of 
the  above  Commi.ssiouors  was  confirmed  by’ the  Legislatures  of  both  States,  and 
has  ever  since  been  accepted  as  the  true  northern  boundary’  of  Pennsylvania. 


THE  TEIAXGLE. 

The  charter  of  New  York  defined  its  western  boundary  as  extending  from 
the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie  to  the  forty  second  degree  ot  latitude,  on  a line 
drawn  from  the  vrestern  extremity  of  Lake  Ontario.  In  determining  this  line 
it  became  necessary  to  agree  whether  the  western  extremity’  of  Lake  Onta- 
rio ” included  Burlington  Bay,  or  was  at  the  peninsula  dividing  the  latter 
from  the  lake.  Andrew  Ellicott  and  Frederick  Saxton,  the  surveyors  sent  out 
to  establish  the  boundary,  decided  upon  the  peninsula  as  the  proper  point  from 
which  to  draw  the  line,  and  the  western  Ijouiulary’  of  New  York  was  therefore 
fixed  at  twenty’  miles  east  of  I’resque  Isle.  This  left  a triangular  tract,  which 
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•was  noil  included  in  tlio  ciiarter  of  eiiber  Stato,  and  which  was  variously 
claimed  !>y  Xew  Yorlc,  Massachusetts- and  Connecticut. 

Purin^  or  some  time  after  tlm  devolution.  Gen.  Y'illiam  Irvine  was  sent 
to  the  Yortbv. est  by  the  authorities  of  Peunsvlvaiiia,  to  exanjine  into  the  qual- 
ity of  its  lands  and  report  upon  the  best  manner  of  putting;  them  into  tbs 
marhet.  bile-  rq)on  t);is  tour  be  'sas  struck  with  (be  fact  that  the  Stale  bad 
no  bavbo'r  nj)on  the  lake,  and  the  great  desirability  of  securing  the  one  at 
Presque  Isle.  On  bis  reiin  n to  the  East  bo  interested  a number  of  intelligent 
and  progressive  citizens  in  the  ju'oject  of  purchasing  the  Triangle,  lifter  a 
protracted  negotiation.  New  York,  IMassacbasetts  and  Connecticut  released 
their  claims  to  the  Cnited  Stales  Government,  and  the  latter,  in  tarn,  conveyed 
the  tract  to  Penn.sYlvai)ia.  The  deed  of  cession  by  New  York,  was  made  on 
the  1st  of  March,  iVSl,  and  tliat  of  Massachusetts  on  the  Ithb  of  April,  1785. 
In  the.  I'olease  by  Connecticut  she,  reserved  120  miles  lying  west  of  Pennsylva- 
nia’s western  boundary,  within  tlie  ]iresent  limits  of  Ohio,  which  became 
known  as,  and  retains  the  title  to  this  day  of  Tho  IVestern  Eeservo. ” The 
contract  for  the  sate  of  Iho  Triatigle.  inade  l'>e,tw’een  tlie  IlejU’esentatives  of  the 
Pmited  States  and  Pennsylvania  was  ratilied  by  Congress  on  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, 17SS.  On  the  iSth  of  April,  1701.  the  Governor  waS  authorized  by 
the  Tvegislatuve  to  complete  the  ^luxchase.  Ytareh  3,  1702.  a patent  was 
issued  to  tho  State.,  signed  by  George  M'ashington'  as  President,  and  I’homas 
•Jefferson  as  Secretary  of  State.  The  consideration  was  §151,0-10.25.  Below 
is  a copy  of  the  bill  of  sale  from  the  General  Government  to  the  commonvrealth: 

Tin.  conunori'^yrelth  nt  P'.njr#}  Ivania,  for  tlic  pureliase  of  the  bake  Erie  tract  iu  account 
^vitll  the  United  States,  Da. 

Jiilj’  19,  1793.  To  geDcml  account  of  -sales  of  the  Western  lands,  the  property  of  the 
L’uited  States; 

For  the  pmchase  or  consideration  money  of  die  territory  and  tract  of  land  on 
Lake  Erie,  of  wliich  tiact  a survey  and  rL-tuni  hath  heou  made  and  lodged 
in  the  otiicc  of  the  tiiecretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Urited  States  bj'  An- 
drew Ellieott,  pursuant  to  a resolution  of  Congress  passed  in  August,  17S9, 
by  which  return  the  said  tract  is  found  to  contain  3D'3, 187  acres,  at  three- 
fourtlis  of  a dolh'.r  per  acre,  payable  in  gold  or  silver,  or  in  certificates  of 
the  debt  of  the  United  States,  bearing  interest,  according  to  tlm  terms  pro- 
p<)scd  by  Y'illiam  Bingham  and  .James  It,  Iteid.  delegates  in  Congress,  to 
the  late'Boardof  Treasury,  on  belialf  of  die  said  eommonwenlth,  and 

accepted  by  the  said  boai'd'  on  beiialf  of  the  United  States •§151,640  35 

C'r. 

By  one  certificate  of  registered  flebt,  No.  -loS,  dated  3,Sth  Febnuu-v,  1703,  with 

interest  from  I6th  August,  17  79..  85.033  03 

By  ditto,  on  interest  from  31st  August,  1783 -1.285  30 


Principal  amoriiiting  to -§  80,317  38 

By  inf-:-rest  arising  tlicreon,  ca'cuhiti  d to  lOtb  June,  1701,  being  the  time  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  informed  lie  was  rea.ly  to  settle  the  account  forsaid 
purchase 63,332  97 


Tkf-asurt  Department,  Begtstek’s  Office.  / 
6th.  September,  17'.i6.  f 


$151,640  25 

Jo.SErn  Noukse,  Piegister. 


RELEASE  OF  THE  INDIAN  TITLE. 

I’encling  the  negetiations  with  the  Ge.ueral  Governmeiit,  the  State  authorities 
proceeded  to  secure  a release  of  the  Trifuigle  tract  from  tho  Six  Nations,  which 
was  only  effected  after  a protracted  effart.  The  conference  for  this  piu'pose 
with  the  chiefs  and  wariiors  of  the  several  tribes  was  held  on  the  9th  of  .Jan- 
uary. 1780.  and  tho  deed  from  tho  Indians  ap[)ear.s  to  have  been  signed  some- 
time during  the  same  month.  Tho  foUovs iug  is  a copy  of  the  document: 
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Kno^Y  all  men  by  tlipse  lu'esents,  that  we,  the  umlersigneil, ^chiefs,  vearriors  and 
others.  represenfiiiL;'  tlie  t'ullon'iue;  inuned  tiilas  oi'  the  Six  Xaiunis,  to  wit  ; The 
Oiida  wa.s’as  nr  SoneVas,  Caj'us'as,  't.’iisramras,  Onotula.ua.s  and  Oneidas,  for  and  in  con- 
sideration of  the  sain,  of  S2.000.  to  ns  in  liand  paid,  by  Richa.nl  jjntler  :ind  .]ohn  (?dli- 
son,  Hsqnires,  (’ommissioni'rs  Tor  and  in  belialf  nf  the  State  of  I'ennsylvania,  the 
recei]it  whereof  we  do  liereby  aeitno'w ledge,  and  we  for  ourselves,  oiir  t ri Lies,  ( ini'  and 
their  lieirs  and  successors,  are  tlierewit'n  fidly  paid  and  satisfied,  Inri'C  granted,  bar- 
gained, scdil  and  assigned  over,  aiul  by  tiiese  presents  do  grant,  bargain,  sell,  reimse, 
reiea.se.  <Tuit  claim  and  assign  over  niito.the  said  .State  of  Pennsylvania,  ail  our  rigdit, 
title,  claim  and  interest  of.  in  and  to  ;di  tliat  tvaid  of  country  sitnate,  lying  and  iietng 
within  tlie  territi'iry  of  Tlie  Unued  .States,  lionnded  m!  the  sontli  liv  tlie  nortli  Ime  or 
bonndary  of  Pennsylvaniti ; on  tiie  east  tiy  the  western  botind.iry  of  tiie  State  of  Xew 
Y’ork,  agTeea'.dy  to  "an  act  of  cession  of  the  said  State  of  Xew  York  and  the  State  of 
Mtissaclmsetts  to  the  United  States;  and  on  the  nortii  by  tlie  sontbern  sliore  or 
margin  of  1,-ake  F.rie,  inclnding  Ifresque  Isle  and  all  the  bays  and  haibors  along  the 
shore  or  margin  of  the  sanl  Lake  Lrie  from  Die  west  t.'Oiunhiry  of  tlm  said  Slate  of 
Pennsylvania  to  wliere  the  west  line  or  boundary  of  the  State  of  Xew  York  may 
cross  or  intersect  the  southern  shore  or  margin  of  the  said  Lake  Erie;  to  have  and 
to  iiold,  etc. 

In  testimony  whereof.  ■\\e,  the  said  cliiefs,  have  liercunto  set  our  haiid.s  and 
seals  this  — day  of  January,  in  tlie  year  of  oiir  J^ord  ITfcO  ; 

Senecas— Gyantwachia,  or  tin'  Cornpianter;  Gyasliota,  or  the  Big  Cross;  Kanas- 
see,  or  tiie  Xew  Arrow;  Achiont,  or  tlie  Half  Town;  Anaclikonl,  or  tlie  l\asp; 
Cliisliekoa.  or  tlie  Y'ood  Bng;  Sessewa.  or  Big  Bale  of  a Kettle;  Scinvvliowa.  or  tlie 
Council  Kee;-er;  Teivania.s.  nr  the  Broken  Twig:  Souaclisliowa,  or  tlio  Euil  IMoon; 
Cachunevassn,  nr  Twenty  Canoes 

Tuscarora  Cliief—Kiehoncinash,  or  Tearing  Asunder. 

Senecas— Cageaiigea,  or  Bogs  about  the  Fire;  Sawedowa,  or  tiie  Blast;  Kionda- 
sliow.a,  or  Swimming  Fish. 

CUiondaga  Chief— Oncheye,  or  tiie  Bancing  Feather. 

Cayuga  Cldebs— Soahat.s,  or  Failing  Ylountain  ; Otaciisaka,  or  Broken  Tonia- 
Intwk. 

Oneida  Cidef — Tekcidef.s.  or  tlie  J.oiig  Tree. 

Seneca  Chief— Onesechier.  or  the  Leaded  klan. 

klunsey  Ciuefs — Kiatulalioli,  or  tlie  Snake:  Aqiieia,  or  Dandy  Legs. 

Senecas— Kiandock-G-owa,  or  Big  Tree:  0 wenetvuli,  or  Throw  into  the  Water. 

X.  B. — Tiie  two  kliinseys  signeil  as  being  resiilcmts  of  tiie  land,  Imt  not  owners. 

B.  Butlkk. 

In  the  presence  of  A.  St.  Clair,  Joseph  Harmar  and  others. 

Twelve  hundred  dollars  were  also  paid  by  the  United  States  Government 
for  the  extinguishment  of  the  Indian  titles.  ^ 

The  cession  of  the  Triangle  gave  great  olt'ensG  to  a portion  of  the  Indians, 
who  claimed  that  they  had  not  been  fairly  represented  in  the  council.  There 
W'as  a good  deal  of  talk  among  them  of  re.sisting  its  occupancy  by  the  State, 
and  at  one  time  matters  looked  really  serious,  but  by  wise  eft'ort.s  what  might 
have  been  a long  and  murderous  border  war  was  avoided.  On  the  3d  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1791.  Cornpianter,  iJalf  Town,  and  Big  Tree  executed  a second  instru- 
ment, in  which,  after  recitiii.g  the  dissatisfaction  that  existed  among  the 
Seneca  nation,  they  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  SSOU  as  full  satisfaction 
of  all  claims  and  demands  liy  their  nation  against  the  commonwealth,  and 
“ fully,  clearly,  and  finally  reraised  and  forever  quit-claimed”  their  interest  in 
the  Triangle  to  CIuv.  AIcKean,  from  the  beginning  of  the  ■world  to  the  date 
of  these  presents.”  It  was  several  years  after  the  signing  of  this  deed,  how- 
ever, before  the  Indians  becamt'  sufficiently  quieted  to  enable  settlements  to 
be  made  with  safety,  as  ^YiIl  be  more  fully  related  in  another  part  of  these 
annals. 

IXTEKESTING  DETAILS. 

The  territory  above  purchased  extends  some  forty  miles  in  a straight  line 
along  the  lake,  and  is  about  eighteen  miles  in  breadth  along  the  Xew  York 
V.ioundary,  tapering  from  there  to  a ]>oint  in  Springiield  Township,  between  four 
and  live  miles  east  of  the  Ohio  lino.  It  embraces  2U2,1S7  acres,  and  the  United 
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States  received  pay  for  it  at  the  rate  of  three-fourths  of  a dollar  per  aero.  The 
towiishi])s  embraced  in  the  Triangle  are  North  East,  Greenfield.  Venango,  Har- 
bor Crook,  Greene,  Summit.  .Hill  Creek,  a small  portion  of  Springhold,  about 
tY.o-f  fths  of  Girard  and  McKean,  and  four-tiflhs  of  Eairviov,-.  The  terminus 
of  the  Triangle  on  the  shore  of  Lake  Erie  was  marked  liy  a stone  on  the  Jo- 
seprh  Hewitt  farm  in  Springfield,  which  lias  disaiipearod. 

The  old  Stat e lino  forms  the  soulhorn  boundary  of  Venango,  Greene  and 
Summit  Townships,  and  the  northern  of  \Vaterford  and  Amity.  It  ]>u?se.s 
through  the  boroughs  of  Girard  and  Middlelioro  nearly  in  the  center.  The 
portion,  of  the  county  within  the  original  limits  of  the  State  is  some  forty- 
fivo  miles  long  from  ea.st  to  west,  by  ten  miles  in  ividth  from  north  to  south, 
being  about  two-thirds  of  tlio  whole.  'J’he  towm'hips  -wholly  in  it  are  Wayne, 
Concord,  Amity,  T'nion,  \\h'iterford,  LeBceuf,  Washington,  Franklin,  Elk 
Creek  and  Conneaut. 

A corps  of  engineers  Inave  recently  been  at  -R’ork  renewing  the  mon- 
uments marking  the  boundary  betwi’en  Nerv  York  and  Penns_\  Ivauia,  many  of 
vvbich  had  been  destroyed  or  lost  sight  of.  In  the  execution  of  their  task 
the}^  make  use  of  blocks  of  Quincy  granite,  about  four  feet  long  and  six  inches 
square  at  the  top.  The  stones  “ are  dressed  one  foot  down,  that  distance  be- 
ing left  above  ground.  Heavy  creases  are  cut  at  right  angles  across  each. 
The  letters  ‘Pa.,"  and  ‘ N.  Y.,’  about  two  inches  long,  face  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York  respectively.  At  highrvays,  sti’eet  and  raihvvay  crossings,  tho  tops 
of  the  stones  are  one  foot  by  six  inches  in  size,  and  in  other  particulars  like 
the  rest.  Those  of  the  ordinary  size  are  set  just  one  mile  apart.” 

COXTINEXTAL  CERTIFICATES. 

In  explanation  of  the  “ certificate  ” mentioned  in  the  bill  of  sale,  it  should  bo 
- stated  that  in  the  contract  for  the  purchase  of  the  Triangle,  it  was  stipulated  that 
the  Commonivealth  might  make  payment  "in  gold  or  silver  or  in  public  securities 
of  the  United  States,  bearing  interest.”  When  the  time  came  for  closing  the 
transaction,  the  State,  with  Quaker  shrewdness,  offered  one  of  the  funded 
bonds  of  the  General  Government,  commonly  known  as  “Continental  certih- 
caltes,”  ivhich  were  then  in  decidedly  bad  credit,  and  demanded  that  interest 
should  bo  allowed,  according  to  the  terms  of  its  face.  This  was  rather  a sur- 
prise to  the  Federal  autliorities,  and  a long  correspondence  ensued,  in  which 
the  Commonvv'ealth  seems  to  have  had  the  better  of  the  aigament.  After  con- 
siderable delay,  her  legal  right  to  pay  in  the  manner  proposed  was  conceded, 
and  she  turned  over  the  bond  and  received  credit  for  the  accumulated  interest, 
as  is  shown  in  the  bill  of  srdo  above  printed.  It  is  apparent  that  the  State 
drove  a very  sharp  bargain,  but  whether  the  transaction  was  much  to  her 
honor,  may  admit  of  some  debate. 
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CHATTJnE  IX. 

Tuo  AmEKICAX  OcClAWTION. 

^ lirst  step  in  tlie  nctuai  sfitloment  of  Erie  County  by  w’nte  people  was 

_L  taken  in  1TS5.  when  David  Watts  and  William  Miles  were  sent  under  the 
auspices  of  the  State  to  survey  the  Tenth  Donation  District,  embracing  ]>ortions 
of  Waterford,  'Wayne  and  Amity  Townships.  On  the  com}:>letion  of  their 
labors,  they  returned  to  the  East,  and  gave  such  a tiattering  account  of  the 
country  that  much  interest  in  it  was  excited  among  the  adventurous  people  of 
that  region.  March  24,  1784,  it  was  resolved  by  the  General  Assembly  that 
iii5t  exceeding  3,O'J0  acres  should  be  enrveyed  at  Ere.sqno  l^le,  LeBceuf,  and 
two  other  places  for  the  use  of  the  commonwealth.  In  1790,  Gov.  Mifflin,  by 
authority  of  the  Legi.slature.  appointed  Timothy  Matlack,  Saynuel  McClay  and 
John  Adluiu  to  examine  the  western  streams  of  the  State  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  ‘‘  any  nearer  and  more  feasible  communication  could  be 
had  between  the  Allegheny  River  aniiLake  Erie.”  T'hey  examitred  French  and 
LeBoenf  Creeks  up  to  WWterford,  traversed  the  jiortago  to  Presque  Isle,  and  on 
going  back  made  a report  which  resulted  in  TlhO  being  appropriated  for  the 
improvement  of  the  streams  named.  This  was  followed  by  the  settlement  law 
of  the  3d  of  April,  1792,  which  provided  for  the  survey  of  all  the  lauds  north 
and  west  of  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio  Rivers  and  Conewango  Creek,  and  their 
sale  upon  terms  that  will  be  stated  in  another  chapter. 

The  Penn.s\4vauia  J^ojinlation  Company,  formed  at  Philadelphia  March  8, 
1792,  purchased  a large  tract  of  laud  in  the  Triangle  with  the  object  of  selling 
it  at  a jrrofit,  and  inducing  settlement.  On  the  Sth  of  A])i  il,  of  the  same  year, 
the  Legislature  passed  and  Gov.  IMilllin  approved  a bill  for  laying  out  a town 
at  Presque  Isle,  which  was  a part  of  the  general  plan  for  the  occupation  of  the 
Northwest.  This  act  was  as  follows; 

Sectiox-1.  Be  it  enacted,  eic. , ThixX  the  Governor  be  and  i.s  liereby  empowered  to 
cause  to  be  surveyed  the  tract  restuved  at  or  near  Presque  Isle  b.v  the  act  toUitled,  “ An  act 
for  the  sale  of  the  vacant  lands  \;  ithin  this  commonwealth,'’  passed  the  Rd  day  of  April, 
17b‘2;  and  at  the  most  eligible  place  within  the  said  tract  he  shall  cause  to  be  laid  out  and 
surveyed  si.xteeu  huudreJ  a(.Tes  fit  land  in  town  lot.s  of  not  more  than  one-third  of  an  acre 
each;  and  ai.>o  three  thousand  foui-  hundred  acres  adjoining  the  se.me,  in  outlots,  not  less 
than  five  acres  nor  more  than  te:i  aci-es  eacli.  I'cin-ided  itlienijH.  That  tl’i'e  Governor  shall 
reserve  out  of  the  lots  of  the  said  l>.’',vn  so  much  laud  as  he  shall  deem  necessary  I'cu  public 
uses;  also,  so  much  land  within  (jr  out  of  the  said  town  a'  may,  in  liis  opinii'm.  be  wanted 
by  the  United  States  for  the  purpo,-.e  of  ereetiiic,' forts,  ii'aeazine.s,  arsenals  and  duck-yards. 

Sec.  2.  Tliat  the  lirst  two  liumlred  ]wrsoii.s  that  shah  actual!}'  inhabit  and,  ri-.side.  on 
or  before  the  1st  day  of  .January  nraxt,  within  the  said  towu,  shall  each  and  every  of  them 
be  entitled  to  one  unaj'propriated  town  lot.  to  la;  ascertaiucai  by  lottery,  for  ^vhich  they 
shall  respect ivel}'  receive  a deed,  dear  of  all  charges;  Proidded,  'rii.it  ^uch  persons  respect- 
ively, or  their  respective  representatives,  or  assignees,  shall  inhabit  and  rw^ide  in  the  said 
town  for  ttie  term  of  three  years,  and  also,  witliin  the  said  town  buildt  or  cause  to  be  built, 
a house  at  least  sixteen  feet  square,  and  containing  at  least  one  brick  or  stone  chimney,  on 
the  town  lots  to  be  granted  in  pursuance  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  That  the  Governor  is  liereby  authorized  to  sell  two  hundied  of  the  town  lots 
exclusively  of  those  granted  by  the  next  preceding  seclimi.  and  tlu-wliolc  of  the  other  out- 
lots, in  such  manner  as  he  shall  think  most  to  the  advantage  of  the  State,  and  make  con- 
veyance of  the  same;  excaqiting,  always,  smh  as  shall  be  made  upon  tliis  epnditiou;  that 
the  respective  purclmsers  shall  and  do,  within  the  tenu  of  three  years,  erect  and  build  one 
house,  at  least  .sixti'eii  feet  square,  and  coiite.ining  at  least  one  brick  or  >tone  chimney,  on 
each  and  every  toivn  lot  by  them  purohaseil;  and  uo  deed  of  couvei'auoe  shall  lie  granted 
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by  the  Governor  to  nn}'  purrliriscr,  nor,  after  thi?  expiration  of  the  said  ti-rui  of  three  yearSj 
shall  the  said  sale  be  deemed  or  cousu’ued  to  vest  :uiv  title,  claim  or  demand  in  ariy  pur- 
chaser, unless  satisfactory  iironflie  tiist  yiven  lliat  a Iioiisi:  has  i)ccn  erected  or  built  on  the 
town  lot-:  sold  ,is  ,afoi-cs.iid;  that  tlie  streets,  Inucs  and  alleys  cd  I'le  said  town  sliali  be 
common,  hiah','.  ae.s  forever;  and  that,  previous  to  the  sale  or  sale.s  of  tlje  said  town  lots  aud 
outlots,  notice  .shall  be  aiven  of  the  .same  in  at  East  tliree  of  the  newspapers  of  tlie  State  at 
leas*  ten  v,cel:s  jirevibus  to  su;.h  sah'  or  sales. 

PROTKCTING  THE  I'RpSTrER. 

On  tlie25fli  of  February,  3794,  another  act  was  lUTSsed  which  authorized  the 
Governor  “ to  detach  from  the  several  companies  of  artillery  and  infantry 
raised  by  the  State’’  for  the  security  of  the  port  of  I’hilactclphia  and  the 
defense  of  the  M’esteru  frontier,  "‘as  many  men  as  can  be  conveniently  spared 
from  the  .specilrc  objects  of  protectioii  and  defense  for  which  the  companies 
were  particularly  destined,  and  to  station  the  detachtuent  so  made  at  such 
place  or  place.s  at  or  near  Presque  Isle,  on  Lake  Erie,  as  shall  in  his  judgment 
he  best  calculated  to  carry  into  effect  the  act”  just  quoted.  This  measure  was 
called  forth  by  the  menaces  of  the  Indians,  vs  ho  had  learned  of  the  proposed 
settlemeni:  at  Presc|ue  Isle,  and  linowing  that  it  would  cause  a break  in  tlioir 
communications  between  the  East  and  V/ost,  were  determined  to  prevent  it  if 
possibio.  In  accordance  with  its  provisions, Goss  lUiulin,  on  the  1st  of  March, 
1704,  issued  a circular  to  the  Brigade  lu.snectors  of  'sVashiugton.  M’estmoie- 
land  and  Allegheny  Counties,  rerpriring  them  to  raise  men  to  serve  eight 
months,  unless  sooner  discluarged,  with  a stipulation  that,  if  necessany  they 
should  continim  in  servico  till  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature.  Each  man 
who  took  his  own  ritle  was  to  be  allowed  82  for  its  use,  aud  to  have  a reasona- 
ble equivalent  if  it  was  lost  or  destroyed  in  the  public  service.  Four  conipa- 
nie.s  were  to  be  organized  within  the  district  stated, of  whom  one  Captain,  one 
Lieutenant,  two  Ensigns.six  Corporals  aud  six  Sergeants  and  ninety-ffve  privates 
were  to  bo  detached  for  the  Presque  Isle  expedition.  The  command  was  given 
to  Capt.  Ebenezer  Denny,  of  Allegheny  County,  who  is  presumed  to  have  seen 
service  in  border  warfare. 

Gen.  M’illiam  Irvine  aud  Andrew  Ellicott  had  been  a’ppoinied Commission- 
ers some  time  before  to  lay  out  a road  from  ReadiTig  to  Presque  Isle.  On  tlio 
same  day  the  above-mentioned  circular  was  issued  they  were  noti.tied  that 
Atlbort  Gallatin  had  been  associated  in  their  appointmcid,  and  that  they  three 
were  to  lay  out  Ihe  tov:r,.  ccntemplated  by  tho  act  of  1793.  The  Governor’s 
instructions  desired  them  to  promote  peace,  order  and  friendship  with  the 
peaceable  Indians  or  Briti.-.h  garrison,  should  any  intercourse  * * be  pro- 

duced by  accident  or  neeeF,sity.”  Capt.  Denny  was  required  “ to  comply  with 
every  lawful  request  of  tlic  Commissioners,”  aud  was  further  reminded  that 
the  objects  of  his  appointment  were  “strictly  tliose  of  protection  and  defense.” 

occui’Axcy  or  fokt  le  EmuF. 

Boat's  and  canoes  left  Pittslrurgh  o,ri  the  ICth  of  April,  by  way  of  tho  Alle- 
gheny Piiver,  the  stores  and  provisions  liaving  been  sent  in  advance.  By  tho 
25th  of  Aprd,  three  officers  and  seventy-seven  men  had  reached  Franklin,  at  tlie 
moutli  of  French  Creek.  On  the  same  date,  a report  reached  headquarters  at 
Pitt.sbnrgh  that  the  Indians,  incited  by  British  agents,  were  “ meditating  an 
opposition  to  the  designs  of  the  Govermnimt  respecting  Presque  Isle.”  ami  a 
W'eek  later  Denny  wrote  to  the  Governor  his  apprehensions  that  “a  council 
holding  at  the  mouth  of  Buffalo  CT’oek  between  the  chiefs  ox  tho  Six  Nations 
and  the  British  may  terminati'  unfavorably  to  our  establishment.”  On  the  let 
of  May,  a Tlunsee  Indian  was  killed  at  Prankliu  in  a drunken  row  by  a white 
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man  named  Kobertson,  This  added  o-reatly  to  the  feeling  among  the  aborig- 
ines.' The  affair  was  settled  by  the  party  at  Franklin  raising  a purse  of  SlOO 
and  paying  it  to  the  relatives  of  the  dead  inan,  in  satisfaction  of  their  wrong, 
according  to  an  old  cusioni  among  the  Indians. 

The  trooyjs  took  possession  of  “ the  forks  of  French  Creek,  about  two  miles 
below  the  old  post  of  LeFceuf. ’’  on  or  near  the  11th  of  I'llay,  where  they  built 
a small  block-house,  pending  the  cutting  out  of  the  log;s  which  ob.structed  the 
navigation  of  the  stream.  Frcm  this  point,  Gen.  John  IVilkins,  of  Pittsburgh, 
who  accompanied  the  e.xpedition.  wrote  on  the  day  of  their  arrival  that  “the 
British  are  determined  to  oppose  the  progress  of  the  State  troops  from  LeBosuf 
to  Presr|ue  Isle  by  sending  a number  of  Indians  and  English  to  cut  them  off’.” 
In  a few  days  more  the  detachment  reached  LeBoc-uf,  A\iiere  they  immediately 
erected  two  small  picketed  block-houses,  which,  AYilkins  reported.  “ will  make 
them  sufficiently  strong  until  the  re-enforcement  arrives  under  Cai>t.  L'enuy.” 
The  latter  event  did  not  occur  until  the  2-lth  of  June.  A draft  of  1,0U0  mili- 
tia from  ihe  brigades  of  Westmoreland,  Washington,  Allegheny  and  Fayette 
Counties  was  ordered  by  the  Governor  in  the  latter  part  of  Way.  to  co-operate 
with  Denny’s  detachment  under  command  of  Gen.  Wilkins.  0.u  the  day  ihe 
order  was  issued,  the  Governor  wrote  to  'Wilkins  warning;  him  of  “the  critical 
state  of  our  Pre.sc|ue  I.sle  settlements,’’  which,  he  added,  ‘’  calls  for  an  exercise 
of  judgment,  prudence  an'd  spirit.” 

IXTERIEEEXCE  OT  THE  GEXEE.VL  GOVEEXMEXT. 

While  the  events  here  mentioned  were  in  progress,  a letter  reached  Gen. 
Knox,  Secretary  of  War  under  President  IVashington,  from  Gen.  Israel 
Chapin,  the  United  States  Commissiotier  to  the  Sis  Nations,  to  the  effect  that 
the  British  “feel  very  much  alarmed  at  the  garrisoning  of  Presque  Isle.  * * 

If  the  garrison  destined  for  that  place,”  wrote  Chapin,  “ is  not  very  strong, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will  not  be  attacked.”  On  the  9th  of  Ivlay,  Gen. 
Knox  wrote  to  I\’ilkins  and  Deriny,  cautioning  them  to  “proceed  with  the 
utmost  vigilance  and  precaution.”  The  next  day,  lie  addressed  a communica- 
tion to  Gen.  IMifilin,  stating  that  “affairs  are  critically  circumstanced  betw’een 
the  'Fnited  States  and  the  Six  Nations,”  and  giving  it  as  the  opinion  of  the 
President,  “on  mature  reflection,  that  it  is  advisable  to  suspend  for  the  pres- 
ent the  establishment  of  Presque  Isle.”  On  the  very  day  this  epistle  was  re- 
ceived, (he  Governor  notified  the  Brigade  Inspectors  of  the  four  western  coun- 
ties that  he  had  been  induced  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  act  for  laying 
out  a town  at  Prescyue  Isle,  He  therefore  rescinded  all  orders  for  drafting  men, 
directed  the  Commissioners,  who  had  not  yet  left  Pitt.sbargh,  to  postpone  further 
proceedings,  and  commanded  .Denny’s  detachment  to  remain  at  LeBceut,  “un- 
less it  should  be  found  necessary  to  retire  from  the  station  in  order  lo  prevent 
an  actual  contest  with  the  friendly  Indians.’’  The  Commissioners  were  asked 
to  remain  “in  such  a situation  as  will  enable  them  on  short  notice  to  resume 
the  execution  of  their  mission.’’ 

W.4S  THE  DANGER  RE.AL  ? 

The  correspondence  that  has  been  preserved  on  the  subject  indicates  that 
the  fears  of  an  Indian  war  were  well  founded  and  quite  universal  among  those  who , 
had  the  best  means  of  information.  Gen.  Wilkins  wrote  from  LeBceuf;  “The 
Indians  contrive  to  make  oppo.sition  to  the  establishment  at  Presque  Isle.  The 
Lieutenant  Governor  of  Upper  Canada  and  an  Indian  agent  were  I’lsitiug  all 
the  Indian  towns  westward,  exciting  the  Indians  to  oppose  the  Americans  and 
assuring  them  of  support  from  the  King.  * Advices  from  the  Gene- 
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seo  coiintry  state  that  every  industry  is  being  made  by  the  British  to  put  .the 
Indians  on  us.’’  The  chief  men  of  the  Six  Nations,  he  concluded,  held  a 
council  at  .Buffalo  Creek  about  the  middle  of  May.  In  a letter  of  June  5, 
from  David  Reweck  to  Gov.  Miltlin,  he  says  of  PresquS  Isle;  “I  have  not 
doubted  but  that  the  British  wish  seriously  to  posses.s  it.  ^ * * It  is 

p.retty  certainly  known  that  for  a considerable  time  past  no  ves.sol  (British)  has 
gone  up  or  down  the  lake  without  instructions  to  put  in  at  Prescpie  Isle  and 
see  whether  we  were  there  or  no.’'  About  the  same  time,  John  Polhcmus,  com- 
manding at  Fort  I'ranklin,  reported:  “From  the  best  information  that  1 have 

received  this  day,  I have  reason  to  believe  the  Indiams  will  attempt  to  make 
themselves  masters  of  this  post.”  A week  later,  he  forwarded  the  tidings  that 
three  men  on  their  way  to  Pittsburgh  from  F ranklin  were  attackoil  by  the  savages, 
two  of  whom  were  killed.  D.  .Hansom,  a trader  with  the  Indians,  deposed  on 
the  llili  of  June  that  he  ‘‘had  been  told  by  the  Broken  Twig  that  the  British 
and  Indians  were  to  laud  at  Presque  Isle  and  form  a jmiciion  v ith  Goruplanter 
on  French  Creek  and  were  then  to  clear  it  by  killing  all  the  white  people  and 
taking  all  the  posts  on  it.” 

It  is  but  fair  to  the  Senecas  and  their  chief  to  state  that  in  a letter  from 
Capt.  Denny,  dated  at  Franklin  on  the  lOth  of  June,  ho  says;  “The  Corn- 
planter  has  gone  to  another  council  at  Buffalo.  * * * He  is  extremely 

coucerned  at  the  account  given  of  their  going  to  take  up  the  hatchet;  says  they 
are  l;>ad  men  that  report  it;  that  it’s  a lie.” 

In  a communication  of  the  12th  of  Juno  from  Gen.  Chapin  to  the  Vfar 
Department,  he  declares:  “I  am  afraid  of  the  consequences  of  the  attempt  to 
settle  Presque  Isle  at  present.  The  Indians  do  not  acknowdedge  the  validity 
of  the  Cornplanter’s  sale  to  Pennsylvania.” 

Vv'e  have  gaihered  the  testimony  on  this  point  at  more  length  than  may  seem 
necessary,  because  of  its  relation  to  other  events  that  will  be  detailed  in  a sub- 
sequent chapter. 

.\  LENGTHY  UlSCUSSION. 

The  people  of  the  western  counties  were  highly  indignaut  at  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  proceedings  for  settlement,  and,  without  knowing  the  reason  that 
prompted  Gov.  Mifflin,  hotly  condemned  what  they  called  his  timidity.  The 
Governor,  howcvv  r,  soon  righted  himself  by  spreading  the  intelligence  abroad 
that  he  had  acted  in  pursuance  of  a special  recjnest  from  President  'A^ashing- 
ton.  He  was  of  the  belief,  in  common  with  most  of  the  citizens  of  the  State, 
t'uat  there  was  more  bluster  than  sincerity  in  the  threats  of  the  Indians,  and 
tbat  the  best  way  was  to  go  right  on,  and,  if  necessary,  whip  them  into  acqui- 
escence. Gen.  Irvine  wrote  from  Pittsburgh:  “ People  here  are  astonished  at 
the  conr.~:eof  the  Greneral  Government.  1 could  have  taken  500 — some  mounted, 
some  riflemen,  of  such  as  Avould  have  effectually  awed  the  savages  and 
British.  ’ A long  correspondence  took  place  betAA'eou  Mifflin  and  the  Federal 
authorities,  in  tvhich  the  Governor  argued  earnestly  in  favor  of  the  right  of 
the  State  to  prote  d its  own  territory  and  endeavored  to  convince  the  Cabinet 
of  the  folly  of  suspending  the  operations. 

AN  IMPORTANT  COUNCIL. 

The  council  referred  to  by  Denny  was  held  at  the  month  of  Buffalo  Creek 
on  the  ISth  of  June.  It  was  attendeil  by  Gen.  Chapin,  as  representative  of 
tlio  United  States,  who  found  the  Indians  “much  agitated  with  regard  to  the 
movements  made  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.”  He  left  Buffalo  on  the  19th, 
in  company  with  si.vteen  chiefs  and  warriors  and  a British  Indian  agent,  who 
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acted  as  interpreter,  for  Presque  ls!o,  u'bich  they  leached  on  the  24-tb.  Find- 
ing no  person  tliere,  they  ^proceeded  to  LeBreuf  that  evening,  where  they  mot 
Capt.  Foany  and  htr.  Fllicott,  one  of  the  State  Commissioners,  who  had  re- 
cently come  up  from  Pittsburgh.  In  the  consultation  which  ensued,  the  Ihdiane 
objected  to  the  estuhlishment  of  garrisons  in  this  (juarter  in  the  professed  be- 
lief that  it  would  involve  them  in  a war  with  the  Western  Indians.  They 
also  claimed  that  the  lauds  ^\ere  not  legally  purchased  from  them  by  Pennsyl- 
vania. Ellicott  and  Denny  replied  that  the  purchase  was  as  openly  and  fairly 
made  as  any  that  had  ever  taken  place.  The  Indians  returned  to  PuiTalo, 
W'hero  another  council  was  held  on  the  4th  of  July,  at  which  it  was  determined 
to  maintain  their  rights  by  force.  In  a communication  of  July  17,  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  to  the  Governor,  he  reported  that  Chapin  had  sent  word  t’uat, 
had  he  not  proceeded  to  LeBcenf  and  the  surveyors  not  susjrended  operations, 
blood  would  certainly  have  been  shed. 

FORT  LE  BCEUF  .VXD  ITS  GARRISOX. 

Denny  begged  of  Gen.  Gibson  on  the  27th  of  June  for  “ a few  militia,”  on 
the  gi’ound  that  a number  of  his  meu  at  Le  Bi.euf  were  ill  with  the  flu.v  and 
others  had  to  be  detached.  To  the  Governor  be  reported  on  the  4th  of  July; 
“ Have  been  busy  erecting  a stockade  post.  Moved  the  detachment  in  yester- 
day. Arn  now  beyond  the  piower  of  any  body  of  hostile  Indians.  2sone  have 
been  around  since  the  party  on  the  24th.  Hear  tiring  almost  daily,  but  whether 
friends  or  foes  is  uncertain.’'  Ellicott  wrote  on  the  1st  of  August;  “ The  In- 
dians consider  themselves  as  our  enemies  and  that  we  are  theirs.  From  this 
consideration  they  never  come  near  the  garrison  except  as  spies  and  then  es- 
cape as  soon  as  discovered.”  Denny  notified  tlie  Governor  on  the  same  date 
that  they  had  four  block -houses  at  LeBceuf,  on  two  of  which  a siv-pounder  was 
mounted,  the  others  not  being  calcrJ-ated  for  cannon.  Over  each  gate  was  a 
swivel.  The  officers  occupied  their  tents  in  the  absence  of  more  agreeable 
quarters.  The  situation  he  regarded  as  excellent,  except  that  there  was  a hol- 
low way  parallel  with  the  rear  of  the  works  and  within  gunshot  that  would 
“ cover  any  number  of  Indians.”  This  was  examined  every  morning  before 
the  gates  were  thrown  open.  A few  days  pj’evious,  two  or  three  Indians  were 
seen  “reviewing  the  plan,”  who  seemed  disappointed  when  a white  flag  was 
hoisted.  The  troops  at  the  po5d  numbered  one  hundred  and  ten,  inclusive  of 
officers.  Ellicott  regarded  the  garrison  as  being  “ in  excellent  order,”  and 
that  it  could,  “if  supplied  with  provisions,  safely  bid  defiance  to  all  the  In- 
dians between  the  Genesee  and  2Iississippi  Divers.” 

On  the  lOtb  of  September,  a man  named  Dickson  was  fired  at  by  a party  of 
Indians  and  wounded  in  two  places,  while  working  in  a field  within  a hundred 
and  fifty  yards  of  the  settlement  at  Cussewago,  below  LeBcenf.  The  news  of 
the  atrocious  act  spread  like  wildfire,  and  excited  a universal  desire  among  the 
whites  for  retaliation. 

Denny  complained  to  the  Governor,  on  the  1st  of  October,  that  “ the  men 
are  very  naked;  few  of  them  have  anything  but  their  summer  dress,  and  that 
in  rags,  and  the  most  of  them  are  barefooted.  ” Again,  on  the  1st  of  November, 
he  sent  word;  “ For  want  of  clothing,  particularly  shoe.s,  there  are  numbers  of 
the  men  who  are  almost  useless.  * * The  fellows  wdio  are  barefooted  euffer 
with  the  snow.”  A letter  from  M'ilkins,  of  the  10th  of  October,  gave  more 
favorable  accounts  from  LeBceuf  and  Franklin.  The  British  inlluence  over 
the  Six  Nations,  he  stated,  had  been  greatly  affected  by  the  defeat  which  the 
IVestern  Indians  sustained  from  Gen.  Wayne's  army  in  August.  A number  of 
Six  Nation  Indians  were  in  the  battle  at  Maumee,  and  on  getting  back  to  their 
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homes  told  the  most  terrifying-  stories  of  Wayne’s  skill  and  bravery.  Mr. 
Ellicott  set  out  for  the  older  sections  of  tlie  State  on  the  28d  of  October,  and 
%vas  in  Plnlaaclpliia  on  the  30th  of  Doconiber.  An  oj'dor  vas  issued  by  the 
Governor  to  Gen.  hVilJdus  on  the  20th  of  October  to  raise  one  hundred  and 
tlii.rtv  for  si-v  'monibs.  after  the  e.vpiration  of  the  service  of  the  detachment 
at  LeBceuf,  for  the  maijhennnce  of  that  poG  a.nd  the  completion  of  the  Eresqne 
Isle  enlorprise.  Each  p^hvale  was  to  receire  60  s}ulling.s  a month,  besides 
tlie  custouuiry  rations.  The  old  detachment  was  relieved  liy  the  new  recruits 
in  the  closing  ])art  of  Jlecember. 

A TREAT”  or  it:ace. 

By  the  efforts  of  Timothy  ITckering.  re]>resenting  the  United  States,  a 
treaty  of  peace  was  conoinded  with  the  Si.v  Nations  at  Ccnuandaigna,  N.  Y.,  on 
the  jltli  of  Novemi.->er,  in  w’nich  they  anreservedly  acknowledged,  the  title  of 
Pennsvlvania  to  the  Triangle,  and  for  theroselves  and,  their  snccessors;  released 
all  claims  iipou  the  lands  within  its  limits,  'this  hapjiy  conclusion  vras  much 
hastened  by  the  terror  of  Anthony  Wajme’s  name  and  victories.  As  soon  as 
tidiu'-’-s  of  the  treaiv  reacted  Washington,  word  was  sent  b^■  the  P]-e5udent  tc 
Gov.  hfii’iiin  th.at  the  ternp-orai'y  obstacles  to  the  establishment  were  removed. 
It  being  too  late  in  the  season  when  the  good  news  arrived  at  Le  Bovuf  to  do 
any  effective  work  at  Prescpie  Isle,  the  detachment  remained  at  the  former 
]50Bt  until  early  spring.  The  force  there  on  tlie  27th  of  March,  1795,  consisted 
uf  ninety-nine  in  all. 

While  Ellicott  was  at  Le  Bceuf,  in  ihe  summer  of  1791,  he  laid  out  the 
town  of  'Waterford,  the  plan  of  which  was  atiertvard  sanctioned  by  the  Legis- 
laiui’e.  An  act  for  laying  out  towns  at  Presr^ue  Isle,  Le  Bceuf.  Yenaugo  and 
Couewa-ngo  (Erie,  Waterford.  Franklin  and  ’Warren)  passed  that  body  in  A.pril, 
1795,  being  the  second  in  regard  to  the  lirst-nacned  ])Uice.  This  la\s'  also 
repealed  the  one  of  April  S,  1793,  quoted  i'n  the  beginning  of  this  chapter. 

Ytaj.  Craig,  of  the  United  States  Army,  stationed  at  Pittsburgh,  reported  to 
the  Secretary  of  War  o.o  the  2dth  of  May,  1795,  that  ‘’the  Sltate  troops  at  Ijo 
Bmuf  arc  nearly  all  disbanded.  Capt.  Buchanan.”  he  says,  “ who  commanded 
at  that  post  (Denny  having  left),  arrived  liere  yesterday  V7ith  the  greater  part 
of  the  men  under  his  command,  who  are  all  discharged.”  In  Buchanan’s 
commnnicTtion  io  the  GVovornor,  of  Juno  19,  he  states,  however,  that  Lieut. 
Mehaffey,  with  twenty-six  men,  jnarched  from  Pittsburgh  with  Commissioners 
Irvi.ne  and  Ellicott  toward  Le  Bceuf.  lie,  Buchanan,  o.vpected  to  start  that 
day  with  the  balance  of  the  escort.  Tins  vrould  imply  that  a new  set  of  men 
had  been  enlisted  for  the  pur]>ose.  In  Denny’s  report  of  liis  operations,  he 
thus  describes  the  location  at  Presque  l:de:  “A  mile  and  a half  in  some 

directions  from  the  old  French  fort  the  land  appears  to  have  been  under  culti- 
vation, or  at  least  cleared,  but  is  now  grown  up  thick  with  young  chestnut  and 
linn.  The  fort  has  been  a regular  pentagon,  but  the  work  was  very  light.  The 
parapet  don't  exceed  five  feet,  and  ihe.'diich  not  more.  The  walls  of  the  mag- 
azine, of  stone,  are  standing,  and  may  be  repaired.  The  umll  may  also  be 
easily  made  tit  for  use.”  He  mentions  that  “ among  the  store.ssent  up  by  the 
State”  was  a complete  set  of  irons  for  a saw  mill.”  , 

nEGI.VNIN'G  or  THE  TOWX  OF  ERIE. 

Some  two  hundred  men  from  Wayne’s  army  lauded  at  Presque  Isle  early  in 
the  spring  of  1795,  under  command  of  Bussell  Bissell.  The}"  set  to  work 

at  oncG,  cutting  timber  for  block-houses,  of  which  two  were  erected  on  the  bluff 
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ovorlooking  tiie  euiraiice  to  the  harbni-,  just  east  of  the  mouth  of  Creek.* 
They  al.-^o  cleared  a good  deal  of  land- to  raise  coro  for  the  use  of  tlie  garrison. 
In  June,  Jallioott  and  Irvine.  Cojumissionors,  arriv(3d,  accompanied  by  a cor})s 
of  surveyers,  and  escorted  b}  Stab  troops  under  command  of  Gant.  John  Grubb, 
to  lay  out  the  town  of  Erie  as  rcrjuired  by  the  act  of  Assembly.  How  long  they 
remained  it  is  impossible  to  ascertain.  The  troops  under  Bissell  built-  a saw 
mill  the  next  season  at  the  mouth  of  ?dill  Creek,  which  was  the  iirst  in  Erie 
County,  and  gave  name  to  the  stream.  The  command  would  seen»  to  liave  been 
kept  up  until  about.  IbOG,  being  successively  in  charge,  after  Bis.^ell,  who  con- 
tinued until  1799,  of  Capts.  ilamtramck,  Lyman  and  McCall,  and  Con.  Callen- 
der Irvine,  a son  of  Coniraissionor  Irvine. 


A bloody  incident  ocenrred  on  the  22d  of  May,  1795,  which  was  afterward 
the  cause  of  much  discussion  and  litigation,  on  account  of  which  we  will  give 
the  cotemporary  statemeut.s  in  regard  to  it  found  in  the  Pennsylvania  Archives. 
Denny  wrote  to  the  (-lovernor  froci  Pittslnu-gli  on  the  29th  of  May;  ‘ ‘ Four  men 
were  attacked  on  Saturday  last  by  a party  of  Indians  lying  in  wait  on  the  road 
two  leile-s  from  P.resque  Isle.  One  was  found  scalped;  the  fate  of  the  other 
three  is  not  kno-wn.”  A letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Gov.  Mifflin, 
dated  the  5th  of.  June,  referring  to  the- oeeurrenco,  says:  “It  is  not  improbable 
that  the  attack  was  in  retaliation,  because  a family  of  friendly  Indians  on  the 
Allegheny,  returning  from  th.jir  winter  hunt,  had  been  tired  upon  in  May  by  a 
parly  of  white  men,  htuI  two  of  the  Indians  badly  wounded.’’  The  man  who 
was  killed  -urns  named  Pialph  Kntledge,  and  one  of  the  other  three  was  his  son, 
who  was  foiurd  scalped  but  living,  and  was  carried  to  the  fort  at  W’ateriord  for 
medical  treatment,  where  he  died  shortly  after.  These  were  the  tii'st  known 
deaths  in  the  county.  The  body  of  the  elder  Kutledge  was  found  near  the  site 
of  the  Hnion  depot  in  Erie,  and  was  buried  on  the  spot  whej’o  he  died. 


O wo]:k  upon  Erie  County  would  be  complete  without  a sketch  of  the 


career  of  Gen.  Anthony  I'Javne,  w’hoie  last  sickness,  death  and  burial  are 
inseparably  associated  with  its  history.  He  was  born  in  the  towii.ship  of 
Eastown,  Chester  County,  Peuii.,  on  the  1st  of  January,  174.5,  being  the  son 
of  Isaac  AYayne,  who  served  several  terms  as  a member  of  the  Provincial  Leg- 
islature and  took  p.art  in  one  or  more  Indian  e.xpeditions.  After  receiving  a 
good  education,  Anthony  embraced  the  profession  of  a surveyor,  at  which  ho 
was  engaged  for  a brief  period  in  his  native  county.  In  1765-66,  lievi.-^iteMl 
Xova  Scotia  as  the  agent  of  a Philadelphia  land  association,  and  on  returning 
heme  was  elected  to  several  county  offices.  lie  formed  an  early  friendship 
with  Dr.  Hrauklin,  and,  like  him,  was  one  of  the  first  to  e.spouso  the  cause  of 
American  independence.  A member  of  the  Assembly  in  1774,  and  of  the  Pro- 
vincial Convention  in  the  same  year,  to  consider  the  troubles  with  Great  Brit- 

=^The  troops  tD»Mv;ly  ‘.TPrtv'l  yerir ; tb*"*  warehoti-,^*  fin  'i  stockades  were  not  completed  utitil  the  next 

year,  after  tbe  saw  mill  was  pl.iced  in  opdrati'di.  Tli  - supplies  for  ttiA  citnimirid  were  brougnt  by  vessel  from  Detroit. 
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ain,  lie  beccm'ie  one  of  Uio  Committpe  of  Safety  in  1775.  Uelieving  war  to  bo 
inevitable,  he  resigned  his  civil  office  iir  Seyjtember,  and,  after  some  timo  spent 
in  mililaiw  study  and  practice,  raised  a regiment,  of  which  he  was  cominis- 
doued  Colonel.  His  first  service  wais  with  Gcii.  tSullivan  in  iho  spring  of  1770, 
and  ho  boro  a brilliant  part  in  the  battle  of  Three  Hivers,  Canada.  AYhentho 
eypeditiotr  roturned,  he  y.es  placed  irr  chavg-p  of  the  posts  of  Tieonderoga  and 
Alt.  Independence.  In  FebrufU’y,  1777,  he  was  comniipsioued  a Brigadier 
General,  and  served  with  Washington  in  the  New  Jersey  and  Delaware  Valley 
campaign.  On  the  20t.h  of  September,  1777,  while  stationed  at  Paoli,  near  his 
Chester  County  home,  with  a detachment  of  1.500  men,  his  }>osition  was  be- 
trayed by  soirre  tories  to  the  enemy,  who  fell  upon  him  daring  the  night  and 
killed  and  wounded  one-tenth  of  his  command.  By  W'ayno’s  coolness  and 
bravery,  his  little  army  was  rallied,  and  retreated  to  a place  of  safety.  This 
wms  the  affair  generally  known  as  the 

“ M.i£6.VCF,E  OF  PAOLI.” 

“A  court-martial  convened  by  Gen.  AVashington,  at  AAT'iyne's  urgent  re- 
quest, decided,  after  minute  investigation,  that  he  did  evei’vthing’  that  could 
be  expected  from  an  active,  brave  and  gallant  officer  under  the  orders  wduch  he 
then  had.”  lie  led  the  attack  of  the  American  right  wing  at  Germantown,  and 
received  the  special  applau.se  of  A\'a.shiugton  for  his  conduct  at  Monmouth. 
His  surprise  and  captiu’e  of  Stony  Point,  one  of  the  strongest  British  positions 
on  the  Hudson,  was  among  the  most  gallant  events  of  the  war,  and  elicited  res- 
olutioas  of  thanks  from  Congress  and  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.  After 
other  valuabio  services  in  the  North,  AMiyne  was  transferred  to  the  South, 
where  he  co-operated  with  marked  skill  in  the  orieratious  which  led  to  the  sur- 
render of  Cornwallis.  His  last  sphere  of  duty  during  the  Iievolutiou  was  in 
Georgia,  from  which  ho  succeeded  in  driving  the  enemv.  He  was  distinguished 
in  all  councils  of  war  for  supporting  the  most  energetic  measures,  from  which, 
and  from  his  wonderful  dash  and  courage,  he  won  the  popular  appellation  of 
“ Mad  Anthony.”  At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  retired  to  his  farm  in  Chester 
County.  He  was  called  inl7S9  to  serve  in  the  Pennsylvania  convention,  and  in 
that  body  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  United  States  Constitution  with  all  of 
his  old-time  earnest.ae.ss  and  patriotism. 

HIS  WESTEEX  CAMPAIGN. 

In  the  year  1792,  AVayne  was  commissioned  a Major  General,  and  assigned  to 
the  Northwestern  frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing  the  Indians  into  subjec- 
tion. After  various  minor  engagements,  he  gained  a signal  victory  over  the 
savages  on  the  Ma’imee,  in  August.  179-1.  His  skill,  promptness  and  bravery 
made  a strong  impression  among  the  hostile  tribes,  and  they  hastened  to  sue 
for  forgiveness.  He  was  then  appointed  sole  Commissioner  to  deal  with  them 
on  the  ]>art  of  the  United  States,  and  effected  a Beaty  of  peace  at  Greenville, 
Ohio,  in  1795,  which  paved  the  way  for  the  settlement  of  Northwestern  Penn- 
sylvania and  Northern  Ohio. 

SICKNESS  AND  HEATH. 

Gen.  AVayne’s  mission  being  fultilled,  in  the  fall  of  1790  he  embarked  in  a 
small  vessel  at  Detroit  for  Presque  Isle,  now  Erie,  on  his  way  homeward. 
During  the  passage  clown  the  lake,  ho  v.'as  attacked  with  the  gout,  which  had 
afflicted  him  for  some  years,  and  been  much  aggravated  by  his  exposure  in  the 
AVestern  wilds.  The  vessel  being  without  suitaiilo  remedies,  he  could  obtain  no 
relief,  and  on  landing  at  Presque  Isle  was  iu  a dangerous  condition.  By  hie 
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own  roqiiest,  ho  was  token  to  one  of  the  block  houses  on  the  Garri.son  tract,  tho 
attic  of  wliich  hah  been  titted  up  as  a slee])ine;  apartment.  Dr.  J.  C.  Wallace, 
who  had  served  witli  him  as  a snr^eon  dnriiq^  his  Indian  campaign,  and  who 
was  familiar  with  his  disease,  was  then  stationed  at  I'ort  Fayette,  Pittsburgh. 
Tho  General  sent  a messenger  for  the  doctor,  and  tho  latter  started  instantly 
for  Erie,  bill  on  reaching  FrankHn  was  astc'uished  to  learn  the  news  of  his 
death,  which  occuried  on  the  l'»th  of  December.  17bG.  During  hi.s  ilLuese 
every  attention  was  p;>id  to  the  distinguislietl  invalid,  that  circnmstances  would 
permit.  Two  days  after  his  death  tho  body  was  buried,  as  ho  had  directed,  iji 
a plain  coffin,  with  his  uniform  and  hoots  on,  at  tho  foot  of  tho  flagstafl'  of  the 
block-houso.  Among  those  who  helped  to  lay  out  and  inter  the  romaius  was 
Ca]>t.  Daniel  Dobbins,  long  one  of  the  best  known  citizens  of  Erie.  The  top 
of  the  coffin  was  marked  with  the  initials  of  his  name,  ‘‘A.  Yv.,”  bis  age  and 
the  year  of  his  decease  in  round-headed  brass  tacks,  driven  ixrto  the  wood. 

HIS  APPE.iKAXCE  AND  BEARING. 

An  account  of  Geii.  A'ayne  at  the  age  of  thirty  two  describes  him  as 
“about  middle  size,  with  a linn,  manly  couuteuance,  comraanding  port  and 
eagle  eye.  His  looks  corresponded  wmll  with  his  character,  indicating  a soul 
noble,  ardent  and  daring.  In  his  intercourse  with  his  officers  and  men.  he  was 
ail'able  and  agTeeable.  and  had  the  art  of  communicating  to  their  bosoms  the 
gallant  and  chivalrous  spirit  whicli  glowed  in  his  owu.  His  dress 

was  scrupulously  neat  and  elegant,  liis  movements  rvere  rprick,  his  manners 
easy  and  grace- fui.” 

DISINTERMENT  OF  TUE  REMAINS. 

In  the  fall  of  ISOS,  Gen.  Wayne’s  daughter,  Afis.  Alice,  rvas  taken  serious- 
ly ill.  While  upon  her  sick  bed.  she  was  seized  with  a strong  desire  to  have 
her  father’s  I'omaius  moved  to  the  family  burying  ground.  Idealizing  that  it 
was  her  last  siclmoss  and  auNious  to  console  her  dving  moments,  Cok  Isaac 
W ayne,  the  General’s  son,  consented  to  come  on  to  Erie  for  the  purpose  of 
complying  v/ith  her  wishes.  The  journey  was  made  in  the  spring  of  1800, 
through  v,Tiat  was  then  a wilderness  for  much  of  the  distance,  rvith  a hor&o  and 
sulky.  On  arriving  in  Erie,  Col.  AVhayne  put  u]->  at  Duehler’s  Hotel,  and  sent 
for  Dr.  Wallace,  the  same  one  who  had  been  called  to  minister  to  the  General. 
The  Doctor  agreed  to  attend  to  the  disinterment  and  preparation  of  the  re- 
mains, a.ud  Col.  Y'ayne  gave  liim  entire  cluu'ge  of  the  operation,  declining  to 
witness  it  on  the  ground  that  he  preferred  to  remember  his  father  as  he  knew 
him  "when  living.  Thirteen  years  having  elapsed,  it  was  supposed  that  tho 
corpse  would  be  decomposed,  but,  on  opeuing  the  gr;ive,  all  present  were 
amazed  to  liud  the  body  petritled  with  the  e.vception  of  orie  foot  and  leg,  which 
were  partially  gone.  The  boot  on  the  unsound  leg  had  decayed  and  most  of 
the  clothing  was  mis.sing,  Dr.  Wallace  se[)arated  tho  body  into  convenient 
parts  and  placed  tlieni  in  a kettle  of  boiling  water  until  the  llesh  could  be  re- 
moved from  the  bones.  He  then  carefully  scraped  the  bones,  packed  them  in 
a small  box  and  returned  the  flesh,  tvith  the  implements  used  in  the  operation, 
to  tne  coffin,  which  had  been  left  undisturbed,  and  it  was  again  covered  over 
with  earth.  Tho  box  was  secured  to  Col.  YVayuo’s  sulky  and  carried  to  East- 
ern Pennsylvania,  M'here  the  contents  were  deposited  in  a second  grave  among 
those  of  tho  General’s  deceased  relatives.  In  the  labor  of  dissection,  which  took 
place  on  the  garrison  grounds.  Dr.  Wallace  was  assisted  by  Kobert  Murray,  Hob- 
ert  Irwin,  Richard  Clement  and  perhaps  others.  Gen.  Wayne's  sound  boot  was 
given  to  James  iHuican,  v,  ho  found  that  it  htted  him,  had  a mate  made  for  it 
and  wore  the  pair  until  they  could  no  longer  be  used. 
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APPEAR.ijrCE  OF  THE  BODY. 

At  fbo  time  of  the  disinterment.  Oapt.  Doljbins  and  fuTiiily  were  living  on 
the  G.-tnisou  grounds  iu  a large  ImiMiug  erected  for  the  use  of  the  command- 
ing ofi-icer.  Airs.  .Dolibius  vras  aUo\v’ed  to  look  at  the  body,  V\’ith  some  of  her 
lady  acquaintances,  and  obtained  a lock  of  the  dead  hero’s  hair.  She  had  a vivid 
vec  dlection  of  the  incident  when  nearly  iuhor  one  hundredth  year.  The  body, 
she  said,  ^Yaa  not  hard  like  stone,  but  was  luoro  of  the  consiatency  of  soft  chrilk. 
The  hairs  of  the  head  pulled  out  readily,  aud  the  general  appearance  of  the 
corpse  was  much  li.ko  that  of  a plaster  of  Paris  cast. 

In  explanation  of  I>r.  Wallace's  cirurse.  it  is  argued  tluit  he  acted  in  accord- 
ance with  what  the  circumstances  of  the  case  seemed  to  require.  It  was 
necessary  that  the  remains  should  be  placed  in  as  small  a space  as  possible,  to 
accommodate  the  moans  of  conveyance.  Ool.  Wayne  is  reported  to  have  saifl, 
in  regard  to  the  affair:  “I  always  regretted  it;  had  I known  the  state  the 

remains  wore  in  before  separated  I think  I should  certainly  have  had  lliem 
again  deposited  there  and  let  them  rest,  and  had  a monument  ereclod  to  his 
memory.” 

William  H.  Holstein,  a grandson  of  Gea.  Wayne,  in  a letter  printed  in  the 
Eric  Ob-^erver  of  February  13,  ISSO,  states  that  “Col.  Yrayue  was  not  aware 
of  the  condition  of  his  father’s  remains  until  all  was  completed  or  he  would 
not  have  consented  to  the  removal.’’ 

A BECO.XD  DISJXTERMENT. 

Some  yeevrs  ago,  Dr.  Germor,  of  Erie,  who  has  a profound  veneration  for 
Wayne’.s  memory,  read  a sketch  of  the  burial  aud  removal,  and  wag  prompted 
to  look  up  the  place  of  the  grave.  He  ilrst  ascertained  the  site  of  the  block- 
house, which  had  long  before  disappeared  with  the  other  structures,  and  dig- 
ging down  at  the  prc^bable  foot  of  the  tiagstatl  readily  found  the  grave  aud 
coffin.  The  lid  of  the  coffin,  with  the  initials,  etc.,  before  described,  upon  it, 
was  fairly  preserved,  but  the  balance  had  mostly  rotted  away.  Largely  through 
the  efforts  of  Dr.  Germer  aud  Capt.  Welsh,  an  appropriation  was  obtained 
from  the  Legisiatime,  with  wffiich  a substantial  log  block-house  iu  imitation  of 
the  original  was  built  to  mark  the  site,  aud  the  grounds  were  surrounded  by  a 
railing  with  cannon  at  each  of  the  four  corners.  The  grave  has  been  neatly 
and  substantially  built  u})  with  stone,  aud  the  coffin  lid,  with  other  relics  of  the 
early  days,  is  carefully  sheltered  within  the  block-house — the  whole  forming 
a.s  appropriate  a monument  to  the  hero  as  could  well  bo  devised. 

ms  EASlEliX  TOMB. 

The  "Wavne  family  burial  ground,  whore  the  bones  of  the  gallant  General 
repose,  is  in  the  cemetery  attached  to  St.  David’s  Episcopal  Church,  at  Ead- 
nor,  Delaware  County,  not  far  from  tlie  Chester  County  line,  less  than  an 
hour’s  walk  from  Wayue  Station,  on  the  Pennsylvania  Kailroad,  and  fourteen 
miles  west  from  Philadelphia.  Not  far  distant  is  Paoli,  the  scene  of  the  mas- 
sacre which  v/as  so  bx'illiantly  avenged  at  Stony  Point.  The  Pennsylvania 
State  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  erected  a monument  over  the  grave  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1809,  which  is  still  in  positiou.  In  close  proximity  are  the  last 
resting  places  of  Gen.  TVayne’s  wife,  son  and  daughter,  aud  of  numerous  re- 
lations. The  house  where  Wayue  was  born,  near  Paoli,  is  still  standing,  or 
wp.i  in  1871),  and  his  do-sceudants,  who  occupy  it,  have  collected  and  preserved 
many  articles  of  interest  as  having  been  associated  ivith  his  long  and  illustri- 
ous career. 
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- CKAPTEIi  XI. 

MaTTKKS. 

ON  the  3d  of  April,  1792.  one  mouth  after  the  cession  of  the  Triangle,  the 
Gieneral  Assembly  passed  an  act  for  the  encouragement  of  emigration  to  the 
newly  acquired  territory.  This  measure,  generally  known  as  the  ‘"'actual  set- 
tlement law,”  v/as  in  substance  as  follows: 

The  lands  north  and  west  of  tlfb  I’ i vers  Ohio,  i llegheny  and  Conewango 
are  to  be  sold  to  any  person  ''.rho  will  cultivate,  improve  and  settle  the  same, 
or  cause  them  to  be  improved  and  settled,  at  £7  10  shillings  for  every  hundred 
acres,  with  an  allowance  of  six  per  cent  for  roads,  etc. 

A)n  application  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office,  giving  a de.scription  of 
the  lands  aptdied  for,  a w.arrant  is  to  be  issued  to  tho  applicant  for  any  quan- 
tity not  exceeding  400  acres. 

The  lands  are  to  be  divided  into  proper  districts  and  one  Deputy  Surveyor 
is  to  be  appointed  for  each  district. 

2\o  title  shall  vest  in  the  lauds  unle.=s  the  grantee  has.  prior  to  the  issuance 
of  his  w'arrant,  made  or  caused  to  be  made,  or  shall,  withiu  two  years  next 
after  the  same,  make  or  cause  to  be  made  an  actual  settlement  thereon,  by 
clearing,  fencing  and  cultivating  at  least  two  acres  for  every  hundred  in  one 
survey,  and  erected  a house,  and  resided  or  caused  a family  to  reside  on  tho 
same  for  tlie  five  years  immediately  followdug;  and  in  default  thereof  new ’.v'ar- 
rants  shall  be  issued  to  actual  settlers;  provided,  that  if  any  such  actual  settler 
or  grantee  "shall,  by  force  of  arms  of  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  be  p>re- 
venied  from  making  such  scttlernent,  or  be  driven  therefrom,  and  shall  persist 
in  his  endeavors  to  make  such  actual  seUiemenU  then,  in  either  case,  he  and 
his  heirs  shall  be  enJitled  io  have  and  to  hold  such  lands  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  the  actual  settlement  had  been  made.’’'’ 

The  lands  actually  settled  and  improved  are  to  remain  chargeable  with  the 
purchase  money  and  interest,  and  if  the  grantee  shall  neglect  to  apply  for  a 
warrant  for  ten  years  after  the  ]'ias.'agc  of  this  act,  nnless  hindered  by  death  or 
the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  the  lands  may  be  granted  to  others  by  war- 
rants reciting  the  defaults.  The  lands  settled  under  this  legislation  are  to  be 
free  from  taxation  for  ten  years. 

PENXSYLVAXIA.  POPri.ATlON  COilPAXY. 

Soon  after  the  “actual  settlement  law  ” was  enacted,  the  Pennsylvania 
Population  Company  was  formed  at  Philadelphia,  the  avowed  purpose  of 
which  was  to  settle  tho  lands  of  the  Triangle.  John  Nicholson,  the  famous 
land  speculator,  was  elected  President,  and  Mes.srs.  Cazeuove,  Irvine,  IMead, 
Lect,  Huge  and  Stewart,  managers.  The  stock  of  the  corporation  consisted  of 
2,500  shares,  each  of  which  represented  or  was  intended  to  represent  200  acres. 
The  title  to  the  lands  purchased  was  to  be  vested  in  trustees,  to  bo  held  in 
common,  and  the  proceeds  were  to  be  divided,  ]iro  rata,  among  the  stockhold- 
ers. Previous  to  the  organization  of  the  company,  Mr.  Nicholson  haO  applied 
for  800  warrants  in  the  I'rlangic,  and  on  the  waters  of  Beaver  Biver,  to 
be  located  in  bis  own  name.  These  he  transferred  to  the  corporation,  which 
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pniii  for  tliera  and  perfected  tlio  title.  The  eomi>any  also  took  up  about  500 
additional  ^Yarrauts  in  .Erie  and  Crawford  Counties.  Tbo  lauds  located  by  the 
Popub-ii  io}'.  Company  embraced  the  Avboie  Triano-le  excein  the  Erie  and  C-arri- 
son  State  lleservos  and  Irvine's  Reservation.  The  coi']')oration  vvas’  dissolved 
in  iSl  I , after  the  la.st  vrar  with  Co'eat  Eritain,  and  the  remaining  lauds  and 
unsettled  coTitraots  for  the  .sale  of  lands  passed  into  thehanihsof  the  individual 
lueniber.s. 

.V  GPvEAT  L.ANU  SPF.CUI..ATOR. 

“ Jolm  Nicholson,”  says  the  author  of  the  Kistorieal  Annals  of  Fennsyl- 
vania,  “was  Comptrolier  of  the  State  from  1782  to  170-1,  during  which  liino 
S27,U00.000  of  public  money  ]:>assod  through  his  hands  under  circumstances 
of  peculiar  eo:n[>lieation  and  ditliculty,  arising  from  the  then  state  of  paper 
money  and  the  G-overnmeut  credit.  He  became  the  object  of  political  ]>e.se- 
cution,  and  resigned  his  ollice.  His  jauvate  transactions  wmre  very  extensive. 
At  this  period  he  was  the  owner  of  about  3.7O0,0i)0  acres  of  land  in  Ponn.syl- 
vania,  besi^les  large  po-ssessions,  real  and  personal,  elsewhere.  To  ineot  his 
various  pecuniary  engiigoruents  for  these  lauds,  ho  formed  Joint-stock  compa- 
nies, to  which  ho  conveyed  a large  portion  of  them.  His  affairs  became  ein- 
br.rrassed;  lie  was  coirunitted  to  prison,  and  died  iji  coniinement  and  insane 
during  the  year  ISDO.  So  early  as  the  IVlh  and  ISth  of  jiarch,  17'J7,  deeds 
had  been  made  to  the  Pennsylvania  Laud  Company,  and  individual  creditors 
ha  ! obl.ained  judgments  against  him.  The  commcnweadth  had  an  immense 
claim  against  him  for  unsettled  land  warrants,  .stock  accounts,  and  other  iteins, 
in  li^juidatiou  of  wliich  the  vast  amount  of  lauds  held  in  his  na.me,  throughout 
thirt3^-nine  counties,  reverted  to  the  cominouwealth,  and  were  taken  or  pur- 
chased b\‘  others.  Couilicuiug  claims,  besides  that  of  the  State,  were  previ- 
ously e.xistiug,  and  tended  greatly  to  complicate  the  title  of  these  lands.  The 
matter  was  several  times  closed  and  as  often  re-opened  by  legislative  enact- 
ments, .special  writs  and  new  lawsuits,  and,  later,  a sweeping  claim  was  made 
by  the  individual  heirs  of  Nicholson  to  an  immense  amount  of  land  through- 
out the  State — attempting  to  unseltlo  claims  supposed  to  have  been  rpaieted 
many  years  since.”  A fuller  account  of  a })art  of  the  agitation  hero  reieiTed  to 
will  be  found  in  another  place. 


PL.AO:  OF  -SETTLEMENT. 

The  Population  Corapan^v,  on  the  8th  of.  Alarch,  1793,  issued  instructions 
to  their  agents,  offering  tlie  following  iaducernents  to  settlors  in  Erie  County; 

A gift  of  15!)  acres  each  to  the  Urst.  twenty  families  that  shall  settle  on 
French  Creek. 

A similar  gift  to  the  first  twenty  families  that  shall  settle  in  the  Lake  Erie 
territory. 

A gift  of  100  acres  each  to  the  next  fifty  faioilies  (after  the  first  twenty) 
who  sliall  settle  on  Erench  Creek. 

A similar  gilt  to  the  next  fffty  families  (after  the  first  ton)  who  shall  settle 
in  the  Lake  Erie  territory. 

The  settlers  were  privileged  to  locate  on  any  lands  of  the  company  they 
chose,  and  if  they  cleared  at  least  ton  acres,  and  erected  a comfortable  house 
thereon,  in  which  they  resided,  wore  to  have  a deed  after  trvo  years.  In  case 
thev’  wore  diaven  off  b_v  the  Indians,  no  {>art  of  tlio  two  years  was  to  run 
against  them,  and  no  title  was  to  vest  in  any  ])erson  or  his  heirs  who  aban- 
doned the  lands  before  receiving  hi.s  deed. 

Thirty  thous;ind  acres  were  offered  for  sale  to  actual  settlers,  in  tracts  not 
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exoeediiig  300  acres,  at  91  per  acre,,  payable  at  tlie  option  of  the  purchaser, 
in  three  yeare,  with  interest  the  last  two  years.  The  surveys  were  to  be  made 
under  the  direction  of  the  company,  at  thoexjvenso  of  the  grantee  or  purchaser. 

HOLL.VXD  L.VNH  COMPANY. 

The  Holland  Laud  Company  was  an  organization  of  twelve  wealthy  gontie- 
rnen  living  in  Holland,  wliO  advanced  several  millions  of  dollars  to  the  Gov. 
ernmeut  during  tlie  Revolution,  through  the  intluence  of  Robert  Morris.  This 
debt  was  liquidated  after  the  establishment  of  independence,  by  the  Government, 
transferring  to  tho  company  vast  tracts  of  land  in  Western  Now  York  and 
Northwestern  Pennsylvania.  The  company  also  took  up  by  warrant  numerous 
tracts  of  land  in  Erie  and  Crawford  Counties.  These  were  issued  to  them  at 
various  times  in  17'J3,  1794  and  1795,  and  numerous  sales  were  made.  Incon- 
sequence of  tho  Indian  troubles,  the  settlers, upon  some  of  tho  tracts  were  pre- 
vented from  making  the  improvements  required  by  law  within  the  two  years 
prescribed,  and  the  titles  became  involved  in  litigation,  the  same  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Population  Company.  The  lands  of  the  Holland  Company  lay  south 
of  tlie  triangle  line,  across  the  entire  width  of  the  county.  -AJaj.  Aldeu.  the 
first  agent  of  the  cnmpany.  bad  his  h.eaclquarters  in  Crawford  County.  He  was 
succeeded  by  William  Miles,  oi'  Lnion  htiils.  In  1815,  H.  J.  HuidekvDper,  a 
member  of  the  coj-jvoration,  came  on  from  Holland,  took  charge  of  the  com- 
pany's afi'airs,  and  established  his  office  in  Meadville.  The  lands  remaining 
unsold  were  bought  by  Mr.  Huidekof'er  in  1833,  and  helped  to  create  the  largo 
fortune  vshich  he  left  at  his  decease.  . 

TENTH  DONATION  DISTRICT. 

By  an  act  of  March  12,  1783,  the  Legislature  directed  the  laying-out  of  a 
district  in  the  Northwest,  to  be  bounded  '•  by  the  Allegheny  Piiver  on  the  south- 
east as  far  up  as  the  mouth  of  the  Conewango;  thence  by  a line  due  north  to 
the  New  YMi’k  line;  thence  by  the  northern  and  western  boundaries  of  the 
States,  and  south  ” by  what  was  known  as  the  Depreciation  District,  which  ex- 
tended up  the  Beaver  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mahoning.  Those  lands  were  ap 
propriated  to  fulfill  the  promise  of  the  commonwealth,  made  on  tho  7th  of 
March,  1780,  “‘to  the  officers  and  privates  belonging  to  this  State  in  the  Fed- 
eral army,  of  certain  donations  and  quantities  of  land,  according  to  their  sev- 
eral ranks,  to  be  surveyed  and  divided  oft'  to  them,  severally,  at  the  end  of  the 
war.  They  were  surveyed  in  lots  of  froiii  200  to  500  acres  each,  enough  of 
each  kind  to  supply  the  diireront  ranks.  A Major  General  was  entitled  to 
draw’  four  tickets,  by  lottery,  for  50()  acres  each;  a Brigadier  General,  three  of 
the  same;  and  so  on  down  to  t’ue  drummers,  lifers,  corporals,  and  ‘ private 
sentinels,’  who  drew  one  ticket  of  200  acres  each.”  The  Donation  District  "svas 
divided  into  sub  districts,  each  of  which  was  known  by  its  number.  The 
Tenth  District  commenced  about  a mile  east  of  the  borouo-h  of  lYaterford  and 
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extended  eastward  across  the  present  townships  of  Amity  and  YVayne  to  the 
Warren  County  line.  It  was  surveyed  on  the  part  of  the  St-ate  in  1785  by 
David  Watts  and  AVilliam  Miles,  who  came  on  from  the  East  for  that  purpose, 
and  returned  home  on  the  comj)letion  of  their  labors.  In  laying  out  the  dis- 
trict they  made  several  provoking  errors,  among  others  running  their  lines 
into  Greene  and  Venango  Townships,  which  did  not  belong  to  the  State.  This 
blunder  was  corrected,  however,  upon  tlie  purchase  of  the  Triangle,  but  some 
of  the  other  faults  of  the  survey  led  to  much  litigatioft  and  hard  feeling.  Few 
of  the  soldiers  for  whose  benefit  the  lands  were  set  aside,  moved  on  to  them, 
the  patents  having  generally  been  disposed  of  at  a small  price  to  speculators. 
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The  object  of  the  law  'ivas  fulliilcvl  wiiliout  using  tlie  entire  district  speciiied 
for  donation  purposes,  and  the  balance  (>f  the  lands,  including  all  ihat  part  of 
Erie  Connip  not  named  above!  aird  in  t!ie  several  grants  aud  reservations,  ro- 
vertod  to  the  State. 


nAlUaSBUKG  ANi;  PRESQVn  ISJ.E  COMPANY. 

On  ihe  I3ih  of  August.  1790,  an  association  was  formed  at  Harrisburg, 
under  the  title  of  the  Harris’ourg  a7jd  Prcsepie  Isle!  Company,  for  the  purjiuse 
of  “ settling,  improving  and  jiopnlating  the  country  near  and  adjoining  to 
Ijalv'e  Erie.”  It  was  limited  to  ten  persons,  whose  nauics  were  Jlichard  Swan, 
Thomas  Forster,  John  Kean,  Alexander  Berry,hill,  Samuel  Laird,  John  A. 
Hanna,  Hubert  Harris,  .Ulchard  Dermond,  William  Kelso  and  Samuel  Ains- 
worth. The  capital  of  the  company  consisted  of  S 10,090,  of  which  no  nrember 
was  entitled  to  more  than  live  shares  of  S‘200  each.  'The  money  paid  in  was 
to  be  “ common  stock.”  and  was  to  be  invested  in  the  imrchase  of  “ inlots  and 
ontlots  in  the  towui  of  Erie  and  othei's,”  and  of  lauds  north  and  -west  of  the 
Ohio  and  Allegheny  ilivers.  T'lie  company  purchased  thirty  seven  Erie  in- 
lets and  eight  ontlots  at  the  public  sale  at  Carlisle  in  Angiist,  1796.  They 
also  obtained  possession  of  430  acres  at  the  mouth  of  IValnut  Creek,  and  of 
some  land  at  Waterford.  IMr.  Forster  camo  on  as  agent,  in  comjrauy  Avith 
Hr.  Sw’an.  in  the  spring  of  1797,  and  located  on  the  Wahiiit  Creek  property. 
By  the  fall  of  that  year,  th<‘-y  had  a shav  mill  erected,  and  tlie  next  yea!'  a grist 
mill  Avas  commenced,  Avhich  was  not  couprleted,  hoAvevpi-,  till  the  fall  of  1799. 
They  laid  out  a toAvn  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  and  called  it  FairvieAV.  Both 
Forster  and  SAvau  took  up  large  tracts  in  the  vicinity  on  their  OAvn  account. 
The  title  to  a portion  of  the  company's  property  Avas  disputed  by  the  Popula- 
tion Company,  and,  after  long  litigation,  the  Walnut  Creek  site  aves  sold  at 
Sheriff’s  sale. 

THE  AIOr.AVIAN  GRANT. 

The  “Society  of  the  'United  Brethren  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the 
Heathen” — commonly  known  as  the  Aloravians — had  long  maintained  mission- 
aries at  its  OAvn  expense  among  the  Indians,  who  contributed  largely  by  their 
Christian  example  and  teachings  to  the  peace  of  the  frontier.  In  recognition 
of  their  services,  the  State,  on  the  ,17th  of  Ajull,  1791,  A'oted  the  association 
tAvo  grants  of  land  of  2.500  .acres  each.  Avith  alioAvauce,  to  be  located  respect- 
iA'ely  on  “ the  Kiver  Connonght,  near  the  iiorthwostern  part  (if  the  State,”  and 
on  "the  head.s  of  French  Creek.”  The  society  loc.ated  2.S75  acres  in  Le’Bceuf 
Township,  Avhich  they  named  the  “Good  Luck”  tract,  :i,nd  2,797  in  Siminglield 
and  Conn(\aut  ToAA’nships,  to  Avhioh  tliey  gave  the  title  of  “ Ho..s|)itality.” 
These  lands  were  leased  until  1350,  AA'hen  they  Avere  purchased  by  K.  IHickens- 
derfer  and  James  Miles.  The  first  agent  for  the  Moravians  Avas  IVilliam  Miles,  of 
Hnion,  vvho  AA'as  succeeded  by  his  sou  James  as  manager  of  the  “Hospitality,” 
and  by  John  '\Vood,  of  Waterford,  as  manager  of  the  “ GooaI  Luck”  tract. 

THE  RESERVATIONS. 

The  Keservations  in  tho  county  Avere  four  in  jnnmber,  viz.:  Irvine's 

Keservatioii,  the  Erie  State  Keserve,  the  Waterford  State  Tleserve,  and  tho 
Garrison  Reserve. 

Irvine's  Resei'A-ation  consisted  of  2,00(,)  acres  in  Harbor  Creek  ToAvnship, 
donated  by  the  comrri(.'n wealth  to  Gen.  ll'illiam  Irvine  as  a special  reward  for 
his  >erviccs  dm'ing  the  ReA'olulion.  He  located  the  tract  Avhile  here  to  lay  out 
the  town  of  Erie.  It  Avas  reserved  in  tho  grants  to  the  Population  Company. 
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In  the  f^'ants  to  that  company,  the  State  also  reserved  a tj’act  around  the 
harbor  of  Krie,  which  became  hnown  as  the  Erie  State  Ive.serve.  It  commenced 
at  the  head  of  the  l)ay  and  ran  south  three  miles,  then  eastward,  parol iel  with 
the  lake,  eight  !uiles,  then  back  to  the  lake  shore  three  miles,  nmldng  altogeth-. 
er  some  twenty-four  scpiare  miles.  An  act  passed  the  Legislature  in  April, 
1797,  providing  for  the  sale  of  thesfe  lauds.  They  were  first  siuweyed  by 
George  IMoore  in  1795,  again  by  -lohu  Cochran  in  1796-97.  and  linallv  bv 
Thomas  Eees  in  1799.  The  latter  laid  them  out  in  three  tiers — the  one 
furthest  from  the  lake  consisting  of  150-acre  tracts,  the  second  mainly  of  130- 
acre  tracts,  and  the  last,  or  nearest  to  the  lake,  of  tracts  ranging  from  1()0  to 
50  acres.  This,  of  course,  did  not  include  the  itrlots  and  outlots  of  the  town 
of  Erie.  None  of  the  lands  were  sold  until  iSOl,  and  but  few  before  1804. 
Those  who  bought  earliest  paid  from  S3  to  S4  per  acre,  one-tlfth  in  hand,  the 
balance  in  four  equal  annual  payments.  One  party  who  owned  111  acres 
deeded  the  whole  of  it,  in  18i)4,  fora  male  slave.  The  tinal  sale  of  the  Keserve 
lands  took  place  on  the  first  Aionday.  of  August,  1833,  when  fifty-acre  tracts 
on  the  bank  of  the  lake  west  of  the  city  were  purchased  at  from  89  to  S22  per 
acre. 

The  Iteserve  at  IVaterford,  like  that  at  Erie,  was  sot  apart  by  the  State 
with  a view  to  getting  increased  prices  from  the  exiiected  rapid  grosvth  of 
that  town.  It  consisted  of  1,800  acres  in  lYaterford  Townshi}\  and  400  in 
LeBamf.  Provision  for  its  sale  was  made  in  the  act  of  1799,  and  most  of 
the  tract  had  ])assed  into  [irivato  liands  by  1804. 

The  Garrison  tract  was  provided  for  in  the  act  of  1794,  for  laying  out  a 
town  at  PrescaiG  Isle,  which  directed  the  Governor  to  reserve  ‘'out  of  the  lots 
of  the  said  town  so  much  land  as  he  shall  deem  necessary  for  jmlilic  uses;  also, 
so  much  land,  within  or  out  of  the  said  town,  as  may,  in  his  opinion,  be  wanted 
by  the  United  States  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  forts,  magazines,  arsenals 
and  dock-yards.”  It  lies  on  the  bank  of  the  bay  on  the  east  sidu  of  Erie  City, 
and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  the  United  States  Government. 

,VCAI>EMY  LAXnS. 

The  act  of  1799  provided  that  in  the  sales  of  land  500  acres  should  beheld 
back  from  each  of  the  Eeserve  tracts  at  Erie  and  AVaterferd  “for  the  use  of 
suc.h  schools  and  academies  as  may  bereafter  be  established  by  law”  in  those 
towns.  The  lands  that  fell  to  the  share  of  AVaterford  Academy  lie  in  LeL’ceut 
Township,  at  the  mouth  of  LoBanif  Creek.  They  were  sold  oik  about  1840. 
The  Erie  Academy  grant  was  in  idill  Creek  Township,  and  extended  some  dis- 
tance along  the  Al'aterford  Turnpike,  commencing  near  the  present  southern 
boundary  of  the  city.  The  land  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  vu’ivate  owners. 

srnvEYORS  and  i.ayd  agents. 

As  already  stated,  the  first  survey’  in  the  county  was  that  of  the  Tenth  Do- 
nation District,  made  by  AVatts  and  Milos  in  1785.  Under  the  act  of  1792,  the 
territory  north  and  west  of  the  Ohio,  Allegheny  and  Conewaugo  Eivers.  was 
divided  into  five  districts,  each  of  which  was  a.ssigued  to  a Deputy  Surveyor. 
District  No.  1 was  thus  described:  “Beginning  on  the  bank  of  Lake  Erie  at 
the  northeast  corner  of  the  tract  purchased  by  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  of 
the  United  States;  from  thence  extending  due  south  to  the  northern  boiuadary 
of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  along  the  same  upon  the  same  due  south 
ci'iinse  ten  miles;  from  thence  to. run  a duo  west  coarse  to  the  western  boundary 
of  the  State;  thence  by  the  same  north  to  Lake  Erie;  thence  along  the  margin 
of  said  lake  to  the  place  of  beginning.”  Thomas  Bees  was  appointed  Deputy^ 
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Surveyor  ou  the  lOtli  of  May,  1792,  with  “full  power  to  oxecuto  all  warrants 
and  surveys”  to  him  directed  by  the  Land  Uepartmont  of  the  State.  He 
set  out  for  his  mission  ijamedintely,  but  learuiiig  that  the  Indians  on  Lake 
Erie  were  liostile,  came  no  further  tlum  Northumbendand  County,  where  he 
opened  an  office.  During  his  stay  there  warrants  were  tiled  by  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Popuhation  Comj>any  for  the  whole  of  the  Triangle.  He  left  for  Presciuo 
Isle  in  the  spring  of  1792.  On  reaching  Buffrdo  Creek  (now  the  city  of  .Buf- 
falo), he  v,as  met  by  a delegation  of  Indiana,  who  refused  to  let  him  [U’oceed 
further,  threatening  that  ho  would  bo  killed  if  he  did.  Afh'r  long  delay,  a 
number  of  warrants  were  surveyed  for  the  Population  Company  in  179  f,  l.vat 
the  attitude  of  the  Indians  wnis  so  hostile,  and  reports  of  Indian  murders  so 
frequent,  that  Mr.  Pees  abandoned  the  held  and  returned  to  the  East. 

MORE  LANn  LEGISL.VTIOX. 

The  Legislature  passed  an  act  on  the  22d  of  Ai>ril,  1794,  wLich  pro- 
vided that  ]io  further  applications  should  1,'e  received  by  the  land  office  .for  any 
unimproved  land  within  the  Triangle.  This  was  after  it  had  been  ascertained 
that  the  territory  was  not  sufficient  to  suj.iply  the  wariaiuts  issued  to  the  Popu- 
lation Company,  The  same  act  directed  that  no  wc.rrant  should  is.sue  after 
the  15th  of  June  of  that  year,  for  any  land  witliin  the  Tja' angle  except  iti  favor 
of  persons  claiming  by  virtue  of  soinu  settlement  and  improvement  having  been 
made  thereon,  and  that  all  applications  remaining  in  the  land  office  after  that 
date  for  wliieh  the  purchase  money  ha<l  not  been  [uud,  sl.iouhl  bo  void.  It  was 
stipulated,  however,  that  applications  might  be  “received  and  warrants  issued 
until  the  1st  of  Jauuary.  1795,  in  favor  of  any  persons  to  whom  a balance 
miglit  be  due  in  the  land  office  on  unsatisfied  warrants  issued  before  the  29th 
of  Alareh,  1792,  for  such  quantities  of  land  as  might  bo  sufficient  to  discharge 
such  lialances;”  provided,  that  the  act  should  not  be  “so  construed  as  that 
any  warrants,  except  those  wherein  tho  laud  is  parLicuIar’y  described,  should 
iir  any  manner  affect  tho  title  of  the  claim  of  any  person  having  made  an  act- 
ual improvement  before  such  warrant  was  entered  and  .surveyed  in  the  Deputy 
Surveyor’s  books.”  Another  act,  passed  in  September  of  the  same  year,  made 
it  unlawful  for  any  application  for  lands  to  bo  received  at  the  land  office,  after 
its  passage,  ‘‘except  for  such  lands  where  a settlement  has  been  or  hereafter 
shall  be  made,  grain  raised  and  a person  or  persons  residing  thereon.” 

SETTLEU  AT  LAST. 

The  difficulty  wdtli  the  Indians,  related  in  a previous  chapter,  delayed  fm-- 
ther  o])eratious  tintil  the  sru-ing  of  1795,  when  51r.  Bees  came  on  again,  put 
up  a tent  at  the  moiith  of  5rili  Creek,  and  rosumeil  his  duties  as  a surveyor. 
About  this  firae  he  was  also  appointed  ageTit  for  the  Population  Company,  which 
renewed  the  iu.structions  of  1 793.  The  Putledge  murdei-s  happening  sooji  after 
the  arrival  of  Pees,  kept  emigration  from  the  Triangle  hir  awhile,  but  by  fall 
quite  a number  of  people  had  come  into  the  county.  5Ir.  Pees  employed 
several  Surveyors  during  the  season,  among  whom  were  George  iMoore  and 
David  AlcNair,  and  by  fall  reported  the  .sah*  for  tho  company  of  74,790  acres 
to  some  200  different  jici'soub.  Few  of  these,  liowever.  made  an  immediate 
settlement  upon  the  laml,  through  fear  of  Indian  depredations.  Mr.  Pees  re- 
signed both  as  Deputy  Surveyor  and  agimt  for  tho  Population  Company  at  the 
beginning  of  IT9G,  and  from  that  date  until  the  s})riug  of  1802  served  tho 
State  as  Coimaissionor  for  the  sale  of  lots.  etc*.  He  was  siicceeded  in  the  first 
position  by  John  Cochran,  and  in  tho  second  by  Judah  Colt.  5fr.  Poes  took 
up  a large  tract  in  Harbor  Creek  Township,  about  one  milo  south  of  the  pres- 
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ent  I.Uiffalo  road,  to  which  ho  cut  a higinvav  in  17D7.  After  leaving 
the  agency, ho  cleared  up  Boveral  large  farms,  on  one  of  which  he  resided  until 
his  death  i.u  May,  iSlS.  Pie  was  the  tirst  .Tustico  of  the  Peaco  in  this  county, 
his  appointment  bearing  date  Marcli  31,  17hfb 

Judah  Colt,  who  had  been  ajipointed  to  succeed  h.Ir,  Pees  as  agent  of  the 
Po]'nlation  Company,  came  on  in  that  capacity  on  tiie  1st  of  July,  1790.  His 
duties  and  extierienco  are  best  told  in  ths  memoir  he  left'  for  the  use  of  his 
family,  an  abstract  of  which  is  hei'o  given: 

.VBSTR.XCT  OF  .TUDAH  COLT'S  AUTOBIOCna Al'HY. 

I was  born  at  Lyme,  Conn.,  July  1,  1701.  In  August,  1795,  in  company 
with  Augustu.s  Porter, came  to  Erie  to  purchase  land.  At  Presque  Isle  found 
a number  of  men  encamped,  Lnited  States  troops  erecting  a fort,  and  Com- 
missioners for  the  State,  Gen.  dViliiara  Irvine  and  Andrew  Ellicott,  laying  out 
the  town  of  Erie.  They  had  about  llH)  militia  troops  in  their  employ.  Thom- 
as Pees  was  acting  as  agent  for  the  Pennsylvauia  Population  Company  in  the 
survey  and  sale  of  lands.  Porter  and  I took  two  certiticates  of  K'O  acres  each 
at  SI  per  acre,  payable  in  live  annual  iustaliraents.  YVe  made  but  a brief 
stay. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1700,  went  to  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
the  lands  purchased  of  Mr.  Pees  at  Erie  eonlirmed.  The  principal  proprietors 
of  the  Population  Company  resided  there.  Oircrod  to  buy  3i),090  acres  at  SI 
per  acre,  but  they  declined  to  sell  in  so  large  a body.  Col.  Aaron  Burr,  who 
was  one  of  the  proprietors,  informed  me  that  they  wore  in  need  of  a more  act- 
ive agent,  and  offered  nio  the  position.  A contract  was  entered  into  by  which 
they  agreed  to  pay  me  SI. 500  a year,  besides  board,  traveling  expenses,  etc. 
This  was  raised  to  82,500  in  1798.  ITouey  was  advanced  with  vrhich  to  pro- 
cure supplies  and  hire  laborers,  and  in  tlie  month  of  April  I started  to  return 
to  my  home  in  the  Genesee  country.  New  York.  At  New  York  Cityn 
I laid  in  provisions,  sundry  kinds  of  goods  and  farming  utensils,  such 
as  were  needed  in  a new  country.  They  were  shipped  imder  the  care 
of  Enoch  Marvin,  up  the  river  to  Albany,  across  the  portag;e  by  wag- 
ons to  the  Mohawk,  up  the  latter  by  batteaux,  then  by  wagons  again  to 
Oswego,  and  from  there  by  lake  and  wagon  to  Presrpie  Isle.  Ylr.  Marvin  ar- 
rived at  the  latter  place  on  the  ‘22d  of  June,  1790,  Imt  the  boats  did  not  reacli 
Presque  Isle  till  the  1st  of  July.  He  found  a Captain’s  command  stationed 
there  in  a garrison  laid  out  and  built  iu  1795.  His  tettt  or  marquee  was 
erected  near  the  old  French  garrison.  During  the  season,  he  met  with  consid- 
erable opposition  from  advance  st'ttlers,  “ a conqiauy  known  as  Dunning  Mc- 
Nair & Co.,  from  the  neighbor Ik.tkI  of  Pittsburgh.”  Leaving  the  agency  iu 
charge  of  Elisha  and  Enoch  Marvin,  I set  out  ou  the  -1th  of  November  for 
Philadelphia,  returning  to.  the  month  of  Sixteen  Mile  Creek  May  31,  1797. 

June  1,  rode  out  to  where  Elisha  Marvin  was  stationed,  who  had  charge  of 
the  men  employed  by  the  agency,  nine  miles  south  of  Lake  Erie,  known  after- 
ward as  Colt’s  Station.  Made  this  my  headquarters  initil  the  19th  of  November. 
The  season  was  one  of  much  business.  The  opposition  of  advance  settlers 
caused  me  much,  troul^le.  I had  to  keep  from  forty'  to  one  hundred  men  iu 
service  to  defend  setilei’s  and  pro].ierty.  . More  than  once  mobs  of  twenty  to 
thirty  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  doing  mischief.  Went  to  Pittsburgh  with 
witnesses  and  had  a number  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  of  AHeglj<>n_v  County. 
On  my'  return,  loaded  a boat  with  stores  to  rake  to  the  Si.xteeii  Ylilo  Creek,  and 
put  it  in  charge  of  four  men.  On  their  way  up  the  lake,  a sto'nu  upset  the 
boat  and  three  of  the  men  were  drowned.  During  the  season,  the  building  of 


f£g 


/noXRfH 


i ;*'!') ^ -fiw  mf  rfflhiw  •ii...,h/>oi'.!L.;i,?}r.jr  ma 

i ' ' j-'  V*^  '•''  '■  fmp/iu  i.a.r.  r-Ui  olU 

•M  .i.*.  Pi  L >,.  Wiy/  \vfrU  fif 

Ufo  .,.4  r r » 1 ^ .r*.. 


4„,  .' ;V  ■”  f ^^aWi.->  ,t/ajx{ ;:«/•>.  //oA»«r|.*io<f - 

' ' '’  ••■  '''  iri  -/u;  *>.ijitfTl^W>  ) .-...ijfifj.' 

■•  U''Tiji;;  'iv;il  >■.;  iiuijivr  i-.  an  .^iri'uftsik 


"'if;  ■ ■ it.,1 '•.•■  ■/»;  ,fit*i  I' 
!■'>.  i:o%  ■•■i'tifL  'A.'.jj.r./"  ''; 

'*il‘ :’,)  ^ ,,•"  ' 

''■f'--  ; :iij. 

i'>  ),o 

*1 


/,'f ' r.jTrt'oiXiOV^ /,  Ump'*,  ;ix'j  T‘'/^.fTei}J^ 


■K  rv« 


'H  I J /!j;fi  ..uiU'D  ,''HaT»t  ift  fl'iod  t iu  I 


i>i  ‘ 


hr. 


di'ii  '»nl 


• .■'vv?;  t-. !■/.•«.' 4i  <->v^ 

ii'  /;!iri 


;.  o'.V 


n.<{:Vi<[ 


“ :Jh3  Id'^nw  vdi 

;vi'j  o-vy>  f>,w'Tvv,iv.'|  ■ l<y  ha& 

J::isXrP\lh\}.^j;i  ^.rrii  a'f  ‘h(\n,-/n’i  j\  -•) 

.orirr  v{<^  ^o  f)8 


!!>!"  ;S’  f'r;  '■*  -‘•i 

iJ-  Jxi  Sjirt-yUvx  r.i-„  irinrUiu^:.A  Jsui\Utl>q  crM  vi,t  L v.fl<‘  f„u;  .>yj 

/>>•''  roou  .8t)T{  6.J 

'/'V'>  ^ T’^  ,vi'^HU<n  'Jot*  ..fj  irl  f>iiotf^  vni  ol 


//  * f •' i'j.il.4  my//  >'‘uiX  . nitunjo  vr^if  ii  jij-  jMvJ^'W^x'wvy  ns 

4 ■ -»•«/■.  ,,yn/uiIA  - J -mh  m:  xui  x Hi*M  !o 

ay,f,  v»«*‘jw«d  •/<{  70tJc;  .,U|  trh  c,r  ««o 

r U<y(>..a4  imUfci.i/KJ  ;;  LmnA  uH  .y>»T,  io  i^l  i,.if  Ih^ 

i/'  ■ V;  Tr  ^ >.f  o.U  ^...i•x«a  xby.-it  Wo  .xii 

j/'*  i I‘»»  '■'  -^miJ^VT  ./6tri6'f;6  mmi  i!uii(*..,.iq^%W8t»,' 

,a-  9rfl  Jjinvn-.J  ‘'.djtXHi.nrl  3o  JH.aito.yxi^Aorfi  awt  ,,.-v3  A 

'•'Vrirr'r^  5?  4-ti  otU  iKv  h/o  I ,ai/-!«U  il-jaa:-!  JbM»ma{rtUSr,  ]o 

! ff.  /fjT,.  -fiiU  xrsj'tJ^iB  In  xfj»prr.  orfi  W te6m;rt'b7  Arff^hhuird^r 

lo  6ifj/  .ho-w/inj.  ,-?r^6ivvHl/:  owifw  Qi  Wo  uf^or  J omi, 

iirvtyttd./jni'f  0.1  '.i  'so.  4> i.n-ffm  otfl®  7d' Wv«,f«uxo  a<m£t,aiil» 

. .‘/diifo/o/  ((j(;[  ,„i,-  j . j,,,,.  .w.,„i;>,^ur  «i({1ol>«If  a'slujl)  tfadnsw 

(-•(■  ia'.-  o'Miff/Wt  k.  o/;!T  , >:v,i.-,>:t/<!'d»nfBr  ofw,  f.H.v 

<n  worn  u'.xhmid  Ooo  -W  VftcV  ...bnl  o3  WW  t .xffefe..o’rt  xlofl^ix' 

'■' ^v.*' aiul>)  o'fokd  . i»uji  ffiO!'i}':>n  An'Axyh  «J  (mTt-yft 

at  1-6  tuaVA  .%,mw-rA'  ' " ^ 


-,w- .-.  VJ  fWA  f 

■i-aiuf/  lo  •■4»o<jw<f^xlJ-i<jl  vJ-jicli 

J V/J  /»'jb(.(HTi  ‘i  ■■dfiBa'e  j;  lii:/:  ^9&‘r,*oiifW 


X'-*  '*-‘j;ii.wi'.i  'i  urcirtr  » urfi  ms  :i<y&iryni(V 

lo  w»»w.  hi,  If  ffooJj'td  oof-a)  o.Wj  oJ  -(  h ',>(pi,(nsjU*r  fm  uO 

t-jili  i<t^pn  uMU  H ,o;{r.|  .M.U  ({!/  w » !tO‘‘  xi7ol  lo;  :n<7ndn  xd  ' W inn 

,s(.>  -:^xi ibi  1 od  A,ij. , ,;,  j nd bi.i5CI,  Lm'</6'iI>  (S-m-if  mm  odii  ki . .'n  -if  Lus  -Wd 


mSTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


22  o 


a vessel  of  about  thirty-live  tons  was  commeucetl  at  the  moutli  of  Four  Mile 
creek.  The  Lowrys  and  otht'rs  were  the  indicted  parties.  Their  disturbances 
took  ])laoe  in  tha  months  c)f  June  and  July. 

"\hent  Fast  in  the  fall,  and  set  out  to  return  to  Erie  in  April,  1(9S.  At  New 
York,  purchased  supplies,  which  were  sent  forward  in  charge  of  B.  Saxton  :ind 
Eliplialet  Beebe.  Arrived  at  Presque  Isle  the  31st  of  Ala.y,  and  at  Greenfield 
on  the  3d  of  Juno.  Brought  iny  wife  aloitg  for  the  hrst  time.  Kesided  at 
Colds  Station  with  my  family  until  the  7tli  of  Xoveiubor.  The  vessel,  hegun 
the  year  before  at  the  mouth  of  .Four  Jlile  Croe.k,  was  completed  in  time  to  make 
a b’ip  to  I'ort  Erie.  It  was  mimed  the  Sloop  Washington.  On  the  10th  of 
C*ctober,  I accomqianied  about  sixty-hveof  the  settlers  to  Erie  to  attend  an  elec- 
tion, all  of  whom  voted  in  favor  of  a Federal  Ilepresentative.  On  thr3  7th  of 
November,  with  Ylr.s.  Colt,  sot  out  for  Pi ttsburgli,  on  horseback.  Our  baggage 
was  taken  down  French  Creek  in  boats.  Arrived  at  Pittsburgh  the  0th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1799.  Sliortly  after  onr  arrival,  the  weather  became  very  warm,  the 
frost  came  out  of  the  ground,  and  the  farmers  began  their  plowing.  Did  not 
rctm-n  to  Erie  County  until  May.  IbOl.  During  a part  of  1800  and  ISOI,  the 
peace  of  the  county  was  much  disturbed  by  the  adversaries  of  -the  company.  In 
the  summer  and  fall  of  180,),  the  settlement  was  visited  by  a number  of  clergy- 
men who  tvere  sent  out  by  the  Ohio  and  Picdstone  Presbyteries,  who  preached 
in  a lunnber  of  places  and  took  much  pains  to  establish  churches.  Among 
them  was  Kev.  Jlr.  McCurdy. 

During  I ho  y,':‘ar  ISOl,  some  progress  was  made  in  organizitig  the  militia  of 
Greentieid.  Elisha  Marvin  was  chosen  Captain.  Ho  had  about  eighty  men 
in  his  company.  During  1802,  considerable  jirogress  was  made  in  the  county, 
military,  civil  and  religious.  In  the  month  of  June,  1803,  aided  by  a Deputy 
IMarsbal  of  the  Fnited  States  Court,  removed  sundry  intruders  against  vrhom 
ejoetment  had  been  brought,  so.mo  of  whom  tvere  obstinate  and  gave  much 
trouble.  During  tlic  same  month,  Mary  Yfarvin  arrived  in  company  with  lier 
lii’other  Ebhsha.  September  24,  luirchased  of  James  Wilson  four  lots,  on 
which  was  a small  house,  in  the  town  of  Erie,  for  the  sum  of  §490.  On  the 
20th,  set  out  for  Pittsburgh  by  way  of  the  new  State  road,  Keturned  to  Green- 
field February  2-1,  1S(>4.  During  the  month  of  April,  180-1,  was  again  in  Phil- 
adelphia as  a witness  in  the  Fnited  States  Court  relating  to  the  lands  of  the 
Population  Company,  and  in  which  the  company  was  successful.  On  the  6th 
of  August,  1804,  I'egan  to  improve  my  Erie  jiropertv,  to  which  1 removed  my 
family  on  the  21st  of  November. 

The  country  in  ISO-!)  was  still  far  from  tranquil.  People  continued  to  take 
unlawful  po.ssessiou  of  lauds  claimed  undo!'  warrants,  and  were  encouraged  by 
others  for  political  purposes.  The  company  brought  sundry  ejectments.  Dur- 
ing the  summer  we  were  called  upon  by  a number  of  clergymen.  In  the  mouth 
of  December,  James  and  Ezekiel  Graham,  who  had  unlawfully  settle'!  on  the 
tract  of  the  Population  Company,  purchasetl  KJO  acres  each  at  S3  per  acre,  pay- 
able in  installments. 

November  20,  lS0t3. — News  came  of  a decision  in  the  land  ease  in  United 
States  Court  at  Philadelphia.  Ilobcrt  i‘enn,  plaintiff;  Adam  iVrbuckle,  de- 
fendant. 

July  1,  TS07. — The  obstinacy  of  adverse  settlers  renders  my  employment 
in  some  respects  unpleasant.  The  Erie  ct  'Waterford  Turnpike  is  in  process  of 
building. 

-Mr.  Colt  made  frequent' trips  to  Philadelphia,  New  York  and  Pittsburgh  on 
the  business  of  the  com[iany.  being  ab.sent  from  his  family  much  of  the  time. 
On  one  occasion  he  was  gone  firieon  months.  He  died  in  1832,  and  left  a large 
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estate.  Hjs  successor  for  most  of  the  members  of  thcs  company  'svas  Judah  C. 
Spencer.  A few  of  the  iiieml.)ers  placed  their  interests  in  charge  of  Thomas  H. 
Sill. 

l>;UnLiiag  fJoXiiir  estal.ilished  an  agency  for  the  compajy  on  Ooirneaiit Creek 
in  T797,  and  made  contracts  with  most  of  die  early  settlers  of  ilmt  reg'ion. 

n.rNP  S.ILES. 

Among  those  who  tool:  inr  large  bodies  of  land  at  an  early  date  were  .David 
Watts  and  Y7'illiam  Afiles.  the  first  surv(?yors,  who  loeati'd  1.400  acres  atlVatts- 
bvu'g-.  and  1,200  acres  at  Lake  Pleasant,  in  1700.  Jlr.  Wiles  also  purchased 
four  tracts  o.u  the  lake  shore  from  the  Population  Company,  on  which  he  agreed 
to  place  seitlei.s.  Wavtin  Strong,  who  came  to  the  county  in  1705,  as  a surveyor 
for  the  Holland  Land  Company,  took  up  a large  tract  on  the  Piidge,  in  Waler- 
ford  and  Summit  Towaships.  David  McXair  chose  800  acres  of  the  Walnut 
Creek  flats,  at  Kearsarge,  besides  other  extensive  tracts.  Me  at  one  time  ov,med 
fiome  of  the  most  valuable  yiroperty  in  the  county,  including  half  of  what  is 
now  South  Erie.  George  Fisher,  of  Dau[)hin  County,  secured  a va.st  body  of 
land  in  JVaterford  and  OVashington  Town.ships,  ami  AVilliam  Wallace,  who  was 
the  lirst  lawyer  in  the  county,  became  possessor  of  numerous  tracts  in  various 
townships.  The  iuilucement  that  caused  the  h-de  Dr.  AY.  A.  AAhallace  to  locate 
in  Erie  was  to  take  charge  of  his  father’s  estate.  Alany  sales  were  made  by 
the  different  companies  between  1796  and  1790,  and  by  ISUO  a good  share  of 
the  county  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  actual  settlors,  or  persons  who  in- 
tended to  become  such. 

LIST  Oi’  POBCH.VSERS. 

The  folloAving  is  a list  of  parties  who  entered  into  agreements  with  the 
l^opulation  Company  for  the  purchase  of  lauds  in  1796-97  and  170S,  all  be- 
ing for  full  tracts  e.vcept  tlie  one  in  the  name  of  George  Hurst,  which  was  for 
200  acres: 

James  Baird.  George  Balfour,  Mussel!  Bissell,  Negro  “ Boe,”  Pdehard  Cle- 
ment, Isaac  Craig,  Joshua  Fairbanks,  Thomas  Forster,  IJiomas  Gallagher, 
Thomas  Greer,  John  Olrubb,  Samuel  Holliday,  Thomas  P.  Aliller.  Francis 
Brawley,  Thomas  Bees.  Jr.,  Abraham  Custard,  Eeriah  Davis,  Aliles  Crane, 
Elihii  Crane,  Abiathar  Crane,  Patrick  Kennedy.  John  Sanderson,  Morrow 
Lowry,  \Ahlliam  Lee,  Howland  Bees,  Bobert  Low-ry,  AA'illiam  Al.  Grundy, 
John  Mill,  James  O'Harra,  Judah  Colt,  Luton  Dick,  Charles  John  Beed,  Ben- 
jamin Bichardson,  Benjamin  .Russell,  David  Hays,  Anthony  Saltsmau,  Francis 
Scott,  James  Herman,  Joseph  McCord,  Azariali  Davis,  George  Hurst,  Arnold 
Custaid,  AA'illiam  IMul,  AA'illiam  Barker,  L-.rael  Bodine,  Samuel  Barker,  John 
Kennedy,  Israel  Aliller,  George  Nicholson.  George  Lowry.  Thomas  Dunn, 
James  Dunn,  Henry  Hurst,  Ezekiel  Dunning.  AA'iliam  Dunn,  AA'illiam  Parcell, 
Alartin  Strong,  Hugh  Spears,  Bichavd  Swan,  .Elihu  Talmadge,  J.  F.  Yollaine, 
Alex.  A^aiice,  John  AIcKee,  Hugh  Mcijanghlin,  John  Oliver.  Bufus  S.  Beed, 
Alary  Beed,  Stephen  Oliver,  Alilhall  Condon,  Alex.  AIcKee.  David  Long, 
Htephen  Forster,  I’eter  Grasoss,  James  Greer,  Joseph  1j.  Bowley.  James  Foulke, 
AVilliam  G.  T}>ner,  John  Hay,  Freeman  Tattle,  Bernard  Tracy,  Hamilton 
Stone,  Zelmar  .Barker,  John  Anderson,  Daniel  Dobbins,  John  Shaffer,  John 
Cummings,  Thomas  Hughes,  John  Daggett.  David  Seely,  Samuel  Holliday. 
John  Alurris,  Patrick  AIcKee,  David  AIcCullough,  Henry  Str  iwman.  AVilliam 
Sturgeon,  Jeremiah  "StuFgeon,  Hugh  Trimble,  James  lioland,  Bobert  Brown, 
Peter  Prime,  John  Nichols,  John  Gordon,  Bobvrt  Ardntiie.  Geor-^^e  AY.  Beed.,, 
Samuel  Barker.  John  Cochran,  George  Tracy,  AA'illiam  AV'md.  Oliver  FAunn, 
AVilliam  Baird,  Oliver  Thornton,  Thomas  (.Ireer,  Timothy  Tuttle. 
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STATE  COAIMISS  lOM  t’KS. 

Bo1o\y  are  tnuiscripts  irom  t]je  pai.icrs  on  lile  in  tlio  State  de2>artmeut  at 
iJ.avi is!:-m O',  relative  to  the  latul  sales  in  Erie  Cou.ntj: 

April  IS,  ISOO— TJeder  eousideration  of  the  act  of  Aj>ril  11,  1799,  TLoiuas 
lioes,  Jr.,  was  appointed  Commissioner  for  ll\o  tovar  of  Erie  to  sell  iLe  reserved 
lands  and  the  in  and  ordiots  of  Erie,  David  McNair  for  tlio  town  of  AVaterford, 
and  John  Kelso  for  the  to.vn  of  W'arren. 

April  25,  ISOO — Yv'ilson  Sinitii  appointed  Deimty  Surv8\oi'  for  the  tov.-n 
of  Erie. 

July  1,  ISOO — John  Kelso  -and  David  AlcNalr  resigned  as  Commissioners 
for  the  sale  of  lots,  etc. 

Ai>ril  30,  1S02 — Thomas  Keas’  commission  for  sale  of  inlots  superseded 
and  annulled. 

May  31.  1802 — John  Kelso  appointed  Coiamissioner,  etc.,  to  sell  lands  in 
room  pf  said  'rhoinas  Raes,  I'emoved. 

July  20,  1S02 — Tliomas  liees,  Jr.,  failed  to  juiy  over  moneys  received  for 
sale  of  lands,  and  refused  to  deliver  books,  papers,  etc.,  to  liis  successor,  lii.s 
bond  was  ordiu'ed  to  be  prosecuted  by  the  Cfovornor, 

Decen.ibev  23,  .1 S05  - Tnouias  Forster  appointed  to  sell  in  and  outlets  in 
the  town  of  Erie,  to  supply  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  removal  of  JeJin  Kelso 
by  supersedeas. 

.March  29,  1899 — Charles  Martin  for  Yvaterford,  and  Conrad  Brown  for 
Erie,  vrere  appointed  Cornmissi'mers  of  sales  of  lands  in  room  of  Thomas 
Forster,  superseded. 

February  3,  ISIO — John  Kelso  appointed  Commissioner  of  sales  in  place 
of  Conrad  .Brown,  who  declined  to  act. 

April  13,  1811 — Hubert  Ivnox  and  James  Boyd,  Commissioners  of  sales. 

I.AND  LITIG.VTION. 

Beferonce  is  made  in  31r.  Ci.Jt’s  autobiography  to  the  serious  disturbances 
and  costly  litigation  which  attended  his  career  as  agent  of  the  Bopnlatiou 
Company.  These  diiiiculties  assumed  so  threatening  a character,  that,  as 
stated  by  him,  lie  was  obliged  al,  times  to  keep  a force  of  forty  to  sixty  men  in 
his  employ  to  maintain  the  l ights  of  tlie  corporation.  The  causes  of  the  troub- 
les, in  brief,  were  as  iollows: 

It  will  be  remembered  iliat  the  lav/  of  1792  provided  that  any  actual  set- 
tler, or  grantee  in  any  original  or  succervliug  warrant,  who  should  Im  driven 
from  the  country  by  tlio  e.nemie;i  of  tlie  United  States, and  who  should  persist 
in  the  endertvor  to  make  a setthanent,  should  be  entitled  to  hold  his  la.nds  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  an  actual  settierncid  had.  been  made.  The  I'opuiation 
Coiujiany  and  the  Holland  Companj"  clairne.l  that  by  their  several  eliovts  to 
occupy  the  lauds  in  1793,  ’94  and  ’95,  they  had  fulfdled  all  the  conditions  of 
the  law.  In  the  spring  of  1795,  u jiroclaraation  ^vas  issued  by  the  Governor 
declaring  that  the  Indians  had  been  conquered,  and  stating  tliat  the  north- 
w'estern  section  of  the  State  was  open  to  settlement.  The  cttect  of  this  was  to 
induce  a number  of  people  to  emigrate  to  the  county,  some  of  W'hom  purcha.sed 
from  the  agent-s,  while  others  set  up  adverse  claims,  asserting  that  the  com- 
panies had  forfeited  the  lauds.  The  clause  of  the  law  on  which  the  latter  de- 
pended was  that  one  which  provided  that  settlements  must  be  made  prior  to. 
the  date  of  the  warrants,  and  requiring  two  acres  to  be  cultivated,  a hou.se  to 
be  built  and  a family  to  be  living  on  tho  claim  five  years  after  the  issuing  of 
the  same. 
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The  companies  alleged  tha(  peace  was  not  really  seemed  until  17U6,  citing 
the  Faitledge  murder  as  proof.  To  this  the  adverse  claimants  replied  that  thy 
murder  was  not  reallj'  committed  by  the  Indians,  but  was  the  deed  of  white 
men  in  tlie  pay  of  thecompiiuv.  to  relieve  them  from  their  embarrassment. 
This  view  found  a good  many  su]'porters,  even  long  afterthe  occurrence.  The 
Cjuestion,  “'Who  killed  'Rutledge?'’  was  once  as  much  used  as  the  more  rnodej'n 
phrase  “'Who  struck  Billy  ratterson?”  The  adverse  ejaimants  wore,  wrought 
up  to  a high  state  of  feeling  and  determined  to  hold  their  sottlomonts  b}'  force 
of  arjns.  The  ru’iucipal  seat  of  the  troubles  was  in  Greenfield  and  North  iiast 
Townships,  but  they  extended  in  some  degree  to  Conneaut,  Harbor  Creek  and 
other  sections.  As  usual,  in  American  affairs,  tbo  ditllculty  finally  entered  tiie 
political  field.  Those  who  sustained  the  companies  wore  cla,s.sod  as  Federalists; 
their  antagonists  as  Democrats. 

It  v/ill  be  lUiderstood  that  the  disputes  here  referred  to  mainly  related  to 
the  Fopulation  Company,  whose  interest,  in  the  land.s  of  the  county  was  ten 
tiroes  as  e.xtensive  as  that  of  the  Holland  Company.  The  la.tter,  however,  had 
difficulties  with  various  jiarties  who  claimed  to  ire  actual  settlers.  Among 
those  \cho  became  involved  in  litigation  with  them  was  'William  aliles,  w'ho 
had  located  and  placed  settlers  u]>on  lauds  which  the  company  complained 
had  been  allotted  to  chem.  The  Miles  suits  were  ultimately  settled  by  ami- 
cable arrangement,  and  he  became  the  agent  of  the  com]>au} , As  a rule,  the 
Fopulatiou  Company  ■were  more  lenient  in  their  treatment  of  the  adverse 
claimants  than  the  Holland  Company. 

U'he  o’ppoi-.ents  of  (he  companies  appealed  to  the  Stato  authorities  for  pro- 
tection in  their  claims,  alleging  that  they  had  been  intluced  to  settle  upon  the 
lands  by  the  proclamation  of  the  C4overnor.  Their  case  was  frequently  coa- 
side.ved  by  the  State  Government,  but  nothing  decisive  was  done  until  1799,  when 
Samuel  Cochran,  brother  of  John  Cochran,  the  surveyor,  was  called  into  Gov. 
McKean’s  cabinet  as  chief  of  the  land  department.  The  question  'was  then 
promptly  taken  up,  and  the  cabinet  decided  that  “ the  company  wa.rrants  were 
null  and  void,  and  the  land  open  to  actual  settlers.”  This  decision  ■Vi'as  spread 
broadcast  over  the  commonwealth,  and  led  to  another  extensive  emigration  of 
persons  who  made  settlements  adverse  to  the  company.  Disputes  in  regard 
to  titles  being  quite  general  throughout  the  country  west  of  the  Ohio,  the  Leg- 
islature, on  April  2.  1802,  passed  an  act  directing  the  Sujiremo' Court  to  de- 
cide the  questions  involved,  which  all  grow’  out  of  the  act  of  1792.  The  law 
provided  farther  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Land  Office  should  not  grant  any 
new  warrants  for  land  which  ho  had  reason  to  believe  had  lieeii  taken  up  un- 
der former  warrants,  but  w’henover  applications  of  that  character  were  pre- 
sented, the  original  should  be  tiled  in  the  ohice,  and  a duplicate  furnished 
the  appiicaut.  Every  such  ariplication  was  to  slate  under  oath  that  the  person 
applying  was  in  actual  possession  of  the  land  applied  for,  and  the  time  when 
possession  was  taken,  and  was  to  be  “ entitled  to  the  same  force  and  effect  and 
the  same  prioi'ity  in  granting  warrants  to  actual  settlers  as  though  the  warrants 
had  been  granted  when  the  ap[Jications  were  fih-d.”  Under  this  act  hundreds 
of  emigants  poured  into  the  Nortlnvest,  who  located  lands,  had  them  surveyeil, 
and  made  actual  settlements  upon  them,  trusting  to  the  decision  of  ‘the  Su- 
preme Court  to  establish  them  In  their  possessions. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  'Pennsylvania  decided  against  the  adverse  claimants, 
creating  such  a feeling  of  indignation  and  disappointment  throughout  the 
Northwest  as  has  never  been  known  since.  This  settled  the  business,  so  far  as 
the  Fopulatiou  Company  were  concerned,  it  being  a Stato  corporation,  wKoily 
composed  of  citizens  of  Fenu.sylvania.  The  Holla.ud  Land  Company,  being  a 
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forei>]^ii  concern,  brouglii  their  action  in  thr*  United  States  Circuit  Court,  where 
the  decision  was  precisc-ly  Hke  that  of  the  State  Supreme  Court.  It  was  ap- 
pealed to  the  Supreme  Court  of  ihe  United  States,  where  the  other  courts  were 
fully  sustained  in  an  opinion  rendered  l.\s' Chief  Instleo  Ylarshal!  in  1S05.  In 
each  instance,  the  clause  of  the  act  of  1792,  providing  that  warrantees  should 
.not  lose  their  rights  if  driven  away  by  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  w^as 
citci'i  as  the  basi.s  of  the  decision. 

This  I'csult  settled  the  dispute  for  good.  Thei'e  being  no  further  questions 
of  title,  the  county  began  to  till  up  rapidly.  Some  of  the  adverse  settlers  left 
in  disgust  and  despair,  but  the  majority  entered  into  arrangements  with  the 
comiiauies  to  purchase  the  land  which  they  had  improved.  The  Population 
Company  generally  treated  its  grantees  with  commendable  liberality,  and  in- 
stances occurred  wber-'-  parties  were  allowed  forty  years  in  which  to  pay  up 
tlieir  articles. 

SPECULATION  OF  1836. 

Tire  most  extensive  land  Sj.ipculation  known  in  Erie  County  toolt  place  in 
1S3G,  being  confined  mainly  to  the  borough  of  Ei’ie  and  vicinity.  It  grew  out 
of  the  important  internal  improvemouts  conceived  and  set  in  operation  about 
that  tiint,  added  to  a tremendous  over-issue  of  p;i])er  money.  The  canal  to 
Beaver  had  been  surveyed,  a charter  had  been  granted  for  the  railroad  to  Sun- 
bury,  and  considerable  work  had  lieeii  done  l,<y  the  United  States  Government 
in  building  itiers  and  deepening  the  harbor.  A widespread  impression  sprung 
U|>  that  Erie  was  speed!  !v  destined  to  become  a great  city.  The  charter  of  the 
United  States  Bank  at  Philadelphia  expired  in  1S30.  In  the  spring  of  that 
year,  the  State  Leghdaturo  chartered  the  United  States  Bank  of  Pemisyhania 
with  a capital  of  835,000,000.  This  institution  established  a branch  at  Erie, 
erecting  the  pre.sent  custom  house  and  the  IVoodruff  residence  adjoining,  for  a 
banking  office  and  cashier’s  residence.  The  stock  of  tlie  Erie  branch,  amount- 
ing to  8200,000,  was  aimouneed  as  having  been  taken  on  the  27th  of  I'ebmary, 
1836. 

All  of  these  matters  combined  gM,v6s  an  extraordinary  impulse  to  real  estate 
in  the  borough  of  Erie.  On  the  receipt  of  tidings  that  the  canal  and  bank  bills 
had  passed,  the  price  of  town  lots  jumped  up  100  per  cent.  In  a single  week 
the  sales  of  real  estate  amoiuited  to  over  half  a million  dollars.  Prices  were 
still  rising  on  the  P-t  of  Afarch,  and  the  total  sales  during  the  week  were  re- 
ported as  a million  and  a half  in  amount.  One  lot,  purchased  in  February  for 
$10,000,  was  resold  in  Biiffialo  within  a month  for  $50,000.  Every  sort  of 
wild  enter[)rise  was  devised  and  found  eager  promoters.  The  speculation 
lasted  until  1837,  when  the  Iiaulis  failed  throughout  the  Union,  causing  a ter- 
rible revolution.  As  late  as  June  11  of  that  year,  twelve  water  lots,  of  thirty- 
two  feet  front  each,  changed  hands  £it  yl-ttOOO.  ‘‘The  mania  for  speculation 
attacked  all  classes,  and  men  bought  and  sold  with  almost  wanton  recklessness, 
finally  bringing  woe  upon  those  in  whose  hands  the  ]>roperty  remained  when 
the  bul)ble  burst.  Some  of  these  unfortunate  persons  never  recovered  from 
that  catastrophe.  Of  course  many  protited  by  the  speculation  and  got  rich. 
On  the  wliole,  however,  the  general  ]<rosperity  of  the  country,  and  of  this 
county  in  particular,  was  severely  retarded.” 
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Clj:A.PTER  XII. 

Tur:  Pio>;eer3. 

HHE  tirst  l^lo^YIl  Amei'ican  citlzcu.s  wlio  located  perrnaoeut] y within  tliG  bon.uds 

-i  of  Erie  County  were  Tbomiis  EeiiS  and  Jobu  Gni'ob,  wbu  reached  Erie 
in  the  spring  of  1705,  the  one  as  Deputy  Burreyor  for  Uie  State,  and  the  other 
as  a Captain  of  ndlitia,  and  remained  until  ihcli'  deaths.  In  June  of  the  same 
year,  "William  Miles  and  William  Cook,  with  their  wives,  made  a settlement  in 
Concord  Township,  near  the  Crawford  County  lino,  where  tliey  were  tlie  sole 
residents  for  some  years.  A.  month  or  so  latc-r,  Col.  .Seth  Eeod,  accompanied 
by  his  wife  and  sons,  Mannijig  aTid  Charles  John,  cnrne  to  Erie  in  a .sail  boat 
from  Bufl'alo,  which  was  piloted  by  Jarues  Talmadge,  wliotook  up  lands  during 
the  season  in  McKean  Township.  TIic.se  three  iadies  were  the  hr-st  rvhite  persons 
of  their  sox  v.'liu  -were  known  to  Lave  resided  in  the  county.  The  otlior  set- 
tlers dui'ing  1795  were  Kufus  S.  an^l  G-eorge  IV’.  Reed.  James  Baird  and 
children,  Mrs.' Thom a.s  Rees,  and  IMrs.  J.  Fairbanks,  at  Erie;  Amo.s  Judson, 
James  Naylor,  Liout.  Martin,  and  Marlin  Strong,  at  Waterford;  John  W'. 
Russell,  George  Ylooie  and  David  MciSTair.  in  Mill  Creek;  Capt  Robert  King 
and  family,  W'i'liam  and  Thoruas  Black,  and  Thomas  Ford  and  wife,  in  Le- 
Bceuf;  Jonathan  Spaulding  in  Couneaut:  Mlichael  Hare  a;id  two  men  named 
Ridue  and  Call,  in  \Vayne;  James  and  Bailey  Donaldson  in  North  East,  and 
Jamo.s  Blair  in  Girard.  So  far  as  the  records  sliow,  the.se  were  the  only  white 
people  living  in  the  county  that  year,  though  a good  many  p«r?,oas  w’ere  tem- 
poraril)^  here  during  the  season,  pi’ospecting  for  lands.  Among  the  settlers 
during  the  interval  between  17J5  and  iSOO  were  the  following: 

E79G  — "Washington  Town.shiy>,  Alexander  Hamilton  and  W i]liaa:i  Culbert- 
son; Erie,  Capt.  Daniel  Dobbins;  Mill  Creek,  Benjamin  Russell,  Thomas  P.  Mil- 
ler, David  Dewey,  .\nthony  Saltsruau  and  John  IMcFarland;  GroentiGkl,  Judati 
Colt,  Elisha  and  Enoch  5Iarvin,  Cyrus  Robinson.  Charles  Allen,  Joseph  Berry, 
John.  Wilson,  James  Moore,  JoscgJi  Webster,  Pliiio  Barker.  Timothy  Tuttle, 
Silas  and  "William  .Smith,  Jo.sepli  Shaltuck,  Jolrn  Ftaggctt.  John  Androw.s  and 
Leverett  Bissel!;  McKean,  Tiiomas  and  Oliver  Dunn;  Fairvievr,  Francis  Scott, 
Summit.  George  W.  Reed;  North  East.  William  7Cilson,  George  and  Henry 
Hurst,  a.Jid  Henry  and  Dyer  'Loomis;  Springlield,  Samuel  Holliday.  John 
Devore,  John  Mershom.  Wiliitm!  .McIntyre  and  Patrick  Ager;  Acnango.  .Adam 
and  James  Reed.  Burrill  and  Zahaun  Tracy:  "Wciterford,  John  Lytle,  Robert 
Brotherton,  John  Lennox  and  Tliomas  Skinner. 

1197 — Waterford.  John  Vincent  aud  YFilson  Smith;  Wayne,  Joseph  Hall 

and Prosser;  Euiou,  Hugh  Wilson,  Andre'w  Thompson.  Matthew  Gray, 

Francis  B.  and  Robert  Smith;  Elk  Creek,  Eli  Colton;  Venango,  J’homas,  John 
and  David  Phillip.s;  SpringtieKl,  Oliver  Cj'03.s;  Fairview,  Thomas  For.cter, 
Jacob  WeibS,  George  N'lcholson,  John  Kelso.  Richard  Swan,  Patriel-:  Vance, 
-Patrick  and  John  McKee.  Jeremiah  and  William  Sturgeon  and  WTllia'.n  Hag- 
gortyg  LoBueuf,  Francis  Isherwood,  James,  Robert  aud  Adam  Pollock;  Con- 
neaut.  Col.  Dunning  AfoNair;  Aliil  Creek,  John  Nicholson,  the  McKees  and 
Boe  Bladen;  Washington,  Job  lloeder,  Samiiol  Galloway,  .Simeon  Duun.  John 
and  James  Camj'l.'ell,  Matthias  Sipps,  Phineas  McLenethrin,  Matthew  Hamil- 
ton, John  McWiiliam.3,  James,  John,  Andrew  and  .Samuel  Culbertson,  and 
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-lira  Jane  Campbell  (%vido\s-);  NorIb  East,  Thomas  Robinson,  Joseph  LfcCord, 
James  McMahon,  IMargarot  Lowry  (widow),  James  Duncan,  Francis  Drawiey 
and  Abram  and  Arnold  Custard;  Harbor  Creek,  William  Saltsman,  Amasa 
Prindlo  and  Andrew  Elliott. 

1798 — Erie,  "William  W'allaee;  W'aync,  William  Smith  and  David  Find- 
ley; Fnion,  Jacob  Shephard,  John  YVelsh,  John  Fagan  and  John  Wilson; 
Elk  Creek,  George  Flaybarger  and  John  Dietz;  Venango,  Vrilliam  Allison  and 
wife;  Springlicdd.  Xicbolas  LeDarger;  Fairviow,  John  Dempsey;  Conneaat, 
Abiathar  and  Elihu  Crane;  "Washi^rglon,  Peter  Kline;  Girard,  Abraham  and 
William  Silverthoru;  North  East,  Thomas  Crawford,  Lemuel  Brown,  Henry 
and  Alatthew'  Taylor,  William  Allison,  HeiiiT  Lurgett,  John,  James  and 
Alattbew  Greer;  W^atcrlord,  Aai’on  Himrod. 

1709 — Waterfoi'd,  John,  James  and  David  Boyd,  Capt.  John  Tracy,  M. 
Ilimebangh,  John  Clemens,  the  Simpsons,  and  Lattirnores;  Erie,  John  Teel; 
McKean,  Lemuel  and  Russell  Stancliff;  Summit,  Eliakim  Cook, 

It  is  not  claimed  that  ihe  above  is  a complete  list  of  the  settlers  rqi  to 
1800,  but  it  is  as  nearly  full  as  can  now  bo  obtained.  Emigration  was  slow 
the  first  five  yea.rs  in  con.sequence  of  the  land  troubles.  lifter  1800,  the  coun- 
ty commenced  to  fill  up  more  rapidly,  and  to  atlempt  to  give  a roll  of  the  sei.- 
tiers  would  exceed  the  limits  of  a work  like  this. 

U'HERE  THE  PEOPI.E  C.VME  FHOM. 

The  early  seitleis  were  mainly  New  Englanders  and  New  Vorkers,  inter- 
spersed with  some  Irish  from  the  southern  counties  of  Pennsvlvania,  and  a 
few  persons  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  descent.  The  New  Yorkers  were  in  gen- 
eral from  the  interior  of  the  State,  and  the  Pennsylvanian.s  fi'om  Dauphin, 
Cumberland,  Lancaster  and  Northumberland  Counties.  The  Irish  emigration 
fell  oil  almost  entirely  in  a few  year's,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Dur.ch  took  its 
place.  The  Ribiets,  Ebersole^.,  Loops,  Zrreks,  P>rowns.  Stoughs,  Zimmerman^, 
Kreiders,  and  others  of  that  class,  came  in  at  a period  ranging  from  ISUl  to 
1805.  From  that  time,  the  people  who  settled  in  the  county  wevo  almo.st  u.ui- 
versally  of  New  England  and  Now  York  origin  until  about  1825,  when  another 
emigration  of  Pennsylvania  Dutch  set  in,  which  continued  until  1835  or 
thereabonts.  Among  those  who  located  in  the  county  during  this  period  were 
the  Weigels,  W arfels,  Mohr.s,  iletzlers,  Bergers,  Breunemans,  Charleses  and 
others  whose  names  are  familiar.  The  later  foreign  element  began  to  come  in 
at  a comparatively  recent  date — the  Irish  a'boul  1S25,  and  the  Germans  about 
ten  years  after. 

The  first  settlers  were  a hardy,  adventurous  race  of  men,  and  their  wives 
wei'e  brave,  loving  and  dutiful  women.  It  was  to  their  superior  intelligence 
and  determined  energy  that  we  owe  the  fact  that  the  county  is  so  far  ahead 
of  many  others  in  the  State  in  schools,  churches  and  all  that  goes  to  make  up 
the  comforts  and  aflbrd  the  consolations  of  life. 

M.VKra.VGES,  P,IBTHS  .^NU  DE.VTHS. 

The  earliest  marriage  was  that  of  Charles  J.  Reed,  of  AValnut  Creek 
(Kearsage),  to  Miss  Rachel  Miller,  which  occurred  on  December  27,  1797. 
The  second  was  that  of  William  Smith  to  Miss  Elizabeth  "Wilson,  in  Union 
Township,  in  1799;  the  third,  that  of  Job  Reeder  to  Miss  Nancy  Campbell,  in 
Washington  Township,  in  ISOO;  and  the  fourth,  that  of  Thomas  King  to  Sarah 
IVilson,  in  Fnion,  the  same  year. 

The  earliest  recorded  births  were  as  follows: 

John  R.,  son  of  William  Black,  in  Fort  LoBceuf,  August  29,  1795. 
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Mr.  Boardinau,  of  Wasliingron  To'.vusliip  (recently  deceased),  claimed  to 
have  been  born  in  the  Co):inoantteo  Yalloy  the  same  year. 

Jane,  dano;hter  of  William  Culbertsoii,  Edinboro,  fall  of  1797. 

J.iavid  M.  Dewey,  AYaluui  Creeh,  December  15,  .1797. 

Mcdilda  Eeed,  AValnui  Creek.  1793. 

Elizabeth  nolliday,  Springlield,  May  1-1,  1798. 

Hann.ili  Tulmadge.  McKea.ii,  1798. 

AViliiam  Dunn,  Summit,  March  14,  1798. 

Henry  AV’ood,  Coniieaut,  179S. 

Elizabeth  and  Etitii,  daughters  of  the  brothers  Abiathar  and  Elihu  Crane, 
Counoaut  (both  in  the  same  Loirse  and  on  the  same  day),  April  2t),  1799. 
AYilliam  E.  AlcXair,  Alill  Creek,  1790.  . 

Bobcrt,  son  of  William  Allison,  A'enango  1709. 

AA’iHiam  Biadeii,  Alill  Creek,  1800. 

Edwin  J,  Keiso,  Alill  Creek,  1800. 

Sarah,  daughter  of  Amasa  Prindle,  Harbor  Creek.  1799. 

Katharine,  daughter  of  Aaron  llimrod,  AVaterford,  1790. 

Josejih  Brindle.  Springtield,  Alarch  1,  1800. 

Airs.  George  A.  Elliot,  Girard,  1800.  . 

William  Nicholscu,  Fairview, . ISOO. 

Martha,  daughter  of  Hugh  AVilsou.  Ionian,  August  IS,  1800. 

John  AV.,  son  of  William  Siiiith,  AVayue,  1800. 

John  A.  Cnli'ert.son,  AVashingtou,  1800. 

The  earliest  knovvn  declhs  occurred  in  the  years  below; 

Fi.alph  Kutledge,  killed  by  the  Imlians  at  Erie,  Alay  29,  1795.  His  son  rvas 
fatally  shot  at  the  same  time,  and  died  shortly  after,  in  the  fort  at  LeBceuf. 
Gen.  Anthony  AA’ayne,  in  the  block  house  at  Erie,  December  15,  1796. 

Col.  Seth  Eeed,  AA’alnut  Creek,  Alarch  10,  1797. 

JobuAVilson,  Enion,  June,  1799. 

ivlrs.  Thomas  Alexander,  Conneaut,  1801. 

Airs.  AA'illiam  Culbertson,  AA'ashington,  lSO-1. 

Adam  Eeed,  A’^enango,  1805. 

John  Gordon,  Eairyiew,  iSOO. 


CONDITION  or  THE  PEOPLE,  ETC. 

Most  of  the  people  were  in  moderate  circumstances,  and  were  content 
to  live  in  a very  cliea]:)  wav.  A majority  had  to  depend  mainly  on  the  jiroduce 
of  their  little  clearings,  which  consisted  to  a largo  extent  of  potatoes  and  corn. 
Alush,  corn  bread  and  ]iotatoes  were  the  [mincipal  food.  There  w'as  no  moat 
except  game.  ?.nd  often  this  luid  to  be  eaten  without  salt.  Pork,  Hour,  sugar 
and  other  groceries  sold  at  high  prices,  and  were  looked  upon  as  luxurit'.s.  In 
1798-99,  wheat  brought  82.50  per  bushel;  llour,  818  a barrel;  corn,  82;  jjor 
bushel;  oats,  81.50;  and  potatoes,  §1.50.  Prices  were  still  higher  in  1813-14, 
com  being  84  per  busiiel  and  oats,  83.  The  mills  were  far  apart,  tlie  roads 
scarcely  more  than  pathways  through  the  wmods,  and  the  grists  had  to  be 
carried  in  small  fpiantities  on  the  backs  of  men  or  horses.  Few  families  had 
stoves,  and  the  cooking  was  clone  almost  entirely  over  open  tires.  The  beds 
were  without  spring.'^  and  were  made  up  in  general  by  laying  coarse  blankets 
upon  boxes  or  rude  frames.  All  clothing  was  homemade.  Every  house  had  a 
spinning  wheel,  and  many  were  provided  with  looms.  Lirpior  was  in  common 
use,  and  there  veas  seldom  a family  without  its  bottle  for  the  comfort  of  the 
husband  and  the  entertainment  of  his  guests. 

The  first  buildings  were  low  cabins  constructed  of  unhewn  logs  laid  one 
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upou  another  with  the  crevices  {illed  up  with  loud.  These  gave  way,  as  the 
condition  of  the  people  improved,  to  more  artistic  stmclnres  of  hewn  timbei' 
in  v-.'hi'-'ii  loortar  wa.s  substituted  for  mud.  Hardly  any  wore  plasttu'ed.  Many 
were  without  wi’V‘lo^v’  gla.ss.  and  wall  juiper  was  unknown.  As  saw  mills  in- 
creased. frame  hnild.ings  of  n I'ctter  characiicr  were  substituted  for  tlu'  log  cab- 
ins and.  occasionally'  a brick  or  stone  structuro  was  erected,  which  was  talked 
abeut  in  all  the  country  ronadas  a marvel  of  arcbitecturo.  The  j'-eople  were 
separated  by^  long  distances;  for  ymars  there  svere  few  clearings  that  joined. 
In  overv  house  Ihei'e  was  an  immejise  hre-'place,  in  which  tre^nendons  amounts 
of  wood  were  cousumed.  When  a new  residence  or  barn  was  to  be  erocterd,  the 
neighl)ors  were  invarialdy  invited  to  the  raising.  On  such  occasions,  lirpior  or 
cider  v.'as  expected  to  be  freely  dispensed,  and  it  was  rarely  the  ca.se  that  the 
invitations  were  declined.  These  raisings  were  the  merry-making  events  of 
tlie  day.  and  generally  brought  together  twenty-live  to  tifty  of  the  settlers,  who 
worked  hard,  ilrauk  freely,  and  flattered  themselves  when  thoy  were  through 
that  they  had  experienced  a jolly  good  time,  A writer  in  one  of  the  local 
papers  says: 

“ Eighty  years  ago  not  a pound  of  coal  or  n cubic  foot  of  illuminating  gas 
had  lieen  I'urned  in  the  country.  All  the  cooking  and  v/ariniug  in  town  as 
well  as  in  the  country  were  done  by  the  aid  of  a fire  kindled  on  the  brick 
heurlh  or  in  tho  brick  ovens.  Pine  knots  or  tallow  ctmclles  furnished  the  light 
for  the  long  winter  nights,  and  sanded  floors  supplied  the  place  of  rugs  and 
carpets.  The  water  used  for  household  parposns  was  drawn  from  deep  wells 
by  the  creaklttg  svreep.  Ho  form  of  pump  wa,s  used  in  this  country,  so  far  as 
we  can  learn,  until  after  the  commencement  of  the  present  century.  There 
were  no  friction  matches  in  those  early  days,  by  the  aid  of  which  a lire  could 
be  easily  kindled,  and  if  the  lire  went  out  uj)on  the  hearth  over  night,  and  the 
tinder  was  damj),  so  that  the  siiark  wouhl  not  catch,  tho  alternative  remained 
of  wading  through  the  snow  a mile  or  so  to  borrow  a brand  from  a neighlior. 
Only  one  room  in  an\^  house  was  w’arm,  nnles.s  .some  memlier  of  iiie  family  Nvas 
ill;  in  all  the  rest  the  temperature  was  at  zero  during  many  uiglits  in  winter. 
The  men  and  wonieji  undrossed  and  went  to  their  beds  in  a temijerature  colder 
than  our  barns  and  woodsheds,  and  they  never  complained.” 

Churches  and  schoolhouf,e.s  wore  sparsely  located,  and  of  the  most  primi- 
tiv,o  character.  One  p:istor  served  a number  of  congregations;  and  .salaries 
were  so  low  that  the  jireachero  had  to  take  p;rrt  in  working  theii'  farnis  to  pro- 
cure support  for  their  families.  The  ])eoplo  went  to  religious  service  on  footer 
horseback,  and  the  children  often  ^va]kod  two  or  three  miles  through  tho  woods 
to  school.  Tlic-re  were  no  tire.'  in  the  churches  for  a number  of  years.  ‘When 
they  svere  finally  introduced  they  were  at  first  built  in  holes  cut  in  the  floors, 
and  the  smoke  found  its  way  out  through  opeuing.s  in  the  p'oofs.  d.'he  seats 
were  of  nusmoothed  slabs,  the  ends  and  centers  of  which  were  laid  ujion  blocks, 
and  the  pulpits  wore  little  better.  WMrship  was  hold  once  or  twice  a month, 
consisting  usually  of  two  services,  one  in  the  forenoon  and  one  immediately 
after  noon,  the  people  remaining  during  the  interval  and  spending  the  lime  in 
social  intercourse.  It  is  much  to  be  feared  that  if  religious  worship  were  at- 
tended with  the  same  discomforts  now  as  it  vuis  eighty  to  ninety  years  ago, 
the  excuses  for  keeping  awjiy  fj'om  the  houso  of  God  v/ould  bo  many  times  mul 
tipliod. 

GAME,  ETC. 

Wlion  the  county  was  opened  to  settlement,  it  was  covered  with  a dense  for- 
est, which  aboimded  with  deer,  boars,  wolves,  rabbits,  foxes,  raccoons,  squir- 
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r(>ls,  opossiiDJs,  miaks  and  martens.  * This  was  a fortunate  circumstance  for 
the  people,  as  the  tlesh  of  tbs  wild  beasts  atl'ordeO  them  tLo  only  fresh  meat 
many  coidd  obtain.  Every  man  kept  a "un  and  '.^'ont  into  tlie  vcoods  in  pur- 
suit of  game  whenever  the  supply  of  food  in  his  houseliold  ran  shuri.  Deer 
were  abundant  for  vears.  There  were  numerous  cloef-iick.s,  vrliere  the  animals 
re.sorted  to  hud  salt  crater,  at  \^hlch  the  hunters  lay  in  wait  and  shot  thorn 
down  wiiliont  mercy.  Bears  were  quite  mimcrou.s,  and  did  serious  mischief  to 
the  corn  holds.  Trolve.s  were  also  plenty,  and  committed  mucli  havoc.  Packs 
of  these  animals  often  surrounded  the  cabins  and  kepi  their  inmates  awake 
with  their  howling.  A bounty  wa.s  long  jiaid  for  their  scalps,  varying  in 
amount  fi'om  3l0  to  312  per  liead.  Accounts  are  given  of  sheep  being  killed 
by  wolves  as  late  as  1S13.  Occasionally  a panther  or  wild  cal  terrilied  whole 
neighborhoods  by  its  screaming.  The  last  panther  was  shot  at  Lake  Pleasant 
by  Abram  Knapp  in  lS57. 

Besides  the  animals,  the  country  was  full  of  pigeons,  ducks,  geese,  part- 
ridges and  turkeys,  in  their  season,  all  of  which  'svore  more  tame  than  now. 
and  fell  easy  victims  to  the  guns  or  trap;  of  the  pioneers.  The  lake,  of  course, 
contained  plenty  of  lisli,  and  most  of  the  small  streams  abounded  in  trout. 
The  rivulets  emptying  into  French  Creek  were  rjarlicularly  famous  for  this 
favorite  lish,  and  the  stories  told  of  their  size  and  readiuesc  lu  iea]i  into  the 
sportsman’s  hancks  ai’e  enough  to  drive  an  angler  wild  with  enthusiasm.  It. 
doe.s  not  appear  that  the  county  was  ever  much  troubled  with  poisonous 
snakes.  There  were  some  massassaugies  and  co'pperheads  on  the  peninsula, 
but  tiie  interior  seems  to  have  been  remarkably  free  froja  dangerous  reptiles. 

Taken  altogether,  while  they  had  to  endure  many  privations  and  hardships, 
it  is  doubtful  wliethcr  the  pioneers  of  any  part  of  America  wore  more  fortu- 
nate in  tlieir  selection  than  those  of  Erie  County.  Every  one  of  the  settlors 
agTce.s  in  saying  that  they  had  no  trouble  in  accommodating  themselves  to  the 
situation,  and  were,  as  a rule,  both  men  and  women,  healthy,  contented  and 
happy. 


CIIAPTEE  XIII. 

Common  Koads,  Spage  Lines,  Matt,  Routes,  Taverns,  Etc. 

FP'IfCSE  wlio  have  familiarized  themselves  with  the  preceding  chapter.s  willre- 
J.-  member  that  the  French  cut  a road  from  Presque  Isle  to  LeBceuf  in  1733, 
the  first  year  of  their  occ‘U[iatiou,  and  kept  it  up  as  long  as  they  maintained 
posts  in  'Western  Pennsylvania.  This  was  the  first,  and  for  n.iore  than  forty 
yeai's  the  only  road  in  Erie  Count\\  The  French  road  began  at  the  mouth  of 
Mil]  Creek,  ran  south  on  a line  parallel  with  I’arade  street,  in  Erie,  to  the 
corners  in  'Marvintown.  and  then  across  Mill  Crock  Township,  by  the  farms  of 
George  Rilling,  Judge  Vincent,  Judge  Souther,  and  others,  to  the  Waterford 
Plank  Road  near  the  George  Woods  piunj)  factory.  From  the  plank  road  it 
extended  across  the  bills  to  the  Turnpike,  and  coutinned  partly  on  the  same 
route  as  the  latter  to  LeEoeuf  Creek  in  Waterford  Borough.  Allhoiigh  rou,gh 
and  hilly,  it  was  perhaps  the  faost  practicable  line  that  could  have  boon  adopt- 
ed at  the  time.  Wherever  necessity  re(puired,  the  road  was  “corduroyed” — 

* A F«pnr)j  ui‘'Uioir,  vcrifteii  in  1714.  iny?:  “ .Pnfralo  nre  foi.t  d on  Iht*  pwAh  -Imre  of  Luke  Frio,  luf,  not  on  the 
north  t-hurr.” 
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is,  tranks  of  smsll  trees  wero' cut  to  the  ])rope)’  ]oMp;th  and  laid  crosswise, 
close  tojrotlier — milking  a dry  aiid  .solid,  but  very  uneven  surface.  "Wlien  the 
first  settlors  came  in,  the  traveled  road  was  pretty  much  in  the  same  location 
as  the  ohl  French  route.  The  latter  was  still  ea.?il\  traceable,  but  was  much 
grow’n  up  with  trees. 

An  act  passed  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  in  1701  to  open  a road 
from  T'resqne  Isle  to  French  Creek,  and  nnotlier  in  1 7U5  for  the  survey  of  a 
route  from  LeBceuf  to  the  Jvwriata  pLiver  in  Miftlin  Comity.  The  Susquehanna 
& Waterford  Turnpike  was  located  by  Andrew  Fllicott  in  17‘J(3,  from  Lake  Le 
Bmuf  to  Cimvensvilie,  in  CleartieM  County,  by  way  of  Meadvilie  and  Franklin. 
Its  jmrpose  was  to  give  a continuous  roa.d  from  Erie  to  Idiiladelphia. 

d’he  earliest  road  opened  after  the  American  occupation  was  by  Judah 
Colt,  as  agent  of  the  Population  Company,  in  17U7,  from  Freeport,  on  the 
lake  near  North  East,  to  Colt’s  Station,  and  from  the  latter  place  to  the  k'ovks 
of  French  Creek,  or  B’afctsburg,  late  in  tlio  season  of  17'JS.  The  Eastern  road 
through  Greentieid,  from  North  East  to  Vvattsbuig,  was  laid  cuit  about  1800; 
the  ones  from  A3  atorfoi’d  to  Cranesvillo  through  AVashiugton  Townshiju  and 
from  Waterford  to  Edinboro,  about  1S02,  and  the  road  from  North  East  to 
AA’aterford,  by  way  of  Phillipsville,  in  1804. 

The  State  opened  a road  throug’h  the  northern  tier  of  counties,  from  the 
head-waters  of  the  J lelaware  River,  in  almost  a direct  line,  to  Ohio,  in  1S02  or 
1808,  which  is  still  known  as  the  State  road. 

•So  far  as  can  be  ascertained  by  the  writer,  these  woi’e  the  lir.-4  roads  in  the 
county,  though  others  may  have  been  opened  at  a date  not  much  later.  The 
burning  of  tlie  court  house  in  1823  destroyed  all  of  the  original  surveys  and 
rocord.s.  An  act  of  Assembly^  was  obtained,  legalizing  a re-survey  of  the  roads 
in  the  county.  Tliree  parties  of  surveyors  were  set-to  work,  headed  respect- 
ively bj'  AVilliara  Aliles,  Thomas  Forster  and  Elisha  Marvin.  The  tii'st  took 
charge  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  county,  the  second  of  the  central,  und  the 
last  of  the  western.  Every  one  of  the  roads  originally  provided  for  in  the 
county  now  follows,  in  the  main,  the  route  ma>'ked  out  by  these  geiitiemen. 

Below  is  a historical  sketch  of  die  principal  roads  leading  into  the  county 
from  the  city  of  Erie: 

BUrr.VLO  ROAD. 

The  route  from  Erie  to  the  Now  York  State  line,  through  East  Mill  Creek, 
Harbor  Creek,  and  North  East,  became  known  from  the  very  start  as  the  Buffalo 
road.  It  begins  at  tlie  intersection  of  Peach  and  Eighteenth  streets  in  Erie, 
and  extends,  at  an  almost  miiform  distance  of  al>out  two  miles  from  the  lake, 
to  the  Niagara  River  at  Buti'alo.  The  road  was  surveyed  by  James  AIcMahon 
in  1S05,  and  appears  to  have  been  ready  for  travel  in  the  same  year.  For 
some  cause,  the  road  was  only  opened  westw  ard  in  a direct  line  to  Wesley  ville, 
at  which  place  travel  diverg;ed  by  a cross-road  to  th  > Lake  road,  and  reached 
Erie,  which  consisted  of  a small  collection  of  houses  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek, 
by  the  latter  thoroughfare.  On  ])cfition  of  the  farmers  between  AVesleyville 
and  Erie,  the  court,  in  IS  12,  ordered  the  completion  of  the  road  to  the  latter 
place,  and  it  wa.s  thrown  open  tc  travel  some  time  in  tluit  year.  The  Buffalo 
road  generally  follows  a nearly  straight  line,  but  there  is  an  abrupt  jog  at  the 
Saltsmau  place,  on  the  east  silo  of  the  city,  the  reasmi  fur  which  luis  been  a 
puzzle  to  many.  It  is  said  to  bo  due  to  two  causes,  lirst,  there  was  an  ugly 
swamp  on  the  straight  line,  south  of  the  present  road;  and.  second,  it  was  con- 
sidered desirable  to  enter  the  city  on  the  lino  of  Eighteentli  street.  John 
v-r kejJ,  a pn.blic  house  in  the  old  building  which  still  stands  on  the  east 
side  of  the  jog,  and  it  is  pos.sible  that  his  iiitluonce  had  something  to  do  with 
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the  location.  The  Buffalo  roaT  forms  the  ju'incijjal  street  of  the  borough  of 
North  East,  aud  of  the  villages  of  WeBleyvillo,  Harbor  Creek,  Mooreheadville, 
and  Norlhville.  The  distances  from  the  park  in  Erie  by  this  route  a)-e  as  fol- 
lovis;  Buffalo,  90  miles;  NorthYille,  19;  North  East,  15;  Mooreheadville,  lOi; 
Harbor  Creek,  71;  \Ce.sleyvill0, 

THE  lUL'GE  P.O.tD. 

The  Eidgo  road  is  practically  a continuation  of  the  Buffalo  road,  and  is 
connected  -with  it  by  the  southern  part  of  Peach  street  in  the  city  of  Erie.  It 
follows  the  line  of  the  First  Biclge  and  traverses  the  western  part  of  Mill 
Creek,  and  the  entire  width  of  Eairview,  Girard  and  Springfield  Townships  to 
the  Ohio  line.  It  was  opened  in  1S05,  the  .same  year  as  the  Buffalo  road.  The 
purpose  of  making  the  jog  at  Peach  street  is  not  exactly  known,  but  it  is  sup- 
posed to  have  been  done  to  avoid  the  swamj)s,  wdiicli  aj^proached  the  foot  of 
the  ridge  more  closely  than  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county.  These  have 
since  been  effectually  drained,  but  in  those  days  of  poverty  they  seemed  an 
insurmountable  ol.'stacle  to  a good  road.  Whatever  the  cause,  the  projectoi’s 
of  the  route  deserve  the  everlasting  gratitude  of  the  I'leople  of  the  county,  as 
the  bard,  gravelly  bed  over  which  the  road  passes  makes  it  the  best  in  the 
county,  seldom  becoming  muddy  in  winter  or  dusty  in  summer.  The  Bidge 
road  passes  through  and  constitutes  the  principal  streete  of  Girard  and  Fair- 
view  Boroughs  and  the  villaghs  ’of  Weigleville,  Swanville,  "West  Girard,  East 
Springfield,  and  IVest  Sp.dngueld.  It  is  100  miles  by  th.is  route  to  Cleveland, 
25  to  AVest  Springfield,  21  to  East  Springfield,  161  to  MTst  Girard,  10  to 
Girard,  12  to  Fairview,  0 to  Swanville,  and  2|  to  AA^cigleville,  measuring 
from  the  parks  in  Erie  City. 

THE  LAKE  EOAP. 

The  Lake  road  crosses  the  entire  county  from  east  to  west,  at  a distance 
from  Lake  Erie  vaiwing  from  a few  rods  to  half  a mile.  It  enters  Erie  un 
the  cast  by  Sixth  street,  and  leaves  on  the  west  by  Eighth  street.  It  becomes 
merged  into  the  Bidge  road  at  or  near  Conneaut,  Ohio.  It  was  laid  out  in 
1800,  and  opened  partly  in  that  year  and  at  intervals  of  several  years  after,  as 
the  county  became  settled.  The  only  place  directly  reached  by  the  road  is 
tlie  village  of  Manchester,  at  the  mouth  of  AValnut  Greek,  ten  mik'S  west  of 
Erie.  A.lthou.gh  pas.sing  throu.gh  a good  country,  the  Lake  road  is  less  traveled 
than  either  the  Buffalo  or  Ridge  roads. 

WATERFORD  TURNriKE. 

The  Erie  ft  TVaterford  Turnpike  was  originated  by  Col  Thom:'.=  Forster 
who  seems  to  have  been  the  foremost  man  in  most  of  the  early  improvements., 
Previous  to  its  completion,  the  travel  between  Erie  and  AA'aterford  wa.s  wholly 
over  the  old  French  road,  which  had  been  but  slightly  repaired  and  was  in  a 
horrible  condition.  The  turnpike  company  was  formed  in  1805,  its  avowed 
object  being  ihe  building  of  a link  in  the  great  contemplated  thoroughfare 
from  Erie  to  Philadelphia  by  way  of  the  French  Creek,  Juniata  and  Susque- 
hanna ATilleys.  TTie  first  election  for  officers  was  held  at  Waterford,  and 
resulted  in  the  choice  of  the  following;  President,  Col.  Thomas  Forster: 
Treasui’er,  Judah  Colt;  Managers,  Henry  Baldwin,  JohnAuncent,  Ralph  Alar- 
lin,  James  E.  Herron,  John  C,  AVallace,  AVilliam  Allies.  James  Brotherton  and 
Joseph  Hackney.  Work  was  commenced  in  ISOO,  and  the  road  was  completed 
in  ISO9.  It  was  a herculean  rmdertaking  for  the  time.  In  laving  out  the 
road,  a circuitous  coarse  was  taken  to  accommodate  the  settlers,  many  of 


I ^ 


'f 


. ..  . 


,,u(»MifU- 

.iJtotS*'  ,Tt^ 


'<»<■ 


JBflSJ, 


' " ‘ IdO 


j 


.>  ifA  9».i  k>iJf^-<.-t<|^'  Mtd'n  «««<<. m 


v/tui  «i('''i:uf",  viii/u>p  tMli  .U>.,4':f«<i 

*‘  ~ - y-‘‘1^  v/^^v■/:'HJ' '’'Nrf 

i-'K$f5:/ , ^/It  lfir^M^.i*si,f y^’  ";'^ 


,U;k. . 


iff  v->'W  y.t'i'.v/r'Hj' ''liirf 
Vi^titftjy^,,j  ittij  ^ 

H'.  ^ . /.i'ifiyr'vj'  <I<?4  . W ?lltj:cyji^|';eis^'''3o  stvMiil'ill 
'.■i>  .it(  f.ii4  ij.  ‘eiksiwiPj^ 


■')'ii'^'  AXffi^tm'jtjii'  ISO 

>■..'«  o.-..>:iLt'  iA  . .n.„ii..  iii..;ji- .-'^r . .•“«il- 


ii;:6 


»t»(i 

^yrji<iy4lhfs ',f  ^ 

ttjojbf^i.'^-^^ijo 

^.-.  .,  4i«' ' , h f-o'l'Uiri  ^ 

;|--£<iq  ^4t m" 


OS ,1  . -i. 


4,  <im^'  «^<srA ‘'xhi'Sim; 

i/'J^  *mit  ■•yj  ..'>iffl»  flt  'lJljttll'oir-'KtO'J  V#''ffl:M-«yipwTW!'T  -urr'i  n'lJStf  m«*r  • ,i 

«1  ,oo: .ifj^ s/;i?i  vo.d-o 

1W(:^ip\f}S'(r , w8t  J 


.^.:,  ,■■.  -■'<y  IXWlS  'W 

’'  , .sxtiy.a'Jy  afiot.^t*% 

v.‘}*'J((f^:  I'jfeO  'X;d’ w«tg  ■ 

».jfj  todaostt  <ii 

XlloSW'W/f..hwH<s^jy^^  fWj»6-’^i 

A o^ytav/  fetstf  ftf^i 

r./yvrt^va  at  nl  Ismt 

•?'(yi)9iv|W0';riT.?i''/  4iir.-(.g:'4d/  iVi  J'a'ifmSi».'s 
•t»mKW«J..fm(ii  d^m‘y^  4iif 

i;aa  iiif/1^o,}&7f  i4  feJodT  awdr  fol 

bfi4  rroimMm  k^hl  .Mn^-aiim'm-  ^bSCOT" 

f‘i».J'9f'i;|;uoo'  «t!w  .'Ml  ■*  •■' 

!'(«» -Sai^^  nt 


io ' y/siiay  .&T.vfyios;  ,, 


236 


HTSTOBY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


whom  wore  Htockliolders  in  tlie  company.  Tlie  turnpiko  was  a paying  property 
until  1845,  when  it  ceased  to  bo  rernuuerative  to  the  stoeklioidevs.  It  was 
POt>n  after  abandoned  by  tbeni  and  accepted  as  a township  road. 

Judge  Cochran  opposed  the  building  of  the  pike”  on  the  ground  that  it 
was  luiconstitutional  to  make  the  public  pay  toll.  The  right  of  way  was  taken 
through  his  farm  against  his  protest,  and  when  the  road  w'as  tinished  his  hos- 
lility  was  aroiHedi  to  suc]>  a degree  that  he  felled  trees  across  it.  The  toll 
question  ■was  tested  before  the  County  Court,  and  Judge  Mooro  gave  an  opiii 
ion  sustaining  the  constitutionality  of  the  act  of  incorporation.  None  of  the 
other  settlers  opposed  the  right  of  way,  and  most  of  them  looked  upon  the 
enterprise  as  one  that  would  open  up  the  country  and  add  to  their  worldly 
wealth. 

The  turnpike  originally  ended  at  "Waterford,  but  twenty  years  later  the 
"Waterford  4:  Susquehanna  Turnpike  ComTiany  was  organized,  which  extend- 
ed the  route  by  IMeadville  and  Franklin  to  Curwensville,  Clearfield  County, 
where  it  coiinected  with  another  turnpike  running  across  the  State,  making  a 
good  wagon  road  from  Erie  to  Harrisburg  and  Philadelphia.  In  lax  ing  out 
the  “pike,”  fifty  feet  of  land  from  the  center  were  taken  on  each  side  of  the 
road.  The  fit-=t  toll  gate  out  of  Erie  was  kept  by  llobert  Brown,  near  Dins- 
more's  luill,  and  the.  secoj^id  by  Martin  Strong,  on  the  summit  of  the  Main  Ridge. 

The  pike  commences  on  the  southern  border  of  the  city,  at  the  Cochran 
farm,  and  from  there  extends  past  the  coffin  factory  and  over  Nicholson's  bill 
to  "Walnut  Greek.  A little  south  of  the  crossing  of  that  stream  it  ascends  tlie 
Main  Ridge,  and  from  there  to  Strong's  there  is  a continual  up  gi-ade.  Leav- 
ing Strong's,  there  is  a regular  descent  to  W’’aterford,  in  the  LeBc:euf  Valley. 
The  elevation  of  the  road  at  Strong’s  is  upward  of  eight  hundred  feet  above 
Lake  Erie.  The  on!}'  village  on  the  route  is  Ixearsage.  The  distance  from 
Erie  to  Waterford  by  the  turnpike  is  fourteen  miles. 

EniNBOEO  EL.\\K  ROAD. 

Tiie  Erie  & Edinboro  Plank  Road  Company  was  organized  in  1850,  with 
Hon.  John  Galbraith  as  President.  The  road  was  completed  in  1853.  It  fol- 
lowed the  course  of  the  Waterford  Turnpike  to  a point  a little  south  of  Wal- 
nut Creek,  where  it  branched  off  and  adopted  a route  partly  new  and  ])art!y  the 
old  Edinboro  road.  Tlie  road  bed  was  covered,  as  the  name  indicates,  with 
heavy  planks,  and  the  grade  being  in  general  epuite  moderate,  furnished  an 
easy  and  pleasant  thoroughfare.  The  Edinboro  & Mea'lville  Plank  Road, 
completed  sinmltaneoasly,  with  Hon.  Gaylord  Church  as  President  of  the  com- 
pany, formed  a smooth,  continuous  route  from  the  lake  to  the  county  seat  of 
Crawford  County.  Though  the  travel  was  large,  neither  read  proved  a profit- 
able inve.=tment,  and  both  vrere  abandoned  as  plank  roads  and  became 
township  roails  in  18G8  or  1SG9.  The  "Edinboro  Plank  Road  passes  through 
Middleboro,  Brancbville  and  McLane.  The  distances  are  eighteen  miles  to 
Edinboro,  fourteen  to  McLane,  twelve  to  Brauchville,  ton  to  Middleboro  and 
four  to  Kearaago. 

The  following  amusing  story  in  connection  with,  this  road  was  related  in 
the  Erie  Observer  of  October  ‘30,  ISSO: 

“Mr.  Reeder,  the  stage  driver  between  this  city  and  Edinboro,  tells  a funny 
story  about  an  Irishman  who  traveled  with  him  last  siunmer,  and  who,  never 
having  gone  over  the  road  before,  did  not  understand  the  ‘ lay  of  the  land.’ 
A little  south  of  Kearsage,  where  the  plank  road  diverges  from  the  pike,  the 
sign  board  mads:  ‘0  miles  to  Waterioi'd. ’ 
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•‘Going  a few  miles  farther,  they  came  to  the  sign  board  in  the  valley  of 
Elk  Creek,  which  also  reads,  ‘9  miles  to  Wulerford.’ 

“ This  seemed  to  strilco  the  sou  of  Erin  as  something  cnrioiis,  but  he  gave 
no  audible  ntterauce  to  his  sentiments.  Iteaohi ug  Eranchviile,  another  sign 

board  was  seen  bearing  the  familiar  legend:  ‘ 9 miles  to  "'.Vaterford. ’ 

“ By  this  time  the  passenger’s  curiosity  w’as  strained  to  the  highest  pitch. 
He  jumped  out  of  the  stage  while  the  mail  was  being  changed,  and  walkijig 
close  to  the  inscription  read  over  to  himsolf  several  times,  ‘ 9 miles  to  V.'ator- 
ford,’  as  if  to  make  sure  that  his  eyes  did  not  deceive  him.  The  convoyauce 
started  toward  Edinboro  and  when  McTjoan  was  reached,  once  more  ruse  up 
the  strange  words:  ‘ 0 miles  to  AYaterford.’ 

“ The  Irislimau  coirld  contain  himself  no  longer.  He  rose  up  in  liis  seat 
in  a state  of  great  e.';citement,  and  stretching  his  neck  oalBide  of  the  stage  as 
far  as  it  would  safely  reach,  yelled  to  the  driver: 

“‘Be  Gorra,  what  sort  of  a place  is  that  AYaterford,  anyhow?  It  seems  to  be. 
nine  miles  from  everywhere?’ ” 

WATEHl'ORD  PI.ARK  EOAD. 

The  Erie  & AA’aterfoid  Plank  Eoad  was  commenced  in  .1850  and  completed 
in  1S51,  one  year  in  advance  of  the  similar  improvement  to  Edinboro.  Col. 
Irwin  Camp  was  President  of  the  company;  John  AI:-.rvin  had  the  contract 
for  building  the  road:  AVilson  King  was  the  chief  engineer,  and  David  AVil- 
son  was  the  first  assistant.  In  laying  out  the  road  an  entirely  new  route  was 
adopted,  following  the  valleys  of  Alill  Creek,  AV’alnut  Creek  and  LeBosuf  Crook, 
and  obviating  the  heavy  grades  of  the  old  turnpike.  The  road,  for  a good 
part  of  its  length,  is  nearly  or  seemingly  level,  and  the  only  grades  of  conse- 
quence are  at  tlie  summit  hills  between  the  streams,  which  are  overcome  by 
cornparaf  i vely  easy  approache.s.  So  skiilfirliy  wu-is  the  engineering  and  grading 
performed,  that  a horse  can  trot  most  of  tlie  length  of  the  road.  The  Btraoger 
traveling  over  this  easy  route  w'ould  scarcely  believe  that  at  the  AA’alnut  Creek 
summit  he  was  about  500  and  at  Graham’s  smamit  between  650  and  700  feet 
above  the  level  of  Lake  Erie.  There  were  three  loll  gates  on  the  line — one 
a short  distance  north  of  A\'aterford,  another  at  Capt.  J.  C.  Graham’s,  in  Sum- 
mit, and  the  third  near  Eliot's  mill,  a mile  or  more  outside  of  the  then  city 
limits.  The  road  never  paid  a profit,  and  was  abandocrJ  to  the  townships  in 
1S6S  or  1SG9.  No  towns  or  villages  are  located  along  the  line  of  the  road,  un- 
less the  little  settlement  at  the  Erie  County  Alills  might  be  classed  as  such. 
The  distance  between  Erie  and  AYaterford  is  slightly  more  than  by  the  turn- 
pike. 

About  the  same  time  that  the  abo\e  plank  roads  wore  built,  anotlmr  was 
pushed  through  from  AA’aterford  to  Drake's  Hills,  Crawford  County,  to  prevent 
the  diversion  of  travel  that  was  feared  fj-om  the  opening  of  the  Erie  A Edin- 
boro and  Edinboro  & Aleadvilie  roads.  This  enterprise  was  no  nn.ire  of  a 
financial  success  than  the  others,  and,  like  them,  wnts  given  up  to  the  towns’aips. 

THE  SHUNPIKE. 

The  stage  company  owning  the  line  between  Erie  and  AYaterford  hud  a 
quarrel  over  tolls  wuth  the  turnpike  company  in  the  winter  of  1S27-‘2S,  which 
resulted  in  the  cotjstniction  by  the  former,  at  considerable  expense,  through 
Summit,  Greene  and  AYaterford  Towu.ships,  of  a new  road,  to  which  wa.s  given 
the  suggestive  name  of  the  Shuupike.  The  route  adopted  commenced  at 
AYaterford,  where  the  plank  road  and  turnpike  separate,  followed  the  li7\e  of 
the  fomier  to  a run  on  the  Jesse  Lindsley  [dace,  up  that  one-half  or  three- 
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quarters  of  a mile  to  tlio  Surmiiit  Township  boundary,  across  Summit  to  the 
L.  A.  Hull  place,  and  from  there  by  the  old  French  road  to  Erie.  That  por- 
tion of  the  3’oad  from  Grahanj’s  Corners  to  uoav  Waterford,  being  the  Shun- 
pike  proj-^er,  is  still  in  use  as  a townshi]^  road.  Through  Sum7uit  Township 
the  Slmupike  is  nearly  midway  between  the  turnpike  and  plank  road. 

WAI’TSBUKG-  PL.WK  liO-AU. 

A road  was  opened  in  1809  from  Erie  to  AVattsburg.  through  Phillipsville. 
It  was  poorly  located  in  spots,  and  in  .1S2S  a re -survey  was  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  State,  which  appropriated  a sm.all  sum  for  the  purpose.  This 
resulted  in  some  changes  in  the  location.  In  3832.  the  road  being  in  a bad 
condition,  the  citizens  of  Erie,  AVattsburg  and  along  the  line  made  a subscrip- 
tion for  its  improvement.  The  road  continued  unsatisfactory  until  3851,  when 
the  Erie  & AAbittsbiirg  Plank  Poad  Company  was  fonned,  with  J.  IT.  AATlliams 
as  President.  The  plank  roa.d  was  completed  in  1853,  a year  after  the  one  to 
Edinboro.  and  two  years  after  the  one  to  AA’atorford.  In  the  adu)>tion  of  a 
rente  the  old  road  was  pretty  closely  pursued  to  tlie  Diefenthaler  jdace  in 
Greene  Township,  where  a diversion  was  made  to  the  Bailey  farm.  There  it 
struck  the  original  line  and  afterward  either  f(3llowed  or  ran  ])arallel  with  the 
old  road  to  the  farm  of  C.  Siegel.  From  Siegel's  an  entirely  new  route  was 
adopted  tlirough  liOwville,  leaving  the  balance  of  the  old  road  nudisturbed. 
The  com'se  of  (he  plank  road  is  southeasterly,  across  Mill  Creek,  Greene  and 
Venango  Township.-^.  The  highest  points  are  at  the  H.  L.  Finney  and  Bailey 
places,  in  Greene  Tovmbhip,  tlio  elevation  being  some  live  hundred  feet  at  the 
former  and  six  hundred  at  the  latter.  Conrad  Brown  and  George  AA*.  Barr 
were  the  constructors  of  the  road  and  owned  most  of  the  stock,  which  they  sold 
in  a few  years  to  John  H.  AA'alker. 

There  were  three  regular  toll  gates — at  LowYille,  kept  by  AATlliara  Black; 
at  Blefenthaler’s,  kept  by  M]'.  Cluto,  and  at  Marvintown,  kept  by  F.  E.  Ger- 
lach.  The  rates  of  toll  charged  were  31  cents  for  a double  team  from 
Erie  to  AVattsburg,  and  25  cents  for  a single  team.  The  farmers  having 
found  a way  of  avoiding  tlie  toll  gate  at  Bowville.  by  driving  over  the 
Blore  road;  in  the  winter  of  1852-53  a fourth  toll  gate  was  put  up  at  Oscar 
Sears’,  in  Venango  Township,  but  the  next  spring  it  was  abandoned.  From 
the  start  tlie  road  was  a non- paying  enterprise,  and  it  was  allowed  to  run  down 
though  toll  was  still  exacted.  In  the  spring  of  1865,  public  feeling  became  so 
much  excited  that  a piarty  of  farmers  was  foianod  who  started  at  Erie  and  tore 
down  every  gate  on  tlie  road.  'J’hough  they  were  severely  threatened,  none  of 
the  party  wmre  tried  or  punished,  and  no  toll  has  been  charged  on  the  road 
since.  It  is  now  kept  upj  by  ihe  townships  through  which  it  extends.  Besides 
the  village  of  Lowville,  the  i-oad  passes  through  Belle  Valley  and  St.  Boniface. 
The  distances  from  Erie  are;  To  AVattsburg.  twenty  miles:  to  Lowville.  eight- 
een miles;  to  St.  Boniface,  seven  and  a half  miles;  and  to  Belle  Valley  four 
miles.  It  is  said  to  be  a mile  further  by  this  route  to  AVattsburg  than  by  the 
old  road.  Phillipsville,  on  the  remaining  portion  of  the  latter,  after  it 
branches  oft’  at  Siegel's,  is  fourteen  miles  from  Erie. 

LAKE  PLEAS.VXT  ROAD. 

The  first  road  in  the  direction  of  Lake  Pleasant  was  o])ened  in  1821-22 
from  Erie  to  a point  near  the  Martin  Hayes  farm,  in  Greene  Township,  about 
a mile  beyond  the  lino  of  Mill  Creek  Township.  In  1820-27,  at  a heavy  ex- 
pense for  the  ])eriod,  the  county  cemtinned  the  road  past  Lake  Pleasant  to 
French  Creek,  where  it  meets  the  thoroughfare  between  Union  and  AVattsburg. 
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At  the  era  last  spokrn  of,  tliecouiTtiy  south  of  the  Haye.s  place  was  almost  aii 
unbroken  forest  clear  through  to  Lake  Pleasant.  The  distance  from  Erie  to 
Lake  Pleasant  is  t\velve  milos,  and  to  Ihench  Creek  two  and  a half  miles 
fru'ther.  It  is  said  to  be  two  tuilcs  shorter  from  Erie  and  IVattsburg  by  this 
road  than  by  the  idank  road.  The  road  tn-anches  off  from  the  TVattsburg  plank 
at  the  Davidson  place,  abcmt  two  miles  outside  of  Erie,  and  running  iu  a gen- 
eral southwestern  course  passes  through  the  corner  of  Mill  Creek  Tov.-nship, 
enters  Greene,  which  ii^  cuts  through  the  center  from  northwest  to  southeast, 
traverses  the  southrvestern  corner  of  Ihnango  and  terminates  in  the  north- 
western corner  of  Amity. 


THE  colt’s  station  EO.VD. 

The  road  from  YVesleyville  to  Colt'.s  Station,  through  parts  of  Harbor  Creek 
and  Greentielb  Townsbipis,  was  once  of  more  consequence,  compiaratively,  than 
now,  but  is  still  considerably  traveled.  It  was  laid  out  about  1813,  to  give  a 
route  between  Erie  and  Muyville,  M.  Y.  At  Colt’s  Station,  an  inlerstction  is 
made  with  the  Eorih  East  A IVattsburg  road. 

OLD  TAVERNS. 

The  tirst  public  house  on  the  south  shore  of  Lake  Erie,  west  of  Duffalo, 
and  the  first  building  erected  ^cithin  the  limits  of  Erie  City,  was  the  Presque 
Isle  Tavern,  built  by  Col.  Seth  Heed  in  July,  1795.  It  stood  near  the  mouth 
of  Mill  Creek,  and  was  a one-story  log  and  stone  structure.  The  nerd  year. 
Col.  Keel  built  a two-sto)’7  log  building  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Second  and 
Parade  streets,  which  he  turned  over  to  his  son,  Eufus  S.  Reed,  wlio  kepit  a 
store  and  tavern  in  it  for  many  years. 

The  third  tavern  was  built  in  Erie  by  George  Buehler  in  ISOO.  Heeding 
larger  accommodations,  he  erected  another  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Third 
and  French  streets,  which  afterward  becaroo  knoven  as  the  McConkey  House. 
This  building  w'as  occujiied  as  Perry’s  headquarters  in  1S13.  It  was  standing 
till  a few  vears  ago.  Mr.  Huehler  moved  to  Plarrisburg  in  1811,  and  estab- 
lished  the  well-known  Buehler  House  in  that  city,  the  name  of  which  was 
afterward  changed  to  the  Bolton  House. 

Outside  of  Erie,  tiie  earliest  public  Louse  was  opierif-d  in  Waterford  by 
Lieut.  Martin  in  1795.  Public  houses  were  established  by  Richard  Swan  at 
Manchester  in  1SU5;  by  Henry  Burgett  at  Horth  East  in  ISOG;  by  Lemuel 
Brow'u  on  the  site  of  the  Haynes  Plouse,  in  the  same  pilace,  in  ISOS;  by  John 
Ryan  on  the  Buffalo  road,  near  East  avenue,  Erie,  in  lSt'9:  by  George  W.  Reed 
in  Waterford  in  1810;  and  In  John  and  lYavid  Phillip's  at  Phillipsvillo  i]r  the 
same  year.  After  Mr.  Ryan's  death,  his  widow  keprt  the  house  till  1820,  when 
she  married  Wareliam  Taggart,  who  assumed  charge  of  the  property,  and  gave 
it  the  name  of  the  Taggart  Hou-'e.  In  LS35,  Anthony  Sa Usman,  son  in-law  of 
Mr.  Tag'gart,  became  the  landlord,  and  served  in  that  capacity  a number  of 
years.  It  was  once  a noted  stand,  being  the  site  of  the  militia  trainings  for 
Mill  Creek  Township'',  and  a sort  of  political  center. 

Before  the  introduction  of  railroad.s,  the  Buffalo  and  Ridge  roads  were 
among  the  busiest  thoroughfares  iu  the  country,  being  the  great  avenues  for 
emigration  and  trade  between  the  Northeastern  States  and  the  West.  Num- 
erous piublic  houses  sprung  up'  and  did  a good  business.  The  tavern  keeprers  of 
those  davs  •v^■ere  us'ually  men  of  much  force  of  character,  and  wielded  wide 
pjolitical  influence.  It  is  said  thas  at  one  time  there  was  not  a mile  along  the 
roads  named  without  a p'ublic  house.  Many  of  the  buildings  are  standing, 
but  have  been  converted  to  other  pnirp'ose-s.  The  compiletion  of  the  Lake  Shore 
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Ivnilway  cansotl  a diir.inutiou  oi:'  travol  almost  iustuully,  and  it  was  not.  long 
before  tho  emigrant,  cattle,  and  freight  business  fell  oti’ eiriirely.  One  by  one 
the  public  houses  closed,  and  by  ISOU  tliere  were  Jiono  left  in  operation  except 
in  the  ton ns  and  villages.  Among  tho  most  noted  of  the  old  lake  shore  taverns 
were  the  l)ot\-  and  Keith  Houses  at  Ea.st  Springtield;  the  Martin  House  at 
Girard;  tlie  Fairview  Honso  at  Kairview,  Swan's  Ilihel  at  Sworn  ille;  the  Half- 
way House,  a liitle  v/est  of  the  county  almshouse;  the  Weiglevilio  House;  the 
Taggart  House  above  roferied  lo:  Fvrllor's  Tavern  at  Wesleyville;  and  the 
Brawley  House  at  North  East.  A number  of  these  are  yet  in  operation,  and 
will  be  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  places  where  they  are  located. 

Back  from  tire  lake  shore  the  best  known  of  the  older  hotels  wei'O  IMartin 
Strong's,  at  the  summit  of  the  M’aterford  Turnpike;  the  Eagle  Hotel  at  Wa- 
terford; the  Kol'inson  House  at  Edinboro;  the  Sherman  House  at  Albion;  the 
Wattsburg  House  at  Wattsburg;  and  the  Lockport  lionse  at  Lockport. 

The  Erie  City  hotels,  and  the  nrore  recent  ones  orrtside,  will  be  described 
in  their  proper  connections. 

TKAVEL  A\I)  TUANSrOirTATIOX. 

Ep  to  I SOO,  a good  share  of  the  travel  and  transportation  was  by  moans  of 
small  boats  on  the  lake  from  Buffalo,  and  by  way  of  French  Creek  from  Pitts- 
burgh. Judah  Colt's  colony  at  Grceniield  was  supplied  in  this  way  for  sev- 
eral years.  The  goods  that  came  by  lake  for  the  Greenfield  colony  -svere  landed 
at  Freeport,  and  i'rom  there  were  transported  on  horseback  or  by  os  teams. 
Tho  boats  on  French  Creek  generally  went  no  farther  up  than  Waterford,  but 
in  times  of  good  water  they  wore  poled  to  Greenfield  Village.  They  w'ere 
either  canoe, s or  llat-bottomed  ve.s.sels,  the  latter  being  something  like  the  mud 
scows  now  seen  on  Presque  Isle  Bay,  but  small  and  shallowu  dimwing  Vmt  a 
trifling  amount  of  water.  Those  on  the  lake  wmre  originally  propelled  by 
oars,  but  it  was  not  long  till  sails  wei'o  introduced.  The  passengers  generally 
acted  as  a crew,  and  were  glad  of  the  privilege.  In  winter  many  persons  came 
into  the  eoitntry,  either  on  foot  or  in  sledges,  by  traveling  on  the  ice  of  the 
lake.  There  was  more  of  a beach  along  the  whole  length  of  tho  lake  than 
now;  and,  until  roads  w'ere  opened,  this  was  much  used  during  the  summer. 

By  iSlt).  there  were  roads  to  all  points  south.'  east  and  we.st,  and  the  op- 
portunities for  t)  avel  and  transportation  became  greatly  improved.  Thex’oads 
however,  were  still  rough  and  muddy,  and  horseback  riding  was  the  favorite 
mode  of  travel.  Many  institnees  are  related  Avhere  emigrants  came  in  with 
their  few  household  goods  loaded  on  horses'  backs,  tho  wife  riding  one,  the 
husband  another,  and  the  children,  if  any,  a third  animal.  Sometimes  they 
were  too  poor  to  own  more  than  one  horse,  in  which  case  the  Avifo  and  small 
children  rode,  and  the  husband  walked  by  tlxeir  side  with  his  gun  or  ax  over  his 
shoulder.  As  the  roads  became  better,  the  once  familiar  two-horso  wagons 
were  introduced.  Tliese  were  covered  with  cotton  cloth  stretched  over  hickory 
ribs,  and  furnished  shelter  for  the  whole  family,  besides  carrying  their  goods. 
There  being  few  public  houses  up  to  1S20,  each  party  brought  their  provis- 
ions along,  stopping. at  meal  times  by  the  springs,  and  doing  their  cooking 
over  op)Cn  fires.  From  the  direction  of  Pittsburgh  the  French  Creek  routs  con- 
tinued to  be  the  one  used  till  some  time  after  the  second  war  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  supplies  for  Perry's  fleet,  including  the  cannon,  were  largely  trans- 
ported in  fiat  boats  to  W aterford,  and  from  there  by  the  turnpike  to  Erie. 
Alost  of  the  roads  in  the  county  were  in  poor  condition  as  late  as  is;j0. 

Tho  introduction  of  stage  coaches  was  a great  step  ahead.  After  that  came 
the  steamboats,  which  carried  hundreds  of  passengers  on  each  trip.  For  a 
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number  of  years  succeeding-  tlie  opening  of  fhe  canal,  thousands  of  emigrants, 
bound  for  -the  West,  reached  ifrie  by  steamboat,  and  trom  there  went  by  canal- 
boat?-  down  to  the  Ohio.  The  packet  boats  on  the  canal,  ilio  steamboats  and 
the  stage  coaches  all  did  a good  passenger  ixisiTU'Ss  until  the  com.}.d0tion  of 
the  railroads,  -which  speedily  put  an  end  to  their  business. 

THn  S.rLT  TK.AlDE. 

One  o'f  the  leading  industries  of  tlio  early  days  rvas  the  transportation  of 
salt  for  the  Southern  markets.  This  trade  was  commenced  by  Gen.  James 
O’Hara,  of  Allegheny  County,  about  ISOU.  and  continued  until  1819,  being  at 
its  height  probably  about  1S08  to  1812.  The  salt  was  ^''urchased  at  Salina,  N. 
Ah,  hauled  from  there  to  Buffalo  in  wagons,  brought  in  vessels  to  Erie,  un- 
loaded in  warehouses  at  the  mouth  of  hlill  Creek,  and  from  t.hGre  carried  by 
ov  teams  to  Waterford,  where  it  was  idaced  in  hat-boats  and  tioated  down 
French  Creek  and  the  Allegheny  to  Pittsburgh  and  the  country  beyond.  The 
growth,  of  the  trade,  as  shown  by  the  custom  house  records,  was  from  71-i  l^ar- 
rels  in  18.00,  to  12,000  in  1809,  which  amount  was  increased  at  a later  period. 

The  hauling  of  the  salt  over  the  portage  between  Erie  and  IVaterftu’d  and 
the  lloating  of  it  down  French  Creek  gave  employment  to  many  citizens  of  the 
county.  To  some  farmers  the  trade  was  really  a Godsend,  as  their  land  bai'o.ly 
furnished  food  for  their  families,  and.  no  markets  being  near  for  the  little 
they  had  to  sell,  they  were  ol)liged  by  necessity  to  spend  a part  of  their  time 
at  some  other  employment  to  raise  money  for  taxes,  groceries  and  clothing. 
This  -was  especially  the  case  just  before  and  immediately  after  the  war.  -when 
the  times  were  very  hard.  It  is  e.stimated  that  when  the  trade  was  a.t  its  best, 
one  hundred  teams  ctnd  as  many  persons  were  constantly  on  tlie  road  between 
Erie  and  Waterford.  The  time  for  making  each  trip  was  calculated  at  two 
days  and  tho  average  load  for  a four  ox  team  was  fourteen  barrels.  The  pric<- 
pjaid  at  tirst  was  81,30,  and  then  81  per  barrel,  wTiich  wa.s  reduced  by  the 
close  of  the  business  to  50  cents.  As  may  be  imagined,  tho  road  was 
always  bad,  and  it  was  not  unusual  for  a wagon  load  of  freight  to  get 
stuck  in  the  mud,  and  be  four  days  in  crossing  the  portage.  On  many 
occasions,  a part  of  the  burden  had  to  be  abandoned  on  the  way,  and  a second 
trip  made  to  get  it  to  its  destination.  A number  of  Avarehonscs  were  erected 
on  the  bank  of  LeBo?uf  Creek  at  AVaterford  for  storing  the  salt  until  the  water 
Avas  at  a suitable  stage  for  floating  it  duAvn  French  Creek.  The  salt  AA'as  bought 
at  Salina  for  GO  cents  ]ier  bushel,  and  the  price  at  Erie  and  AVaterford 
ranged  from  85  to  812  a barrel.  It  required  from  tAco  to  three  months 
to  convey  it  from  the  p/luce  of  manufacture  to  market  at  Pittsburgh. 
There  Avas  a period  Avben  salt  aauas  almost  the  only  circulating  medium  in  the 
county.  Oxen,  horses,  negro  slaves  and  land  Avere  sold  to  be  paid  for  in  so 
much  salt.  As  a sample,  Hamlin  Bussell,  father  of  N.  A\’.  Bussell,  of  Belle 
AHlley,  exchanged  a yoke  of  oxen  for  eight  barrels,  and  Bufus  S.  Beed  pur- 
chased of  Gen.  Kelso  a colored  boy,  Avho  was  to  bo  held  to  service  under  the 
State  laAV  until  he  Avas  tAventy-eight  years  old,  for  one  himdred  barrels.  The 
price  that  season  Avas  85  per  barrel,  making  the  value  of  the  slave  8500.  The 
discovery  of  salt  aa'oIIs  ou  the  Kiskiminitas  and  KauaA\Fa,  about  1813,  cheaiJ- 
ened  the  price  of  the  article  at  Pitt.sburgh,  so  that  Salina  could  not  compete, 
and  the  trade  by  Avay  of  Erie  steadi  ly  diminished  until  it  ceased  altogether 
in  1819. 

6T.AGE  MNES  AXD  MAIL  ROUTES. 

In  1801,  a route  between  Eric  and  Pittsburgh,  via  AVaterford  and  Aleadville, 
Avas  opened,  to  carry  the  mail  once  a Aveek.  By  1803,  it  had  been  reduced  to 
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once  in  fvro  weeks,  but  veas  soon  changed  bad:  to  tho  original  plan.  The 
inoJo  of  transportation  was  on  hox’seback  for  some  years,  and  later  by  a horse 
and  common  wagon.  At  what  time  a regular  stage  lino  commenced  running 
is  not  known  to  the  wwitor,  l>ut  it  was  probably  about  the  date  of  the  comple- 
tion of  the  turnpike.  In  1826,  stages  began  running  each  way  three  times  a 
week,  carrying  a mail  every  trip.  This  w-as  increased  to  a daily  mail,  each 
direction,  ■which  continued  until  the  day  of  railroads. 

A route  was  established  between  Eric  and  Bullalo  in  ISOG  to  carry  tho 
mail  once  a week.  Ivir.  K.uox,  Postmaster  at  Erie, stated  to  a friend  that  the 
mail  was  often  taken  in  the  driver's  breeches  pockets.  During  a good  share 
of  the  time  before  coaches  were  introduced,  tlie  pouch  was  carried  on  the  back 
of  a single  horse;  then  it  was  increased  in  size  so  that  two  horses  were 
required,  one  carrying  the  driver  and  tho  other  the  mail. 

Tho  first  line  of  stages  between  Erie  and  Buffalo  was  established  by 
Messrs.  Bird  k Deining,  of  Westfield,  N.  Y.,  and  commenced  making  weekly 
trips  in  December,  1S20,  At  tho  beginning,  a stage  left  Bntialo  eveiy  Satur- 
day at  noon  and  reached  Erie  the  next  Monday  at  6 B.  M. ; returning,,  it  started 
from  Erie  at  6 A.  M.  every  Tuesday  and  arrived  at  Buffalo'  on  Thursday  at 
noon.  By  January  S,  1824,  a stage  with  mail  was  making  semi-weekly  trips 
between  Erie  and  Cleveland.  On  the  10th  of  February,  1825,  a mail  coach 
commenced  running  daily  between  Erie  and  Buffalo.  The  stage  line  to  Cleve- 
land consisted  for  a time  of  a single  horse  and  wagon. 

It  was  considered  a great  stride  forward  when  a lini*  of  four-liorse  coaches 
was  placed  on  the  road  between  Buffido  and  Cleveland  by  a company  of  which 
Bufus  S.  Reed  and  Ira  E.  Bird  were  the  chief  men.  This  event,  nhich  took 
place  in  1S27,  was  as  much  talked  about,  and,  if  anything  more,  as  the  open- 
ing of  a new  railroad  would  be  to-day.  The  new  line  carried  a daily  mail 
each  direction  and  was  a source  of  large  profit  to  its  owners.  Eiglitecj'i  hours 
were  allowed  as  the  time  between  Bn.ffalo  and  Erie,  but  bad  roads  and  acci- 
dents often  delayed  the  coaches  much  longer. 

The  mail  route  to  Jamestown,  N.  Y.,  via  Wattsburg,  was  established  in 
IS‘28.  At  the  start  a man  or  boy  on  foot  carried  the  pouch  once  a week.  The 
route  to  Edinboro  was  established  in  the  winter  of  1835-30,  aud  the  pouch  was 
canned  weekly  on  a horse’s  back.  A weekly  mail  was  carried  over  the  Station 
road  more  than  forty  ypa.rs  ago.  Stages  still  carry  the  mails  to  YVattsburg, 
Edinboro,  Greenfield,  Lake  Pleasant,  Franklin  Corners  aud  intervening  post 
offices. 

The  arrival  of  the  stages  in  old  times  was  a much  more  important  event 
than  that  of  the  railroad  trains  to-day.  Crowds  invariably  gathered  at  the 
public  houses  where  the  coaches  stopped,  to  obtain  tho  latest  news,  aud  the 
passengers  were  persons  of  decided  account  fur  the  time  being.  IMoney  was 
so  scarce  that  few  persons  could  afford  to  patronize  the  stages,  and  those  who 
did  were  looked  upon  a fortunate  beings.  Tlie  trip  to  Buffalo  and  Cleveland 
was  as  formidable  an  affair  as  one  to  Cliicago  or  Washington  is  now  by 
railroad.  The  stage  drivers  were  men  of  considerable  consequence,  especially 
in  the  villages  through  which  they  passed.  They  were  intrusted  with  many 
delicate  missives  aiivl  valuable  packages,  and  seldom  betrayed  the  confidence 
reposed  in  them.  They  had  great  skill  in  handling  their  horses,  and  were  the 
admiration  and  envy  of  the  boys.  Talk  about  the  modern  railroad  conductor 
— be  is  nothing  compared  with  the  importance  of  the  stage  coach  driver  of 
forty  years  ago.  ' 
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CHAPTER  AIT". 

ivELiGious  Oi:c;axizatioxs,  Chukches,  Graveyari'3,  Etc. 

TTpHEN  the  EreL'cli  army  peuetrated  thissectioD  in  1753,  they  were  accompan- 
\ \ ied  by  several  Catlicdic  priests,  rvho  served  in  the  double  capacity  of  chapi- 
lains  and  missionaries.  They  erected  a small  log  cha])el  at  Erie,  on  the  right 
side  of  IMill  Creek,  near  its  mouth,  and  another  within  tlie  w;;lls  of  Fort  Le- 
Bceuf,  at  V/aterford,  in  rvhich  the  solemn  rites  of  the  mother  church  \vei-e 
regularly  adioinistered  until  the  depai'ture  of  the  invading  forces  in  1750. 
So  far  as  any  record  exists,  these  were  the  only  religious  services  held  wiihin 
the  bounds  of  Erie  County  previous  to  the  year  1707.  It  is  not  known 
whether  the  chapels  were  torn  down  when  the  French  left  the  country,  were 
destroyed  l>y  the  Indians,  or  fell  into  decay,  but  no  trace  of  either  is  mentioned 
by  the  early  American  settlers. 

The  first  rrotestrmt  exercises  we  htive  any  account  of  took  place  at  Colt’s 
Statiorr.  in  Greenfield  I ownship,  where  Judah  Colt  had  established  the  most 
important  settlement  then  in  the  county,  on  Sunday,  the  2d  (.if  July,  1707. 
About  thirty  persons  a.ssonibled  in  response  to  a general  invitation.  No  minis- 
ter was  located  within  the  bounds  of  the  county,  and  the  services  were  led  by 
]\[r.  Colt,  who  read  a sermon  f.rom  Dr.  Blair's  collection. 


PP.ESBYTF.EIAX  MISSIONARIES. 

Most  of  the  colonists  were  Presiiyterians  from  New  England  and  the  valley 
of  the  Susquehanna,  and  it  was  no  more  than  natural  that  that  denomination 
should  have  been  the  first  to  look  after  the  spiritual  welfare  of  the  promising- 
settlement.  In  1799,  a tour  that  is  somewhat  celebrated  in  the  annals  of  the 
church  was  made  through  this  section  by  Bevs.  McCurdy  and  Stockton,  two 
missionaries  who  were  sent  out  by  the  Ohio  and  Bedstone  Presbyteries.  They 
visited  Erie,  AVaterford  and  North  East,  and  preached  at  each  place  to  the  de- 
light of  the-  j/ious  people  of  the  community,  many  of  whom  had  not  been 
afforded  an  opportunity  to  attend  pniblie  wor.shi})  for  a number  of  j-ears.  A 
period  of  two  years  ensued  before  the  colonists  were  favored  with  another  min- 
isterial visitation,  when  Mr.  AIcCnrdy  was  again  sent  forth,  assisted  by  Bevs. 
Satterfield;  Tate  and  Boyd,  all  of  the  Presbyicries  above  named.  Tim  first  two 
reached  Middlebrook,  in  A'enango  Towu.=hip.  in  August,  ISOl,  and  preached 
with  great  acceptance  in  a chopping  that  had  been  prepared  for  the  purpose  on 
the  bank  of  l^rench  Creek.  'Jliey  were  accoinpanie(.l  by  their  wives,  and  trav- 
eled on  horseback.  No  roads  had  been  opened  in  that  part  of  the  county  and 
the  party  had  to  find  their  way  by  marked  trees  and  trails  through  the  woods. 
The  efforts  of  the  two  ministers  met  with  sucli  marked  favor  that  it  was  re- 
solved upion  the  spot  that  a meetinghouse  should  be  pmt  up  within  the  ensuing 
week.  On  t.he  next  Thursday,  the  population  for  miles  around  gathered 
at  the  site  that  had  been  chosen,  on  a knoll  near  the  first  place  of  w'orship,  cut 
down  the  forest  trees,  hewed  tliem  into  shape,  and  at  night  had  a rough  log 
building  under  roof,  the  first  house  for  Protestant  worship  erected  in  Erie 
County.  This  structure  was  succeeded  by  another  and  better  one  in  1S02, 
known  to  every  old  settler  as  the  Middlebrook  Church,  which  stood  until  decay 
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compelled  it  to  be  taken  do«’n  some  twenty  years  ago.  l.'b’om  riliddlebrook, 
after  organizing  a congregation  of  eightoeii  members,  Messrs.  JtcCardy  and 
Satterfield  continued  their  journey  to  Colt’s  Station  and  Norih  East,  where 
they  were  joined  by  Messrs.  Tate  and  Boyd.  At  the  latter  ptiace,  these  four 
participaleid  in  Ihe  linst  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Suj'iper  ever  administered  in 
Erie  tAMinty.  according  to  Proce.-^taut  tonus.  The  scene  of  tnis  eventful  cere- 
mony was  at  the.  beu.se  of  'ATlliam  Bundas,  within  the  present  limits  of  Lorth 
East  Boroag'h.  and  the  ('at-o  was  the  27th  of  September,  1801.  T.n  audience  of 
about  300  had  assembled,  of  whom  some  forty  sat  down  to  Iho  tables.  A con- 
gregation with  the  title  of  “ Tho  Churches  of  Upper  and  Ijower  Greenfield” 
Avas  organized  at  the  same  time. 


THE  ERIE  PRESBYTERV. 

The  Avhole  of  OYestern  Pennsylvania  this  side  of  the  Adlegheuy  Liver  was 
at  that  time  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  synod  of  Virginia.  On  the  2d  of 
October,  ISOl,  in  response  to  the  petitions  of  those  who  foresa'w  the  coming 
impiortancc  of  the  field,  lliat  synod  set  off  the  territory  bcAween  tlio  Ohio  and 
A llegheny  Rivers  and  Lake  Erie,  extending  some  distance  also  west  of  the  Ohio 
line,  into  a Presbyierj,  to  ’vhieh  the  name  of  Erie  was  given.  The  new  Pres- 
bytery met  at  Alt.  Pleasant,  Beaver  County,  on  the  13tb  of  Apadl.  1802,  seven 
ministers  pnly  being  in  attendance.  Suppdications  were  filed  fj'om  Lppor  and 
Lower  Greenhekl,  iMiddlebrook  and  Presque  Lsle.  Revs,  AIcCurdy,  Satterfield 
avi.d  McPIierrin  were  cho'^en  missionaries,  and,  it  is  presumed,  visited  Lrie 
County  during  the  year,  but  no  evidence  of  the  fact  is  to  be  found. 


PERMANENT  PREACHERS. 

Rev.  Robert  Patterson,  who  had  accepted  a' call  from  “ The  Churches  of 
Upper  and  Lower  Greentield,”  w,as  received  by  the  Presbytery  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1S02.  Hie  returned  to  North  East,  and  entei/ed  ujion  his  pastoral 
work  on  the  31st  of  December,  but  wa.s  not  ordained  until  September  1,  1S03. 
The  congregation  were  still  without  a building,  and  the  ordination  exercises 
were  held  in  -John  AIcCord/s  bark  house.  Air.  Patterson’s  contract  was  to 
preach  tivo-thirds  of  his  time  for  the  congregation,  and  the  balance  was  spent 
by  him  in  riding  the  county  from  place  to  place,  holding  services  in  the 
woods,  barns,  sheds  and  priAafe  liousas.  During  these  trips,  he  had  numerous 
startling  adventures,  and  sufterer]  many  privations.  An  effort  was  made  to 
have  him  devote  one-third  of  his  time  to  Erie,  but  failed  for  want  of  au  ade- 
quate subscription.  A log  church  was  built  at  North  East  in  1804,  on  the 
knoll  now  occupied  by  the  cemetery  of  tliat  borough.  Mr.  Patterson  preached 
at  Springfield  during  that  year,  and  organized  a preaching  point  there.  The 
first  church  in  the  latter  township  wms  built  in  1S04  on  the  site  of  tlie  ceme- 
tery at  East  Springheld.  Air.  Patterson  was  unable  to  stand  the  fatigues  of 
frontier  duty,  and  in  April,  1807,  applied  to  the  Presbytery  for  a release  from 
his  charge,  which  was  granted. 

REV.  JOHNSON  EATON. 

During  the  year  1S05.,  Rev.  Johnson  Eaton  came  on  from  ihe  southern 
part  of  the  State,  and  preached  for  some  time  at  the  mouth  of  Walnut  Creek 
and  in  Springtield.  In  the  fall  of  that  year,  be  went  back  to  hia  home,  re- 
turning in  iSOO  with  a bride,  and  settling  pormauently  in  Fairview  Township. 
The  devotion  of  the  young  wife,  and  the  earne.sLness  of  the  minister  can  only 
be  appreciated  when  it  is  remembered  that  lltey  rode  on  horseback  through 
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ilio  Avoods  tlio  ’.vbole  way  from  the  Ohio  Kiver  to  t^ako  Eviy,  with  noihing  bat 
a trail  to  guide  their  conr^e,  and  with  scarcely  a liouse  ou  the  route  at  ->vhich 
to  obtain  shelter  and  refreshments,  to  take  u[)  their  aliode  in  what  was  almost 
an  unbroken  wilderness.  Mr.  Eaton  immediately  entered  upon  Ids  pastoral 
duties,  having  the  whole  county  for  his  held,  but  giving  special  atten- 
tion to  the  people  at  Fairview  aud  Spriugtield.  In  1807.  he  succeeded 
i\Ir.  Fatter.son  at  North  East,  rurd  lie  also  lield  occasional  services  for 
several  years  at  Colt's  Station.  Midillebrof)k,  Waterford  and  Erie.  He 
was  not  ordained,  however,  till  June  30,  ISOS,  tlie  ceremony,  for  lack  of  a 
church  building,  taking  place  iu  William  Sturgeon’s  barn,  in  or  near  the 
limits  of  Fail-view  Forough.  A church  was  built  at  the  mo-aih  of  Walnut 
Creek  in  1810.  During  the  war  with  Great  Britain,  Mr.  Eaton  gave  his  serv- 
ices to  the  Government  as  a Cliaplain,  besides  ministering  to  his  congi-egation 
with  as  much  regularity  as  the  unsettled  coudition.  of  the  time  would  allow. 
By  ISIG,  thepopuiatiou  of  Erie  had  increased  sufficiently  to  enable  an  arrange- 
ment to  be  made  by  which  he  gave  one-thiid  of  his  time  to  the  congregation 
there,  which  had  been  organized  by  him  September  15,  1815.  He  continued 
as  pastor  of  the  Erie  congreg;ition  until  1823,  and  of  the  Fairvie’w  Church  un- 
til his  death,  on  the  17th  of  June,  1847.  The  first  year  of  Mr.  Eaton's  resi- 
dence in  th.o  county,  his  salary  was  S3b0  a year,  oue-half  of  -^vhicli  was  to  be 
taken  iu  produce. 

In.  ISOS,  supplies  were  Granted  by  the  Presbytery  to  '•  Ep|:>er  Groeuheld, 
Middlebrook.  Waterford  anil  Erietown,”  and  in  1809  it  was  leported  to  that 
body  that  none  ot  these  places  could  snjiport  a puastor.  It  must  have  been  duo 
to  the  })Overty  of  the  people,  though,  rather  than  to  their  want  of  religious 
])rincip!e,  for  we  line!  that  in  1808  one  Jared  Goodrich,  of  Greenfield,  was 
fined  S-1  by  Justice  Marvin,  of  the  same  township,  for  driving  his  ox  team  to 
Erie  on  Sunday.  If  every  offense  of  a similar  nature  were  jiuuislted  now,  the 
offices  of  Justice  and  Constable  would  be  more  profitable  than  that  of  Sheriff. 

THE  ERIE  OTHER  CHURCHES. 

No  regular  preaching  of  any  kind  was  had  at  Erie  until  Mr.  Eaton  was 
called  to  give  one-third  of  his  time,  as  before  stated,  the  people  vrho  were 
piously  inclined  being  compelled  to  attend  v.'orship  at  North  East  aud  Eairview. 
A faithful  few  rode  their  horses  to  these  places  every  Sabbath  when  service 
v.'as  lield,  regardless  of  the  weather,  and  for  a number  of  years  the  churches 
were  not  even  warmed  in  winter.  Men,  women  and  children  in  those  prim- 
itive clays  thought  nothiue’  of  riding  ten  to  twenty  miles  over  rough  forest 
roads  in  tlie  middle  of  winter  to  attend  Divine  worship,  which  meant  a good 
deal  more  to  them  than  an  ojiportunity  to  show  off'  their  ffiie  clothes,  or  a mere 
compliance  v.'itli  the  mandates  of  fa.shionable  soeioly. 

The  Presbyterian  congregatiou  of  Waterford  was  organized  in  1809,  and 
that  at  E^'iiion  iu  1811,  being  the  first  in  those  places.  Kev.  John  Matthews 
was  settled  as  pastor  of  the  Waterford  and  Gravel  Run  (Crawford  County) 
couuregations  October  17,  iSlO.  The  Union  congregation  did  not  ])ut  up  a 
building  till  1831.  and  that  of  Waterford  till  1834.  In  1817.  Rev.  Mr.  Camp 
was  employed  as  a missionary  to  supply  the  churches  unable  to  support  a pas- 
tor, and  served  in  that  capacity  for  two  years,  d'ho  minutes  of  the  Presbytery 
in  18'20  show  congregations  at  Springfield,  North  East,  AVaterford,  Middle- 
brook,  Union,  Eairview  and  Erie. 

METHOUnST  EITSCOP.VL  CHURCH. 

The  Methodists  held  occasional  worship  at  an  early  date  in  various  por- 
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tioijs  of  tUe  county,  l.mt  principally  in  tlie  western  and  soutlnvesteru  towu- 
sbips.  Tbo  brst  service  of  wliicli  lliere  is  a.7ry  positive  knowledge  was  led  by 
l\ev.  Joseph  Bowen,  a local  preacber,  at  the  house,  of  Mr.s.  Bersb on,  near  West. 
Springlield,  in  September,  ISUU.  A class  was  organized  neiir  L'^.vington,  in 
Conueant  Tov.usbij'),  in  bSlil,  and  the  same  year  a great  revival  was  held  at 
AsVs  Corners,  ^^’ashington  Township.  The  tii'st  church  building  was  erected 
in  ISOJ,  about  a mile  south  of  We.st  Spj'inglicld,  and. soon  after  its  dedication 
was  the  scene  of  a fariious  revival,  during  which  Itev,  Andrew  Hemphill  was 
the  instrument  of  converting  about  100  souls.  The  hirst  quarterly  meeting 
was  held  in  that  church  in  July,  iSlO.  Heelings  of  the  denomination  in  Erie 
were  held  by  circuit  preachers,  at  long  intervals,  commencing  in  18^1.  Wor- 
ship took  place  in  tlio  wintcT  of  lSlO-11,  in  a tavern  on  the  west  side  of 
French  street,  between  Sixth  and  Seventh.  A congregiition  would  seem  to 
have  beeu  partially  established  soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  ceutnry,  but 
was  probably  unable  to  support  a ))astor  until  1S20,  at  which  period  the  First 
Church  of  Erie  City  dates  its  organization.  The  earliest  of  the  other  congre- 
gp.iions  in  the  county  were  those  at  Hill  Y'dlage.  organized  in  ISIO;  iNorth 
East,  in  1S12;  Fair  Haven,  Girard  Townshiji,  iSlu;  Girard  Borough.  1S15; 
Waterford  Boruugli,  ISlO;  Union  City  and  Fairview.  ISlT;  Hiddleboro,  1819; 
Xortlivilie,  1S20;  Wai.c.sburg,  1827;  Wesleyville,  182S. 

The  following  interesting  incidents  relative  to  the  hishmy  of  the  olethodist 
Church  in  Erie  County  were  contribuied  by  Mr.  Frank  Henry  to  the  Erie  Qa- 
zcli c .* 

At  the  anmi.al  session  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copad  Church, lield  at  Uniontowu,  Fayette  County,  I’eun. , in  the  month  of  Au- 
gust, l.SdU,  the  following  resolution  was  jiassed,  viz. ; 

Keseb'ed,  til  at  a new  circuit  be  formed,  aud  called  Erie  Circuit.  That  it  shall  com- 
prise tliat  ]>art  of  North  East  Circuit  Iviny  west  of  Xorlh  E:\il,  Greenfield  and  Venango 
Townshiiis.  and  that  part  of  Mcadville  Circnii  lying  north  of  Waterford  and  cast  of  Spring- 
field  Towii.ships,  in  Erie  County. 

I have  the  original  minutes  of  the  new  circuit  up  tb  the  time  when  it  was 
again  subdivided  and  Wesloyvilie  Circuit  was  formed.  Also,  the  complete 
minutes  of  We.sieyville  Circuit  to  the  present  time. 

Nearly  all  the  jireachers  wlio  met  in  conference  in  F'niontown  inlSSOweut 
there  on  horseback  over  mountains  and  through  the  wildnerness,  fording  or 
sv.’immiug  over  creeks  and  rivers,  and  often  catnjiing  out  at  night.  Some  w^i'e 
loo  poor  to  own  a horse,  and  went  to  conference  on  foot.  They  were  indeed 
heroes  aud  those  were  "the  heroic  days  of  Methodism.”  M'hat  a wonderful 
chaugo  has  been  wrought  in  the  half  century  that  has  passed  away.  There 
are  only  a few — perha].)3  half  a dozen  members  of  the  conference  in  1880 — 
who  are  now  living.  Nearly  all  the  persons  whose  names  are  recorded  in  the 
minutes  have  passed  “ froca  iabor  to  reward.”  but  their  names  are  written  in 
the  Book  of  Life.  Many  rciiders  of  the  Gazelle  well  remember  these  old 
pioneers,  and  will  be  interested  to  have  the  work  of  the  fathers  recalled  to 
memory,  aud  will  doubtlesss  be  pleased  to  read  a few  extj'acts  from  the  old 
“ log  book:  ” 

First  cpmrterly  Conference  for  Erie  Circuit  held  at  Harbor  Creek,  September  1.3,  1S30. 
Present,  Winiain  I>.  Mack,  Presiding  Elder,  .Toseph  A.  Barrass  and  A.  Young,  circuit 
preachers.  Koll  call,  pi-e.'Cnt;  Local  pn;acher.',  N.M'.  C urtis,  Barney  Port,  'William  Staf- 
ford ; exhorters,  TiUthcr  Stone.  1).  1*.  Daniels,  A'.  AVilkins.  .Toscpli  S.  Buck,  .In.-^tus  O.s- 
buni  ; class  leaders,  Daviil  Burton.  .A.  Bowers.  William  Allen,  'Williain  Cainiihcll,  Edininui 
Briice  ; circuit  sti-ward.s.  -James  Flowers,  Stnrkely  Stalford,  .John  Whealon.  James  Afc- 
Conkc‘3',  Keconling  Steward.  A'oted  uuaniuiousl\',  tliat  the  members  of  this  t^.nartei'b' 
Conference  will  tio  all  they  can  to  establish  weekly  class  collections  on  this  circuit. 

Signed  ; AY.  B.  Mack.  P.  PJ. 

A.  A'ocxg,  Sec’  y.” 


Tfll 


r.-.cuA . 'i^4; ^ , 


«iV  yiKV^hA j<wU:  I0  «fi'& 'Sdb'wiiw 

'(riT-i'fj  vi0|)  ;faf^  , •♦rt.*»crctj,-,fc5e<ij.  ,-',af 

■ ty‘l'^  . f^'^4:  -^i  l4  litiiOT'lo  v.*J  &i<3ii  «jp!tE»w-' .. ' 

iii-‘4ii>:.  jf'ft'W  -Mi;  HO  H'S  J<pj  qlda' 

..'. ‘4 i i. J*/L*  »Kj*i  ' .rwij'f^'  .'  K^4‘£likl^«U^  *>i4  i»r'^^>'hr«'  kVr iV^ik 


s»kiif0  jf:r#^i<a  r*tfi' 

jM-,MPlr:'ffifil  ft*  .^npjf-C/  mSi  iu:«niiiJim\'>^ 


ijtj 


'V  I,-  •..  ‘istis;  ; >’.■ ' i '"  . 


jJil»vn^  &TtVTJ‘>5VMJ  M £11  vOtM@F7 «A^.lJ«->r^ftfil,|.  tf*  Y^i  lfjpr4,  ^ 

T9  «i^y>jTa4  haa , snti^  -i'ato'  ;Jo  as*)# 

f4>>!!h%r4  4^?yJ’  fii,  nl  pl^''iooq- 

lHrsfj>f).'g^:45  .faif^f  '*'.6fT;»j^^i4^'H  Jo,  aykfe  aitfflM  ‘|bjT3i,?='in'aaj£l 


•>!!£<, 1 

*ri*.<<i'-r  edi,  «r  ogoa'j^ 

(itti  cl  fPM  mkfi'iiu  ^md’^reno^j^q  atft  IJid  'fJ^,H;-.  . *akivtryxoa^‘>yflk>d^ 

*'  ---'-^  aratl  soiifffiin 


mI  oK>MiT»^ 


? 'iiaii  *ifd  'kLuiyst  pi  Y^  idiil 

i40Y<j6iaa  ,x£o^m’ 

,i)  vto'?«,»ii.!l:-,>,i  «■'■? 


hip  Wafottwi  id  iou£I  '.p# 

oi  h(-»lk«j4»i.wssdl»i  ewif  id ; ^Tdw  offi  ,4'i<*9adjq. 

Lld'odi  elyuilax  wijT  4 fajoY  f>J  fyae/jol^  od  s-ii»I)a« iry,...  b!^- 

■ ■^■..,  7 "■  . -■  - ■'.  ■ ,7.'  r:^^. 

Yva/?  f ,6,{  i!«/4p<jS'<p8,, 

ii.'r,)‘u"j,x;»!f*/  .4  '^' 

A iia’  ui  < rif/-  Mh 


-J^..)8’s(jc{i!r/(  ,n&y  T, 

■aH  ■fcwtfga  L . 

.y,..,,.  „■; — ,.„  . ,,  , .. 

•oW  iyjnfiV.  .atilmd'ff  i>i!ot-JJ.'k'Tli4«  '•rf'*»to'l%  .Js;'j-worf.  moilai  }»^<av  ' ’y  '7  >, 

Xfi3)Tfiui>  w\i4mm  rfAi  jfi.Ht./<^yotu{0u«!C,7fcy><),.V  rfM/ioO  :'#»''■? 

' If3k»dl  30  i»»  r>Jitf;i.t3l»d0i( 


.llfrOICJ 


,2:  .‘I 

'■’'.X'^’<i  <d4Vdi  'J5h^ 


■ifflffi'sf^  . , 


mSlORY  OF  FiriE  COUNTY. 


251 


Puring'  tins  confoveiiop  yoav.  Eev,  Mr.  Earrass,  preachor  iu  charge,  received 
his  salary  in  fall,  viz.,  §167.  The  salary  now  ]iaid  the  pastor  of  one  of  the 
cliarges — in  tlie  city  of  Erie — ■would  have  oinlowed  a college  professorsbij)  in 
tliose  ju'Imitive  time.s.  Tin’s  meeting  was  held  in  warm  weather  and  the  door.s 
and  windows  were  ojien.  An  enterprising  and  devout  eat  persisted  in  annoy- 
ino-  those  liavine-  charge  of  the  communion  basket,  causing  merriment  aniono’ 

To  < ^ wj  ^ 

some  of  the  young  people  present,  and  disturlung  the  meeting.  Finally, 
Erothcr  'l>an-as,s  took  the  cat  ouhside  and  herd  it.s  brains  out  against  the  corner 
of  the  house.  It  is  said  that  that  cat  was  none  of  the  nine-lived  species.  This 
act  tilled  th.e  hearts  of  some  of  tlie  “beam  in  their  own  eye”  ones  with  .holy 
indignation  and  hruTor.  The  storm  eventually  sul>sided  and  the  good  !)roliier 
was  not  cast  out  of  the  synagogue.'’ 

On  the  26th  of  Deeeml'or.  ISdi.f  at  the  close  of  a meeting  in  the  court 
house,  -^vliere  the  Methodi.sts  then  -worshiped,  a subseri}>tion  paper  was  eircn- 
lated  to  raise  money  to  pay  the  preacher,  lYe  notice  1he  names  of  George 
Moore,  Captaiii  AYright.  Albert  Kelso.  J.  ‘Lantz.  Prcssly  dirbuckle,  William 
Himrod  and  Thomas  Moorhead.  Jr.,  on  the  paper.  At  the  next  meetiiig  S4 
were  raised  to  pay  for  wood  and  caudles. 

The  second  quarterly  meeting  was  held  in  AYest  Mill  Creek  in  Pecember 
1830.  .Jo.siah  Flower  was  one  of  the  exhorters  present.  John  Brace,  of  Beaver 
Parn;  Timothy  Clark,  of  Xorth  East,  and  Thomas  Stephens,  of  Erie,  were 
added  to  the  Board  of  Stewards. 

The  third  cu'iarterly  meeting  was  held  in  ITarbor  Creek.  February  .19,  1S31. 
Stephen  Stuuiz,  -A.  C.  Barnes,  AA’atts  B.  Lloyd  and  Josiali  Flower  were  an:io.ug 
the  exhorters  present  at  this  meeting,  and  James  AlcConkey  was  Secretary. 

The  fourth  quarterly  meeting  was  held  in  connection  with  a camp  meeting- 
in  a grove  on  the  farm  (tf  Judge  Sterrett,  in  Harbor  Creelc,  near  AA'eslcyville, 
June  25,  1831.  James  h’lower,  a Steward,  resigned,  and  JeJm  Sliadd-acl:  was 
apyiointed.  The  following  local  preachers  were  present;  Barney  Bort,  Y'illiam 
Stafford.  John  Keese  Hallock,  ’N.  A\’.  Curtis,  Philip  Osborn. AA'illiam  Burton, 
Titus  Cook.  Josiah  Flower  joined  the  Annual  Conference.  Exhortcr-  present; 
Justus  Osburn,  Lutiter  Stone,  P.  I).  Pauiels,  Nehemiah  Beers,  Stephen  Stnntz, 
Pavid  Burton,  John  McClune,  Joseph  S.  Buck,  W'atts  B.  Lloyd,  Fjeeman 
Balmer  r'md  Franklin  A'audoozer. 

The  lirst  annual  meeting  of  the  Erie  Pistrict  Bible.  Tract  and  Sunday 
School  Society  was  held  at  the  brick  nreetiug  house,  Harbo.r  Creek,  July  -1,1836. 
Bev.  W.  B.  Mack.  Chaii'inau;  James  AlcCoukey,  Secreta.ry;  and  Jc,hn  Shad- 
duck,  Treasurer.  .Managers,  Stephens  Stunlz.  John  AVheaton,  Stukely  Staf- 
ford, J.  S.  Buck,  Thomas  Adams,  TimMlhy  Clark,  Pavid  P.  PanieP,  George 
AA'alker,  James  Flower,  E.  N.  Huiburt.  Jolui  Bichards  and  Pavid  Stirreit.  The 
meeting  a ijoitrned  to  meet  at  AA’heaton's  meeting  hou.se  in  Mill  Creek  Jiilv  -1, 
1832.  Almond  Fuller  and  Stewart  Cliambers  were  among  the  subscribers  to 
the  funds  of  the  society.  All  tlie  members  of  this  society  are  .now  dead  except 
Stewart  Chambers,  of  AYesleyville,  Penn.,  and  George  AY.  AYaiker,  of  Marquette 
County,  AAds. 

The  first  quarterly  conference  of  Erie  Circuit  ever  held  in  the  borougli  of 
Erie, .met  November  19,  1831,  A\'.  ,B.  Alack.  Presiding  Elder:  John  P.  Kent 
and  A.  Plimpton  were  circuit  jireachers.  Peter  Haldeimin  acted  as  Secretarv, 
pro  tempore.  James  h'lower,  Peter  Haidemau.  John  AJagoe,  A.  Bowens,  Janies 
Boyle,  and  — Sweetland  were  the  class  loader.s  [iresent.  AYatts  B.  Lloyd  was 
by  verbal  consent  allowed  to  preach  for  the  time  being.  Stephen  H.  AYilcox 
■\\fis  licensed  to  ])reacli 

The  next  meeting  was  held  in  AYesleyville,  and  l.v/.ekiel  Cbcmbors  was 
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licvrisetl  to  proacb.  The  luurtli  quarterly  conference  was  held  at  T’eter  Hime- 
Iraif’-h’s.  in  Beaver  Dam,  Julv  1:8,  1S82.  David  Vorse,  Asa  "Wliite  and  Ed- 
nuind  Brace  \\ere  among  tlie  cxhorters,  and  ^^’'illialu  Ciuunbers,  Jame.s  Bail, 
William  B.  'Weed.  Luther  Lewis  and  B.  Deiglitoii,  class  leaders.  A com- 
mittee to  l.mild  a meeting  house  in  McKean  wn.s  appointed,  vi/'. : John  Iv. 
Dallock,  Ezra  AVliito  and  -James  Bail.  The  following  local  ])reach.eis'  licenses 
were  renowrtL- .Bamey  Bort,  William  Statford.  Philip  Oshoim,  Josiah  Flower. 
Neheraiah  Beers,  David  Vorse  and  Peter  Haluemau.  At  this  meeting  W'atts 
B.  Lloyd  was  lieouaed  to  preach,  ami  Capt,  Thomas  Wh'lkins  was  licensed  to 
exhort.  At  their  own  request,  the  papers  of  Stephen  Stmitz  ami  Justus  Osborn 
were  not  renewed. 

Second  quarterly  conference  was  held  in  "Wesleyville,  .Fcln'uary  0.  1883,  J. 
S.  Barrass,  Bresidiug  Elder;  -John  Chandler  and  E.  P.  Stidraau,  circuit  proach- 
ors.  Luther  Stmie  was  silenced  and  expelled  from  the  church.  Edmund  Brace 
and  F.  Taudoozor  returned  their  licenses  to  exhort.  A committee  was  a])- 
pointed  to  estimate  the  expense  of  Im.ikling  a meeting  house  in  Erie,  viz.  ; J. 
MeConkey.  'J.k  Stephens  and  E.  X.  Hulburt:  Trustees  for  same,  E,  X.  Bulburt, 
J.  iMcConkey.  T.  Stephens,  David  Burton  and  John  Piichards. 

The  third  quarterly  meeting  was  hold  in  Erie  April  '18,  1S33.  W. 
Eogers,  J.  'Day  and  -J.  YteCoy  were  made  an  estimating  committee  to  build  a 
meeting  hoitse  in  Fairview. 

The  fourth  quarterly  meeting  was  held  on  Pie  camp  ground  in  Fairview 
Juno  22,  1S33.  E.  Yaudoozer  was  expelled  from  the  chareh,  after  trial  by  a 
committee,  viz  ; Y\'.  S.  Chaml'crs,  N.  Beers,  'William  Alay,  Solomon  Biblot, 
George  W.  W^alker,  P.  OautTman,  Bobert  Ferguson  and  Alva  Pliclps.  An 
appeal  of  Barney  Deighton  was  laid  over. 

“At  a regular  meeting  of  the  Stewards  of  Erie  Circuit,  held  in  Erie  Sep- 
tember 21,  1833,  to  tal:e  into  consideration  the  proper  amount  of  money  to  be 
collecteel  from  each  class  for  the  support  of  the  }>reachers.  the  following  ap- 
portionment was  made,  viz. : 

Wesleyville,  840;  Erie,  8h5;  Haybarger’s.SS;  Burton’s,  $10;  Brown’s,  810; 
McKean,  $12;  Bean’s  (3).  812;  Lake  Bleasant,  -810;  Adam's,  810;  Wheaton’s 
830;  Fairview.  830;  Bradish,  $0;  11.  Clark’s,  §6;  Backus's  812;  T.  Clark’s,  88; 
Haidemau’s,  88;  Bees  E.ill,  8 IS;  Gospel  Hill,  8l8.” 

Bev.  J.  Chandler  and  Samuel  Gregg  were  the  '‘circuit  riders,”  and  the 
a.monnt  estimated  for  the  support  of  the  two  men  and  their  families  for  an  en- 
tire year  was  8343.  During  the  conference  year,  beginning  September,  1870, 
and  ending  September,  ISSO,  the  combined  salaries  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
preachers  within  the  limits  of  this  same  territory,  including  house  rent,  was 
88,054. 

The  second  quarterly  conference  for  the  year  1833  met  at  the  Wlioaton 
Meeting  House  (now  Asbury;  in  West  Mill  Creek.  Bev.  Hiram  Ivinsley  was 
Presiding  Elder.  The  minutes  are  in  the  peculiarly  illegible  haudwrifing  of 
Bev.  Samuel  Gregg,  author  of  “ History  of  Methodism  YVithin  the  Bounds  of 
Erie  Conference.”  James  McCoukey  tendered  his  resignation  as  Steward,  and 
Geoi'ge  Wh  Walker  was  elected  Becording  Steward. 

The  following  trustees  were  “appointed  to  secure  a proper  location  and 
build  a meeting  house  in  Fairview-  Township,”  viz. ; James  ^McClelland,  or 
Miller,  Henry  Bogers,  John  IMcKee  ('?),  Stephen  Stuulz,  James  Moj-ton. 

The  fourth  quarterly  meeting  met  in  WY'sleyville  July  7.  1834,  Piov.  Hiram 
Kiusley.  Presiding  Elder,  in  the  chair.  The  name  of  Audley  McGill  appears  on 
the  minutes  as  class  leader.  Also  t’ue  name  of  Christian  Bort.  Local  preach- 
ers, Capt.  Thomas  W^ilkius  and  Philq>  0.sbora,  were  also  present.  E.  X.  Hui- 
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bort  ^vas  appointed  a Steward  for  Erie,  and  Henry  Eodgers  Steward  for  Fair- 
view.  Tile  decision  of  tlie  committee  in  the  case  of  John  Hiilon  was  sn.staiiied. 
A coin ijiit  tee  was  aj>]xiintod  to  build  a parsonage  for  the  use  of  the  circuit,  viz. ; 
George  "W.  AYalker,  Thomas  Rees  and  AVilliam  Chambers.  This  commiUee  was 
autliorized  to  apportion  to  each  class  the  amount  ei[iected  from  them  to  pay 
for  the  same.  The  parsonage  was  built  in  Wesley ville,  and  has  lieen  used  for 
that  purpose  ever  since.  Rev.  Roble  W.  Jones  and  family  are  its  present 
occu]iants. 

The  ]n'eaehers  tvere  paid  in  full.  The  account  reads  as  follows;  “Rrcaeh- 
er.s — John  Chandler.  tflOO;  wife,  SICK):  child.  SIO;  total,  S210.  Raid.  iSam- 
ttel  Gregg,  SR)d.  Paid."'  The  Recording  Steward  very  properly  classed  jMrs. 
Chandler  and  child  as  jn-eachers.  and  ]>aid  them  accordingly.  'J’Lere  is  no 
class  of  women  on  earth  more  earnestly  devoted  and  self-sacriticing  than  the 
wives  of  Methodist  preachers.  Many  sncces.sfnl  men  owe  more  to  their  w,ives 
than  to  tlieir  own  unaided  exertions,  but  are  not  magnanimous  enougli  to  ad- 
mit the  fad. 

Tlie  next  cpiarterly  meeting  was  held  in  Fairview,  Rev.  Alfred  Rrunson, 
Presiding  Eider;  P.  I.'.  Horton,  cirenit  preacher;  Harry  Rogers.  Cliristian 
Bort,  F.  Dixon,  M.  Haybarger,  R.  'Weeks  and  J.  Eradish  were  the  class  lead-- 
ei's  present. 

The  second  quarterly  meeting  was  held  in  Wesleyville  December  0,  1834. 
George  W . Walker  was  released  from  the  Parsonage  Building  Committee,  and 
Rev.  P.  D.  Horton  appointed  to  till  tlie  vacancy. 

Tlio  third  quarterly  conference  met  at  Wheaton’s  meeting  house  T'clntiary 
2S,  1835.  Daviil  Chambers  a]'»pealed  from  the  deci.'=ion  of  the  committee  at 
Wesleyville,  and  the  committee  were  not  .unstained  G.  Hawdy  was  oJioseu 
Recording  Steward,  in  place  of  George  "W.  Walker,  resigned. 

3,'he  fonrth  quarterly  meeting  was  hold  iti  IMcKerm  May  23,  1835.  'F. 

Gittings.  D.  Ray.  George  Deighton,  S.  Brace,  5Villiani  Kiiinear,  Phili[;  Osborn 
and  Willumi  SralTord  were  the  local  preachers  present. 

At  the  session  of  Pittsburgh  Conference,  held  in  the  summer  of  1834,  a nev/ 
circuit  called  Wesleyville  Circuit  was  set  oil',  and  the  rest  of  the  old  Erie  Cir- 
cuit left  to  tithe  care  of  themselves.  The  minute  book  was  left  for  use  of  the 
Wesleyville  Circuit,  and  the  last  record  is  in  the  hand  writing  of  William  P. 
Trimble.  Recording  Steward,  and  boailng  the  date  of  January  25,  18G2.  1 

believe,  however,  that  'Wesleyville  Circuit  contained  for  a long  time  all  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  old  Erie  Circuit  outside  tlu;  borough  of  Erie. 

A.  cpiarterly  conference  for  YVesleyvil (o  Circuit  was  held  at  Backus  School- 
house,  in  South  Harbor  CrcLlr.  March  12.  183G;  Isaac  YViuans,  Presiding  Elder; 
Thomas  Graham  and  P.  1,).  Horton,  cirenit  ]ireachers. 

A new'  cemmittee,  Stnto-iv  Staffoid,  Ezra  Y\'hite  and  James  Bayle.  was  ap- 
pointed to  build  a new  meeting-house  at  or  near  lUcIvean  Corners. 

The  next  quarterly  conference  Was  lield  in  'Wesleyville  June  25,  183G. 
Philip  Osborn  and  Barney  Boil  were  recommended  to  the  annual  conference 
for  admission  to  the  " traveling  conexiou.”  The  preachers  were  jiaid  iii  full 
— §124  each  for  a year's  hard  work.  Moine  of  the  membership  charged  the 
preacher's  family  with  extravagance  in  using  up  so  large  a salary  I It  was  not 
considered  advisable  to  pay  the  preachers  much  money  in  those  days.  It  had 
a tendency  to  make  them  •’stuck  up  and  worldly-minded.'’  Any  unmarketa- 
ble produce,  such  as  rancid  b'Utter  or  Lard,  moldy  liav,  or  wilted  potatoes,  etc., 
was  often  talcen  to  tlie  p.arsonage  as  ‘■quarterage.'’  tuid  the  preacher  and  his 
wife  were  e.apected  to  receive-  these  tokens  of  brotherly  thoughtftdmss  with, 
becoming  hmnility  attd  thankfulness.  1 called  at  the  }>arsonage  in  Wesley- 
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vill“  mjiny  yo;u’s  ago,  and  while  there  a good  hrotlier  brought  in  a choeso.  He 
did  .not  inquire  vdictiier  the  preacher  wanted  it  or  not  but  h\id  it  on  tlie  table, 
witli  a sauctimouions  grin  on  hi?  weazened  face.  At  that  time  good  chee.so 
could  bo  bought  for  >5  cents  per  pound.  “ Brothor,  how  much  shall  I credit 
you  for  Ihist’-  inquirod  the  preacher.  “I  took  it  on  a debt,  and.  will  not  l)c 
hard  with  you.  Caii  it  10  cents  per  ])ouud,”  was  the  ])ro.m]-<t  rc|.ily.  The 
pre.acher’s  son.  a.  pronu.--ing  i'ld  of  twelve  summers.  ins]>ectr‘d  the  cheese  very 
clo.se)y.  In  a few  minutes  he  came  in  with  a piece  of  hi.s  mother's  new  clothes' 
line  in  ids  hand.  ‘‘ Wliy,  my  son!  what  in  the  world  are  you  going  to  do ’ 
his  mntlier  inquired,  "Going  ter  lie  up  pu's  cheese  to  keep  it  from  crawling 
awa}'.”  was  tlio  laconic  reply.  The  chee.se  was  a livii.ig,  loathsome  ma.s.s  of 
maggots,  and  the  old  rascal  knew  it  before  going  to  the  parsonage,  d’ho  good 
layman  sneaked  oft’,  and  was  that  preacher's  enemy  ever  after.  If  such  fellows 
succeed  lu  dodging  into  heaven,  then  the  doctrine  of  universal  salvation  will 
be  "the  correct  thing.” 

In  iSdO,  J.  Chandler.  L.  D.  Alix  and  Albina  Hall  were  the  circuit  ]ireachers. 

At  the  meeting  held  in  Wesley ville  January  H,  1S57,  David  W.  V’orse.  of 
IMcKeau,  ivas  licensed  to  preach.  At  a meeting  held  in  .YlcKe'au  July  4,  lS37, 
lie  was  recommeadod  to  tlie  annual  conference  for  admission  to  the  itineracy. 
David  Cbambe.rs  was  niiide  an  agent  of  the  circuit  to  build  the  parsonage. 
This  ent^^rprise  seemed  to  move  along  slowly.  A resolution  to  sust.iin  him 
unanimriusly  passed. 

The  ne.\.t  uu  eting  was  hmd  at  Hoag's  Schoolhouse,  in  South  Harbor  Creek, 
September  T.',  1587.  A committee  on  temporal  interests  was  appointed,  viz. 
William  Cainjiboli,  George  W.  AN’alker  and  David  Ciiambers.  This  committee 
was  directed  to  notify  subscribers  to  the  parsonage  fund  that  they  must  pay 
up  or  be  dealt  with  according  to  disei[)line.  D.  Pre.-.tou  and  D.  Pritchard  w’ere 
the  preachers.  Alarch  8.  1S85,  at  a meeting  held  in  Fairviev. . Peter  Haldornan 
was  licensed  to  preach. 

At  the  meeting  held  in  AIcKeau  June  8,  1538.  Philip  Osborn  ivas  recom- 
mended to  the  annual  conference  for  deacon’s  orders.  All  that  part  of  AVes- 
lej'vilie  circuit  ivest  of  the  AATterford  Turupiko  was  formeil  into  a new  circuit, 
to  be  called  AIcKean  Circuit.  'J’he  following  is  the  first  oliicial  board  of  Mc- 
Kean Circuit;  Joel  Stafford,  Recording  Stew'aid:  Joseph  S.  Back,  Lewis 
Caklor,  John  Ij.  B. . ]'’iubp  Osborn,  Gc.'orge  Deiojitouaud  John  i'almiter. 

At  a meeting  held  in  AVeslewille  June  15,  1S3U,  Alaihias  Himebaiu-cli  was 
licensed  to  proacli.  David  Iff'estoh  and  jl.’heodore  J.).  ].llinn  were  the  circuit 
preachers.  Tlie  former  received  a salary  of  SlO'J.oS,  and  Air.  Blinu  received 
?93.G5. 

UNITED  PKESBYTEIU.INS.  LUTHER.-VNS,  EPISCOP.\LI,‘VNS,  ETC. 

Rev.  Robert  Reid,  a minister  of  the  Associate  Reformed  iTe.-^byterian 
Church,  gathered  a congregatiou  in  Erie  in  181 1.  which  was  the  frst  regularly 
organizeil  religious  body  in  the  city.  Services  were  hold  in  a schoolhouse 
until  18R1,  when  a church  building  was  erected,  eight  years  in  mlvance  of  that 
of  the  First  Rresl'yterian  congregatiou.  These  two  were  the  sole  reli  gious 
organizations  in  the  city  in  1N20.  A second  society  was  organized  by  Air. 
Reid  at  Waterford  in  1812.  three  years  after  ibo  Presbyterian -body  of  tbo  same 
place.  The  denomination  became  known  as  the  United  Presl>yterian  Church 
in  ISJS,  as  will  lie  e.vpiained  below. 

7n  the  year  1815,  Rev.  Charles  CoFon,  n Lutheran  minister  from  Germany, 
came  to  the  As orth west  and  'jimauized  four  congregations  i.)f  that  church,  oue 
each  at  Aleadville,  French  Creek,  Conneaut  and  Erie.  The  Erie  society  died 
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*on(  very  soon,  and  does  not  apjiear  to  have  been  revived  until  many  years  latei'. 
Tile  earliest  Lutliei'an  Church  in  Erie  City  was  built  in  1S35. 

The  Jirst  knowledge  we  have  of  the  Episcopalians  is  through  a pa])er,  a 
copy  of  which  has  been  jire.servod.  drawn  up  in  lS03,  and  signed  by  fourteen 
citizens,  agreeing  io  contribute  tiie  sum  of  S83  annually  “to  pay'  one  third  of 
Rev.  Mr.  Ratiei .son’s  time  in  Erie,  until  a Chui’ch  of  England  clergyman  can 
bo  placed.’'  Mr.  Patterson,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  the  Presbyterian  minis- 
ter in  charge  at  North  East.  Among  the  .signatures  are  the  familiar  names  of 
Peed,  Pecs  and  dVallaee.  No  organization  of  the  denominalioti  was  effected 
till  March  17.  Ib27.  when  a number  of  persons  withdrew  from  the  Jh'esbyterian 
Church  and  became  united  as  St.  Paul’s  .Episcopal  congregation.  About  the 
same  time,  Pev.  Charles  Smith  came  on  from  Philadeiphia  and  assumed  charge 
as  rector.  Services  were  lield  in  the  court  house  till  a building  wm.s  cornjdeted 
in  Novembei',  1&32,  The  Vi’aterford  society,  the  second  in  the  county,  was 
organized  tlio  same  y'ear  as  the  one  at  Erie. 

The  lirst  tniUling  of  the  Christian  denomination  was  erected  at  East 
Springfield  in  lb2ti,  and  the  second  in  Pairview  Township  in  1S35. 

CATUOLICS  OXIIEK  DEXOMrKATIOXS. 

The  Poman- Catholics  had  no  organization  in  the  county  until  1833,  when 
a church  was  erected  in  the  northern  part  of  Mcffean  Township,  and  occupied 
irntil  the  new  one  was  put  up  in  Middlcb-oro.  St.  Mary’s  and  St.  Patrick’s 
congregations  in  Erie  date  from  1833  and  1837  respectively.  The  Catholics 
nou'  number  more  eomm'anicauts  than  any  single  denomination  in  the  county. 

The  Ijake  Erie  I'niversalist  Association  was  organized  in  Vvellsburg  in 
183b,  where  a church  liad  been  e.slablished  the  preceding  year.  The  Erie 
church  wa.s  not  organized  until  1844. 

The  earliest  Baptist  congregation  was  in  Harbor  Creek  Towtishij)  in  1S22. 
This  was  followed  by  societies  at  Erie  in  1831,  and  in  North  East  and  Water- 
ford ToAvnships  in  1&32. 

ThoEnited  Brethren,  the  Adventists  and  the  other  denominations  are  com- 
paratively new  to  thi's  section. 

Some  of  tlie  churclic-s  are  large,  h.andsome  and  expensive  structures,  ivliile 
about  one-third  are  idnin  v.’ooden  buildings  that  cost  less  and  are  less  impos- 
ing than  man}'  of  the  barns  in  the  county.  The  must  elaborate  churches  are 
in  Erie,  Corry.  North  East.  Tnion,  Girard,  I’airview,  Miles  Grove,  Harbor 
Creek,  Waterford  and  Mill  Tillage.  The  Cathedral  church  of  the  Poman 
Catholics,  at  the  corzier  of  Tenth  and  Sa-safras  streets,  in  Erie,  which  has  been 
building  for  several  ycaiis,  will,  when  congdeted,  be  the  most  extensive,  costW 
and  handsome  religious  edxkce  in  this  pai't  of  Pennsylvania. 

inS'r  OF  CHl'ECHES. 

Below  is  a list  of  the  various  congregations  in  the  county  in  ISSO,  with  the 
year  each  one  is  supposed  to  have  been  organized.  Any  additions  that  Lave 
been  made  since  that  year  will  be  mentiouecl  In  the  towu:sbi]i  sketches; 

l^rc.<h]jter!on  (PJ). — Belle  Talley.  1841:  Beaver  Dam.  Wayne  Township, 
alx)ut  l'82t);  Central  Church.  Erie,  1871;  CLe.stuut  street.  Erie,  187();  Corry, 
18(54;  East  Spi'i  ngiieid,  HU-l;  Edinboro,  1820:  Pairview  Borough,  18-1  b;  First 
Church.  Erie,  Iblo;  Girard  Borough,  1835;  HaiPor  Creek,  1832;  Mill  Tillage, 
1870;  North  East  Borough.  1801;  Park  Church,  Erie,  1855;  Pnion  City,  h811, 
W’aterford  Porouuh,  ISOO;  Wattsburg.  1820:  ’We.stiuinster.  Mill  Creek  Town- 
shi]),  1800-1851;  Wales,  (.heene  Tov-.nslii]i.  1840. 

The  Presbyterian  Churchc.s  of  Erie  County  are  within  the  bounds  of  the 
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Hynod  of  Pcm'isvlvania  and  of  the  Presbytery  of  Erie.  The  Synod  was  con- 
stituted in  18S1,  and  embraces  the  four  old  Synods  of  Philadelphia,  Harris- 
burjp  Erie  and  Pittsburgh.  The  Pri'sbytery  oinbrfiCes  Erie,  Cr;nyford,  AVar- 
ren,  A'euango  and  Alercer  Countie.s,  and  contains  sixty-tvv'o  churches  and  about 
fifty  ministers. 

United  PreUiyferian  (G). — Beaver  Bam,  AVayne  Township,  1851);  First 
Church,  Erie,  1811;  .Five  Points,  Summit  Townshijn  1842;  Mission  Cnurch, 
Erie,  1S74;  AA'aterford  Borough,  1812;  AVhiteford's  Corners,  Summit  Town- 
ship, 1S7G. 

The  name  of  this  denomination  in  Erie  County  vtas  originally  the  Asso- 
ciate Beformed  Presbyterian  Church,  On  the  2Gtl.i  of  M-ay,  185S,  the  Associ- 
ated Presbyterian  and  the  Associated  Beformed  Presbyterian  societies  of  the 
Northern  States  consolidated  under  the  name  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  churches  of  this  county  are  attached  to  the  First  Synod  of  the 
AVost  and  to  the  Lake  Presbytery.  The  Synod  embraces  all  of  the  ehurches  in 
Pennsylvania  west  of  the  Allegheny  and  portions  of  Ohio  and  Michigan.  Tlie 
Presbytery  covers  Erie  and  Crawford  Counties,  a portion  of  Alerccr  and  a 
small  part  of  Trumbull  County,  Ohio. 

Episcopal  (S). — Emanuel,  CoiTy,  1SG4;  Cross  and  Crown,  Erie,  1867: 
Miles  Orove,  1SG2;  Mission  of  the  Holy  Cross,  North  East.  1872;  St,  Paul's, 
Erie,  1827:  St.  John’s,  Erie,  1867;  Union  City,  1875;  St.  Peter’s,  AVaterford 
Borough,  1827. 

The  churches  of  Erie  County  are  embraced  in  the  Diocese  of  Pitt.sburgh 
and  in  the  Erie  Deanery.  The  Diocese  includes  ail  of  Pennsylvania  west  of 
tiiG  Eastern  lines  of  Somerset,  Cambria,  Clearfield,  Elk,  Cameron  and  Mclvean 
Counties;  the  Deanery  comprises  Erie,  Crawford.  A'enango,  Lawrence  and 
Mercer  Counties.  The  Pittsburgh  Diocese  was  organized  November  15,  18G5, 
on  which  date  Rev.  John  B.  Kerfoot  was  elected  Bishop.  His  consecration 
took  place  on  the  eusuing  20th  of  January.  Hie  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Cortland  AA’hitehead,  who  was  consecrated  on  January  25,  1882.  The  Erie 
Deanery  was  erected  on  the  12th  of  June.  lS74.  The  Deans  have  been  as  fol- 
lows: 1st,  Rev.  J.  F.  Spaulding,  Erie;  2d,  Rev.  AAb  H.  Tlilis,  Erie;  3d,  Rev. 
B^enry  Purdon,  Titusville. 

United  Brethren  (18).- — Branchville,  McKean  Township.  a6out  1866; 
Corry,  18G4;  Clark  settlement,  Harbor  Creek  Township,  1856:  Erie, 

1878;  Elk  Creek  and  Girard  line,  1870;  Elk  Creek  ToAvnship,  1853;  Fairview 
Township,  about  1857;  Greene  and  ATnango  lino,  1871;  Macedonia.  A’'enango 

Township, ; New  Ireland,  LeBamf  Township,  lS7f>;  Sliattuck's  Corners, 

Greenfield  Township,  about  1874;  Union  City.  1872;  A\  ayne  A^alley.  AVayne 
Tovv'uship,  1870. 

Roman  Catholic  (IG).  — Albion,  prior  to  1850;  St.  Mary’s,  Frio.  1833:  St. 
Patrick’s.  Erie,  1837:  St,  Joseph’s,  Erie,  about  1853;  St.  John’s,  Erie,  1809; 
St.  Andrew’s,  Erie,  1871:  St.  Thomas,  Corry,  18G0;  St.  Elizabeth.  Corry, 
lS7u;  St.  John’s.  Girard,  1853;  St.  Boniface,  Greene  Township,  1857;  St. 
Peter’s,  Greene  Township,  1870;  St.  Alatthew’s,  Summit  Township,  18G7;  St. 
Francis  Xavier.  Aliddleboro,  1833;  St.  Gregory’s.  North  East,  1854;  St.  Tei'e- 
sa’s,  Union  City.  1857;  St.  Cyprian’s,  AVaterford  Station,  1878. 

The  Erie  Diocese  comprises  the  counties  of  Erie.  Crawford.  Alercer, 
ATmango.  Eoresr,  Clarion,  Jell’erson,  ClPR’Jh'ld,  Cameron.  Elk,  AlcKean.  Potter 
and  Warren.  It  was  established  in  1853.  Rt.  Itev.  Alichael  O’Conner  being 
the  first  Bishop.  He  was  transferred  from  Pittsburgh  in  1853.  and  re-trans- 
ferred in  1S54.  liis  successor,  Rt.  Rev.  J.  M Young,  was  consecrated  A])i’il 
23,  1854,  and  died  September  18,  ISGG.  Rt.  Rev.  T.  rtlulleu,  present  Bishop, 
was  consecrated  August  2,  l8GS. 
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Methodist  Episcopal  (55). — Albion,  prior  to  1850;  xVsb’s  Cornors,  WasL- 
ingLon  Township,  18GT ; Aslmry,  YTill  Creek  Township,  1840;  Aslmry.  Union 
Townsiiij),  1810;  Beaver  Dain,  lSo8;  Carter  ilill,  about.  1885;  Corry,  bSt>2; 
(Iberry  Hill.  iSoS;  Concoi'd  Township.  1870;  Craiie.sville,  about  1830;  Crane 
road,  Franklin  Tov.'uship.  I8b7;  East  Springtield,  IS25;  .Fxlinlwro,  182b; 
Edenvillo,  .LeBunif  Township.  1830;  Elgin,  1854;  Eureka,  1807; 
Church.  Erie,  1820;  Fair  Haven,  Crirard  Township.  1S15;  Fairplain,  Girard 
Township,  18  U);  Fairview  Boi  ongh.  1817;  Franklin  Corners,  1800;  Gospel 
Hill,  Harbor  Creek  Township.  ISIO;  Greentield,  1830;  Girard  Borough,  1815 ; 
Harbor  Crook.  183-4:  Hatch  Hollow,  Amity  Township,  ]>rior  to  1835;  Hamlin. 
Sunamit  Township,  1837;  Fleepville,  about  1N07;  Lowville,  1875;  Lockport, 
1843;  Miles  Grove,  1807;  olcLane,  Washingtou  Township,  1863;  Alill  Yil- 

lage,  prior  to  1810;  Middleboro,  1819;  Macedonia.  Venango  Township, ; 

North  Corry.  1870;  North  East  Borough,  1812;  Northvilie,  al'out  1820;  Phil- 
lipsville,  prior  to  1S4S:  South  Harbor  Creek,  Harbor  Creek  Towmship'i,  prior 
to  1830;  Simpson  Church,  Erie,  1858;  Sterre.ttanla.  1842;  South  Hill,  iOckcan 
Township,  about  ISGO;  Sharp's  Comers,  IVaterford  Township.  1838;  Sherrod 

Hill, ; Tower  Schoolhouse,  Y'enango  Township,  ; Tenth  Street,  Erie, 

1S67;  Union  City.  IS  17;  YVaterlord  Borough,  1814;  V'ellsburg,  1833;  dVatts- 
burg,  1827;  AVest  Springfield,  1801;  AVales,  Greene  Township,  about  1850; 
AVe.st  Greene,  1827:  Wesley vi lie,  1S2S. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  iu  Eri.o  County  are  attached  to  the  Erie 
Conference,  organized  in  1836,  the  botind.s  of  which  extend  on  the  west  to  the 
Ohio  State  line,  on  the  east  to  a line  running  slightly  beyond  Jamestovru,  N. 
Y. , and  Bidgway,  Penn.,  and  on  the  soutli  to  a line  running  east  and  wmst  be- 
low New  Castle,  Penn.  The  Conference  is  subdivided  into  six  Presiding 
Elders’  district?,  viz.  : Erie.  Clarion,  Franklin,  Jamestown,  Meadville  and 
New  Castle.  The  Eric-  District  includes  the  churches  of  Erie.  Mill  Creek, 
Fairview,  Girard.  Greene,  G]'eeniield.  Harbor  Creek,  McKean,  North  East, 
Summit,  Springtield,  AA'esleyville  and  Waterford;  the  Aleadville  District  those 
of  Albion.  Edinboro,  Lockport,  Mill  Adllage,  Union  and  A\’attsburg;  the 
Jamestown  District  those  of  Corry.  Tlie  Presiding  Elders  of  the.se  districts 
hfive  been  as  follows; 

Erie  District — G.  Fillmore,  1821-24;  AAA  vStvayze.  1825-27;  AV.  B.  Alack, 
1828-31:  J.  S.  Barns,  1832;  H.  Kinsley,  1833;  J.  Chandler,  1836-38:  J.  C. 
Avers,  1839-42;  T.  Goodwin,  1843-44;  J.  Kobiuson,  1845-48;  B.  O.  Plimp- 
ton, 1849;  E.  J.  L.  Baker,  1,850-53  and  1865-68;  J.  Leslie,  1854-57;  J. 
Flower,  1858-61  ; J.  H.  AVhallou,  1862-64;  D.  AI.  Stever,  1869-72;  E.  AI. 
AVarren.  1873-75;  AAA  F.  AA’iKon,  1870-78:  E.  W.  Scott,  1879-80. 

Aleadville  District — Z.  H.  Coston,  1832;  A.  Brunson,  1833-34;  i.  A\'inans, 
1835;  J.  S.  Bams.  1836-3.;  H.  Kinsley,  1838-39,  1843—45  and  1855-58;  J. 
Bain,  1840-42;  B.  O.  Plim]>ton,  1846-48;  AAA  Patterson,  1849-52;  E.  J. 
Kenney,  1853-54;  N.  Norton,  1859-62;  J.  AV.  Lowe.  1863-06;  G-.  A\A  Alaltby, 
1807-70;  W,  P.  Bigr.ell,  1871-74;  J.  Pe.atc,  1875-78;  F.  H.  Beck,  1879-SO. 

Jamestown  District — H.  Kinsley,  1834-30;  R.  A.  Aylworth,  1837-38:  D. 
Preston,  1839-41;  J.  J.  Steadm;an,  1842-43;  D.  Smith,  1844-47;  AA’.  II. 
Hunter,  1848-51;  J.  H.  AVhallon,  lS5'2-55;  B.  S.  Hill,  1850-58;  ,K  AV.  Lowe, 
1S59-62;  G.  AV.  Alaltby,  1S63-G6;'J.  Leslie.  1867-70;  A.  Burgess,  1871-72; 
N.  Alorton,  1873-75;  O.  Gr.  AIcEntire,  1876-79. 

Unicersulist  (5).— Corry.  1877;  Erie,  1844;  Girai'd,  about  1850;  AATllsljiirg. 
lS3S:  A'cst  Springtield.  1848. 

Ecaiigcli'^al  As^nciat ion  (6),- — Emanuel,  Summit  Township,  about  1838; 
Salem.  Fairview  and  Alill  Creek  line,  1833;  Salem,  Erie,  1833:  Alt.  Nabo.  Fairview 
Borough,  1833;  North  East  Borough,  1870;  congregation  at  Sterrettania. 
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Lutheran  (11). — St.  John's  Erangolical  Lritlieran  and  Kefovmorl,  Erie-,  1S35; 
St.  l.’aisr.s  Gerrjirm  Evangelical,  Erie,  iSoO;  German  Evangelical  Liitlieran 
Trinity,  Erie,  18S1;  Fi2>t  English  Evangelical  Lutheran,  Erie,  ISGl  ; Evan- 
gelical Luiheran,  Girard  Borongli,  ISflC);  Evangelical  Lutheran,  Faii'vie-w,  1S50; 
St.  Paul’s  German  Lutheran.  Mill  Creeh  Township,  about  1S8G;  St.  Paulhs 
German  Evangelical.  Xorth  East,  ISO-L.  St.  Jaco'n’s  Evangelical  I’nited,  Fair- 
view  Township.  ISad:  j'ri.nkliu  To,vnship  Church,  1S71;  German  (Lutheran), 
Curry,  alront  1871. 

Baptist  (iCp. — Curry,  iSGo;  Edirrboro,  18TS;  Franklin  and  Elk  Creek 
lirre,  ISGG;  First  Clurreb.  Erie,  1831:  German  Church.  Erie,  ISGI;  Lowrey 
settlement,  Harbor  Creek  Townshi]),  IS’2‘2:  I\.lc.Lane,  Washington  Tovvrrship, 
IS3S;  rsortli  East,  1S32;  Xewnrair's  Hridge,  Waterford  Townshi}),  1832  or 
1833;  Pageville,  1830:  Second  Greentiekl  Union  Free-Will  Baptist,  Greentield, 
Township,  1 SSI : Euion  City,  iSo'J;  A\'atcrfurd  and  Amity  line,  about  1835; 
W'est  Springfield.  1826;  Wattsburg,  lS50;  AVellsburg,  1839. 

Cftrisfian  (S). — Corry,  iSb-t;  Lraketowu,  1877;  East  Springylield,  182G; 
Eairview  Township,  1835;  Girard  and  Erankliir  line.  1S72;  Hare  Creek, 
AVayno  Townshiir,  1877;  lUeJ-/allen’s  Corners,  1S2S;  Oali  Hill,  Waterford 
Tow'mHip,  1S5-L 

Disciple  (2).  — Albion.  iS'SU;  Loekport.  1877. 

Congregational. — Corry,  1871. 

Hehreiv. — Erie,  1858:  Corry,  about  1873. 

Adrcnt.  — Edinhoro.  1SG3. 

Weslei/an  Mcihodist  (3j. — Concoivl  Township,  18-10;  Erie,  1S4-7;  Ivcep- 
ville.  1854. 

African  Methodist  L/u'.sropa/.  --Erie,  re-organized,  1S77. 

Union. — Wanross  Church.  LeBcnuf  Township,  erected  1S69. 

Hcca])itrdatioD.- — Presbyterian,  19;  Vnited  Prc.sbyterian,  0:  Episcopalian, 
8;  Fnited  Brethren,  13;  Homan  Catholic,  P»:  Methodist  Episcopal,  55;  Con- 
gregational, 1;  Advent,  1;  African  Methodist  Episcopal.  1;  Fniversalist  5; 
Lutherar,  11;  Evangelical  A.ssodation,  G;  Baptist,  IG;  Christian.  8;  Disciple, 
2;  Hebrew,  2;  Wesleyan  Methodist,  3;  Lmion,  I;  total,  17-1. 

SUND.VY  SCHOOLS. 

Th(3  fii’st  Sinulay  scliool  in  the  county  was  founded  I'v  Rev.  Air.  IMortcin. 
and  Col.  James  Moorhead  at  Moorheadville,  in  1S17.  In  1818,  Mrs.  Judah 
Colt  returned  to  Erie  after  a visit  to  Mew  England,  vydiere  schools  for  the 
religious  instruction  of  children  on  the  .Sabbath  had  recently  been  itilroduced, 
and  by  the  aid  of  Mrs.  H.  S Heed  and  Mrs,  Carr  estal>lished  a class  for  girls, 
wliich  met  alternately  at  the  houses  of  the  two  ladies  last  named.  Jvfter  a 
time  tiie  brothers  of  the  girls  asked  to  k'e  admitted,  but  fears  were  entertained 
that  they  would  be  hard  to  control,  and  it  was  only  after  much  debate  and 
hesitation  that  they  were  allowed  to  enjoy  the  benefits  of  the  class.  Col. 
Thomas  Forster  became  interested  in  the  enterprise,  and  in  1820  tendered 
tlie  ladies  a room,  w'hich  was  gladly  accepted.  A j)ul.)lic  meatiug  was  held  in 
the  court  house  on  tlic  25th  of  March,  1821.  to  consider  the  (vroject  of  regularly 
organizing  “■  a Sunday  School  and  Moral  Society.”  Resolutions  in  favor  of 
the  same  were  drafted  and  introduced  by  R.  S.  Reed,  Thomas  H.  Sill  and 
George  A.  Eliot — one  capitalist  and  two  lawyers — and  solemnly  adopted  by  the 
audience.  A j'aper  for  contributions  was  passed  around,  and  the  munificetit 
sum  of  SgS.ot.'  snb.-^ci'ibeil  to  ])rocti3-e  suitable  Ito-.jks.  ' fi’his  subscription  })a}'er 
is- now  hanging  up  in  the  basement  of  the  First  Pre.sbv  tet  iaii  Church  of  Erie. 
The  school  commenced  in  Alay  with  an  attendance  of  sixty-four,  big  and  little. 
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wlioliad  increased  to  eiglity-oue  at  tlje  end  of  six  months,  of  wliom  tweirty-one, 
or  nearly  one- ft'urtb,  were  colored.  Horace  Greeley,  then  an  tanploye  in  the 
ofiioe  of  the  Eric  GazeUe.  was  one  of  the  scliohirs  in  the  v, inter  of  1S30-31. 
A second  sciiool  was  started  in  Septemlier,  by  Ih.e  ladies  of  St.  Paul’s 

Episcop.'il  coMgi'egation,  and  lield  its  sessions  in  the  court  house  nni.il  their 
church  bnildi,iig  was  completed.  The  first  schools  had  to  encounter  some 
opposition,  even  from  zealous  Christian  citizens.  A Sabbath  school  is  now 
coniiected  with  a.lmost  every  chnrcli  in  the  county. 

BIBLE  SOCIETY  AND  Y.  M.  C.  ASSOCl'.VnON. 

The  Erie  Conntv  Bible  Society  was  established  in  1824,  and  lias  been  in 
coutinnons  operation  ever  since.  Its  mi^sion  is  to  disirilmte  the  .Holy  Book 
free  of  cost  to  those  who  are  too  poor  to  buy,  and  at  a moderate  price  to  persons 
in  better  circumstances.  The  hint  officers  were  Bev.  Johnston  Eaton,  Presi- 
dent: Bev.  Bobert  Reid.  Tice  Presiderit;  George  Selclen,  Secretary ; and  E. 
D.  Gunnison,  Treasurer.  Its  annual  meetings  are  lurid  on  the  first  \Vodnc,sday 
after  the  second  Tuesday  in  Ylay. 

Tlie  only  Young  Hen's  Christian  Association  in  the  county  is  in  Erie, 
and  was  organized  in  September.  ISO').  The  society  owns  a tine,  build- 
ing- at  the  conier  of  Tenth  and  Peach  streets,  which  is  conveniently  fitted, 
U]i  for  its  purpose.  Its  library  of  nearly  six  thousand  volumes  is  free  to  all 
who  visit  the  reading  rooms,  and,  for  a moderato  sura  per  auaum,  the  holders 
of  tickets  are  allowed  to  take  books  to  their  homes.  Aside  from  its  religious 
influence,  the  association  has  done  a good  work  among  the  young  men  and 
women  of  the  city  by  increasing  tlieir  literary  taste,  and  giving  them  the  op- 
portunity to  read  good  books  instead  of  the  trasliy  stuff  that  Hoods  the  land. 
It  also  inaintaius  a Railway  Emjdoyes’  Beading  Boom  in  the  building  on 
Peach  street,  opposite  the  northern  entrance  to  the  Pnion  depot. 

GRAVEYARDS  AND  CEWETEKIES. 

As  death  and  religion  aih  al-.vays  associated  to  a certain  extent,  this  seem.s 
to  be  the  proper  place  to  give  a brief  sketch  of  some  of  the  old  graveyards  in 
the  county,  which,  thanks  to  an  improved  taste,  are  fast  giving  way  to  neat 
and  ornamental  cemeteries.  The  first  burial  place  of  which  there  is  a record, 
WHS  established  at  Colt's  Stariou  in  Greenfield  Township  on  the  6th  of  July, 
1801.  A.  party  of  fifteen  met  and  cleared  oiT  an  acre  for  the  interraeut  of  the 
dead,  which  has  remained  as  a o-ravevard  to  this  dav,  though  in  a sadlv  neg-- 
lected  condition.  Their  example  led  the  p.etipie  at  Hiddlebrook  to  follow  suit, 
and  a burial  place  was  begun  there  in  the  following  mouth.  Most  of  tlic  bodies 
in  the  latter  have  been  removed  vitliiu  the  last  thirty  years,  and  the  spot  is 
now  used  for  farming  purposes.  A graveyard  was  established  at  Erie  nearly  at 
the  same  time,  on  the  bank  of  tlse  lake,  east  of  Parade  street,  lait  was  aban- 
doned about  jSUo.  Others  were  located  at  an  early  day  at  IVatcrford,  North 
East,  Fail-view,  S-pringfield  and  elsewliere.  In  1 SU5,  throe  lot.s  were  set  aside 
for  a gravcy;ii'd  at  the  southe,a.-d  corner  of  French  and  Eighth  streets,  Erie, 
which  was  used  by  all  deno!:ni.nations  until  1827.  when  it  beoiune  the  pro[»erty 
of  the  Pnitod  Presbyterian  Church,  whose  building  adjoined  the  jiremises  on  the 
east.  The  ju-operty  was  sold  in  186-2,  1 he  bodies  were  removed  to  the  cerae.tery, 
and  the  site  is  now  covered  with  dwellings.  The  Ih-esbyteriuns  pnre-h-ased  four 
lots  at  the  soii'.heast  corner  of  Seventh  and  Myrtle  sti-eets.  in  Erie,  in  1820, 
and  used  them  for  Imvial  purposes  for  upuvard  of  twenty  years,  when  the 
bodies  were  carefully  removi-d  to  the  cemetery  and  tlie  land  v as  sold  to  pri- 
vate purcha.sers. 
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IlISTOr.Y  OF  EIlIE  COUNTY. 


The  E]jiKco]')al  Ca'avevai'J  was  also  on  Seventli  street,  nearly  opjio.site  the 
gas  house.  Besides  the  ahovo,  there  was  a graveyard  ou  Third  street,  east  of 
the  Catholic  school,  on  the  north  side,  wliicli  was  used  for  burial  purposes  as 
late  as  J&ilT.  The  Catholic  burial  grounds  on  Twenty-fourtii,  between  Sassa- 
fras and  Chestnut  streets,  still  contain  lumierons  bodies,  \vl.iieh  will  probably 
be  removed  soiue  da}-  to  the  ccini'tery  west  of  the  city.  An  nnused  graveyard 
is  also  attached  to  St.  -Joliu’s  Church  in  South  Erie.  The  various  cemeteries 
in  jireseiit  use  will  bo  described  in  eonueetion  with  the  city. 

As  the  county  increased  iu  population,  gi’aveyards  were  located  in  every 
section,  soixi.e  of  which  continue,  while  the  sites  of  others  have  almost  or  en- 
tirely licen  forgotten.  -Many  families  chose  burial  places  on  their  farin.s, 
and  some  of  these  still  exist.  The  old-style  graveyards  were,  and  those 
that  remain  are.  generally  speaking,  dismal  and  forbidding  places,  the  tomb- 
stones dingy  and  often  tottering,  the  fence  sides  grown  up  fo  bramldes,  the 
graves  and  walks  in  a horrible  state  of  neglect,  and  the  whole  aspect  well  cal- 
culated to  encourage  the  belief  iu  ghosts,  goblins  and  demon.s,  which  w. as  quite 
universal  forty  years  ago. 

The  establishment  of  the  eemeter}-  at  Erie,  which  w'as  dedicated  in  May, 
1S51,  and  .speedily  became  one  of  the  tastiest  in  the  Uniou,  has  had  a gratify- 
ingeiieot  upon  the  whole  county.  People  of  retinement  from  the  neighboring: 
towns,  comparing  it  with  the  neglected  gr.avcyards  at  their  homes,  became 
ashamed  of  the  contrast,  and  efforts,  some  successful  and  others  futile,  have 
been  made  to  secure  creditable  places  of  burial  in  almost  ail  sections.  Corry, 
hnion  City,  Xorth  East,  Waterford,  Girard,  Fairview,  Springfield,  Sterret- 
tania  and  Lowviile  have  cemeteries  that  spieak  well  for  the  taste  of  their  citi- 
zens, and  at  Erie  the  new  Catholic  cennetery  near  the  Head  is  fast  assuming  a 
hrst  rank.  The  wriler  hopes  to  be  spared  long  enough  to  see  every  vestige  of 
the  old-style  graveyard  removed  from  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  each  tov.-n  and 
towmship  in  possession  of  a cemetery  that  -will  be  au  honor  to  the  living  and 
afibrd  a proper  resting-place  for  the  dead. 


OnAPTEi:^  XY. 

MiT-LS  .-VXD  d’-UTOTlIES. 

PPHE  first  mill  in  Erie  County  of  which  there  is  any  record  was  built  at  the  mouth 
J-  of  i^^i!l  Creek  in  lTb5-blj.  under  the  direction  of  Caju,  Bussell  .Bisscll, 
of  the  United  States  Army,  to  supply  tiuiber  for  barracks,  dwellings,  e^c.,  for 
the  use  of  the  troops  who  had  been  sent  forward  as  a protection  to  the  settlers. 
It  gave  name  to  the  stream,  and  stood  until  ]&20,  when  it  burned  down.  An- 
other saw  mill  was  buib  upon  its  site  in  1831.  by  George  Beed  and  Vt’ill 
iam  Himrod,  the  frame  of  which  stood  till  some  time  after  1801.  The  second 
saw  mill  within  the  city  limits  was  erected  on  the  same  stream,  at  or  near 
where  the  Hopedale  iMill  stands,  by  Bobert  Brotherton.  in  ISOO,  and  the  third 
at  the  Eighth  street  crossing  in  1S07  or  ISOS,  by  William  M’ailaco  and 
Thomas  Forster.  About  1810,  the  Wallace  Sc  Foj'ster  mill  privilege  was 
bought  by  B.  S.  Beed,  who  added  a grist  mill.  The  properly  fell  into  the 
hands  of  George  Moore  in  182‘J.  and  a cavduig  machine  and  fulling  inill  were 
added.  They  were  purchased  by  P.  A O.  E.  Crouch  in  1859,  who  improved 
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the  grist  mill  froui  time  to  time  and  continued  to  operate  it.  In  1S15,  two  more 
grist  mills  rose  upon  ivlill  Creek,  the  one  built  by  K.  S.  Heed  at  the  Harade 
street  crossing,  and  the  other  l>y  Mr.  Large  near  tlie  corner  of  French  and  Elov- 
enth  streets.  Mr.  Heed  put  up  a distillery  near  Lis  mill,  and  both  concerns  were 
run  by  him  until  his  death.  The  mill  building,  annunsually  large  one,  stood 
unti  1 a Ijout  ton-years  ago.  The  mil)  er-i'Cted  by  IMr.  Ij.'irge  w’as  allowed  to  go  down, 
audits  site  was  adopted  by  Yiucent,  Iliuivod  Y Co.,  for  the  establishment  since 
known  as  the  Erie  City  Iron  AVorks.  The  fourth  grist  mill  in  the  city  was  ]>at 
U{)  by  the  AlcXairs  in  1S27.  on  State  street,  south  of  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad 
track,  using  the  water  ofichabod  Run  for  power.  It  went  down,  and  in  JS49 
the  Erie  City  Mill  was  built  by  AleSparren  Y Eumars,  to  use  the  water  of 
the  same  stream.  The  bnilcling  wa.s  sold,  moved  further  .south,  and  i.s  still 
standing.  The  Ho].iedale  Mill  was  built  by  Henry  Gingrich,  on  the  site  of 
the  Erotherton  Saw  .Mill,  about  1S5U.  and  wa.s  operated  for  a time  by  Oliver 
Bacon.  These  gentlemen  in  iSGo  secured  the  Canal  Alill,  built  by  AViliiani 
Kelly,  under  the  supervision  of  Jehiel  Tovrner,  on  Myrtle  streid.,  near  Sixth, 
to  use  the  surplus  water  of  the  canal,  and  have  managed  it  ever  since. 

At  one  period  there  ■'.vere  no  less  than  half  a dozen  distilleries  uilhin  the 
city  limits,  and  perhaps  as  many  saw  mills,  tlie  latter  all  driven  by  the 
water  of  Alill  Creek,  which  was  quite  a strong,  steady  stream.  Air.  Russell, 
in  one  of  his  valuable  confributions  to  the  Gazette,  says;  ’‘AA'lien  there  was 
not  one-fifth  of  the  population,  a di.''tillerv  was  to  be  frauid  in  almost  every 
neighborhood.  Mo.-:,t  families  were  as  yjarticular  in  laying  in  their  barrel  of 
^^■hisky  as  their  Viarrel  of  ]3ork,  and  would  rather  be  without  ilio  hitter  than 
the  former.” 

Of  mills  in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  the  earliest  were  erected  by  John  Cocli- 
ran,  who  put  up  a saw  mill  in  ISOO.  and  a grist  mill  in  ISOI  on  the  site  of  the 
}>resent  Eonsraore  AEll.  Three  miles  south  of  the  city,  on  what  is  now  the 
AA'aterford  Plank  Road,  Robert  McCullough,  in  ISO'2  or  l80-i.  put  up  a saw  and 
grist  mill,  which  are  still  in  operation  under  the  title  of  the  Erie  County  Mills. 
All  of  these  used  the  water  of  Alill  Creek.  In  1814,  a small  grist  uTill  was 
built  by  Thomas  Miller,  on  the  little  stream  whicli  empties  into  the  bay  at  the 
Head,  to  which  he  soon  after  added  a mill  for  making  linseed  oil.  The  ruins 
remained  until  quite  recently. 

OUTSIUE  OF  ERIE  CITY. 

The  second  and  third  .saw  mills  in  the  county  were  put  up  in  1797 — one  by 
Thomas  Forster  at  the  mouth  of  AValuut  Creek,  and  the  other  by  Robert  Broth- 
erton.  on  LMlceuf  Creek,  near  the  AA'aterford  Station  of  the  P.  A,  E.  road. 
The  latter  added  a grist  mill  in  1802.  In  1 lOS,  a fourth  saw  mill  was  built 
near  the  mouth  of  Four  Alile  Creek  by  Thomas  Rees,  for  the  Population  Com- 
pany. The  fifth  was  built  by  Leverett  Bissell.  on  French  Creek,  in  Greenticld 
Tewnshiy),  in  1790. 

During  the  year  1798  the  first  grist  mill  in  the  county  was  built  at  the 
mouth  of  AA’nluut  Creek  under  the  superintendence  of  Thomas  Forster.  The 
other  mills  established  outside  of  Erie  City  before  the  last  war  with  Great 
Britain  were  as  follows: 

One  on  Spring  KiTn.  Girard  Townsliip.  by  Air.  Silvcrtliorn,  in  1799. 

A.  grist  and  saw  mill  l>y  AVilliam  Allies,  at  Cnion,  in  1800,  now  known  as 
Church's  mill.  In  the  same  year,  a small  grist  mill,  by  James  Foulk,  at  the 
month  of  Six  Alile  Creek. 

A saw  mill  by  AA’illiam  Culbertson,  in  1801,  and  a grist  mill  in  1802,  at 
Edinboro,  now  known  as  Taylor  A Reeder’s  mills. 
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A saw  mill  bv  Capt.  Holliday,  in  ISO!,  and  a grist  mill  in  1803,  at  the 
mouth  of  Crooked  Creek,  in  Springfield  Township,  both  of  which  have  gone 
down. 

A saw  mill  in  1S02  or  1803.  by  John  Itiblet,  Sr,,  on  Four  Milo  Ch'eck, 
half  a mile  souih  of  AVeslcyville.  Xo  vestige  of  this  remains. 

Lattimore's  and  Boyd’s  saw  rnills.  in  AVaterford  Townshiji.  about  ISO'2. 
Crist  mills  were  added  to  each  at  a later  date,  and  allowed  to  go  down  some 
forty  years  ago. 

A grist  and  saw  mill,  in  1803,  by  Capt.  JOaniel  Bobbins  and  James  Foulk, 
near  the  month  of  Twelve  Alile  Creek,  since  known  a.s  Neely's  mill. 

A gj’ist  mill  on  Sixteen  Alile  Creek,  in  North  East  Township,  Iw  Col.  Tut- 
tle, in  1807.  now  known  as  Scouller's. 

The  following  shows  when  the  mills  mentioned  were  erected,  and  will  bo 
found  convenient  for  comparison: 

1814— --Tbe  \Ve.'=t  Giraj  d Grist  and  Saw  Alill,  on  Elk  Creek,  by  Peter  AVouh 
vorton.  A saw  mill  where  Lines’  mills  stand,  on  Crooked  Cj’eok,  in  Sj'ring-- 
field,  by  Amos  licinington  and  Oliver  Cross. 

1815 —  A.  saw  mill  lyv  AVilliam  Saltsmaii,  at  the  foot  of  the  gulley  of  I’oiir 
Mile  Creek,  in  Harbor  Creek  Township. 

1816 —  A sawmill  by  James  I.ove,  on  AYa.lnut  Creek,  in  Mill  Crook  Town- 
ship. X saw  mill  on  Alii  I Creek,  by  Foote  & Parker. 

About  1820 — Tire  Strong  Grist  Alill,  on  Crooked  Creek',  in  Springfield,  by 
Andrew  Cochran. 

1S22 — The  Lowville  Alills,  bv  Samuel  Low.  The  Waftsburg  Alills,  by  AVill- 
iam  Miles. 

1823—  -The  Nason  Alill,  on  Bear  Knn,  in  Fairview,  by  Daniel  Boar.  The 
Porter  Alill,  on  Conneaut  Creek,  in  Springfield,  by  Comfort  Hay.  Two  miP.s  in 
Amity  Township,  near  Alilltown,  one  by  Capt.  James  Donald.son.  The  grist 
mill  at  AVesleyville,  by  John  Shattnck. 

1824 —  A saw  mill  in  the  sonth  part  of  Greenfield,  by  John  AA'hitesido. 

1825 —  Shattuck’s  saw  mill  at  AA'ebleyville.  The  mills  at  AVellsburg,  by 
Samuel  AA”ells. 

1826 —  The  old  Cooper  Alill,  on  Four  Alile  Creek,  by  AYilliam  Saltsman. 

The  Burger  Grist  Alill.  on  French  Creek,  in  Le  Bauif  Township,  was  built  by 

George  Burger  about  1830;  the  Line  Grist  A.lill,  in  Springfield,  by  Air.  Case, 
about  1S32;  the  Sterrettania  Alills.  on  Elk  Creek,  by  David  S.  Sterrett,  in 
1S39;  the  Aloore  Saw  Alill,  in  Le  Bceuf,  about  1840;  and  the  Eranchville  Alill, 
about  1850. 

OTHER  EARLY  MIL1..S  AND  FACTOKIES. 

Among  the  earliest  mills  were  AYeigle's,  at  the  crossing  of  \Yaluut  Creek 
by  the  Kidge  road,  in  Fairview  Township,  built  by  S.  F.  Gudtner;  the  Elgin 
Afills,  on  Beaver  Dam  Bun,  by  Joseph  Hall;  the  grist  mill  on  LeBonvf  Creek, 
in  Greene,  by  Jacob  Brown;  and  the  Backus  Alill,  on  Six  Alile  Creek,  in 
Harbor  Creek.  AH  of  these  were  established  in  the  beginning  of  the  century, 
bat  the  writer  has  been  unaWe  to  obtain  the  exact  dates.  A saw  mill  was  built 
at  an  early  period  by  Alichael  Jackson,  and  a grist  mill  by  Amos  King,  at  Al- 
bion. In  1810,  there  was  a carding  and  woolen  mill  on  the  site  of  the  Cass 
factory  in  Harbor  Creek. 

Soon  after  the  war  of  1812-14,  a perfect  mania  arose  for  building  saw  mills, 
and  every  stream  that  could  be  turned  to  use  was  employed  to  drive  from  one 
to  a dozen  wheels.  The  county  was  still  largely  covered  with  forest  trees,  and 
alt  of  the  streams  contained  more  water  tha,n  now.  The  cutting;  of  the  timber 
was  followed  'oy  the  drying  up  of  the  streams.  Alost  of  the  mills  have  gone 
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dov.'n,  and  those  that  remain  generally  use  steam.  "Witlt  few  exceptions, 
the  grist  mills  reinain  on  the  sites  originally  adojded.  Hubbard  B.  Burrows 
was  a noted  millwright  and  constructed  a good  share  of  tlio  early  mills. 

The  first  coucern  in  the  county  for  the  manufacture  of  iron  goods  was  a 
fouiidry  at  Freeport,  Xovth  East  Torsmship,  built  in  1S2-1,  by  Philetus  Glass. 
The  next  of  any  conseqrrenoe  rvas  the  establishment  of  Vincent,  Himrod  & Co., 
in  Erie,  v-.’ho  engaged  in  the  manufactiu’o  of  stoves,  using  the  site  of  liarge’s 
gris;  mill,  and  the  water-power  of  Mill  Creek.  The  concern  began  o;‘)erations 
in  the  winter  of  IS-Ul-Jd,  and  has  continued  ever  .since  under  several  changes 
of  name  and  management.  The  Erie  City  Iron  V'orks  cover  a portion  of  the 
site  of  the  old  mill,  and  the  Chicago  V Erie  Stove  Company  au.l  Erie  Cicy 
Boiler  Works  are  offshoots  from  the  original  establishment. 

LIST  oy  MANUi'ACTUEiyG  ESTABLISHMEXJ'S. 

Below  is  as  nearly  as  coul.i  be  ascertained  in  ISSU  a list  of  the  mill,s  and 
factories  in  the  county  outside  of  Erie  and  Corry.  hny  omissions  or  changes 
that  are  discovered  before  this  book  is  published  v/ill  be  noted  iu  the  township 
and  borough  sketches: 

Creameries — Amity  Creamery,  near  M'attsburg. 

Cheese  Factories — West  Springfield.  Springlieid  Township;  PhiHipsville, 
Venango  Township;  Wellsbnrg,  Elk  Creek  Town.ship;  Steadman’s,  Fi'anklin 
Town.ship;  West  Union,  Union  Township:  AFaterford;  Concord,  Concord  Town- 
ship; Beaver  Dam,  Wayne  Township;  Carter  Hill,  AFayne  Township:  Kennedy, 
AA’ayno  Township;  Ci  ibertsen’s,  Union  Cih';  Jones’.  Union  City;  Bean’s, 
Summit  Township:  Excelsior,  Summit  Townshiyi;  GraliatnvillG,  Xorth  East 
Township;  Pieed's,  iMcKean  Township;  Bean’s,  near  Middleboro:  Little  Hope, 
Greenfield  Township;  Lockport,  Lockport  Borough;  AA’ellraan's  Fdashington 
Township;  McLalleu's  Corners.  AA’ashington  Township;  Phelp’s,  Edinboro; 
AFest  Greene,  Greene  Township;  Xewmau’s  Bridge,  AA^aterford  Township; 
Brown’s,  Conneaut  Township;  Keepville,  Conneaut  Township;  AFheeler's, 
LeBcEuf  Township;  lUill  Ahllage;  Excelsior,  Cherry  Hill. 

Grist  Mills — Pilchard’s,  Amity  Township;  Xmson’s,  Eairview'  Township; 
AFeiglc’s,  Eairview  Township;  Oriental.  Eairview  Township:  Lohrer’s,  Fair- 
view  Township;  Porter,  Springfield  Township;  Lines’,  Spriugheld  Town- 
ship; Strong’s,  Springfield  Township:  Lowville,  Venango  Township;  AFatts- 
l.uirg;  Long,  Wells  Co.’s,  AA'clksburg;  The  Old  Siiires.  AFellsburg;  Steen- 
rod’s,  Union  Township;  Anchor.  Union  City;  Church’s,  Union  City;  Judson 
& Hippie's,  AA'aterford  Towu.ship;  AA'illianis  A Dewey’s,  AFaterford  Borough; 
Elgin;  Densmore's.  Alill  Creek  '.rowmship;  Erie  County,  Alill  Creek  Township; 
Kocher's,  Afill  Creek  Township:  AAhlliam  H.  Cooper’s,  AAAsley’vilie;  the  Old 
Cooper,  Harbor  Creek;  Xeely.  Harbor  Creek;  Stem'tt  A Barron’s,  Sterrettania; 
Hilliker’s,  Branchvillo;  Guy  A Beatty’s,  Xorth  Idast  Township;  Jones’.  Xorth 
East  Township;  Sconller’s,  Xorth  East  Township;  Little  Hope,  Greenfield' 
Township;  Strickland  A Xason's,  Girard  Towmship:  AFest  Girard,  Girard  Town- 
ship; Reeder  A Taylor's,  Edinboro-^Thornton’s,  Albion;  Burger  Alill,  LeBoeuf 
Township;  Irving’s,  Union  City. 

Tanreries — A’etner’s,  Eairview  Township;  AFells  A Sons’,  AATllsburg; 
Smith  A Shoyipart’s,  AA’aterford  Borough;  Bolard  A Hayes’,  AA'aterford  Bor- 
ough; Stevrettama:  Chisholm’s,  McKean  Townshiy);  Rappold’s.  near  Ster- 
rettania; Roller’s.  AIcKean  Township;  Seouller  A Tyler’s,  Xorth  East  Town- 
ship; Xason’s,  Xorth  East;  St.  John’s,  AA'ashingtou  Township;  Rossiter’s, 
Girard  Townshiyi;  Aldrich’s,  Lockport;  McAAhlliam’s,  Edinboro;  Terrill’s, 
Union  City. 
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Saw,  Shingle,  Lath  and  Heading  Shovp's,  Amity  Towjisluii; 

c-r's:  Amity  To\vu?hi’p;  'DoolitMo  A.  ChaiVee’s,  Amity  Township;  Donahisoirs 
(saw  aiui  sliingle).  Amity  Townsliip;  Richard’s.  Amity  Township;  Cox’s.  Am- 
ity Tov.ms]dp;  lister  A Kelsey’s  (sliingle),  Amitv  TotYiiship;  Kuhl’s,,  Fairview 
Township;  Kreider’s,  Fairviow  Borotigli;  Comer's.  Mcivean  Township:  j.’ro- 
jieok’s,  -itcKean  Townshi|>;  I’orter’s,  Sprino-iir.pl  Township:  jji7ti->s'.  Springiieid. 
Towiiship;  Strong’s,  S|vriuglield  Towusaijt:  Reed’s,  Spririglield  Townshiit; 
Lowvillo  (saw.  shingle  and  headitig);  Piiilli’psville  (saw  and  sliingle  mill); 
Vi'attsburg  (saw  mill);  Bowman’s,  "Wellsburg;  J^ageville,  F.lk  Creek  Towrisiap: 
Mohawk,  Fraukliii  To\MisIii]i;  Sweet  A.  Aiden’s,  Franklin  Township;  Alish- 
lor’s,  Frankiiti  Townshi]);  Cimher’s,  Franklin  Township;  Femio’s,  Fnion 
Towii.slii]);  Bentley's  (savr  aiui  shingle).  Fnion  Townslii]):  Kaiuerer’s,  Uiiiou 
Tov.mship:  Yormilyea’s,  Tjnion  Township;  Ai’iiler’s,  Union  Township;  Har- 
rison'.s.  Union  Towniship;  one  on  the  South  Branch,  Union  Township: 
Bmusteter's,  Union  City;  Carroll’s  (saw  and  shingle),  Union  City; 
Clough’s  (s’uingle),  Union  City:  Ivimball  A;  Harrison's  (shingle)  Union  Cityu 
Church’s.  Union  City;  Clark  A Sojj/s,  Union  Cityw  Pratt  Ar  Son's,  I'nion  City; 
Havis’.  dVaterford  Township;  Benson’s,  AVaterford  Township;  Lattimoro'.s, 
AA’aterford  Town^ihip;  Brotherton’s,  A\’aterford  Towm.-luii;  Judson  A Hijiple’s, 
AUateri'ord  ToiYnship;  Iliinrod’s,  AVaterford  Township;  Boyd’s,  AVaterford 
Townsbiji;  Hull’s,  AAhitorford  Township;  Jtarsh’s,  Waterford  Township;  ,l)ev,'- 
ey’s  (satv  and  lath),  AVaterford  Borough;  A'oung's,  Concord  Township; 
Crowell’s,  Concord  Towns’niji;  Onnsby’s,  Concord  Township;  Lovell’s  Station, 
Concord  Township;  Elgin  (saw-miU);  saw-mill  on  the  Brokenstraw,  AA’ayne 
Township;  two  shingle-mills  on  the  Brokenstraw.  AVayne  Townshiji;  two  saw- 
mills on  Haro  Creek,  AVkayne  Township;  shingle-mill  on  Slaughter  Run,  AVayme 
’-rowuship;  s.aw-mill  near  tho  New  A’o}'k  line,  AVayne  Township;  Erie  County 
(Mill,  Mill  Creek  Township;  Pius.seii’s,  Mill  Creek  Townsliiir,  Xece’s,  Mill 
Creek  Towu.ship;  Geist’s,  Mill  Creek  Townsliip;  Strober's,  IVlill  Creek  Town- 
ship; Thomas’s  (saw,  shingle  and  feed),  Mill  Creek  Township;  Balkey’s, 
{shingle  and  feed),  Alill  Creek  Townsliip;  AVilliam  H.  Cooper's,  AAMsleyville; 
the  old  Cooper,  Harbor  Creek  Township;  Hodge’s  (saw  and  shingle).  Harbor 
Creek  Township;  A^eely,  Harbor  Creek  Township;  another  mill,  Harbor  Creek 
Township;  Jackson’s,  Summit  Townshi]';  Sterrett  A Barron’s,  SteiTettania: 
AA’’ood’s,  McKean  Township:  Osborn’s,  IMcKean  Township;  Hecker’.s,  McKean 
Towmship;  Leland’s,  AleKeau  Township;  I.amj'son’s  (savr  and  shingle).  Aiid- 
dleboro;  Guy  A Beatty's  (r>nvY  and  shingle),  North  East  Township;  Freeport, 
North  Fast  Township;  Apj'io'oee  A Butts’s,  North  East  Township;  mill  near  New 
A"ork  line  isaw  and  heading).  North  East  Township;  three  jiortable  mills,  Green- 
field Township;  Raymond’s,  (dreonlield.  Township;  Little  Hope.  Greentield 
Townshiij;  West  Girard,  Ginird  Townsl'.i});  Gudgeonvilh'.  Girard  Township; 
Bettis',  Girard  Township;  Herrick’s,  Girai’d  Township;  Sliipnian’s.  Girard 
Townshi]);  Godfrey’'’ s,  Giracrd  Township,  one  saw-mill  at  Lociepovt;  AVait  A 
Ensign’s  (saw  and  lath),  A'.’ashingtou  Township;  AVellmau's  (saw,  shingle  and 
lath),  AVashington  Township;  Reeder’s,  AAhisliington  Township;  Davis  A 
Rider’s,  AVashington  Townsliip;  Black’s,  AVashington  Township;  Gardner’s, 
AA'ashington  Township;  AVade’s  (saw,  shingle  and  lath),  Wasliington  Town- 
ship; Sherwood’s,  EdiuLoro;  lleeder’s,  Edinboro;  Brown's  (saw  and  lath), 
Greene  Township;  Kane’s,  Greene  Township;  Rij'ley's,  Greene  Town- 
ship; two  mills  on  Six  Mile  Creek,  Greene  Township;  Spalding’s,  Conneaut 
Townshiji;  one  portable  mill,  Conneaut  Township;  Albion  Saw  Alill;  Mioore’s, 
Le  Boc-uf  Township;  Manross',  Le  Bmuf  Township;  AA’heeler’s,  Lo  Boeuf 
Township;  Fogle’s,  Le  Bmuf  Township;  Dunlaji’s,  Le  Bmuf  Township; 
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W'aic-i'house's,  Le  Ba'iif  Townsliip;  liobiiisou's  Corr.ors,  Tenaugo  Townsliip; 
Henderson’s  (shingle),  Yonango  Township:  Bennett's,  Yenango  Towuslii]n  tlio 
Gijlett  Mill,  TIill  Village;  George  Ihrrger's  (saw  and  sliingle),  Mill  Village. 

Cidei\  Jell  avd  Vinegar  Factories — Glazier’s,  T'airview  Borough  ; 
GalyarcTs,  Fairview  Boroiigh;  Lowville  Cider  Mill;  Bennett's.  Yenango  Town- 
ship; ^V^lgor’s,  Fnion  Township;  Carroll’s,  Union  City;  Biice'.s,  YhateiTord 
Township;  Hare's.  Waterford  Township;  Bello  Yalley;  Tompkins',  Mill 
Creek  Townshijr;  Balkey’s,  Vriii  Creek  Township;  Thomas’.  Mill  Ci’eek  Town- 
ship; Cooper's,  VYosleyville:  Troop’s,  Harbor  Creek  Township;  Hauck’s,  Ster- 
rettania:  LelanTs,  VIcKean  Township;  Smith’s,  Mclvean  Township;  YTsw-plTs, 
McKean  Towii-ship;  Wagner’s,  IMcKean  Township;  B’uode's,  eider  and  vinegar, 
Horth  F.ast  Township;  Green  & Chase's,  cider  and  vinegar.  Xorlh  East  Town- 
ship; Brown’s,  Cdirard  Towuslii]);  Mo.seman’s,  GreenTheid;  West  Girard, 
cider  and  plaster,  Girard  Township:  Lockport;  Waterliouse's.  LeCoeuf  Town- 
ship; IMcLellan’s  Corners.  AVashingtou  Township;  Anderson’s,  Washington 
Township;  AlilchcTTs,  Aliii  Yillage. 

Planing  Mills.  Sash,  Dovr  and  Blind  Faclories — Kreider’s,  Fairview 
Borough;  one  at  Lowville;  two  planing  mills  at  Wattsburg;  one  sash  factory 
at  AVattsbui-g;  AUils'.  Franklin  Towushi]);  Cooper’s,  'Union  City;  Clark  & 
Son’s,  U'r.ion  City;  Jenkin's.  Fnion  City;  Hunter's,  Union  City:  .Dewey’s, 
A^'atorford  Borough;  one  at  AliJdielioJ'o;  Green's,  North  Ea.st  Township;  AVest 
Girard,  Girard  Township:  one  at  Loc-kport;  one  at  Girard  Borough;  Wade's, 
AVashington  Township;  Taylor  k Boeder's,  Edinboro;  Alickel's  Flaning  and 
Spoke  Alill,  Alili  A’illago:  Beardsley's  Stave  Aliil,  Aliii  Village. 

IFoo/c??,  Carding  and  F'uUing  d/i//.S'--Thornton’s,  Albion;  Lewis’.  AVash- 
ington Tow'iiship;  Thornton’s.  Girard  Township;  Grimsbaw’s,  North  East 
Townsbi]-):  Irving’s,  Fnion  Towns’nip;  Cass’,  Harbor  Creek;  one  in  AVayne 
Township. 

Paper  Mills — Franklin,  North  East  Township;  AAMtson  & Morgan’s,  Fair- 
view  Towmship. 

Brick  and  Tile  lT7j?'Fs—  Seigel’s,  Fairview  Township;  Tliomas',  W”est 
Springfield;  Bilpatrick’s.  North  East  Township;  Kane's,  North  East  Township; 
Dyer  Loomis’.  North  East  Townshi[);  AA'est  Girard,  Girard  Township;  Barton 
& Kelly’s,  AVaterford  Borough;  Kennedy’s,  Conneant  Towrishi]i. 

Wooden  Articles  — Boast's  Tab  rmd  Firkin  Factory,  Noi'th  East  Borough; 
Jone.s’  Barrel  Factory,  North  Fast  Township;  New  Era  Organ  Factory,  North 
East  Township;  Grape  Basket.  I'niit  and  Cigar  Box  Factory,  North  East 
Township;  Stetson’s  Handle  r’actory,  North  East  Township;  Ereeport 
Table  Factory,  North  East  Townsliip;  Freeport  Turning  M'orks,  North 
Blast  Towiishi[);  ColTrnairs  Pump  Factory,  North  Blast  ToVviiship;  Btown’s 
Hand  Bake  .Uactory,  Girard  Township;  Lockport  Oar  h’actory;  Girard 
Furniture  B’actory;  AA’hite’s  I’aciory,  Washiugloii  Townshiji;  Taylor  A Feed- 
er’s Bump  Factory,  Edinboro;  Weils  & Andrews’  Oar  Factory,  Albion;  A'auBi- 
er’s  Horse  Bake,  AVheelbarrow  and  Sliovel  Factory,  Allhou;  Dodge's  Handle 
Factory,  Har’oor  Creek;  'Troop's  Basket  Factory,  Harbor  Creek;  Elgin  Barrel 
Factory;  Coffin  B'’actory,  Mill  Creek  Township;  Gunnison's  Pump  I’actory, 
Mill  Creek  Township;  Blancliard  A Blanson’s  Furniture  Factory,  X'niou  City; 
AVescott’s  Dov/'el  Pin  I’actory,  Union  City;  Clark  A Son's  Stave  and  Handle 
Mill,  Union  City;  Hunter's  Pmnp  Factory,  Union  City;  Hatch's  Broom  B’ac- 
tory, Union  City;  Jones’  Cheese  Box  ii’actory,  Union  City;  Afanros.s’  Stave 
AVorks,  Union  City:  Thompson’s  AA'uter  AA’heel  AA’orks,  Union  City;  Woods  A 
Jobnaon’-s  barrel  factories,  Union  City;  Chair  and  B’urnitiire  l^actory,  Union 
City;  Westcott’s  Broom  Handle  B’actory,  Union  City;  AVheeler’s  Chair 
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I'actoiy.  lOiion  City;  'WooOs'  Stavt?  Factory,  Fnion  City:  Sulky  Hay  Fake 
Factory,  u’aterford  Towusliiji;  Hastiug’s  O'ub  aud  Firlcin  Factory,  ’\7'aterrord 
Township;  Wattsbiirg  Handle  Factory;  '\A'aftsburg  Furniture  Factory;  'Wells- 
burg  Furiiiturc  and  Collin  Factory;  Zcigler's  Broom  Factory,  ^'\iL'llsburo■; 
Keeler’s  Furnitui-e  Factory,  Wensburg. 

Bar  Erewcricf^ — AVagcr's,  Union  City;  Mill  Cre(?k  Brewery;  Bannister’.s, 
Korih  Fuist  Township. 

Carriage  and  Wagon  Vdorks — Griffith’s,  Forth  East  Borough;  Frornoyer’B, 
Forlli  East  Borough;  Matli.son’s,  LeBamf  Township;  Sterrettania  AVagon 
Sho]);  two  wagon  shops  at  hliddleboro;  Lamphior  & Brower’s,  Union  City; 
Slorton's,  Union  City;  two  wagon  shops  at  Beaver  Bam;  Howo  &.  Son’s,  \A’ater- 
ford  Borough;  Taylor’s.  AVaterford  Borough;  Emanuel  Ziegler's,  AA^ellsburg; 
Fargo’s,  Fairview  Borough;  Murutz’s,  Fairview  Borough;  AA’illiams’,  Amity 
Townshi[). 

Miscellaneous — Glas.s’s  Foundi’y,  North  Ea.st  Borougli;  North  East  Canning 
Factcri.y;  Girard  AATench  Factory;  Miles  Grove  Iron  Fctinclry;  Benio’s  Agri- 
cultural Tool  AA'orks,  Miles  Grove;  BcttiV)one's  Limekiln,  Girard  Township; 
Mount  Hickory  Iron  Works,  YLiil  Crock  Torvnship;  Bunmyer’s  Iron  AAMrks, 
Union  City;  Union  City  Iron  AAMrks;  Johnson’s  Boot  and  Shoe  Factory, 
lA'aterford  Borough;  Vrattsburg  Feed  Mill;  Furcell's  Spring  Bed  Factory, 
WellsbuTg. 

I\cca]uitrdation — Creamery,  1;  cheese  factories,  2S;  grist  mills,  36;  lan- 
neri.^3,  ll;  saw',  shingle,  1<  th  and  heading  mills,  117;  cider,  jell  and  vinegar 
factories,  27;  ]rlaning  mills  and  sash,  door  and  blind  factories,  17;  woolen, 
carding  and  fulling  mills.  6;  paper  mills.  2;  brick  and  tile  works,  8;  manu- 
factories of  wooden  articles,  3A*;  beer  breweries,  3;  carriage  and  wagon  shops, 
11;  inii'cellaneous,  12;  total,  310. 

As  trie  list  stands  above,  witii  Erie  and  Cony  added,  there  are  fully  470 
concerns  irr  the  county  that  can  properly  be  classed  as  mills  and  factories. 
Their  nirmber,  extent  and  variety  will  be  as  much  of  a surprise  to  the  reader 
as  they  were  to  the  writer  in  making  up  this  chapter. 


CHAPTER  XYI. 

IvAKE  Na\U:AT10N. 

The  first  vessel  to  sail  the  waters  of  Br.ke  Erie  was  built  by  Robert  Cava- 
lier de  la  Salle,  an  adventurous  Frenchman,  on  the  Niagara  River,  six 
miles  above  the  Falls,  in  the  year  1677.  She  was  named  the  Griffin,  and  was 
of  sixt}'  tons  burthen.  La  Salle  navigated  Lakes  Erie,  Huron  and  hlichigan, 
to  Green  Bay.  in  the  present  State  of  'Wisconsin,  where,  with  a picked  num- 
ber of  men.  he  left  the  ves,sel  and  marched  overland  to  the  Mississippi.  The 
remainder  of  the  crew  attempted  to  return  to  the  Niagara,  and  are  supposed 
to  have  been  lost  in  a storm,  as  neither  vessel  nor  men  were  heard  from  after- 
ward. Nearly  a hundred  years  later  the  French  built  another  sailing  vessel 
with  which  they  undertook  to  navigate  the  lake.  This  second  venture  was  as 
umsuccessful  as  the'  first,  the  vessel  having  foundered  and  forty-nine  of  her 
crew  having  been  drowned. 

No  record  is  to  bo  found  of  any  other  sailing  ves.sel  on  the  lake  until  1766, 
when  the  British,  who  had  secured  possession  of  both  shores,  built  and 
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launcliod  four.  They  rvero  of  liyht  Inirtben,  and  rvpre  cliiefly  usod  for  carry- 
ing troo]/.s  and  arji'.y  supj'lie.'.  All  iran>portatioii  of  a commercial  character, 
and  ail  of  the  very  limited  passenger  busiue?s  was  carried  on  by  batteaux  until 
after  the  close  of  the  Rev oluiiouary  war.  They  . kept  close  to  the  rhore,  were 
mainly  propelled  by  paddles  or  oars,  aud  if  a sail  was  used  it  was  .simply  a 
blanket  fasie.aed  to  a pole,  to  take  advantage  of  favorable  winds.  The  earliest 
American  sailing  ves.sel  on  th..:  lake  was  a small  boat,  owned  aud  run  ly  Capt. 
^Vi!liam  Lee,  in  wliioh  he  carried  ]'ias.sengeis  aud  liglit  articles  of  fi-eight  be 
tween  Buffido  and  Erie.  She  was  coustrucied  to  use  oars  in  going  against  the 
wind,  and  had  no  ci'cw,  the  ]:'as5Lmgers  being  obliged  to  work  for  their  passage. 

The  hi’st  sailing  vessel  built  on  the  south  sliore  of  Lake  Erie  was  the  sh,)op 
dVashin.ton,  of  thirty  tons,  under  the  snperinlondenco  of  Eliplialct  Beebe,  at 
the  mouth  of  Fonr  Mile  Creek,  ic)r  the  Pennsylvania  Population  Company, 
owners  of  '=tJie  bulk  of  the  land  i?i  the  Triangle.  She  was  lannclicd  in  Sejn 
tember,  1708,  was  ejuployed  for  some  twelve  \ ear.s  in  the  service  of  the  com- 
pany, and  was  removed  on  rollers  across  the  Niagara  Pi'niusnla,  to  Lake 
Ontario  in  ISIO.  where  she  was  lost.  The  first  vessel  iannehed  at  Ei-ie  was 
built  at  the  month  of  Mill  Creek,  in  1700.  Cajd.  IjCO  and  Rufi]s  S.  Pmed  being 
her  principal  owno’s.  She  was  named  the  Good  Intent  aud  sunk  at  Point  Abino 
in  iS'bC),  with  all  on  board.  The  Harlequin,  built  at  Erie  in  ISOO,  by  iMr. 
Beebe,  was  al.so  lost  the  lirst  season,  with  Imw  entire  cnew.  About  18t)l.  the 
7Vilkinson.  of  sixty-five  tons,  was  owned  at  Erie.  She  was  commanded  by 
Capt.  E)aniel  Dobbins,  in  bSOh.  .Another  early  Erie  vessel  was  the  schooner 
Alary,  of  lOO  tons,  built  by  Thomas  7\'ilson,  in  1800. 

The  Brit  isL  kept  a lleet  of  armed  vessels  on  the  lakes  from  1702  until 
Berry's  victory  in  1813,  and  in  .iSlO  bad  as  many  as  seven  of  this  class  in 
coniinissiou.  They  were  called  the  "provincial  marine  sei’vice, ’’  aud  were 
manned  mostly  by  Canadians.  To  counteract  their  movements,  the  United 
States  Government,  at  various  times  up  to  1800,  had  placed  fonr  vessels  of 
war  upon  the  lake,  the  most  formidable  of  which  was  the  lUdroit,  the  one  that 
brought  Gen.  VOayne  to  Erie  on  refnriiing  from  his  Western  expedition.  She 
was  wrecked  off  Presepae  Isle  the  next  fall.  Of  this  class  of  vessels  the  only 
one  that  was  in  service  on  Lake  Erie  at  the  outbreak  of  the  last  war  with 
Great  Britain  was  the  Adams,  of  150  tons,  which  was  captured  by  the  British 
in  lSl‘2.  The  brigs  Lawrence  and  Niagara,  and  the  schooner  Ariel,  of  Perry’s 
fleet,  were  constructed  at  the  mouth  of  Cascade  Creek  (the  site  of  the  Erie  and 
Pittsburgh  docks),  and  three  gunboats  at  the  inoirth  of  the  old  canal,  in  1813. 

In  1701,  two  British  armed  vessels  lay  outside  the  harbor  of  Erie  for  some 
time,  as  a menace  against  the  occupation  of  the  lake  shore  region  by  the 
,Americau3. 

THE  MEUCHANT  SF.K'v'K'E. 

Previous  to  the  war  of  1812-14,  a dozen  or  more  vessels  comprised  the 
whole  merchant  lleet  of  the  lake,  averaging  about  sixty  tons  each.*  The  chief 
article  of  freight  was  salt  from  Salina,  N.  A7,  which  was  brought  t(;  Erie, 
lauded  on  the  beach  Itelow  the  month  of  Mill  Creek,  hauled  in  vvagons  to 
Waterford,  aud  from  there  lloatcd  down  French  Creek  and  the  Allegheny 
River  to  Pitt.sburgh.  As  the  trade  progressed,  three  large  buildings  were 
erected  on  the  beach  for  storing  the  salt.  In  ISOG,  0,000  barmls  were  regis- 
tered at  the  Erie  custom  house,  and  the  amount  increased  to  18,000  barrels  at  a 
later  period.  Conmierce  was  suspended  on  the  lake  during  the  war,  but  it 
revived  immediately  after,  and  has  steadily  grown  t ear  by  year.f  The  dis- 

'•-■Tlie  Butfalo  J-yjirv.fs  of  <)ciob('r  I'l,  Hii,  c-  Ihc  followiap;  ‘ 'rho  schooner  SaJina.  I'uniel  i>o)>hins, 

nia.^ter,  arrivetl  at  this  port  on  (lie  - t u!t.,  Inivi  n-g  on  hoard  a Ci\T.r.<)  ut’  lur.  cstiniatcAl  at 

fCol.  Ko^ter,  Collector  ot'  I’rcjfquo  wrUin^  uiulcr  date  ot  July  2S,  li>15,  said:  “Lake  Erie  is  crowded 
with  small  crat't,  generally  ol’live  to  twenty  tuu.s.'’ 
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covery  of  salt  in  i,Ue  vicinity  of  Pittsbnrgli  put  an  end  io  that  branch  of  the  lake 
trafiic  fiboul  1S19. 

Araono-  th('  pioneer  lake  caj'tains  were  Daniel  Dob'oins,  'William  Lee. 
Thomas  Wilkins,  Soth  Barney,  C.  Blake.  .James  Bough,  John  F.  Wight.  Levi 
Allen,  -lohn  Bichards,  George  Milos  and  Charles  Hayt.  CatJ.  Bichards  (gait 
sailing  and  NS'eut  io  ship-building  wiili  considei'ablo  success.  Capt.  ^Viikins 
comineirced  with  the  Feeds  in  1822,  and  ^\■as  long  one  of  their  most  }iOj.)nlar 
commanders.  Bnfiis  S.  Feed  owned  ve.ssels  at  an  early  day,  and  continaod,  in 
the  business  during  the  balance  of  his  life.  In  1S09,  he  and  Capt.  DoblJns 
purchased  t'he  schooner  CJiarlotte,  of  ninety  tons,  from  a Canadian.  She  was 
long  sailed  by  Capt.  Dobbins.  The  Charlotte  was  at  Miackinaw  when  that 
place  surrendered  to  the  British  in  1812,  and  Capt.  'Dobbins,  Knfus  S.  Feed. 
\y.  W.  Feed  and  the  crew  became  prisoners  of  war.  She  was  sent  by  the 
enemy  to  Detroit,  where  Gen.  Huli  inclnded  her  in  the  general  surrender, 

THE  ER.\  OF  STEAMIWATS. 

The  first  steamboat  to  navigate  Lake  Erie  was  the  Whnlk  iu-the-Yv’'atyr.  of 
342  tons,  built  on  the  ISiiagai'a  Fiver,  between  Black  Fock  and  Tonawaud('i. 
and  lauTichod  on  the  28tb  of  May,  1S18.  On  her  finst  triji  it  took  from  7.39 
P,  M.,  on  Monday,  to  11  .4..  M.  on  Tuesday,  to  reach  Cleveland,  from  Erie, 
and  the  entire  voyage  from  .Bufi'alo  to  Detroit  reijuirod  forty-one  hours  andlen 
minutes,  the  wind  being  ahead  all  the  way  n}>.  She  carried  quite  a number 
of  passengers,  and  having  pleasant  accommodations,  they  enjoyed  the  trip 
mightily.  As  the  boat  neared  the  head  of  the  lake,  the  Indians  ran  down  to 
the  water’s  edge,  and  gave  iitterance  to  their  amazement  by  rep-ieated  signs  and 
shouts.  The  Walk-in- the-'Water  made  regular  trips  each  season  between 
Buffalo  and  Detroit,  on  each  of  which  she  stopped  at  Erie.  She  tvas  stj-anded 
in  Buffalo  Bay  in  1822,  and  her  engines  were  removed  and  put  into  the  Supe- 
rior, which  was  her  immediate  successor. 

The  first  steamboat  launched  at  Erie  was  the  Willia.'u  ].'’oun,  of  200  tons, 
in  May  or  Jnne,  of  1820.  She  was  the  sixth  on  the  lake,  and  was  built  hy  the 
Erie  A Chautauqua  .Steamboat  Company,  the  original  managers  of  which  were 
'Walter  Smith,  E.  L.  Tinker  and  Charles  Towu.-^end,  of  Xew  York,  and  E.  S, 
Reed,  F.  S.  Y.  Hamot,  Josiah  Kellogg,  John  1’.  ^Yight,  Daniel  Dolphins  and 
Peter  Christie,  of  Erie.  The  association  was  organized  in  1S2T)  and  contin- 
ued until  some  time  after  1S32.  The  W illiaui  Penn  was  commanded  by  Capt. 
Thomas  W'ilkius  in  1S27. 

Gen.  C.  M.  Reed’.s  lii-.st  steamboat  was  the  Pennsylvania,  Capt,  John  Flee- 
harty,  master.  She  was  launched  neai'  the  foot  of  Sassafras  street,  in  July, 
1832,  and  towed  to  Black  Bock,  wdiere  her  engines  iverc  ]mt  in.  'J’lie  General 
built  the  Thomas  Jeffer.sou  in  1S34  and  ihe  James  Madison  in  IS-IT,  both  at 
Erie,  in  about  the  same  locality^  -as  the  Pennsylvania.  Capt.  Wilkins  being 
placed  in  command  of  the  former  and  Capt.  B.  C.  Bristol  of  the  latter.  A 
writer  in  the  Erie  Gazette  makes  this  statement:  “On  the  2oth  of  IMay,  1837, 
Gen.  Feed’s  steamboat  James  Madison  came  into  this  port  from  Buffalo  with 
upward  of  one  thousand  passengers  and  a hea.vy  cargo  of  freight.  The  Madi- 
son cleared  820,000  on  this  single  trip.  Slie  was  TOt)  tons  burthen.  Those 
early  steamboat  days,  befoi-e  the  time  of  railroads  and  palace  cars,  were  the 
most  prosperous  times  ever  known  on  the  lakes,  '\rnry  often  a steamboat  would 
moT-e  than  pay  for  herself  in  one  season.” 

In  1837,  the  ill-fated  Erie  -was  built  at  the  foot  of  French  street,  by  the 
Erie  Steamboat  Company — Thomas  G.  Colt  and  Smith  1.  Jackson  being  the 
chief  men — and  the  Mis.souri  followed,  built  by  Gen.  Feed  in  1840.  The 
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Erie  was  subsequent];.'  purchased  bj  Gen.  Reed,  u'ho  owned  the  vessel  until 
lier  destruction  bv  tire.  All  ol  those  were  large,  elegant,  rapid  and  poj)ular 
boats. 

Ill  hS2u,  three  steamboats  entered  and  cleared  from  Erie  Harbor  every  week, 
anti  from  two  to  ten  schooners.  The  opening  of  the  canal  between  Erie  and 
the  Ohio  Kiver,  in  the  spring  of  lS4b.  gave  an  immense  im]>ctus  to  the  lake 
trade  at  this  }>ort.  h'en.~  of  thousands  of  emigrants  were  brought  from  Buffalo 
each  t ear,  taking  the  canal  rente  to  tlie  Ohio  Valley,  and  the  liarbor  of  Erie 
was  one  of  the  liveliest  on  the  lake.  The  tide  of  travel  liy  way  of  the  lake 
continued  until  the  completion  of  the  Lake  Shore  Kailroad  to  Toledo  in  1853, 
when  the  emigrant  business  diopped  off  and  tlie  steamboats  wore  compelled  to 
depend  mainly  upon  the  freight  business,  to  and  from  the  upper  lakes.  In  one 
of  Mr.  Frank  Henry's  valuable  series  of  reminiscences,  printed  in  the  Erie  efn- 
zeffe,  he  says; 

“ As  late  as  the  year  1850,  there  were  no  railroads  in  this  I'egion  of  country. 
The  on];,'  public  tneans  of  conveyance  between  the  East  and  West  was  by  stage 
coaches  on  land,  and  .steamboats  on  the  lakes  during  the  mouths  of  navigation. 
There  were  many  competing  linos  of  steamers,  strongly  built  and  fitted  up 
and.  furnished  in  princely  style,  regardless  of  expense,  and  commanded  by  the 
most  capable  and  experienced  men  that  could  be  found.  The  arrival  of  one  of 
these  ‘ ttoating  palaces’  in  port  was  an  event  of  more  importance  and  interest 
than  a circus  would  be  in  these  dav’s.  Scores  of  sighi-seers  would  crowd  the 
dec.ks  and  cabins,  closely  inspecting  every  nook  and  corner.  * These 

steamboats  all  used  w'ood  for  fi’-el.  and  were  Ya’opelled  b;,' steam,  the  exhaust  of 
which  could  be  heard  far  over  the  hills  on  the  mainland,  striking  terror  to  the 
hearts  of  timid  people  who  never  heard  such  sounds  before.  The  highest  am- 
bition of  many  a country  boy  was  to  lind  employment  in  any  capacity  on  one 
of  these  boats.  At  any  of  these  lake  captain;;  were  very  poj)ular  with  the  trav- 
eling-  public,  and  were  better  known,  either  jiei'sonally  or  by  reputation,  than 
many  a Enited  States  Senator  of  the  present  day.  The  boats  of  these  favorites 
were  generally  cro^Ydcd  to  their  utmost  capacity.” 

PItOI'ELLEllS  AND  SHIPS. 

The  lirst  propeiler  on  Lake  Erie  wa.s  the  ^ audalia,  of  150  tons,  built  at 
Oswego  and  brought  throngli  the  Welland  Canal  in  1842.  Two  others  appeared 
the  same  season.  The  propellers  have  entirely  taken  the  places  of  the  old  style 
steamboats,  being  fo'und  more  safe,  economical  and  reliable. 

The  first  full-ilggcd  ship  on  the  lake  was  the  Julia  Palmer,  of  300  tons, 
launched  at  Buffalo  in  1830.  The  ship  Milwaukee  was  built  in  the  same  year 
at  Grand  Island,  in  the  Niagara  II iver. 

THE  OLD  TIMES  .VXD  THE  XEW. 

In  an  address  delivered  by  Mr.  Martin,  of  Buffalo,  at  Niagara  Eall.s  on  the 
nth  of  August,  ISSI,  he  made  thi'se  striking  statements: 

“ In  1855,  tlu'  average  wheat-carrying  capacity  of  a sail  vessel  was  from 

16.000  to  IS. OOO  bushels;  in  1865,  25, 00(.>  to  3i>, 01*0  bushels;  in  1875,  40,0(H>to 

50.000  bushels;  and  now  50,000  to  70,000  bushels.  The  largest  sail  vessel  now 
on  the  lakes  canles  2,30O  tons  of  freight;  in  lS55.  the  average  wheat-carrying 
capacity  of  a pro[)oller  w’as  IS. *>00  bushels;  in  1805,  25.00lKo  30, 0(j0  bushels; 
in  1875,  40,001*  to  50.000  bushels,  and  now,  from  70,000  to  80,000  l)ushels. 

“ Iron  ship  building  was  commenced  in  1862.  * * The  propeller  and 

consort  system  was  lirst  e.stablishcd  iu  187(1,  and  has  become  a great  factor  in 
solving  the  cpiestion  of  cheap  transportation.  ” 
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In  eonnectiou  with  tbo  above,  the  following  from  the  Erie  Gazette  of  ?-lay 
22,  ISSl.  will  be  of  interest; 

“ The  {ivo-mastodscb.ooner  David  Dows,  Cant.  Skeldon.  master,  was  in  port, 
taking  ill  a cargo  of  coal,  during  tin'  week.  She  is  the  largest  sailing  vessel 
ever  built  on  the  lakes.  vSlio  is  287  feet  over  all  in  length.  Tim  Dows  car- 
ric-s  T.-Us  1-  yaivD  of  canvas.  Her  talle.st  spar  is  170  feet  highi  from  the  deck, 
Her  largest  anchor  weighs  4,320  pounds.  One  chain  is  one  and  a half  inch 
links  and  450  feet  i.n  length.  The  Dows  was  built  in  Toledg,  and  this  is  her 
first  trip.  She  will  carry  3,0(.!0  tons  or  lSt>  car  loads.  8he  can  carry  three 
kinds  of  grain,  ut  once.  The  Dows  can  carry  130,000  bushels  of  wdioat.” 

VALUABLE  ST.ATISTICS. 

The  following  statistics  of  the  vessels  on  Lake  .Lrieat  various  periods  show 
the  progres.s  that  was  made  in  sixty  years; 

Iri  18 Kb  eig.ht  or  nine  sailing  vessels,  averaging  00  tons. 

in  1820,  vim  small  .steamboat  and  thirty  sa,iling  ves.<el--.  averaging  50  tons. 

In  1831,  eleven  steamlvoabs  aggregating  2,200  tons,  and  one  hundred  sail- 
ing ve.sscls,  averaging  7(.)  tons. 

In  !'45.  forty-live  steamboats,  aggregating  30. 000  tojis.  and  two  hundred 
and  .seventeeu  other  vessels  aggregating  20.000  ton.s. 

In  1841,  sixty-seven  steamers.  twenty-;3ix  propellers,  three  barks,  sixty -four 
brigs  iiud  three  hundred  an-1  forty  scln'0)iers. 

In  1800  (including  Lake  Ontario),  one  Imndred  and  thirty-eight  steamers, 
one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  propellers,  fifty-eight  b;u’ks,  ninety  brigs  and 
nine  hundred  and  seventy-four  sloops  and  schooner.?.  Total  tonnage,  536,000; 
val ua t io  11 , 830, 000, 000. 

The  Government  statistics  of  lS7t)  showed  that  the  marine  commerce  of 
the  lakes  in  1800  exceeded  the  whole  American  coasting  trade  on  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  oceans. 

GOVERNMENT  VE.S.SELS. 

The  United  states  Steamer  Michigan,  the  only  vessel  of  war  now  on  the  chain 
of  lakes,  was  launched  at  Erie  on  the  Olli  of  November,  1843,  and  accepted 
and  commissioned  by  the  Government  o;i  tlie  15th  of  August,  1844.  She  is  of 
53S  ions  burthen,  is  wholly  built  of  iron  c;vcoptiiig  the  spar  deck,  and  is  pierced 
for  twelve  guns,  L'ut  only  carries  eight.  The  Michigan  is  a side-wheek-r.  with 
a lenglli  over  all  of  107  feet,  an  extreme  beam  of  47  feet,  a depth  of  hold  of 
14  £ eet,  a registered  tonnage  of  450  tons  and  a displacement  of  GS5  tons.  She 
was  built  at  Pitt.sburgh,  traus]iorted  in  pieces  to  Cleveland,  lirought  from  that  city 
to  .Erie  in.  a steamer,  and  j.mt  together  at  iriis  harbor,  being  the  fir.st  iron  hull 
ever  set  alioat  on  the  lakes.  The  crew  of  the  Michigan  averages  ninoty-eight 
per.sons,  including  eleven  ofilccrs.  Her  tonnage,  armament  and  crew  are  regu 
lated  by  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  which  is  also  authorized  to  place  a vessel 
of  the  same  character  on  the  lakes.  Erie  has  always  been  the  headquarters  for 
the  Michigan.  The  successive  commanders  of  the  ve.s.sel  have  been  as  follows; 

William  Imnan,  Stephen  Champliu,  Oscar  Bullus, Biglow.  iMcBlair, 

Nicholas,  Joseph  Lanman,  John  C.  Carter,  Francis  A.  Roe,  A.  Breysoii, 

James  E.  Jouett,  Brown, Gillis, Wright. Cushman,  G. 

W.  Hayward  and  Albert  Kautz.  Several  of  these  onicers  have  risen  to  the  rank 
of  Commodore,  and  one  of  them,  Jo.si'ph  Laiimau,  to  that  of  Rear  Admiral. 

Erie  has  been  the  station  for  the  United  States  Revenue  Cutters  ever  since 
that  branch  of  the  Govermnont  service  was  established  ou  Lake  Erie.  Tlie  first 
cutter  was  the  Benjamin  Rush,  of  thirty  Ions,  built  at  this  port  by  Capt,  John 
Richards,  about  1827,  and  first  commanded  by  Capt.  Gilbert  Ivuapp,  who  was 
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Fucocedod  by  Capt.  Daniel  Dobbins,  The  second  was  tlio  Erie,  of  sixty-two 
tons,  launched  at  Eood’s  dock,  in  Ylarch,  1833.  and  placed  in  charge  of  Capt. 
Dobbins,  v/ith  the  present  Capt.  Oltinger  as  his  Second  Lieutenant.  The  lat- 
ter made  his  first  oj-uiseupoii  the  lake  in  the  Denjamin  Ku.sh,  with  Capt.  Dob- 
bins as  his  chief  officer,  in  1832.  The  Erie  was  succeeded  in  ISIO  ;,y  the  iron 
Bccamcr  Dallas,  of  w'hich  Michael  Couiier  rvas  Captain,  and  ,Dougla»  Ottiuger 
First  Lieutenant.  This  ve.s.sel  was  removed  to  the  Atlantic  coast,  by  way  of 
the  Canadian  canals  a}id  the  St.  Lawrence  Fiver,  in  lS-18.  The  Jeremiah  S. 
'Black  was  one  of  six  steam  cutters  built  by  the  Government,  being- one' for  each 
lake,  in  1S57,  and  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Ottingor,  who  had 
been  promoted.  At  the  outbreak  of  th.e.  civil  war,  these  vessels  were  moved  to 
the  Atlantic  cou.st  under  the  dir''ction  of  Capt.  Ottiuger,  by  way  of  the  St.  Law- 
rence Fiver.  In  18(5-1,  Capt.  OLtingor  superintended  the  constructiou  of  the 
steam  cutter  Perry,  which  is  still  in  service  and  of  -which  he  was  iiie  command- 
er, with  the  exception  of  two  years,  until  ISSI,  when  he  was  placed  on  the  re- 
tired list.  This  vessel,  which  was  built  on  the  Fiagara  Fiver,  on  her  trial 
tri]-i,  for  more  than  two  hours  moved  at  a speed  of  upward  of  ninefieen  miles 
an  hour,  and  has  made  headvray,  in  a winter  gale,  on  the  oj^en  lake  against 
wind  blowing  tifty-iive  miles  per  hour.  Tire  Perry  carries  t\vo  rifled  T’arrott 
twenty-pounders,  and  two  bras.^  howitzers,  twenty-pounders,. and  is  ur-anned  by 
one  Captain,  three  Lieutenants,  three  Engineers  and  tliirty  shipped  men.  JSho 
is  170  feet  long,  2-1  wide,  lO-l-  deep,  and  draws  71  feet.  Her  capacity  is  -101 
tons,  old  measurement.  The  revenue  service  is  ,'i  branch  of  the  United  States 
Tj-easury  Dep..rrtinent,  and  has  no  connectioir  with  the  navy.  The  duty  of  the 
cutters  is  to  enforce  the  laws  for  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  to  afford 
relief  to  vessels  in  distress  during  the  storms  of  autumn.  They  have  rendered 
valuable  service  in  this  way,  saving  many  lives  and  a vast  amount  of  property. 

niSASTEUS  ox  THE  BAY  AND  LAKE. 

Some  of  the  most  appalling  marine  disasters  o.u  record  have  taken  place  on 
Lake  Erie,  causing  sorrow'  to  hundreds  of  homes  and  involving  the  loss  or  ruin 
of  many  bravo  and  enterprising  citizens.  The  early  disasters  have  already- 
been  recited,  and  it  is  unnecessary  to  repeat  them.  The  following  are  some 
of  the  most  terrible  incidents  that  have  hajjpened  in  later  year-s  on  the  bay  and 
lake: 

The  schooner  Franklin,  owned  by  P.  S.  Y.  Hamot,  loaded  at  P>-afTalo  for  an 
upj->er  port,  left  Erie  on  the  l(5th  of  October,  1820,  and  was  never  seen  after- 
ward. Capt.  Hayt  and  three  men,  all  residents  of  Erie  or  vicinity,  were  lost. 

In  April.  1823,  four  men — Hutehinso.n.  Zuck,  Fox  and  Granger — started 
to  cross  the  bay  in  a boat.  Tlie  water  was  rough,  the  boat  capsized,  and  all 
but  Granger  were  drowned. 

The  steamboat  AYashington  burned  off'  Silver  Creek  in  1S3S,  and  sixty  per- 
sons lost  their  lives. 

Eleven  men  left  the  wharf  at  Erie  in  a small  boat  on  the  14th  of  May. 
1834,  to  go  to  the  steamboat  New  T'ork,  lying  at  the  outer  pier.  A blinding 
snow  storm  prevailed  and  the  boat  was  upset.  Nine  of  the  party  w-ere  droumed, 
among  them  Thomas  AleConkey,  Deputy  Collector  of  the  port. 

One  of  the  most  dreadful  calamities  in  the  history  of  lake  navigation  oc- 
curred on  the  9th  of  August,  iS-il,  aud  is  still  remembered  with  horror  by  our 
older  citizens.  The  steamboat  'Erie,  of  Erie,  owned  by  Gen.  Feed,  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Titus,  and  bearing  a hu’ge  party  of  emigrants,  v, 'as  coming  up 
the  lake  from  Bnffalo.  and  when  oli'  Silver  Creek  was  discovered  to  be  ablaze. 
The  lire  is  supposed  to  have  l^een  caused  by  tlio  bursting  of  some  demijohns  of 
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turpentine  on  board,  v;hicb  iguittul  by  corning  in  contact  -with  the  coals  of  tlio 
furnace.  Tlie  .Eric  having'  been  newly  painted  and  the  wind  being  liigh.  the 
Games  spread  Avith  amazing  velocity,  and  in  an  inconceivably  brief  period  of 
time  the  boat  was  burned  to  the,  watei''s  edge.  Two  hundred  and  forty-nine 
persons  wore  lost,  of  whom  twenty-six  were  residents  of  Erie.  Eetween  1'20 
and  130  bodies  rose  to  the  surface  and  'svere  recovered.  Au  act  of  heroism  oc- 
cuiTcd  in  connection  with  tlio  disaster  which  deserves  to  be  handed  down  to 
the  fr.rtliest  generation.  The  Avlioelsman,  Augustus  Fuller,  of  Harbor  Creel:, 
on  the  discovery  of  the  fire,  immediately  headed  the  boat  for  the  shore,  and 
stood  at  his  ]iost  till  siuroimded  by  flames,  tvhen  befell  dead  from  sulTocation. 
The  Erie  Avas  valued  at  ECo.OOO.  Her  cargo  was  Avortli  about  b20,00(),  rmd  the 
emigrants,  it  is  calcnlated,  had  with  them  b'lSO.OOU  in  gold  and  silver. 

Another  calamity  of  an  ecjually  horrible  nature  took  place  in  ISoO.  The 
steaml)oat  G.  P.  Griffith  lAurned  near  Chagrin,  Ohio,  and  250  souls  Avero  lost. 

The  propeller  Henry  Clay  foundered  in  1851,  and  nothing  Avas  ever  heard 
of  any  one  on  board.  Nineteen  lives  were  lo.'^t  bA'  the  foundering  of  the 
propeller  Oneida  in  1S52. 

In  the  summer  of  1852  the  steamboat  Atlantic  collided  A\-Ith  another  A’essel, 
and  sunk  off  Long  Point,  opposite  Erie.  One  hundred  and  lifty  lives  were  lost. 

The  proprdler  Charter  Oal:  foundered  in  1855.  Eleven  persons  \v(U'e 
missing. 

Fifty  six  persons  met  with  an  itntimely  end  in  ISoG  by  the  burning  of  the 
Northern  Indiana. 

The  sloop  'Washington  Irving,  of  Erie,  Ca]At.  Yannatta,  left  this  port  for 
Bttffalo  on  the  7th  of  July,  18G0,  and  Avas  neA'er  heard  from  again.  She  is 
supposed  to  have  foundered.  All  on  board — seven  persons — AA’cre  droAvned. 

The  steamer  Alorning  Star  Avas  sunk  by  a collision  with  tlie  bark  Cortland 
in  ISGS,  and  thirty-two  persons  were  lost. 

The  loss  of  life  on  all  of  the  lakes  in  ISGO  Avas  57S.  and  of  property  over 
81,000,000. 

Coming’  doAvn  to  the  season  of  1882,  the  notable  disasters  were  tlie  found- 
ering of  the  Canadian  steamer  Asia,  in  Georgian  Pay.  on  the  10th  of  Septem- 
ber; the  Avreck  of  the  schooner  Henry  Folger,  on  Salmon  Point,  on  the  night 
of  December  3;  the  burning  of  the  steamer  Alauitoulin,  in  Georgian  Bay,  on 
IMav  18:  and  the  burning  of  the  steam  barge  Peters,  on  Lake  Alichi"an,  in 
December.  The  loss  of  life  Avas  as  folloAvs;  In  connection  Avilh  the  Peters,  13; 
the  Manitoulin,  betAveen  30  and  40;  the  Asia,  npAvardof  100,  and  the  Folger,  9. 

One  of  the  severest  gales  ever  kuoAvn  occurred  in  November,  1883,  lasting 
from  the  11th  for  several  day.',  and  extending  over  tlie  Avhole  chain  of  lakes. 
Nothing  like  it  had  been  seen  for  many  years.  I’rom  fifty  to  sixty  ve.-=sels  were 
lost,  and  the  damage  was  scarcely  less  than  a million  dollars. 

DIST.ANCES  BY  LAKE. 

The  folloAving  are  the  distances  by  Avater  in  miles  from  the  harbor  of  Erie: 


Alpena,  J/tke  Huron 578 

Hay  C’i tv.  Lake  Huron 407-1 

Bavfirld.  Lake  Superior 370 

Huft'alo,  l,:ike  Eric. .......  79 

riiica.u'i),  Lake  Alichigan. 827 

Cleveiaiul,  Lake  Erie lOO 

Colmr.ir.  via  WelUmd  Caiiiil 172 

Copper  Harlmr,  Lake  .Superior 727 

Detroit,  1 )elroit  River 188 

Dulutli,  Eakf^  Suiverior 933 

East  S aginaw,  laike  llui  un 421 
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Ilainiltor..  Lake  O!it:ulo 130 

Maiqueif.e.  Lake  .Siijierinr. 094 

Mil\^■ailk^'e,  Lake  Michiuaii 762 

}\)i  t Sai  Jiia,  i.ake  IIuroi\ 2534 

j'anil'asky,  I.ake  TLae 150 

S.iiilt  Me . Tlarie,  J.ake  Suyerioi-. .5:’41 

Snjierior  Cilv,  Lake  Siipeiiov 033 

'J’oledn,  Lake  Erie 107 

Turuiito,  via  Vi  ell.nal  Caiia.l 126 


■ OPENING  OF  NAVIGATION. 

The  season  of  1884  ayus  iinusiFally  backward,  Navigation  oponod  the  24th 
of  March,  but  was  much  retarded  by  ice  and  .storms.  On  the  14th  of  iMay,  enovr 
fell  along  the  south  shore  of  the  lake  to  the  depth  of  sis  iiichc.s. 

The  lake  was  open  and  navigation  was  in  full  operation  between  Erie  and 
Detroit  in  April,  1835.  but  Euilalo  Creek  was  closed  till  the  Sth  of  May. 

4’he  Itevenue  Cutter  Erie  sailed  from  the  port  of  Erie  to  Buffalo  about  the 
last  of  December,  1S37.  without  interruption.  In.  February,  1S3S,  the  steamer 
Deisdtt  Clinton  came  into  Erie  from  Buft’alo  and  went  from,  Erie  to  Detroit 
without  obstruction. 

In  the  wiiitei  of  IS44-45,  the  steamer  Enited  States  made  a trip  every 
uiontli  between  BuiTalo  and  Detroit. 

Cn  the  13th  of  Decemhor,  1S52,  a steamboat  passed  up  the  lake  and  another 
on  the  10th  of  January,  1S53.  Generally  speaking,  the  port  of  Erie  i.s  open 
about  tiYO  weeks  before  that  of  Bullalo,  as  is  shown  by  the  following  table; 


OPjdXIXG  of  Tilt;  D ARBORS  OF  ERIE  ANI)  BUFFALO. 


Ei:iF 

nrriAT.o. 
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EUIK. 

BCf  F-VLO. 

Y L*ar. 

MoiiUi. 

Day. 

ilocth. 

Day. 

Yenr. 

Mouth, 

I'ay. 

Month. 

Day. 

1823 

April 

24 

-May 

2d 

' I85-3 

May 

Uhh 

-April 

2 1st 

1827 

■A  pri! 

2-lth 

May 

11th 

1856 

-Alav 

6th 

Mn  V 

2d 

1 828 

March 

■3ih 

Anri! 

1 St 

M857 

April 

27  th 

April 

27  th 

1829 

•laniiiivy 

20th 

Alav 

21st 

1858 

April 

Sd 

Ap'i'il 

l-3th 

1830 

April 

18th 

.Anri  I 

6th 

18V.) 

.A]'fi! 

Sih 

April 

7th 

1831 

April 

14th 

Mav 

Sth 

1800 

April 

21st 

-Apr:! 

17th 

1832 

April 

21ii 

April 

27th 

isrd 

-April 

15ih 

April 

13th 

183-: 

■A  M'il 

12th 

Ajiril 

28th 

1862 

March 

31st 

April 

1 ih 

1834 

March 

24th 

April 

Sth 

1S63 

February 

27  th 

.-\pril 

7th 

1835 

April 

11th 

May 

1864 

April 

1st 

-April 

Mth 

1830 

April 

25  th 

April 

27th 

1865 ; 

April 

lOilt 

April 

27th 

1837 

April 

ITtli 

M.av 

16th 

1S06 

April 

Mill 

April 

2 2d 

1838 

March 

20th 

M arch 

31st 

' 1867 

-April 

5th 

April 

lOth 

18.30 

April 

0th 

April 

llih 

1868 

•A  pril 

Otti 

-April 

1 1th 

1840 

March 

27th 

-A  j ril 

27th 

1 860 

■April 

. 3d 

.May 

1st 

1841 

April 

lOih 

.April 

14th 

: IS7U 

April 

loth 

A (.ril 

16th 

1842 

March 

12th 

March. 

7th 

1871 

March 

licth 

-April 

■"L-t 

1843 

April 

lUh 

May 

Cr  > 

1872 

April 

12th 

May 

Gth 

18-14 

April 

1st 

March 

14th 

■ 187.3 

-April 

17th 

•April 

28lh 

184.5 

March 

20th 

April 

Otl 

1874 

March 

281  h 

-Apt  il 

18ih 

1816 

Alarch 

23d 

A [iril 

11th 

1 

-Aprtl 

1 5th 

May 

12th 

1847 

A p I'll 

Trh 

April 

23d 

1670 

April 

7th 

.May 

•5  th 

1848 

March 

20  tb 

.April 

0th 

1877 

April 

23d 

April 

17th 

1849 

March 

25th 

April 

11th 

1878 

March 

16th 

.March 

16th 

1850 

M a7-ch 

lUh 

March 

20th 

1870 

.April 

April 

25th 

1851 

April 

1st 

-April 

2.1 

1880 

March 

16th 

M arch 

M7ih 

1852 

April 

1st 

.April 

20th 

1881 

-April 

27ih 

May 

3d 

1853 

May 

0th 

-April 

1 1th 

1882 

March 

6 th 

March 

loth 

1854 

.April 

8th 

•April 

20th 

1883 

-April 

13ih 

Navigation  on  Lake  Erii^  usually  closes  abou 
sometimes  extended  to  the  middle  of  the  month. 


the  1st  of  Dt'cember,  hut  is 
Ice,  as  a rule,  forms  first  in 
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the  sLoal  "water  of  the  western  ])art  of  the  lako.  Vessel  insurance  begins 
generaliy  on  the  1st  of  May  and  always  closes  on  the  30th  of  November. 

C'OLLECTOnS  AT  KUIK. 

! The  collection  district  of  .Presqire  Isle  embraces  the  whole  coast  lino  of 
Pennsylvania  on  Lcike  Erie.  Below'  is  a li.st  of  the  collectors,  wdth  the  date.s 
of  iheir  commissions; 

Thomas  Foivster,  March  26,  37'.)d;  Edwin  J.  Kelso.  July  1,  183G;  Charles 
7Y.  Kelso,  July  10,  J8il;  Murray  Whalion,  June  10.  1845;  \Villiam  M.  Gal- 
lagher, April  2*0,  1840;  James  Lytle,  April  22,  1853;  John  BrawJey,  October 
15,  1857;  Murray  VY'hallon,  March  11,  1S50;  CbRrle.s  M.  TibbaB,  November  1, 
1859;  Thomas  YVilkins,  June  22,  1861;  Fuchard  E.  Gaggin,  May  7,  1SG9; 
James  11.  YVillard,  February  10,  1874;  Hiram  L.  Bi'own,  Ylarch  22,  1878; 
Matthew  B.  Barr,  December  1,  1880;  H.  C.  SiaUbid,  July  17,  1883. 

DKPrTT  COLLUCTOUS. 

Under  Col.  Forster,  Thoiaas  McConkey,  James  Maurice;  under  E.  J.  Kelso, 
Murray  YViiallon;  under  C.  YV.  Kelso,  A.  G.  tiilton;  unclei'  YI.  YVhallon,  iirst 
term,  jY.  B.  Du’-] in ; under  YV.  M.  Gallagher,  YYhdllam  S.  Erowm;  under  Ylessrs. 
Ijytie,  Erawiey,  Mhalion  (second  term)  and  Tibbals,  M7  YY7  Loomis;  under 
Thomas  YY'ilkins,  11.  F.  Gaggin;  under  II.  F.  Gaggin,  Thonaas  YVilkiu.s-;  under 
J.  It.  YVillard,  YViliiam  F.  Lnetje;  under  Ylessrs.  Brown  and  BaiT,  II.  E.  Gaggin; 
iind.?r  Mr.  Barr,  from  Ylarch.  1SS3,  Andrew  H.  Caughey;  under  Ylr.  Stafford. 
E.  .H.  YY'ilco-v  and  .Ylfrcd  King. 

The  Collectors  are  appointed  by  the  President  fo)'  a term  of  four  years, 
unless  sooner  removed.  Messrs.  Forster,  Edwin  J.  Kelso,  YVhallon,  Lytle, 
Biawley  and  Tibbals  were  appointed  as  Democrats;  the  others  as  YYhigs  or 
Itepublicaus.  The  emoluments  of  tlie  office  are  as  follows;  Collector,  $1,000 
salary,  and  fees  not  to  exceed  $1,500  (averaging  $1,800  in  all);  Deputy  Col- 
lector, $1,600;  luspectors,  $3  a day  during  the  season  of  navigation. 

Cuilector  Foi'ster’s  salary  for  the  year  1817  was  as  follows:  Kegrrlar  pay, 
$250;  fees,  $267.95;  emoluments,  $8.01. 


VESSELS  OW'NEI)  IN  EKIE. 

The  following  lists  of  vessels  owned  in  Erie  at  the  opening  of  navigation 
in  ISOO  and  1880  are  given  for  the  purpose  of  comparison; 

1860. 

itrigC',-  -Paragon,  212  tons.  Andrew  Scott  and  YY’ilJiam  Christian. 

Baviiucs. — American  Kepiiblic,  459  tons,  Charles  M.  Reed. 

Schooners.— YL  Arbucklc,  170  tons.  C.  YI.  Tibbals  and  John  YI.  Gray; 
YVest  C'lie&ter,  208  tons,  E.  L.  Nason; -Armada,  235  tons,  John  Dunlap  and 
G,  J.  Ylorton;  Y'7.  A.  Adair,  82  tons,  E.  Longley;  Post  Boy.  95  tons,  Andrew' 
Scott  anclYJarjDay;  Huntress,  351  tons,  \V.  A.  Brow-n  h Co.;  E.  C.  YY’illiams, 
157  tons,  J.  Hearn  and  YV.  L,  Scott;  Pacihe.  1S6  tons,  George  J.  Ylorton; 
YVashington  Irving,  111  tons,  A.  Scott  and  James  Ylarshall;  St.  James,  286 
tons,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Coluinbia,  166  tons,  J.  Hearn  and  YY’.  L.  Scott;  St. 
Paul,  304  tons,  Charles  YI.  Reed;  YJary  Ylorton,  246  tons,  George  J.  Ylorton; 
Arrow,  2Sl  tons,  J.  Hearn  and  YY'.  L.  Scott;  N.  G.,  61  tons,  A.  R.  Reynolds  & 
Brother;  Ylary  YI.  Scott,  361  tons,  J.  Hearn  and  YV.  L Scott;  Susquehanna, 
271  tons,  Charles  M.  Reed;  Yliliou  Conrtright,  389  tons,  J.  Hearn  and  YY’’.  L. 
Scott;  Ij,  D.  Cuman,  178  tons,  J.  Hearn  and  YV  L.  Scott;  Citizen,  150  tons, 
Charles  M.  Reed;  St.  Andrew,  141  tons, Charles  YI.  Reed;  Illinois,  110  tons,  E. 
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Ij.  Xasou  and  T,  W.  Koborts;  Storm  Spirit,  214  tons,  A.  Scott  and  J.  K.  Itun- 
kin;  Geneva,  107  tons,  J.  Hearn  and  \V.  L.  Scott.  Total,  5,924  tcnis;  valua- 
tion about  S;i00,000. 

. 1880. 

Pi'ojir.Ucis. — Alaska,  1,288  tons,  Ancbor  Tjine;  Annie  Youn;,n  1,007  tons 
Ancdior  Line;  Arizoiin.  924  ton?,.  Anchor  Line;  China.  1.240  ton,?,  Anchor 
Line;  Conemangh,  1.0 iO  ton=:.  Anchor  Liric:  Conestoga,  1,720  tons,  xYnchor 
Line;  Delaware.  1,742  tons,  Anchor  Line;  Gordon  Canipbeli,  990  tons,  Anchor 
Line;  India,  1,239  tons,  Anchor  Line;  Jap;‘u,  1,239  tons.  Anchor  Line;  Juni- 
ata, 1,7U9  tons,  Anchor  Line;  Lehigh,  1,705  tons.  Anchor  Lino;  Lycoming, 
1,G10  tons.  Anchor  Line;  Philadeljdda,  1,46-t  tons,  xvnchor  Line;  K,  Lrinda- 
ville,  240  tons.  ALUchor  Line;  IVinslow,  1,0-19  Ions,  A.uchor  Line:  YAssa- 
hifkou,  1,020  tons,  xinehor  Line;  City  of  Xev/  Y.'orlc,  417  tons,  xA.  E.  Shej.iard. 

The  China.  India,  Japan  and  Winslow  are  elegaut  passenger  boat.s. 

Tu.g  Propeller.- — Erie,  5S  tons.  Anchor  lune. 

Tags. — Hercules,  S tons.  R.  O'Brien;  Thomas  Thompson,  19  tons,  J.  & T. 
Alahoney. 

Steamer. — Alary  Jarecki.  640  tons,  A,  E.  Shepard. 

Sloop. — Rambler,  11  tons,  A.  Steimnetz. 

Schooiieis. — Allegheny,  604  tons.  A.nchor  Line;  Annie  Sherwood,  622  ions. 
x"L.uchor  Line;  Charles  H.  AA'eoks,  325  tons,  xAuchor  Lino;  Keepsake,  287  tons. 
Anchor  Line;  ScbuYkill,  472  tons,  xinchor  Line;  Thomas  A.  Scott,  741  tons, 
Anchor  .Line;  Charles  K.  Burlon,  515  tons,  Thomas  Mhite;  John  Sherman. 
322  tons.  James  AIcBrier;  Frank  W'.  Giil’ord.  452  tons.  J.  C.  Yan  Scoter  and 
Levi  Davis;  J.  S.  Richards.  311  tons,  J.  C.  Van  Scoter  and  George  Berriman; 
Harvest  Queen.  299  tons,  Aiargaret  Christie;  Julia  AVillfird,  214  tons,  H.  AV. 
Spooner  and  Samuel  Rea,  Jr.;  AYanderer,  11  tons,  E.  D.  Ziegler;  James  F. 
Joy,  583  tons,  R.  0'B;'ien  and  AI.  Christie. 

Steam  Pleasure  Yachts. — Emma  V.  Sutton,  23  tons,  J.  D.  Paasch;  J.  H. 
AVelsla,  14  tons,  John  and  AA’illiam  Stanton;  A.lystie,  75  tons,  AA’.  L.  Scott;  S. 
H.  Hunter,  27  tons,  James  Hunter. 

Total — Propellers,  IS;  tug  pwopellers,  1;  tngs,  2;  steamer,  1;  sloop,  1; 
schooners,  14;  steam  yachts,  4;  in  all  -11;  enrolled  tonnage,  28,090;  cash 
valuatioTi,  §1,075.000. 

BCSINKSS  OF  THE  PORT. 

The  entrances  at  the  port  of  Erie  during  1809  were  055.  and  the  clearances 
G7S,  u’itli  a total  tonnage  of  alout  3(^0,900.  The  following  j>ersons  and  lirms  were 
in  the  lake  business  in  that  year;  Coal  and  ship|:4ng,  AValker  A Gilson.  John 
Hearn  A Co.,  Charles  AI.  Reed,  Josiah  Kellogg,  Starr  A Payne,  George  J. 
Alorton,  Scott  A Rankin;  coal  and  iron,  Curtis  A Royce;  grocery  and  ship 
chandle.r7,  ..Andrew  Hofsies.  Besides  these  there  were  about  half  a dozen 
saloons  in  operation  on  the  docks,  and  a grocery  at  the  month  of  the  canal. 

During  the  season  of  ISSO,  the  entrances  v.'ere  1,025.  and  the  clearances 
909,  with  a total  tonnage  of  1,505,183.  The  revenue  collected  for  tliroc  years 
was,  from  July  1,  187S,  to  June  30,  1879,  §0,163;  from  July  1,  1879,  to  June 
30,  18S0,  §4,910;  from  July  1,  1880,  to  December  31,  1880,  §19,448.  The 
largely  increased  receij^ts  of  the  last  year  were  owing  to  heavy  importations 
of  barley  from  Canada.  AA’ith  the  exception  of  the  lumber  business,  the  whole 
trade  of  the  port  is  now  done  by  the  xYuchor  Line  and  AViliiam  L.  Scott  A Co. 
The  former  do  all  tlie  grain . and  miscellaneous  business,  and  the  latter  linn 
control  the  entire  coal  and  iron  ore  trade. 
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LKillT-IIOb'SES  AND  TMEIR  KEEPEliS- 

Tlie  first  light-Iiouse  upon  thr3  chain  of  lakes  wa.s  erected  at  Erie  in  1818, 
on  the  bhiff  overlooking  the  entrance  to  the  harbor,  a tract  of  laud  for  the  pur- 
pose having  been  ceded  to  the  United  States  Governmeut  by  Gen.  John  Kelso. 
A new  structure  was  built  of  iVlilwaukeo  lu’ick  in  l8-o8,  but  proved  to  be  defect- 
ive, and  it  was  replaced  by  a tliird  building  of  stone  in  1SG6,  at  a cost  of  820,- 
OOu.  For  some  unes])lained  rea.son,  and  against  the  protests  of  all  the  lake 
men  at  Erie,  the  otilcer  in  charge  of  light-houses  upon  the  lakes  concluded  to 
abandon  it;  the  buildings  and  grounds  were  sold  at  public  auction  on  the  1st 
of  Ara.rch,  ISSl,  and  the  light -house  was  demolished. 

About  the  year  1880,  the  GovGriiment  added  a beacon  light  on  the  north 
pier  at-  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  of  Erie.  It  consisted  of  a tall  wooden  tower, 
resting  upon  a heavy  bed  of  masonry,  This  structure  was  carried  away  by 
a sailing  vessel  in  the  summer  or  fall  of  1857,  and  was  replaced  by  the  pres- 
ent wrought  iron  tower  in  the  sunnuer  of  1S5S.  The  light-house  was  modeled 
and  forged  into  form  in  France,  reaching  Erie  with  nothing  to  be  done  except 
to  bolt  the  pieces  into  their  proper  positions.  A neat  frame  dvrelling  for  the 
keeper,  the  same  that  still  exists,  wa.s  erected  wliile  the  to'wer  was  being  put 
togetliG)’,  John  Cor.stable  and  Ed.  Bell  being  the  contractors.  Five  different 
lights  are  Uiaintained  at  this  station,  all  fixed,  wliite,  sixth  order  lense.e,  and 
used  as  ranges.  In  addition  to  these  and  for  the  further  protection  of  navi- 
gators, there  is  a 1,200-pound  Meneely  fog  bell,  which  is  operated  1)V  clock 
work,  and  tolls  three  times  each  rainato  in  snowy  and  foggy  w'eather. 

A third  light-house  station  was  established  on  the  north  shore  of  the  penin- 
sula, and  a handsome. brick  tower  erected  for  the  purpose,  from  which  the  first 
light  was  exhibited  on  the  night  of  July  12,  1873.  It  is  Itnown  as  the  Flash 
Light,  and  cost  the  Government- §15,000.  The  keeper’s  family  are  provided 
with  a snug  residence,  but  the  isolated  situation  renders  their  life  anything 
but  a.  cheerful  one. 

No  regular  journal  see.ms  to  have  been  kept  by  any  of  Ihe  keepers  until 
1872,  when  Mr.  ITauk  Henry  commenced  a daily  record,  which,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  will  always  be  continued  as  a part  of  the  duties  of  the  position.  By 
the  kindness  of  various  gentlemen,  we  have  been  able  to  make  up  the  following 
p.artial  list  of  keepers. 

L.-VNI)  LIGHT. 

1818-1833 — Capt.  John  Bone,  of  Erie. 

1833— Kobert  Kineaide,  of  Erie. 

1841 — Griffith  Hinton,  of  Harbor  Creek. 

18-15 — Eli  Webster,  of  SIcKoan. 

1849 — James  W.  Miles,  of  West  Mill  Creek.  Fie  died  in  the  summer  of 
1853,  and  the  duties  w'ero  performed  by  his  wife,  Isabel  Miles,  till  the  ensuing 
spring. 

April  1,  1854 — John  Graham,  of  Erie. 

April  1,  1858 — Gen.  James  Fleming,  of  Erie. 

October  27,  1858 — A.  C.  Landon,  of  Erie. 

July  15,  1801 — John  Goalding,  of  Erie. 

April  1,  1804 — George  Demond,  of  Erie. 

August  1,  1871 — A.  J.  Fargo,  of  Fairview. 

Mr.  Fargo  retained  the  position,  with  his  wife  as  assistant,  until  the  light- 
house was  abandoned.  The  pay^  was  §560  per  year  to  the  principal  and  §400 
to  the  assistant. 

BEACON  LIGHT. 

William  T.  Downs,  Erie,  yeiu's  unknown. 
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Bonjaiaiii  Fleming,  Eric,  years  unkuo\vn. 

John  Hes.s,  IF'ie,  years  unknown. 

Leonard  Vaughn.  Smnmii,  ye:irs  unknown. 

George  ^\'.  Bone,  Erie,  appointed  July  10,  ISGl. 

Bichard  P.  Burke.  Erie,  i\Iarch  1,  1SG3. 

Frank  Henry.  Harbor  Creek,  Hay  1,  hSG9. 

In  Juno,  1873,  upon  the  addition  of  another  light.,  James  Johnson,  of 
Erin,  was  appointed  .assistant  kee'ier.  He  was  succeeded  in  September  of  the 
same  year  by  C.  E.  HoDaunoll,  cJ  EasOIill  Creek,  who  still  holds  the  position. 
The  pay  is  8520  per  year  to  the?  keeper  and  S400  to  the  assistatit. 

FLASH  LIGHT. 

July  12,  1873— Charles  T.  JVaklo,  of  Fairview. 

Spring  of  ISSO — George  E.  Irvin;  A.  J.  Harrison. 

Fall  of  1880 — O.  J.  hlcAllister,  of  Wattshnrg. 

Fall  of  18S0 — George  E.  Town,  of  North  East. 

Spring  of  1SS3 — Clark  Cole,  of  Erie. 

Messrs.  'Waldo,  McAllister  and  Town  all  resigned,  finding  the  lonely  life 
incident  to  the  position  more  than  they  could  stand.  The  pay  of  the  keeper 
is  8520  per  year.  't 


CKAl^TEll 


XVII. 


County  Ern.ruNG.s. 

Cj'^'HE  first  court  in  the  county  wuis  held  in  the  “big  room”  of  Buehler's 
-L-  Hotel,  at  the  corner  of  I’rench  and.  l.'hii-d  streets,  Erie,  wliich  was  then  and 
for  many  years  af tenvard  the  cent,  al  portion  of  the  town.  From  there  the  p);ice 
of  holding  the  court  was  changed  to  the  log  jail  on  Second  street,  and  the 
quarters  in  tliat  modest  structure  being  found  too  small,  another  removal  v/as 
made  to  apartments  in  Conrad  Brown’s  building,  on  the  0})posite  corner  of 
Third  and  French  streets  from  Buehler's.  These  premises  wmre  occupied 
until  the  completion  of  the  first  conn,  house  in  1808.  The  latter  Avas  a small 
brick  building  that  stood  in  tlie  West  Park,  at  Erie,  a little  north  of  the  soldiers' 
and  sailors’  monument.  The  county  iras  too  poor  to  aftbrd  the  total  expense,  and 
the  State  generously  granted  82,ti()0  toivard  the  erection- of  the  building.  On 
Sunday  morning,  March  23,  1S23,  between  the  hours  of  12  and  3 o’clock,  this 
court  house  was  destroyed  by  fire,  with  all  the  books,  papers  and  records, 
inflicting  a loss  to  the  county  which  cannot  bo  measured  in  dollars  and  cents, 
and  the  elTects  of  w-hich  were  felt  for  fully  a generation  after  the  event.  The 
fire  Avas  caused  bv  taking  ashes  out  of  a stove  on  Saturdav,  throwing  them  into 
a nail  keg  and  neglecting  to  move  tliem  out  of  doors.  When  the  flames 
Avere  discovered,  they  had  advanced  too  far  to  permit  the  saving  of  any  of  the 
contents  of  the  building.  The  ensuing  May  term  of  court  Avas  held  in  the 
Erie  Academy,  and  that  ediflee  was  rented  for  county  jiurposes  and  occupied 
by  the  various  county  officials  for  two  years. 

On  the  2d  of  April,  1823,  P.  S,  V.  Hainot,  Rufus  S.  Reed,  Thomas  Laird, 
Robert  BroAvn,  James  M.  Sterrett,  John  Morris  and  Thomas  H.  Sill  entered 
into  an  agreement  to  advance  82,000  for  one  year,  Avithout  interest,  to  the 
county  for  the  ]varp  so  of  rebuilding  the  court  house.  This  proposition  aauis 
accepted  by  the  Ci'inmissiouers,  who  advertised  at  once  for  proposals.  The 
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job  of  tilling  the  Ct^lhir  of  iho  old  building,  ami  }>;icking'  it  with  clay,  was  lut 
to  Ahiathcr  Crane  on  tlio  21st  of  Attril  ensuing.  (.)u  the  21th  of  iMay,  a con- 
tiamt  for  rebuildin::  the  walls  on  tlie  old  foundation  was  let  to  Thotuas  Mo- 
haliey  and  Jo60])h  Henderson  for  The  car[)entei-  work  and  furnishing 

was  awarded  oii  the  Ilihof  Ja,nuary.  182-1,  to  AN'illiatn  Beiison  and  ^.Villiaio 
Hinu-rxl.  A'aterford,  for  S‘2,000.  ' September  7,  1824.  the  Coinini.ssiouer.s 
contr.'ictod  w.th  Tnomas  Mehaffey  to  lath  and  plaster  tlie  building,  and  on  the 
same  day  with  John  Dunlap  to  tinish  the  carpenter  work,  the  consideration 
being  $43-1  in  the  lirst  instance,  and  $100  iu  the  second. 

The  new  building  was  complotod  and  occupied  in  the  spring  of  1S25.  It 
stood  L.early  on  the  site  of  its  predecessor,  and  was  a two-story  brick  structure, 
surmounted  by  a wooden  cupola.  The  entrance  fi'outed  the  south,  and 
opened  into  a vestibule,  from  which  three  other  doors  gave  access  re.s])ectively 
to  the  court  room  proper  and  to  the  galleries.  Th(3  interior  consisted  of  one 
room,  with  galleries  around  tltree  sides.  For  nearly  thirty  years,  this  tvas  the 
principal  hall  of  the  town,  being  used  miscellaneously  for  religious  worsliip, 
political  ineetings,  entortainmonts.  and  in  fact  for  almost  every  ptibJic  purpiose. 
The  building  was  loijg  the  most  elegant  court  house  in  Northwestern  Feuusyi- 
vania,  and  its  erection  tvas  a,  heavy  I'utrden  upoit  the  county.  The  County 
ComTnissiouer.s'hesitated  for  some  time  about  levying  a tav  toineettlu'  exp>endi- 
ture.  the  credit  of  the  county  fell  to  a low  ligure,  and  no  improvement  took 
place  ivntii  a member  of  the  board  was  elected  v/ho  was  not  afraid  to  do  his 
dnty.  In  the  cupola  of  the  court  liouse  hung  a lioll  which  had  quite  an  in- 
teresting history.  It  belonged  originally  to  the  British  ship  Detroit,  captured 
by  Perry  in  the  battle  of  Lake  Fivie.  From  that  vessel,  it  was  transferred  to 
the  I'nited  Staters  brig  Niagara,  one  of  the  lake  tlect,  where  it  was  in  use  till 
1S23,  wlien  it  was  placed  iu  tlie  navy  yard  at  Erie.  On  the  abandonment  of 
the  navy  yard  in  1825,  when  most  of  the  material  was  sold  at  auction,  the  old 
bell  was  bought  hy  K.  S.  Heed,  who  disposed  of  it  to  the  County  Commission- 
ers, by  whom  it  was  hung  in  the  cujiola  of  the  court  house.  In  1854,  after 
the  arrival  of  the  liell  for  the  present  court  house,  the  old  bell  was  stolen,  but 
was  recovered  in  the  course  of  a few  months,  and  finally  purchased  by  the  city 
of  Erie  for  the  sum  of  $105. 

A little  to  the  west  of  the  court  liouse  was  a two-story  building  containing 
the  county  offices. 

The  corner-stone  of  the  third  and  present  court  liouse  was  laid  on  Tuesday, 
August  17,  1852.  at  2 F.  ?yI.,  an  address  being  delivered  on  the  occasion  by 
Hon.  John  Galbraith,  President  Judge.  The  building  required  nearly  three 
years  to  complete,  the  first  court  held  therein  being  on  the  ith  of  May.  1855. 
It  was  inoileled  upon  the  court  house  at  Carlisle,  Penn.,  after  plans  by  Thomas 
H.  Walter,  an  architect  of  con.siderablo  celebrity.  The  Commissioner?  under- 
took to  do  the  work  without  contract,  and  to  that  end  employed  John  Hill  to 
superintend  the  carpenter  work  and  William  tloskinsoii  the  mason  work,  both 
at  $3  per  day.  Daniel  Young,  of  Erie,  fnrnislied  the  brick;  Mdlliam  Judson 
A Co.,  of  Waterford,  the  timber  and  lumber;  Levi  Howard,  of  Franklin  Town- 
ship, the  stone;  and  Cadweli  & Bennett,  of  Erie,  did  the  rooting.  On  May  1,. 
1854,  after  about  $3(1,000  had  been  expended,  a contract  was  made  with  Hos- 
kinson  A Hill  to  finish  the  building,  put  up  tlie  fence,  grade  the  grounds,  and 
do  all  work  jiertaiuing  to  the  completion  of  the  edifice,  for  $61,000,  deducting 
what  had  already  been  expended.  Afterward,  there  was  an  allowance  of 
$2,302  to  these  parties  for  extras,  making  the  cost  of  the  building  when  ac- 
cepted by  the  Commissioners  over  $G3.00tb  Subsequent  ropiairs,  additions 
and  improvements  have  increased  this  sum  to  about  $100,000. 
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Tlie  court  house  is  Cl  feet  by  132-  in  size,  and  contains  all  the  county  offi- 
ces, each  in  a separate  tire-proof  roon\.  The  tirst  story,  apart  from  the  en- 
tvance  hall,  is  equally  divided  by  a vestibule  ruuniug  1lie  full  leiigth.  which,  is 
crossed  by  another  in  the  center.  At  each  end  of  the  tvvo  vestilmlea  is  a door, 
inahinr:  four  in  all,  oi^enine-  into  the  buildiuir.  Ou  the  !'i£rht  hand,  enterin.qf 
from  (he  front,  are  the  Prothonotary's  and  Pecorder’s  offices,  and  on  tho  left, 
tlursG  of  the  Sheriff.  Treasurer,  County  Commissioners  and  Clerk  of  the  Coirrts. 
The  court  room,  a large  apartment  capable  of  holding  nearly  a thousand  per- 
sons, with  high,  plainly  fre.scoed  walls  and  ceilings,  is  in  il.ie  second  story,  be- 
ing reached  by  two  tlights  of  stairs  beginning  in  the  liall  on  the  lirst  tloor  and 
terminating  in  another  on  the  upneit  The  j'art  of  tiro  room  assigned  to  tho 
bench  and  bar,  which  is  at  the  north  end.  opposite  the  entrance,  is  railed  off 
from  the  balance  and  neatly  carpeted.  The  seats  for  spectators  rise  gradually 
from  the  bar  to  tire  door,  and  are  more  comfortable  and  convenient  than  usual 
in  buildings  of  this  sort. 

Portraits  of  ecune  of  the  former  Judges  an<l  older  meraber.s  of  tho  bar 
adorn  the  walls.  The  room  is  an  excellent  one  for  the  purpo.se,  aside  from  a 
defect  in  its  acoustic  properties,  to  remedy  which  several  attempts  h.ave  been 
made  without  avail.  In  the  rear  of  the  court  room  are  the  grand  jury  room — 
VvTiieh  is  also  the  receptacle  of  the  law'  lil)rary — tw'o  other  jury  rooms,  a ladies’ 
room,  wash  room.  etc.  A narrow  stairway  back  of  tho  court  room  is  used  by 
the  officers  and  attorneys  and  for  bringing  in  prisoners.  The  building  is  heat- 
ed by  steam,  lighted  with  gas,  and  supijJied  wuth  water  by  the  city  water  system. 
Taken  altogether,  with  several  serious  defects,  it  is  one  of  the  handsomest  and 
most  convenient  court  houses  in  the  State,  a credit  to  the  county  and  an  orna- 
ment to  the  city  of  Erie.  ' 

A tasty  brick  building  for  the  janitor  was  erected  during  the  year  ISSO, 
between  the  court  house  and  jail,  at  a cost  of  aborrt  3800.  The  lot  on  which 
the  court  house  stands  was  purchased  for  the  County  Commissioners  in  1804 
by  Judge  John  Vincent,  who  w'as  present  at  the  dedication  of  the  building  in 
l8-j2.  It  was  upon  this  lot  within  the  old  jail  ground  that  Heuiry  Francisco, 
the  only  person  ever  executed  in  the  county,  was  hung  by  Sheriff  Andrew  Scott, 
in  1838. 

THE  COUNTY  J.^lIL. 

Tlio  first  jail  was  a small  log  building,  erected  soon  after  the  organization 
of  the  county,  on  the  soutliwest  corner  of  Holland  and  Second  streets.  It  was 
in  this  modest  structure  that  court  was  once  held,  as  before  stated.  A sec- 
ond  jail,  of  brick,  was  put  up  ou  the  sit<^  of  the  present  court  house  in  1830. 
The  third  and  existing  jail  was  erected  in  iSuO,  and  remodeled  in  1809  at  an 
expense  of  $39. 071,  under  the  superintendence  of  11.  C.  Chapman.  It  con- 
sists of  a Sherifi's  residence  and  jail  combitiod,  both  three  stories  high,  front- 
ing on  Fifth  street,  in  the  rear  of  the  court  house.  In  a wing  on  the  west 
side  is  the  office  of  the  warden,  through  which  all  persons  have  to  pass  on  en- 
tering or  leaving  the  jail.  A high  stone  wall  completely  incloses  the  jail 
proper,  leaving  a small  yard,  whei'e  the  prisoners  are  allowed  to  exercise.  The 
interior  of  the  jail  is  divided  into  six  rows  of  cells,  two  rows  to  each  story, 
and  each  cell  is  closed  with  a heavily  grated  door.  In  front  of  .'the  cells,  on 
tho  first  and  second  floors,  at  a distance  of  about,  three  feet  from  the  lii\e  of 
doors,  runs  an  iron  grating,  which  answers  the  double  purpose  of  keeping  the 
prisoners  more  secure  and  giving  them  a narrow  pathv.'ay  in  whicli  to  stretch 
their  limbs.  The  cells  on  tho  third  story  do  not  have  this  extra  grating,  and 
are  used  for  women  and  tbe  milder  class  of  criminals.  Every  cell  is  alike  in 
its  coiitonts,  beings  provided  with  two  iron  frames  attached  to  the  walls  for 
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bedstaacls,  a mattress  and  blanketS;  a water  closet,  and  a supply  oE  city  water. 
Tlie  Jioors  and  stairways  are  of  iron,  the  walls  are  of  stone,  and  no  wood  is 
Bce.u  In  the  building  aside  from  the  tables  attd  seats.  On  the  third  iloorof  the 
fShoriff’s  house  is  tho  ho.spital,  in  which  is  a bath  tub  and  other  conveniences 
for  the  sick. 

The  regular  bill  of  fare  for  the  ]irisoners  is  as  follows:  Breakfast — a loaf 
of  brs'ad  and  cup  of  cofree;  dinner — meat,  potatoes,  and  sometimes  other  vege- 
tables; su])]')er — a cup  of  tea  and  the  balance  of  the  lu'cad  left  from  breakfast 
and  dinner.  The  meals  are  handed  in  to  the  prisoners  through  a narrow  open- 
ing in  tho  wall  between  the  jail  and  the  Sheriff's  kitchen.  To  tlie  above  is 
frequently  added  some  palatable  dish,  through  the  ki.ndue.ss  of  tho  Sheritrs 
family,  and  on  holidays  the  prisoners  are  usually  treated  to  roast  turkey.  The 
average  of  in.ro.ates  is  about  twenty.  This  number  is  generally  doubled  two 
or  three  weeks  before  the  Court  of  Qiiarter  Sessions,  and  correspondingly  re- 
duced after  they  adjourn.  Brisoner.s  of  the  worst  class  are  sentenced  to  the 
'Western  Penitentiary  at  Allegheny  City;  young  men  who  are  convicted  of  tho 
ffi's'r  olleusp,  to  the  Allegheny  County  Work  House;  and  boys  and  girls  to  the 
State  Reform  School  at  Z\Iorganza,  ’Washington  County. 

Tlie  first  jailer  wars  Robert  Irvin,  who  was  succeeded  by  John  Gray,  James 
Gray,  William  Judd,  Robert  Kincaid  and  Cornelius  Foyt  John  Gray  held 
t’tie  po.sition,  ofi  and  on,  for  many  } ear.s.  The  first  Sheriff’  who  acted  in  the 
capacity  of  jailor  was  Albert  Thayer,  who  wvis  elected  in  1826.  For  some 
years  past  the  SheritCs  duties  liave  been  too  onerous  to  allow  of  his  taking  im- 
mediate charge  of  the,  jail,  and  the  insiitutiou  has  been  in  care  of  a warden, 
acting  under  and  responsible  to  that  officer.  No  employment  is  given  to  the 
priso.ners,  and  they  spend  the  day  time  in  reading,  chatting,  mending  their 
clothing  and  concocting  mischief.- 

THE  AL.MSHOUSE. 

In  the  year  1832,  while  John  H.  'Walker  was  a member  of  the  Assembly, 
ho  procured  an  act  ceding  the  third  section  of  two  thousand  acres  of  State  land 
in  Mill  Creek  To-;vnship,  west  of  Erie,  to  the  Ijorough,  the  proceeds  to  be  used 
in  constructing  a canal  basin  in  the  harbor.  It  was  stipulated  in  the  act  that 
one  hundred  acres  .should  he  reserved  to  Erie  County  on  wdiichto  e.rect  an  alms- 
hcaso,  the  land  to  be  selected  by  three  commissioners  appointed  by  the  County 
Commissioners.  The  latter  officers,  on  May  7,  1833,  named  William  Miles, 
George  M.oore  and  David  McNair,  who  chose  the  piece  of  ground  on  the  Ridge 
road,  three  miles  west  of  Erie,  which  has  ever  since  been  knowm  as  tlie  “ poor 
house  farm.”  The  original  ira.ct  was  increased  to  about  one  liundred  and  thir- 
teen acres  including  the  alluvance  by  the  jiurchase  of  a small  piece  from  Air. 
AYarfel  in  1878. 

Soon  after  the  selection  of  tho  farm,  an  agitation  began  for  the  erection  of  a 
county  almshouse  on  the  pi'operty.  A proposition  to  that  effect  was  submitted 
to  the  people  in  1839,  and,  after  a hard  light,  was  voted  down  by  a majority 
of  154.  The  friends  of  the  measure  claimed  that  the  question  had  not  been 
fairly  treated,  and  it  was  again  brought  before  the  people  at  tlie  spring  elec- 
tion when  it  was  carried  by  the  close  vote  of  1,599  in  favor  to  1,594 

in  oppoktioD.  I’hree  Directors  of  the  Poor  were  elected  the  same  year.  Con 
tracts  were  soon  after  let  for  the  construction  of  a building,  and  bv  the  fall  of 
1841  it  was  ready  for  tlie  reception  of  the  paupers.  Before  that,  each  borough 
and  township  took  care  of  its  own  poor,  under  the  supervision  of  two  overseers 
eloctod  by  their  citizens.  Tho  original  building  was  of  brick,  and  for  the 
time,  w;is  One  of  considerable  magnitude. 
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Tlio  present  largo  and  imposing’edilice  was  commenced  i?i  1870  and  sub- 
stantially completed  in  1871,  though  the  tiuishing  and  furnishing  continued 
until  1S78.  Its  cost,  as  shown  by  the  requisitions  upon  tlie  County  Coimni.s- 
sioners  from  1880  to  .1873,  was  SllS,O0(>.  A further  sum  of  8lO,000'  was  voted 
in  187-1,  of  which,  perhaiis  one  half  was  ap])lied  to  the  imj.h-ovement  of  the 
building  and  gi'ounds.  About  83,000  of  t,he  ba.lance  are  understood  to  have 
l>een  u.sed  in  building  the  barn,  and  nearly  S2,000  in  putting  down  gas  wells 
upon  the  farm.  Tbo  building  for  insane  male  persons  was  added  in  1875,  at 
a cost  of  al'oiii  S3,  (100. 

Tlie  almshouse  stands  on  a rise  of  ground  between  the  llidge  road  and 
.Lake  Shore  Laiiroad,  facing  the  former,  with  which  it  cojnmvmicates  by  a wide 
avenue  lined  on  both  sides  ssdth  young  trees.  The  main  building  is  of  brick, 
four  stories  high,  188  feet  long  by  4-1  to  40  wide,  with  a cupola  in  the  center 
and  another  at  each  end.  Extending  from  the  center  on  the  north  side  is  a 
three-story  brick  wing.  8t)s30  feet,  and  a short  distance  to  the  west  is  the  small 
two-story  brick  buildi.ug'  above  refcia’ed  to,  for  the  care  and  sm"e-keeping  of 
insane  males.  On  the  first  floor  of  the  main  building  are  the  Steward’s  office 
and  family  apartments,  the  men's  sitting  room,  store  room,  bath  room,  etc. 
The  three  other  floors  are  divided  into  sleeping  room.s,  except  that  a large  space 
at  the  west  end  of  the  second  story  is  used  as  the  female  hospital.  The  north 
wing  contains  tlie  paupers’  dining  room  and  kitc’aen  on  the  first,  the  women’s 
insane  department  on  the  second,  and  the  men’s  hospital  on  the  third  floor. 
The  capacity  of  the  building  is  for  about  four  hundred  inmates.  All  the  cook- 
ing for  the  paupers  is  done  by  steam.  The  heating  is  effected  mainly  by  steam 
generators,  in  part  by  natural  gas  from  wells  on  the  farm,  which  also  supply  the 
light.  The  water  is  pumiced  from  a spring  tu  a tank  on  the  fourth  story,  from 
which  it  is  distributed  over  the  entire  building.  Attached  to  the  building  is  a 
medical  depository  and  a small  library,  the  latter  the  contribution  of  Hon, 
Henry  Souther. 

The  food  supplied  to  the  inmates  is  clean  and  .abundant,  though  plain. 
Breakfast  is  made  u]i  of  beef  soup,  meat,  potatoes,  bread  and  tea  or  coffee,  as 
the  parties  choose.  For  dinner,  they  are  furnished  coffee  with  sugar  and  milk, 
one  kind  of  meat,  jiotatoes  or  beaus,  wheat  bread,  and  frequently  soup,  turnips, 
beets  and  other  vegetables.  To  this  bill  of  fare  is  added  on  Sundays  ginger 
cake  and  some  kind  of  pie.  Supper  usually  consists  of  bread,  co-S’eo  and  cold 
meat,  with  occasionally  a bowl  of  rice.  Each  pauper  is  given  a pint  of  coffee 
and  helps  him  or  herself  to  the  other  articles  on  the  table  unless  incapable  by 
weakness  or  deformity.  The  hours  for  meals  are:  Breakfast  at  7:15,  dinner  at 
12:30,  and  supper  at  5:30  or  (i.  Every  imnats  is  oblig'cd  to  be  in  bed  by 
0 o’clock  B.  IM.,  and  to  rise  b\  half  past  six  in  the  morning.  Those  who  are 
over  thirty-five  years  of  age  are  allowed  a certain  quantity  of  tobacco  each 
w’eek.  I'ew  of  the  paupers  are  able  to  work  and  those  who  are  have  to  make 
themselves  useful,  the  men  by  helping  in  the  garden  or  on  the  farm,  and  the 
women  by  sewing  or  doing  household  service. 

The  sleeping  apartments  are  plain,  but  comfortable.  Each  inmate  is  pro- 
vided with  a cheap  Ijedstead,  straw  tick,  two  sheets,  either  a feather  or  straw  pil- 
low, and  in  winter  with  two  comforters.  They  geueraliy  sleep  a dozen  or  two 
in  one  large  room.  Great  care  is  taken  to  keep  thy  bedding  clean,  in  order  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  disease. 

The  poor  house  farm  is  one  of  the  best  iu  the  county,  and  has  generally 
been  kept  under  fine  eultivatiou.  A.  few  rods  north  of  the  buildings  is  a large 
spring,  which  will  fiirni.-'h  an  ample  sup])ly  of  water  for  all  the  needs  of  the 
iustitutiou  to  the  end  of  time,  Tbe  barn  is  of  the  modern  style,  with  base- 
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ment  stable.  A little  to  the  east,  inclosed  by  a neat  fence,  is  the  new  jjauper 
burial  ground,  which  already  contains  the  bodies  of  about  100  unfortuuates. 
Each  grave  is  marked  by  a stoue  and  a number  corrosj^ouding  with  the  one  iu 
the  death  book. 

The  charity  system  of  the  county  da  in  charge  of  threo  Directors  of  the 
Poor,  one  of  whom  is  elected  aunualiy.  They  employ  a Steward  of  the  alms- 
house, a Secretary  and  Treasurer,  an  Attorney,  a Physician  for  the  almshouse 
(who  also  attends  to  the  Erie  i^oor),  and  one  physician  eacli  at  Corry,  North 
East,  Union,  A'aterford,  Albion.  Harbor  Greek,  Ediiibovo,  Hill  Village.  Gi- 
rard, Vdattsburg.  Hiddieboro.  Springtield  and  h'airview.  The  subordinate  em- 
ployes at  the  almshouse  are  one  eugineer,  two  farmers,  oue  keeper  and  one 
nurse  for  the  insane  men,  one  keeper  of  the  hospital,  one  janitor  at  the  office, 
two  keepens  for  the  insane  women,  and  four  female  servants.  Only  those  who 
are  thought  to  be  incurably  insane  are  k.ept  at  the  institution.  Those  for  whom 
there  is  still  ho})e  are  sent  to  the  State  hospital  at  Vvarren. 

Tl.'.o  number  of  ])aupers  in  the  almshouse  on  the  1st  o.f  January,  ISSl, 
wmre— white  male  adults,  186;  colored  male  adults,!;  white  female  adults, 
77;  colored  female  adults,  1;  white  children,  5;  colored -children,  1;  total, 
221;  of  wliorn  81  were  natives  and  140  foreigners.  Of  the  above  there  were — ■ 
insane  males,  20;  insane  females,  21;  total,  41;  natives,  26;  foreigners,  15; 

2 males  and  3 females  were  blind,  and  2 males  were  idiotic. 

During  the  quarter  ending  on  the  31st  of  December,  ISSO,  the  Directors 
gave  outdoor  relief  to  214  families,  located  as  follows;  Erie,  157;  Corry,  20; 
Union,  10;  North  East,  3;  Wattsburg,  3;  Ediuboro,  1;  Lockport,  2;  Girard, 
5;  Conneaut,  4:  Elk  Creek,,  4;  Le  Bceuf,  1;  Washington,  1;  and  V/aterford, 

1.  P’rom  the  1st  of  January  to  April  1,  1881,  the  .number  of  trampis  kept 
over  night  was  149.  They  were  given  supper,  lodging  and  breakfast,  and 
then  obliged  to  “move  on.”  Their  lodging  room  is  in  the  basement.  The 
Directors  of  the  Poor  furnish  the  coal  for  the  tramp  rooms  in  the  police  sta- 
tions at  Erie  and  Corry,  as  well  as  the  crackers  and  cheese  which  are  given 
the  tramps  to  eat. 

The  keeper  of  the  City  Hospital  at  Erie  is  paid  Iw  the  Directors  of  the 
Poor,  who  also  furnish  the  coal  for  the  building.  The  regular  pay  of  the 
keeper  is  $22,50  a month.  Tn  case  he  has  a small-pox  patient  this  is  increased 
to  $3  a day. 

By  way  of  showing  how  pauperism  has  increased  since  the  war  for  the 
Union,  some  figures  for  I860  and  1880  are  taken  from  the  official  reports: 

i860 — Population  of  Erie  County,  40,432.  Inmates  of  the  almshouse  at 
the  hogiuning  of  the  year,  107.  Total  e.vpense  for  the  sujjport  of  the  poor  of 
the  entire  county,  including  some  old  debts  on  building,  $7,629. 

1880 — Population,  74,573.  Paupers  iu  the  almshouse,  221.  Total  expense  ^ 
for  the  whole  county,  $28,650.  Increase  of  indoor  paupers,  double;  of  ex- 
pense, nearly  four  times. 

AX  EXTRAORDIXARY  CASE. 

The  following  statement  from  the  Erie  Dispatch  of  October  20,  1882,  de- 
serves a place  in  this  connection; 

‘‘  Yesterday  there  died  at  the  almshouse  one  of  the  most  notable  cases  on 
record,  a case  which  has  caused  a vast  amount  of  discussion  among  the  differ- 
ent physicians  under  whose  observation  it  has  fallen  from  time  to  time.  The 
decea.sed’s  name  is  Clara  McArthur,  who  was  born  in  Tionesta,  Yenango 
County,  fifty-six  years  ago.  When  a girl,  she  was  very  bright  and  active  until 
twelve  years  of  age,  when  she  liCted  her  sick  niother  from  the  bod,  then  imme' 
diately  picked  up  a largo  kettle  d hot  water  which  she  placed  by  the  bedsida 
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Vriiile  in  the  act  of  raising  the  lalier  Y'eight  some  cliord,  iu  her  own  vvordsi 
appeared  To  give  \va},  and  in  eonsec|ncnce  of  the  strain,  wliich  affected  the 
heart,  she  was  unable  to  take  a dozen  steps  or  sit  up  more  tffan  a .few  minutes 
at  a time  until  tier  tweniy-seventh  year.  During  these- fifteen  yeai’s  the  heart 
almost  ceased  to  throb,  and  any  effort  to  walk  or  take  a sitting  posture  brought 
on  an  attack  of  fainting. 

• ' While  in  her  twenty-eighth  year,  she  recovered  sufficiently  to  bo  taken  to 
church,  and  while  sitti]ig  in  the  iiew  mot  a fidend  she  had  not  seen  for  many 
y('ars,  who  carried  a child  in  her  arms.  Tvliss  Mcxhrthur,  forgetting  her  con 
dition  of  weakness,  lifted  the  child  into  her  own  lap  and  fell  to  tho  floor  un- 
conscious, the  exertion  having  proved  too.  mucli  for  her  strength  Since  that 
unfortunate  moment,  the  poor  woman  was  unable  to  sit  up  longer  than  an  liour 
at  a time  for  move  than  six  years,  after  whicli  time,  tlie  malady  growing  worse, 
this  change  of  position  had  to  he  discontinued.  Ifying  help>less  from  that  time 
on  she  was  admitted  to  the  almshouse  sixteen  years  ago,  and  has  not  occnpiied 
any  posiiiou  other  than  reclining  on  the  back  to  the  hour  of  her  death,  d'he 
pulse  could  scarcely  be  detected  by  the  most  delicate  touch,  and  in  consequence 
of  the  heart’s  feeble  action  she  -^'as  so  keenly  sensitive  to  the  slightest  breath 
of  chilliness  that  artificial  means  for  keeping  any  degree  of  warmth  in  the  body 
were  continually  employed.  For  months  at  a time  she  was  unable  to  speak. 
Dr.  Lovett,  the  county  physician,  believed  she  would  have  died  iu  a very  short 
time  if  compelled  to  assume  a sitting  or  standing  attitude. 

“Isfi-ss  i.icArthur  was  very  intelligent  and  passed  the  hours  in  perusing  relig- 
ious tracts,  periodicals  and  the  Eible.  A Chri.-.-;tjan  more  devout  never  lived, 
and  an  unwavering  trust  in  the  Creator  enabled  her  to  bear  her  affliction  with 
resigned  patience,  an  expression  of  cheerfulness  never  being  absent  from  her 
face.  Amiable  in  disposition,  she  never  had  a complaint  to  make,  and  wa.s  a 
favorite  with  every  inmate  of  the  building,  while  those  to  whom  she  was  in- 
trusted took  pleasure  iu  administering  to  the  wants  of  the,  helpless  woman.'’ 


REQUISITIONS  OV  1111:  IHUECTORS  OF  THE  rOOR,  FOR  THE  SUPPORT  OF  THE  POOR, 
EXCLUSIVE  OF  BUI  LH I NO  EUND,  ETC. 


Ye.ir. 


1S45 .■>  s.ono 

IS-IO 1,-100 

IS-l.r 4,500 

1800 8,000 

18G3 8.500 

1865 1 1,000 

1867 1)0^000 


Year. 


1S70 620,000 

1873 '. 38,000 

1875 45.C00 

1878 35  000 

1880 20,000 

1883 35,000 


The  following  are  extracts  from  the  repoi’t  of  the  Board  of  Public  Charitie.s 
of  Pennsylvania,  of  January  ],  18S3: 


CRIMINAL  BUSINESS  OF  THE  COURTS  OF  ERIE  COUNTV  FOR  THE  YEAR  1 SS2. 


Person.s  cliarged  witli  crime 295 

Bills  laid  befoi'e  the  grand  jury 144 

True  hills i 102 

lanoi  ed  ....  22 

Presentments  made 98 

Bills  tried 56 

Acipiitted 80 

Convictions 49 

Nolle  prospques 02 

Plead  guilty 19 

In  prison,  Septemher  30,  1882 12 

Kecognizauces  forfeiteil 11 

Amount  of  recognizances .$900 


" -.I  - <C"» 


^' ''  ' ,Wy  ' i--'  " ilff^''  f 


.j.'rJ  ;ti  •jjVM'ijSVf'-t<J  ■ . ..^^  ,,,  .,.,  , 

oi'  v»l,ciK^u  rJv,'#' 

rmh  yvi.'  Ji 


---•  ,VIT^  ■ JU7V W 3i«ffJU 


t((} 


«S*  ■; ; ' : .' ; : ; : . ';;;j:.: , ■ ; ; :l“[ i;  ^|l:f^* 


,1 


if', 


' ' t. 

' . V' ,'  ' ' ■}: 


,, .»  ;/,  i-.  Vi'-K  .«  u*'.'*j-  ' '■*  ’ ’ " ■'*  ''■■'■* ' ■M^"V;fV'''';'*V-' >4^  ■'i".;.:,  ItMTdifttl.ffiii-;*' ' i .allliM  ' ' '2 


/r 


isi 


:s: 


S>  .'-iil^'4 


t,«y  ' 'is.v‘' 


292 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


Nature  of  offenses  for  Vi-hieh  convictions  %Yere  liaJ:  Aggravated  assanU,  2; 
arson.  2;  assault,  1;  assault  and  battery,  2;  assault  to  Jcill.  2;  burglary,  etc., 
-i ; di.sorderly  broach  of  the  peace,  2;  false  pretense,  2;  fornication,  etc.,  2; 
larceny,  13;  misdemeanors,  2;  robbery,  2;  vagrancy,  C;  violation  ‘ of  the 
liquor  law,  0, 


STATI.STICS  OF  THE  ELITE  COUNTV  PRISON  FOR  THE  YEAR  1882. 


Maintenance ,?3,31S  00 

.SHl.iries,  wayes,  etc 400  00 

J'liel  and  liirlit 482  00 

(Tnthing,  etc 100  00 

Hepairs" 08  00 

Transportation 1,000  00 

OUier  expen.se.s 169  00 

Total  expenses ' 5,578  00 

Average,  number  of  inmates t 28 

Aimuai  cost  of  provisions  and  clothing  jocr  capita 125  00 

Weekly  cost  per  capita 1. 2 41 

ERIE  OOUNTA'  CONVICTS  IX  WESTIUIX  PX^XITEXTIAR V DUKIXG  1881. 

Whole  number 40 

Average  Jinudier 24 

Keceived  during  the  year  (all  white) 7 

Could  read  and  write 6 

Days  sup[)orted 8,751 

YTiliie  of  convict  labor 32,177 

Ciuu'ged  to  count;. , being  deficiency  of  support  by  labor .'8788 

CO.MMIT,MEXT.S  FKOAI  ERIE  COUNTY  TO  THE  REl’ORM  SCHOOL  AT  MOROAXZA. 

Boys,  8,  girls,  3 .11 

Illiterate ' 4 

Read  imperfectly 3 

Read  and  write  imperfectly 2 

Read  and  write  well 1 

Read,  write  and  cipher 1 

M umber  of  inmates  from  county  at  the  end  of  the  year  (boys,  16, 
girls,  4) 20 


WOKE  HOUSE. 

The  number  from  Erie  County  in  the  Allegheny  County  Work  House,  for  the 
last  quarter  of  ISSO,  was  thirteen.  This  is  not  a .State  institution,  and  the  pris- 
oners from  Erie  are  kept  under  a special  contract  between  the  Commissioners 


of  the  tvy'o  counties. 

MISCELLAXEOU.S. 

Indigent  insane  from  .Erie  County  ;d  Dixmont,  Sept  30,  1882..  2 

Indigent  insane  in  Uie  State  Hospital  at  Warren  (males,  39, 

females,  30) 59 

Imo;ites  of  the  Training  School  for  Feelde  Nlimled  Cliildreu 
from  Erie  County  (.boys,  3,  girls,  3) 5 


STATISTICS  or  EXPENSED  FOP,  THE  SUPPORT  OF  THE  POOR  OF  ERIE  COUNTY  FOR  THE 


YEAR  ENTUNO  SEPTEMBER  30,  1881. 

AVhole  number  iii  almshouse 182 

Sane  (men,  81,  women,  57.  eliildren,  3)  140 

Insiine  and  idiotic  (men.  21,  women,  19,  children,  2) 42 

Blind  (men,  3,  women,  D 3 

Natives 70 

Foreigners 112 

Hospital  cases  (men,  IT,  women,  8) 2.5 

Expcn.ses  for  1882  (total  in-doorj .^29,92.5 

Expenses  fm  1882  (total  ont-dnoi') 7,1.59 

Jlxpenses  for  1SS2,  provi.sious 8,092 
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Expenses  for  ISSC,  s:i!,uies.  wages  ami  fees n,073 

Expenses  fur  18S‘2.  fuel  and  light' 2,200 

l^xpenses  for  lbs2,  clothing  and  bedding 727 

Expenses  fur  1SS2,  insane  m hospitals 4.471 

]7x]ienses  for  1SS2.  repairs 1,453 

Exi'enses  for  1882,  extraordinary 4..56S 

Expenses  for  1S82.  a.l!  other  ....  1 1,C18 

Keceipt.s 2.744 

Xet  cost  of  almslionse  and  oul-door  relief 34,140 


O.HAPTER  X'VIII. 

Ekkry’s  ■\'ictoky  axd  the  War  or  1812-14. 

A FTEIt  submitting  to  a galling  train  of  annoyances  and  indignities  for  a 
/~\  period  of  twenty-nine  years,  war  was  declared  for  the  second  time  by  tha 
E^'nifed  States  against  Great  Britain  on  the  ISth  of  June,  1812. 

At  that  time  the  Canadian  territory  bordering  the  lakes  and  the  St.  Laxy- 
rence  was  far  in  advance  of  the  opposite  side  of  the  IJniled  States  in  popula- 
tion, commerce  and  agriculture.  The  British  xvere  also  much  better  pre'pared 
for  war,  having  kept  up  a series  of  military  piosts  from  Niagara  to  Sault  Ste. 
Marie,  xvhicli  xvere  well  supplied  with  men,  arms  and  provisions,  and  being 
provided  with  a ‘Provincial  Navy,”  which  gave  them  the  mastery  of 
the  lakes.  They  were  on  the  best  of  terms  with  the  Indians  on  both 
sides  of  the  water,  whose  co- operation  they  artfully  managed  to  retain  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  war,  and  whose  reputation  for  cruelty  kept  the  Amer- 
ican frontier  in  a constant  state  of  terror  whenever  their  xvarlike  bands  were 
knoxvn  or  supposed  to  be  in  Ihe  vicinity.  On  the  Ainerican  side,  the  ]X)pula- 
tiou  was  sparse,  the  settlements  were  small  and  widely  scattered,  and  the  mili- 
tary posts  were  fexv,  weak,  and  either  insufficiently  defended  or  left  without 
protection  of  any  kind.  There  was  no  navy  or  regular  army.  The  military  of 
the  sex’eral  States  were  poorly  organized  and  without  suitable  equipments,  and, 
to  make  a bad  condition  worse,  the  Indians  were  everywhere  hostile,  treacher- 
ous, and  ready  at  tin.'  expected  signal  to  combine  for  the  purpose  of  driving 
the  xvhite  men  out  of  the  country. 

ekie's  kefenseless  condition. 

Erie,  then  a mere  handful  of  rude  buildings,  from  its  }>osition  near  the 
center  of  the  lake  and  the  excellence  of  its  harbor,  was  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  important  of  the  'Western  military  posts.  On  the  east,  there  was  no  village 
of  any  size  nearer  than  Buttalo,  and  the  country  between  scarcely  contained 
ten  families  to  the  S(|uare  mile.  AVestward  the  greater  portion  of  the  region 
remained  an  unbroken  forest,  the  only  settlements  along  the  lakes  worthy  of  a 
name  being  those  which  surrounded  the  military  posts  at  Cleveland,  Sandusky, 
Toledo  and  Detroit.  The  latter  was  then  the  clhef  town  of  the  “far  AVest,” 
the  center  of  barter,  commerce  and  political  intluenee,  and  was  naturally  looked 
upon  as  the  ]U’iiiciYial  strategic  point  of  the  frontier.  So  utterly  defenseless 
was  Erie  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  that  it  could  and  probably  would  have 
been  easily  captured  Viy  the  British  had  they  known  its  actual  situation.  The 
only  semblance  to  a fortiiication  xvas  an  old.  almost  ruined  block-house  on  the 
eastern  part  of  the  peninsula,  built  in  179n,  which  was  without  a soldier,  a 
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gau,  or  a ])Ouiid  of  ammunition.  The  most  formidable  instrmaprifc  of  war  in 
the  town  waa  a small  iron  b.jat  liowitzor,  ownoif  by  Gen.  Kel.ao,  vs'liicli  was  used 
in  lii'ing  sahilea  on  the  Fourth  of  July,  <iud  other  patriotic  and  momentous 
occa.sioris. 

FirsT  .sT.\Gns  u!’  'j'lin  w.\k. 

Although  war  had  Imon  dreaded  for  several  years,  when  hostilities  did  act- 
ually coujiuetice,' they  were  sn  little  expected  on  the  frontier  that  Capt.  Daniel 
liobbin.s,  Jiufus  Seth  Deed  and  YV.  YY.  Heed  sailed  in  a trading  vessel  for 
Alackinaw  soon  after  the  openinir  of  jaavigatiou,  coniidout  that  they  could  mrdce 
the-  venture  in  safety.  The  lirst  knowledge  they  and  the  peojde  of  Mackinaw 
had  that  peace  was  at  an  end.  was  the  landing  of  a body  of  British  and  Indians 
upon  the  island, Avho  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  })ost  and  of  the  vessels  in  tlie 
harbor.  The  Erie  party  thus  found  themselve.s,  much,  against  their  will,  prks- 
ouers  of  war.  Their  vessel,  the  Saliua,  with  the  others  captured  by  the  ene- 
my, was  made  a cartel  to  convey  the  }U’isouers  and  non-combatants  to  Cleve- 
land, but.  on  reacdiiug  Detroit  was  taken  possc.ssiou  of  Iw  Gon.  Hull,  and  fell 
again  into  Ihe  hands  of  the  British,  upon  tlie  disgraceful- surrender  of  that 
ciheer.  Through  the  infiiieuce  of  a .flritish  mil Uary  man  with  whom  Capt. 
Dobldus  was  acquainted,  they  were  allowed  to  dtqiart,  and  reached  Cleveland 
in  open  bo.ats  by  crossing  from  island  to  island.  At  Cleveland,  they  fell  in 
with  a small  sloop  bound  dowm  the  lakes,  svhich  Capt.  Dobbins  navigated  to 
Erie. 

I’revious  to  the  ^var,  a .small  military  company  had  been  organized  at  Erie, 
under  tlie  command  of  Capt.  Thomas  I’crster.  The  mem!)ers  irumediately  ren- 
dered their  services  to  the  President  and  were  accepted  for  the  time  being. 
In  anticijiation  of  the  contlict.  Gov.  Snyder,  who  was  a warm  friend  of  the  ad- 
roinistration,  had  organized  the  militia  of  the  State  into  two  grand  divisions 
— one  for  the  east  and  one  for  the  west.  The  western  division  was  under  the 
co]nmaudoi‘  Ylaj.  Gen.  Adamson  Tannehill,  of  Pittsburgh.;  the  Indgadeof  which 
the  Erie  Coimiy  militia  formed  a part,  was  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  John 
Kelso,  and  the  Erie  County  regiment  was  under  the  commaml  of  Dr.  John  C. 
YYallaco.  A.moug  the  officers  of  the  regiment-wero  Cajits.  Andrew  Cochran,  Ze- 
lotns  Lee,  -James  Barr.  YVilliam  Dickson.  Robert  Davison,  tUtUTon  Foote,  John 
Morris.  — Smith  and  — Don-aldson*  Ca,pt.  Ban-  aiul  his  men  volunteered  for 
the  campaign,  wore  ordered  to  Sandusky,  s[)cnt  the  winter  of  1812-19  there, 
and  returned  in  the  spring,  Robert  Yluorhead  was  a Sergeant  in  the  coropatiy 
and  8,ccompained  them  tlrrovegh  the  campaign.  The  estimation  in  which  these 
and  the  other  Pennsylvania  troop.s,  in  what  was  then  tlie  far  Y\  est,”  were 
held  by  their  commander^,  is  shown  by  ton  extract  froni  a letter  sent  by  Gen. 
Harri,=o>i  to  Gov.  Snyder;  '’I  can  assure  yon,”  he  writes.  there  is  no  corps 
on  wliich  I relv  with  mor-.-  confidence,  not  only  for  th.e  lidelity  of  undaunted 
valor  in  the  field,  but  for  those  virtues  which  are  more  rarely  found  amongst 
the  militia — patimree  and  fortitude  un.ler  great  i.Kirdship.s  and  doprivatiou.s — 
and  cheerful  obedience  to  all  command^  of  tlieir  officers.”  Capt.  Cochran’s 
Springffidd  company  kept  guard  along  the  lake  for  some  mouth.s,  and  was  fre- 
quently called  out  at  lal-''r  stages  of  the  war.  The  company  commanded  by 
Capt,  Foote,  was  assigned,  in  tlie  begiunhig,  to  “ keep  sentry  at  the  h^ad  of 
the  [leniusiila,  three  bv  rotation  to  stand  a tour  of  twenty-four  hour.s.  ” In 
giving  special  mention  to  these  parties  and  other.s  that  m;iy  be  named 
hereafter,  no  discrimination,  is  iuteude  I agiin.^t  others  v/lio  r.uiJered  as  much 
or  greater  service.  The  ^vriter  can  only  rrlate  such  lu  ulor.s  as  lie  knovv's  to  be 
authentic,  and  the  records  are  very  me:iger  and  uncertain. 
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ASSEMBLING  ItlE  MILITIA. 

Before  the  close  of  June,  Geu.  Eelso  orJered  out  his  brigade  for  the  de- 
fense) of  Ph'io.  This  M'as  quickly  folloM'od  by  a genera!  call  for  the  Sixteenth 
Division,  the  State  liaving  by  this  time  been  apportioned  into  more  nninerous 
military  districts.  The  bri<jade  rendezvous  iras  on  the  farm  of  John  Lytle,  upon 
the  .flats  near  Vvhiterford.  Great  excitement  was  caused  by  a rumor  after  Hull’s 
surrender  that  the  enemy  were  coming  down  the  lake  to  take  all  the  important 
places,  as  also  by  the  news  that  a large  British  and  Indian  force  v\nas  being 
organized  on  the  opposite  side  of  Lake  Erie,  whose  special  object  was  a de- 
scent upon  Presque  Isle.  The  wdiole  Northwest  rvas  aroused,  and  very  soon 
upward  of  two  thousand  men  were  collected  from  Erie,  Crawford,  Mercer  and 
the  adjoining"  counties. 

On  the  ‘2od  of  July,  notice  was  sent  to  IVilliain  Clark,  of  Meadvilie,  Bri- 
gade Inspector,  that  505  muskets  bad  that  day  been  forwarded  from  Harris- 
burg, M'ith  a supply  of  Hints,  lead  and  poivder.  Aug;nst  13,  a detachment  of 
2,500  of  the  NortWestern  militia — increased  in  Sojit-ember  by  2,000  more — 
were  ordered  to  march  to  Bufl’alo,  which  vms  inenacod  by  the  ene'my.  Their 
places  of  rendezvous Avere  fixed  at  Meadvilie  and  Pittsburgh,  and  they  were  re- 
quired to  l:e  at  the  scene  of  hostilities  by  the  25th  of  September.  The  division 
elected  Gen.  Taunehill  Cominauder-iu  cliief,  who  remained  in  charge  during 
the  campaign.  They  continued  at  Buflalo  the  winter  through,  and  it  is  re- 
lated to  the  credit  of  Erie  County,  that  v/hile  many  others  deserted  not  one 
man  of  Col.  OVallace’s  command  shirked  hi.s  duty.  "When  4,000  New  York 
militia  refused  to  cross  into  Canada  to  attack  the  foe.  the  gallant  Pennsylva- 
nians under  Taimehill  promptly  olioyed  the  order,  although  not  obliged  to  by 
the  terms  of  their  enlistment.  Among  those  who  were  called  out  for  the 
emergency,  "were  Cant.  Thomas  Foster's  company  of  the  “detached  volunteer 
corjis.”  The  follov.-ing  in  relation  to  intermediate  events  is  from  oSicial 
sources : 

“ August  25 — Expresses  were  sent  over  the  country  saying  a number  of  the 
enemy’.s  vessels  had  been  seen,  and  that  a descent  nmuld  bo  made  on  Erie. 

“ September  4 — The  Governor  directed  that  the  State  held  ]iieces  be  sent  to 
Erie. 

“ September  15 — The  Secretary  of  War  was  notitled  by  the  Governor  that 
Gf-.n.  John  Kelso  had  transmitted  him  a communication,  signed  by  gentlemen 
of  the  lirst  respectability  at  Erie,  requesting  that  some  etScient  measures  for 
the  protection  of  the  frontier  may  be  speedily  taken. 

“ September  16 — Gen.  Kelso  was  notitied  that  one  brass  tield-]viece,  and 
four  four-pounder.s  were  on  the  way  to  Erie, 

“ September  IS — IVilson  Smith,  of  Waterford,  was  appointed  Quarter- 
master General  of  the  State. 

“October  21 — Gen,  Snyder  ordered  Gen.  Kelso  to  employ  volunteers,  if 
practicable,  for  the  defense  of  Erie,  not  exceeding  a Major’s  command.” 

The  summer’s  campaign  along  the  lake  was  a sej-ies  of  disasters  to  the 
Americans.  The  surrender  of  DeHoit  by  Hull,  the  defeat  of  Van  Ilensselaer 
at  Niagara  in  October,  and  the  capture  of  the  Adams,  the  only  armed  ve.ssel 
that  had  been  left  to  us.  gave  the  British  full  control  upon  the  lake,  and  it  be 
came  apparent  to  those  who  looked  at  the  situation  intelligently  tliat  without 
a tleet  to  co  operate  with  our  AVestei’n  and  New  York  armies,  the  cause  of  our 
country  in  this  direction  was  hopeless. 

A ri.I  ET  AIUiANGEP  FOK. 

When  Capt.  Dobbins  reached  Erie  from  his  unfortunate  trip  to  Mackinaw, 
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he  fouud  Geij.  David  M<^ad,  of  Meadville,  in  immediate  command  of  tlie  pc^t. 
After  .spending  a few  days  with  Lis  family,  he  was  sent  by  that  oflicer  io 
>\'’ashington  City  as  a bearer  of  di.'-[)atcl)os,  and  was  the  iii'st  person  who  gave 
the  Go\ermuent  reliaVde  information  of  the  loss  of  iMa.ckinaw  and  Detroit. 
At.  a meeting  of  the  Cabinet  called  immediately  after  his  arrival,  the  C'i}>tain 
was  asked  to  give  his  view  of  the  requirements  on  Lake  Erie.  Ho  earnestly 
advocated  the  establishment  of  a naval  station  and  the  building  of  a lloet  pvow- 
erful  enough  to  cope  with  tlie  British  iqion  the  lake.  'Tliose  suggestions  were 
adopted.  A Sailing  fdaster’s  commission  in  the  navj'  was  tendered  to  him  and 
accepted,  and  he  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  Erie,  begin  the  construction  of 
gunboats,  and  report  to  Commodore  Chauncey,  at  Sackett’a  Harbor,  for  further 
instructions.  He  returned  home,  aird  late  in  Oclol)er  commenced  work  on  two 
gunboats. 

Soon  after  Doblnns’  arrival  at  Erie,  he  received  a communication  from 
Lieirt.  J.  D.  Elliott,  through  whom  his  oorrespon donee  with  Commodore 
Chauncey  had  to  pass,  dated  at  Black  Bock,  deprecating  the  adoption  of  Fuie 
as  the  jilace  for  building  the  ileet,  alleging  that  there  was  not  a sufticient  depth 
of  water  on  the  bar  to  get  the  vessels  out  of  the  harbor  into  the  lake,  and 
claiming  that  .should  there  be  water  tire  town  was  “ at  all  times  op>en  to  the 
attacks  of  the  enemy.’’  To  tliis  Dobbins  replied  that  there  was  “a  snllicieney 
of  water  on  the  bar  to  let  the  vessels  in  the  lake,  but  not  a sufficiency  to  let 
heavy  armed  vessels  of  the  enemy*  into  the  bay  to  de.stro\'  them,"’  a conclusion 
in  whiclr  he  was  signally  sustained  by  later  occurrences.  Nothing  furtlrer  be- 
ing heard  fi’om  Elliott,  Do’nbius  went  to  Biacli  Bock,  intending  to  employ 
skillful  ship  carpenters,  but  only*  succeeded  in  finding  one,  with  whom  he 
canre  back  to  Erie,  determined  to  do  the  best  he  could  with  liouse  carpenters 
and  laborers.  The  winter  was  severe  and  retarded  his  operations  to  a ju'ovok- 
ing  extent. 

Commodore  Chauncey’’ visited  Erie  cflici ally  about  the  1st  of  January,  1S13, 
accompauied  by  a Huited  States  naval  constructor,  and,  after  approving  what 
Dobbins  had  done,  ordered  him  to  prepare  for  the  building  of  two  sloops  of 
war  in  addition  to  the  gunboats.  The  keels  of  these  vessels  were  ready'  to  lay' 
and  mncli  of  the  timber  on  hand  about  the  10th  of  March,  when  a gang  of 
twenty-five  carpenters,  in  charge  of  Noah  Brown,  a master  ship  builrler  from 
Nou  York,  reached  Erie.  In  a letter  to  the  Navy-  Department,  under  date  of 
Alarcli  i-h  Dobbins  stated  that  “ the  gunboats  are  ready  for  calldng,  and  every- 
thing looks  encouraging  in  tiiat  respect,”  "but  the  ab.seaec  of  a sufficient  guard 
led  him  to  fear  that  his  labor  might  be  destroyed  by  “ the  secret  incendiary.” 
To  obviate  this  danger  as  nearly  as  he  could,  a temporary'  guard  wa.s  impro- 
vised, c-on.tisting  of  Capt.  I'orsr.er’s  voluncury'  military  company,  who  liad  got 
'back  from  Bullalo,  and  the  workmen  at  the  station.  This  small  force  was,  for 
some  weeks,  the  sole  protection  for  the  ileet  and  the  town. 

PEREY  REACHES  ERIE. 

The  Government  had  in  the  meantime  assigned  the  command  on  Lake  Erie 
to  Lieut.  Oliver  Hazard  Berry,  who  arrived  at  Erie  on  the  2ith  of  March,  ac- 
compauied by  his  brother,  a lad  of  thirteen,  making  the  trip  from  Buffalo  in  a 
sledge  on  the  ice.'f  Periy  had  served  as  a mid.shijiiuan  in  the  war  with  Trip- 

Oaniel  T»nblnn.s  was  born  in  >rilllin  roiiiity,  Penn.,  .Fuly  o.  ITTiP  lie  cameto  Kric  with  a jfurty  of  sur- 
veyors in  Aiier  Perry  s victory,  be  reiniercd  f tlicien'. .'.ervire  in  the  expu'dicioti  auain.<t  Mackinaw.  He  re- 

signed from  the  navy  in  !>_').  In  h?  was  appoiiutd  hy  Pre^idc-uD  Jack'-’ou  tu  the  cemmand  of  tlie  Pnited 
States  revenue  cutter  Pubti,  cfn  T-ako  Kfie.  He  lutt  active  <crvh:e  iii  P^-kt.  and  died  in  Krie  Ptdiniary  ‘J'j, 

His  luarna^e  took  [il.aoc  at  Ht'.non>ln  rg,  Penn,,  in  PvM).  Met.  l)ohbins  was  tlie  motlier  of  ten  ciilklren.  She 
died  in  tier  one  liniulre.Uh  year,  on  ilic  L'-Hh  of  January, 

T Perry's  headquarters  were  Cfttabltshed  at  Duncan’s  Doted,  at  the  coiner  of  Third  and  French  streets,  Krie 
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oli,  and  bad  i ccently  been  in  charge  of  a flotilla  at  Newport,  E.  T.  Ido  was 
bn.t  tweiitv-SGvt'n  years  of  age.  anxl  was  full  to  the  briiu  with  energy,  c-iithusi- 
asia  and  patriotism.  His  lirst  step  was  to  provide  for  the  defense  of  the  posi- 
tion. To  that  end  he  sent  immediately  for  Gen.  Mead.  Their  consultation 
resnlted  in  a thousand  militia  being  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Erie  on  or  be- 
fore the  20th  of  April.  Among  the  number  that  res])onded  was  an  artillery 
company  from  Luzerne  Corrnty,  who  were  authorized  to  take  charge  of  tlie 
four  brass  field-jiieees  belonging  to  the  State,  w’hicb,  had  been  stored  aLWater- 
foi'd.  Reese  Hill,  of  Greene  County,  was  constituted  Colonel  by  the  Governor, 
and  given  command  of  the  regimeiit.  The  old  Americiin  block-house  of  1795, 
which  had  nearly  gone  to  ruins,  'was  hurriedly  restored,  as  rvas  also  the  one 
on  the  point  of  the  peninsula. 

With  the  facilities  of  the  present  day,  it  is  scai'coly  possible  to  conceive  of 
the  embarrassment  that  attended  Dobbins  and  Perry  in  their  work.  Of  practi- 
cal ship-builders  there  v.'ere  very  fevr  in  the  country,  and  their  ]daces  had  to 
be  tal'Fii  9y  ho'use  carpenters  and  black.smillis  gathered  ft'orn  every  part 
of  the  lower  lake  region.  ITie  timber  for  the  vessels  had  to  be  cut  iu  the  for- 
ests near  by  and  u.sed  while  yet  green.  Iron  was  scarce,  and  had  to  bs  picked 
up  whej’over  it  couh'l  b<>  found — iu  stores,  warehouses,  shops,  farm  buildings 
a'lid  olsewbcre.  considerable  stock  was  brought  from  Pittsburgh  by  kat-boats 
up  French  Creek,  and  some  from  .Puft'nlo  by  small  boats  creeping  along  tbs 
south  sh.ore  of  the  lake.  Perry  wrote  to  lYashington  that  more  mechanics 
were  needed,  and  I'obbins  was  dispatched  to  Pdack  Rock  for  seamen,  arms 
and  ordna'Jice.  The  transportation  of  the  latter  was  extremely  slow,  owing  to 
the  miserable  roads.  Some  of  the  cannon  -svere  brought  up  in  sail  l>oats,  mov- 
ing at  night  onlv,  to  avoid  the  enemy’s  cruisers. 

Fortunately  for  the  Ai.aericans,  the  lilleglieny  llivor  and  French  Creek 
continued  at  a good  boating  stage  until  August,  an  occurrence  so  unusual  that 
it  would  seem  to  imply  that  Providence  was  on  their  side.  Had  these  streams 
become  low  at  the  ordinary  time,  the  tioet  could  not  have  been  rigged  in 
season  to  meet  the  enemy  under  advantageous  circumstances. 

Sailing  Master  tV.  Y.  Taylor  having  arrived  on  the  30th  of  Itlarch  ■with 
twenty  seamen,  lie  was  left  in  command  in  the  absence  of  Dobbins,  while  Perry 
proceeded  to  Pittsburgh  to  arrange  for  supplie.s,  and  hurry  forward  a gang  of 
carpenters  who  had  been  promised  him  from  Philadelpliia.  ’tPhile  there,  he 
]jurchased  canvas,  cal.de.',  ancliorB,  and  otlmr  necessaries,  procuied  four  small 
held- pieces  and  some  muskets,  and  emj>loyod  an  ordnance  officer  to  oversee  the 
casting  of  shot  and  carronades.  Returning  to  Erie  about  the  middle  of  Ajiril,  by 
the  aid  of  the  land  forces  ho  threw  u]i  redoul.'ts  on  Garrison  Hill,  and  on  the 
bank  of  the  lake,  where  the  land  light-house  Hands,  built  a lilock  house  on  the 
bluff  overlooking  the  place  w'uere  the  ■sloo[>s  of  war  were  braiding,  and  con- 
structed another  redoubt  above  the  yard  v/hore  the  gunboats  lay  uj.ion  their 
stocks.  The  Lawrence  ami  Niagara,  sloops  of  war,  and  the  pilot  boat  Ariel, 
schooner-rigged,  were  built  on  the  beach  at  the  mouth  of  Cascade  run.  now 
occupied  by  the  Erie  & Fittsburgh  docks,  and  the  Porcupine  and  Tigress,  gun- 
boats, on  a beach  that  jutted  out  from  the  mouth  of  Lee’s  Run,  aftcrwai’d  the 
terminus  of  the  canal.  On  the  light-house  redoubt,  two  twelve-pounders  were 
jdaced  that  had  been  forwarded  by  Dobbins  from  Black  Rock,  and  the  four 
tield-pieces  which  I’erry  had  brought  on  from  Pittsburgh  were  mounted  upon 
the  one  on  Garrison  Hill.  The  main  body  of  the  troops  was  encamped  at  the 
mouth  of  Cascade  Run.  Carpenters,  blacksmiths,  sail  makers,  riggers,  and 
other  worlauen  soon  carue  on  from. New  York  and  Philadelphia,  infusing  new 
energy  into  the  operation>,  and  from  this  time  forward  matters  were  more  eu- 
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conrao;ii!g.  It  v.'ould  aY>pop.r  that  the  call  for  tho  iijilitia  to  report  was  not 
obeyed  with  alacrity,  for  mg  learn  from  ofllcial  suurce.s  that  on  the  l8th  of  IMay 
complaint  was  made  to  the  Governor  by  Gen,  Mead  that  some  of  the  men  had 
refused  ubedienco  to  his  orders. 

THi:  IIEST  STEP  XO  VICTOE.V. 

.berry  departed  in  a fonr-oared  boat,  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  of  May.  to 
participate  in  the  contemplated  attack  on  the  Canadian  Fort  George,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Niagara  River,  in  which  he  was  to  lead  the  seamen  and  marines. 
He  took  .Dobbins  with  him  as  far  as  Fort  Schlosser,  at  tho  head  of  the  Niagara 
Rapids,  on  the  American  side,  wh^re  a detachment  of  oiticers  and  men  arrived 
on  the  2Sth,  fresh  from  the  capture  of  the  lirst-named  fortitication  on  the  pre- 
vious day.  Perry,  who  had  borne  a gallant  ]>art  in  tho  tight,  proceeded  tlicuce 
to  Black  Rock,  while  Dobbins  escorted  the  detachment  to  the  same  place. 
Their  defeat ' at  Fort  George  compelled  the  British  to  abandon  the  Niagara 
frontier,  and  aft’orded  an  opportunity  to  get  the  vessels  np  to  Eiio  that  had 
been  purchased  and  prepared  for  war  by  the  Government,  and  which  had  been 
blockaded  in  Goujaquades  Creek  by  the  batteries  of  tho  enemy  on  the  opposite 
shore.  These  consisted  of  the  brig  Caledonia,  the  sloop  Trij>pe,  and  the 
schooners  Ohio,  Amelia  and  Somers,  five  in  all.  They  were  drawn  np  the 
rapids  by  ox  teams,  assisted  by  some  two  hundred  men,  including  the  detach- 
ment of  Dobbins  and  a detail  for  the  purpose  from  Gen.  Dearborn’s  ni'my,  an 
operation  that  re(jnired  six  days  of  hard  work.  The  soldiers,  by  Perry’s  re- 
quest, were  allowed  to  icmaiii  on  board  to  ;is.sist  in  navigation  and  defense  on 
the  way  to  Erie.  The  British  fleet,  consisting  of  live  vessels  much  superior  to 
the  American  squadron,  were  cruising  the  lake,  and  the  utmost  vigilance  was 
necessary  to  elude  them.  3>y  good  fortune,  Perry  reached  Erie  on  the  morn- 
ing of  June  j'T,  having  sailed  from  Bntfalo  on  the  13th,  and  being  detained  on 
the  way  by  head-winds,  witliout  having  been  seen  by  the  .British.  How  nar- 
row an  escape  tlie  Americans  made  will  be  understood  when  it  is  stated  that 
while  tkey  lay  in  the  offing  at  Dunkirk,  a man  came  on  board  who  notified 
Perry  that  the  British  had  been  at  anchor  off  Twenty  mile  Creek  the  night 
before,  and  that  from  a neck  of  land  wliich  jutted  into  the  lake  he  had  both 
licets  in  sight  at  the  same  titne.  The  British  rendezvous  at  the  lower  etid  of 
the  lake  was  usually  in  Mohawk  Bay.  on  Ihe  Canada  sid^p  where  they  could 
readily  watch  the  movenxents  of  the  Americans.  They  felt  sure  of  nabbing 
Perry’s  squadron  on  its  upward  voyage,  and  when  they  learned  that  they  had 
been  given  the  slip,  wore  extremely  surprised  and  mortified.* 

S .-V  F ELY  CO  X C .1 : N T K A T E D . 

The  entire  fleet  with  which  Perry  was  expected  to  humble  British  pride  on 
the  lake  vvas  now  concentrated  in  the  harbor  of  Erie.  It  consisted  of  the  Law- 
rence and  Niagara,  both  sloops  of  war,  imilt  after  the  same  model,  being  100 
feet  straight  rabbit,  100  feet  between  perpendiculars,  30  feet  beam,  9 feet 
hold,  flush  deck,  and  pierced  for  20  guns,  with  two  stern  ports;  the  schooners 
A’.'iel  and  Sooi'iiion,  each  of  03  tons;  the  Porcupine  and  Tigress  of  about  50 
tons;  the  British  brig  Caledonia,  which  had  been  taken  by  Lieut.  Elliott 
fro]n  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Erie,  of  85  tons;  the  sloo]-)  Trippe,  of  03  tons, 
and  the  schooners  Amelia,  Somers  and  Oliio.  of  722  05  and  02  tons  respect- 
ively. Considering  the  national  importance  of  the  victory  gained,  the  size 
of  these  vessels,  compared  with  the  war  vessels  of  this  day,  seems  a.bsurdly 
small.  The  Lawrence  and  Niaofara.  however,  were  immense  vessels  for  the 

"■Tlic  l!ric^h  huve  in  sight  a.s  the  last  of  I’errv's  liott  crossed  Ihe  bar  of  Lrie  ifarhot.  Iheir  cruising 
squadron  cousis'.sd  of  jive  vessels. 
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time.  Tliey  bad  been  given  a shallow  depth  of  bold  by  Mr.  Brov.oi,  tlie  master 
builder,  so  as  to  secure  a light  draught  of  water  and  avoid  showing  a high 
aide  to  the  enemy’s  marhsinen. 

‘‘  The  frames  of  all  the  vessels  built  at  Erie  wore  of  white  and  black  oak 
and  chestnut,  the  outside  planking  ^Yas  of  oak  and  the  decks  were  of  pine.” 

Tboagli  stoutly  put  together,  there  was  no  attemjvl  at  ornament,  Mr,  Brotvn 
having  pi op'hetieally  remarked:  ‘’Plain  work  is  all  that  is  required;  they 

will  only  be  wanted  for  one  battle.  If  we  win,  tliat  is  all  that  will  be  wanted 
of  them;  if  we  lose,  they  are  good  enough  to  bo  captured.”  The  Lawrence 
^\■ds  named  after  the  heroic  Capt.  James  Lawrence,  who  was  killed  in  the  en- 
counter between  the  Chesapeake  and  Shannon,  and  Vvdiose  last  words.  ‘‘Don't 
give  up  the  ship,”  were  inscribed  by  Perry  on  his  fighting  tlag.  One  of  tlur 
schooners  brought  u]>  from  Black  Book,  the  Amelia,  was  condemned  as  worth- 
less and  sunk  in  the  harbor.  Tlie  Porcupine  and  Tigre.-^s,  which  had  been’ 
launched  about  the  15th  of  June,  were  now  equipped,  and,  with  the  other 
boats,  sailed  to  the  vicinity  of  Cascade  Buii  to  defend  the  sloops  of  war, 
vrhich  still  remained  on  the  stocks,  in  case  of  an  attack.  The  Lawrence  \va.s 
launched  on  or  al'out  the  ‘25^1  of  June,  and  the  ^Niagara  on  the  4th  of  July. 

The  essential  business  now  was  to  man  the  vessels.  Lqi  to  the  25th  of 
June  something  like  a 15U  men  and  olliccrs  had  arrived  for  service  on  the  lleet 
of  whom  many  were  on  the  sick  list.'-^  To  make  the  situation  more  perplex- 
ing. Ihe  ‘200  soldiers  of  Dearborn’s  command  who  had  come  from  Black  Hock, 
a7id  v/hom  Perry  elesired  to  retain  as  marines,  were  ordered  to  return,  and  act 
nally  eiid  leave  in  small  boats,  with  the  exceptiot.1  of  Capt.  Bvevoort,  who  had 
seen  service  up>on  the  lake  in  command  of  the  Lnited  States  brig  A.dams. 
"While  thu-s  embarrassed,  the  Navy  Department  was  constantly  urging  Perry  to 
expedite  matters  in  order  that  he  might  act  with  Gen.  Harrison,  who  led  the 
Western  army  in  a combined  move  by  land  and  water  against  the  enemy. 
After  many  urgent  ap>peals  for  men,  the  welcome  tidings  came,  about  the 
middle  of  July,  that  a draft  had  been  forwarded.  Mr.  Dobbins,  who  pos- 
sessed the  whole  confidence  of  Perry,  was  again  dispatched  to  Buffalo  to  bring 
them  on.  They  reached  Erie  in  boats  collected  in  Buffalo  Creek,  on  or  about 
the  25th  of  July.  About  this  date,  Perry  received  ivord  from  Gen.  Harrison 
that  the  British  would  launch  their  new  ship,  the  Detroit,  in  a few  days. 
This  added  to  Ins  anxiety,  as  the  Detroit  would  be  more  than  equal  to  any  sin- 
gle vessel  of  hi.s  tieet,  and  he  redoubled  his  energies  in  the  hope  of  getting  out 
and  meeting  the  enemy  before  they  could  have  lier  powerful  aid. 

The  Government  made  a gi’ave  mistake  in  not  giving  Perry  an  inde]>eudent 
command,  instead  of  obliging  him  to  act  under  the  iusmictions  of  Commodore 
CTiauncoy,  who  was  hundreds  of  miles  away,  and  in  not  investing  him  witli  full 
power,  and  granting  him  ample  means  to  prosecute  his  tmipioses  to  the  utmost 
of  his  slvill  and  energy.  Had  this  been  done,  the  tieet  would  have  l>een  ready 
to  sail  two  mouths  before  it  did,  the  risk  of  tighting  a superior  vessel  like  the 
Detroit  would  have  lieen  avoided,  Perry  and  Harrison  could  have  co-o]ierated  at 
an  earlier  date,  the  British  would  have  been  comiielled  to  abandon  the  frontier, 
and  the  war  in  the  AVest  would  have  ended  long  before  it  did.  at  a great  saving 
of  life  and  money.  It  is  not  general Ij'  known  that  at  one  jieriod  Perry’s  pa- 
thetic calls  for  re  cnforcemonis  drew  from  Coiumodore  Chauncey  a sarca.stic 
lettei’,  which  led  the  former  to  ask  to  be  “ detached  from  the  command  on  Lake 
Erie,”  for  the  reason  that  it  was  nnpleasaat  to  serve  under  a superior  who  had 
so  little  regard  for  Ids  feelings.  This  brought  back  an  apjieai  to  his  patriot- 

^ There  ’were  three  hospital.'' — in  tlip  courl  ho’u.se.  on  ihe  point  of  Mist.ry  'Uay  and  near  the  site  of  Wayne's 
block-house. 
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i.srsi  from  llio  depavlinent,  aucl  the  matter  v/as  evGi\taal]y  arranged  so  that 
kindly  relations  were  restored  lietweeu  Chauncey  and  Perry. 

MEXACE3  or  THE  ENEMY, 

It  must  not  be  snpjjosed  that  the  coustruction  and  equipment  of  Perry’s 
fleet  was  allowed  to  iirogress  in  Erie  Harbor  without  an  endeavor  to  check  them 
by  the  enemy.  The  latter  anchored  in  the  roadstead  several  times,  and  would 
have  entered  the  hay  but  tor  the  shallow  water  on  the  bar,  thus  confirming 
Oapt.  Dobbins’  argument  to  Lieut.  Elliott.  Sometimes  the  Queen  Charlotte, 
tliG  )3ritish  flagship,  would  appear  alone,  and  at  others  the  whole  squadron. 
On  the  15th  of  May,  the  svildest  alarm  was  created  by  a false  report  that  (300  or 
700  Britisii  and  Indians  had  landed  on  the  peninsula  under  cover  of  a thick 
fog,  and  got  off  again  without  being  seen  by  the  American  forces.  July  19, 
sis  of  the  enemy’s  vessels  were  in  sight  outside  the  harbor,  where  they  lay  be- 
calmed for  two  days.  Perry  went  with  three  gunboats  to  attack  thorn,  and  a 
few  shots  were  exebauged  at  a mile’s  distance.  A breeze  springing  up,  the 
onemv  sailed  awav,  evidentiv  desiring  to  avoid  a tio-ht.  All  this  time  the 

t.  _ __  - O O . 

meager  land  force  at  Erie  was  kept  busy  parading  the  bank  of  the  lalce.  to  give 
tlie  impre.ssion  to  ebe  enemy  of  a much  larger  army  than  was  really  the  case. 
Perry  does  not  seem  to  have  had  an  apprehension  at  any  time  of  danger  from 
the  British  while  his  lleet  lay  in  the  harbor.  He  knew  that  the  enemy’s  ves.sels 
could  not  cross  the  b;ir  wiib  their  heavy  annameut,  and  he  informed  tire  de- 
parlmont  that  even  if  a force  should  land  and  capture  the  village,  he  could 
easily  defend  the  licet  from  its  anchorage  in  the  bay. 

Tire  troubles  experienced  by  Perry  were  shared,  to  some  extent,  by  the  offi. 
cers  of  the  laud  forces.  The  Stale  Archives  contain  a letter  sent  by  Gov- 
Snyder  to  Col.  John  I’hillins,  paymaster  of  Col.  Hill's  regiment,  in  which  ho 
regrets  that  no  provision  had  been  made  for  paying  the  Pennsylvania  militia 
then  in  service  at  Erie,  and  that  it  could  not  be  j'ernedied  by  any  constituted 
State  authority.  On  the  2d  of  August,  the  Governor’s  Secretary  vvTote  that 
some  men  in  Mead’s  division  had  at  first  refused  to  obey  orders,  but  subse- 
quently marched  to  the  defense  of  Erie.  The  difllcultu''  about  the.  pay  of  the 
troo[)s  seems  to  have  been  at  least  partially  arranged,  for,  on  the  KUh  of  Au- 
gust, W0  find  that  l\Tlson  Smith  was  appointed  paymaster  of  the  ndlitia  called 
into  service  by  Gen.  Mead  for  the  defense  of  Erie,  before  the  arrival  of  Col. 
Hill’s  command,  and  that  a warrant  for  S2, oOfJhad  been  forwarded,  to  him. 
This  gentleman  had  previously  been  Quartermaster  General  of  the  State.  On 
the  27th  of  ALUgu->t,  Brigade  Inspector  Clark  reported  that  upward  of  sixteen 
hundred  men  had  rendezvoused  at'Erie  in  pursuance  of  the  more  recent  orders 
of  Gen.  Alcad.  So  little  ha.s  been  preserved  in  regard  to  the  land  operations 
of  the  day,  that  any  account  of  them  must  necessarily  be  brief  and  disconnected. 

GETTING  0VP:R  THE  BAR. 

Meanwhile  Peny  had  received  one  hundred  landsmen  from  the  militia,  and 
enlisted  some  forty  marines,  making  a total  force  of  about  throe  hundred.  On 
Sunday,  the  1st  of  August,  the  vessels  were  moved  t<i  the  mouth  of  the  bay, 
then  free  from  piers,  and  preparations  were  made  for  getting  them  over  the 
bar  and  for  defending  them  in  case  of  an  attack  w'hile.  the  operation  was  in 
progi.-ess.  Gen.  Mead  and  stall  visited  Perry  in  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day, 
and  the  latter  took  occasion  to  thank  the  commander  of  the  land  forces  for  the 
valuable  assistance  Im  had  rendered  him.  The  guns,  ballast  and  <ither  heavy 
material  were  removed  from  the  Lawrence  to  the  sand  beach,  being  so  adjusted 
as  to  be  readily  replaced,  and  the  ship  was  lifted  over  the  bar  by  the  aid  of 


n:;  ■- 


-■  '■  ' " , '’''■  ,W  .'it'  ¥ V ' " "■■ 

iafU  .to  ptfil 

■ lit  -■ 

g(iffe,j'*7V«iVi  ^«|-'V->  ,'s^’  Av«tS.  tt^lisfb'W  v4t«#':;fiis^  ,4iv,"i' '|g<( ' ■ 

" ■ '■■  ■■  ■ ' " 

I W ^X  ^i  aQ  ,, 

jiftijh^  oor 

,r.  pun  <uf,!fft 

, ! , f- <up!  i^ityi  -.fc  '■•  v)'^  ■ ;.;, 

Miu  «i,:rs  If:/'.-,  JibjU‘  « ^'^J|i‘’i!i||i|^^ 

.u>,;;<>  r,pj  7ir»:>’t  ;S»'^  oiC|,i'ri''’’i 

i-: -/<f  -(^'?;m;..Iv  Vv- 

r.lf : •■/  ./  i'^«'3!;;i4  ^>'11'.;  .V44TRiit,i4|;.M  odt-''' ,' 


M 


■ £K4f>j-ii'4«^-’{tfjii  T|i^  itti  I 


..  . ,. , , . 

...  r....  ,.  , J, 

$0  ip'' 

-M'di'  1: 


m 


ioa  htpcn  U4/i0  u>>(fj^ 


>,fcs>tfj«l&  .0(IVJi8 ; '■  |! 
4i  y<ii08 
tefn 

ii4  #;j[bo.*sf 


,i^ry|^' , iP:  ■ ^irtlQ,  'loio^qtaX  if ' 

' i ■ JifeM  .aai)  io 


.eW£/t«|,y -3 ,. 

q\  frxr^wi  rA  li^vssfegttq^ 

iv*  ''^  ^ .'f^* 


.ilf^it  ariJf  iftst', 


/vi5i>A-fAtajjW>xii  1:; .'.  ii‘:t.r^^l«  40  '.jui  ■0'^r  ■'.  ^ii’qiCW' 


>1,1^3 


HISTORY  OF  ERIK  COUN'IY. 


303 

“ cauK'ls”  iuveiRed  by  I\Ir.  Oii-own.  Oue  “camel’’  'was  floated  on  each  side  of 
the  Iiawreuce  and  sunk  to  tlie  level  of  the  })ort  holes.  Timl.iers  ^vel■e  thrust 
through,  on  which  the  vessel  rested,  the  plugs  were  re-insGided  in  the  bottoms 
of  tile  “camels,”  and  the  water  was  jnuuped  out  of  them,  raising  the  Lawrence 
as  it  was  discharged.  This  proeeuding  v/as  coiisidei’ably  delayed  by  an  un- 
favorable wind,  and  it  tvas  not  until  the  morning  of  tlio  -Ith.  after  two  nights 
and  days  of,  wearisome  labor,  that  the  Lawrence  wa.s  floated  to  her  anchoraf;e 
in  the  roadstead.  The  Niagara  was  lifted  over  l)y  the  same  process  a few  clays 
after,  the  smaller  ve.sseL  crossing  without  serious  trouble. 

ftefore  the  work  of  moving  the  Niagara  over  tiro  bar  was  completed,  the 
enetuy  appeared  early  one  mornitig,  and  hove  to  about  eight  miles  out  for  the 
pur])Ose  of  recounoitering.  T’earing  they  miglit  attack  him  vchile  iu  this  po.si- 
tiou,  T'erry  made  hasty  arraugemeuts  for  defense,  jnirposing.  if  necessary,  to 
run  the  Lawrence  ashore  under  the  guns  of  the  redoubts  on  the  liglit-house 
gimmus  and  Garrison  Hill.  For  some  reason,  after  looking  over  the  situation 
for  an  hour  or  so,  the  British  bore  up  and  stood  across  the  lake.  The  efforts 
to  get  the  Niagara  across  the  bar  ^vere  redoubled,  and  the  Aj'iel  and  Scorpion 
were  sent  to  follow  the  course  of  the  enemy,  her  commander  rejrorting  on  liis 
retvu’u  that  they  had  gone  to  Long  Point.  From  there,  afte)-  landing  a cou- 
rier to  notify  the  commander  of  the  British  land  forces  of 'what  had  been  dis- 
covered, tliey  bore  u];)  the  lake  for  Detroit  Kiver.  The  Niagara  was  got  afloat 
in  the  open  lake  the  day  after  the  enemy  left.  It  is  a part  of  the  tradition  of 
the  time  that  vrhen  the  British  squadron  w'as  at  I’ort  Dover,  a complimentsry 
dinner  was  given  to  her  officers,  at  wliich  Commodore  Barclay,  in  response  to 
a toast,  said:  “I  expect  to  lind  the  Yankee  brigs  hard  and  fast  aground  on  the 
bar  at  Erie,  in  which  predicament  it  will  be  but  a short  job  to  destroy  them.” 
The  enemy  were  at  this  time  endeavoring  to  concentrate  an  army  at  Port 
Dover,  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  fleet  in  a move  upon  Erie,  but  failed  be- 
cause the  troops  could  not  be  got  up  in  season. 

THE  FIRST  CKUISE. 

Smarting  under  the  frequent  complaints  of  delay  from  official  quarters, 
Perry  resolved  to  make  a cruise  rather  than  wait  for  re-enforcements,  in  the 
hope  that  he  might  encounter  the  foe  before  the  Detroit  could  be  made  readv 
for  service.  He  set  sail  at  4 o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  0th  of  August, 
W'ith  all  the  vessels  of  the  fleet  except  the  Ohio  aud  Trippe,  which  wt.re  left 
behind  for  want  of  crew’s.  A cruise  was  made  to  Long  Point  aud  the  main- 
land near  by,  and  nothing  being  seen  of  the  British,  the  fleet  returned  to 
Erie  on  the  0th.  On  the  OLh,  to  the  joy  of  all,  the  little  baud  of  volunteers 
was  joined  by  Lieut.  Elliott  * with  some  officers  and  ninety  men,  most  of 
W'hom  were  experienced  sailors.  The  squadron,  though  still  lacking  a propm- 
equipment,  was  now  thought  to  be  ready  for  active  service,  aud,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  12th  of  August  sailed  up  the  lake  in  search  of  the  enemy.  A din- 
ner was  given  to  Perry,  just  before  his  departure,  by  the  citizens  of  Erie,  at 
which  he  expressed  a desire  to  return  a victor  or  in  his  shroud.  The  fleet 
consisted  of  nine  vessels,  officered  and  armed  as  follows:  Flagship  Lawrence, 
Waster,  Commander  Perry,  eighteen  32-pounder  carronades  and  two  long  12- 

*Jessc  l>.  Ikllioti  •was  born  in  Maryland  in  178".  lie  mitered  the  United  states  Navy  as  a Mid>hipTnan  in 
ISOn,  ainl  was  i-romoted  to  a Uieutenanoy  in  On  the  7th  ona-toher,  he  won  ;j;rcat  honor  hy  letuUng 

an  expedition  which  captured  (ho  Uriti'^h  ves,«el.<  j\dains  and  Caledoina  I'roui  under  the  L'nns  oT  Fori  !>ie.  i-’or 
thi.s  lie  was  awarded  a sw*nd.  and  the  tliauks  ui'  Uuni^'rOiS.  July  IB,  be  was  apjjointed  to  ho  a luaatof  com- 
luandunt  over  the  heads- ot*  iliiriv  other  lieutenants.  In  1814,  ho  "svas  transi'orred  to  Lake  Ontario.  He  did 
good  service  in  the  Mediterranean  iu  I'll'.  In  181.-',  he  was  promoted  to  he  a captain,  and  suhseHnently  had 
coniDiand  of  .Giuadrons  on  several  stations.  He  was  tried  misconduct  in  H-lu,  and  .'eiitcnced  to  four  years’ 
suspension  from  the  navy.  Urosideui  Jack>on,  in  I'-ld,  rmuiued  the  baliihce  of  his  sonteuce.  He  died  on  the 
I8lh  of  JJeceiuber,  H Id. 
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pouuflers;  Niao-ara.  !Mastor,  Comraanclor  Elliott,  the  sajiie  armament;  Caledo- 
nia, Purser  Maijrata.  three  long  .1 2- pounders •.  Ariel,  Lieut.  John  Packett,* 
four  long  12-pounders:  Trippe,  Lieut.  Smith,  one  long  32-pounder;  Tigress, 
Lieut.  Conklin,  one  long  32-pouiuler;  Somers,  Sailing  Master  .\lmy,  one  long 
24  and  one  long  l2-pounder;  Scorpion, y Sailing  Master  Champlin,  same 
armament;  Ohio,  S;rlliug  Master  .Dobbins,  one  long  2-t-pouiuler;  and  Porcu- 
pine, Midshipman  Seuat,  one  long  32-}.X)UMder,  In  e.-qilanation  of  the  change 
of  Peny's  and  Elliott’s  titles,  it  should  l>e  stated  that  coinmissious  had  been 
received  shortly  before  their  departirre  granting  both  of  them  promotions, 
INIost  of  the  ollicers  were  young  men-  -the  average  ages  of  the  commissioned 
ones  being  less  than  twenty-tliree,  and  of  the  warrant  officers  less  than  twenty 
years.  With  very  few  exceptions,  they  had  no  acquaintance  with  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  lakes,  • 

CUALLEKC4ING  TO  FIGHT. 

On  the  ITtb,  the  squadron  aucdiored  off  Sandusky,  where  Perry  notihed 
Gen,  Harrison  of  their  presence,  and  was  invited  on  board  the  Lawrence  the 
next  day  by  that  officer,  attended  by  his  staff  and  accompanied  by  some  twenty 
Indian  chiefs,  who  'were  taken  on  board  that  they  might  report-tho  wonders  tliey 
had  seen  and  be  deterred  from  joining  the  enemy.  The  astonishment  and 
alarm  of  the  red  men  when  the  salute  was  hred  in  honor  of  Ge.u.  Harrison  is 
said  to  have  been  indescribably  comical. 

Eight  days  later  the  fleet  sailed  to  the  head  of  the  lake  and  discovered  the 
Eritisli  at  anchor  in  the  mouth  of  Detroit  Pviver;  but  failing  to  draw  them  out, 
returned  to  Put-in-Bay.  On  the  31st  a re-enforcement  of  fifty  volunteers  was 
received,  making  a total  muster  roll  of  470.  Most  of  the  new  men  were  Ken- 
tuckians who  bad  experience  as  v/atermen  on  the  western  and  southern  rivers, 
and  they  proved  to  be  a valnable  acquisition.  About  this  juncture,  however, 
there  was  much  biliousness  and  dysentery  in  the  squadron,  principally  among 
those  from  the  seaboard,  caused  by  the  change  from  salt  to  fresh  water.  A.mono-' 
the  numlier  who  %vere  taken  down  was  Perr}-  himself,  who  was  unable  to  jier- 
form  active  service  for  a week.  As  soon  as  he  could  take  the  deck  again,  he 
sailed  for  the  second  time  to  the  mouth  of  the  river,  where  it  was  learned  that 
the  now  British  ship  was  ready  for  duty.  Failing  to  draw  the  enemy  from  his 
anohorao-e,  .Perrv  returned  to  Sandusky  and  renewed  his  communication  with 
Gen.  Harrison.  Here  the  command  of  the  Tripjie  was  transferred  to  Lieut. 
Holdup  'I  and.  that  of  the  Caledonia  to  Lieut.  Turner,  while  Air.  Dobbins  was 
ordered  to  Erie  with  the  Ohio  for  the  purpo.se  of  taking  on  l>oard  provisions 
{ and  other  articles.”  The  latter  hastened  back  to  find  that  the  pork  and  beef 
left  on  board  the  fleet  had  become  putrid  on  account  of  the  carelessness  of  the 
contractors,  and  was  immediately  ordered  to  Erie  again  for  a fresh  stock.  The 
battle  took  place  while  the  Ohio  was  at  anchor  in  the  harbor  of  Erie,  much  to 
the  regret  of  Mr.  Dobbins  aud  his  gallant  crew,  who  had  to  submit  to  some  un- 
just criticism  for  what  was  no  fault  of  their  own.  They  distinctly  heard  the 
tiring  on  the  10th  of  September. 

*Lieut.  Packett  resided  at  Erie  after  thekattle,  and  died  there. 

tStepheu  Champlin  roiurned  to  Erie,  in  1S45,  as  Cominander  of  tlie  X^’nlted  States  steamer  Michigan.  He 
remained  in  that  posnion  about  four  aud  one-half  yeai*s.  when  lie  was  i>laced  on  the  reserve  list  with  full  pay. 
He  lived  at  Bulfalo,  after-ward,  and  was  the  last  survivor  of  tlie  commanders  in  the  battle. 

;*:Lieut.  Holdup  was  the  father  of  the  distinguished  ('om.  Tliomas  H.  Stevens.  He  served  in  the  na\  y many 
j’ears  afterward,  and  wa.s  promoted  to  post  * aptain.  He  died  siuMenl y,  in  while  in  command  of  the  Wash- 
ington Navy  Yard.  He  wa.s  an  orphan  and  became  a protege  of  Gen.  .Stevens,  <.»f  Cluirleslou.  >.C.,  who  obtained 
a midshifirmin's  warrant  for  him  in  iM'O  In  lbl5,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  South  Carolina,  he  us-sumed  the 
name  of  his  benefactor,  and  was  ever  after  known  as  Thomas  Hi»ldup  Stevens. 
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rHElWKtNG  FOH  BATTLi;. 

Oa  the  Gtb  of  September,  the  entire  American  tleoL,  vrith  the  exception  of 
the  Ohio,  was  anchored  in  Put-in-Bay.  Believing  that  the  crisis  wa.s  near  at 
hand,  PeiTV.  on  the  evening  of  the  7th.  .‘=;unimoncd  his  officers  on  board  the 
Lawre7.ice,  amiounced  his  plan  of  battle,  prodacod  his  lighting  Hag — 
containing  the  word.s.  “ fJon't  give  uj')  the  ship” — arranged  a code  of 
sio-nals,  and  issued  his  final  instructions.  On  the  lOth,  at  the  rising  of 
tne  sun,  the  lookout  shouted  the  tl'.riliing  words,  “ Sail,  ho!”  and  the  men  of 
the  squadron,  ^\ho  were  almost  instantly  astir,  sooji  saw  the  British  vessels, 
six  in  number,  rise  above  the  horizon.  Still  feeble  from  sickness  as  he  was, 
Perry  gave  the  signal  iuunedialely  to  get  under  way,  adding  that  he  was  ’‘de- 
termined to  tight  the  ene’my  that  da.y.  ” Approaching  the  British  vessels  near 
enoug'h  to  arrange  his  line,  he  hronghT  forth  his  battle  flag,  and,  mounting  a 
gun-slide,  said  to  hit.  men  as  he  pointed  to  the  inscripkion:  “Those  wei’e  the 

last  words  of  the  gallant  Lawrence,  afler  whom  this  vessel  was  named.”  Then, 
pausing  a moment,  he  exclaimed,  “Shall  I hoist  it?”  The  response  vvas  a 
unanimous  “Aye,  aye,  sir;”  and  as  the  folds  were  spread  to  the  breeze  six 
hearty  cheers  were  given  by  the  crew,  Vv^liich  were  taken  up  on  board  the  other 
vessels  until  one  continuous  cheer  was  heard  along  the  line.^  Grog  and  lunch 
were  then  served,  the  decks  were  sprinkled  with  sand,  and  prGp)arations  were 
made  for  taking  care  of  the  dead  and  wounded.  Penay  visited  every  part  of 
the  Lawrence,  inspecting  the  guns  and  cheering  the  men  by  pleasant  words. 
The  lake  was  quite  smooth  and  it  was  an  hour  and  a half  from  the  time  the 
line  of  battle  was  formed  until  the  tir.st  shot  was  fired.  This  period  of  terri- 
ble suspense  was  spent  in  friendly  interchange  among  the  officers  and  men,  in 
farewell  handshakes  and  the  promise  of  kindly  acts  in  case  of  death.  At  a 
quarter  before  12  o'clock,  when  the  Detroit  and  Lawrence  were  still  more 
than  a mile  ap> art,  the  sound  of  a bugle  was  heard  on  the  British  flagship^, 
followed  by  cheers  along  their  line,  the  band  struck  up  “ Rule  Britannia.” 
and,  in  a moment  after  the  inusic  ceased,  a shot  was  thrown  at  the  Lawrence 
which  fell  shoi  t.  In  a few  minutes' a second  shot  was  tired  from  the  Detroit, 
which  struck  the  Lawrence,  seeing  which  Perry's  vessel  became  the  target  for 
all  the  long  guns  of  the  enemy.  The  first  gun  on  the  American  side,  by  order 
of  Perry,  was  fired  from  the  Scorpion  and  the  second  from  the  Ariel. f 

URTEF  .VCCOUNT  OF  THE  VICTORY. 

The  purpose  of  this  sketch  being  to  deal  with  the  subject  mainly  in  its 
local  bearings,  no  attempt  will  be  made  to  give  a minute  account  of  the  action, 
which  has  been  graphically  described  by  several  of  the  most  eminent  writers 
of  the  country.,  and  in  an  especially  eloquent  manner  by  J.  Fennimore  Coopei’, 
the  novelist.  It  is  enough  to  say  that,  through  some  cause,  the  real  nature  of 
which  ha.s  been  hotly  discussed,  the  Niagara  did.  not  engage  the  enemy  at  close 
quarters,  and  the  battle,  for  a time,  was  maintained  “by  the  Lawrence,  Cale- 
donia, Scorpion  and  .Ariel,  against  the  whole  British  squadron,  assisted  only 
by  the  long  twelves  of  the  Niagara,  and  the  distant,  rambling  shots  from  the 
headmost  gunboats.”  The  Lawrence  for  two  hours  sustained  the  lire  of  the 
two  heaviest  British  vessels,  as  well  as  some  stray  shots  from  the  others,  “ un- 

*ln  Henry  T.  Tucktrai.-ui'i  foeuj,  Hito  ol'  Lake  Erie,”  he  refers  tu  this  flag  as  followa; 

■‘I’eheld  the  clueftan's  glad  iirophetic  .smile, 

.A.S  a new  hauner  he  unrolls  the  while; 

Hear  the  gay  shout  oi  his  elated  crew, 

Wlien  tl'.e  dear  watchword  hovers  to  their  view. 

And  Lawrence,  silent  iu  the  arms  of  death, 

Reaueaths  de.iance  with  his  latest  breath. " 

+The  battle  took  place  about  ten  miles  iu  a northwardly  direction  frotii  I’ut-in-Day.  The  action  bec-an  on 
the  part  of  the  Americans  at  five  minutes  before  Ig  o'clock.'  ' 
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til  I'Vt-ry  gnu  v.’as  dismonnteil.  two  tliivds  of  her  crew  killed  or  wonnded,  and 
the  ship  so  badly  cut  up  aloft  as  to  be  umaanagcable.”  In  this  crilic;il  aitua- 
fiou,  I'crry  took  his  lighting  llag  under  liis  anu  ;ind  jtassod  in  a row  boat,  ac- 
compauied  by  his  brother  and  four  men,  to  the  Niagara,  which  was  making  an 
eflbrt  to  gain  the  head  of  the  enemy's  line.  The  ririti.-h  felt  sure  that  the  day 
was  ibeir’s  and  sent  ui)  a cheer.  On  boarding  the  Tsiagava,  Perry,  who  h;u;l 
stood  erect  in  the  boat  the  wliole  tvay,  was  met  cordially  by  Piliotf.  who  offered 
and  was  ordered  to  bring  the  gunboats  into  close  Jiction,  while  the  former  as- 
sumed command  of  the  vessel.  The  gunboats  being  Vvell  u]i,  and  llio  Caledo- 
nia in  good  position,  the  signal  to  break  through  the  BritiBh  line  was  shown 
from  the  Niagara  at  2;-J:5  in  the  afternoon.  The  tiro  of  the  Niagara  was  re- 
served until  she  got  abreast  of  the  Detroit,  when  she  ])oured  her  starboard  at 
pistol  shot  into  that  vessel  and  the  (Taoeu  Charlotte,  while  with  t.he  poj't  broad- 
side she  sent  a storm  of  ball  into  the  Lady  Provost  and  Chippewa.  The 
Caledonia  and  the  gunboats  follow^wl  close  behind,  dealing  death  on  both 
sides,  and,  the  Detroit  having  fouled  with  the  (^neea  Cliarlotle,  neither  vessel 
was  able  to  reply.  After  passing  through  tlie  Pritish  line,  the  Niagara  rounded 
to  under  their  lee,  and  sent  one  broadside  after  another  into  the  entaugled  ves- 
sels. causing  such  fearful  damage  that  in  fifteen  miniltes  from  the  time 
she  bore  up  a white  handkerchief  was  waved  froin  tiie  Queen  Charlotte  as  a 
symbol  of  submission,  shortly  succeeded  by  one  from  the  Detroit.  The  firing 
•ceased  almost  instantly,  after  a straggle  of  almost  three  liours’  duration.  Two 
of  the  smaller  Pritish  vessels  undertook  to  escape,  but  wore  brought  back  by 
tffe  Scorpion  and  Trippe.  'When  the  smoke  of  battle  cleared  away,  the  two 
squadrons  were  found  to  be  intermingled,  witli  the  exception  of  the  shattered 
Lawrence,  which  was  driPing  with  the  wind  some  distance  to  the  eastward. 
As  the  shout  of  victory  went  up,  her  flag,  which  had  been  struck  aftei  Perry 
left,  was  again  hoisted  to  the  masthead  by  the  rei-aaining  few  of  her  crew  w'ho 
were  able  to  witness  tlie  triumph  of  their  comrades.  I’erry  sat  down  as  soon 
as  the  firitJg  had  ceased  and  wrote  on  the  back  of  an  old  letter  this  modest 
and  memorable  epistle  to  Geu.  Harrison: 

UxiTun  States  Steamship  Xiagapa,  September  10,  4 P.  I\I. 

Dear  GevePvAL;  We  have  met  tlie  enemy  and  they  are  ours;  ti\’o  ships,  two  brigs, 
one  schooner,  and  one  sloop.  Yours  willi  great  respect  and  esteem, 

0.  it.  Pep,ry. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  navy  he  messaged;  “ It  has  pleased  the  Almighty 
to  give  to  the  TJnited  States  a signal  victory  on  this  lake,'’  detailing  the  num- 
ber of  capt'ured  vessels.  These  brief  dispatches  were  forwarded  by  schooner 
to  Gen.  Harrison,  then  at  the  mouth  of  Portage  itiver,  distant  some  twelve 
miles. 

Taking  all  the  circumstances  into  consideration,  the  victory  of  Perry  was 
one  of  the  j.u-oude.st  in  naval  annals.  The  Americans  had  the  most  vessels, 
but  the  Pritish  had  the  superiority  in  guns,  their  number  being  sixty-three  to 
our  fifty- four.  The  men  engaged  were  about  equal  in  numlier,  but  the  British 
marines  were  veterans  while  ours  wei'e  chiefly  raw  volunteers.  The  difference 
in  favor  of  the  British  v/as  still  more  striking  when  we  coinp:ire  the  experience 
of  the  officers,  tUeir  commander  having  served  with  Nelson  at  Trafalgar,  and 
most  of  his  subordinates  having  been  traiue^l  to  warlike  duties,  while  Perry 
had  never  seen  an  engagement  and  his  associates,  except  two  or  tliree,  knew 
very  little  of  real  service.  Wl.ien  to  the  above  it  is  added  that  quite  one-lifth 
of  the  Americans  v/ere  on  the  sick  list — the  roll  of  the  Lavreiice  showing 
thirty-one  and  of  the  Niagara  twenty-eight  unlit  for  fiction  on  the  morning  of 
the  battle — while  the  British  were  generally  in  good  health,  the  triumph  of  the 
Americans  is  still  more  surprising. 


t-  30/ 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


309 


AFTER  THE  BATTLE. 

About  4 P.  Perry  returned  to  the  La^YrencG  in  ordei'  that  the  ri:>mnant 
of  her  crew  might  witness  the  formal  surrender.  He  was  met  at  the  gangway 
by  those  who  vrere  able  to  be  about,  but  there  were  no  cheers,  no  outbursts  of 
delight — ”not  a word  could  find  utterance.”  The  young  commander  now 
ihreNV  oli  the  round  he  had  worn  dm-ing  the  fight  and  resumed  hi.s  un- 

dress uniform  in  order  to  meet  the  oflicors  of  the  captured  ve.ssels,  who  came 
00  board  and  presented  their  swords,  but  were  allowed  to  retain  their  side 
arms.  "When  Lieut.  O'Keefe  hauded  him  the  sword  of  Capt.  Barclay,  the 
British  commander,  who  was  too  severely  wounded  to  appear  in  person,  Peiny 
incp’iived  kindly  about  him  and  the  rest  of  the  enemy’s  wounded,  tendering  in 
a manly  spirit  every  assistance  within  his  reach.  During  the  evening,  he 
visited  Capt.  Barclay  on  board  the  Detroit,  and  re  iterated  his  sympathy.  Re- 
ferring to  his  own  escape,  he  said  to  Parser  Hamilton,  The  prayers  of  my 
wife  have  prevailed  in  saving  me.” 

The  captured  scjuadron  consisted  of  the  Detroit,  Queen  Charlotte,  Lady 
Provost,  Chippewa.  Hunter  and  Little  Belt,  the  tirst  two  lieing  badly  cut  np 
in  their  hulls,  the  third  hawing  her  rudder  shot  away, and  the  others  being-  but 
slightly  damaged.  The  billed  were  forty-one  and  the  w'ounded  ninety-four, 
being  mere  than  one  in  four  of  the  men  engaged.  Among  the  killed  were 
Capt.  Finni.s  and  Lieut.  Cfordon,  of  the  Queen  Charlotte,  and  among  the  se- 
verely wounded,  besides  Capt.  Barclay,  were  First  Lieut.  Garland  and  I’nrser 
HolTrneister  cn  the  Detroit.  A number  of  Indians  were  on  board  the  Detroit 
as  sh.arp-sl'iooter:'.,  and  upon  inquiry  being  made  for  them  by  an  American 
officer,  a search  was  started  and  they  wore  found  in  hiding  below.  Being 
brought  on  deck,  they  were  asked  how  they  liked  the  sport, and  one  replied: 
‘‘  No  more  come  with  one  armed  Ca[)tain  ( Barclay)  in  big  canoe — shoot  big 
gun  too  much.  American  much  big  fight.” 

The  casualties  on  the  American  side  were  as  follows:  La\weuce,  killed,  21: 
wounded, fll;  Niagara,  killed.2;  wounded.  25;  Caledonia,  wounded, 3;  Somer.s, 
wonnded,  2;  Ariel,  killed,  1.  wounded.  3:  Trippe,  wounded.  2;  Scorpion,  killed, 
1,  wounded,!- — a total  of  27  killed  and  9(3  wounded.  On  board  the  Porcupine 
and  Tigress  not  a soul  was  injured.  The  most  prominent  Americans  killed 
were:  Lieut.  Brooks,  commanding  the  marines  of  the  Lawi'ence;  and  of  the 
wounded,  First  Lieut.  Yarnall,  Second  Lieut.  Forest,  Sailing  Master  Taylor 
and  Purser  Hamilton  on  the  Lawi-ence,  and  Fii'st  Lieut.  Edward  and  Actinof 
Alaster  AVebster  of  the  Niagara.  After  the  battle,  Perry  inquired  with  some 
anxiety  about  his  little  brother  Alexander.  He  was  found  sound  asleep  in  his 
berth,  exhausted  with  the  fatigues  and  excitement  of  the  day. 

At  nightfall,  the  dead  marines  and  seamen  of  Perry’s  squacDon  wei  e lashed 
up  in  their  hammocks,  with  a thirty-two  pound  shot  attached  in  each  case  to 
anchor  them,  and  consigned  to  the  bottom  of  the  lake,  all  the  surviving  officers 
and  men  who  were  able  to  be  on  deck  acting  as  witnesses  to  the  burial,  which 
was  conducted  by  the  chaplain  according  to  the  impressive  form  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  On  the  larger  British  ve.ssels,  the  killed  in  action  bad  been 
thrown  overboard  as  soon  as  life  was  extinct,  but  those  on  the  smaller  ones 
were  deposited  in  the  water  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Americans.  The  Law- 
rence being  a complete  wreck.  Perry  adopted  the  Ariel  as  his  tlagshiii,  and  on 
the  morning  of  the  11th  the  two  squadrons  sailed  for  Put-in-B.ay,  where  they 
arrived  about  noon,  and  anchored.  On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  the  dead 
officers  of  both  crews  were  interred  on  shore,  the  funeral  procession  marching 
in  tv, 'OS.  alternately  British  and  American,  to  the  music  of  the  bands  of  both 
squadrons.  The  Ohio,  Dolibins’  vessel,  reached  Put-in-Bay  on  the  13th,  with 
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a -u-elcoiiio  .=;npply  of  provisions,  and  soon  after  a boat  each  from  Cleveland  and 
Sandusky  came  with  fresh  meat  and  vegetables,  which  added  much  to  the  com- 
fort of  the  wounded.  Those  of  the  prisoners  who  were  able  to  travel  were 
turned  over  to  (Ten.  Han-ison,  who  forwarded  thorn  to  Chillicothe.  Ohio,  while 
the  badly  wounded  were  put  on  board  the  Lawrence,  which  had  been  suffi- 
ciently repaired  for  the  purpose,  and  lu'ought  to  Erie,  reaching  here  on  the 
28d,  thirTeen  days  after  the  battle.  The  citizens  of  Erie  vied  vrith  each  other 
in  shotving  them  every  attention,  no  discrimination  being  made  between  friend 
and  foe.  The  court  Tiouse  was  used  as  a hospital,  Dr.  Usher  Parsons,  Siu-geon 
of  the  Lawrence,  and  Dr.  John  C.  Wallace  being  the  physicians  in  charge.  A 
few  who  could  not  be  suitably  cared  for  were  sent  to  Mhxterford,  then  rdrnost 
as  large  a place  as  Erie.  Only  throe  of  the  wounded  died  after  the  action. 

VICTOPaES  o.\  LA.vn. 

The  Americans  being  now  in  absolute  control  of  the  lake.  Perry  and  Harri- 
son commenced  instant  preparations  to  retrieve  the  disasters  to  our  cause  on 
the  frontier.  Harrison's  army,  which  had  received  large  accessions  of  volun- 
teers, was  mainly  transported  on  the  serviceable  vessels  of  the  two  fleets  to  the 
Canadian  shore  near  the  head  of  the  lake.  The  British  abandoned  Malden, 
retreating  up  the  Deti’oit  Ptiver,  followed  by  oin'  army  and  squadron.  At  Sand- 
wich, iinding  he  could  be  of  no  direct  service  on  the  water,  Perry  volunteered 
as  an  Aide  to  Harrison.  The  battle  of  the  Thames,  the  defeat  of  Proctor  and 
the  death  of  Tecnmseh  followed,  wiping  out  all  armed  resistance  in  that 
quarter  and  leaving  the  western  part  of  Canada  in  the  quiet  possession  of  the 
Axnericans.  The  Indian  allies  o:'  the  British  were  humldod,  and  unbroken 
peace  prevailed  in  all  the  country  west  of  Pennsylvania.  Some  of  the  vessels 
of  the  squadron  were  used  to  transpoit  such  portions  of  the  army  as  had  not 
been  disbanded,  to  the  Niagara  frontier,  while  others  remained  in  charge  of 
Gen.  Cass,  Governor  of  Michigaxj,  to  be  used  in  carrying  supplies  for  the 
western  posts. 

perry’s  RETC'RN  to  ERIE. 

At  Detroit,  Perry  received  a letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  promot- 
ing him  to  the  rank  of  Post  Captain,  dating  from  the  lOtli  of  September, 
granting  him  leave  of  absence  to  visit  his  family,  and  assigning  him  to  com- 
mand at  Newport  until  a suitable  ship  should  be  provided  for  him.  Taking 
IlaiTison  and  his  staff,  who  had  been  ordered  to  Fort  George,  on  board  the 
Ariel,  ho  sailed  for  Erie,  v.diere  the  Niagara  was  ordered  to  meet  him.  At 
Put-in-Bay,  he  stopped  to  meet  Barclay,  whom  he  found  much  improved,  and 
to  whom  he  communicated  the  good  news  that  ho  had -secured  a parole  for  him 
to  go  home  to  England.  The  British  commander  and  his  attending  Surgeon 
were  invited  to  join  the  party,  aud  willingly  accepted.  The  Ariel,  with  her 
distinguished  passengers,  arrived  at  Erie  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  of  October, 
where  Perry  was  destined  to  bo  disappointed  in  his  expressed  hope  that  he 
might  be  able  to  laud  without  any  demonstration.  As  the  vessol  appeai-ed  off 
the  point  of  the  peninsula,  two  held  pieces  greeted  her  with  a national  salute. 
A large 'delegation  of  citizens  met  Perry  at  the  foot  of  French  street,  escorted 
him  and  his  party  to  Duncan’s  Hotel  at  the  corner  of  Third  aud  French  streets, 
and  almost  smothered  him  with  congratulations.  In  the  evening,  the  town 
was  illuminated  and  a torch-light  procession  paraded  the  streets.  Ever 
thoughtful  and  magnanimous,  Perry  had  requested  that  no  noise  or  display 
should  be  made  near  the  hotel  to  annoy  the  wounded  Commodore,  a desire 
that  was  courteously  complied  with.*  The  Niagara  arrived  at  Erie  the 

*The  N'orwi.  h i(’onn.l  Courier  of  Maroh  4,  ISM,  st.-\te.4  that  “a  piihiic  dinner  and  ii.all  were  given  to  (.’apt. 
Barclay  at  Terrebonne.  Canada,  on  the  20th  of  February.  Among  the  voluntary  toasts,  this  gallant  but  un- 
fortunate olheer  gave  the  following;  ‘Commudore  Ferry,  the  gallant  and  generous  eueiuy.' " 
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afternoon  of  tlie  same  day  as  tlio  Ariel.  The  forenoon  of  the  23d  Perry  em- 
ployed in  a visit  to  the  Lawrence,  which  lay  at  Anchor  in  Misery  Bay,  and  in 
the  afternoon  he  sailed  foi'  B)uffaIo,  accompanied  by  Harrison  and  Barclay. 
Beaching  tliat  place  on  the  2-1-th,  he  tnrm-xl  over  the  command  on  the  Upper 
Lakes  to  Elliott,  and  journeyed  eastward  by  land  “ rnnid  a blaze  of  rejoicing  ” 
to  his  Bhode  Island  home. 

The  battle  of  Lake  Ei'ie  raised  Perry  from  obscurity  to  world-wide  renown. 
Congress  passed  a vote  of  th.anks  to  him  and  his  officers  and  meri,  and  be- 
stowed gold  medals  upon  both  Perry  and  Elliott.  President  Madison,  in  his 
message  some  time  after,  referred ‘to  the  victory  as  one  “never  surpassed  in 
luster.”  The  thanks  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  were  voted  to 
Perry  and  Elliott,  gold  medals  were  ordered  for  both,  and  silver  medals  for 
those  citizens  of  the  State  who  served  on  board  the  squadron.  In  addition  to 
these  honors,  the  General  Grovernraent  granted  silver  medals  and  swords  to 
the  other  living  officers,  a medal  and  sword  to  the  nearest  male  relative  of  each 
of  the  dead  commissioned  officers,  and  three  .months’  pay  to  all  the  petty  offi- 
cers, seamen,  marines  and  infantry  who  fought  on  board  the  tleet.  The  British 
vessels  were  prized  at  §255,000,  of  which  Sl‘2,750  went  to  Commodore  Chaun- 
cey,  §7,140  apiece  to  both  Perry  and  Elliott,  §2,295  to  each  Commander  of  a 
gUTiboat,  I.ieutenaut,  Sailing  'Master,  and  Cajhain  of  Marines,  §S11  to  each 
midshi]iman,  §447  to  each  petty  officer,  and  §209  to  each  marine  and  sailor. 
Congress  made  a special  grant  of  §5,000  to  Perry  to  make  up  for  a defect  in 
the  law  which  excluded  him  from  a portion  of  the  prize  money  for  his  special 
command,  making  a total  of  §P2,()00,  which  was  quite  a fortune  for  those  days. 

I'erry  never  returned  to  the  scenes  of  his  youthful  trials  and  triumphs. 
After  a suitable  period  of  rest,  “ he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Java,  a 
first-class  frigate,  and  sailed  to  the  Mediterranean.  Beturning,  he  was  sent 
wutb  a small  squadron  to  the  AVest  Indies.  AVhile  there,  he  was  attacked  by 
yellow  fever,  and  died  on  the  anniversary  of  his  birthday  (August  23),  at  the 
em4y  age  of  thirty-four.  His  remains  were  buried  at  Port  Spain,  Trinidad, 
where  they  rested  until  .1820,  when  they  were  moved  in  a sloop-of-war  to 
New})ort,  B,  I,,  and  re-interred  with  great  ceremony.  The  State  of  Bhode 
Island  erected  a granite  monument  to  his  memory.” 

THE  WINTEK  OF  1813-14. 

The  season  being  well  advanced,  Elliott  ordered  the  vessels  into  winter 
quarters — the  Ariel  and  Chippewa  going  to  Buffalo,  where  the}'  were  driven 
ashore  and  went  to  pieces;  the  Trippe  and  Little  Belt  to  Black  Rock,  where 
they  -ymre  burned  by  the  British  when  they  crossed  over  to  Buffalo,  and  the 
balance  of  the  septadron  to  Erie.  Those  in  our  harbor  were  mooreil  in  Alis- 
ery  Bay,  where  preparations  were  made  for  their  defense,  a rumor  l.'eing  cur- 
rent that  the  British,  in  revenge  for  their  defeats,  were  planning  an  expedition 
to  cross  the  ice  and  destroy  the  shipping  and  village.  Among  the  fortifications 
provided  at  this  time  were  two  block-houses — one  on  Garrison  Hill,  and  the 
other  on  the  tongue  of  laud  between  Alisery  Bay  and  the  bay  proper.  The 
first  of  these  was  burned  in  1832.  and  the  second  in  October,  1S53,  the  tires  in 
both  cases  being  charged  to  incendiaries. 

To  return  to  the  land  foi'ces;  AVe  find  in  the  State  Archives,  under  date  of 
September  20.  1S13,  mention  made  by  the  Governor’s  Secretary  of  the  men 
who  had  been  called  out  by  Col.  Wallace,  stating  that  the  call  was  not  author- 
ized by  law,  and  the  expenses  incurred  could  only  be  ptiid  by  special  act  of  the 
Legislature.  This  has  reference,  probably,  to  the  militia  who  came  for  the 
protection  of  the  tleet  just  before  it  sailed  up  the  lake.  On  the  oOth  of  Docem- 
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bsr,  word  roacliod  Erie  that,  au  army  of  British  and  Indians  had  landed  at 
Black  Itock.  forced  our  army  to  retreal,  burned  the  villages  of  Black  Rock  and 
Buffalo,  captured  and  destroyed  the  Grovermnent  vo.ssels,  and,  Hushed  with 
triumph,  were  advancing  up  the  lake  for  the.  purpose  of  cajituring  Erie.  The 
most  terrifying  rumors  were  put  in  circulation,  and  the  excitement  ran  so  high 
that  many  citi/cons  retnoved  their  families  and  effects  to  the  interior.  The 
troops  at  Erie  only  numbered  2,00()  men,  while  the  hostile  force  was  reported 
at  3,000.  The  tirst  brigade  of  Gen.  Mead’s  command  was  ordered  into  serv- 
ice, and  came  together  hurriedly,  increasing  the  defensive  force  to  about 
4,000.  Happily,  the  alarm  proved  to  be  false,  but  one  delusive  report  came 
after  another  so  fast  that  a considerable  body  of  troops  was  kept  at  Erie  dur- 
ing most  of  the  winter.  Many  of  the.se  men  were  suljstii.ntes,  and  all  were 
poorly  furnished  with  arms  and  eLpiipmeut.s.  The  principal  camp  was  just 
north  of  the  First  Pre.sbyterian  Church,  \vhero  the  ground  was  covered  with 
low  log  barracks,  most  of  which  burned  down  soon  after  they  were  abandoned. 
The  records  show  that  the  Erie  County  mililia  were  ordered  out  on  the  3d  of 
January,  1814,  and  discharged  on  the  ensuing  7th  of  February-  On  the  lOth 
of  January,  the  Governor  notified  the  Secretary  of  War  that  a portion  of 
Mead’s  command  had  been  ordered  out,  and  suggested  that  as  they  had  ren- 
dered almost  unremitting  service  during  the  past  eighteen  months,  it  would  be 
nothing  more  than  just  to  relieve  them  by  “militia  drawn  from  sections  that 
had  hitherto  been,  excused  by  I'easonof  their  remoteness  fro,in  Ibe  seat  of  war.” 
A letter  was  received  by  the  Governor  on  the  iSth  of  January  from  Gen.  IMoad, 
reciting  that  when  Perry  was  ready  to  sail  ho  was  deficient  in  men;  that  he 
requested  him  to  iuduee  some  of  his  troops  to  volunteer  for  service  on  the 
vessels,  which  one  hundred  did,  and  that  he  promised  they  should  receive  pay 
as  militiamen  upon  their  return.  To  fultill  his  pledge,  the  General  borrowed 
S500,  which  he  asked  to  have  refunded.  On  the  iSth  of  January,  1,000  militia 
fromjCumberland  and  adjoining  counties  were  ordered  to  rendezvous  at  Erie 
by  the  Sth  of  March,  N.  B.  Boileau  being  appointed  their  Colonel  command- 
ant. February  1,  Gen.  Mead  vras  directed  to  retain  his  detachment  in 
service  until  the  arrival  of  the  above  troops.  A letter  from  the  Governor’s 
Secretary,  of  the  date  of  February  17,  refers  to  Gen.  Mead’s  complaints 
that  the  troops  of  his  command  had  not  been  paid  on  tho  3d  of  March.  Gov. 
Snyder  wrote  to  Gen.  Mead  in  reference  to  a requisition  upon  him  by  Maj. 
Martin,  of  the  regular  array,  for  2,000  men  to  defend  Erie  and  the  lieet.  ar- 
guing that  it  was  unuecessaiy,  and  refusing  to  give  his  assent. 

- A FATAL  DUEL. 

The  winter  was  one  of  intense  excitement  in  consequence  of  the  frequent 
false  alarms  and  the  presence  of  so  large  a number  of  idle  men.  The  prize 
money  distributed  among  the  Jleet  led  to  much  dissipation.  The  main  topic  of 
discussion,  when  matters  were  sufficiently  quiet  to  allow  of  controversy',  re- 
lated to  the  respective  merits  of  Perry  and  Elliott,  many  freely  charging  the 
latter  with  poltroonery  during  the  battle  of  September  10,  while  others,  and 
especially  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Niagara,  defended  him  as  a brave  man, 
who  had  been  the  victim  of  adverse  circumstances. 

A duel  growing  out  of  one  of  tlieso  disputes  took  place  near  the  cor- 
ner of  Third  and  Sassafras  streets,  between  Mid.shipman  Senat,  wdio  command- 
ed tho  Porcupine  during  the  light,  and  Acting  Ma.ster  iMcDouald,  resulting  in 
the  death  of  the  former.  Of  this  encounter,  Oapt.  N.  W.  Russell  wrote  as  fol- 
lows to  the  Erie  Dispatch ; 

“ William  Hoskinson,  then  a good  sized  boy,  witnessed  it.  It  occurred  on 
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cr  near  tlie  situation  of  a dwelling  belonging  to  Gideon  J.  Hall,  in  which  ho 
formerly  lived,  corner  of  Third  and  Sassafras  streets.  Encircled  by  trees, 
wdthout  human  liabication  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  it  was  a fitting  spot  for 
such  a meeting  and  such  a scene.  The  judncipals  were  na\w  officers,  named 
Seuat  and  JleDonald.  who  had  quarreled  wldle  engaged  in  card-playing,  and 
who  agreed  to  settle  the  difficulty  in  the  manner  indicated.  Pisfols  were  the 
chosen  weapons,  and  Lieutenant  Montgomery  and  Dr.  John  C.  M'allace  the 
seconds,  the  fiumer  rejuesenting  Senat,  and  the  latter  McDonald.  Quietly 
conducted,  only  a small  number  of  invited  friends  assembled  on  the  occasion, 
Mhlliam  Hoskinson  having  accidentally  seen  the  gathering  and  gone  to  the 
place  under  the  inlluence  of  a spirit  of  juvenile  curiosity.  Senat  fell  mortal- 
Iv  wounded  by  the  lirst  tire.  iMcDouald  at  once  fled,  thereby  escaping  arrest 
and  punishment.  It  W'as  said  of  him  that  ho  had  foug;ht  several  duels,  with  a 
■result  each  time  similar  to  that  realized  in  this  case.  Senat’ s engagement  to 
an  Eric  lady  added  to  the  interest  and  painfulness  of  the  tragedy.” 

The  following  correspondence  passed  bet^reen  Elliott  and  Ferry  in  conse- 
quence of  the  damaging  reports  against  the  former  officer; 

United  States  Beig  Ntagaua,  Per  in  Bat,  SeirtemLor  17,  1813. 

Sm — I am  infoiricjd  a report  ha.s  been  ciicalalccl  by  some  malicious"  iierson,  prejudicial 
to  my  ve.;scl  when  engaged  rvith  the  cneiuy’.s  fleet.  I will  thank  } ou  it  you  will  with 
candor  state  to  me  the  conduct  of  rnysclf,  oliicers  and  crew, 

Itespectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

Caiw.  Perky.  Jesse  D.  Elliott. 

Uniteu  States  Sciiconit;  Auiei.,  Pn  tn  Bay,  September  18,  1&13. 

3tv  Feat;  Sin — I received  your  note  last  evening  after  1 bad  tunicd  iu,  or  1 should  have 
answered  it  immediately.  I am  indignant  that  any  report  should  lie  circulated  as  preju- 
dicial to  your  character  as  respects  the  action  of  the  loth.  It  affords  rue  great  plea.sure  to 
assure  you  that  the  conduct  of  yourself,  oliicers  and  crew  was  such  as  to  meet  my  warm- 
est approbation;  ami  1 consider  tlie  cii'ciimstances  of  your  volunteering  and  bringing  the 
small  vessels  into  close  action,  as  contributing  largely  to  the  victory.  I sliall  ever  believe 
it  a premeditated  plan  to  dc.stroy  our  commanding  vccsscl.  I have  no  driubt  had  not  the 
Queen  Charlotte  have  run  from  the  ^Niagara,  from  the  superior  order  1 ob.served  her  in,  you 
would  have  taken  her  in  twenty  minutes. 

With  sentiments  of  esteem,  1 am,  dear  sir,  your  friend  and  obedient  servant. 

Cart.  Elliott.  O.  II.  Perry. 

THE  CAMPAIGN"  OF  1814. 

As  soon  as  the  ice  was  out  of  the  lake,  Elliott  sent  Dobbins  on  a ernise 
between  Erie  and  Lons;  Point,  to  obtain  information  of  the  enemy’s  move- 

O ^ • 

ments  and  intercept  any  supjdies  that  might  be  going  by  water.* 

In  April,  the  Lake  Erie  scpiadron  was  made  a separate  command,  Elliott,  at 
his  own  recjupst,  being  ordered  to  Lake  Ontario,  and  being  sncceeded  by  Capt. 
Arthnr  Sinclair.  An  cNpeditiou  against  Iffiackinaw  was  planned.  The  Law- 
rence and  Niagara  were  rendered  seaworthy,  the  Detroit  and  Queen  Charlotte 
were  brought  from  Pnt-in-Bay  to  Erie,  and  the  squadron  sailed  for  Ihe  ujiper 
lakes  on  the  25th  of  June,  taking  on  GOO  trot'jis  at  Detroit  and  500  at  Port 


♦Below  are  extracts  froDi  the  Norwich  tCouu.)  (\vrie.r^  of  June  lo  and  22, 1>14: 


[June  S.] 

rANANDAKULs,  .^^ay  24. 

We  are  infoniied  by  a Mr.  Broughton,  who  has  just  reaciietl  here  from  Erie,  tlut  tlie  J'orco  wli ich  lately 
sailed  from  that  place  on  a secret  expediiion,  landed  at  Lons:  I'oint,  Tanada,  wlu-re  they  fire  to  ilio  houses, 
in  wiiat  is  called  I.-oi.t?  f’oint  seitlement,  by  which  aboui  one  hundred  dwellinij  bouses  and  all  the  otiuT  build- 
ings for  a distance  of  eight  miles  into  the  intei-ior  were  destroyed,  besides  a number  of  grist  mills  on  J'atter- 
son's  Creek. 

[June  h").] 

Of  the  attach  on  Long  Point  no  odicial  aecount  ha.s  been  published.  The  Pittsburgh  a ministe- 

rial paper,  states  tlia;  oiir  troops  paid  no  res]ioet  to  either  ]>uhlic  f»r  private  property,  hut  tiurnt  and  jilundered 
all  tliey  came  across,  and  then  rciurnetl  to  I'ric  in  safety.  The  2*lPTCin'i!  speaks  oi  these  excesses  in  ttnns  of 
the  highest  indignation,  afjd  we  hupu  none  of  oiir  frontfer  towns  may  be  laid  in  ruins  on  account  of  tiiem. 


[Junc22] 

An  article  from  Erie  meution.s  that  the  British  and  Indians  are  lunuerous  about  I.ong  Point,  and  that  they 
had  set  fire  to  all  the  hou-sos  that  were  standing  in  th“  neighhurhood  when  our  troops  left,  as  it  appears  they 
belonged  to  persons  friendly  to  the  I'nited  States. 
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Gratiot.  Ileacliing  Mackinaw,  and  tiudiug  it  well  defended  by  the  Briti.sh,  a 
force  was  landed  on  the  east  side  of  the  island.  Their  attack  was  roj)ulsed,  one 
general  officer  on  the  American  side  being  kille<l,  and  the  expedition  retnriied 
to  Erie  with  the  exception  of  the  Scorpion  and  Tigress.  These  vessels 
wore  surprised  and  ca}5tured  at  the  lower  end  of  Lake  Kirron.  by  a body  of 
British  and  India.ns,  who  boarded  them  in  boats  at  night.  .Sinclair  left  the 
Lawrence,  wliich  was  in  bad  condition,  at  Erie,  and.  with  the  balance  of  the 
Sfjiiadron  conveyed  a portion  of  the  trooi)S  to  Buffalo.  Romainiug  there  a few 
days,  he  suddenly  came  back  to  Erie,  leaving  the  Somers  and  Ohio,  from  which 
Dobbins  had  been  detached,  at  the  lower  end  of  the  lake.  Shortly  afterward, 
those  vessels,  vrhile  lying  at  ancho)'  at  Fort  Erie,  were  boarded  at  night,  and 
captured  by  a British  party,  making  six  that  were  destroyed  by  the  enemj' 
after  the  battle. 

Here  close  the  features  of  the  war  that  are  of  special  interest  to  the  people 
of  Erie  County.  The  militia  seem  to  have  been  dismis.sed  in  the  spring, 
though  there  mast  have  been  an  attempt  to  keep  them  ready  for  service,  as  we 
learn  that  two  or  three  hundred  men  attended  a battalion  drill,  May  IS,  at 
Alai'tiu  .Strong’s.  The  fears  for  the  safety  of  Erie  do  not  ap-pear  to  have  sub- 
sided, for  reference  is  made  to  the  subject  in  a letter  from  the  Governor,  of 
August  3,  to  Com.  Kennedy,  who  succeeded  Sinclair  in  command  of  the 
squadron.  There  is  nothing  to  show  that  the  fleet  I'enderod  any  service  of 
consequence  after',,  ard.  A treaty  of  peace  was  concluded  at  Ghent  on  the  24th 
of  December.  1814,  ratified  bv  the  Senate  on  the  17th  of  Eebrnary  sttcceedinrp, 
and  joyfully  welcomed  by  the  people  of  both  nations. 

INCIDENTS  OF  THE  WAR. 

There  were  few  able-bodied  male  residents  of  the  county  who  were  not 
obliged  to  serve  in  the  militia  at  some  time  during  the  war.  The  alarms  were 
sent  over  the  country  by  runners,  who  went  from  house  to  house  stirring  up  the 
inhabitants.  It  happened  more  than  once  that  whole  townships  were  i.iearly 
depopulated  by  their  male  citizens.  One  Sunday  the  news  that  Erie  was  in 
danger  of  attack  reached  Mercer  while  ilev.  Mr.  Tait  wa.s  preaching  in  the 
court  house.  The  sermon  was  stopped,  the  thrilling  tidings  announced  from 
ttie  pulpit,  the  congregation  dismissed,  and  preparations  begun  for  marching 
to  the  lake.  Many  jokes  were  perpetrated  at  the  expense  of  the  timid.  On  a 
certain  night  while  the  tleet  was  building,  some  wags  removed  the  swivel  be- 
longing to  Gen.  Kelso  to'  the  foot  of  French  street,  loaded  it  with  powder, 
affixed  a trail  to  the  touch -hole,  and  set  it  off  when  they  had  got  away  to  a safe 
distance.  The  explosion  aroused  every  person  in  the  town,  the  -word  was 
quickly  passed  that  the  dreaded  foe  had  come  at  last,  the  Women,  children  and 
valuable.s  were  sent  into  the  back  country,  and  for  awhile  there  was  the  wildest 
state  of  agitation.  On  another  occa.-^ion,  three  boiutis  were  fired  off  us  a joke 
near  the  same  place,  with  almost  similar  results.  At  a later  ]>eriod,  a party  re- 
turned from  the  peninsula,  reporting  that  they  had  seen  three  British  spies. 
A detachment  of  militia  was  sent  to  reconnoiter  and  found  three  red  oxen 
browsing  away  in  utter  innocence  of  the  trouble  they  had  provoked. 

DISPOSAL  OF  THE  VESSELS. 

The  naval  station*  at  Erie  Avas  kept  up  until  1S25,  passing  successively 

*T)ie  navy  yai\i  is  thus  (k’.scrihe.l  \>y  t a)'t.  liusicll,  in  the  cummunii’atiou  beluro  iviorreU  to : “ The  location 
of  the  new  works  wa*  occupie'-l  for  ifie  purpo'.c.  ^rurruundinK  it  were  pickets  about  tiflC'Mi  feet  lu-^b.  In  a 
neighboring  ravine  were  two  lish  pviuds,  somewluu  elevated,  water  ])ouring  over  one  next  to  tiio  bay.  fonuiug  a 
beautiful  landscape.  .Shaded  by  forest  trees,  it  wa.s  quite  an  attiuetlve  suiuincr -resort.  Uu  the  bank  above, 
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under  the  command  of  Capt.  Daniel  S.  Dexter,  Ineut.  George  Pierce,  Capt. 
David  Deacon  and  Capt.  George  Budd.  In  1815,  orders  were  issued  to  dis- 
pose of  tlie  vessels  to  the  best  advantage.  The  Lawrence,  Detroit  and  Queen 
Charlotte  were  sunk  for  preservation  in  IMisery  Bay;  the  Caledonia  and  Lady 
Prevo-st  were  sold  and  co.nverted  into  merchant  vessels;  the  Porcupine,  was 
transferred  to  the  revenue  service,  and  the  Niaga}’a  was  kept  alloat  as  a receiv- 
ing ship  for  some  years,  uhen  she  was  beaclied  on  the  northeast  side  of  Misery 
Bay.  At  the  auction  of  Governmeut  property,  upon  the  breaking  up  of  the 
naval  station  in  1825,  the  Lawi’ence,  Detroit,  Niagara  and  Queen  Charlotte 
were  purcha.=ed  by  a IMr.  Brosvn,  of  Rochester,  who  re-sold  them  in  1830  to 
Capt.  George  Miles  and  others.  They  raised  some  of  the  vessels,  intending  to 
fit  them  up  for  the  merchant  service.  The  Detroit  and  Queen  Charlotte  were 
found  in  tolerable  condition,  but  the  Lawrence,  being  so  badly  riddled  that  she 
was  not  worth  repairing,  was  again  allowed  to  sink  in  the  waters  of  the  bay. 
After  some  years  of  duty,  the  Detroit  was  dismantled  and  sent  adrift  to  go 
over  Niagara  Falls  as  a spectacle,  certainly  an  inglorious  end  for  such  a famoirs 
ship.  Capt.  Miles  transferred  his  interest  in  the  Law'rence  and  Niagara  to 
Leander  Dobbins  in  1857.  who  in  turn  disposed  of  the  Lawrence  in  1875  to 
John  Duula]')  and  Thomas  J.  Tiers.  In  the  spring  of  1876, 'the  latter  had  her 
raised,  cut  in  two  and  transported  on  cars  to  Philadelphia  for  exhibition  at  the 
Centennial,  anticipating  a small  fortune  by  the  enterprise.  The  people,  how- 
ever, would  not  believe  that  a vessel  no  larger  than  a modern  canal  boat  was 
i-he  famous  Lawronca.  T’le  show  proved  a disastrous  financial  failure,  and  the 
old  hulk  was  finally  purchased  by  a firm  v/ho  expected  to  realize  something  by 
converting  her  into  relics.  The  Niagara  was  never  removed  from  the  place 
where  she  was  beached,  and  some  of  her  timbers  are  still  to  be  seen.  Associa- 
tions fur  tbe  erection  of  a monument  to  Perry  were  formed  both  in  1835  and 
in  1850,  but  were  allowed  to  die  out.  A petition  was  sent  to  Congress  in  1850 
asking  an  appropriation  of  820,000,  provided  the  State  would  give  as  much 
more. 

AMERICAN  ARMY  OfTICERS. 

The  following  is  a partial  list  of  array  officers  from  this  and  other  counties 
of  the  Northwest,  w'ho  participated  in  the  war,  most  of  w’hom  made  Erie  their 
headquarters: 

Quartermaster  General.  M'ilson  tmith,  1812-14.  Commissary  General, 
Callendar  Irvine.  Major  Generals,  Sixteenth  Division — David  Mead.  1812-14; 
John  Phillips,  1814.  Brigadier  Generals,  First  'Brigade,  Sixteenth  Division — 
Joliu  Kelso,  1812-14;  Henry  Hurst.  HI 4.  Second  Brigade — Thomas  Gra- 
ham, 1812.  Brigade  Inspector,  First  Brigade,  Sixteenth  Division — \\  iiliam 
Clark;  Second  Brigade,  Samuel  Powers.  Paymaster,  John  Phillips,  .1812-13. 
Major  and  Lieutenant  Colonel,  Dr.  John  C.  M’allace.  Commissaries,  Rufus 
S.  Reed,  Stephen  IVolvertou.  Sergeant  Major,  Henry  Colt. 

The  members  of  Capt.  Thomas  Foster's  company  of  “ Erie  Light  Infantry,  ” 
W’ho  spent  tbe  winter  of  1812  at  Bnti’alo,  w’ere  as  follows;  First  Lieutenant, 
Thomas  Rees;  Ensign,  Thomas  Stewart;  First  Sergeant.  Thomas  M'ilkius; 
Second  Sergeant.  John  Hay:  Drummer,  Ira  Glazier;  Fifer.  Rufus  Clough; 
Privates — Archibald  MeSparren,  George  Kelley,  John  Sloan.  YVilliam  Murray, 
Jonas  Duncan,  John  Clough,  John  M'oodside,  M'illiam  Duncan,  John  Eakeus, 

directly  south  of  the  present  Mast  furnace,  5vas  a clearing  of  several  acres  cultivated  for  garden  u.sea  and  kc[)t  in 
excellent  condition  V>y  the  navy  yard  sailors  an<l  marines. 

The  "reut  gun.s  used  by  f'erry  and  those  captured  by  him  from  the  i>riti.sli  reb»:iined  iu  the  Krio  Xavy 
Yard  until  ilie  fall  of  l^'JdHvhen  they  M’ere  1 ransferrod  to  Iheonc  at  IJruoklyu,  N.  V.  (ui  tbe coiiipletion  '»f  the 
Trie  < anal,  they  were  placed  at  inter  s als  u»f  ten  luilos  along  tliat  iiuiuuvement.  W ium  the  hrst  jieet  of  boal.s  k-ft 
Butfalo,  they  were  fired  in  rapid  succession  J^»y  this  moans  the  people  of  Xew  York  City  were  noticed  of  ibe' 
departure  of  the  boats  in  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes.’’ 
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George  S.  Rnsseil,  John  E.  Lupsley,  J’eter  Giawosz,  Jacob  Carmack,  William 
Henderson,  Robert  Irwin.  Ebenezer  Dwiiinell.  Samuel  Hays,  Thomas  Laird, 
John  kV.  Eiell.  Robert  NtcDonald.  Thomas  Hughes,  Kobert  Rrown,  John  Mor- 
ris, George  Buehler,  William  Lattimore,  James  E.  Herron,  Simeon  Lunn, 
Adam  Arbuckle.  Stephen  A\'olverton,  Francis  Scott,  Thomas  Yance. 

Rufus  S.  Reed  and  Stephen  Wolverton  had  large  contracts  during  the  war, 
the  hatter  tor  boarding  the.  ship-builders,  the  former  to  supply  the  upper  lalte 
forts  with.  Hour,  beef,  pork  and  whisky.  Among  those  who  came  to  Erie  as 
ship-builders  and  became  permanent  residents  of  the  town  were  John  Justice. 
John  Richards  and  Jeremiah  Osborne. 

The  close  of  the  war  found  the  people  of  Erie  County,  y ith  rare  exceptions, 
very  poor.  Of  money  there  was  scarcely  any,  and  the  constant  alarms,  com- 
pelling them  to  neglect  their  crops,  l-Hi  them  with  nothing  to  sell.  To  add  to 
their  misfortunes,  the  crops  of  1815-16  were  nearly  a failure,  making  their  con- 
dition actually  deplorable. 

Three  of  the  men  who  fought  with  Perry  were  living  in  the  county  in  1861, 
viz.:  Renjamiu  Fleming^  and  Daniel  Metzeuburgh,  of  Erie,  and  J.  Murray, 
of  Girard.  The  last  survivor  of  the  battle  was  John  Rice,  whose  death 
occurred  in  Shelby  County,  Ohio,  on  the  Sth  of  February,  1880,  in  the  nineti- 
eth year  of  his  age. 

THE  STORY  OP  JAMES  TURD. 

Tt  has  been  stated  that  among  the  militia  who  came  on  for  the  defense  of 
Erie  was  a company  from  Luzerne  County.  They  were  known  as  the  “ Kings- 
ton Volunteers.”  One  of  their  number  was  James  Bird,  a young  man  from 
Centre  County.  While  the  tleet  was  building.  Bird  was  the  Sergeant  in  charge 
of  a guard  who  were  placed  over  the  storehouse.  The  party,  led  by  Bird, 
became  disorderly,  appropriated  goods  to  their  own  use,  reiu.sed  admission  to 
the  proper  officers,  and  wore  only  brought  into  submission  after  a six-pounder 
had  been  loaded  and  placed  into  position  so  as  to  blow  them  to  j>ieces.  Diffi- 
culty being  found  in  procuring  marines,  the  ofl'en.'e  of  these  men  was  con- 
doned, on  condition  that  they  should  volunteer  to  serve  on  board  the  fleet. 
This  they  did,  and  Bird  fought  gallantly  on  the  Lawrence,  receiving  a severe 
’wound.  In  the  spring  of  1814,  another  warehouse  having  been  fitted  up  at 
the  month  of  Mill  Creek.  Bird  was  one  of  the  guard  assigned  for  its  protec- 
tion. He  and  John  Rankin,  another  marine,  took  advantage  of  the  opportit- 
uity  to  desert.  They  were  recognized  shortly  after  at  a country  tavern  in  5Ier- 
cer  County  !>y  Charles  M.  Reed,  then  a boy.  traveling  on  horseback  to  school 
in  Washinglon  Counts.  A few  miles  fnrtlior  on,  young  Reed  met  the  party 
who  were  in  pursuit  of  the  deserters,  whom  he  notified  of  their  whereabouts. 
They  were  taken  back  to  Eile,  tried  by  court  martial,  and  condemned  to  death. 

A sailor  named  John  Davis,  who  had  deserted  several  times,  vvas  tried  and 
sentenced  with  them.  Much  discussion  ensued  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  and 
militia,  who  sympathized  to  a large  extent  with  Bird  and  his  comrades.  Strong 
efforts  were  made  to  have  the  sentence  of  Bird  commuted  to  imprisonment,  on 
account  of  his  bravery  on  the  fOth  of  September,  but  Pre.sident  Madison  de- 
clined to  interfere,  on  the  ground  that  he  “must  suffer  as  an  example  to  others.” 
Their  e.xecution  took  place  in  October,  1814,  on  board  the  Niagara,  lying  at 
anchor  in  Misery  Bay,  Bird  and  Rankin  being  shot,  and  Davis  hung  at  the 
yard  arm.  The  bodies  were  inten’ed  on  the  sand  beach,  east  of  the  mouth  of 
Mill  Creek.  The  most  absurd  stories  were  circulated  in  connection  with  the 

* I’-onjauiiii  Fleming' vas  born  iu  LewFtori.  iK'l.,  July  ns'2.  iI-3  cruui^  to  Krte  u'ith  a detachment  for 
Perry’s  fleet,  ar.d  liv^d  in  J^rie  until  his  death.  Ifo  died  in  Frie,  in  May,  and  was  buried  in  the  cemetery 
with  naval  and  uiilitary  honors. 
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nflair,  and  a string  of  rhyme,  'vvriitou  by  some  ioeal  “ poet,”  olevaiing  Bird  into 
a hero,  and  surrounding  him  with  a halo  of  romance,  was  sung  and  cpxoted  by 
the  popiUiace  for  m:iny  Vt  a.'’s  after  the  event. 

OITICIAL  EEPOKT  01'  THE  BIUTISU  COMMANDER; 

The  following  is  the  report  of  the  battle  on  Lake  Erie,  forwarded  by  Capt. 
Barclay  to  the  British  Naval  Department: 

Hi>  a.testy'.s  date  ship  Dkthoit,  ) 
rcT-ix-BAY,  Laice  IhuE,  September  12.  \ 

SiK — The  last  letter  T had  the  honor  of  writing  to  you,  dated  the  hth  inst.,  inforraed 
you  that  unless  certain  intimation  was  received  of  more  seamen  being  on  their  way  to 
Amtiersiburg,  I shotdd  be  obliged  to  sail  rvith  tiie  ^riuadron  deplorably  nianucd  as  it  was, 
to  light  the  enemy  ovho  blockaded  tlie  piort)  to  enable  us  to  get  supplies  of  provisions  and 
stores  of  every  descriptiop. ; so  perfectly  destitute  of  provisions  was  the  port  tliat  Lhcrewas 
not  a day’s  llour  in  store,  and  the  crews  of  tiie  squadron  under  my  command  were  on  lialf 
allowauee  of  many  tiling',  and  wlien  that  was  done  tbei'e  was  nomoi  e.  Such  were  tiie  mo- 
tives V liicli  induced  IMai.  Gen.  Proctor  (wlioin  by  your  instructions  1 was  directed  to  con- 
sult, ami  viiose  wishes  t was  enjoined  to  execuii;,  so  far  as  related  to  die  good  of  tiic  coim- 
try)  to  concur  in  the  necessity  of  a battle  being  risked,  under t)ic  many  disadvantages 
wfiieli  I labored;  and  it  now  remains  for  me.  the,  most  melanclioly  task,  to  relate  to  you 
tiie  imfortuDate  issue  of  tliat  battle,  as  well  as  tiie  many  untoward  circumstances  ttiat  led 
to  tliat  e\ ent. 

No  intelligence  of  seamen  hardng  arrived,  I sailed  on  tlic  Ptii  inst.,  fully  e.xpecling  to 
meet  tiie  enemy  next  morning,  as  they  had  been  seen  among  the  islands;  nor  was  [ mis- 
taken; soon  after  dayligh.t  they  were  seen  in  motion  iu  .Put-iii-Baj',  tiie  tvind  tlien  at 
southwest  a:ui  light,  giving  us  the  weather  gauge:  1 bore  up  with  them  iu  hopes  of  bring- 
ing them  to  action  among  tiie  isli.nds,  imt  that  intention  was  soon  frustrated  by  llie  wind 
suddenly  sliifting  to  the  soutiieasi,  wliicli  biougiit  tiie  eueniv  directly  to  windward.  Tiie 
line  was  formed liccording  to  a given  plan,  so  tliat  eacli  ship  might  be  supported  against 
the  superior  force  of  tiic  two  brigs  opposed  to  tlicm.  About  10  the  enemy  had  cleared  the 
islands  and  immediately  bore  np,  under  easy  sail  iu  a line  alireast,  eacli  lirig  being  also  sup- 
ported by  the  small  vessels.  At  a quarter  before  12  I commenci d tiie  action  liv  a few  long 
guns;  about  a quarter  past  the  American  Commodore,  also  supported  by  two  scliooners, 
one  carryiug  four  long  twelve-pounders,  tiie  otlier  a long  thin y-two  and  twenty -four 
pounder,  came  to  close  action  with  tiie  Detroit:  the  other  brig  of  tiie  enemy  apparentlj' 
destined  to  engage  the  Queen  Cliarlotte,  supported  in  like  manner  by  two  schoODers,  kept 
so  far  to  windward  as  to  render  the  (lueen  Charlotte’s  twenty-pound  carronades  useless, 
while  slie  svas  witli  tiie  Lady  Prevost,  exposed  to  tiie  heavy  and  destructive  hre  of  tiie  Cal- 
edonia and  four  other  sehonners.  armed  willi  long  and  lieavy  .giuis,  like  those  I have  al- 
read}'  described.  Too  .soon,  alas,  was  I deprived  of  tiie  services  of  tiie  noble  and  intrepid 
Cajit.  F'innis,  who  soon  after  tiie  comnienceiuent  of  the  action  fed,  and  with  him  fell  my 
greatest  support;  soon  after  Lieut.  Stokes  of  tiie  Queen  Charlotte  was  struck  senseless  by 
a spliiUer,  wliicli  deprived  tiie  country  of  his  services  at  tins  _critical  period. 

The  action  continued  with  great  fury  until  iialf  pa^;t  two,  wlien  I perceived  mj"  oppo- 
nent drop  astern,  and  a boat  passing  from  liim  to  tiie  Niagara  (winch  vessel  was  at  this  lime 
perfectly  fresli);  tiie  American  Commodore  seeing  that  as  yet  the  day  was  against  him 
(his  vessel  having  struck  as  soon  as  he  left  hevi,  and  also  tiie  vcr\  di  fenseles.s  state  of  the 
Detroit,  which  ship  was  now  a perfect  wreck,  priucip:dl}'  from  tiie  raking  fire  of  tiic  guu- 
l>oats,  and  also  tliat  the  Queen  Charlotte  was  iu  sucli  a situation  tliat  I could  receive  very 
little  assisiauce  front  her,  and  tiie  Lady  Prevo't  being  at  this  time  too  far  to  leeward  from 
her  nuldcr  being  injured,  in.ide  a uoiilc  and,  ala.s!  too  successful  an  effort  torege.ia  it,  for 
he  bore  up,  and  supported  by  his  small  vessels,  pas.scd  within  pistol  sliot,  and  took  a rak- 
ing position  on  our  iiow:  nor  could  I prevent  it,  as  tiie  unfortunate  situation  of  the  Queeu 
Cliarlotte  prevented  from  wearing;  iu  attempting  it  we  fell  on  board  her;  my  gallant 
First  Lieutenant.  Garland,  vas  now  mortally  wounded,  and  myself  so  severely  that  1 mms 
obliged  to  quit  tiie  deck.  Nianned  as  tiie  squadron  was,  with  not  more  tlian  fifty  British 
seamen,  the  re>t,  a mixed  crew  of  Canadians  and  soldiers,  and  w ho  were  totally  unac- 
quainted with  sucli  service,  rendered  tiie  loss  of  otTicers  more  severely  fdt,  and  never  iu  any 
action  wa.s  tiie  loss  more  severe:  every  otlicer  commanding  vessels  and  tlieir  seconil.s  was 
eitlier  killed  or  wounded  so  severely  as  to  he  unalile  to  keep  tiie  deck.  (Here  foUows  a 
eulogistic  account  of  tiic  services  of  various  officers,  and  of  the  men  in  general.  iNo  men- 
tion of  the  surrender  i.s  made  iu  ilie  report,  but  a letter  from  Irimit.  Inglis,  who  took  com- 
mand of  tiie  Detroit  after  Barclay  was  wounded,  wliicli  accoinpanie.s  the  dociimctit.  states 
tliat  lie  ‘'was  under  the  painful  necessilt'  of  answering  file  enemy  to  say  we  liad  struek, 
tiie  Queen  Charlotte  liaving  previously  doue  so).”  The  tveatlier-gauge  gave  tiie  enemy  a 
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proiligioiis  fiilvaninge.  as  it  00.111101!  thorn  not  only  to  ohoose  their  position,  hut  their  dis- 
tance also,  wliicli  they  diil  in  such  a uviiuner  as  to  prevent  the  carronades  of  the  Queen 
Charlotte  and  Laiiv  Pn'.vost  from  haviny  rnueh  effect;  cvliile  their  lony  guns  did  great  e.ve 
cutiou,  particiih'.i'ly  against  the  c^ueen  CTiarlotte.  Capt.  }'‘erry  lias  hidmved  iu  ;i  most 
lununne  and  attentive  manner,  nor  only  to  my.self  .and  ol'deers,  but  to  all  the  wounded. 
I trust  that  althongii  unsuccessful,  yon  v'  ill  approve  of  the  motives  that  imluoed  me  10  .'■ail 
under  so  rnauy  disa.d vantages,  and  that  it  nmy  be  liere.after  ]iroveii  that  under  such  eircuni- 
stauces  the  honor  of  His  IMajesty's  T.ag  has  not  bc-oii  tarni.shcd.  1 iuclose  the  list  of  killed 
and  wounded. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

li.  II.  B.vhcl.-vy,  Commander  and  h;tc  senior  officer. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Bknch  .-\.nd  Bah. 

1 1 P to  the  year  ISOO,  Erie  Gouniy  constituted  a part  of  Allegheny,  and  all 
Cd  judicial  proceedings  took  place  at  Pittsburgh,  the  cour.ty  seat.  The  act 
creating  Erie  a separate  county  is  dated  the  12th  of  Jlarch,  ISOO.  The  county 
was  too  spai’sely  settled  to  maintain  a distinct  organization,  and  by  the  act  of 
April  9,  1801,  Erie,  Crawford,  Mercer  A'enaugo  and  M'arren  were  thrown  tem- 
porarily together  for  election  and  g;overumontal  purposes.  Meadville  was 
designated  as  tlie  place  where  the  county  business  should  be  transuded.  This 
arrangement  continued  for  two  years. 

The  first  court  in  Erie  was  held  by  Hon.  Jesse  i\loore.  in  April.  1S03. 
The  hours  for  convening  were  announced  by  the  Crier  by  tlie  blowing  of  a 
horn.  This  horn  continued  to  be  used  for  the  purpo.so  until  1828.  The  Su- 
preme Judges  at  that  time  were  obliged  to  hold  Circuit  Courts  in  the  several 
comities  of  the  State,  and  in  the  course  of  their  duties  Judge  Yates  visited 
Erie  on  the  15th  of  October,  iSOd,  and  Judge  Brackenridge  in  iSllT  and  iSll. 
Judge  Brackenridge  was  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  eminent  men  of  his  period, 
but  extremely  eccentric  in  his  nianners.  .He  was  the  author  of  ‘•Modern 
Chivalry,”  a woi'k  of  rare  wit  and  finely  written.  Ho  sat  in  court  when  here 
in  1S07,  with  his  dressing  gov  n on,  kicked  off  his  shoos  and  coolly  elevated  his 
bare  feet  uj^on  a talile.  When  (he  neivs  was  received  that  he  was  approaching 
Erie,  he  was  met  in  tlie  English  style,  liy  the  Sheriff,  attended  by  quite  a party 
of  gentlemen  on  horseback.  X.  session  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  h^'ld  in  the 
city  in  1851,  at  which  Judges  Lewis,  ^V'oodwa^d,  Lowrie  and  Knox  wove  present. 

The  County  Courts  were  held  by  the  President  Judge,  aided  by  two  Asso- 
ciate Judges— usually  farmers  of  good  standing — until  -M.ay,  1889,  when  a 
District  Court  was  created  to  dispose  of  the  accumulated  business  in  Erie, 
Crawford.  Venango  and  Mercer  Counties.  Hon.  James  Thoinjison,  of  Venango, 
was  appointed  to  the  District  Judgeship,  and  filled  the  position  until  May, 
18-15.  The  term  originally  was  for  five  years,  but  was  exteuded  one  year  by 
rec^uest  of  the  bar.  Previous  to  1851,  both  the  I’residout  J edges  and  ,-issociate 
Judges  were  ap]io:nted  by  the  Governor.  The  first  election  by  the  people  was 
in  October,  1851,  when  Hon.  -John  Galbraith  was  chosen  President  Judge,  and 
Hon.  Joseph  iM.  Sterrett  and  Hon.  James  IMiles.  Associates.  The  ofiice  of 
Additional  Law  Judge  was  created  in  1850,  Hon.  David  Derricksori,  of  Craw- 
ford County,  being  its  first  incumbent,  and  expired  by  the  operation  of  the 
constitution  on  the  17th  of  Ajirii,  1871.  The  Associate  Judges  wore  abolished 
on  November  IT,  1S70,  and  since  that  date  the  entire  duties  of  the  court  have 
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boon  ])erformeii  by  the  President  Judge.  All  Law  Judges  in  the  State  arc 
elected  for  ten  years. 

The  constitution  of  1513.  or  the  “new  eon.stitution,”  as  it  is  usually  called, 
allowed  the  Pre.si dent  Judge  of  each  district,  where  there  was  an  xVdditional 
Law  Judge,  to  elect  to  which  of  the  districts  into  which  his  original  jurisdic- 
tion had  been  divided  lie  might  be  assigned.  Lnder  this  provision,  Judge 
ITetiuore  selected  the  Thirty-seventh  District,  consisting  of  Wari-en  and  Elk 
Counties,  and  Judge  Yincent,  .-Additional  Law  Judge  for  the  district,  became 
President  Judge  of  Eric  County,  which  had  been  created  a district  by  itself. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  President,  Special  and  Additional  Law 
Judges,  with  the  dates  of  iheir  cornmi.ssions; 

President  Judges. — xllexander  Addison,  Pittsburgli,  August  17.  1701. 

David  Clark,  Allegheny  County,  March  J,  ISOO. 

Jesse  Moore,  Crawford  County.  April  5,  1S03. 

Henry  Shipj^en,  Huntingdon  County,  January  21,  1825. 

Nathaniel  B.  Elched,  AVayne  County,  Alarch  23.  1S30. 

Gaylord  Chmhh,  Crawford  Comity,  April  3,  1813. 

John  Galbraith,  Erie  County,  Xovember  6,  1851. 

Easselas  Brown,  Warren  County,  June  29.  18(30. 

Samuel  P.  Johnson,  M'arren  County,  December  3.  1S60. 

Lansing  D.  Wetaiore,  Warren  County,  first  Monday  in  January,  1870. 

John  P.  Yincent,  Erie  County,  xAprii  17.  1871. 

William  A.  Galbraith,  Erie  County,  tirst  Monday  in  January,  1877. 

Additional  Laic  Judges — David  Derrickson,  Crawford  County,  first  Monday 
in  December,  ISoB. 

John  P.  Yincent,  Erie  County.  lir.st  Jlonday  in  December.  I860. 

District  Judge — James  Thompson,  Yenaugo  County,  hlay  IS,  1839. 

Three  Pre.sident  Judges  have  died  in  vYhee.  viz. : Hon.  Jesse  Aloore,  at 
Meadville,  on  the  21st  of  December,  1821,  Hon,  Henry  Sliijupen  at  Meadville 
in  1839,  and  Hon.  John  Galbraith  at  Erie,  on  the  15th  of  June,  i860.  The 
law  at  the  time  of  Judge  Galbi'aith’s  decease  provided  that  the  Governor  should 
supply  the  vacancy  till  the  ensuing  election,  and  Hou.  Easselas  Brown,  of 
AVarreu,  was  accordingly  appointed  to  succeed  him,  and  served  till  December 
of  the  same  year.  One  Judge  for  the  district — Hon.  Alexander  Addison — was 
impeached  and  removed  from  his  oflice. 

One  President  Judge — Nathaniel  B.  Eldred — resigned  in  1813  to  take  the 
place  of  Naval  A]'>praiser  at  Philadelphia.  He  was  afterward  appointed  Judge 
of  the  Dauphin  District. 

Two  of  the  Judges  were  ])romoted  to  seats  on  the  Sii]>reme  Bench  of  the 
State.  James  Thompson  w;is  elected  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 
in  1856,  and  held  the  position  until  1S72,  the  full  term  cf  lifteen  years,  the 
last  five  of  which  he  preside<l  as  Chief  Justice.  Gaylord  Church  was  ap- 
pointed a Supreme  Judge  in  1858.  to  till  a vacancy  caused  by  the  resignation 
of  one  of  the  members  of  the  court.  He  retained  the  place  for  a brief  period 
only. 

The  residences  of  the  Judges  have  been  as  follows:  Judges  Addison  and 

Clark  at  Pittsburgh;  Judges  Moore,  Shippen.  Church  and  Derrickson  at  IMead- 
ville;  Judges  Eldred,  Brown,  John.sou  and  3\'etmore  at  AA'arreu;  Judges  John 
Galbraith,  Y’illiam  A.  Galbraith  and  'Vincent  at  Erie.  Judge  Thompson  came 
from  Franklin  in  1812,  and  made  Erie  his  home  until  a short  time  after  his 
election  as  Supreme  Judge,  when  he  removed  to  Philndelphia. 

The  following  are  living:  Judges  Brown,  Derrickson.  Johnson,  AA'etmore, 

Yincent  and  'William  A.  Galbraith. 
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Judges  Addison,  Clark,  Moore,  Sbippeii,  Eldred,  Thompson,  Church  and 
John  Galbraith  vi'eve  Democrats,  as  are  also  Judges  Kasselas  Brown  and 
William  A,  Galbraith,  Judges  Derrickson.  Johnson,  AVctmore  and  Vincent 
are  Republicans.  lion.  "William  A.  Galbraith,  our  present  Judge,  is  the  only 
son  of  Hon,  John  Galbraith,  the  first  President  Judge  elected  by  the  people. 
Judge  Gaylord  Church  was  the  father  of  Hon.  Pearson  Church,  now  President 
Judge  of  Crawford  County,  who  v/as  electe.d  at  the  same  time  as  Judge  Will- 
iam A.  Galbraith.  The  following  sliows  the  competing  candidates  for  Presi- 
dent and  Additional  Law  Judges  siuce  the  offices  have  been  elective: 

1S51 — President  Judge,  John  Galbraith.  Democrat;  Elijah  Babbitt,  Whig. 

1S5G — Additional  Law  Judge,  David  Derrickson,  Republican;  Rasselas 
Brown,  Democrat. 

IStJO — President  Judge,  Samuel  P.  Johnson,  Republican;  Rasselas  Brown, 
Democrat. 

1866 — Additional  Law  Judge,  John  P.  Vincent,  Republican;  Benjamin 
Grant,  Democrat. 

IS  (0 — President  Judge,  Lansing  D.  Wetmore,  Republican;  Samuel  E. 
Woodruff,  Independeut  Republican;  Rasselas  Brown,  Democrat. 

1876— President  Judge — William  A.  Galbraith,  Indepe'ndent  Democrat; 
William  Benson,  Republican. 

The  judicial  districts  since  the  organization  of  the  county  have  been  as 
follows; 

ISOO—  All  of  the  .State  west  of  the  Allegheny  River. 

1803 — Erie,  Crawford,  IMercer,  Venango,  Warren  and  Beaver. 

-1825 — Erie,  Crawford,  Mercer  and  Venango. 

1S51 — Erie,  Crawford  and  W’'a):ren. 

I860 — Erie,  Crawftu'd,  W'arreu  and  Elk. 

1870 — Erie,  Warren  and  Elk. 

1874 — Erie  alone. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  district  has  been  de.siguated  the  Sixth  almost 
or  entirely  from  the  day  the  county  was  organized. 

The  regular  terms  of  the  coiu'ts  were  fixed  May  31,  18S2,  as  follows: 

Quarter  Sessions— First  Monday  in  Eebruary,  first  Monday  in  May,  first 
Monday  in  September,  second  Monday  in  November. 

Civil  Ijist — Second  and  third  Mondays  in  January,  third  Monday  in  Feb- 
ruary, second  and  third  IMondays  in  March,  second  and  third  Mondays  in 
April,  third  Monday  in  May,  first  and  second  Mondays  in  October,  third  Mon- 
day in  January. 

Argument  List — Last  Mondays  in  June  and  September,  third  Monday  in 
November,  second  Monday  iu  February  and  fourth  Alonday  in  April. 

To  the  above  are  added  each  year  special  civil  lists  of  from  sis  to  eight 
weeks,  extending  usually  through  the  months  of  March,  April,  May  and  June. 

Judge  Galbraith’s  salary  is  84,000  a year,  which  is  a little  more  than  one-half 
of  what  the  Judges  are  paid  iu  IFiladelphia,  who  do  scarcely  two-thirds  as 
much  work. 

Erie  County  is  attached  to  the  Eastern  District  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
which  holds  its  sessions  at  Philadelphia.  The  hearing  of  cases  from  Erie 
County  commences  on  the  first  Monday  of  February  in  each  yenr. 

The  most  celebrated  trials  that  have  been  held  in  the  county  were  the  suits 
of  John  Grubb  rs.  Hamlin  Russell,  in  1S27,  occupying  some  six  days;  the 
Girard  suit  for  10,000  acres  of  I:md,  which  tool-:  up  about  a week  iu  June, 
1854;  the  Hunter  will  case,  from  LeBceuf  Township,  which  la.sted  nearly  eight 
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days  on  tbo  tirsl  trial  in  -January  ISSO,  and  was  coinpromispd  on  the  ibii’d  day 
of  the  second  trial  in  xipril,  iSStl;  and  tbe  case  of  fvlcFarland  vs-  Lovett,  for 
malpractice,  wbicb  commenced  ’Monday,  March  21,  ISSI,  and  ended  Saturday, 
April  2,  being  tbo  longest  ever  tried  in  the  county. 

Altbougb  a numbe}-  of  persons  have  been  tried  for  murder  in  the  county, 
tbo  death  penalty  has  only  been  enforced  against  a single  individual.  Henry 
I'rancisco  was  sentenced  by  Judge  Sbippen  on  November  11,  1S37,  and  hung 
by  Sheriff  Andrew  Scott  on  Miai'ch  0,  ISoS,  -withiu  (he  yard  of  the  jail,  which 
then  oc!Cupied  the  site  of  the  present  court  house. 

UNITED  STATES  COUETS. 

By  an  act  of  Congi’ess  ]>assed  in  ISGC,  Erie  was  named  as  one  of  the 
places  for  the  sittings  of  the  I’nited  States  Bistrict  and  Circuit  Courts  for  the 
ATestem  District  of  Pennsylvania.  Previous  to  ISTO,  the  Circuit  Courts  were 
held  by  a Judge  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  or  by  the  District  Judge, 
or  by  both  sitting  together  The  duties  of  holding  the  Circuit  Courts  having 
become  too  onerous  for  the  Supreme  Judges,  an  act  was  passed  in  1SG9  to  re- 
lieve them  by  providing  Circuit  Judges.  Cases  are  a]'pealed  from  the  District 
to  the  Circuit  Court,  and  from  the  latter  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States.  The  District  Judge  can  hold  a Circuit  Court,  but  a Circuit  Judge 
cannot  hold  tbo  District  Court.  The  Supreme  Judges  may,  it  they  choose, 
sit  with  the  Circuit  Judge  or  hold  court  alone.  The  only  time  one  of  the 
Supreme  Judges  of  the  United  States  has  been  present  in  Erie  was  when  Judge 
.Strong  was  here  in  Ju’y,  1S75. 

The  first  session  of  the  District  Court  was  lield  in  this  city  in  January, 
1807,  and  of  the  Circuit  Court  in  July,  180S,  Judge  AA’ilson  McCandle.ss  pre- 
siding. Both  courts  were  regularly  held  by  him  until  Hon.  AViliiam  McKen- 
nan,  of  AVashington  County,  was  sworn  in  as  Circuit  Judge  at  the  January 
terna  of  1870.  Judge  McCandless  continued  to  serve  until  July  24,  1870,  when 
he  was  honorably  retired  on  account  of  advanced  years,  and  was  succeeded  as 
District  Judge  by  Hon.  Wintbrop  AV.  Ketchum,  Luzerne  County.  Judges 
Arclionuau  and  Ketchum  -were  both  sworn  in  and  began  their  otlicial  duties  at 
Erie.  The  latter  died  early  in  1880,  and  Hon.  AI.  AA'.  Acheson,  of  AA’ashing- 
ton  County,  was  appointed  his  successor.  Judge  Ache.son  wasjiresent  for  the 
first  time  in  Erie  at  the  -July  term  of  ISSO.  Judge  AlcCundless  died  at  Pitts- 
burgh in  1880. 

The  regular  terms  of  both  courts  at  Erie  commence  on  the  second  IMonday 
of  January,  and  the  third  Alonday  of  July.  The  January  term  was  held  at 
Erie  every  year  until  1875,  since  when,  for  some  reason,  it  has  been  omitted. 
Tlie  county  receives  $150  from  the  L’nited  States  for  the  use  of  the  courthouse 
at  the  July  term. 

The  other  officers  of  the  court  since  their  sessions  began  in  Erie  have  been 
as  follows.  The  terms  show  when  they  first  appeared  in  their  official  capaci- 
ties in  this  city: 

Marshals. — July  term,  1807 — Samuel  AIcKelvey,  Allegheny  County. 

January  term,  1808 — Thomas  A.  llowley,  Allegheny  County. 

July  term,  1869— Alexanvler  Murdoch,  Washington  County. 

January  term,  1873 — John  Hall,  AA'ashington  County. 

July  term,  1882 — -J.  S.  Kutan,  Beaver  County. 

Col.  Hall  had  been  Deputy  Alarshal  for  several  years  before  his  appointment 
as  Alarshal. 

district  Attorneijs. — July  term.  1807— R.  B.  Carnahan.  Allegheny  County. 

July  term,  1870 — H.  Bucher  Swoope,  Clearfield  County, 
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July  term,  1874 — David  Deed,  Allegliony  County. 

July  term.  1S75 — H.  H.  McCormick,  Allegheny  County. 

July  term,  ISSO — William  A.  Stone,  Allegheny  County. 

Clerks — District  Court. — Y\’hole  term — S.  C.  IMeGaiKlless,  Alleirheny 
C oun  ty. 

Circuit  Court. — July  term,  18GS — Henry  Sjn'onl,  Allegheny  County. 

July  term,  ISd) — H.  D.  G.mihle,  Allegheny  County. 

Dcputi/  Clerks  at  Eric — District  Court. — July  term,  1867 — George  \V.  Gun- 
nison, Erie. 

July  term,  1S69 — George  A.  Allen,  Erie. 

July  term,  1873— E.  JV.  Grant,  Erie. 

Circuit  Court. — July  term,  ISOvS — George  AY.  Gunnison,  Erie. 

July  term,  1SG9 — George  A.  Allen,  Erie. 

July  term,  1871 — A.  B.  Force,  Erie. 

July  term,  1876 — F.  AAA  Grant,  Erie. 

Of  the  above  officials.  Judge  AlcCandless.  Clerk  McCandless,  and  Deputy 
Clerks  Gitnnison,  Allen  and  Grant,  Democrats;  all  the  rest  are  Bopublicans. 
The  Judges,  Marshals  and  District  Attorneys  are  ap}>ointed  by  the  President; 
the  Clerks  by  their  respective  courts. 

Under  the  old  system,  the  selection  of  jurors  for  the  United  States  Courts 
was  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the  Alarshal,  who  summoned  any  ]iersou  he  pleased. 
In  1879,  Congress  passed  an  act  taking  the  naming  of  the  jui'ors  away  from  the 
Alarsluil,  making  the  Clerk  of  each  court  a Jury  Commissioner  for  his  own 
court,  and  requiring  him  to  appoint  another  Jury  Commis.sioner  of  opposite 
p<ditics,  tlras  securing  representation  on  the  juries  fi’om  both  of  the  leading 
parties.  Hon.  AA’ilJiam  McClelland  is  the  Democratic  Cominissioner  appointed 
by  Clerk  Gamble.  The  Commissioners  make  up  lists  of  names  from  all  parts 
of  the  district,  which  are  deposited  in  a w’heel  and.  drawn  out  the  same  as  by 
the  State  system. 

THE  BAR. 

The  first  lp.wyer  to  locate  in  Erie  was  AA’illiam  AA'allace,  who  came  on  from 
Eastern  Pennsylvania  in  ISOO.  as  attorney  for  the  Pennsylvania  Population 
Company.  He  remained  lurtil  ISll,  when  he  returned  to  Harrisburg.  Tlie 
second  was  AAhlliam  X.  Irvine,  who  settled  here  in  1804,  but  also  returned  to 
Harrisbiu’g  in  a few  years,  eventually  becoming  President  Judge  of  the 
Adams  District.  Among  the  lawyers  vvho  located  in  Erie  at-  an  early  day,  and 
who  became  permmjont  residents  w'ere  Ansolen  Potter,  George  A.  Eliot, 
Thoma.s  H.  Sill,  Philo  E.  Judd  and  AAdlliam  Ivolly.  Mr.  Potter  was 
admitted  in  1808,  Mr.  Sill  in  1S13,  Air.  Eliot  in  1816,  Air.  Judd  in  1821 
and  Air.  Kelly  in  1822.  Dudley  Alarvin,  who  afterward  n.i.se  to  great  distinc- 
tion at  the  Xew  T'ork  bar.  came  to  Eric  in  1811  -with  the  intention  of  making- 
it  his  hoD^e.  was  admitted  to  the  bar  and  stayed  some  time,  hut  concluded  to 
return  to  Canandaigua,  where  he  spent  many  of  the  active  years  of  liis  life. 

In  those  days,  the  practice  of  the  law  was  a very  different  business  from 
what  it  is  to-day.  The  country  was  thinly  settled,  the  people  were  miserahly 
poor,  litigation  was  upon  a limited  scale,  and  fees  were  correspondingly  small. 
The  lawyer.s  were  obliged  to  practice  in  a dozen  counties  in  order  to  make 
a livelihood,  and  some  of  them  wore  a\vay  from  their  homes  ■:ind  offices  more 
than  half  of  the  time.  They  traveled  from  one  county  scut  to  the  other  on 
horseback,  with  their  legal  papers  and  a few  books  in  a sack  across  the  saddle. 
Among  the  most  prominent  of  those  from  a.hi'oad  who  attended  the  Erie 
County  Courts  were  Henry  Baldwin,  I’atrick  I'karrelly,  J.  Stewart  Iliddell. 
Ralph  Alarliu  and  John  B.  AA'allace,  of  Aleadville,  and  Samuel  B.  Foster  and 
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•Jobn  Dank?;,  of  fiercer.  Mr.  Farrelly,  in  particukir,  was  present  at  almost 
everv  term  of  court,  and  it  is  said  that  his  practice  at  the  Erie  bar  was  lareer 
than  that  of  any  or  all  of  the  lawyers  residing  here.  Several  of  the  gentle- 
mmi  named  rose  to  high  official  distinction.  Mr.  Baldwin,  who  moved  from 
Meadville  to  Pittsburgh,  after  serving  three  terms  in  Congress,  was  mado  a 
Justice  of  the  Sn[>reme  Court  of  the  United  States  in  1830.  Mr.  F arrcdly  was 
three  times  elected  to  Congress;  and  Mr.  Banks  was  appointed  Judge  of  the 
Berks  County  Court,  and  was  the  B'lug  nominee  for  Governor  in  iSfl. 

The  following  is  a list  of  those  who  have  been  adruitted  to  the  bar  since 
the  destruction  of  the  court  bouse  in  1823,  with  the  dates  of  their  admission  : 

Allen,  George  A..  June  16,  18(38;  James  W.  Allison,  June  1,  1875;  F.  H. 
Abell,  June  10,  1877. 

Babbitt,  Elijah, February  1,  1820;  Don  Carlos  Barrett,  Only  1,  1820;  Peter 
X.  B.  Brace,  May  3.  1843;  B'illiam  Benson,  August  7,  1840;  J.  IV.  Brigden, 
October  23,  1S4U:  Parsh  S.  Battles,  December  11,  1855;  Charles  Burnham. 
November  30.  1805;  Cturdon  S.  Berry,  December  21,  1805;  Charles  O.  Bow- 
man, Nove.mber  30,  1S05;  AV.  M.  Biddle,  April  30,  1800;  11.  B.  Brawley. 
August  9,  ISGO;  Henry  Butterfield.  April  2,  1807;  S.  0.  Butterfield,  .-April  2, 
1807:  Hiram  A.  Baker,  October  1,  1807;  Julius  Byles,  ^August  15,  ISOS:  Sam- 
uel B.  B-vooks,  Septembf-r  29,  ISOS;  Charles  P.  Biddle,  October  15,  ISOS;  G. 
D.  Buckley,  November  27,  ISGS;  AV.  AA7  Brown,  August  31,  1809;  Samuel 
AI.  Brainerd.  December  22.  1809;  C-a.ssius  L.  Baker,  May  8.  1872;  H.  AA^. 
Blakeslee,  November  22,  1872;  Ulric  Blickensderfer,  December  12,  1873;  A. 
F.  Bole,  February  27,  1874:  Isaac  B.  Brown,  Alay  G,  1875;  Judge  AVilliam 
Benson,  December  4.  1870;  AI.  H.  Byles,  February  12,  1879;  John  C.  Brady, 
September  30,  1879;  Charles  H,  Barton,  Alay  31,  ISSI. 

Curtis,  C.  B. ,1834:  George  H.  Cutler,  November  7,  1840;  Justin  B.  Cha- 
pin, Alar  4,  1S4S;  Andrew  H.  Caughey,  November  20,  1851;  Alareus  N.  Cutler, 
January  31,  1857;  Junius  B.  Clark,  Alay  10,  1800;  Edward  Camjjhausen, 
Alarch  15,  1805;  Edward  Clark,  Alarch  1-1.  1SG7;  Alanlv  Crosby,  September 
30,  1868;  A.  AAA  Ccvell.  Alay  25.  1370;  C.  L.  Coveil, ‘Alay  27,  1873;  AV. 
B.  Chapman,  Alarch  28,  1873;  George  A.  Cutler,  October  7,  iS73;  C.  C.  Con- 
verse, Alarch  11,  1874;  D.  K.  Cushman,  June  23,  1874;  Herman  J.  Curtze, 
January  4,  1875;  Allen  A.  Craig,  December  18,  1875;  A.  G.  Covell,  Septem- 
ber 7,  1880. 

Douglass,  John  AAA.  Alay  8,1850;  Samuel  A.  Davenport,  Alay 7,  1854;  John 
F.  Duncombe,  August  8,  1854;  Ge-irge  AV.  DeCamp,  August  7,  1857;  J.  F. 
Downing,  1859:  Alyron  E.  Dunlap,  December  12,  1873;  James  D.  Dunlap, 
October,  1837. 

Edwards,  T.  D.,  .June  29,  1S53;  Clai'k  Ewing,  December,  24,  1863;  Joseph 
D.  Ebersole,  Alay  7.  1851. 

Fisk,  James  i>, , June  10,  1845;  A.  J.  Foster,  Alai’ch  15,  1SG5;  A,  B.  Force, 
August  22,  1871;  J.  A!.  Force,  November  28,  1879. 

Graham.  Carson,  December  19.  1837;  John  Galbraith,  1837;  C.  S.  Gzowski, 
August  5,  1839;  St.  John  Goodrich,  August  2,  1841;  Alichael  Gallagher  (Dis- 
trict Court), .Alay  1.  1843;  AA’illiam  X.  Galbraith.  Alay  9, 1844,  Benjamin  Grant, 
October  27,  1845;  John  L,  Gallatew,  December  3,  1840;  Jonas  Gunnison,  No- 
vember 9,  1849;  George  P.  Griffith.  August  4,  1804;  George  AV.  Gunnison, 
Alarch  15,  1805;  Frank  Gunnison,  February  5,  1870;  Frank  \V.  Gi-cUir,  Alarch 
12,  1874;  Paul  H.  Gaither,  November  19,  iS74;  AVilliam  Griffith,  January  27, 
1875;  Edward  P.  Gould,  Alay  31,  1875;  Edward  Graser,  Alay  0,  1870;  Samuel 
L.  Gilson,  September  4.  1878. 

Hawes,  Horace  AI.,  November  7,  1810;  AVilliam  AI.  Heister,  Alay  3,  1841; 
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D.  AV.  Tlutobiiison,  May  H.  1S55;  Calvin  J.  Hinds.  May  11.  CSGO,-  Charles 
Horton,  Jamiaiy  29.  ISGG;  John  K.  Hallock,  Alarch  21.  ISOS;  John  L.  Hyner, 
April  1.  1870;  David  S.  Herron,  September  8.  1875;  Thomas  C,  Himebangh. 
May  20,  jSSo! 

Johnson,  Quincy  A..  August  0.  1809;  John  B.  -Tohnson.  April  ,5.  18-12; 
George  N.  Johnson.  May  9,  1S55;  M.  OV.  -lacobs,  Octol.)er  29,  1872;  A.  M. 
Judson.  Alay  9,  IS 51. 

Kelso,  Cliailes  7V.,  18-15;  VCilliam  C.  Kelso  (District  Court).  May  10,  1SJ9; 
Louis  F.  Keller.  November  8,  1800;  D.  H.  Kline,  November  11,  1874;  Joseph 
K.  Kelso,  June  27,  1870. 

Law,  Samuel  A.  (District  Court).  April  5.  1811;  Williaiu  S.  Lane,  July 
22,  iSl-l;  "Wilson  Laird,  I'ebruary  S,  1849;  A.  MoDnnahl  Lyon,  iMarch  20.  1S57; 
George  A.  Lyon,  Jr.,  March  12.  iSbl;  Charles  M.  Lynch,  February  6,  1806: 
H.  B.  Ijoomis,  August  0,  ISOO;  Samuel  P.  Jjongstreet,  January  25,  1809; 
James  H.  Lewis.  January  28.  lSf)9;  William  E.  Lathy,  March  7,  1871;  Theo. 
A.  Lamb,  August  22.  1871.  Francis  P.  Longstreet.  Angnst  22,  1871;  George 
Lathy,  December  IS,  1871;  Charles  E.  Lovett.  October  10,  1874. 

McLane.  Moses,  November  2, ..182-5;  Gilman  Merrill.  November  9,  1820; 
George  Morton.  -June  7.  1827;  James  C.  Marshall.  August  !.  1829;  George 
H.  Myers,  May  10,  lS49;  David  B.  McCreary.  August  S,  .1851;  Francis  F. 
Marshall,  October  28,  1857;  Selden  Alarvin.  Decemb'er  14.  lSc59;  William  E. 
Marsh,  May  7,  1879;  Frank  i\I.  McClintock,' May  11,  1S7S. 

Norton,  L.  S.,  October  12,  ISOS. 

Olmstead,  0.  G.,  September  7,  1875;  Clark  Olds,  A.pril  26.  1876;  Edward 
J.  O’Conner,  December  5,  1878. 

Phelps,  Mortimer,  September  12.  1850;  -James  G.  Payne,  February  1,  1801; 
47  S.  Parker,  December  19,  1S05;  James  O.  Parmelee,  October  7.  ISTI;  Jolm 
Proudtit,  April  26.  1870;  C.  L.  Pierce.  October  29.  1877;  William  K.  Per- 
kins, June  25.  1878;  Hodman  F.  Pugh.  September  -1,  1878;  Frank  L.  Perley, 
September  30,  1879, 

Riddle,  John  S.,  August  9,  1S20;  Albert  C.  .Ramsev.  i\Iav  7,  1833;  John 
J.  Randall,  May  8,  1839;  S.  W.  Randall.  Alay  19,  1839;  James  C.  Reid, 
August  10,  1848:  -John  "W.  Riddell,  December  20,  1854;  David  W.  Rambo, 
November  2,  1864;  Henry  M.  Riblet,  October  3.  1S07 ; B.  J.  Reid.  January 
22,  1872;  Jjouis  Ro.=enzweig,  April  0,  1872;  Craig  J,  Reid,  September  11, 
1870. 

Smith,  Silas  T.,  June  4,  1827;  George  W.  Smith,  November  7,  ]S31; 
Stephen  Strong  (Di.strict  Court).  April  S.  1841:  Reid  T.  Stewart,  August  5, 
1845;  S.  5I.evwin  Smith,  May  5,  1840;  -James  Sill,  Octoluw  29,  1852;  Samuel 
S.  Spencer.  I'ebruary  12,  1S53;  William  R,  Scott,  February  2,  1858;  B.  J. 
Sterrett,  May  7,  1801;  C.  B.  Sleeper,  August  9,  1805;  -J.  C.  Sturgeon,  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1807;  C.  R.  Saunders,  May  24.  1869;  Henry  Souther,  October  30, 
1872;  James  7V.  Sproul,  April  13,  1874;  Earl  N.  Sackett,  December  28,  1875; 
Henry  A.  Strong.  September  17,  1881;  A.  E.  Sisson,  November  19,  ISSI ; David 
A.  Sawdey,  December  1,  1881. 

Virgil,  Almou,  Alay  8,  1839;  -John  P.  Vincent.  February  2,  1841;  E.  B. 
Van  Tassel,  December  10,  1858;  Strong  Vincent,  December.  12,  1800. 

Walker,  John  H. , July  27,  1824;  John  H.  Waugh.  May  25,  1S2-5;  David 
"Walker,  February  7,  1827;  W.  M.  Watts,  -duly  17,  J839;  Murray  Whallon, 
October  19,  1839;  Irvin  M.  OYallace,  May  28.  1843;  Edwin  C.  JVilson,  August 
3,  1840;  S- E.  IVoodruil,  October, 28.  1840;  George  WTlliarusou.  -January  24. 
1850;  Hy.  J.  Walters,  Aj>ril  27,  1857,  A.  D.  JVoods,  September  3,  1803; 
George  W.  W’alker,  August  1,  1864;  D.  M.  R.  Wilson,  December  19.  1805; 
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Calvin  D.  Whitney,  ?^lay  10,  ISOO;  C.  S.  Wilson,  October  0.  1S70;  Thomas  S. 
^\■oOl.lrul^.  Mav  25,  1S71;  Jerome  W7  'Wetnioro.  November  9.  1S49;  John  W. 
W-ilker.  November^— . 1S54;  Thomas  J.  Wells,  August  4.  _1SG4;  E.  L.  Whit- 
l(4sey,  -May  15.  18; 7:  Emory  A.  Walling,  Septe;i:iber  4,  ISiS. 

Y'arcl,  ii.  C.,  November  2S,  1879. 

4'he  public  careers  of  some  oL'  the  above-named  gentlemen  include  almost 
tlio  v’hole  political  liiatory  of  the  county.  We  have  room  for  only  a fe'.v  brief 
references.  John  H.  Walter  reached  Erie  when  quite  a young  man,  walking 
from  Pittsburgh  to  dleadville,  wliere  he  was  obliged  to  bori’ow  money  to  enable 
him  to  reach  his  destination.  Elijah  Babbitt  built  his  oflice  and  house  in  lS2S, 
and  has  stuck  to  the  same  spot  ever  since,  dlessrs.  IValker,  B.abbitt  ami  Thomas 
IJ.  Sill  have  tilled  numerous  public  positions,  among  them  some  of  the  most 
cons]hcious  in  the  gift  of  the  people.  -Tamos  C.  Marshall  moved  to  Girard  in 
lS3t),  engaged  in  business,  and  did  not  return  to  the  practice  of  law  in  Erie 
until  1841.  Don  Carlos  Barrett's  name  wa.s  stricken  from  the  roll  of  the  bar  in 
1834,  and  be  soon  after  left  the  county,  never  to  return.  -John  Galbraith  came 
to  Erie  from  Franklin  in  1837.  He  represented  the  district  in  Gongre.ss  three 
terms.  Caitson  Graham  and  John  F.  Duncombe  went  West  and  became 
prominent  in  public  life,  the  one  a.s  a Judge  and  the  other  as  a legislator  and 
popular  orator.  James  D.  Dunlap  was  the  author  of  Dunlap’s  Book  of  Form.s, 
and  Beirjamin  Grant  of  several  volumes  of  the  State  Reports.  Horace  M. 
Hawes  emigrated  to  California  and  became  worth  several  millions.  "William 
IVl.  Hei.ster  returned  to  Beading,  served  a term  or  two  in  the  State  Senate,  and  was 
Secrotar}'  of  State  during  Gov.  Packer’s  administration.  George  H.  Cutler 
came  to  Erie  County  in  1835  from  Cortland  County,  N.  , where  he  had  read 
law.  After  a time  spent  in  other  pursuits,  he  took  a second  course  of  reading 
with  Hon.  -Tohu  Galbraith,  to  comply  with  the  rule.  Selden  'Marvin  came  here 
from  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  served  a term  as  County  J udge  with 
credit  and  general  acceptability.  Henry  Souther,  Itefore  moving  to  Erie,  had 
been  a State  Senator  by  election,  and  Surveyor  General  and  Judge  of 
Schuylkill  County  by  iippointment  of  the  Governor.  Edwin  C.  A’ilson  and  D. 
B.  McCreary  served  three  years  each  as  Adjutant  General  of  the  State,  the 
first  under  Gov.  Packer  and  the  second  under  Gov.  Geary.  Geu.  Curtis  went 
to  Warren  immediately  after  his  admission,  and  lived  there  until  ISGG,  when 
he  came  back  to  Erie.  He  represented  tne  di.strict  in  Congress  two  terms,  and 
served  as  an  officer  in  the  war  for  the  Union.  S.  E.  "WoodrutT  lived  in  Gix’ard 
until  1872.  when  he  moved  to  Erie.  He  was  Register  in  Bankruptcy  for  twelve 
years.  Strung  Vincent  serve-.l  gallantly  in  the  war  for  the  Union,  rose  to  be  a 
Brigadier  General,  won  an  enviable  reputation  as  a bravo  soldier,  and  was 
killed  at  Gettysburg.  Murray  Whallon  moved  to  California,  where  he  has  been 
elected  several  times  to  the  Legislature.  , Samuel  A.  Law  went  to  New  York, 
and  v,'as  promoted  to  jirominent  legislative  positions.  -John  5V.  Douglass  is 
now  a resident  of  5Vashington  City,  after  long  service  as  Deputy  Commissioner 
and  Commissioner  of  Internal  Beveune.  S.  M.  Brainerd  and  4V.  \V.  Brown 
were  both  elected  to  Congress  in  1882,  the  hrst  from  the  Erie  and  the  second 
from  the  McKean  district. 

In  looking  over  the  list  of  attorneys,  it  is  curious  to  see  how  few  have  ac- 
quired fortunes  by  their  practice.  A number  have  become  possessed  of  large 
means,  but  in  every  instance  the  writer  recalls  to  minil,  their  linancial  pros- 
perity has  been  due  to  real  estate  investments  or  to  some  other  piece  of  good 
luck  outside  of  the  regular  course  of  their  profession.  The  law’ — in  Erie 
Comity,  at  least — may  be  the  ])athv7ay  to  reputation,  but  it  is  very  far  from 
being  the  easy  road  to  atlluence. 
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HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 

DEATIi;-;,  HEMOVAIS,  ETC. 

The  followinor  attorneys  are  known  to  he  deaO;  Cliarles  Burnham,  Peter 
A.  E.  Brace.  Gurdon  S.  Berry,  B’.  M.  Bnldlo,  Justin  B.  Chapin,  C.  B.  Curti.s, 
Jame.s  D.  Dunlap,  Clark  Ewing.  George  A.  Eliot,  Carsoir  Graham,  John  Gal- 
braith, Benjaum'i  Grant,  .lonas  Gunnison,  M illiam  Griflilh.  George  \V.  CTun- 
nison,  Horace  M.  llro.ves,  AVilliam  M.  lloister,  Charles  Hoi'ton,  Jolui  L.  Hyner, 
John  B.  Johnson,  Gooi-ge  Johnston.  Charles  W.  Kelso,  'W'illiam  Kelley,  A. 
AI.  Donald  Lyon,  Samuel  A.  Law,  F.  P.  Longstreet,  S.  R Longstreet,  SJoses 
McLano,  C.  L.  Pierce,  John  S.  Eiddell,  James  C.  Eeid,  Silas  T.  Smith,  S.  Ater- 
w’in  Smith,  Thomas  H.  Sill,  P.eid  T.  Stewart,  ALatlhew  Tar  lor,  William  Taylor, 
James  Thompson,  Oliver  E.  Taylor,  Strong  A’inceut,  John  H.  B'alker,  Edwin 
C.  Wilson,  W.  M.  AA'atts.  S.  E.  AVooclruff  and  George  AV.  AValker.  Mr.  Brace 
died  at  Prairie  du  Chieu,  Iowa,  Mr.  Berry  in  Titusville,  Mr.  Chapin  in  Eidg- 
v/ay,  Air.  Graham  in  Iowa,  Mr.  G.  AV.  Gunnison  in  Massachusetts,  Air.  Hawes 
in  California.  Mr.  Heister  in  Heading,  Air.  Kelly  in  the  West,  Air.  S.  AI.  Smith 
in  ATTmonL,  Judge  Thom:).son  in  Philodeli)hia,  Gen.  Anneent  at  Getiyshurg, 
and  Gen.  A\'ilson  in  Baltimore.  Air.  Stewart  married  an  Erie  lady  and  died 
on  Lis  wedding  trip.  Judge  Thomjison  dropped  dead  in  February,  1877,  while 
arguing  a c.ase  before  the  Supreme  Couid  iu  Philadelphia. 

The  following  attorneys  are  in  practice  elsewhere:  Julius  Byles.  Titus- 

ville; G.  D.  Buckley,  California;  AA'.  W.  Browm,  Bradford;  H.  AA'.  Blakesiee, 
Oil  Ee-ion;  AI.  H.  Byles,  Titusville;  AA'.  B.  Chapman,  Bradford;  John 
AA'.  Douglass,  AVashington,  D.  C. ; John  F.  Dunoornbe,  Iowa;  George  AW  De- 
Camp,  Kansas:  A.  B.  Force,  Pit  sburgh;  Paul  H.  Gaither,  Eastern  Peimsyi- 
vania;  D.  S.  Herron,  Oil  Eegion:  M.  AW  Jacobs,  luirrisburg;  AA’illiam  S. 
Lane,  Philadelphia;  AA’illiam  E.  Lathy,  Kansas;  Charles  E.  Lovett,  Dakota; 
James  G.  Payne,  AA'ashingtou,  D.  C.;  T.  S.  Parker,  Pittsburgh;  James  O. 
Parmiee,  AA'arreu;  John  AA'.  Eiddell,  Pittsburgh:  B.  J.  Eeid,  Clarion ; AA’illiam 
R.  Scott,  Aleadvilie;  C.  B.  Sleeper,  AA’est;  C.  E.  Saunders,  Cleveland;  Samuel 
J.  Thompson,  Philadelphia;  E.  B.  A'auTassel.  Conneautville;  Alurray  AA’hallon, 
California;  George  AA’illiamson,  AA'est;  A.  D.  AVoods,  AVarren;  Thomas  J. 
AYells,  Chicago. 

The  following  left  the  county,  but  their  locations,  business,  etc.,  ai-e  not 
known  to  the  writer:  E.  B.  Brawley,  Charles  P.  Biddle,  Marcus  N.  Cutler. 

Junius  B.  Clark.  Edward  Clark,  C.  S.  Gzc)wski,  St.  John  Goodrich,  Alichael 
Gallagher,  John  L.  Gallatow,  Thomas  C.  llimebaugh,  Louis  F.  Keller,  D.  H. 
Kline,  James  H.  Lewis,  George  H.  Alyers.  E.  F.  I’ugh,  F.  L.  Perley.  John  J. 
and  S.  AA’.  Eandall,  D.  AA'.  Eambo,  George  AA'.  Smith,  Stephen  Strong,  B.  J. 
Sterrett,  Almon  A’irgil. 

The  following  have  abandoned  the  profession,  and  are  engaged  in  other 
pursuits; 

F.  H.  Abell,  J.  AA'.  Brigdeu.  Rush  S.  Battles,  A.  H.  Caughey,  C.  C.  Con- 
verse, E.  Graser,  John  K.  Hallock,  A.  AI.  Judson,  George  A.  Lyon,  E.  J. 
O'Conner,  AI.  Phelps,  AA’illiam  E.  Perkins,  Irvin  M.  AA’allace,  J.  F.  Downing, 
John  W.  AA'alker. 

Associate  Judges. — Two  A.ssociato  Judges  assisted  the  President  Judge  Bom 
the  organization  of  the  county  until  the  I7th  of  November,  1S70,  when  the 
ofQce  was  abolished  by  the  new  constitution,  the  terms  of  Judges  Benson  and 
Craig  having  expired.  The  A.ssociate  Judges  were  appointed  by  the  Governor 
until  1851,  at  which  time  the  office  was  made  elective.  The  incumbents  of 
the  position  were  not  required  to  be  learned  iu  the  law,  and  in  every  instance 
were  either  substantial  farmers  or  intelligent  business  men.  One  Associate 
Judge,  AA'illiam  Bell,  died  in  office,  and  Samuel  Smith  resigned  to  take  a seat 
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iu  Congress.  Before  the  eonstitaiion  of  1S3S,  all  Jiuiges  were  commissioned 
for  life  or  good  behavior,  imt  tliat  instrameiit  limitr'd  the  terms  of  Pre.sident 
Judge.s  to  ten  years,  and  of  Associate  Jiidge.s  to  five  years.  The  following  i.s 
a list  of  the  .-Associate  Judges  from  the  time  the  conn ty  was  separated  from 
Allegheny,  with  the  dates  of  their  commi.ssinns: 

Appoinfr.d.  — David  Mead.  Crawford  County,  March  13,  ISOO.  District — 
All  of  the  State  west  of  the  A llegheny  Diver,  excepting  Allegheny  County. 

John  Kelso.  Erie  County.  March  14,  iSOO.  Same  district. 

William  Bell,  Erie  County.  December  20,  ISOO;  in  place  of  David  Mead, 
re.signed.  Same  district. 

All  below  were  for  Erie  Countj-  alone,  the  terms  of  Judges  Kelso  and  Bell 
having  expired  by  limitation. 

John  Kelso,  Erie.  July  4.  1803;  resigned  JTecember  21,  1804. 

Samuel  Smitb.  Mill  Creek.  July  0,  iSOo:  resigned  in  1805. 

William  Bell,  Erie,  May  0,  iSOo.  In  place  of  John  Kelso,  resigned. 

John  Yinccnt.  W'aterford,  Docomber  23,  1S05.  In  place  of  Samual  Smith, 
elected  to  Congress. 

Wilson  Smith,  Waterford,  March  15,  1S14.  In  place  of  William  Bell, 
who  died  in  ofUce. 

John  Grubb,  Mill  Creek.  January  S,  1820.  In  place  of  YOilson  Smith, 
elected  to  the  Legislature. 

John  Brawley,  North  East,  iMarch  20,  ISlO.  In  place  of  John  Yincent, 
whose  term  expired  according  to  the  constilution  of  1838.  Be-commissioned 
March  8,  1845. 

My  ron  Hutchinson,  Girard.  March  13.  1S41.  In  place  of  John  Grubb, 
whose  term  e.xpiied,  as  above  stated.  Ee-commissioued  March  13.  1840. 

Joseph  M.  Sterrett,  Erie,  June  4,  1850.  In  place  of  John  Brawley.  Re- 
commissioned  January  23,  1851. 

James  Miles,  Girard,  April  1,  1851.  In  place  of  M.  Hutchinson, 

Elected — Jose]Ji  M.  Sterrett,  Erie,  November  10,  1851. 

James  Miles, Girard,  November  lO,  iSol. 

Samuel  Hutchins.  Ylaterford,  November  12,  1850. 

John  Greer,  North  East,  November  12,  1850.  Re  elected  in  1801. 

William  Cross,  Springfield,  November  23,  iSOl.in  place  of  Samuel  Hutchins. 

William  Benson,  Waterford.  November  S,  iSOO.  Re-elected  in  1871. 

Hollis  King.  Corry,  November  8,  ISOG. 

Allen  A.  Craig.  Erie.  November  17,  1871,  in  place  of  Hollis  King. 

Commencing  with  Judge  Sterrett,  tlie  .ls.sociate  Judges  were  either .W’higs 
or  Republicans.  All  jirevious  to  that  time  were  appointed  as  Anti-.Eederalist3 
or  Democrats. 

District  Attorneys.- — Erom  iSOl  to  1850,  the  present  office  of  District  At- 
torney was  known  by  the  title  of  Deputy  Altorney  General,  and  its  incumbents 
were  appointed  by  and  retained  in  office  during  tlie  pleasure  of  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  State.  • The  name  was  cha.uged  to  District  Attorney  in  1850, 
the  office  was  made  elective,  and  the  term  fixed  at  three  years.  Below  is  a list 
of  the  persons  who  have  filled  the  position: 

1804 — William  N..  Irvine,  Erie. 

William  W’aliace,  Erie. 

1809— Patrick  Earrelly,  Crawford  County. 

Ralph  Marlin.  Crawford  County. 

1819 — George  A.  Eliot.  Erie. 

1824 — OVilliarn  Kelly,  Erie. 

1833  -Don  Carlos  Barrett,  Erie. 
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1835— Galen  Fo.-'ter,  Erie. 

1830 — Elijah  BabbiU,  Erie. 

1837 — "Williaui  31.  AN'atls.  Erie. 

183U --Carson  Graliara,  Erie. 

1845 — Horace  31.  Hawes,  Erie.  '' 

184'.) — 3\'iJii:’in  A.  Galbraitli,  Erie. 

Oi  the  above,  all  but ' 31essrs.  Kc-Ily,  Fostei',  Babbitt  can d Watts  vr«rc  ap- 
pointed as  anti-l’ederalists  or  Democrabs.  The  District  Attonrcyvs  elected  by 
the  people  have  invariably  been.  Whijs  or  Fiepnblicaus.  They  are  as  follows; 

1850  — 31atthew  Taylor,  Erie. 

1853 — Samuel  E.  TVoodrutT,  Girai'd. 

1850 — G.  Nelson  Johnson,  Erie.  Died  shorth^  after  the  election  and 
Cha  rlos  W.  Ivelso  appointed  by  the  Governor  to  sej-ve  until  the  October  elec- 
tion in  1857. 

1857 — James  Sill,  Erie. 

ISOO— Samuel  A.  Davenport,  Erie. 

1803— J.  F.  Downing.  .Erie. 

1800— Charles  3T.  Lynch,  Erie. 

1800 — John  C.  Sturgeon.  Erie. 

1872 — Samuel  3.1.  Brainerd,  North  East. 

1875 — A.  B.  Force,  Erie. 

1878 — Chcurles  E.  Lovett,  Erie. 

1881  -E.  A.  Walling,  North  East. 

COURT  CRIRUS  AND  OTHER  MATTERS. 

The  following  have  been  the  Court  Criers:  David  Langley,  Basil  Hosliin- 

son,  Robert  Kincaide,  Joshua  Randall,  Reiuras  Baldwin,  P.  .1).  Bryant,  Ed- 
ward B.  Lytle,  A.  E.  YVhite  (since  1851). 

The  law  library  of  the  county  consists  of  80U  to  1,000  volumes,  which  are 
kept  trpon  shelves  in  the  grand  jury  room.  It  was  purchased  largely  from  the 
proceeds  of  tines  in  certain  criminal  cases.  This  law  has  been  repealed,  and 
the  only  revenue  for  library  purposes  now  is  a hue  of  §1  in  certain  cases.  The 
selection  of  books  is  made  by  a library  committee  consisting  of  hve  members 
of  the  bar. 

A society  under  the  name  of  the  Erie  Bar  Association  has  been  in  opeia- 
tion  about  eight  years,  the  object  being  to  advance  the  general  interest  of  the 
profession. 

The  requisites  for  admission  to  the  bar  are  as  follows:  Before  any  person 
can  be  registered  as  a law  student,  ho  must  be  examined  by  a committee,  who 
must  certify  that  he  has  a good  English  education,  is'vcrsed  in  the  rudiments 
of  Latin,  and  is  otherwise  well  (jualilied  to  commence  the  study  of  law.  He 
must  then  road  two  years  in  the  office  of  an  attorney.  He  must  tinally  appear 
-before  an  examining  committee,  and  receive  a certificate  signed  by  all  the 
members  present,  that  he  is  compo-ent  to  enter  upon  'he  practice  of  the  law. 
After  tlvis,  he  is  admitted,  on  motion  of  one  of  the  rnembei’s  of  the  Ex- 
amining Committee.  The  rule  applies  as  well  to  attorneys  from  other  States 
and  counties  as  to  those  desiring  to  enter  the  profession  originally,  but  is 
generally  suspended  in.  the  case  of  lawyers  of  long  practice  and  established 
reputation.  J.  P.  Vincent.  J.  Ross  Thompson,  C.  13.  Curtis,  George  A.  Allen 
and  Theo.  A.  Lamb  have  been  the  examining  committee  since  1S7'S. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

N OT  A r.L  E E V i:>;i  s . 

A S Avill  bo  seen  by  tlie  ['lecediut^  chapters,  few  sections  of  Pennsyivania  are 
XA..  as  rich  iu  historical  episodes  as  Eric  Conuty.  I]j  adciilion  to  tbo.se 
already  mentioned,  the  county  has  been  the  scone  of  numerous  events  of 
more  than  common  interest. 

tk::  KiN'G  or  i'k.vxce. 

One  of  these  was  the  visit  of  Lonis  Pliillippe.fntnre  Eing  of  France, accum- 
panied  by  Ids  brother  and  a servant,  d'hoy  spent  a day  or  two  at  Ei'ie,  in 
]'dt)5,  with  Thomas  Eiees.  sleeping  and  eating  in  his  tent  on  the  bank  of  the 
lake,  near  the  month  of  dlill  Creek. 

L.A}'.-VYETTE. 

In  IS25,  the  comity  was  honored  by  a visit  from  Lafayette,  who  wa.s  mak- 
ing a tour  of  the  country  whose  independence  he  had  periled  liis  life  and  for- 
tune to  establish.  bJe  was  accompanied  by  his  son.  a comjianion  and  a servant, 
on  their  v.my  from  .New  Orleans  to  New  York.  They  reachecnVaterford,  u liere 
they  were  hospitality  received,  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  June,  and  stayed 
there  over  night.  A committee  from  Erie  niet  them  at  Waterford,  and  the 
party  left  the  latter  place  early  on  the  morning  of  the  3d.  by  way  of  the  turn- 
pike. At  Federal  Hill,  they  were  met  by  a body  of  military,  who  escorted  tlie 
distinguished  guest  to  the  foot  of  State  street,  ivliere  they  were  greeted  with  a 
national  salute  and  formally  presented  to  the  United  States  naval  officers  and 
other  prominent  citizens.  I'rorn  there  a procession  marched  to  the  house  of 
Capt:  Daniel  Dobbins,  where  Burgess  AVallace  welcomed  Lafayette  i.n  the  name 
of  the  borough.  He  was  then  taken  to  the  residence  of  Judah  Colt,  who  was 
chairman  of  the  reception  committee,  and  introduced  to  the  ladies.  Meanwhile, 
a public  dinner  had  been  in  course  of  preparation,  under  the  supervision  of 
John  Dickson,  vihich  was  the  grandest  affair  of  the  kind  known  up  to  that  day 
in  the  incipient  city.  J'he  tables,  which  had -been  erected  on  a bridge  over 
the  ravine  on  Second  street,  between  Sta.te  and  French,  were  170  feet  long, 
elegantly  adorned  and  covered  with  an  aivning  made  of  tlio  sails  of  the  .British 
vessels  cajitured  by  l^eriw.  -Yfter  the  dinner,  toasts  were  offered,  among  them 
the  following  by  the  hero  of  the  occasion: 

“Erie— A name  whiclr  has  a great  share  in  American  gloiy:  may  this  town 
ever  enjoy  a piroportiunate  share  iu  American  prosperity  and  happiness.” 

Lafayette  and  his  party  left  at  3 o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  3d,  and 
were  accompanied  by  mimerous  citizens  to  Portland,  at  the  mouth  of  Chautau- 
qua Creek,  N.  Y7.  where  he  took  tiie  steamer  Superior  for  Buffalo.  Benj. 
'Wallace  was  Chief  Mai^hal  of  the  proces.siini  which  escorted  tlie  great 
Frenchman  from  7Vaterford.  and  Joseph  M.  Sterrett  commanded  the  Erie 
Gitard.s,  who  met  him  at  Federal  Hill. 

HOKACE  GREEI.EV. 

Another  incident  of  special  interest  was  the  brief  residence  of  Horace 
Greeley  iu  Erie,  as  an  emi)loye  in  the  office  of  the  Gnzelte.  His  parents  set- 
tled in  ^Yayue  Township  iu  1S2G,  and  in  the  spring  of  1830  Horace,  who  had 
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rsmaiuecl  in  New  England  to  linisli  bis  a]:»prontioe5}iii5.  curae  on  foot  to  visit 
them,  secured  eiuplovinont  as  above,  and  stopped  in  Erie  until  tho  summer  of 
ISol.  During  most  or  ail  of  the  period  of  bis  slay,  he  !>oarded  at  the  bouse 
of  Judge  Sterrett,  then  proprietor  of  the  Gazette.  He  was  tali,  ungainly  and 
uuprojiossessing,  poorly  and  outlnudishly  dressed.  carelo.'S  of  bis  appearancoj 
and  tlie  boys  aud  girts  with  whom  he  associated  were  di^-posed  to  make  a good 
deal  of  a butt  of  him.  In  society  matters,  they  undoubtedly  had  the  advan- 
tage of  tho  homely  young  printer;  but  when  it  came  to  literary  aud  jiolitical 
discussions,  be  was  superior  to  the  best  of  thein.  He  was  very  fond  of  talk- 
ing politics,  tind  was  regarded  as  an  oracle  on  subiccLs  of  that  nature.  He 
left  E'-ie  for  Now  York  in  August,  1831.  reacbiucr  there  with  only  810  in  his 
iurrse.  His  father  aud  mother  died  in  A'ayne  Township,  and  some  of  his 
family  are  still  residents  of  tlie  county. 


PKE.SIPENirr.U.  VISITORS. 

Erie  has  been  visited  by  no  less  than  nine  of  the  1‘residents  of  the  Euited 
States,  viz.:  Harrison,  in  1813;  Buchanan,  in  lS40;  John  Quincy  Adams,  in 
1S43;  Taylor  and  .Fillmore,  in  1S4U;  Lincoln,  in  1801  ; Johnson  and  Gr ant.  in 
1800;  and  CTarlield  at  various  period.s  between  ISOO  and  1880;  besides,  two 
Presidential  nominees,  viz.,  Douglas,  in  1800.  and  Groolev,  in  IS72.  Har- 
rison visited  the  place  as  General  of  the  Western  army,  in  company  with 
Perry,  after  the  battle  of  Lake  Erie.  They  proceeded  together  to  Buffalo. 

The  purpose  of  Buchanan's  visit  will  be  explained  further  ou, 

Ex-President  John  Quincy  Adams  reached  Erie  by  steamer,  and  remained 
from  t to  0 o’clock  in  the  evening.  He  was  welcomed  by  Hon.  Thomas  H.  Sill, 
on  behalf  of  the  citizens,  and  tho  Wayne  Grays  and  the  three  lire  companies 
paraded  in  his  honor. 

Pi  'esident  Taylor  was  on  a journey  u]i  the  lakes  for  recreation  from  the 
cares  of  office.  He  came  by  vn  ay  of  AVaterford,  where  he  was  taken  sick.  Ou 
reaching  Erie,  he  was  too  ill  to  ]iroceed  any  further.  He  remained  in  the  city 
some  ten  days,  stopping  with  Dr.  W.  M.  Woods,  of  the  Lnited  States  Navy, 
in  a dwelling  ou  the  site  of  the  rear  portion  of  the  German  bank.  A^ice  Pres- 
ident Eillmore  came  up  from  Buffalo  and  met  the  President,  remaining  with 
him  until  the  next  day.  ( )u  departing,  the  Lnited  States  steamer  Michigan 
undertook  to  tire  a A'ice  President's  salute,  when  the  gun  exploded,  killing  two 
men.  Finding  that  his  condition  untilted  him  for  proceeding  further,  the 
President  returned  to  AVashingtou.  where  he  died  in  les.s  than  a year.  Ho  was 
accompanied  on  the  trip  by  Gov.  Jolmston,  of  'Pennsylvania,  Surgeon  AATird  and 
Col.  Bliss  of  the  United  States  Army.  Geii.  Reed  tendered  the  President  the 
use  of  the  steamer  Niagara,  the  linest  on  tin'  lake,  to  convev  him  to  Buffalo, 
but  he  declined,  and  was  carried  on  the  Diamond,  an  ordinary  small  steamer. 
During  his  stay  in  Erie,  all  of  tlie  President's  telegrams  and  messages  pa.ssed 
through  the  hands  of  William  S.  Brown.  Esq.,  who  was  Deputy  Collector  of 
the  port.  President  Taylor  is  described  as  a plain,  modest  man,  who  avoided 
all  ceremony  aud  show. 

Stephen  A.  Douglas  stopped  in  Erie  to  speak  in  behalf  of  his  own  elec- 
tion. He  delivered  a speech  in  the  AA*est  Park. 

Lincoln  passed  through  Erie  on  his  way  to  AA’ashington  to  be  inaugurated. 
He  made  a few  remarks  from  the  balcony  of  the  old  dej^ot.  His  remains  wore 
taken  over  the  Lake  Shore  road  in  1805. 

Eric  was  one  of  the  points  favored  with  a s[)oech  by  President  Johnson  in 
his  famous  “ swing  around  the  circle.”  He  was  attended  by  Gen.  Grant  and 
5A  illiarn  H.  Seward,  the  latter  of  whom  also  spoke. 
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(T3ve)ey  mad?  quite  a leugthy  address  to  his  former  townsmen,  from  an 
oast  windov,’  of  the  Union  Depot,  during  the  campaign  of  ,1872. 

Garfield,  being  a near  neighbo]-.  made  frequent  trips  to  Erie,  both  ]ioHtical 
;uid  social.  He  spoke  in  the  court  Imuse  during  the  canvass  of  J878,  and 
spent  a few  minutes  at  the  depot  on  his  way  to  Now  York  in  ISSO. 

Of  less  famous  .visitors,  the  itomber  is  without  li.nrit.  .Every  candidate  for 
Governor  since  iSSO  has  thought  it  nccessai'y  to  make  a trij'  to  the  city,  and 
jnany  of  the  eminent  political  speakers  of  the  connti’y  have  favored  its  people 
with  addresses.  The  most  famou.s  lecturers,  actors  and  musicians  in  America 
since  1S50  have  nearly  all  appeared  before  Erie  audiences. 


AX  EXCITIXG  CAMP.VIGX. 

Of  the  twenty-five  Presidential  campaigns  in  this  country  since  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution,  that  of  IS-iO,  when  Harrison  and  Yan  .Huren  were  the 
opposing  candidates,  was  probably  tlie  most  bitter  and  exciting.  The  feeling  be- 
tween the  two  parties  was  intense,  and  the  meetings  every  whertv  were  cha.racter- 
izod  by  a retaliatory  spirit  that  has  seldom  if  over  been  exhibited  in  politics.  At  a 
conclave  of  the  magnates  of  one  party, it  was  agreed  to  hold  a mas.s  meeting  in 
Erie  on  the  lOth  of  September,  the  anniversary  of  I’erry’s  victuiu'.  The  other 
party,  deternnned  not  to  be  excelled,  and  fearful  that  the  prestige  of  the  day 
might  give  their  enemies  an  adva.utage,  resolved  to  hold  a convention  of  their 
side  at  the  same  time.  This  decision  created  the  wildest  indignation  among 
tlieir  antagonists.  The  excitement  ran  up  to  fever- lieat.  Both  elements  made 
the  utmost  exertion  to  get  out  their  adherents.  Runners  and  bills  were  sent 
all  over  the  western  counties  of  the  State,  as  far  down  as  Mercer  County,  as 
well  as  through  IMstern  Ohio  and  AVeslern  New  A'ork.  For  several  days  be- 
fore the  lOth,  the  roads  leading  to  Erie  wmre  crowded  with  men,  women  and 
children,  on  foot,  in  wagons  and  on  horseback,  many  carrying  banners  and  all 
eliouting  themselves  hoarse  for  their  favorite  candidates.  On  the  eventful  day, 
the  town  w'as  crowded  as  it  never  had  been  before  and  probably  never  has  been 
since.  It  was  feared  that  collisions  might  occur  between  the  embittered  ]'ar- 
tisans,  but  the  danger  was  fortunatelv  averted  bv  holding  the  conventions  in 
difl'erent  sections  of  the  town.  The  M'hig  gathering  assembled  on  a vacant  lot 
on  Second  street  between  Holland  and  Mill  Creek,  and  the  Democratic  in  the 
AVest  Park, aboi,it  facing  the  Austin  Block.  James  Buchanan,  afterwai’d  Presi- 
dent of  the  Uidted  States,  was  the  chief  speaker  for  the  Demociuts,  and  Fran- 
cis Granger,  of  New  A"ork,  subsequently  appointed  Postmaster  General,  presid- 
<>d  over  and  was  the  leading  figure  of  the  AVhig  convention.  Old  citizens  who. 
'vere  })resent— and  few  people  in  the  county  remained  away — recall  this 
si-"-‘>iubl;,ge  as  the  most  wonderful  within  their  knoviTedge. 


THE  OXLY  EXECUTTOX. 

Although  numerous  persons  have  been  tried  for  murder,  it  is  worthy  of  note 
ihat  but  i)iie  execution  tor  that  offense  has  ever  taken  place  in  the  county. 
Ihf  history  of  the  crime  and  the  manner  in  which  it  was  pitnisbed  were  do- 
bcrihod  in  the  Erie  DispateJi  of  June  15,  1882,  extracts  from  which  are  given 
hidow; 

J he  transcript  of  Justice  E.  D.  Gunnison  revealed  the  fact  that  on  the 
2-'(l  of  December,  ISJtk  IL.-nry  Francisco  wa.s  avre.sted  for  poisoning  his  wife 
Mari.'i,  to  whom  he  had  been  married  but  throe  weeks,  and  the  indictment,  a 
]>ecuiiar  iustnuuetit,  sets  forth  that  the  grand  jurors,  u[)OU  their  oatlq  say  , that 
on  the  night  ol  the  22d  of  Ttecember.  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  1830,  Henry 
Irancisco,  not  having  the  fear  of  God  before  his  eyes,  and  being  moved  and 
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seduced  by  the  devil,  did  advise  and  cause  Maria  Francisco  to  take  drink  and 
swallow  down  her  body  four  ounces  of  laudanum,  etc.  The  indictment  was 
returned  at  the  I-'elu'u:uy  sessions,  .1887,  and  on  Xovembor  the  7th,  of  the 
same  vear,  Francisco  was  put  upon  his  trial  for  ^\illful  murder. 

“ 'J.'ho  jury  which  tried  him  was  composed  of  the  following  well-known 
cilizens  of  this  county.  Fichard  Stillwell,  F>avid  Matthews.  Cyrus  Sherwood, 
John  S.  llarne-'.  George  W.  Walker,  Benjamin  Avery.  Jr.,  John  13.  Jones,  Dr. 
G.  W’elibor,  Matthew  Lytle.  James  Stewart,  James  Dickson. 

“ The  evidence  was  in  the  ra.ain  circumstantial,  but  after  a patient  tihal  tho 
jury  agreed  upon  a verdict  at  1 o’clock  during  the  night,  and  on  the  11th  of 
November.  1837.  Judge  Shippen  sent  for  Francisco  and  })ronounced  the  dread 
sentence  of  the  lawy  viz.,  that  he  be  taken  from  that  court  room  to  the  jail, 
and  from  thence  to  the  place  of 'execution  and  there  bo  hanged  by  the  neck 
until  he  be  dead,  and  God,  in  His  inliuite  goodnes.s,  have  mercy  on  his  soul.  etc. 

“The  cdosing  scene  in  the  criminal’s  life  was  an  awful  one  compared  wdth 
modern  c-xecutions  when  the  victim  is  jerked  into  eternity  w^ith  the  utmosi  dis- 
patch immediately  after  hir,  arrival  utK)U  the  scaffold.  Sheriff  Andrew  Scott 
p>inioned  Fraueisco's.arms  in  his  cell,  and  a procession  made  up  as  follows 
started  with  soh-mt.t  tread  for  the  fatal  spot  in  the  jail  yard.  . Fir.st  cunue  the 
Deputy  7i.tto}'ue_v'  General  fro’u  Harrisburg,  with  Dr.  Johns,  tire  jail  pliysician, 
then  Sheriff’ Scott  and  tliree  deputies,  followed  by  the  jury  that  convict-ed  the 
culprit.  ISext  came  the  prisoner,  supported  by  the  Kev.  iN.lr.  Lyon,  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  CJuirch.  and  Rev.  Glover,  of  tho  Episcopal  C’lurch. 
Three  guards  brought  up  the  rear.  The  above  were  the  only  witnesses  to  tire 
execution,  but  a large  crowd  was  out  on  the  street  waiting  for  a chance  to  see 
t’ue  corji.se  after  being  cutdov/U. 

“Upon  reaching  the  galiorv.s,  Francisco  was  ]>laced  beneath  the  beam  and  over 
the  drop,  and  Mr.  b'eott  j.u’oceeded  to  strap  his  legs.  The  condemned  con- 
ducted himself  with  great  iirmness,  betraying  no  sign  of  fear  for  his  fate,  and 
when  Ihe  preliminaries  were  adjusted  a final  leave-taking  scene  occurred.  The 
prisoner  shook  hands  wit’u  his  jailers  and  spiritual  advisers,  and  with  the  jury. 
To  his  waiting  executioner,  he  was  profuse  in  expressions  of  gratitude  for  kind 
and  humane  treatment,  and  it  is  stated  that  while  pouring  out  his  thanks  ho 
said  he  should  never  forget  the  Sheri_ff’s  kindne.ss  as  long  as  he  lived.  The  fare- 
wells being  over,,  he  closed  his  lips  forever  to  mortal  man.  and  hencefortli  ad- 
dressed his  Maker  only.  TJie  sheriff  slipped  the  noose  over  his  head  and  pulled 
down  tho  cap  that  was  to  &[.>are  the  witnesses  the  horrible  sight  of  his  distorted 
features  while  undergoing  strangulation,  -kll  w'as  silent  as  the  grave  as  tlio 
neighboring  clock  chimed  nuarter  after  two.  The  drop  was  to  fall  at  8:30. 
Rev.  Mr.  Lyon  knelt  down  and  off'ered  a most  impressive  prayer,  and  ^vhen  he 
arose  Sheriff'  Scott,  .accoidijig  to  the  usage  of  those  days,  told  tl.ie  poor  wretch 
how  many  minutes  he  had  to  live,  and  adjured  him  to  make  good  use  of  them 
in  petitioning  for  mercy  at  the  Throne  of  Grace.  Francisco  bowed  ids  bag- 
covered  head  and  from  beneath  the  cap  came  muffled  tvord.s  of  prayer.  He 
stopped  occasionally  as  though  to  think  of  what  else  to  ask  of  God,  and 
at  each  halt  in  his  jirayer.s  the  Sheri iTs  voice  solemnly  informed  him  of  the 
number  of  minutes  left.  To  the  witnesses,  the  suspense  was  awful,  and  a shud- 
der ran  through  them  when  Francisco’s  time  had  dwindled  into  seconds.  Then 
it  was  that  the  wretched  man's  tongue  was  loosened.  ’With  the  diminution  of 
his  lease  of  life  came  an  increased  flow  of  jiassionato  words  to  the  Giver  of 
mercy.  He  seemed  to  be  terribly  anxious  to  say  all  ho  had  to  say  in  the  given 
time  and  as  the  seconds  flow  on  his  volubility  was  such  that  he  could  not  be 
understood.  In  the  middle  of  his  passionate  prayer  tho  bolt  was  drawn,  the 
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dro}'  fell  and  I’rancisco’s  body  plunged  down  tbe  trap,  and  after  three  minutes 
of  violent  contortions  it  hung  motionless  at  the  end  of  the  ropo.  So  ended  the 
only  execution  in  this  county.  It  occurred  on  the  9th  of  Mandi,  1S3S. 

“In  thiriy-jive  minutes,  the  body  was  cut  down  and  inclosed  in  a neat  coffin, 
which,  was  screwed  down  in  jail,  bufcsach  was  the  great  enriosity*  to  see  thobody 
that  those  charged  with  the  burial  had  to  unscrew  the  coffin  twice.  The  body 
was  interred  at  the  corner  of  Seventh  and  Myrtle  streets,  .on  the  property  no\v 
owned  In  Superintendent  H.  S.  Jones.  ” 

IXDICT.MEXTS  FOR  IIUKDER. 

The  Erie  Dispaich  of  Jnly  21,  1883,  gave  the  followdng  list  of  persons 
who  have  been  indicted  in  the  county  for  the  crime  of  murder  daring  the 
period  beivv-een  1820  and  1883: 

1821 — The  tlrst  trial  for  mmxlor  that  was  ever  held  in  Erie  County  took 
place  in  the  year  1821.  On  that  occasion.  James  MoJvee  was  put  upon  trial  for 
the  inurder  of  John  Si  vers,  in  what  is  now  Summit  Township.  The  trial 
took  place  in  the  old  court  liouse,  and  the  prisoner  being  convicted,  was  sen- 
tenced to  seven  years  in  the  penitentiary,  where  he  died. 

1821 — The  second  trial  for  a capital  offense  was  that  of  Benjamin  Laws 
for  the  murder  of  Fuller,  at  North  East,  in  1824.  The  trial  took  place  in  the 
academy,  the  court  being  held  there  until  the  new  court  house  wa:-.  rebuilt. 
Law's  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  a long  term  of  imprisonment  in  the 
penitentiaiy. 

1S2S — Polly  Pioicby.  charged  with  the.  murder  of  her  illegitimate  child,  was 
brought  to  trial  in  the  court  house  that  stood  on  the  park,  and  was  acquitted 
after  a protracted  trial.  A man  named  Griffin  was  tried  at  the  same  court, 
charged  with  the  murder  of  "William  Crosby.  He  was  also  acquitted. 

1835 —  At  the  Xove)nber  sessions  of  this  year,  an  indictment  for  murder 
was  found  against  Hugh  Young  for  the  cruel  and  bloody  murder  at  "M'aterford 
of  John  DeCamp.  The  murdered  man  was  beaten  to  death  with  a bludgeon. 
His  assassins  fled,  and  w’ere  never  heard  of  afterward.  In  this  year,  also, 
Ransom  Eastw"ood,  of  "Venango,  was  shot  dead,  and  John  Eastwood,  of  the 
same  tow'nshij\  was  charged  with  his  murder.  The  accused  had  a long  trial, 
ciud  w'as  acquitted. 

1836 —  For  tbe  savage  murder  of  Griffin  Johnson,  in  Mill  Creek  Township, 
Ebenezer  Eldridge  was  arraigned  on  the  capital  charge,  and  was  convicted  as 
indicted-.  He  escaped  the  gallows,  and  was  sentenced  to  ten  years  in  the 
penitentiary. 

l8o7~  -The  Francisco  murder  trial  was  held  this  year. 

18-1)0 — Thirteen  years  elapsed  before  another  Erie  citizen  was  put  upon 
trial  for  his  life.  John  B.  Large  and  Erastus  Johnson  were  charged  with  the 
murder  of  a young  boy.  They  were  convicted  and  sentenced  to  live  years  in 
the  penitentiary.  In  the  same  year,  Thomas  Porter  w'as  acquitted  of  the  mur- 
der of  Aspliad  Porter,  killed  with  a stone. 

1852 — Two  years  afterward,  Samuel  Stone,  of  Fairview,  was  indicted  for 
the  murder  of  Rachael  Hammond.  Stone  was  sentenced  to  two  years  and  eight 
days  in  the  penitentiary. 

1854 —  W illiam  4A*.  Warner  w-as  arraigned  for  killing  an  illegitimate  child. 
He  W'as  acquitted  on  the  grounds  of  insanity,  and  wms  sent  to  an  asylum. 

1855—  Ezra  Starr  and  Charles  B.  Cooper  were  arraigned  fur  murder,  but 
the  case  was  nol  pressed  and  they  w'ore  discharged. 

1850 — The  Hayt  murder,  well  remembered,  was.  the  judicial  sensation  of 
this  vear.  AValtor  Havt  was  convicted  of  murdering  his  niece,  and  was  sen- 
fenced  to  ten  years  in  the  penitentiary. 
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1857 — John  Masters  and  Jog  McBride  Avere  indicted  for  tho  murder  of 
Dennis  Sullivan.  IMasters  was  acquitted  and  McBride  was  never  found. 

185S — in  Mill  Creek  Township,  Joseph  Botonelli,  keeper  of  a little  hotel 
above  the  almshouse,  was  shot  dead  by  George  11.  Rerdell,  who,  being  con- 
victed, Avas  sentenced  to  six.  years  in  tho  ]jenitentiary. 

In  this  sajne  year,  Jacob  Baust  Avas  tried  for  the  murder  of  Capt.  Matthew 
Densmorc  dovn  at  the  dock,  Faust  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  eleven 
years  and  nine  months  in  the  penitentiary. 

1859 — Charles  Fisk,  of  "Waterford,  Avas  arraigned  for  sliootiiAg  John  Fen- 
no  throngh  tho  heart.  He -got  two  years  and  tive  days  in  the  penitentiary. 

ISOO — Mallisa  Sprague  was  indicted  for  the  murder  of  her  child,  but  the 
jury  found  her  not  guilty. 

1862 —  Daniel  Cummings  was  tried  for  tho  murder  of  Johanna  Cummings, 
and  v.'as  sent  to  the  pienitenliary  for  eleven  years  and  thi’ee  months. 

1863—  There  Avere  three  murder  trials  in  this  year.  Nathaniel  Cotterell, 
of  Waterford,  aa^s  charged  with  the  killing  of  \VllHam  Burt,  and  tvas  ac- 
quitted. Mary  Quinn  was  tried  and  acquitted  of  the. murder  of  ]-*atrick  Cut- 
ler, killed  with  a brick,  and  Peter  Carrier,  for  the  murder  of  W’illiain  Thomp- 
son, AAas  sent  to  tho  yieuitentiary  for  ten  years. 

1865 — Erastns  ytaft'ord  Avas  stabbed  to  death,  and  JacolA  A.  Tanner  was  tried 
for  the  murder.  He  got  four  years.  lu  the  s;irae  year,  "William  Greer  Avas 
shot  dead  in  front  of  a North  East  drug  store.  An  indictment  for  murder  was 
found  against,  one  Dr.  Lucius  Mott,  but  ho  Avas  never  found, 

186b — Mary  Mulholland  Avas  charged  Avith  the  murder  of  her  illegitimate 
child,  and  Michael  Corcoran  wuth  the  murder  of  Dennis  Twoby.  The  grand 
jury  threw  out  both  bills. 

1872 — The  murder  of  Hugh  Donnelly  by  James  Nevills,  resulted  in  a A^er- 
dict  of  not  guilty  on  the  grounds  of  insanity. 

1874 — Fred  Cooper  and  Jane  11.  Cooper  Avere  tried  for  tho  murder  of  Car- 
oline Cook.  Both  were  honorably  acquitted.  In  the  fojlow?ing  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, Charles  J.  Cowden  was  tried  for  the  murder  of  Jane  Cowden,  and  Avas 
acquitted. 

1876 — Georo’e  C.  Adams  was  indicted  for  the  killing  of  WTlliam  H.  Clem- 
ens.  The  case  Avas  nol  prossed. 

1880 — "Philip  ScliAvingle  was  charged  with  the  murder  of  his  brother 
Charles,  and  was  sentenced  to  two  y<?ars  in  the  penitentiary. 

lSS-3 — Mary  Jane  and  Samuel  Young  were  accused  of  the  murder  of  their 
brother.  They  were  held  for  trial,  but  the  grand  jury  ignored  the  bill. 


OHAPTEE  XXL 

POLITIC.VL  IIl.sTOnY— ANXr.AL  IvECOUr). 

1788  TO  iSOO. 

IN  1788  and  1792,  Allegheny  County,  Avhich  embraced  Erie  County,  ga\'o  a 
unanimous  vote  for  George  IVashington  for  President.  Avho  Avas  elected 
without  opposition.  John  iVdarn.s  was  chosen  Vico  President. 

In  1796.  tliG  Jefferson  Electors  received  392  A’ote.s,  raid  tho  .\d-ams  Elect- 
ors 77  in  Allet'-henv  CountAV  The  .State  cast  1 electoral  vote  for  Adams,  14 
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for  Jetrorson,  2 for  Thomas  Pickorinr^  and  13  for  Aaron  Brirr.  Adams  was 
fleeted  Uresident  and  Jefferson  Vice  Presi>lent. 

The  \'ote  of  the  common wealtli  within  the  above  period  was  for  Governor; 
1700 — Thomas  Mifflin,  Democrat,  27.725;  Arthur  St.  Claii',  Federal,  2,S02. 
1703 — Thomas  Alifllin,  Democrat,  18,500;  F.  A.  IMuhienljerg.  Federal,  10,- 
70G.  170G — Thoioas  JAitllin,  Democrat,  30,020;  F.  A.  Muhienbei'g,  Federal; 

1,011.  1709— Thomas  McKean,  Democrat,  3S,03G;  James  Boss,  Federal, 

32,041. 

Allegheny  County  voted  each  time  for  the  successful  candidate. 

The  tirst  election  of  which  there  is  a record  in  Erie  County  occurred  in 
1798.  Judah  Colt,  agent  for  the  FopnlatioD.  Comp.aTiy,  says  in  his  jonrna! 
that  he  accompanied  about  sixty-tive  of  his  people  from  Coifs  Station  to  Erie 
to  take  part  in  an  election.  This  was  in  October.  “All,”  says  Mr.  Colt, 
“voted  in  favor  of  a Federal  P.epre.sentative. ” 

April  8,  1700,  six  election  districts  wore  created  in  the  township  of  Eric — 
one  to  hold  elections  in  the  town  of  Erie;  one  at  the  house  of  Timothy  Tuttle, 
in  North  East;  one  at  the  house  of  John  IMcGonigle,  at  or  near  Edinboro;  one 
at  the  house  of  G.'horuas  Hamilton,  in  Lexington,  Conneaut  Township;  one  at 
the  house  of  Daniel  Henderson,  in  'Waterford:  one  at  the  house  of  'William 
Miles,  in  Concord  Townshiu. 

1800. 

The  State  cast  8 electoral  votes  for  Jefferson,  S for  Burr,  7 for  Adams,  and 
7 for  C.  C.  Pinckney.  Jefferson  was  chosen  President,  and  Burr  Yice  Pres- 
ident, This  section  of  the  State  gave  a majority  for  Jefter.son  and  Burr. 

Albert  Gallatin  was  elected  to  Congres.s  from  the  W'estern  District  of  the 
State,  embracing  Erie  County.  Pie  received  1,037  votes  to  944  for  Perry 
Neville.  Erie  and  Crawford  gave  Gallatin  214  votes.  Gallatin  was  appointed 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  by  President  Jefi'erson  in  1801,  and  I'esigned  his 
seat  in  Congress. 

The  candidates  for  other  positions  received  tins  following  votes: 

State  Senator — John  Hamilton,  AVashington  County.  2,002;  John  Ploge, 
AVashington,  847.  The  district  comprised  the  whole  of  AATsterii  Perrnsylvania 
north  of  A’irginia  and  west  of  the  Allegheuv. 

Assembly — Samuel  Ewalt.  2,137;  Thomas  Morton,  2,002;  James  Sample, 
1,040;  Dunning  McNair,  Ene  County,  1,027.  The  district  comprised  Erie, 
Crawford,  Mercer,  A'en  an  go  and  AVarreii  Counties,  electing  one  ineiuber.  This 
arrangement  continued  until  1807. 

ISOI. 

William  Hoge,  Washington  Township,  was  elected  to  till  the  vacancy  in 
Congi'ess  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Albert  Gallatin. 

William  McArthur,  of  Meadville,  was  elected  to  represent  Erie,  Alercer, 
Crawford,  A'enango  and  AA’avreu  Counties  in  the  Senate.  This  Senatorial 
District  continued  until  1830. 

The  vote  of  the  district  for  Assetnbly  was  as  follows;  Alexander  Buchanan, 
Crawford  County,  410;  John  Lytle,  75;  John  Lytle,  Jr.,  Erie  County,  353; 
John  Findley,  ilercer  County.  208.  Three  of  the  Judges  signed  a return  de- 
claring John  Lytle,  Jr.  and  Sr.,  to  be  father  and  son,  and  three  others  refused 
to  sign  the  return  in  the  belief  that  the  same  ]>erson  was  intended.  Alexan- 
der Buchanan  got  the  certificate. 

- 1802. 

For  Governor,  Erie,  Crawford.  Mercer,  ATnango  and  AVarreu  Counties  still 
voting  together,  cast  1,835  votes  for  Thomas  AIcKeau,  the  Democratic,  and  1S7 
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for  James  Ross,  the  Federal  candidate.  The  vote  of  the  State  was  as  follows; 
Thomas  IMcKean.  Democrat,  38.030;  James  Ross,  Federal.  32,041. 

William  Hog!,  Washington  County,  wa.s  elected  to  Congress  by  about  750 
majority. 

For  Assembly,  tlie  following  was  the  vote:  Alexander  Buchanan,  520;  John 
Finley,  107 ; John  Lytle,  Jr.,  57U;  J'auies  Harrington,  Mercer  County,  238; 
John  Lytle,  13.  John  Tmtle,  Jr.,  was  dcchired  elected. 

1803. 

This  vetir,  Erie  County  voted  separately  for  county  oflicers  for  the  iiint 
time.  The  following  was  the  result;  Sheriff — Wilson  Smith,  Waterford,  207; 
IM’artin  Strong,  IVaterford,  201.  Coroner — Abraham  Smith,  Erie,  2SS;  John 
C.  IValiace,  Erie,  184. 

The  Commissioners  elected  were  Jolm  Vincent,  of  M'aterford;  J'ames 
Weston,  of  LeBceuf;  and  Abiather  Crane,  of  Mill  Creek. 

John  Lytle,  Jr.,  was  elected  to  the  Assembly. 

John  Hoge,  of  Washington  County,  was  elected  to  Congre-ss. 

1804. 

The  county  cast  il2  ballots  for  President,  all  for  the  Jefferson  electors. 
The  State  gave  its  electoral  votes  to  Jefferson  and  Burr,  wlio  were  elected. 

John  B.  C.  Lucas  was  elected  to  Congress.- 

Wilson  Smith,  ot  AVaterford,  was  elected  to  the  Assembly. 

William  Clark,  of  Erie.  James  Lowry,  of  North  East,  and  John  Phillips, 
of  A^enango,  were  elected  County  Commis.sioners. 

1805. 

The  candidates  for  Governor  were  Thomas  AlcKean  and  Simon  Snyder,  • 
both  Democrats.  Erie  County  gave  AlcKean  254,  and  Snyder  377  votes.  The 
vote  of  the  State  was  as  follows:  Thomas  AIcKean.  43,644;  Simon  Su3'der, 

33,433;  Samuel  Snyder.  395. 

For  Sheriff,  John  Milro^n  of  Erie,  received  290,  and  Jacob  Carmack,  of 
Eric,  295  votes.  By  law  the  two  highest  candidates  were  retnrued  to  the  Gov- 
ernor, who  made  a choice  between  tlaem.  Carmack  received  the  appointment. 

AA’illiam  McArthiv  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate  and  AVilsou  Smith  to  the 
Assembl}u  John  Ha}*,  of  Erie,  was  chosen  County'  Commissioiier. 

John  B.  C.  Lucas  havino-  resigned  from  Congress  November  7.  Samuel 
Smith,  of  Mill  Creek,  Erie  County,  was  chosen  in  his  place. 

Copies  of  piapers  printed  in  Aleadville  from  1805  to  1820,  and  of  the  Erie 
Gazette  in  1820  and  afterward,  show  that  the  opposing  parties  were  distin- 
guished a.s  Democratic-Republican  and  Federal  Republican.  This  coutinned 
to  be  the  ca.se  until  1829.  when  the  anti-Masonic  excitement  came  up.  Erie 
County  was  strongly  Democratic-Republican,  and  all  of  the  candidates  elected 
up  to  1830  were  nominated  by  that  party,  excejit  an  occasional  independent. 
The  Democratic  Republicans  held  a convention  in  the  county  every  3'ear  from 
1805  to  1830.  The  naino  Democratic — without  the  annex-— is  first  found  in 
the  Erie  Observer  in  1831. 

1806. 

Samuel  Smith  was  re  elected  to  Congress  by  a majority  of  715. 

AVilson  Smith  was  elected  Aasemblyuiau,  and  John  McCreary,  of  Alill 
Creek,  County  Commissioner. 

The  vote  for  Coroner  was — John  Alilro}',  187;  George  Hurst,  of  North  East, 
142;’;Martin  Strong.  142. 
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3S07. 

Wil.-^on  Smith  was  rc-elocted  to  the  Assembly, 

Aj)ri!  13,  Ibi'T.  the  following  election  districts  were  constituted,  and  their 
voting  places  designated : 

No.  1.  Erie  jindATill  Creek,  at  the  court  house. 

No.  1.  “Coni;mte'’  and  -McKean,  at  house  of  James  McGuines. 

No.  8.  P’airview,  at  hou;n^  of  W illiam  Sturgeon. 

No.  4.  Springiield,  at  house  of  dVilliaui  I'ortcr. 

No.  5.  ‘'Conuiat”  and  Elk  Crook,  at  tovvn  of  Lexington. 

No.  0.  “LeBoHifT”  and  W'atar ford,  at  bouse  of  Jonas  Clark. 

No.  7.  Beaver  Dam  aud  Harbor  Creek,  at  house  of  Thomas  Morton. 

No.  S.  North  East,  at  house  of  Andrew  Lowuy. 

No.  9.  Greentield  and  AKnango,  at  house  of  Ihiilo  Parker. 

No.  10.  Brokenstraw  and  Enion,  at  liouse  of  John  Taylor. 

In  ISOS,  Venango  was  made  District  No.  11.  The  election  place  was  fixed 
at  the  house  of  John  Yost. 

Eor  Coroner,  John  Gray,  of  Erie,  received  '280  votes,  and  George  Lowry, 
of  North  East,  220. 

John  Boyd,  of  AYaterford,  was  elected  County  Commission^'. 

1808. 

Erie  County  cast  200  votes  foi-  the  Madison  electors,  and  86  against  them. 
The  State  gave  her  vote  for  James  Madison  for  President  and  Georgo  Clinton 
for  Vice  President,  who  were  elected. 

The  vote  for  Governor  was  845  for  Simon  Snyder,  Democrat,  and  244  for 
James  Pioss,  Federal.  That  of  the  State  was  as  follows;  Simon  Snyder,  Dem- 
ocrat, 67,975;  James  Ross,  Federal,  39,575;  John  Spayd,  Independent  Demo- 
crat, 4,006. 

Samuel  Smith  was  re-elected  to  Congress. 

Jolm  Phillips,  of  Erie  County,  aud  James  Harrington,  of  Mercer,  were 
elected  to  the  Assembly. 

The  vote  on  other  officers  was  as  follows:  Sliei’iff — Jacob  Spang,  of  Erie, 

818;  Robert  Irvin,  of  Erie.  287;  John  Salsbury,  of  Conueaut,  307.  Coroner — 
Thomas  Rees,  of  Harbor  Creek,  274;  Thomas  AA'ilson,  of  Erie,  41. 

Francis  Brawley,  of  Nortli  Fast,  was  elected  County  Commissioner. 

The  Democratic-Republicans  had  a meeting  at  Cochran'.-  mill  this  year,  at 
M'hich  every  prominent  member  of  the  party  was  present.  Gen.  John  Phillips 
presided  and  Judge  Cochran  was  the  moving  spirit.  The  following  was 
among  the  toasts  on  the  occasion: 

“Though  Erie  lies  far  in  the  wood, 

Yet  it  contains  some  Democrats  good.” 

1809. 

Wilson  Smith  was  elected  to  tlie  State  Senate. 

John  Phillips,  of  Erie  County,  and  James  Ha)'rington,  of  Mercer  County, 
were  chosen  to  the  Assembly. 

For  Coroner,  John  C.  W’allace,  received  245.  and  John  Salsbury  226  votes. 

Thomas  Forster,  of  Erie,  was  elected  County  Commissioner. 

1810. 

John  Philli])s,  of  Erie  County,  and  Roger  Aldon,  of  Crawford  County, 
were  elected  to  the  Assemi>ly. 

Abner  Lacock,  of  Beaver  County,  w'as  elected  to  Congress: 
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For  Sheriff,  James  E.  Herrou,  of  Erie,  received  278,  and  James  AVeston, 
of  LeBmuf,  27S  vote,s.  Weston  obtained  the  appointment  fi’om  the  Governor. 

John  SalsbuiT,  of  Cormeaut,  was  elected  County  Commissioner. 

ISll. 

The  county  ^mvo  Simon  Snyder,  Democratic  caudiuale  for  Governor,  313 
votes,' he  luiviuo-  no  regular  opposition.  The  vote  of  the  State  was  as  follows; 
Simon  Snyder,  Deinocrat.  52,319:  AVillium  Tilghmaii,  Independent,  3, GOO. 

ITiillips  and  Alden  were  re-elected  to  the  Assembly. 

Thomas  AYilson,  of  Erie,  was  elected  County  Commissioner. 

1812. 

The  vote  of  Erie  County  was  152  for  the  Madison,  and  129  for  the  op})o- 
sition  electors.  The  State  cast  its  electoral  vote  for  James  Aladison  for  Fresi- 
dent,  and  Elbridge  Gerry  for  A"ice  President,  who  were  elected. 

John  Fhillip'S.  Erie  County,  and  Patrick  ]''arrelly,  Crawford  County,  were 
elected  to  tho  Assembly. 

Abner  Lacocl:.  P>eaver  County,  was  re-elected  to  Congress. 

For  Corotif'r.  John  Alilroy  received  107,  and  Abiather  Crgne  72  votes. 

Henry  Taylor.  Forth  East,  was  elected  County  Commissioner. 

1813. 

The  Legisla'lure  having  chosen  Abner  Lacock  United  States  Senator,  lie  re- 
signed, and  Tltomas  AViksou,  of  Erie,  was  elected  to  Congress  in  his  stead. 

Joseph  Shannon,  of  Beaver  County,  was  elected  to  the  Senate,  and  James 
Westou,  of  Erie  County,  and  James  Bnrehtield,  of  Crawford  County,  to  the 
Assembly. 

For  SheritT,  David  Al'allace,  of  Erie,  received  187,  and  John  Tracy,  of 
AVaterford,  127  votes. 

Thomas  Forster  was  re-elected  County  Commissioner ; John  Grubb,  of  Mill 
Creek,  was  elected  to  the  same  office  to  till  tlie  vacancy  caa.sed  by  the  resigna- 
tion of  Thomas  AY  ilson. 

1814. 

The  vote  of  the  county  was  308  for  Simon  Snyder,  Democrat;  55  for  Isaac 
AVayne,  Federal,  and  77  for  George  Lattiniore,  Independent  Democrat.  The 
State  voted  as  follows; 

Simon  Snyder,  51,090;  Isaac  AA’ayne,  20,500;  George  Lattimore,  910. 

Thomas  AVilson  was  re-elected  to  Congress,  and  AVeston  and  Bnrehtield  to 
tke  Assembly. 

Henry  Taylor,  of  Forth  East,  was  re-elected  County  Commissioner. 

1815. 

Jacob  Harrington,  of  Alercer,  James  Weston,  of  LeBamf,  and  Ralph  Mar- 
lin, of  Meadville,  were  elected  to  tlie  Assembly.  The  district  had  been  changed 
to  Erie,  Crawford,  Alercer,  AA'arren  and  Amnango,  electing  three  members. 

John  Alorris,  of  Erie,  received  182,  and  James  Boyd,  of  AVaterford,  ISO 
votes  foj-  Coroner. 

Robert  AIcClelland,  of  Alill  Creek,  was  elected  County  Commissioner. 

1810. 

James  Alonroe  was  elected  President,  and  Elbridgo  Gerry,  VTco  President. 
Tho  county  gave  the  Alonroe  tipket  130,  and  tho  oftposition  81  votes  In  tho 
State,  Monroe  had  25,009  votes,  and  the  opposition  ticket  17,537. 
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Honry  Hnr»t,  of  Crawford'  County,  formerly  of  North  East,  was  elected 
State  Senator  in  place  of  Josejih  Shannon,  resigned. 

Robert  IMoore,  of  BeavGr.  was  elected  to  Congress;  James  tlarrington, 
Ral[)h  Marlin  and  Samuel  Hays,  of  A^enango  County,  to  the  Assembly,  and 
Thomas  Forster,  of  Eric.  County  Commissioner. 

The  vote  for  Sheriff  was  as  follows:  Stephen  ^Yolvel•ton,  of  Erie,  290; 
James  Mall,  of  Springfield,  242. 

1817. 

The  candidates  for  Governor  v/ere  AVilliam  Findley,  Democrat,  and  Joseph 
Hiestor,  Federal.  Erie  County  gave  Findley  3S5  votes,  and  Hiester  201.  The 
vote  of  the  State  was; 

William  Findley,  60,331:  Joseph  Hiester,  59,292. 

Henry  Hurst  was  re-elected  to  the  Senate,  the  district  comprisiug  Erie, 
Crawford,  Mercer,  Venango  and  YYan-en  Counties. 

Samuel  Hays,  of  AVnango  County,  Thomas  Wilson,  of  Erie  County,  ami 
Ralph  Marlin,  of  Crawford  County,  were  elected  to  the  Assembly,  and  Robtu't 
Brown,  of  Erie,  was  elected  County  Commissioner. 

1818. 

Robert  Moore,  of  Beaver  County,  was  re-elected  to  Congress  over  Thomas 
Wilson,  of  Erie. 

Jacob  Harrington,  Mercer,  James  Cochran,  Crawford,  and  Joseph  Hack- 
ney, A^enaugo,  v er;;  elected  Asscmhlymen,  and  George  Alooj'e,  of  Erie,  County 
Commissioner. 

For  Coroner,  the  vote  stood;  Samuel  Hays,  Ifrio,  203.  Thomas  Laird,  Erie, 
255. 

1819. 

Wi  Ison  Smith,  of  Erie  County,  James  Cochran,  of  Crawford,  and  AA^illitim 
Connelly,  of  A’enango,  were  elected  to  the  Assembly. 

The  vote  for  county  officers  was  as  follows: 

Sheriff — Thomas  Laird,  Erie,  349;  David  Wallace,  Erie,  330;  Amos  P. 
Woodford,  AVaterford,  157. 

Commissioner — Stephen  Wolverlon,  Erie.  427;  James  Hall,  Springfield, 
255;  Abiather  Crane,  AlilJ  Creek.  49;  Jonah  Cowgill,  Erie,  3. 

1820. 

The  Presidential  election  was  held  in  the  fall  of  this  year,  James  Alonroe 
being  ujianimously  supported  for  re-election.  Patrick  Farrelly  was  the  elector 
for  this  district.  For  Governor,  the  PJemocrats  supported  AA'illiam  Findley,  of 
Franklin,  and  the  I’ederalists  Gen.  Joseph  Hiester,  of  Berks.  Hiester  was 
elected.  The  following  was  the  vote  of  the  county: 

Findley.  Hiester. 


Erie  and  Alill  Creek t).!  IdO 

McKean 20  pi 

Fairview 41  37 

Springfield G2  16 

Conneaut  and  Elk  Creek 32  37 

IVaterford,  LeEoeuf  and  Reaver  4)ani CO  Co 

Harbor  Creek.’ 44  22 

North  East 78  42 

Greenfield 13  8 

Union  nnd  Brokenstraw 15  16 

A^enango 32  4 

Conneauttee 27  20 

Total 519  415 
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The  candidates  for  Congress  were  Robert  Moore,  Beaver;  Patrick  Fanvlly, 
CrawEord,  and  Beavan  Pearson,  Mercer,  all  Democrats.  Patrick  Farrell y re- 
ceived a majority  of  407  votes  in  the  county,  atid  was  elected  by  a plurality  of 
1,10-t  in  the  district-  The  candidates  for  Assembly  were  AVilson  Smith,  Jdrie 
County;  G-eorge  Aloore,  Eiie;  Jacob  tterring-ton.  Alorcor;  A\'illiam  Connediy. 
A’ennng;o;  James  Cochran,  Crawford;  AVilliam  Moore,  Ahmango,  and  AAhdter 
Oliver,  Alereor.  All  of  the  above  candidato.'^  claimed  to  be  Democrats.  Ate-ssrs. 
Smith,  Connelly  and  H'arrington  were  elected.  George  Xicholson,  Fairview, 
was  chosen  Commissioner  by  75  majority  over  Henry  Golr,  of  Waterford. 
Thomas  H.  Sill,  Erie;  Thomas  Dunn,  AtcKeaa;  _E.  D.  Gunnison,  Erie;  Abi- 
aiher  Crane.  Mill  Creek,  and  Clark  Putuain,  Xorth  East,  were  o,audidates  foi' 
Auditor.  Sill  and  Dunn  were  elected. 

Alexander  AJ'cNair,  formerly  of  Alill  Creek,  was  this  year  elected  lirst  Gov 
ernor  of  Missouri. 

1821. 

The  following  were  the  candidates;  State  Senate— Samuel  Lord,  Aleadville; 
Gen.  Henry  Hurst,  Aleadvi lie;. -Jacob  Harrington,  Alercer.  ' Harrington  was 
elected.  Assembly — George  Aloore,  Erie:  AVilson.  Smith.  AA'.aterford;  Rov. 
Robert  C7  Hatton.  Erie;  Thomas  King,  AA’aterford:  James  Cocdiran.  R'obert  L. 
Potter,  Crav.d'ord;  Arthur  Chenowith,  John  .Leech,  C.  S.  Sample,  AA'aiter  Oliver, 
Mercer;  Andrew  Bowman,  Robert  Mitchell,  AVilliam  Aloore.  A'enango,  and 
David  Brown,  AVarren.  Brown,  Cochran'  and  George  IVloore  were  elected. 
Thomas  Forster,  Erie,  was  elected  Commissioner  by  23  majority  over  Henry 
Colt.  Thomas  Rees,  Harbor  Creek,  was  elected  Auditor  fry  211  majority  over 
P.  S.  Y.  Hamot.  Benjamin  Russell,  Mill  Creek,  was  chosen  Coroner. 

1822. 

The  candidates  for  Congress  were  Patrick  Furrelly,  Crawford,  and  Samuel 
AAhlliamson.  Alercer,  both  Democrats.  Farrelly  received  9J2  votes  and  AA'ill- 
iamson.  136  in  the  county.  Farrelly  was  elected  by  a majority  of  about  2,0U0 
in  the  district. 

The  Assembly  District  was  changed  this  year,  Erie  and  AA’arren  being 
placed  together,  and  allowed  one  member.  George  Aloore,  Erie  Borough, 
and  James  AA’eston,  LeBceuf,  were  the  candidates  for  that  office,  the  latter 
lieiug-  elected  by  a majoriiy  of  only  17  votes.  Stephen  AA'olverton,  Erie, 
David  AVallace,  Alill  Creek,  and  Simeon  ]Aunn,  Erie,  were  ’ candidates 
for  Sheriff.  AVolverton’s  majority  was  306  over  both  of  his  competitors.  Henry 
Colt,  Waterford;  Alexander  AicClosky,  North  East,  and  Thomas  Ree=.,  Harbor 
Creek,  were  candidates  for  Commissioner.  Colt  was  elected  by  a majority  of 
62  votes  over  both  the  others.  Thomas  Dunn.  AJcKean,  was  chosen  Auditor 
over  Conrad  Brown,  Alill  Creek,  and  James  .Love,  of  the  sanue  townshi[x 

1823. 

This  being  the  year  to  select  a Governor,  each  party  had  candidates  in  the 
held.  The  Democrats  sup])orted  -John  Andrew  Shulze,  Lebanon;  the  Feder- 
alists, Andrew  Gre-gg,  Centre.  The  vote  of  the  county  was;  Shulze,  754; 
Gregg,  604 — Democratic  majority.  150.  The  vote  of  the  State  was;  John 
Andrew  Schulze,  Democrat,  89,028;  Andre^y  Gregg,  Federal,  64.211.  For 
Assembly,  George  Afoore,  Erie,  and  Thotna.s  H,  Sill,  Erie,  were  the  candidates. 
Sill  was  l-ieaten  199  votes  in  Erie  County,  but  received  so  strong  a supj)Ort  in 
AA’arron  as  to  overbalance  these  figures  and  elect  him  by  a majority  of  149  in 
the  district.  Alexander  AicClosky  was  chosen  Commissioner  over  John  Cooh- 
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rau,  Jlill  Creek,  and  E.  P.  Gunnisoti,  Erie.  Etiniel  Sayre,  Fairview,  was 
elected  Auditor  over  Hamlin  Russell  aud  Abiatlier  Crane,  both  of  Mill  Creek, 
Cowing  to  a misunderstanding,  no  election  was  held  in  Union  and  Concord, 
which  is  claimed  to  have  operated  to  the  disadvantage  of  Messrs.  Gregg  and 
Sill. 

1824. 

A convention  met  Ma'-ch  4,  of  this  year,  at  Harrisburg,  and  nominated 
Andrew  Jackson  for  President,  and  John  0.  Calhoun  for  Vico  President. 
Hi'nry  Clay,  who  at  that  time  acted  with  the  Democratic  party,  received  lO 
votes  for  the  latter  position.  Another  convention  was  held  in  Harrisburg. 
August  9,  which  nominated  IViHiam  H.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  foi'  i^resident.  and 
Albert  Gallatin,  of  Pennsylvania,  fur  Vice  Presii lent  Henry  Clay  and  John 
Quincy  Adams  were  also  candidates  before  the  people  for  President,  but  we 
have  no  record  giving  the  manner  of  their  nomination.  The  candidates  for 
elector  were  as  follows:  For  Jackson,  John  Boyd,  IVaterford;  for  Adams,  Jesse 
Moore,  Meadville;  for  Crawford,  James  Montgomery;  for  Clay,  Charles  H. 
Israel. 

The  vote  of  the  county  was:  For  Jackson,  302;  xkdams,  55;  Crawford,  .10; 
Clay,  3 — not  half  the  ballots  being  cast. 

The  vote  in  the  State  was:  Jackson.  35,801;  Adams,  3,105;  Crawford, 
4,180;  Clay,  1,701;  Jackson's  raajouty  over  all,  24,001. 

None  of  the  candidates  received  a majority  of  the  electoral  votes  in  the 
Union,  and  the  election  was  tln'own  into  the  House,  where  Adams  was  chosen 
President. 

i^or  Congress,  l^atrick  Farrelly  and  Samuel  AVilliamson  wore  again  oppos- 
ing candidates,  the  former  receiving  in  Erie  County  1,030  votes  to  08  for  the 
latter.  Farrelly’s  majority  in  the  district  was  3, 133,’ in  a total  vote  of  5,100. 
The  district  consisted  of  Eric.  Crawford,  Alercer,  Amnango  and  AA'arren. 

John  I^hillips,  of  AMnango  Township,  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  over 
George  Aloore.  John  Alorris,  Erie,  was  chosen  Commissioner  over  John  Sals- 
bmy,  Couneaut,  and  E D.  Gunnison,  Erie.  Rufus  Seth  Reed,  Erie,  defeated 
John  Dickson,  Erie,  for  Coroner.  Thomas  Rees,  Harbor  Creek,  was  elected 
Auditor  over  Aiuos  AATlmot,  AVaterford. 

1S25. 

For  State  Senate,  AVilson  Smith,  AA^aterford:  George  Aloore,  Erie;  Thomas 
Atkinson,  Crawford;  James  Herriott,  Alercer;  and  John  Jjeech.  Mercer,  were 
opposing  candidates.  Aloore  had  one  majority  over  all  in  this  county,  but 
Leech  received  a majority  in  the  district.  Siei)hen  AVolvort.ou  was  chosen  to 
the  xAssembly  over  John  Phillips  au'l  Abiatlier  Crane,  Erie  GonuQv,  and  Archi- 
bald Tanner  and  J.  AV.  Irvine,  AA'arreu.  The  candidates  for  Sheriff  were: 
Henry  Colt.  AVaterford;  Thomas  Forster,  Ei’ie;  Thomas  Laird,  Erie;  A.  AV. 
Brewster,  Erie;  Albert  Thayer,  Alill  Creek,  aud  David  AIcCreary,  Mill  Creek. 
Air.  Thayer  was  elected.  The  candidates  for  Commissioner  were:  John  Sals- 
bury,  Couneaut;  William  Benson,  AAMterford;  John  Gray,  Erie;  Thomas  Dunn, 
AIcKean,  and  Giles  Halbert,  Waterford.  Air.  Salsbury  was  elected.  The  can- 
didates for  Auditor  were  Amos  VA'ilmot,  AVaterford;  Hamlin  Russell,  Mill 
Creek;  John  J.  Swan,  Erie,  and  Col.  James  AIcKay,  A\'aterford,  the  latter 
being  successful,  William  E.  AIcNair,  Alill  Creek,  was  choseu  Auditor  for 
one  year,  over  William  Hurley,  Erie,  in  place  of  Daniel  Sayre,  who  moved  ont 
of  the  county. 

In  this  year,  a proposition  to  form  a now  State  Constitution  was  brought 

19 


mt 


*r 


.mtifiio  t^^;w  rs^^^i 


' ,4.: 


m maw  -sol-iSS 


•■'  • " ’■'  ' ■ ■ ,'.'^^,ri'  '•*  ' ..'SW)^.  ■■  .J..W-'  * ^ -—  • - ^ . 


4..»f»/.J  TV|‘A/  ^ 

•»v^  • H’«|  lfmihl’r\'jX''}i 
'(l'4  ■f'tA)«|ijJ#.. 

‘•'^v’-Wji,  ,<j(iry.I 

iH , fKil'vxfO  r(hiO  '.-RxV 

I nc^! . r n t P V.  t,  * . V jK,  ^3'^  fOff— 8 .Vfti 

.n  ',.1  

li^«J  wJcAa': '_i?<' ^ • fm'  *>  ' 


^fci'joltfJ'iwV^  (ioiMiW  tovo.  •xoifffffA 


s;iw.(i4t  jfeii^w  Jftftkg  iiMI® 

iS*}yt  .'7i'*4.fft.iJM-  ' W:4#iUsi*  A>'f,  ..ajt  i^^^;,..  ■*  j*'  > - «..•  iiSi^W 


e-jo^vKis'i 


HiJ 


»t«i«iot  ftoiuodT  ] 
^■ij  .v^ift^tmfn  hiMtfQ  .:4«i^AQi|i:U,  ;'i«»?#fiff 


' i'’.  iH  ^f 

■_,H  ,.1() 

^!0%" 

jtO  ,a»:titi 

twh*o^'vrfa,, 

:i»,,'r^UftB®7'i&f/ 

B««  TJt7sdT"^^::' 


ikikiiltstid} 

' 0i  “'  " 


.■s.tntmm 


3r>o 


mSTOllY  OF  ERIE  COUXTY. 


before  llie  people  and  voted  down,  the  majority  against  it  in  Eric  County 
being  1,062. 

1820. 

Fatricb  Farreliy,  Congressman  from  this  district,  died  at  Pittsburgh,  cm 
his  way  to  Washington.  February  12,  182G,  and  a special  cdection  was  hold 
March  14  following  for  his  successor.  The  candidates  were  Thomas  If.  Sill, 
.Erie;  Samuel  Hays,  V.anango;  Jacob  Herrington,  Mercer ; and  .Stephen  Barlow, 
Crawfo)  d.  Sill  was  elected.  xVt  the  regular  October  elcu.dicm.  Sill,  Barlow 
and  John  Findley,  Mercer,  were  candidates  for  Congress.  Barlow  was  elected. 

At  the  October  election  of  this  year,  Gov.  Slmize  had  no  opposition  in  Erie 
Comity.  The  vote  of  the  State  was:  John  Andrew  Shulze,  Hemocrat,  04,211; 

John  Sergeant,  Philadelphia,  Federal,  1,474. 

The  candidates  for  Assembly  were  Stephen  IVolverton,  .Ale.v.  McOloskey, 
George  Yloore  and  George  Stuntz,  Erie  County;  and  John  Andrews,  IVarren. 
M’olverton  was  re-elected.  William  Benson,  WTiterford;  Thomas  Forster, 
Erie,  and  James  M.  Moorehead,  Harbor  Creek,  wore  candidate.s  for  Commis- 
sioner. Benson  was  elected.  Martin  Strong,  McKean,  was  chosen  Auditor 
over  David  H.  Chapman,  Fair  view. 

1827. 

Stephen  Wolverton  was  re-elected  to  the  Assembly  over  Alo.x.  McCloskey. 
North  East,  his  only  opponent.  The  candidates  for  Coroner  Avere  William 
Flemming.  Erie;  Samuel  BroAvn,  Erie;  Jesse  Tarboll,  Afill  Creek;  Benjamin 
Eussdll.  Mill  Creek;  and  James  Graham,  Beaver  Dam.  Flemming  was  elected. 
James  M.  Moorhead  Avas  chosen  Commissioner  over  Thomas  Forster.  David 
H.  Chapman,  Fairview;  Thomas  Dunn,  McKean;  Robert  Cochran,  Mill  Creek, 
and  Charles  Lay,  Erie,  were  candidates  for  Auditor.  Chapman  was  elected. 

1828. 

The  Jackson  State  Convention  was  held  in  Harrisburg  January  8.  An- 
drew Jackson  was  nominated  for  President,  and  John  C.  Calhoun  for  Vico 
President.  James  Duncan,  Alercer  County,  was  the  electoral  candidate  for 
this  Congressional  District. 

The  Adams  Convention  met  about  the  4th  of  March,  and  nominated  John 
Quincy  Adams  for  President,  and  Richard  Ru-.h,  Pennsylvania,  for  Vice  Pres- 
ident. John  Leech,  Mercer  County,  Avas  the  electoral  candidate  for  this  Con- 
gressional district. 

The  State  election  was  held  October  14.  The  candidates  in  this  district  and 
county  Avere  as  follows:  Congress — Thomas  If.  Sill,  Erie  C.'uuty;  and  Stephen 

BarloAv,  CraAvford.  The  A'oto  in  the  county  Avas  1 . 40G  for  Sill  and  3G6  for  BarloAV. ' 
Sill  received  a majority  of  about  GOO  in  the  district.  Assembly — George  Moore, 
Stephen  Wolverton  and  Wilson  Smith,  all  of  Erie  County;  Moore  Avas  elected. 
Sheriff — Alex.  W.  Brewster,  Erie;  Thomas  Alellen,  North  East;  Daniel  Sav?- 
tell.  Springfield;  Smith  Jackson,  Erie;  Richard  Arbuckle  and  John  G.  Cald- 
well, Mill  Creek,  Brewster  was  elected.  Commissioner  (three  yearsj — Albert 
Thayer,  Erie;  George  Nicholson,  Fairview.  Thayer  was  elected  by  a nearly 
unanimous  vote.  Commissioner  (one  year)  — -in  place  of  William  Benson. 
Waterford,  resigned — Myron  Hutchinson,  Springlield;  James  Pollock,  LeBcenf; 
and  John  Boyd,  Waterford.  Hutchinson  A\as  elected.  Robert  Cochran,  Mill 
Creek,  Avas  elected  Auditor  over  Thomas  Dunn,  McKean,  and  James  Benson, 
Waterford.  No  political  issue  seems  to  have  been  made  in  this  election. 

The  Presidential  election  Avas  held  on  Friday,  October  3f.  and  resulted  as 
follows: 
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FN'ic  and  3Ii]l  Creek Rio 

ilcKoaii 

Fail  view 

Spi'ingfieki ns 

Conneaiil 70 

Waterford  and  LeBcenf 1R3 

Harbor  Creek 

iXortii  Ea^t 8-> 

Greentield 

Unioti 

Venango 23 

Couneauttee  (now  AYashington) oS 

Elk  Creek 37 

Heaver  Dam  (now  Greene) 

Concord lb 

Amity 23 

YVayne It 

Total 945 

Tbe  vote  of  the  State  was:  Jackson,  101.052;  Adain.s,  50.(818:  Jack-^ou’s 
majority.  50,801.  Jackson  ;md  Calhoun,  bad  a large  inajorilv  of  the  electoral 
votes  of  the  Union. 

1829. 
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The  Anti-Masonic  excitement  bad  by  this  year  risen  into  a political  issue, 
and  a separate  party  crganizatiou  wms  formed,  embracing  a large  portion  of 
the  supporters  of  Mr.  Adams.  Tiie  Democratic  State  Convention  met  at  Har- 
risburg on  the  1th  of  March  and  nominated  George  AVoIf,  iSorlbauoj>ton 
County,  for  Governor.  The  Anti-Masonic  State  Convention  met  at  the  same 
place  on  the  same  day.  and  nominated  Joseph  Eitner.  IVaslvington  County. 
The  vote  of  Erie  County  was:  Rituer.  1,515:  IVolf,  107.  The  vote  of  the 
State  was:  George  Wolf.  Dt^mocrat,  77,088;  Jo.seph  Eitner,  Anti  Mason, 

51,721;  IVolf's  majority.  2G.201. 

The  Anti-Masonic  issue  does  not  appear  to  have  entered  into  the  election 
of  district  and  county  officers,  and  the  candidates  ran  upon  their  merits,  as 
heretofore,  most  of  them  having  been  previously  iJentitied  with  the  Demo- 
cratic organization.  For  State  Senate,  Thomas  S.-  Cunningham,  Mercer 
County,  defeated  IVilson  Smith,  Erie  County,  by  over  2.700  majority  in  the 
district.  George  Moore  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  over  Stephen  A\Ulverton. 
Joseph  M.  Sterrett,  .Erie,  Dhron  Hutchinson,  Spririgtield,  and  IVilliam  Gray, 
Wayne,  were  candidates  for  Commissioner.  Sterrett  was  elected  by  a major- 
ity of  20  over  Hutchinson,  the  next  highest  candidate.  Eli  Vlebster,  DIcKeau, 
was  elected  Auditor  over  Thomas  E.  Eeed,  Venango,  by  a nearly  unanimous 
vote. 

1830. 

This  was  the  hrst  year  in  which  Anti-51asoury  entered  directly  into  the 
choice  of  district  and  county  otlicers.  The  Anti-Masonic  candidate  for  Con- 
gress was  John  Banks,  of  IMercer  County.  The  Democratic  candidate  was 
Thomas  S.  Cumiingham.  Mercer  County.  Banks  had  a majority  of  310  in 
Erie  County,  and  1,135  in  the  district.  Tlie  candidates  for  county  officers 
were  as  follows; 

Auti-Masonic"— Assembly,  John  Riddle,  Erie;  Coinmissio.ner,  James  Pol- 
lock, LeBccuf;  Coroner,  David  Wallace,  Erie;  Auditor,  John  J.  Swan,  Fair- 
view. 

Democratic-Republican — Assembly,  P.  S.  V.  Haraot,  Erie;  Commissioner, 
John  Sanlsbnry,  Fairview;  Coroner.  Cliarle.s  Lay,  Erie;  Auditor,  Tliomas 
Laird,  of  Eilo. 
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The  Auti-Masoaie  ticket  vras  successful  by  au  average  majority  of  250. 

1831. 

The  cardidaies  were  as  follows: 

Anti-lMasonic — Assembly,  John  Itiddle;  Sherift’,  William  Fleming,  Erie; 
Cominissiouer.  Thomas  It.  jliller,  Springheld;  Auditor,  James  Smedloy, 
No)’th  East. 

^Democratic — Assembly.  George  Moore,  Erie;  Sheriff,  Albert  Tliayer,  Erie; 
Commissioner,  Thomas  Mollen,  Nortli  East;  Auditor,  John  G.  Caldwell,  Mill 
Creek. 

In.de])end0nt  Candidates — Assembly.  William  Dickson,  Korth  East;  Sher- 
iff, David  Zimmerman  and  James  McConkey,  Erie. 

The  Anti-Masonic  candidates  were  successful  by  average  majorities  of 
about  400.  None  of  the  independent  candidates  had  much  of  a support. 


1832. 


The  candidates  for  Governor  wore  George  Wolf,  Democrat,  and  Joseph 
riitner,  Anti-Masonic. 

The  Democrats  of  Pennsylvania  su]jported  Andrev.'  Jackson  for  JT-esident, 
and  William  Wilkins,  this  State,  for  Vice  President.  Martin  Tan  Bnren,  New 
York,  was  also  a Democratic  candidate  for  Vice  President,  and  was  elected, 
though  Pennsylvania  cast  her  vote  for  Wdlkins.  Henry  Clay  ran  as  an  Anti- 
Jacksou  iJemocratic  candidate  for  President,  with  John  Seaj’geant,  Pennsylvania, 
for  Vico  President.  The  Anti-Masons  supported  William  Ydirt,  Maryland,  fo)- 
President,  and  Amos  Ellmaker.  Pennsylvania,  for  Vice  President.  Vtilsou 
Smith  was  the  Jackson  candidate  for  Elector  in  this  district;  David  Dick. 


Crawford,  the  Clay  candidate;  and  Kobert  Falconer,  Warren,  the  Anti-Masonic. 
The  Jackson  r.nd  Clay  men  went  by  the  designation  of  I>cmocratic  Kopublic- 
ans;  the  supporters  of  V irt  by  that  of  Pepublican  Anti-Masons.  The  vote 
of  the  county  was  as  follows: 

Erie  and  Mill  Creek :tS4 

McKean 

I’airview St) 

Springfield 

Conneaut 118 

TYaterford 

Harbor  Creek 

North  Fhist 110 

Greenfield 

Union 138 

Venango 

Conneaut  tee 

Concord 

Reaver  Darn 

Elk  Creek 

Amity 

Wa\ne... 23 

lieBa'uf 

Girard 

Total 1,494 

Only  three  ballots  were  cast  for  Clay,  all  in  North  East  Township. 

The  vote-  for  Governor  was  larger  than  that  for  President.  IJitnor  receiving 
1,792,  and  Wolf  1,170.  In  the  State  the  result  was  as  follows:  George  Wolff 
Democrat.  91, 235;  Joseph  Kitner,  xAnti-Mason.  88,180;  Wolfs  majority,. 3, 049. 

*1S31. — Thia  year  the  a.anie  Dtmocratic-KeimbUcan  was  drojipol  in  Krie  County,  ami  the  supporters  of 
Jackson  called  them.-'elve.s  Uemotrats. 
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•J’/O 

The  vote  of  the  State  for  President  was:  Jackson,  90,983;  Yv'irt,  06,710;  ma- 
jority for  Jackson,  24,267. 

i'dir.  Clay's  voi.-.  was  too  light  to  be  considered  worthy  of  record  by  the 
papers  of  the  day. 

The  candidates  for  district  and  county  offices  were  as  follows: 

Anti -Masonic— Congress,  Tbou'as  H.  Sill,  of  Erie;  Assembly,  John  H. 
Walker,  Erie;  Comnufsioner,  John  McCord,  North  East;  Auditor,  Samuel 
Low.  Tenango  Township. 

Democratic — Congress,  John  Gallu’aith,  Venango  County;  Assembly,  Eufus 
Seth  Reed,  Erie;  Commissioner,  Thomas  Mellen,  Tsorth  East;  Auditor,  John. 
Phillips,  A'enango. 

All  of  the  Anti-Masoiric  candidates  were  elected  exce}J  Sill.  John  Gal- 
braith was  defeated  by  833  votes  in  Erie  County,  but  received  a tnajority  of 
778  in  the  district. 

1S33. 

Anti -Masonic  Candidates— State  Senate,  Charles  M.  Reed,  Erie  County; 
Assembly,  John  PI.  Walker,  Erie;  Commissioner,  James  Love,  niill  Creek; 
Coroner,  David  McNair,  of  Mill  Creek:  Auditor,  Mark  Baldwin,  Greenheld. 

Iiemncratie  Candidates — Stale  Senate,  Thomas  S.  Cunniughan],  JJercer 
County;  Assembly,  Dr.  Tabor  Beebe,  Eric;  Commissioner.  John  Gingrich, 
Mill  Creek;  Coroner,  Wareham  Taggart,  Springtield;  Auditor,  John  Sauls- 
biiry,  Conneant. 

All  of  the  Auti-Mar.pnic  candidates  were  elected  except  Reed,  who  received 
a majority  in  the  county,  but  was  defeated  in  the  district'. 

1S3-L 

Anti-Masonic  Candidates — Congres.s,  Thomas  H.  Sill,  Erie  County;  As- 
sembly, John  H.  Walker,  Erie;  Sheriff,  Thomas  Mehaffey.  Erie;  Commis- 
sioner, Steiihen  Skinner,  IMcKean;  Auditor,  Russell  Stanclili',  AYashington. 

Democratic — Congress,  John  Galbraith,  A'enango  County;  Assembly, 
James  M.  AToorhead,  Harbor  Creek;  Sheriff,  Albert  Thayer,  Erie;  Commis- 
sioner, Daniel  Gillespie,  Erie;  Auditor,  John  R.  Rouse,  AMnango. 

Independent  Candidate  for  Sheriff — Chauncey  Rogers,  Girard. 

The  Anti-AIasonic  candidates  were  elected  v:ith  the  exception  of  Sill,  who 
received  353  majority  in  the  county,  but  was  defeated  by  1,022  in  the  district. 

1835. 

The  Democratic  party  of  Pennsylvania  wa.s  divided  this  year  over  a can- 
didate for  Governor,  one  portion  supporting  George  AYolf,  and  another  Henry 
A.  Alnhlenburg,  Berks.  The  Anti-AIasons  again  chose  Joseph  Ritner  as  a 
candidate,  showing  a pertinacity  in  their  devotion  to  him  v.'hich  has  few  par- 
allels in  political  annals. 

The  vote  of  Erie  County  was:  For  Ritner,  1,743;  AA'olf,  104;  Aluhlerrburg, 
1,281.  In  the  State  the  vote  was  as  follows:.  Jo.seph  Ritner,  Anti-AIason, 
94,023;  George  Wolf,  Democrat,  05,804;  Henrv  A.  Aluhleuburg,  Democrat, 
40,586. 

Anti-AIasonic  County  Ticket — Assembly,  John  H.  AA'ulker,  Erie;  Commis- 
sioner, James  Aliles.  Girard;  Auditor,  AYilliam  Benson,  AAMterford. 

Democratic  County  Ticket — Asseinljly,  P.  S.  A7  llamot,  Erie;  Commission- 
er, John  Gingrich.  Mill  Creek;  Auditor,  David  Webber,  Concord. 

All  of  the  Anti-AIasonio  candidates  were  elected  bv  an  average  majoritv  of 
400. 
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A pi'oposiliou  to  bold  a conveution  for  revising-  the  Stale  Constitution  was 
carried  by  10,404  majority.  Erie  County  cast  3,023  vote.s  for  tlie  eonveutiou 
aiivi  2l  against  it. 

Tlie  following  bit  of  political  bistorv  appeared  iu  the  Erio  Dispatch  in 

1SS2  : 

“YVheu  the  Democratic  party  was  rent  in  twain  in  lSiir),by  one  of  the  most 
serious  of  discordant  oleuieuts,  two  State  Conventions  -wr-re  bold.  One  pi-e- 
sided  over  by  the  late  Chief  Justice  Thompson  nominated  G-eorge  Wolf  tor 
Governor  for  a third  term.  The  anti-YY'olf  delegates,  being  a minority  of  the 
convention,  jirotested  against  the  nomination  and  at  once  juet  and,  under  the 
presidency  of  the  same  gentleman,  nominated  Hetiry  A.  Muhlenberg.  The 
Democratic  party  with  their  two  candidates  iu  the  held  battled  bravely,  not  so 
much  with  hopes  of  success  as  to  test  the  J'elative  strength  of  the  hostile  fac- 
tious. Gov.  Wolf’s  vote  evas  65,504.  i\lv.  iMulilenberg’s  ■U'lUSG.  The 
result  proved  disastrous  to  the  Democratic  party  and  resulted  in  the  election 
of  Joseph  Kitner  by  a plurality  vote  of  S,UH).  .At  once  commenced  plans  of 
reconstruction  and  conciliation,  though  the  elements  of 'discord  were  deep- 
seated  and  the  contest  was  of  the  most  embittered  character.  Both  wings  of 
the  party  had  to  be  recoopiized  as  Democratic,  and  no  ostracism  by  the  national 
administration  agaio.st  either  wing  of  the  party  was  to  Im  tolerated.  Y;in 
Buren,  as  I’resident,  was  appealeel  to  by  leading  men  of  l)oth  parties.  He  at 
once  determined  to  use  the  best  means  in  liis  power  to  suppress  antagonism, 
and  if  possible  unite  the  party.  .He  appoinl-e'd  Muhlenberg  as  dlinister  to 
Yieuna  anclAVolf  Collector  of  the  Eon  of  Philadelphia.  J.’bis  recognition 
went  far  to  restore  confidence,  allay  bad  feeling  and  unite  the  party.  The 
union  was  so  far  perfected  that  at  the  time  of  the  next  Gubernatorial  election 
in  1S3S,  the  Democratic  party  was  united  and  elected  by  a large  majority 
David  It.  Porter  over  Joseph  Piituer,  and  ever  after  has'  continued  a ituited 
party.  ’ ’ 

1S3G. 

The  Democratic  candidate  for  Congress  was  Arnold  Plumer,  A^enarigo 
County;  the  Anti -Masonic  was  David  Dick,  Crawford  CounG.  The  vote  of 
the  county  was:  For  Dick,  1,773;  for  Plnmer,  1,214.  In  the  district, Dick  had 
3,628,  Pluraor,  4,323,  the  latter  being  elected. 

The  county  tickets,  with  the  vote  for  each  candidate,  were  as  follows  : The 
apportionment  bill  of  1835  gave  Erie  County  two  Assemblymen. 

Anti-Masonic — Assembly,  Thomas  K.  Aliller,  Springtield.  1,948;  Elijah 
Babbitt,  Erie,  1,716;  Commissioner,  Samuel  Low,  Harbor  Creek,  1,719;  Cor- 
oner, Samuel  W.  Keefer,  Erie.  1,696;  Auditor,  William  II.  Crawford,  North 
East,  1.6S9 — all  being  elected. 

Democratic — Assembly,  James  C.  Alarshall,  Girard,  1,281;  Frederick  W. 
Miller,  AVaterford.  1.032*;  Commissioner,  AVilliam  Doty,  SjU'ingfield,  1,244; 
Coroner,  Anthony  Saltsinan,  Alill  fh’eek,  1,158;  Auditor.  James  'Wilson, 
Greenfield,  1,176.* 

The  Presidential  election  was  held  October  31.  The  Anti-AJasonic  candi- 
date.H  were:  For  President,  Gen.  Wdlliatn  H.  Harrison,  Ohio;  for  A’ice  Presi- 
dent, Francis  Granger,  New  York.  The  elector  for  thi.s  district  was  James 
Cochran,  Crawford  County.  The  Democratic  candidates  were:  For  President, 
Martin  Yan  Buren,  New  A'ork;  for  A"ice  President,  Bicbard  AI.  Johnson,  Ken- 
tucky. The  elector  was  Johu  P.  Davis,  Crawford  Comity.  Below  is  the  vote: 
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Erie 

McKean 

Fair  view 

Spriuglield  . . . . 

Conneaut 

Waterford  . . . . 
Tlr.rljor  Creele 

North  East 

Greenfield 

Union 

Venango 

Wasliington. . 
Beaver  Diun.. 

Elk  Creek 

Concord 

Amity 

Wayne 

Lel-ioeuf 

tiirard 

Mill  Creek 

Total 


Harrison. 

Van  Rti 

217. 

113 

147 

20 

125 

18 

182 

67 

86 

91 

192 

92 

154 

75 

137 

197 

48 

37 

59 

25 

86 

44 

133 

58 

81 

37 

79 

82 

15 

47 

26 

43 

42 

22 

ioO 

55 

155 

94 

205 

95 

1 

CO 

1 

1,312 

The  vote  of  the  State  was  as  follows: 

Van  Bui-en,  91,475;  Harrison,  87,111;  Van  Bureu’s  majority,  4,364. 

Van  Enron  and  Johnsoji  were  elected  by  a large  majority  of  the  electoral 
voles  of  the  Union. 

An  election  for  delegates  to  the  convention  for  framing  a new  Constitu- 
tion was  held  on  the  same  day.  The  candidates,  with  tlieir  votes,  were  as 
follows : 

Senatorial  delegate — Anti-l.Iasonic,  Daniel  Sager,  Crawford  County,  2,064 
in  Erie  County,  and  3,2-19  in  the  district.  Democratic,  Henry  Colt,  YVater- 
ford,  1,330  in  Erie  County,  3,010  in  the  district — Sager  being  elected. 

Representative  delegates— x4nti-Hasouic,  Thomas  H.  Sill,  Erie,  2,079; 
James  Pollock.  Le  Bceuf,  2,063.  Democratic,  Wilson  Smith,  "Waterford, 
1,314;  Henry  L.  Harvey,  Erie,  1,315 — Sill  and  Pollard  being  elected. 


1S37. 

The  candidates  for  State  Senator  (Erie  and  CraAvforJ  constituting  the  dis- 
trict) were:  Anti-Masonic,  Joseph  M.  Sterrett,  Erie;  Democratic,  Edward  A. 

Ileynolds,  Crawford.  The  vote  for  Sterrett  in  Erie  County  was  1,840;  for 
Reynold.s,  1,065.  Stereett  was  elected  by  about  400  majority  in  the  district, 
Crawford  being  at  that  time  Democratic. 

The  county  tickets,  with  the  vote,  Avere  as  follows; 

Anti  Masonic — .Yssembly,  Charles  M.  Eeed,  Erie,  2.087;  David  SaAvdy, 
Conneaut.  1,773;  Sheriff,  xWidreAv  Scott,  Erie,  1,715;  Commissioner,  Thomas 
SteiTett,  iMcKean,  1,757;  Auditor,  Thomas  Nicholsou,  Mill  Creek,  1,876. 

Democratic — Assembly,  IMaidin  Strong.  Sr.,  Beaver  Dam,  902;  David  H. 
Chapman,  Fairview,  630;  Sheriff’,  .\lbert  Thayer,  Mill  Creek,  1,204;  Com- 
missioner, Eli  W'ebster,  Beaver  Dam,  94-1. 


1838. 

The  Anti-Masons  again  nominated  Joseph  Piitner  for  Governor;  the  Demo- 
crats placed  in  nomination  David  11.  Porter,  of . Huntingdon  County.  The 
vote  of  the  county  Avas:  For  llitner,  2,747;  for  Porter.  1,505 — Kitner’s  major- 
ity, 1,182.  In  the  State  the  result  Avas  as  follows;  David  R.  Porter,  Demo- 
crat, 127,821;  Joseph  Rituer,  Anti-Ma.=dn,  122,325 — majority  for  Porter,  5,496. 
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Tbo  organization  of  the  Legislature,  in  December  following  this  election, 
causer!  those  troubles  which  have  heeu  named  in  derision  the  “ Luckshol  war.” 
Thoir  histoiw  may  be  brietly  given  as  follows:  When  tho  Keturn  Judges  of 

Philadelphia  County  met  in  convention,  a motion  was  made  to  throw’  out  tfie 
votes  of  tho  Xorthern  Liberties,  on  account  of  a!leg(*d  frauds.  By  accepting 
the  votes,  the  Anti-iMasenie  candidates  for  Congress,  State  Senator  and  Asse.m- 
bly  VN’ere  elected;  their  rejection  gave  the  seats  to  tlie  Detnocratic  candidates. 
The  Democrats  had  a majority  of  the  Judges,  ami  the  returns  were  not  ac- 
cepted. The  Anti-Masonic  Judges  bolted  and  made  out  other  returns,  inedud- 
iog  the  vote  of  the  Xorthern  Liberties,  which  were  sent  to  Thomas  H.  Bur- 
rowes,  Anti-Masonic  Secretary  of  State,  at  Harrisburg.  When  the  Legislalure 
assembled,  each  seCof  candidates  apipeared  for  admission,  and  in  the  House  the 
two  parties  were  so  nearly  balanced  that  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the 
Philadelphians  involved  the  control  of  tho  body.  Meantime,  much  excitement 
prevailed  throughout  tho  .State,  and  serious  disturbances  were  threatened.  On 
the  day  of  meeting,  Harrisburg  was  full  of  angry  men,  but  if  w’e  can  rely  on 
the  Anti-  Atasonic  papers  of  the  time,  the  Democrats  were  largely  in  the  ascend- 
ent, The  vote  for  S],)eaker  was  taken,  when  the  Demoerat.s  supported  M'illiam 
Hopkins,  and  the  Auti-Mascirs  Thomas  S.  Cuuni’igham,  each  party  having 
separate  tellers.  Both  claimed  to  bo  elected,  and  for  some  time  occupied  seats 
on  the  platform,  side  by  side.  Of  course,  under  such  circumstances,  no  busi- 
ness cuitld  be  transacted,  and  affairs  were  brought  to  a dead- lock.  The  Senate, 
which  contained  a majority  of  Anti-Masons,  recognized  the  Cunningham  House. 
Excitement  ina-eased  throughout  the  State,  and  the  Democrats,  resolved  not  to 
be  defeated  in  their  programme,  threatened  to  maintain  Air.  Hopkins'  right  to 
the  Speakership  by  force.  The  Governor,  in  his  frigh.t,  called  out  the  militia 
of  the  adjoining  counties,  but  when  they  reached  Harrisliurg  it  was  found  that 
the  Democrats  were  in  the  majority  among  the  troops,  so  that  the  Anti-Masons 
could  not  depend  upion  their  suppiort  He  then  wrote  to  President  Van  Buren 
for  aid,  who  plumply  refused.*  After  an  agitation  of  several  weeks,  four 
Anti-Masonic  Senators  receded  from  their  original  position,  voted  to  recognize 
the  Hopkins  House,  and  terminated  all  trouble  in  the  Legislature.  The  Anti- 
Masons  throughout  the  State  were  tierce  in  their  denunciations  of  the  recreant 
Senators,  but  soon  subsided  into  acquiescence,  and  finis  ended  one  of  the  most 
memorable,  as  it  was  also  one  of  the  most  dbsgracefnl,  incidents  in  Pennsylvania 
history.  Amid  all  the  excitement,  no  blood  wuis  spilled.  From  this  date,  the 
Anti -Masonry  party  of  Pennsylvania  rapidly  declined,  and  in  a few  years  sunk 
out  of  existence. 

The  Anti-Masons  again  nominated  .David  Dick  for  Congress.  John  Gal- 
braith, of  A’enango,  was  the  Democratic  candidate.  In  the  county,  Dick  re- 
ceived 2.61-1:  votes,  and  Galbraith,  1,610.  Dick's  vote  in  the  district  was 
5,918:  Galbraith’s,  6. 19S.  the  latter’s  majority  being  280.  The  district  com- 
prised Erie,  Crawford,  Venango  and  Warren  Counties,  the  three  latter  giving 
Democratic  majorities. 

The  county  tickets,  with  the  vote  for  each  candidate,  were  as  follows. 

Anti-.Masonic — Assembly,  Samuel  Hutchins,  Waterford,  2,5Sl;  William  M. 
Watts,  Erie,  2,368;  Commissioner,  A'illiam  E.  McNair,  Alill  Creek,  2,591; 
Auditor,  Alexander  W.  Brewster,  Erie,  2,601. 

Democratic — Assembly,  Ebenezer  D.  Gunnison,  Erie,  1.040;  Myron  Hutch- 
inson, Girard,  1,580;  Commissioner,  J.  P.  Grant,  Wayne,  1,522;  Auditor, 
Samuel  T.  Axtell,  Union,  1,524. 

*The  I’niud  ."states  Storekeeper  at  Frankl’ort  turned  over  a liberal  supply  of  amimmition  to  the  State  au- 
thorities, much  of  which  consisted  of  buckshot  cartridges.  Hence  the  name  of  “ Buckshot  war.” 
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A vote  tvas  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution,  with  the  follow- 
ing resrdt  in  the  State:  For  the  Constitution.  113,981;  against,  112.759.  Erie 
County  went  against  the  instrument  hy  a tuajority  of  1,721. 

Previous  to  this,  negroes  had  voted  in  the  State.  Tho  new  C'lonstitution 
excluded  them  from  suffrage.  In  the  Convention,  our  delegates  were  divided, 
l\[r.  Sill  voting  for  negro  suffrage,  and  Mr.  Pollock  against.  The  Anti-lMasons 
had  a slight  majority  in  the  body. 

The  new  Constitution  provided  for  the  election  of  Prothonotary  and  Ilegis- 
ter  and  Ilecorder,  instead  of  their  ap[)oiutment  by  the  Governor  as  before. 
The  sante  instrument  also  changed  the  manner  of  selecting  Justices  of  the 

;r>  o 

Peace  from  appointment  to  election  by  the  people.  The  choice  of  the  latter 
oflicers  was  not  made  until  the  spring  election  in  1840,  the  old  incumbents  re- 
taining their  position  until  the  tirst  Monday  of  May  in  that  year. 

1839. 

The  county  ticket.s,  with  the  vote  for  each  candidate,  were  as  follows: 

Anti-Masonic — Assembly,  Samuel  Hutchins,  7Vaicrford_,  1,927;  YVilliam 
M.  AVatts,  Erie,  1,713;  Prothonotary,  AA'illiara  Kelly,  Erie,  1,791;  Reg- 
ister and  Recorder.  Thomas  Aloorhead.  Erie,  1,997;  Coinruissioner  for  three 
years,  Lyman  . Robinson,  AVattsburg,  1,845;  Commissioner  for  one  year  (to 
supply  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  tlie  death  of  Thomas  Sterrett),  Samuel  Low, 
Harbor  Creek.  1,886:  Coroner,  John  K.  Caldwell,  Alill  Creek,  1,817;  Auditor, 
Gideon  J.  Hall,  Erie.  1,701. 

Democratic — Assembly.  AAdlliam  Townsend,  Springfield,  1,522;  Prothono- 
tary, James  C.  Alarshall.  Girard,  1,155;  Register  and,  Recorde)-,  E.  I>.  Gunni- 
son, 1,390;  Commissioner,  three  years,  James  Duncan,  Korth  East,  1,420; 
Commissioner,  one  year,  Horace  Powers.  AA'ashington,  1,374;  Coroner,  P.  P. 
Glazier,  Erie,  1,391;  Auditor,  Alartin  Strong.  Beaver  Dam,  1.403. 

Rev.  J.  H.  AV  hallon,  Erie,  was  nominated  by  the  Democrats  for  Assembly, 
but  declined.  Dr.  AVilliain  Johns,  Erie,  who  had  previovsly  sought  the  .Anti- 
Masonic  nomiripJion  for  the  office,  announced  himself  as  an  indej)ondent  can- 
didate, and  was  supported  by  a portion  of  the  Democrats.  Pfe  received  1,137 
votes  in  the  county. 

A proposition  to  build  a county  poor  house,  was  submitted  to  the  people, 
and  defeated  by  a majority  of  154  votes. 

1840. 


Before  this  year,  each  township  took  care  of  its  own  poor.  A proposition 
to  build  a county  poor  house  met  with  much  opposition,  but  on  being  sub- 
mitted to  a vote  of  the  people  at  the  spring  elections,  was  c:\rried  by  a vote  of 
1,599  in  favor  to  1.515  against.  At  this  election,  Justices  of  the  Peace  were 
chosen  by  popular  vote  for  the  tinst  time,  their  selection  having  been  previous- 
ly vested  in  the  Governor. 

Tho  Anti-AIasonic  party  had  by  this  time  given  up  the  ghost,  and  the 
AVhig  party  was  organized  upon  its  remains.  The  AVhig  candidate  for  Con- 
gress was  AVilliam  A.  Irvine,  of  Warren  County;  the  Democratic,  Arnold 
Plumer,  of  A'enaugo,  the  latter  being  elected.  I’he  following  is  the  vote  in 
the  district: 


Erie 

Crawford 
A'euango. 
AVarren. . 
Clarion  . 


Irvine. 

Phuupr. 

2,005 

.2,175 

2,640 

. 679 

1,007 

. b35 

925 

,.  610- 

1.329 

Total 


7,600 


7,906 
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HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


The  county  tickets,  with  the  vote  for  each  candidate,  were  as  follows: 

— Assembly,  Stephen  Skimier,  l^rcKeau,  3,289;  James  D.  Dunlap, 
Erie,  3,2S1;  Sheri ti,  E.  W.  M.  Blaine,  North  East,  3,290;  Commissioner, 
Kussell  Stancliff,  AVashington,  3,2SJ;  Auditor,  James  Milos,  Girard  Town- 
ship, 3,2-17. 

Domoeraiic — Assembly,  AYilli.am  Townsend,  Springlldd,  2,033;  Anthony 
Saltsman,  Mill  Creek,  2,030;  SheritV,  Benjamin  F.  .Norris,  Greene,  2.U12; 
Commissioner,  James  Duncan,  North  East,  2,00-i;  Auditor,  G.  J.  Stranahan, 
Concord,  2,002. 

At  this  election,  .Directors  of  the  Boor  were  chosen  for  the  tirst  time,  each 
townsliip  having  before  elected  its  own  Overseers.  The  candidates  on  the 
Whig  ticket  were  Thomas  E,  Miller,  Springfield;  James  Benson.  AVaterford 
Township;  and  George  AV.  AA'alker,  Harlior  Creek,  all  of  whom  were  tdecdcd. 
The  Democratic  candidates  were  AA'iliiara  AAk  AAuirnei',  Fairview;  Sherburn 
Smith.  Erie;  and  AAhliiam  AA’yatt,  Harbor  Creek. 

At  the  general  election  following,  the  AAdiig  candidates  were:  h'or  Presi- 
dent, Gen.  AA’illiam  H.  Harrison,  of  Ohio;  for  Auce  President,  John  Tyler,  of 
Ahrginia.  John  Dick,  of  Crawford  Couutj%  was  the  AVhig  elector  for  this  dis- 
trict. The  Democrats  again  supported  \an  Bnren  and  Johnson.  Stephen 
Barlow,  of  Crawford  County,  was  the  electoral  candidate.  The  following  is 


the  vote  of  the  county: 

Harrison.  Van  Burcn. 

El'ie,  \Yest  YYaid 17-^  9(3 

Eric,  Bast  Ward 203  83 

AIcKean 20S  71 

Fairview 247  53 

Spi'ingtie'id 285  87 

Conneaut 197  125 

AVatcrford  Townsliip 172  67 

Harbor  Creek 227  100 

Nortl)  Ea.st  Township 158  174 

Greenfield 91  55 

Ilnion 81  36 

A'enango  and  AN'attsburg 122  69 

AYasliiugton  and  Ediiiboro 244  71 

Greene 112  66 

Elk  Creek 163  137 

Concord 38  81 

Amity 46  61 

lYayne So  51 

LeBcEuf 71  93 

Girard 301  229 

Aim  Creek 319  D2 

North  East  Corough 43  :J8 

AVaterford  Borough 46  30 


Total 3,636  2,061 


In  the  State — Harrison,  l-f4,02.1;  A^au  Buren,  143,672.  Harrison’s  ma- 
jority, 349. 

Harrison  & Tyler  were  elected.  The  former  served  only  one  mouth,  when 
he  died  in  office,  and  was  succeeded  by  John  Tyler,  who  soon  became  unpopular 
with  the  party  that  elected  him. 

The  AVhigs  aud  Democrats  both  held  conventions  in  Erie  this  year, 
on  the  10th  of  September.  The  assemblage  was  the  largest  ever  known  in 
the  Northwest  up  to  that  time. — [S'cc  Notable  FrcuG.] 


1841. 

The  AVhig  candidate  for  Governor  was  John  Banks,  of  Berks  County;  the 
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Democrats  again  supported  David  R,  Portei',  of  Huntingdon.  The  county  gavo 
Ranks  2,056  votes,  and  Porter  .1,855.  In  the  State  the  vote  was  as  follows; 

David  II.  Porter.  Democrat,  130,501;  John  Banks.  51  hig,  113,473.  Ma- 
jority for  the  Democrats,  23,031. 

The  Abolitionists  held  their  ti3.'st  convention  in  Pennsylvania  this  year,  and 
nominated  Dr.  Fiuncis  J.  LeMoyne,  of  Washington  County,  for  Governor,  rvho 
received  730  votes  in  all.  Of  these,  forty  were  cast  in  Erie_  County,  as  fol- 
lows: 


Elk  Creek 2 

East  'U'ard  of  Erie 2 

tVest  Ward  of  Eire 4 

Fair  view 1 

Harbor  Creek 12 

LeBonif 1 

NortliEast  Township 9 

North  East  Borough .r 

Venango 4 

Wattshurg ■. 6 

AVaterford  Borough 1 


The  Democrats  made  no  nomination  for  the  State  Senate  and  supported 
Joliu  5V.  Parrelly.  of  Crawford,  who  van  as  an  independent  Whig  candidate. 
John  Dick,  of  Crawford,  was  the  regular  AVhig  candidate.  The  vote  of  the 
district  was  as  follows; 

nick,  Fsneliy. 

Erie 2,(103  1,955 

Crawford 1,S8T  2,774 


Total 4.550  4,729 

The  connty  tickets,  with  the  votes,  were  as  follows: 

Whig — Assembly,  James  D.  Dunlap,  Eric,  2,6S3;  Stephen  C.  Lee,  Greene, 
2,040;  Commissioner,  David  Sawdy.  Gonneaut,  2.489;  Treasurer,  James  55’ill- 
iams,  Erie,  2,589;  Airditor,  Moses  Barnett,  Fairview,  2,571;  Director  of  the 
Poor,  Conrad  Brown,  of  Alill  Creek  (no  opposition). 

The  Democrats  made  no  nominations,  but  sujiported  Independent  candidates, 
as  follows; 

Assembly,  Robert  S.  Hunter,  Erie,  1.096;  WGlliam  Miner,  Harbor  Creek, 
1,667;  Commissioner,  Ira  Parker,  Mill  Creek,  1,405;  Treasurer,  John 
Hughes,  Erie,  1,300;  Auditor,  Joseph  Y.  IMoorhead,  Harbor  Creek,  1.327. 

Mr.  AVilliams  was  the  lirst  County  Treasurer  chosen  by  popular  vote. 

1S42. 

The  M"hig  county  ticket,  with  the  vote  for  each  candidate,  was  as  follows; 
Assembly,  Stephen  Skinner.  McKean.  1,880;  Lyman  Robinson,  AVattsburg, 
1,804;  Rrothonotarv,  AAAlson  King.  Erie.  1,928;  Register,  Thrmias  Moor- 
bead,  Jr.,  Erie.  2,430:  Commissioner.  Joseph  Henderson,  Alill  Creek.  2,0<5; 
Coroner.  Hezekiah  Bates,  Erie,  1,971;  Auditor,  Benjamin  Gunnison,  Greene, 
2,027;  Director  of  the  Poor,  John  Evans,  Sr.,  Alill  Creek,  1,982. 

The  Democrats  made  no  regular  nominations,  but  supported  Independent 
candidates  for  the  various  offices.  The  Abolitionists  had  a regular  ticket  in 
the  held  for  every  office  except  Director  of  the  Poor.  Below  is  a list  of  all  the 
candidates,  with  their  votes. 

Assembly,  Dr.  AATlliam  Johns,  Erie  (Independent  AVhigi,  989;  Sylvester 
W.  Piandall  (Xlemocrat),  Erie,  1,358;  Josej'h  Neely  (AAArking  Alen’s),  Har- 
bor Creek,  lit;  David  H.  Chapman  tAbolitioui.st).  Fairview.  216;  James  Al. 
Aloorhead  (.-VboIitioui.st),  Harbor  Creek,  238;  Prothouotary,  James  C.  Alar- 
shall  (Democrat).  Girard,  1,627;  George  Kellogg  (Abolitionist),  Erie,  179; 
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Reed. 

Irvine. 

. 2,867 

1,560 

. 620 

800 

. 259 

342 

135 

405 

. 449 

536 

743 

1,330 

.5,073 

5,033 

Rogi-ster,  Willinm  Gray  (Abolitionist),  "Wayne,  134;  Coimnis.sionev,  Matthew 
Greer  (Deiijocrat),  North  East,  781;  William  Himrocl  (Abolitionist),  Erie, 
If'iG;  Corouer,  Aio\‘  Mobali'ey  (Abolitionist).  Erie,  301;  Auditor,  W^illiam 
Vincent  (Abolitionist),  Waterford,  1G2;  Director  of  the  Poor,  John  Gingrich 
(Democrat),  Mill  Creeh,  717. 

"1843. 

Tho  lirst  Canal  Cornmis:h oners  elected  by  popular  vote  were  chosen  this 
year.  The  M*hig  canclidaces  were  William  Tweed,  Benjamin  Weaver  and 
Simoon  Gmlliford;  the  Democratic,  James  Clark,  Jesse  Miller  and  WTlliam  B. 
Poster,  Jr.  The  average  Whig  majority  in  the  county  was  about  1,150.  The 
Democrats  carried  tho  State  by  an  average  majority  of  14,500.  Hugh  Mehaf- 
fey,  Hugh  D.  King  and  James  Moorhead  ran  as  Independent  Anti-Masons, 
and  received  about  270  votes  in  the  State. 

The  AVhig  candidate  for  Congress  was  Charles  AI.  Reed,  of  Erie;  the 
Democratic,  Dr.  Galbraith  A.  Irvine,  of  "Warren.  The  vote  of  the  district 
was  as  follows:  ■ 

Erls 

WaiTcn 6'20 

liIcKi.  an 

Potter 135 

Jefi'erson 

Clarion 743 

T’otal 5,01 

The  atiportionment  bill  of  1842  made  a Senatorial  district  of  Erie  County 
alone.  Elijah  Babbitt  v,-"as  the  AVhig  candidate,  and  James  C.  Alarshall  the 
Democratic.  The  vote  was  for  Babbitt  2,046,  for  Alarshall,  1,554 — Babbitt’s 
majority,  1,092.  Galen  Forster,  Abolition  candidate,  received  73  votes. 

Tlie  following  was  the  vote  for  other  candidates: 

Whig — Assembly.  James  D.  Dunlap,  Erie,  2,536;  David  A.  Gould,  Spring- 
held,  1,5(3;  Sherifi’.  WTlliam  E.  AIcNair.  Alill  Creek,  2,465;  Commissioner, 
Robert  Gray,  Pinion,  2.648;  Treasurer.  Gideon  J.  Ball,  Erie,  2,595;  Auditor, 
William  AI.  Arbuckle,  Erie,  2,574;  Director  of  the  Poor,  James  Anderson, 
AVaterford  Township,  2,544. 

Democratic — Assembly,  Alartin  Strong,  Greene,  1,657;  George  H.  Cutler, 
Elk  Creek,  1,039;  Sheriff.  J’ames  Lytle,  Erie,  1.729;  Commissioner,  G.  J. 
Stranahan,  Concord.  1,504;  Treasurer,  Stephen  C.  AValker,  Erie,  1,481;  Au- 
ditor, Eli  AVebster,  Greene,  1,501 ; Director  of  the  Poor,  Joseph  E.  Lee,  North 
East,  1,512. 

Abolilion — Assembly,  AATHiam  Gray,  AVayne,  79;  James  AI.  AJoorhoad, 
Harbor  Creek,  87;  Sheriff,  Ale.v  AlcClellau.  Mill  Creek'.  86;  Commissioner, 
John  P>.  Fluke,  Erie,  73;  Treasurer,  Clinton  George,  Erie,  85;  Auditor,  Am- 
brose Shelly,  Harbor  Creek,  90;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Samuel  Brecht,  Fair- 
view,  90. 

1844. 

For  Governor,  the  Democrats  nominated  Francis  R.  Shunk,  Allegheny 
County;  the  AVhigs,  Gen.  Joseph  Alarkle.  AVestmoreland;  the  Abolitionists, 
F.  J.  LeAIoyne,  AVashington.  Erie  County  gave  Alarkle  3,501  votes,  Shunk, 
2,207,  and  LeAIoyne,  69. 

The  vote  of  the  State  was  as  follows: 

Shunk,  160,403;  Alarkle,  156,120;  LeAIoyne,  2,075.  Shank’s  majority 
over  Alarkle,  4,283. 

The  candidates  for  Canal  Comminissioner  were  Simon  Guilford,  AVhig; 
Joshua  Hartshorn,  Democrat;  AVilliam  Larimer,  Jr.,  Abolition.  Tho  vote  was 
about  the  same  as  that  for  Governor. 
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Geu.  Reed  was  re-nomiuatod  by  tbe  AYhigs  for  Cougress.  James  ThoDijj- 
S05J,  Erie,  was  the  Democratic,  luid,  John  Mann,  J-’otter,  the  Abolition  candidate. 
The  vote  of  the  district  was  as  follows: 


Itecd.  Thonipson. 

Erie 2,180 

AYarren S-Ri  1,001 

Ale  Kean 311  tl.Y 

T'olter 206  o31 

JeU'uii(-u 038  777 

Clarion 7'09  1,S6S 

Total 6,304  (I,S32 


Mr.  IMann  received  but  00  votes  in  all,  of  which  45  were  cast  in  Erie 
County.  Hamlirr  Russell,  Abolition,  also  received  14  votes  in  this  county  for 
the  same  office. 

The  county  ticket.s,  with  the  vote  for  each  candidate,  were  as  follows: 

bVhig — Assembly,  Mark  Baldwin,  North  East,  3,443;  James  D.  Dunlap, 
Erie,  3,445;  Commissioner,  Isaac  MAbster,  Eairview,  3,343;  Auditor,  Thomas 
Pierce,  LeBceuf,  3,3S0;  Director  of  Poor,  David  Keirnedy,  Erie,  3,332 — all  be- 
ing elected. 

Democratic — Assembly.  George  H.  Cutler,  Girard.  2,147:  David  Allison, 
North  East,  2,135;  Commissioner,  James  Wilson,  Greentield,  2,21ti;  Auditor, 
Alicluiel  Jack.son,  Conneaut,  2,14S;  Director  of  Poor,  James  M.  Reed,  Alill 
Creek,  2,156. 

Abolition — -Assembly,  David  H.  Chapman,  Fairview;  Aaron  Iveliogg,  Erie; 
Commissioner,  Nathaniel  Wilson,  Enion;  Auditor,  Alexander  McClellan.  Alill 
Creek;  Director  of  Poor,  Silas  AValker,  Harbor  Creek.  This  ticket  received  an 
average  of  about  70  votes. 

A vote  was  taken  to  decide  whether  the  main  line  of  the  State  puWic  works 
should  be  sold  or  not.  The  proposition  received  a majorir.y  of  447  in  Erie 
County,  but  was  defeated  in  the  general  vote  of  tlio  State  bv  a majority  of 
21,431 

The  M'hig  party  nominated  Henry  Clay,  of  Kentucky,  for  President,  and 
Theodore  Erelinghuysen,  of  New  Jersey,  for  Vice  President.  AVilliam  A.  Ir- 
vine was  the  electoral  candidate  for  this  district.  The  Democratic  nominees 
were  James  K.  Polk,  of  Tennessee,  for  President,  and  George  M.  Dallas,  of 
Pennsylvania,  for  Vice  President.  Christian  Myers,  of  Clarion  County,  was 
the  candidate  for  elector.  The  Abolitionists  ran  James  G.  Birney,  of  Michi- 
gan, for  President,  who  received  74  votes  in  the  county  and  3,138  in  the  State. 
James  M.  Mooiliead,  of  Harbor  Creek,  was  the  candidate  for  elector. 

The  following  was  the  Whig  and  Democratic  vote  in  the  county: 
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Xortli  East  Township. 
Xortli  I'.asc  15nron"li. 

yiirin;;li(.'!d 
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\"Mnm"o 

Wattslnirii 

\Vas!iin,!.’loii 

Waterford  IJoron''!). . . 
^VaierfOI■d  T ownship 
Wayne. . 
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. .IfiS 

102 

. .209 

C'l 

103 

. . 73 

53 

..102 

55 

. . 20 

13 

..215 

79 

. . 54 

25 

. .178 

78 

- - 55 

68 

3,030 

2,-228 

Tlio  vote  of  the  State  was  as  follows; 

Clay,  IGI.S08;  Polli,  lt)7,‘245.  Polk’s  majority,  0,382. 

Polk  and  Dallas  were  elected  by  a large  ma  jority  o-f  the  electoral  votes  of 
the  Union. 


1845. 


The  Democra.Tic  candidate  for  Canal  Commissioner  was  James  Burns,  jllf- 
llin  County;  the^^^^ig  candidate  was  Samuel  D.  Karns.  Dauphiti;  the  Abolition, 
'\\'illia.m  Larimer,  Allegheny.  In  Erie  County,  Burns  received  1,103  votes. 
Ivarns  1,831,  Larimer  82.  In  the  State,  Bnrms  had  1 19,510,  Ivarns  89,118  and 
Larimer  2,857.  The  Native  American  party  placed  a ticket  in  the  rield  for  the 
first  time  this  year,  and  George  Alorton,  their  candidate,  received  22,934  votes, 
most  of  them  being  ca.st  in  Philadelphia  and  the  neighboring  counties. 

Fdijah  Babbitt,  elected  State  Senator  in  1843,  resigned  his  seat  at  the  close 
of  his  second  session,  and  candidates  were  nominated  to  supply  the  vacancy. 
The  Whigs  supported  James  D.  Dunlap,  the  Democrats  Carson  Graham,  and 
the  Abolitionists  David  H.  Chapman.  The  vote  was  1,794  for  Dunlap,  1,192 
for  Graham,  and  89  for  Chairman. 

The  Democrats  made  no  county  nomiuation.s,  and  ap.ipear  to  have  allowed 
the  election  of  local  officers  to  go  by  default.  The  following  ai-e  the  candi- 
dates voted  for; 

Whig — Assembly,  J.  B.  John.'on,  Erie,  1,755;  Lyman  Robinson,  Wattsburg, 
1,785;  Prothonotary,  Wilson  King,  Erie,  1,888;  Register,  Thomas  Moorheud, 
Jr.,  Erie,  l.SlO;  Commissioner,  William  E.  Warvin,  Greenfield,  1,768;  Auditor, 
three  years,  James  H,  Campbell,  Edinboro,  1,099;  Auditor,  to  supply  vacancy, 
Simeon  Hunt,  Waterford,  1.694:  Coroner,  Thomas  Dillon,  Erie,  1,703;  Director 
of  Poor.  Curtis  Heidler,  Fair  view,  1,093. 

Abolition — Assembly,  Samuel  Kingsbury,  North  East,  191;  Nathan  Gould, 
Springfield,  190;  Protlionotary,  N.  Wilson.  Union,  100;  Register,  John  B. 
Fluke,  Erie,  103;  Commis.sioner. 'Williaju  Robinson,  North  East,  154;  Auditor, 
A.  N.  Wood.  Venango,  150;  David  Nellis.  Ihirbor  Creek.  153;  Coroner,  Alev. 
McClellan,  Mill  Creek,  IGS;  .Director  of  Poor,  Richard  Barnett,  Eairview,  l09. 


1840. 


The  Democratic  candidate  for  Canal  Cotnmissiouer  was  Av’illiam  B.  Foster; 
the  Whig.  James  M.  Power;  the  Abolitionist.  William  Elder,  and  the  Native 
•American,  George  Morton.  C>wing  to  a ]irejudice  against  ^fr.  Foster's  re-elec- 
tion, the  State  went  heavily  in  favor  of  the  Whig  party.  In  Erie  County, 
Power  had  1,801  votes.  Foster  895.  and  Elder,  74.  The  State  gave  Power 
97,913,  Foster  89,084.  Aforton  15,438.  Elder  2.097. 

J times  Thompson  was  re-nominated  by  the  Democrats  for  Congress,  and 
again  elected.  The  Whig  candidate  was  James  Carapbidi,  of  Clarion,  and  the 
Abolition,  John  Maun,  of  Potter.  The  vote  of  the  district  wtis  as  follows; 
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The  Democratic  canclidato  for  State  Senate  was  Smith  Jackson.  Eric;  the 
Whig.  J.  E.  Johnson,  Erie,  and  the  Abolition,  Nathan  Gould,  of  Springfield. 
Johnso7i  I'eceived  1.708  votes.  Jackson  873,  and  Gonld  SG. 

The  county  tickets  and  their  votes  were  as  follows.  The  Democrats  made 
no  nomination  for  Sheriff: 

Whig — Assembly,  William  Sanborn,  Amity,  1,719;  David  A.  Gonld,  Spring- 
held,  1,GGS;  Sheriff.  ALiles  W,  Canghey,  Fairviow,-  1.723;  Commissioner,  77  ill- 
iam  Campbell,  77'ashington,  1,710;  Treasnrej’,  John  S,  Brown.  Erie,  1,709; 
Auditor,  James  Chambers,  Harbor  Creek,  1,703;  Director  of  Boor,  7Villiam 
Bracken,  Le  Bmuf,  1,GS0. 

.I.>emocratic — Assembly,  E.  .Diuicombe,  Amity,  876;  Newton  Lonnsbnry, 
North  East,  857;  Commissioner,  James  77’ilson,  Greenfield,  7ST;  Treasurer, 
John  S.  Carter,  Erie.  846;  Auditor,  7Iartin  Strong,  Jr.,  7Vaterford,  706; 
Director  of  Poor,  Isaac  B.  Taylor,  77^ashington,  S06. 

Abolitionist— Assembly,  77hlliaiu  Gray,  7Vuyne,  84;  R.  Barnett.  Fairvicw, 
84;  Sheriff,  Aaron  Kellogg,  North  East,  182;  Commissioner,  Thomas  McClellan, 
Mill  Creek,  80;  Treasurer.  Alexander  IMehaftey,  Erie,  83;  Auditor,  Abner  H. 
Gonld,  Springfield,  79;  Director  of  .Boor,  Alvah  Francis,  Franklin,  85. 


1847. 

A vote  was  taken  at  the  symiug  election  whether  or  not  licenses  to  sell 
liquor  should  be  granted  in  the  county.  The  vote  was  2,416  in  favor  of 
license,  and  2,183  against. 

The  77Tiigs  nominated  for  Governor  James  Irvin,  of  Centre  County;  the 
Democrats  supported  Francis  R.  Shank:  the  Abolitionists,  E.  J.  LeYloyue; 
and  the  Native  Americans,  E.  C.  Reigart,  Jjaucaster.  Erie  County  gave  Irvin 
2,586  votes;  Sbunk.  1.728;  LeAloyny,  130. 

The  vote  of  the  State  was  as  follows;  Shunk,  146,084;  Irvin,  128,148; 
Reigart,  11,247;  Le7Ioyue,  1,861;  Shuuk’s  majority  over  Irvin,  18,936. 

For  Canal  Commissioner,  Jo.seplr  7V.  Batton,  Cmiiberland,  was  the  Whig 
candidate;  7Iorris  Longstreth,  Montgomeiw,  the  Democratic;  77'illlam  B. 
Thomas,  Bhiladelphia,  tlic  Abolition;  and  George  Morton,  Dauphin,  the  Na- 
tive American,  Longstreth  being  elected  by  about  the  same  vote  as  Shunk. 

The  Pennsylvania  soldiers  in  the  Mexican  war  voted  for  State  officers,  and 
gave  a large  majority  for  the  Democratic  candidates. 

The  Democrats  made  no  nominations  for  county  officers,  leaving  the  field 
clear  for  the  7Vhigs  and  Abolitionists.  The  following  were  the  candidates' 
vvith  the  vote  for  each: 

7\  hig — Assembly.  Gideon  J.  Ball,  Erie,  2,545;  7\'illiam  Sanborn,  Amity, 
1.-478;  Commissioner  H.  A.  Hills,  Conneaut,  2,359;  Auditor,  John  7Vood, 
LoBmuf,  2,421;  Director  of  Poor.  David  Sterrett,  McKean,  no  opposition. 

Aholition— Assembly,  Nathaniel  77filsou,  Union,  158;  Orange  Selkrigg, 
Norih  Ea.st,  15S;  Commissioner  B.  Beebe,  77'ayne,  152;  .Auditor,  E.  N.  77'ood, 
7Tnango,  148. 
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'^i’hc!  .Democratic  State  candidates  were  for  (lovernor,  ilorris  Lono;streth, 
INIontgomery;  for  C'aii;'.!  Couiini'siocer.  Israel  i'ainter.  Westmoreland.  The 
Wiiig'  candidiites  were  William  D.  Johnson,  Armstrong,  fi >r  Governor,  and  Xer 
jMiddleswarth,  Duioii,  for  Oanul  Commissioner.  Gov.  Simnk  had  died  l)efore 
the  expiration  of  his  term,  and  Mr.  Johnson,  who  was  .Sjieaker  of  the  Senate, 
Iiecame  Governin’.  Tire  gubeinatoricJ.  vote  was  rim  closest  timt  ever  occurred 
in  Pennsylvania,  John-'on  havino'  succeeded  by  only  'M)2  majority.  Mr. 
Longsti’eth's  defeat  was  occasioned  by  the  fact  of  Iris  having  been  Canal  Com- 
missioner. wliich  enabled  his  political  enemies  to  cj-eate  a considerable  degree 
of  jirejudioe  against  iiim.  The  Democratic  nominee  foi-  Cdinal  Commissioner 
was  elected  by  2.05S  majority.  .Tirie  County  gave  Jolinson  T.oUO  votes,  Ijoug- 
streth,  d.OSI;  Middleswarth.  3,dl)5,  and  Painter,  2, <190.  The  Abolitionists  and 
Native  Americans  had  no  State  ticket  in  tlie  held. 

The  candidates  for  Congre.ss  were  tiie  same  as  in  lS-it3,  and  James  TTiom])- 
son  was  again  elected  by  TS8  majority  over  Air.  CampbLdl, 

The  county  ticlcots  rvere  as  follows; 

Whig — Assembly,  G.  .J.  Ball,  Eiie,  3, 109;  Theodore  .Ryman,  Girai'd,  3,105: 
I’rothojiotary,  James  Skinner,  Ei'ie,  3,102;  Begister,  11.  J.  Sibley,  Waterford,  ■ 
3,U7T;  Commissioner,  George  TV.  Brecht,  Mill  Creek.  3.007';  Auditor,  John 
E.ag;ley,  Springlieid.  3,059;  Treasurer,  John  Huglies,  Erie,  3,101;  Director  of 
Poor,  David  Kennedy.  Erie,  3,025;  Coroner,  Samuel  L.  Foster,  Erie,  3,030. 

Democratic — Assembly,  Smitli  Jackson,  Erie,  1.023;  John  S.  Barnes,  Gi- 
rard, 1.02S;  Commissiomor,  James  OYiison.  Greentiuld,  1.031;  A’dditor,  B.  YO. 
Howard,  Amity.  1,5S5;  Director  of  Poor,  Henry  Colt,  Waterford,  1,555.  There 
were  no  candidates  for  Prothonotary,  Ivogister,  Treasurer  or  Coroner. 

Abolition — Assembly,  William  Beatty,  Erie,  371;  Job  Statlord,  MfcEean. 
367;  I'rothonotary,  Aaron  Kellogg.  North  Ea;^t,  1,303;  Begister,  Ira  Sherwin, 
Harbor  Creek,  -1S7;  Commissioner,  James  M.  Iiloorhead,  Harbor  Creek,  382: 
Auditor.  B.  Beebe,  Concord,  325;  Treasurer,  Henry  Cadwell,  Erie,  377;  Di- 
rector of  Boor,  Eli  Perkins,  Wayne,  357,  Coroner,  John  B.  Fluke,  Erie,  470. 

The  .National  tickets  were  as  follows:  Yvhig — foj’  President,  Zachary  Ta}"- 
lor,  Louisiana:  Vice  President,  Millard  Fillmore,  New  YMrk.  Democratic— 
for  President,  Lewis  Cass.  Michigan;  for  Vice  President,  William  O.  Bntlef. 
Kentucky.  Free-Soii — for  President,  Martin  Yau  Buren,  New  York;  for  Vice 
President,  Charles  .Fiancis  Adams,  iMassachusetts.  The  NVhig  candidate  for 
-Elector  in  our  district  w-aa  Thomas  H.  Sill,  Erie:  the  Democratic,  Timothy 
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Harbor  Cre^k 

184 
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26 

Total , 

3,418 

2,022 

356 

The  vote  of  the  Slate  was  as  follows;  Taylor,  lS5,ol4;  Cass,  171,998; 
Van  Buren,  11,203. 

Taylor  and  Fillmore  were  elected.  The  former  died  after  being  in  office 
about  a year  and  a half,  and  Mr.  .Fillmore  served  out  the  balance  of  the  term. 


1849. 

The  Whig  candidate  for  Canal  Commissioner  was  Henry  M.  I'uller.  of 
Luzerne;  the  Democratic,  John  A.  Gamble,  of  T^ycoming.  - The  vote  of  the 
county  was  2.503  for  Fuller  and  1,309  for  Gamble.  Mr.  Gamble  was  elected, 
receiving  135,S-i0  votes  to  133,111  for  Fuller.  Kimber  Cleaver,  of  Schuylkill, 
the  Xative  American  candidate,  received  3,259  votes  in  the  State,  but  none  in 
Erie  County. 

The  candidates  for  State  .Senate  were  John  H.  Walker,  Whig,  and  Murray 
Whallori,  Democrat.  Mr.  Walker  was  elected  by  a vote  of  2,417;  1,399  for 
Whaliou. 

The  county  tickets  were  as  follows; 

M hig  — Assembly,  James  C.  Reid,  Erie,  2,487;  Leffert  Hart,  Girard,  2,302; 
.Sheriff,  P.  E.  Burton,  Erie,  2,474;  Commissioner,  .Simeon  Stewart,  Concord, 
2,407;  Auditor.  John  L.  Way.  Greene,  2,474;  Director  of  Poor,  George  Fritts, 
'\^’aterfol■d,  2,457. 

Demoo-atic  — A,s.sembly,  David  Olin,  Girard,  1,349;  William  Grifi’eth, 
North  East,  1.350;  Sheriff,  E.  IV.  Gerrish,  Edinboro,  1,370;  Commissioner, 
Truman  Stewart,  Concord,  1,355;  Auditor,  Henry  Teller,  Girard,  1, 357;  Dix'ee- 
tor  of  Poor;  Houry  Gingrich,  Mill  Creek,  1,363; 


1850. 

Ihe  lirst  election  for  Auditor  and  Surveyor  General  was  held  this  year. 
']  ho -Dmiiocratic  State  ticket  consisted  of  William  T.  Morrison,  of  Montgomoi’y, 
for  Cana!  Commissioner;  Ephraim  Banks,  of  Mifflin,  for  Auditor  General;  and 
Jam'ss  Porter  Brawley,  of  Crawford,  for  .Surveyor  General.  The  AVhig  ticket  con 
listed  of  Joshua  Duncan,  of  Bucks,  for  Canal  Commissioner;  Henry  W.  .Sny- 
der, of  I nion,  for  Auditor  General;  and  Joseph  Henderson,  of  Washington,  for 
Surveyor  General.  The  CVhigs  carried  the  county  by  an  average  majority  of 
l,4o0,  but  were  defeated  in  the  .State,  Mr.  Brawdey  ran  some  three  thousand 
votes  behind  his  ticket. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution  making  Judges  elective  was  submitted 
to  tne  people,  and  144.578  votes  were  cast  in  its  favor  to  71,092  votes  in  op- 
}>o,sitiua.  Erie  County  gave  3,903  votes  for  the  amendment,  and  only  369 
against  it 

The  hig  candidate  for  Congress  was  John  H.  M'alker,  of  Erie  County; 
the  Democratic,  Carlton  B.  Curtis,  of  Warren.  The  following  was  the  vote  in 
the  district; 
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Erie 

Clarion. . . . 
Jeffersou. . , 
Wan  en. . . . 

I’olLer 
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V/alicer. 
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G,53<5 

Tlio  county  tickets,  with  the  vote  for  oacli  candi>iato,  were  as  follows: 

Whig  — Assembly,  James  C.  lieid,  of  Erie,  3,150;  .-Vlexandev  W.  Blaine, 
North  East,  3, 1 03 : Commissioner,  Thomas  l.lunn,  3.rcKean,  3,149;  Treasurer, 
Alfred  King,  Erie,  3,175;  Auditor,  ElaTol  Boyd,  W'utovford,  3.15S;  Director 
of  Poor;  Melvin  M.  Kelso,  Fairview,  3.097. 

Democratic— Assembly,  George  EL  Cutler,  Girard.  1,099;  C.  M.  Tibbals, 
Erie,  1,081;  Ccmmissioiier,  Henry  Allison,  North  East,  1,015;  Trecasurer, 
Henry  CacKvell,  Erie,  l,()9i;  Auditor,  Henry  Gingrich,  i!\lill  Creek,  1,701;  Di- 
rector of  Poor,  A.  Mallory,  Springfield,  1,710. 

At  this  election,  tin  IJistrict  Attorney  and  County  Surveyor  Avere  chosen 
by  popular  vote  for  the  first  time.  The  following  were  the  candidates,  with 
their  A'ote: 

VOhig- -District  Attorney,  Matthew  Taylor,  Erie,  3,104;  Surveyor,  David 
M’ilson,  Union,  3,152. 

Democratic — District  Attorney,  Benjamin  Grant,  Erie,  1,041;  Surveyor,  Ir- 
vin Camp,  Erie,  1,098. 

1851, 


The  Democratic  State  ticket  consisted  of  AVilliam  Bigler,  Clearfield,  for 
Governor,  and  Sotli  Clover,  Clarion,  for  Canal  Commissioner.  The  Wdiicrs  re- 
nominated  Gov.  Johnston,  and  John  Strohm,  Lancaster,  was  their  candidate 
for  Canal  Comruissioner.  Erie  County  gave  3,010  votes  for  Johnston  and 
2,100  for  Bigler. 

The  vote  of  the  Stato  was  as  follows: 

Bigler.  180,507;  Johnston,  178,070. 

The  Democratic  candidate  for  Canal  Commissioner  was  elected  by  about 
the  same  vote.  'I lie  Nalivc  American  candidate  for  Governor  was  Kimber 
Cleaver,  Schnylliill,  who  received  1,713  votes;  for  Canal  Commissioner,  David 
McDonald.  PhihuhJ j>hia,  who  received  1,875 — no  votes  for  either  being  cast 
in  Erie  County. 

The  first  election  of  Judgys  by  popular  vote  took  place  this  year.  The 
Democratic  candidates  for  the  .Suiu-eme  Court  wero  Jeremiah  S.  Black,  Somer- 
set; James  Campbell,  Pliiladolphia;  Ellis  Lewis,  Lancaster;  John  B.  Gibson, 
Cumberland;  an<i  Walter  H.  Lowrie,  Allegbeny.  The  A hig  candidates  were 
Richard  Coulter,  M'estmoreland;  IVilliam  M.  Meredith,  Philadelphia;  George 
Chambers,  Ih-auklin;  Joshua  AV.  Comly,  Montour;  and  AVilliarn  Jessup,  Sus- 
quehanna. All  of  the  Democratic  candidates  were  elected  by  considerable 
majorities  except  Afr.  Campboll,  who  was  defeated  because -be  was  a member 
of  the  Catholic  Ciiurcli,  The  Native  Americaus  united  their  force  upon  Rich- 
ard Coulter,  who  had  a maj.ority  of  3,199 

In  this  district,  tiie  Democratic  candidate  for  Presiding  Judge  was  John 
Galbraith,  Erie;  the  A\Tiig.  Elijah  Babbitt,  Erie.  Air.  Galbraith’s  extraor- 
dinary })u{)uiarity.  a Ided  to  the  dissatisfaction  over  their  i>arty  nomination 
among  « j'ortio!!  of  the  Whigs,  ojiaijled  him  to  carry  the  district. 

The  vote  wa.s  as  follows: 
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* GallTiiith.  Babbitt. 

Erie 2,942 

Crawford S.oST  2.GG1 

Wan-fii 1.31G  1.022 

Total 7.220  6.G25 

The  Democrats  made  no  nominations  for  county  otTicers,  but  supported  in- 
de]''endeut  candidates.  The  following  ^vere  the  candidates,  with  their  vote; 


Associate  Judge,  Joseph  iT.  Sterrott,  Erie  (Deg.  3,Ob2;  John  Wood, 

"Waterford  (Keg.  Whig),  ‘J,  !:26;  James  Wiles,  Girard  (Tnd.  AVhig),  3.090;  As- 
sembly, A le>:  W.  Blaine,  Xorth  East  (Keg.  AVhig).  3,531:  Cdrarles  AV.  Keiso 
(Keg.  AVhig).  3,4b(I;  Prothonotary,  Jannes  Skinner,  Erie  (Keg.  Whig).  2. 540; 
Samuel  Perley  (Ind.  AA'hig),  2,752;  Itegisier,  David  AIcAlhster.  Erie  fK^'g. 
Whig).  3,472;  Commissioner,  Rodney  Cole.  Greene  (Keg.  AVhig).  3,-114;  Cor- 
oner, Simeon  Dnnu,  Erie  (Keg.  AVhig),  3,420;  Director  of  Poor,  William  E. 
AIciNair,  Alill  Creek  (Keg.  Whig),  3.432;  dvudiior,  Samuel  Reeder,  AVnshing- 
ton  (Keg.  AA'hig),  3,319.  Messrs.  Sterrett  and  Allies  were  elected  Associate 
Judges,  and  Air.  Perley.  P.rothonotary.  All  of  the,  balance  of  the  regular 
AVhig  ticket  was  successful. 

1S52. 

The  Democratic  candidates  were;  For  Canal  Commissioner.  AATKiam  Hop- 
kins. AVa.‘=hington ; fur  Supreme  Judge,  in  place  of  K.  Coulter,  who  died, 
George  AV.  Woodward  Ijuzerne.  The  AVhig  candidates  were:  For  Canal  Com- 
missioner, Jacob  Hoffman.  Berks;  for  Supreme  Judge,  Joseph  Bufiington, 
Armstrong.  The  Abolitionists  and  Native  Americans  also  had  candidates  in 
the  held.  Erie  County  gave  2,180  votes  for  Hopkins,  3,257  for  Hoffman , 2,165 
for  AVoodward,  3,247  for  Buliiugtou,  and  212  for  the  Abolition  ticket.  The 
vote  of  the  .State  was  as  follows:  Hopkins.  171,5-lS;  Hoffman,  151,6t'(';  AVood- 
w’ard,  172.610;  Bufhngton.  ,153,0S1 — Hopkins  and  AVoodward  being  elected. 
The  xAbolition  ticket  received  3,061  votes,  and  the  Native  American  8,099  in 
the  State. 

For  Congress,  the  AVings  nominated  Gen.  John  Dick,  of  Crawford;  the 
Democrats,  George'  H.  Cutler,  of  Erie;  and  the  Abolitionists,  David  A.  Gould, 
of  Erie.  The  district  had  kieeu  changed  since  the  last  electioii,  and  comprised 
only  Erie  and  Crawford  Coa?itios.  The  following  was  the  vote; 


Hick. 

Cutler. 
2 R52 

Gould, 

821 

619 

Crawford  County 

2.7-11 

R905 

Total 

5,994 

4,057 

9-40 

The  Seuatoi'ial  district  was  also  changed,  and  consisted  of  the  same  coun- 
ties as  the  Congressional.  For  the  ten  years  preceding,  it  will  be  remembered, 
Erie  was  a Senatorial  district  by  henself.  T4ie  Wliigs  nominated  James  Skin- 
ner, of  Erie,  and  the  Abolitionists,  Charles  A.  Hammond,  of  Crawford,  I'lie 
Democrats  made  no  nomination,  and  supported  David  Derrickson,  of  Craw- 
ford, who  ran  as  an  Independent  AVhig  candidate.  Below  is  the  vote: 


Skinner. 


Erie  County 3.271 

Crawford  County 2,05(5 

Tot.al 5,327 


Derrickson.  Haijinioiul. 
•2,U73  21  \ 

2.G.S7  .523 


4,759  794 


The  Democrats  had  no  nominees  for  county  ofticers,  and  supported  Inde- 
pendent A\'hig  candidates.  Below  is  a list  of  the  candidates  with  their  vote; 

Kegnlar  Whig — Assembly,  Charles  AV.  Kelso,  Erie,  3,140;  Humphrey  A. 
Hills,  Conneaut,  2,932;  Sheriff,  Thomas  B.  A'incent,  AVaterford,  3,054;  Com- 
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missioiier,  Richard  1\.  Kobiusou,  >Springliold.  3.137;  Treasurer,  James  Charu- 
bors,  Harl.)ur  Creek,  d.lPiT;  Auditor,  Oriu  Rood,  McKoan,  3,07‘J;  Director  of 
Poor,  Joseph  B.  iMourlioad,  Harbor  Creek,  3,117. 

Independent  7Yhig — Assembly,  -lames  hloskimsoii, Erie,  2,25-t;  John  McKee, 
Spriugtield,  2,393;  Sheriff,  James  H.  Campbell,  Iddinboro,  2,489;  Joseph  Id. 
Ferguson,  Erie,  03;  Commissioner, -Gilbert  Hurd.  SprinoTleid.-  1,800.  Treas- 
urer, James  M.  Heed,  IMill  Creek,  1.931;  Auditor,  D.  YV.  Vorce,  McKean, 
2,002;  Director  of  Poor.  John  Parmeter,  McKean,  1.952. 

Abolition — Assembly,  Job  Stafford  and  Nathaniel  'Wilson;  Commissioner, 
Samuel  Kingsbury;  Treasurer,  xAlex  Mehaffey;  Sheriff,  J.  A.  French;  Auditor, 
Aaron  Kellogg;  Director  of  Poor,  Benjamin  Grant,  McKean.  These  candi- 
dates received  an  average  of  about  150  votes. 

The  W hig  candidate  for  President  w:is  Gen.  Wintield  Scott,  of  New  Jer- 
sey; for  Vice  President,  ITilliam  A.  Graham,  of  Xorth  Carolina.  The  elector 
for  this  district  u'as  Christian  Myers,  of  Clarion.  The  Democratic  candidate 
for  President  was  Franklin  Pierce,  of  New  Hampshire;  for  Vice  President, 
'William  R.  King,  of  Alabama.  J.  S.  McCalmoni,  of  Venango,  vras  the  can- 
didate  for  Elector.  The  Free-Soii  party  ran  John  P.  Halo,  of  New  Hampshire, 
for  ITesident,  and  G.  W'.  Julian,  of  Indiana,  for  Vice  President.  Below  Is  the 
vote  of  the  county; 


Scott. 

Pierce. 

Hale. 

A mi  tv 

67 

69 

5 

Coueurd 

42 

65 

61 

Couuraut 

1 1)0 

109 

56 

Eilinlioro 

33 

18 

6 

Elk  Creek  . . .- 

131 

145 

55 

Erie.  East  YVard 

208 

240 

5 

Erie,  YVesL  YVard 

262 

206 

9 

Eaircievv 

2TG 

70 

14 

Eraukliu 

50 

26 

34 

Greenfield 

84 

35 

33 

Greene 

135 

141 

— 

llarlior  Creek 

230 

123 

45 

Girard  Boruueli 

60 

41 

1 

Girard  Towiisliip  

.306 

166 

41 

McKean 

223 

91 

28 

Mill  Creek 

307 

234 

13 

IjeBipuf 

108 

111 

— 

North  East  Borough 

57 

43 

4 

Nortli  Ea.-it  Townsliip 

191 

171 

21 

■Springfield 

267 

79 

41 

Piiion 

114 

82 

27 

Venango 

131 

71 

10 

YVattsburg 

25 

27 

3 

Y\'ashinatim 

181 

05 

53 

YY’aterford  Borouali 

71 

02 

4 

YY'at e r to nJ  T 0 w n s li ip 

204 

103 

— 

YVayne 

96 

53 

Total 

4,015 

2.748 

611 

1 State  gave  Scott  179,743 

votes,  Pierce  193, 

534,  and 

Hale  8,800. 

Pierce  and  King  were  elected  by  a large  majority  of  the  electoral  votes  of  the 
Union.  Jacob  Broom,  the  Native  American  candidate  for  President,  received 
11,048  votes  in  the  State,  but  none  in  Erie  County. 

1853. 

The  Democratic  ticket  for  State  officers  was  as  follows:  Supremo  Judge. 
John  O.  Kuos,  Tioga;  Canal  Commissioner,  Thomas  H.  Forsyth,  Philadelphia; 
Aaulitor  General,  Ephraim  Banks,  Mifflin;  Surveyor  Genera),  J.  Poiier  Braw- 


la- 

'll---  .Uu.if  ♦ ' ,*.U  1 ...  -■-:^  '...-..tr''  . 


,iv,«o¥  ,7/',.-:if|'  Mmtiih,.  fU’:i\t a 


i»  -;r4 1.  .,,,fl'£ci;%^^^tf',;)  ■ to'-‘  ,-j,3^ 


Vi.  -..<=1  ,04«,  vltR'q  .lipS 

Visit 


. ft 

. 1^ 

■ »3, 

*'  ■ 

',  ««j 

> ' *’v 


wVlouS 


;'  * \i.-^-’'  <■  r »."«  *,  »'il"j,*L'>>»;i'  ti»M»>j!'*v 
'/.  i'v.  ■>  ,r.i,.  ‘jIvv  .;  ,:;“'.«|M-.«, 


'4t-V  : ,}W^  '' 


SSi 


w? 


i*i> 

I 

ij- 

»a 


€f 


■4: 


IS  ' 

' 

rg 

Sj;. 

g 

8D 

*> 


.'fitf  4#' 

Ml  ■ ' 

Jt  ^ 

r<?  ■.^>: 
kto.  ■ , 
sit 

"h 

m ^ 
»f  ^ 
ja 


. M ■ ,:^s  3?! 

.5^4^  \r:,t;'ii?-'l'.’'M  ««iv5 




■ . , '-i; 


f V,  , ,'■'>>.*  v,.f.4>  ^ 4.  ,■.■•  r ..'.■_ 


• ' "ai«.j /:«•■*»•♦•.  »'«! ;*>■«< 


S'*'"  ■'  Itf  ' t'‘''‘''-  * *'“' li* - '•  '^ • t, 
t?  tp|  ''.wvt' ’^’*’V 

3u-  ,;*  ,i , • 'as:, . .t’ , vViVl^%^C v?7^ 

aiil>  I ...  .‘.1  v.‘!  ' -.  ',.•  . ^ v' ..?’.*  i' 


0^  .■)!  : 


iff  ids 


m 


'lo;  *'  vd, 

,tofmi:tGS;(^ii-if)i3v,(4^^  wikyiMti 

-.y>kiK^  fvl  *v«r 


jS«%/  I 


■ ■■ , ■*.  , i-' ' ■V'‘4«‘::^,V'y:.  ■ 

'-  't  -"'  ■ ''  ’ '--'  ./'  • % - /^r'“‘‘‘'^’^ 

/jpfcat  «ittroiq»8  :«v^«{|fi3-»a.  ww-'«A^^  " 


'’Wj 


m 


ITTSTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


07  '?• 
O ( o 

loT,  of  Crawford.  The  Whig  candidates  wore:  Suyjroine  Judge,  Thomas  A. 
13udd.  Philadelphia;  Canal  Commissioner.  Moses  Pownal,  Lancaster;  Auditor 
General,  .-\.loxander  L.  McClure,  Franklin;  Surveyor  General,  Christian  Myers, 
Clarion.  The  Democrats  wore  successful  by  average  majorities  of  35,000,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  Mr.  Pu'nwley,  who  ran  some  10,000  votes  behind  his  ticket. 
Ju  Erie  County,  the  vote  for  Supremo  Judge  was  1,134  for  the  Democrats,  and 
2,017  for  the  IVbigs,  this  being  about  the  average  for  all  the  candidates  ex- 
cept Brawl  ey. 

The  county  tickets  and  their  votes  were  as  follows; 

Whig — Assembly,  Gideon  L Ball,  Erie,  2.073;  H.  A.  Hills,  Connoaui, 
2,341;  Commissioner,  A\  illiain  Parker,  Greeulield,  1,978;  Surveyor,  AYilliam 
Benson,  Waterford,  1,899;  District  Attorney,  S.  E.  Woodruff,  Girard,  1,831; 
Auditor,  Bobert  Gray,  Ihiion,  1,931;  Director  of  Boor,  John  Hay,  Girard, 
l,9Ul — all  being  elected. 

Democratic — Assembly,  AVilson  Laird,  Erie,  1,104;  E.  AV,  Gerrish,  Edin- 
boro,  1,353;  Commissioner,  Myron  Hutchinson,  Girard.  1,281;  District  Attor- 
ney. Carson  Graham,  Erie,  1.500;  Director  ox  IWor.  J.  1’.  Grant,  Wayne,  1.257. 

ITee-Soil — Assembly.  X.  AA'ilson  and  X.  Gould;  Commissioner,  J.  J.  Comp- 
ton; Surveyor,  1^.  C.  Compton;  District  Attorney.  Andrew  H,  Caughey,  Au- 
ditor, AAblliam  Gray:  Director  of  IWor,  John  B.  Fluke.  This  ticket  received 
an  average  vote  of  about  250. 

1854. 

The  Know-Xothing  party  had  risen  into  sxxdden  importance,  and  swalloAved 
up  a large  portion  of  the  AAT^ig  organization,  together  with  some  Democrats. 
The  AVhigs  and  Know-Xothings  nominated  James  I'olloek,  of  Xorthumber- 
land,  for  Governor.  The  Democrats  le-nomiuated  AATlliam  Bigler  for  Gov- 
ernor, and  Henry  S.  Alott,  of  Pike,  for  Canal  Commissioner.  The  AVhig  can- 
didate for  the  latter  office  was  George  Darsie,  of  Allegheny,  the  llnow-Xoth- 
ings  making  no  nomination.  The  Democratic  c.andidate  for  Supreme  Judge 
was  Jeremiah  S.  Black;  the  Wliig,  Daniel  AI.  Srnyser,  of  Alontgomerj  ; the 
Know-Xothing,  Thomas  H,  Baird,  of  AVashiugton.  Erie  County  gave  I’ollock 
3,637  votes;  Bigler,  2,526;  Darsie,  1,885;  Alott,  3,364;  Black,  2,389;  Smvser, 
1,494;  Baird,  E694. 

The  vote  of  the  State  was  as  follows;  Pollock,  204,008;  Bigler,  167,001; 
Darsie,  83.331;  Alott,  274,074;  Black,  167,010;  Smvser,  83,571;  Baird,  420,- 
510. 

Air.  Darsie,  the  AA’liig  candidate  for  Canal  Commissioner,  w-as  of  foreign 
birth,  and  the  Know-Xothings  threw  their  votes  for  Air.  Alott,  wh(j  is  supposed 
b}'  some  to  have  been  a member  of  the  order,  but  he  always  denied  the  charge. 
He  received  the  largest  majority  ever  given  in  the  State.  The  original  Xative 
America.us  had  separate  candidates  in  the  held  for  Governor  and  Canal  Com- 
missioner, but  they  received  only  a trifling  suyiport. 

A'  ballot  was  taken  at  this  election  to  decide  whether  or  not  the  Alaine 
Liejuor  Law  shoulxl  be  adopted  in  this  State,  and  resulted  in  15S.342  votes  for 
to  163,510  against.  Erie  Coxmty  cast  2,707  for  the  law,  and  1,501  against  it. 

Gen.  John  Dick  was  re-elected  to  Congress  without  opposition. 

The  memorable  “ railroad  war”  in  our  county  wuas  in  full  vigor  this  year, 
and  w'eakened  paily  obligations  to  a considerable  extent.  The  following  are 
the  tickets  with  their  votes: 

AVhig — Assembly,  G.  J.  Ball,  Erie,  2,889;  AVareham  Al’arner,  ATmango, 
2,766;  Pruthonotary,  Alfred  King,  Erie,  3,391;  Begister,  David  AIcAllister, 
Erie,  2,525;  Treasurer,  Al.  Phelps,  Edinboro,  3,043;  Commissioner.  Flavei 
Boyd,  AVaterford,  I,6l9;  Corijner,  David  Burton,  Erie,  1,583:  Auditor,  George 
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W.  Brecht,  Mill  Crook,  1,643;  DirecLov  of  Poor.  Thomas  ^fcKoo,  Mill  Creek, 
1,432. 

Democratic — Assembly,  James  Thomjison,  Erie,  2,SSl  : Protlionotary,  Eob- 
ert  S.  iiuuti'r,  Erie,  2,]F)‘,j;  C'ommissioner.  John  S.  Barnes.  Giravil,  1,329. 

Kuow-Xothing  — Eegister,  Thomas  Moorhead,  Erie,  2,3S6;  Commissioner. 
Samuel  L.  Foster,  Erie,  1,301. 

Froe-Soil — Assembly,  X.  Wilson,  Union,  1,612;  Audley  Magill,  Harbor 
Creak,  3o3;  Prothonot.ary,  S.  Alervin  Smith,  Erie,  151;  Eegister,  Az.ro  G-oli, 
Erie,  551;  'kreasurer,  Ira  Sherwiu.  Harbor  Creek.  1,246;  Commissioner,  John 
Pickney,  Erie,  1.024. 

This  was  one  of  1 ho  most  curious  elections  ever  lield  in  the  county,  the 
returns  being  “mixed’’  in  a puzzling  manner.  All  of  the  AVhig  candidates 
were  elected  except  Warner,  who  was  defeated  L\v  Judge  Thompson. 

IS  55. 

This  year  was  remarkable  for  the  nnml)er  of  State  tickets  in  the  field,  there 
being  no  less  than  six.  A re-acliun  had  set  in  against  the  Know-Xothings,  but 
desperate  eiforts  were  made  on  their  part  to  retain  the  iiscendeucy.  A portion 
of  the  Whigs  and  Kuow-Xothing, s nominated  Thomas  Xicholson.  of  Beaver,  for 
Canal  Commissioner.  The  Democratic  candidate  for  the  same  office  was  Arnold 
Piumer,  of  Franklin.  The  llepublicaits,  by  which  name  the  old  Abolitionists 
and  I''ree-Soilors  had  christened  themselves,  nominated  I’assmore  AWlIiam.son, 
of  Philadelphia,  whose  resistance  to  tin'  Fugitive  Slave  Law  had  got  hitn  into 
prison,  and  caused  him  to  be  looked  upon  as  a martyr.  The  original  Xatives 
supported  Kimber  Cleaver.  The  dissatislied  Know-Xothings  nominated  I’etor 
Martin,  of  Lancaster,  and  the  old-fashioned  Whigs  supported  Joseph  Hender- 
son, of  Washington.  Erie  County  gave  Plmner,1.69S  votes:  Xicholson,  2,113; 
AVilliamson,  471;  and  Cleaver,  15.  The  vote  of  tlie  State  was  as  follows: 
Piumer,  161, 2S0;  Xicholson,  150,359;  M’illiamson,  7,OE)3;  Cleaver,  4.041 ; Alar- 
tin,  571;  Henderson,  2,270 — Piumer.  the  Democratic  candidate,  being  elected. 

The  “railroad  war”  continued  to  excite  the  people  of  this  county  ait'l  dis- 
trict, ami  party  lines  were  not  drawn  in  the  choice  of  loc;d  officers.  J’he  can- 
didates were  voted  for  wiili  reference  to  that  issue  entirely.  I’or  State  Senate, 
Darwin  A.  Finney  and  Charles  B.  Power,  both  Crawford  County  Whigs,  were 
the  Candidates.  The  vote  was  as  follows; 

Finney.  Power. 

Brie  County. l.sStJ  3,034 

Crawford  Couiily 4,11'7  871 

Total 5,1»!)8  :3,!)05 

The  caudidate.s  for  other  offices  were  as  follows:  Assom'dy,  G.  J.  Ball,  Erie, 
2,716;  Murray  Whallon,  Erie.  2.575:  Theodore  Eyman,  Clirard,  2,114;  Rob- 
ert Diinu,  Summit.  2,136);  Sheriii,  John  Evans.  Girard,  1.151;  Allen  A.  Craig, 
Erie,  1,33  4;  John  Kill[)atrick,  Hariior  Creek,  2,033;  Commissioner,  W.  ML 
Eaton,  4'’airview,  1,571;  Alyron  Hutchinson,  Girard.  1,051;  J.  J,  Compton, 
AVashingtoii.  2,005;  Director  of  the  IWor,  S.  AV.  Keefer,  Erie,  2,319;  Samuel 
Kingsbury,  Xorth  East,  453;  Isaac  K.  Taylor,  AA'asLington,  1,259;  Auditor, 

X.  W.  llusseil.  Mill  Creek,  1,250;  Jehiel  Towner.  Erie.  333;  S.  B.  Benson, 
Waterford,  1,219;  Z.  41.  I’eck,  Harbor  Creek,  1,160.  The  successful  parties 
were  Messrs.  Ball  (Whig),  A\'liallou  (Democrat).  Kiilpatrick  (Democrat).  Comp- 
ton (Eree-Soil),  Keefer  (AATiig),  and  Eu.ssi'll  (Whig). 

: 1856. 

The  op[)ositiou  to  the  Democracy  nominated  a Fusion  State  ticket,  which 
was  defeated,  as  shown  below: 
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Caiial  Comraiss'iouor.  George  Scott:,  Columbia  County  (Democrat),  212,021; 
Thomas  E.  Cochran,  Lancaster  County  (Fusion),  210,172;  Auditor  General, 
Jacob  Fr}%  Montgomery  County  (Democrat),  212,408;  Darwin  Pheljis,  An’m- 
tdronr;  County  (I'usion),  209,201.  Surveyor  General,  John  Kowe,  Franklin 
County  (Democrat),  21 2,023;  Bartholomew  Laporte,  Bradford  County  (Fusion), 
20S,S8S.  The  vote  of  Erie  County  was;  Scott,  1,U80;  Cochran,  4,033;  Fry, 
1,985;  Phelps,  4,021;  Eowe,  1,967;  Laporte,  4.008. 

For  Congress,  in  the  di. strict  coin  posed  of  Erie  and  Crawford,  the  Dem- 
ocratic candidate  was  Jame.s  A.  AlclCadden,  of  Crawford,  a?id  the  Fusion 
candidate,  Jolm  Dick,  of  the  same  county.  The  latter  was  elected  be  the  fol- 
lowing vote; 

nick.  'McFiidden 

Erie  County 4.2o5  1.532 

Crawford  County 4,709  2,C:5-5 


Total 8,044  4,215 

The  Fusion  candidate  for  Additional  Law  Judge  (Iming  the  first  election 
held  lor  that  ofllce)  was  David  Dorrickson.  of  Crawford;  the  Democratic,  Ras- 
selas  Brown,  of  Warren.  Below  is  the  vote: 

I'erricksou.  Bro^a. 

Erie  County 3.970  2.111 

(Tawford  Courdy 4,354  2,974 

A)'arreu  County 1.473  1,440 


Total 9.79G  G,.528 

The  county  tickets,  with  the  vote  for  each  candidate,  were  as  follows: 
Fusion — Assembly,  G.  J.  Ball,  4.003;  Wareham  Yv’arner,  Yenango,  3,922. 
Associate  Judges — Samuel  Hutchins,  Y^aterford,  3,533;  John  Greer,  North 
East,  3,790.  Commissioner — William  7Y.  Eaton,  Fairview,  4.273.  Treas- 
urer, Jeremiah  Davis,  Lockport,  3,833.  District  Attorney — G.  Xel.son  John- 
son, Erie,  3,923.  Surveyor — 49illiam  Benson,  AYaterford,  3,377.  Auditor — 
John  AA".  Campbell,  AA'ashington,  3,539.  Director  of  the  l^oor — John  Spauld- 
ing,  Springfield,  3,786.  Mi-.  Johnson  died  immediately  after  election,  and 
Charles  AA".  Kelso  was  appointed  by  the  Governor.  Mr.  Spaulding  refused  to 
servo,  and  John  Hay,  of  Girard,  was  appointed  by  the  court. 

Democratic — Assembly,  Alurray  AA'hallon,  Erie,  1,971;  AA'ilson  Laird,  Erie, 
1,246;  Associate  Judges,  Anthony  Saltsmau,  Alill  Creek,  1,885;  Henry  Gin- 
grich, Mill  CreGc,  1.809;  Commissioner,  Joseph  Neeley,  Harbor  Creek,  1,818; 
District  Attorney,  John  A'Y.  Douglas,  Erie,  2,141;  Director  of  the  Poor,  .Eli 
Duncombe,  Amity,  1,869;  Auditor,  C.  C.  Boyd,  AYaterford,  1,471. 

Independent — Associate  Judge,  James  Miles,  Girard.  1,178;  Treasurer, 
Joseph  S.  AI.  Young,  Erie,  1,366;  Surveyor.  Samuel  Low,  Harbor  Creek,  .1,142; 
Auditor,  Samuel  Drown.  Greene,  588. 

The  Democratic  National  candidates  were  James  Buchanan,  Pennsylvania, 
for  President,  and  John  C.  Breckenridge,of  Kentucky,  for  A'ice  President.  A'in- 
cent  Phelps,  Crawford,  was  the  elector  of  this  district.  The  Republican  party, 
■w’hich  by  this  time  had  swallowed  up  a majority  of  the  opposition  to  the 
Democracy,  ran  John  C.  Fremont,  of  California,  for  President,  and  AA'illiam  L. 
Dayton,  of  New  Jersey,  for  Ahce  President.  The  American  party  supported  Mil- 
lard Fillmore,  of  New  A'ork,  for  President,  and  A.  J.  Donelsou, of  Tennessee,  for 
AYce  President.  A fusion  of  the  two  latter  elements  was  formed,  and  an  elec- 
toral ticket  nominated,  with  the  understanding  that  the  votes  for  each  candi- 
date for  President  and  A'ice  President  should  be  counted  separately.  James 
Skinner,  of  Erie,  was  the  district  nominee  for  elector.  A })ortion  of  Air.  Eill- 
tnore's  friends  would  not  unite,  and  ran  a separate  electoral  ticket,  with  James 
AAhbster,  of  Fairview,  as  the  candidate  for  this  district. 
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The  vote  of  the  State  was  as 

follows: 

Buchanan, 

230,500 

; Fusion 

mont),  147,447;  I’usion  (Fillmore), 

55,891; 

Straight  F 

illmore. 

20,338. 

Below  is  the  vote  of  the  county 
Erie,  East  AA'ard 

Fusion, 
245 

Euclianan.  Sti'.  Filhi 
256  20 

Jh  ie,  AVtsi  AVurd 

245 

29 

Mill  Creek 

821 

288 

1 

Loekpert 

180 

6 

3 

Com  near,  t 

282 

70 

4 

Elk  Creek 

170 

92 

1 

G-irard  Boroueh 

3G 

45 

35 

(rirard  Townshi]' 

176 

65 

37 

AVaterforcl  Eoruu^h 

79 

42 

13 

AVatert'nrd  Township 

95 

2 

Greene 

126 

83 

3 

Greenfield 

-|28 

41 

1 

Ilai  bor  Creek 

242 

111 

10 

Concord 

160 

74 

2 

AVavne 

185 

62 



WasldnQ.'ton 

315 

89 

AIcKean 

241 

46 

o 

Summit 

78 

SO 

1 

Franklin 

127 

32 

2 

Fairview 

197 

93 

52 

Fiiiou 

202  ) 

' 85 

7 

Le  Bumf 

18G 

133 

4 

Amitv 

94 

65 

1 

Nortli  East  Boruimh 

75 

40 

1 

Nonli  Ernst  Townsiiip 

195 

141 

2 

Edinboro. 

62 

23 

4 

. Springfield 

342 

38 

12 

A'enaiigo 

190 

00 

2 

AVattsburg 

30 

19 

— 

Total 

.5,156 

2,584 

252 

Of  the  Fusion  votes,  only  37  were  for  Fillmore,  all  tlie  rest  being  in  favor 
of  Fremont.  Buchanan  and  Breckenridgo  were  elected. 

1857. 

Three  tickets  were  in  the  field  for  State  ofllcei’s — Democratic,  Fusion  and 
American.  The  vote  of  the  State,  for  Governor,  was  as  follows: 

'William  F.  Packer,  Lycoming  (Dem.),  188,890:  David  Wilmot,  Bradford 
(Fusion),  146,147;  Isaac  Hazlehurst,  Philadelphia  (American),  28,100. 

Supreme  Judge,  James  Thompson,  Erie  (Democrat),  187,023;  AViliiam 
Strong,  Berks  (Democrat),  186,823;  Joseph  J.  J_jewis,  Chester  (Fusion),  141,- 
377;  James  A^eech,  Fayette  (Fusion),  141,4(37;  Jacob  Broom,  Philadelphia 
(American),  27,244;  Jasper  E.  Brady,  Cumberland  (American),  20,954; 
Canal  Commissioner,  Isimrod  Strickland,  Chester  (Democrat),  180,578;  AA’ill- 
iam  Millward,  Philadelphia  (Fusion),  142,479;  John  F.  Linderman,  Berks 
(xA.merican),  25,730. 

The  vote  of  Erie  County  was,  for  Packer,  2,105;  AVilraot,  3,306;  Hazlehurst, 
143;  Thompson,  2,598;  Strong,  2,027;  Lewis,  2,707;  Yeech,  2,673;  Broom, 
101 ; Brady,  94. 

The  Democrats  made  no  nominations  for  county  oflicer.s,  and  supported 
Independent  candidates.  Below  is  a list  of  those  who  ran,  with  their  votes: 

Fusion — xAssembly,  AAmreham  Warner,  Venango,  3,299;  John  K.  Cochran. 
Erie,  2,235;  Prothonotary,  James  Skinner,  Erie,  3,778;  Begister.  AViliiam  P. 
Trimboll.  Harbor  Creek,  8,075;  Commissioner.  Amos  Gould,  North  East, 
2,995;  District  Attorney,  James  Sill,  Erie,  3,103;  Auditor,  Elias  Brecht,  Me- 
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Koan,  ^jSGO;  Coronoi.  TLoioas  Dillon,  Erie,  2,948;  Dircclor  of  the  Poor  (three 
vears).  Ales  Xicholsou,  Fciirvicov,  2,938;  William  Bracken  (two  years),  Le- 
Boeuf,  2,919. 

Inrlcjierulent- — Assemihy,  David  Himvod,  Waterford,  2,724;  Bogister,  John 
Kice,  Harbor  Creek,  1.321;  District  Attorney,  William  J.  Herring,  Erie,  102; 
Coroner,  Samuel  Ij.  Forsier,  Erie,  .135. 

Ameiican — .4sseinb]y,  James  JlcCielland,  Girard,  245;  Prothonotarj', 
Isaac  IVebster,  Fairviow,  Gb4;  Piegister,  .Silas  E.  Teel,  Erie,  88;  Commission - 
ei-,  Andrew  Oliver,  YVaterford,  115;  Auditor,  Charles  Sterrett,  McKean,  lOt); 
Director  of  the  Poor  (tlu'ee  years),  James  P.  Paul,  Couneaut,  134. 

Mr.  Kirnrod.  Independent,  was  elected^  to  the  Assembly,  over  John  B.  Coch- 
ran, Fusion.  All  the  rest  of  the  Fusion  candidates  were  successful. 

A series  of  amendments  to  the  State  constitution  'were  .submitted  to  the 
people,  and  carried  by  a large  majority — in  the  county  as  well  as  in  the  State. 

1858. 

All  elements  of  opposition  to  the  Democrats  rallied  under  the  Republican 
banner,  and  won  a sweeping  victory.  The  State  candidates  with  thedr  votes, 
were  as  follows: 

Su]>rerue  Jirdgo,  John  AI.  Reed,  Philadelphia  (Rep.),  198,110;  William  A. 
Porter,  .Philadelphia  (Dem.),  171,130.  Canal  Commissioner,  AYillianr  E. 
Frazier,  Fayette  (Rep.),  19G,(326;  Wesley  Frost,  h'ayette  (Dem.),  170,336. 

From  this  date  the  Republicans  have  carried  the  State  regularly,  with  the 
excej'tion  of  the  years  1SG2,  1SG7,  1874  and  1877. 

The  vote  of  Erie  County  was.  for  Reed,  3,233;  Porter,  1,921;  Frazier,  3,187; 
Frost,  1.519. 

I'or  Congres.s,  Elijah  Babbitt,  of  Erie,  ran  as  the  Republican  candidate, 
and  James  C.  Marshall,  of  Erie,  as  the  Democratic.  Tlie  vote  of  the  district 
was  as  follows: 

Balibitt.  Marshall. 

Erie  County .3,220  2.060 

Crawford  County 3,140  2.033 

Total 6,360  4,113 

The  Republican  candidate  for  State  Senate  was  Darwin  A.  Finney,  of  Craw- 
ford; the  Democratic,  Benjamin  Grant,  of  Erie — Finney  being  successful,  al- 
though Mr.  G-rant  had  a majority  in  the  county.  The  vote  of  the  district  vras 
as  follows: 

Fiiiuey.  Grant. 

Erie  County 2.419  2,44:1 

Crawford  County 3,:}30  1.932 

Total i 5,640  4,375 

The  vote  for  Counly  oflicers  was  greatly  mixed,  and  hinged  wholly  upon 
the  railroad  issue,  the  Democrats  making  no  regular  nomiuatious,  and  sup- 
porting Independent  candidates  of  both  parties.  Below  is  the  vote.  Assem- 
bly, (Reg.  Rep.)  .John  AV.  jjCampboll,  AA’ashington,  2,937;  Henry  Teller, 
Girard.  2,401;  (Ind.  Rep.)  David  Kirnrod,  1,9G6;  (Ind.  Dem.)  AVilson  Laird, 
Erie,  2,050;  Sheriff.  (Reg.  Rep.)  John  AV.  AIcLane,  Harbor  Cheek,  3,029; 
Hnd.  Rep.)  Elias  Brecht,  AIcKean,  150;  (Ind.  Dem.)  D.  D.  Walker,  Erie, 
2,279;  (Ind.  Dem.)  .James  Lytle,  Erie,  117;  Treasurer,  (Reg.  Rep.)  Thomas  J. 
Devore.  Springfield.  2,794;  (Ind.  Rep.)  Mortimer  Phelps,  Edinboro,  2,220; 
Commissioner,  (Reg.  Rep.)  AVilliam’  Putnam,  Union,  3,043;  Director  of  the 
Poor,  (Reg.  Rep.)  Thomas  Stewart.  Erie.  2,523;  Auditors  (three  years),  David 
Nash.  Concord,  2,4  73;  (two  years)  H.  H.  Bassler,  I'airview,  2,431.  AVilson 
Laird  (Dem.)  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  over  Henry  Teller. 
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1859. 

Tlip  Stale  candidates,  with  tlie  votes  for  each,  wore  as  follows; 

Auditor  Genera!,  Thomas  E.  Cochran,  York  (Rep.,)  1S1,S35;  Richardson  L. 
Wright,  Phiiadelphia  (I)c7n.),  101,514-.  Surveyor  Genera!,  William  H.Kain, 
Berks  (Rep).,  182,282;  John  Rowe,  Franklin  (i)ein.),  103, OfO. 

The  public  works  of  the  State  having  been  sold,  the  office  of  Canal  Com- 
missioner was  abolished. 

Erie  County's  vote  was,  for  Cochran,  2,325;  Wright,  1,119;  Kain,  2,299; 
Rowe,  1,14-1. 

The  Democi'ats  made  no  county  nomiuation.s,  and  the  only  Rejnocratic  candi- 
date in  the  held  was  Wilson  Laird,  for  Assembly,  who  received  1,033  votes, 
a)id  was  defeated.  , The  following  were  the  Ec-pnblican  candidates:  Assem- 

bly, Jonas  Gunnison,  Erie,  and  Henry  Teller,  Girard;  Commissioner,  Hiram 
Brockway,  Springlield;  Director  of  the  Poor,  5Villiam  Bracken,  Le  Bceuf ; Sur- 
veyor, William  Benson,  Waterford;  Auditor  (three  years),  John  L.  W’ay,  Sum- 
mit; (two  years),  H.  H.  Bassler,  Fairvievv.  Joseph  Hendenson,  Mill  Creek, 
was  an  Independent  candidate  for  Commissioner,  and  was  elected  by  205  ma- 
jority over  Mr.  Brockwav. 

ISOO. 

The  Republican  candidate  for  Governor  was  Andrew  G.  Curtin,  of  Centi'e 
County;  the  Democratic,  Hcmy  D.  T’oster,  of  M'estmoreland.  The  vote  of 
the  State  was  262,349  for  Curtin,  and  230,257  for  Foster — Curtin’s  majority, 
32,092.  Erie  County  gave  Curtin  5,013  votes,  and  Foster  2,409. 

Elijah  Babbitt  wa.i  the  Republican  candidate  for  re-election  to  Congress, 
The  Democratic  candidate  was  Edwin  C.  Wilson,  of  Erie  County.  Below  is 
the  vote; 

Uabliitt.  Wilson. 

Erie  County o.440  2,433 

Crawford  County 5,36.5  3,119 

Total 10,705  5,551 

John  Galbraith,  Presiding  Judge,  died  in  the  spring  of  this  year,  and 
Rasselas  Browm,  of  Wmrren,  was  appointed  to  serve  until  the  election.  The 
Democrats  nominated  the  latter  gentleman;  the  Republican  candidate  was 
Samuel  F.  Johnson,  of  the  same  conoty.  The  vote  of  the  district  was  as 


follows: 

JollDSfll. 

Brown. 

Erie  Countv ■ 

2,003 

C ra  vvi'o  r d Co  it  n t v 

. .5,173 

3.200 

Y'arren  County 

1.590 

Total 

The  county  tickets,  w'ith  their  vote,  were  as  follows; 

.12,111 

7,393 

Republican — Assembly,  Henry  Teller,  5,540;  G.  J.  Ball,  5,509;  Prothono- 
tary,  James  Skinner,  5,052;  Register,  Samuel  Rea,  Jr.,  Springheld,  5,291; 
Treasurer,  William  O.  Black,  Union,  5,384;  Commissioner,  Jacob  Fritts,  Ve- 
nango, 5,440;  Coroner,  Richard  Gaggin,  Erie,  5,330;  District  Attorney,  S.  A. 
Davenport,  Erie,  5,590;  Auditors,  William  H,  Belknap,  Concord,  5,298;  Philip 
Osborn,  Girard,  5,280;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Thomas  Willis,  JFill  Creek,  5,480. 

Democratic— Assembly,  James  Stranaban,  J.je  Boeuf,  2,307;  E.  Camp- 
hausen,  Erie,  2,200;  Prothonotary,  Henry  Ball,  Girard,  1,810;  Register,  S. 
E.'Teel,  Erie,  2,370;  Treasurer,  G.  D.  AVaguer,  Mill  Creek,  2,311;  Commis- 
sioner,  I.  M.  AVhite,  Waterford,  2.079;  Coroner.  Daniel  Wood,  Elk  Creek, 
1,895;  .Auditor,  D.  51.  5Ierrill,  North  East,  1,073;  J.  J.  Liutz,  Erie,  223.  No 
nominations  were  made  for  District  Attorney  and  Director  of  the  Poor. 
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The  Democratic  r'larty  was  divided  upon  iiatinnal  candidates,  one  branch 
.supporting  Ste})hen  A.  Douglas  for  President,  and  Herscheil  V.  Johnson  for 
Vice  President;  the  other  branch,  John  C.  Breckemidgo  for  President,  and 
Jo.seph  Tiano  for  Vice  President.  A Fusion  of  the  two  elements  was  formed 
in  Pennsylvania,  which  nominated  an  electoral  ticket,  comprising  seventeen 
Douglas  men  and  ten  Brcckenridge  men,  which  was  supported  by  the  mass  of 
the  party.  A.  small  portion  of  Air.  Douglas’  friends,  under  Col  Forney’.s 
lead,  refused  to  harmonize,  and  ran  an  clectoi'al  ticket  embracing  the  Doug- 
las men  on  the  Fusion  lickot,  vvilh  others  substituted  for  the  Breckenridge 
electors.  The  Bepnblicau  Ccandldates  were  Abraham  Lincoln  for  President,  and 
Hannibal  Hamlin  for  AJee  President.  The  American  party  supported  John 
Bell  for  President,  and  Edward  Everett  for  Vice  President.  The  candidates 
for  elector  were:  Bepublican,  John  Greer,  North  East;  Democratic  (on  all  ihe 

tickets),  Gay  lord  Church,  Crawford  County;  American,  Isaac  AVebster,  Fair- 
view. 

The  vote  of  the  State  was  as  follows: 

Lincoln 

I»emocratic  Fusion. . 

Straight-out  Douglas 

Bell.^ 

Lincoln  over  all. 

The  vote  of  the  county  was  as  follows: 


Lincoln. 

Fusion. 

Sir.  I>. 

Bell. 

Erie,  Fiivt  District 

177 

108 

6 

P» 

« 

Erie,  .Second  District 

li4 

1 

Erie,  Third  District 

216 

93 

9 

Erie,  Fourth  District 

ooo 

133 

io 

9 

Mill  Creek 

419 

288 

1 

Harbor  Creek 

261 

96 

4 

Fairview 

88 

20 

(iirurd  Townsliip 

2.53 

63 

9 

Girard  Borouch 

48 

•55 

11 

North  East  Townslii]) 

235 

134 

North  East  Borougii 

117 

21 

Green  field 

133 

20 

Venango 

61 

AVattsburg 

21 

Amitv 

71 

AVavne 

77 

Concord 

78 

Fnion 

128 

Le  Bceuf 

100 

AVaterford  Borough 

166 

41 

AV'aterford  Township 

292 

76 

Greene 

lOO 

Summit 

78 

McKean 

26 

AVasiiington 

4 

Edinlioro 

33 

7 

Franklin 

31 

1 

Elk  Creek 

06 

C('nneaut 

231 

55 

Albion 

69 

32 

Springfield 

26.5 

31 

7 

Lockpoi  t. 

87 

1 

Total 

6.1G0 

2,531 

17 

90 

Lincoln  and  Hamlin  were  elected  by  a largo  majority  of  the  electoral  votes, 
carrying  every  Northern  State. 
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1S(31. 

No  Stato  was  elected  this  year.  The  outbreak  of  the  rebellion 

weakeued  part}-  tie-.,  and  tlicri'.  a srro)"ig  disposition  to  cast  aside  old  polit- 
ical prejudices.  Tlie  llepublicau  party  nominated  a ticket  headed  by  Morrow 
B.  Lowry  for  Stato  Senate.  Soon  after,  a call  'v^■as  issued  for  a Union  Con- 
vention, irrespective  of  p.-irty,  which  met  on  the  l‘Jf.h  of  September  in  Farrar 
Hall,  Erie,  every  district  being-  rejrresented.  The  delegates  wore  about  evenly 
divided  between  Democrats  and  llepublicans.  William  A.  Galbraith  and 
Judge  Miles  were  named  as  candidates  for  the  Senate.  The  nomination  fell 
upon  the  former.  In  Crawford  County,  (ho  two  parties  voted  for  Galbraith 
and  Lowry,  respectively,  with  little  deviation.  Below  is  the  vote  of  the  district: 

Galbraith. 

.3.0-31  3,521 

. .3, -7.53  2,238 

Total 7,374  5,759 

The  Eighty-third  Regiment,  under  command  of  Col.  John  "W.  McLano, 
held  an  election  at  Hall’s  Hill,  Y^a.,  the  result  of  which  is' included  in  the 
above  and  following  returns.  The  Erie  County  soldiers  gave  Galbraith 
thirty  majority;  the  CrawLord  County  soldiers  gave  a majority  of  eighty-five 
for  Lowry. 

The  following  were  the  county  tickets,  with  their  vote; 

Republican — Asse.nbly.  John  P.  Vincent,  Erie.  3,'J9o;  E.  W.  Twichell, 
Edinboro,  3,-1.50:  Sheriff.  Alien  A.  Craig.  .Erie,  -1, 079;  Associate  Judges,  John 
Greer,  North  East,  3,79-t;  AY'illiam  Cross,  Springtield  (on  both  tickets),  4,897; 
Commissioner,  Seymour  Washbm-ne,  jIcKean,  3,043;  Director  of  the  Poor, 
Thomas  Stewart,  Erie,  3.241;  Auditor,  Joseph  YV.  Sv.-alley,  Fairview',  3,420. 

Union — Assembly,  George  H.  Cutler  (Dcm.),  Girard,  2,928;  Ylatthew  R. 
Barr  (Rep.),  Erie,  2,548;  Sheriff’,  Joseph  L.  Cook  (Rep.),  Waterford,  1,902; 
Associate  Judge.  James  Chambers  (.Rep.),  Hai-lior  Creek,  2,708;  Commissioner, 
Isaac  YY'ebster  (Dem.),  Fairview.  2.597;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Henry  Gin- 
grich fDem. ),  Ylill  Creek,  2,200;  Auditor,  Stutelv  Stafford  (Rep.),  McKean, 
2,201. ' 

Robert  S.  Hnnter,  of  Erie,  ran  as  an  Independent  Democratic  candidate 
for  Sheriff,  and  received  003  votes,  .David  Ivoauedy,  Independent  Republican 
candidate  for  Director  of  the  Poor,  received  220  votes. 

1802. 

The  Republican  State  ticket  consisted  of  Thomas  E.  Coe'nvan,  of  York,  for 
Auditor  General,  and  William  S.  Ross,  of  Luzerne,  for  Surveyor  General.  The 
Democratic  candidates  were  Isaac  Slcnker,  of  Columbia,  for  Auditor  General, 
and  James  P.  Barr,  of  AlleMienv,  for  Surveyor  General.  The  State  gave  a Dem- 
ocratic  majurity  of  about  3,450.  Erie  County  cast  4,255  votes  for  Cochran 
and  2,713  for  Slenker. 

The  Republican  Conference  at  Ridgway  nominated  Glenn i YYY  Scofield, 
of  YV'arren,  for  Congress.  A largo  portion  of  the  party  in  this  county  were  dis- 
satisfied with  the  nomination,  and  some  of  its  leading  members  united  with  a 
number  of  Democrats  in  a letter  to  Milton  Courtright,  of  Erie,  asking  him  to 
be  a Union  candidate.  He  accepted  the  honor,  and  was  indorsed  by  the  .Dem- 
ocratic Conference  at  Ridgway.  Below  is  the  vote  of  the  district: 
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Erie 

^Vamnl . . . 
]\kKtaii  . . . 
Cameron  . . 

Et'rest 

Jt'iTerson. . 

Elk 

Clearlield  . 

Total 


Scofield. 

Courtiiglit. 

. .4,112 

3.143 

. . . 1,890 

1,245 

. . CTl 

5t‘*l 

..  195 

143 

. . S2 

59 

..  ,1.424 

1.503 

. . 276 

607 

1 

:o 

1 

2,193 

9,482 

Tho  follovring  were  the  county  tickers,  with  the  vote  tor  each  candidate; 
Republican — Assembly.  John  P.  Vincent.  T,21S;  E.  VC.  Twichell.  4,239; 
Commissioner,  Garner  Palmer,  Albion.  4.23S;  Treasurer,  Lieut.  Egbert  T). 
Hulbert.  Erie,  0.975;  Director  of  tlie  Poor,  Archibald  Duncan,  North  Ea.st, 
G,S19;  Auditor,  Henry  Gingrich,  Hill  Creek,  0.714, 

Democratic — Assembly,  Selden  Marvin,  Erie,  2.S12;  Isaac  M.  M'hite, 
"Waterford,  2,801;  Commissioner,  .Caiph  Bowman,  Conneaut,  2.023. 

Messrs.  Hulbert,  Dancau  aud  Gingrich  were  upon  both  tickets. 


1S63. 

Andrew  G.  Curtin  was  re-nominated  by  the  Republicans  for  Governor. 
George  Ml  "Woodward,  Luzerne,  was  the  Democratic  candidate.  For  Supreme 
Judge,  the  Democratic  candidate  was  Walter  H.  Lowrie,  Allegheny;  the  Re- 
publican, Daniel  Aguew,  Beaver.  Curtin  and  Agnew  were  elected  by  majori- 
ties respectively  of  15.325  and  12,308.  Erie  County  cast  0,259  votes  for  Ciu’- 
tin,  and  3,260  for  Woodward. 

The  county  tickets,  with  the  vote  for  each  candidate,  were  as  follows; 

Republican — Assembly,  John  R.  Cochran.  Erie,  6,107;  Byron  S.  Hill, 
Wattsbnrg,  0,161;  Prothonotary,  George  "M".  Colton.  Erie,  6,107;  District 
Attorney,  J.  F.  Downing.  Erie.  O.OSS;  .Register,  Samuel  Rea,  Erie.  6,129; 
Clerk  of  Courts.  Capt.  John  C.  Hilton.  Erie,  0,156;  Commissioner.  C.  C. 
Boyd,  Waterford,  6,129;  Director  of  the  Poor.  Thomas  Willis,  Mill  Creek. 
0,025;  Surveyor,  R.  P.  Holliday,  Spriugtield.  G.002:  Coroner,  Thomas  Dillon, 
Erie,  505;  Auditor,  Grin  Reed.  McKean,  0.373. 

Democratic — Assembly,  Watts  B.  Lloyd.  "Waterfoi'd,  3,233;  Irvin  Camp. 
Erie,  3,234;  Prothonotary,  Col.  W'illiam  O.  Colt.  Waterford.  3,197;  Register. 
Calvin  L-  Randall  (declined).  53S;  Commissioner,  R.  J.  Osborne,  Wayne, 
3,137;  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  no  nomination:  Director  of  the  Poor,  John  "Elir, 
Mill  Creek.  3,112;  Surveyor.  Isaac  R.  Taylor,  Washington,  3,110. 

1804. 

A special  election  was  held  xiugust  2.  to  decide  upon  the  proposed  three 
amendments  to  the  State  Constitution,  allowing  soldiers  to  vote  away  from 
their  places  of  residence,  providing  that  the  Legislature  'should  pass  no  bill 
containing  more  than  one  subject,  and  prohibiting  the  same  body  from  pass- 
ing any  bill  allowing  counties,  cities  or  boroughs  to  loan  their  credit  to  cor- 
porations. They  were  all  adopted  by  large  majorities. 

The  following  was  the  vote  of  the  district  for  Congress,  Glenni  W.  Scofield, 
AVarreu,  being  the  Republican,  aud  ex-Governor  William  Bigler,  Clearfield, 
the  Democratic  nominee: 


ScofieUl.  Bigler 

Erie. o.'ilo  3.054 

Warren -iOOg  1,281 

Cameron 277  193 

Cleartield 1.302  2,476 
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Elk 2C1  C5G 

Eorest 71  53 

McKean 613  580 

.1,514  1,(521 


Total. 11,053  9,014 

For  State  Senate,  Ihe  Kepublicans  re -nominated  Morrow  B.  Lo-(\rj,  and 
the  Democrats  took  up  Dan  Bice,  of  Girard. 

Below  is  the  vote  of  the  district: 

T.owry.  iJice. 


Erie 5.311  3,031 

Crawford 4,708  3,038 


Total 


10,079  6,GG9 


The  count.y  tickets,  with  their  votes,  were  as  follow.s: 

Bepubliean — John  B.  Cochran.  5.390;  Byron  S.  Hill,  5,390;  Sheriff,  Col. 
H.  L.  Brown,  Erie,  5,407;  Clerk  of  the  Cumts  (in  ])Iace  of  Mr.  Kiliou, 
re.sigiied),  Henry  Butterfield.  Erie,  5.35S;  Treasurer,  Lieut.  E.  D.  llulbort, 
Erie.  5,34S;  Commissioner,  James  Chambers,  Harbor  Creek-,  5,373;  Auditor, 
Philip  Osborn,  Girard,  5,301;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Thomas  Stewart,  5,303. 

Democratic — Assembly,  H.  D.  Francis,  Corry,  3,039;  L.  OVk  Savage, 
Springfield,  3,039:  Sheriff,  Col.  William  O.  Colt,  Waterfoi’d,  3,013;  Clerk  of 
the  Courts,  F.  AV.  Koehler,  South  Erie,  2,970;  Commissioner,  Alonroe  Hutch - 
iusou,  Girard,  2,9(9;  Treasurer,  P.  2\,.  Becker,  Erie,  3,0lS;  L'irector  of  the 
Poor,  Balph  Bov, -man,  Conneaut,  2,973;  Auditor,  Ih-as  Sehluraff,  Mill  Creek, 
8,000. 

The  Bepubliean  National  Couventiou  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  fur 
President,  and  Andrew  Johnson  for  Vice  President.  John  Patton,  Ciearheld, 
was  the  elector  for  this  district.  The  Democrats  nominated  George  13.  AIc- 
Clellau  for  President,  and  George  H.  Pendleton  for  A'ice  President.  Basselas 
Brown,  AVarren,  was  the  candidate  for  elector.  The  vote  of  the  county  was 
as  follows; 


Erie,  First  District. . . 
Erie,  Seemul  Di.strict . 
Erie,  Tiiird  District.. . 
Erie,  Fourth  Distric-t. 

West  AIHl  rreek 

East  Alill  Creek’ 

Harbor  Creek 

Greenfield 

North  East  Towusliii, 
N'lrtli  East  Horougli  . 
Waterford  Borouoii.. . 
A V a t e 1 f o r d T 0 w 1 1 s 1 1 i p . 

AValtsburg 

A'cnango 

Eduiboro  

Washington 

Franklin 

Concord 

Corry 

Amity 

McKean 

Aliddleboro 

Greene 

■811111111  it 

Elk  Creek 

Conneaut 

.St>ringfield 

Fairviow 


I.iucoln. 

McClellun. 

. . 183 

131 

. . 124 

248 

071 

122 

. . 290 

183 

. . 19S 

137 

. . 220 

333 

. . 237 

149 

. . 131 

38 

040 

180  . 

. . 119 

31 

. . 135 

31 

. . 2C3 

88 

. . 43 

19 

..  103 

86 

...  81 

50 

. . 312 

no 

. . 142  . 

39 

. . 171 

102 

. . 199 

70 

. . 94 

94 

, . 230 

42 

. . 32 

— 

. . IIG 

15G 

. . 73 

107 

. . 1.53 

127 

..  212 

65 

. . 392 

41 

. . 249 

156 
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Gir.ird  To■\^■nsllip 
Girnrd  Boroiiyli. . 

Albion 

l-eBanif 

Gnion  Townsliip. 
T'nion  Borough.. , 

A'ayne 

Lockport ... 

Total 


236 

70 

72 

68 

61 

27 

179 

140 

191 

103 

95 

92 

188 

87 

164 

07 

6,387 

3,619 

The  soldiers  from  Erie  County  gave  Lincoln  524  votes,  and  McClellan  103, 


which  are  not  included  in  the  above. 

The  vote  of  the  Slate  was  as  follows:  Lincoln,  290,389;  McClellan, 


276,308. 


1S65. 


Auditor  General. — Gen.  John  F.  Hartranft,  Montgomery  County,  Repub- 
lican, 238,400;  Gen.  Mb  W.  II.  Davis,  Bucks  County,  Democrat.  215,714. 

Surveyor  General. — J.  YI.  Campbell,  Cambria  County,  Re^n,  237,9(39;  Col. 
John  P.  Linton,  Cambria  County,  Dem.,  215,981. 

The  vote  of  the  county  was  as  follows:  Hartranft,  3,845;  Davis,  2,051; 
Campbell,  3,842;  Linton,  2,041. 

County  Candidates. — Republican — Assembly,  Col.O.  S.  Woodwar’d,  YVater- 
ford,  3,875;  Gen.  .1).  B.  YIcCreavy,  Erie,  3,845;  County  Commissioner,  L.  YI. 
Childs,  Wayne,  3,808;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Andrew  Thompson,  Hnion,  3, 781 ; 
Surveyor,  G.  Alb  F.  Shervvin,  Harbor  Creek,  3,720;  Auditor,  O.  H.  P.  Fergu- 
son, Fairview,  3,744. 

Democratic — Assembly,  Ylaj.  T.  J.  Hoskinson.  Erie,  2,016;  Col.  AAb  O.  Colt, 
AValerford,  2,027;  County  Commissioner,  Edwin  Hall,  Girai'd,  2,061;  Director 
of  the  Poor,  AAdlliam  C.  Keeler,  Erie,  2,040;  Surveyor,  Capt.  John  11.  Yliller, 
Ylill  Creek,  2,053;  Auditor,  George  AAb  Arbuckle,  Girard,  2,029. 


1866. 

This  was  the  year  of  President  Johnson's  “swing  ’round  the  circle,”  and 
intciise  party  spirit  prevailed. 

Governor. — Gen,  John  AV.  Geary,  AA'estmoreland  County,  Rep.,  307,274; 
Hiester  Clymer,  Berks  County,  Dem.,  290,096. 

The  vote  of  the  county  was  as  follows;  Geary,  7,237;  Clymer,  3,957. 

John  lb  A'inceut,  of  Erie,  was  nominated  as  the  llepublicau,  and  Lieut.  Col. 
Benjamin  Grant,  of  Erie,  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Additional  Law 
Judge.  The  vote  of  the  district  was  as  follows; 

Vinrenf.  Gr^nt. 


Flic 7,10.3  3,9.j« 

Crawford G,707  4.960 

Warren  2,6.56  1,570 

Total 10,556  11,.5U4 


For  Congress,  Glenni  W.  Scofield  was  re-nominated  by  the  Republicans, 
and  AA’illiam  L.  Scott,  of  Erie,  was  the  candidate  of  the  Democrats.  The  vote 


of  the  district  was  as  follows: 

ScnfieM.  ScuU. 

Cameron .' 372  305 

Clearfield ;..  1,646  2,791 

Elk 359  636 

Erie 7,128  4,094 

Forest 99  77 

Jefferson 1,086  1,944 

McKean 854  739 

AVanen 2.663  1,595 


Total 15,107  12,481 
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Couuhi  Candidates.  — Piopublicim — Assembly,  Gen.  ]).  1).  McCreary,  Erie, 
7,147;  Col.  O.  S.  Woodward,  W^aterford,  7,149;  Associate  Judo-ps,  Hollis 
King,  Corry,  7.100;  Williaoi  Benson,  MAterTord.  7,17)6;  Protbonotavy,  Col. 
Chauncoy  17  Pogers,  Ediiiboro,  7,197;  District  Attonioy,  Col.  Charles  M. 
lynch,  Erie,  7,15b;  Begister  and  Pecorder,  Capt.  H.  G.  Haryey,  SpriugfiGld, 
7,209;  Trea.surej',  Li<'ut.  C.  W.  Keller,  IJaion,  7,205;  Commissioner,  Stpp)heu 
J.  Godfrey.  Elk  Creek,  7.15S;  Auditor,  51.  Hartlel.',  Erie,  7.192;  Director  of 
the  Poor.  Thomas  YVillis,  5Iill  Creek,  7,207;  Coroner.  William  J.  Sterredt, 
Erie,  6,721. 

Democratic — Assembly,  William  Henry,  South  Erie,  4. 02>6;  F.  F.  Marshall. 
Erie,  4,007;  Associate  Fudges,  Homy  R.  Porter,  Idorth  East,  3,910;  P.  P. 
Judson,  YVaterford.  3,955;  Prothonotary,  Col.  AY.  O.  Colt,  A\'aterford.  3,971; 
District  Attorney,  Charles  B.  Sleeper.  Corry,  3,996;  Register  and  Pecorder. 
Frank  Schlaudecker,  Erie,  3,971;  Treasurer.  P.  A.  Becker,  Erie,  3.997; 
Commissioner,  diaries  Right,  Eraiikliu,  3.989;  Auditor,  Amos  Stone,  Fair- 
yiew,  3,991;  Director  of  the  Poor.  Fiaas,  Schlurciti,  A.E11  Creek,  4,070;  Coroner, 
James  A.  Shearer,  LeBceui,  3,775. 

1S67. 

Supreme  Judge. — Henry  AY.  AYilliams,  Allegheny  County,  Rep.,  206,- 
824;  George  Sharswood,  Philadelphia,  Dem. , 267,746. 

The  vote  of  Erie  County  was  as  follows:  AYilliams,  5,504;  Sharswood. 
3,428. 

The  candidates  for  State  Senate  were  Alorrow  B.  Lowry,  Erie  County, 
Republican,  and  George  AY.  Hecker,  Crawfonl  County,  Democrat.  Below  is 


the  vote  of  the  district: 

I-o\rry.  lleckov. 

Erie ...4Rl.o  3, sot 

Crawford 5,‘H3  4,071 

Total 9.SG3  7,033 

Countg  Candidates. — This  was  ihe  first  year  Jury  Commissioners  were 
elected. 


Republican — Assembly.  George P.  Rea,  Girard,  5.182;  John  D.  Strauahan, 
LeBceuf,  5,588;  Sheriff,  Maj.  Andrew  F.  Swnn,  F.-iirvieiv,  5.451;  Clerk  of  the 
Courts,  Capt,  Charles  L.  Pierce,  AAnango,  5,511;  Jury  Couimissioiipr,  D.  AA'. 
Patterson,  AYattsbing,  5,490;  Commissioner,  AYiliiam  B.  Reed,  Greene,  5,502; 
Director  of  the  Poor,  Jacob  Flanson,  Erie,  5,499;  xkuditor,  Francis  F.  Stow, 
Amity,  5,479. 

Democratic— xAsserably,  Isaac  R.  Taylor,  AA’ashington,  3.339;  F.  .F.  Liebel, 
Erie,  3,434;  Sheriff.  AA'ilson  Alooro,  AYaterford,  3,409;  Clerk  of  the  Courts, 
.R.  H.  Arbuckle.  Alill  Creek,  3,365;  Jury  Commissioner,  P.  G.  Strauahan, 
Union,  3,364;  County  Commissioner,  J.  C.  Cauft'mau,  Ijockport,  3.308;  Di- 
rector of  the  Poor,  James  Lytle,  Erie,  3,371;  .luditor,  Alden  Pomeroy.  Con - 
neaut,  3,345. 

1868. 

Auditor  General. — Gen.  John  E.  Hartranft,  Alontgomery  County,  Repub- 
lican, 331,408;  Charles  E.  Boyle,  Fayette  County,  Democrat,  321, 73i. 

Siirceyor  General. — James  51.  Campbell,  Cambria  County,  Republican, 
331,126;  Col.  AYellington  H.  Ent,  Columbia  County,  Democrat,  321,947. 

I’he  vote  of  Erie  County  was  7,702  for  Hartrauft,  4,531  for  Boyle,  7,699 
for  Campbell,  and  4,532  for  Ent. 

Tlie  candidate.s  for  Congress  were  Glenni  AA'.  Scolield,  Republican,  and 
Rasselas  Brown,  of  AA'arron,  Dem.  Below  is  the  vote  of  the  district: 
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Scofifia. 

BroTv  u. 

Erie • ■ 

7,675 

4 572 

TVari'cn 

2,935 

1.934 

McKean 

964 

825 

Elk 

501 

1,061 

( HUlOVO]) . 

537 

440 

Jcffers'Mi 

2,067 

2,107 

Clearfiehl 

1,890 

3,006 

Forest 

, 334 

350 

Total 

16,903 

14,355 

Connfij  Ca/!'OV/afe.s.--l-;opnblican — Assembly,  John  L),  Stranahan,  IjeJjteuf, 
7,679;  George  F.  Ifea,  Girard.  7.632;  Treasurer,  Lieut.  C.  TV.  Keller,  Union, 
7,73t5;  Commissioner,  L.  M.  Childs,  TVayne,  7.610;  Director  of  the  Poor,  An- 
drew Thomps  Union.  7,671;  Auditor,  Thomas  Evans,  Erie,  7,717;  Sm’veyor, 
II.  F.  Holliday,  Fairview,  7,717, 

Democratic — Assembly,  F.  A.  Becker,  Erie,  4.602;  James  Lewis,  Corry, 
4,556;  Treasurer,  Henry  Ball,  Girard.  4,548;  CommissioTier.  TViLson  Moore, 
TVaterford,  4.567;  Director  of  the  Poor.  James  D.  Phillips,  Amity,  4.554;  Au- 
ditor. TV.  TV.  Dobbins,  Erie,  4.559;  Surveyor  H.  L.  Pinney.  Greene.  4,557. 

Presidential  Vote. — The  State  vote  for  President  at  the  November  election 
was  as  follows:  Ulysses  S.  Grant,  of  Illinois,  Kepubiican,  342,280;  Horatio  Sey- 
mour, of  New  York,  Democratic,  313,382. 

Schuyler  Colfax,  of  Indiana,  was  the  Republican,  and  Gen.  Frank  P.  Blair, 
of  Missouri,  the  Democratic  nominee  for  Thee  President. 

Grant  and  Colfax  were  elected.  The  county  vote  was  as  follows: 


Gram.  ^ Seyinour, 


Amity 115  101 

Albion SO  35 

Concorrl 184  120 

Conneauv 244  136 

Cony,  N.  TV 223  178 

Cony.  .''.TV 336  204 

EUinboro 110  4S 

Elk  Creek 180  136 

Erie,  Einst  Ward 294  1-15 

Ei  ie,  Second  TVard 297  319 

Erie,  Third  Ward 386  IPS 

Erie,  Eourth.  TVard o'‘4  235 

Fairview  Township 221  132 

Fairview  B>>rougli 74  44 

Franklin 194  51 

Girard  Town.sliip 275  80 

Girard  Borough 85  76 

■ Greene 150  160 

Greenlreld 163  44 

Harbor  Creek 246  125 

Eelkjeuf 230  1 16 

Lockport.  161  105 

Tic  Kean 259  38 

TIidclleboro 31  2 

Mill  Creek  (East) 198  285 

Mill  Creek  (East) 2.39  151 

Xorlh  East  Township 262  216 

North  East  Borough 182  41 

Springfield 397  33 

Summit 89  138 

Soutli  Erie 114  155 

Union  Towiisiiip 226  120 

l^Tiion  Horougli 117  121 

Venango.  . . . i 210  93 
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WattsHuvijr.  ■ 49  21 

AYasiiiny:t'>n 350  140 

T\'alerfor<l  Townsliip 297  93 

Watri  forCi  lloni’agi! 135  48 

TYayne....* 221  81 

T-r)tal 8,007  4,555 


James  Sill,  of  Erie,  %vas  the  Kepublican,  aud  William  A.  Galbr.aiiL,  of 
Erie,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  elector. 

isryd. 

Gocenwr.  — Gen.  John  W.  Geary, Cumberland  County,  Republican,  290,552; 
Asa  Packer,  Carbon  County,  Democrat,  285,950. 

Supreme  Judge. — H.  TV.  Williams,  Allegheny  County,  Republican,  291,- 
278;  Cyrus  L.  Pershing.  Cambria  County,  Democrat,  282,575. 

Erie  County  gave  0.99U  votes  for  Geary,  -1.338  for  Packer,  6,420  for 
Williams,  and  4,250  for  Pershing. 

County  Candidates. — Republican — Assembly.  Charles  O.  Bovyman,  Corry, 
6,490;  Gen.  D.  B.  McCreary,  Erie,  0,411.  1 Tothouotary,  Capt.  E.  L.  Whit- 

tlesey, Waterford.  0.520-.  Register  and  Recorder,  Capt.  H.  G.  Harvey,  Spring- 
held,  6,614;  District  Attorney,  J.  C.  Sturgeon.  Erie,  6, 540;  Commissioner, 
Garner  Parmer,  Albion,  5.97-1;  Director  of  the  Poor,  S.  A.  Beavis,  Corry,  6,- 
429;  Auditors,  Thomas  Woods,  Union  (three  years),  6,010;  George  W.  Grifiin, 
North  East  (one  year),  0,534;  Coroner.  Thomas  Dillon,  Erie,  no  oppositioJi. 

Democratic — Assembly,  Frank  Sclilaudecker,  Erie,  4,226;  Isaac  E.  Taylor, 
Edinboro,  -1,001;  Prothonotaiy,  Col.  W.  O.  Colt,  Waterford,  4,234;  Register 
and  Recorder,  Charle.s  Horton,  North  East,  4,191;  District  Attorney,  George 
A.  Allen,  Erie,  -4,200;  Commissioner,  George  C,  Gallowhur,  Girard,  4.737; 
Director  of  the  Poor,  John  Burton,  East  Mill  Creek,  4,353;  Auditors,  James 
M.  Finn,  Greenheld  (three  rears),  4.205;  Ephraim  Boyer,  Eairview  (one  year), 
4,202. 

1870. 

The  Republican  candidate  for  President  Judge  was  Lansing  D.  Wetmore, 
Warren,  and  the  Democratic,  Rasselas  Brown,  same  county.  S.  E.  Woodruff, 
Erie,  was  an  Independent  Republican  candidate.  The  vote  of  ihe  district  was 
as  follows; 


AA’oodrufl’. 

AA’eLniore.  Ilrown. 

Erie 

. . 1,591 

4,102 

3,926 

Yv'arren 

. . 167 

2,121 

1,548 

Eik 

7 

324 

798 

Total 

. . 1,765 

0,548 

6,252 

The,  candidates  for  Congress  Avere  Glenni 

W.  Scoh 

eld,  Republican,  Wa 

and  Selden  Marvin,  Democrat,  Erie.  BeloAv 

was  the 

vote  of 

the  district: 

Scolicld. 

Marvin. 

Erie 

4,089 

Warren 

. . 2,250 

1.657 

Cleartiekl  

. ..  1,371 

2,008 

Elk 

. . . 342 

787 

Forest 

. . . 360 

276 

Cameron 

. . . 437 

390 

McKean 

. . . 882 

700 

Jefferson  

. ..  1,812 

1.914 

Total 

12,451 

For  the  State  Senate.  George  B.  Delamator,  of  Crawford  County,  Avas  the 
Republican,  and  J.  Ross  Thompson,  of  Erie  County,  the  Democratic  candidate. 
The  vote  of  the  district  was  as  follows: 
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Dolaimiter.  Trioiii  pson. 


Erie 3,021 

Crawt'onl .a, 109  4,002 

Tola! 10,800  8..923 


Couuii/  CandiiJafc-s. — -L’epu!)!icaD — Assembly,  George  ^V.  Stiirr,  Erie,  5, - 
010;  b Newton  Miller,  SprlngTielO,  5.SS7;  Shorifi',  Gen,  Thomas  AT.  AValker, 
Erie,  5,000;  'i'reasurer,  Eog-m  J.  l>yke.  Erie,  5,020;  Clerk  of  the  Conrts, 
Ccipt.  C.  L.  Fierce,  Venango.  0,010;  Counnissioner,  Alyroii  H.  Silverthorn, 
FairvieiY  Townshi]).  5, SCO;  Jury  Commissioner,  AVilliain  AT'.  Love.  AVest  Alill 
Creek,  5, 051;  Directors  of  the  i'Mor,  Stephen  A.  Beavis,  Corry,  5,80l,  AV.  AV. 
Eaton,  Eairview  Borough,  5, SOI,  L.  AA'.  Olds,  Erie,  5,SS6;  Auditor,  Jesse 
E!)ersole,  Harbor  Creek,  5,0'2l. 

Democratic — Assembly,  Eli  Dnneombe,  Amity,  3,750.  Spencer  H.  Ellis, 
AA'ashington,  3,707;  Sheriff,  AVilson  Aloore.  AAmterbarl  Townshij),  3.402;  Treas- 
urer, Amos  Heath,  Corry.  3.7i)5;  Clerk  of  tlio  Coiirts.  A.  J.  Pi'ondtit,  Edin- 
bo'ro.  3,705;  Commissioner.  John  Burton,  East  Alill  Creek,  3,770;  Jury  Com- 
missioner, H.  L,  Finney.  Greene,  3,742;  Directors  of  the  Poor.  HeTiry  AA’olf, 
North  East  Town.ship,  3,722.  Jacob  Eootz,  Erie,  3,700,  .Josiah  Shreve,  Union 
Township,  3,722.  ,A,uditor,  S.  C.  Sturgeon.  Eairview  Borough,  3.7  47. 

Indep>endeut  Democrat — Sheriff,  Levi  Jackson,  Girard  Borough,  362. 

The  election  of  three  Directors  of  the  Poor  was  duo  to  the  following  cir- 
cumstances; For  some  time,  he  back  townships  had  urged  tlie  sale  of  the  poor 
house  farm  and  the  purchase  of  a cheaper  property.  A lull  to  that  effect 
passed  the  Legislature,  and  a sale  was  made,  which  the  court  refused  to  con- 
tirm.  The  question  was  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court,  which  decided  the  act 
unconstitutioual.  The  Legislature  thereupon  repealed  the  act.  and  another 
one  was  adopted,  requiring  the  election  of  a new  board,  who  should  serve  one. 
two  and  three  years  respectively. 

1871. 

Auditor  General.- — David  'B.  Stanton,  Beaver  County.  Republican,  28-4,097; 
Gen.  AVilliam  AIcCandless,  Philadelphia,  Democrat,  209,522;  Barr  Spangler, 
Lancaster  County,  Prohibition,  3,132. 

Survei/or  General. — Col.  Robert  B.  Beath,  Schuylkill  County,  Republican, 
287,045;  Alaj.  James  II.  Cooper,  Lawrence  County,  Democrat,  200,335;  Ed- 
ward X.  Wheeler,  Alerctr  County.  Prohibition,  2.909. 

Erie  County  cast  4,282  votes  for  Stanton,  2,900  for  ArcCandless,  02  for 
Spangler,  4,285  for  Beath.  2,904  for  Cooper,  and  02  for  AVheeler. 

County  Candidate.-^. — RepnI.dican — Associate  Judges,  AVilliam  Benson, 
AVaterford  Borough,  4,495,  Allen  .-A.  Craig,  Erie,  3,820;  Assemlily,  George  AA’. 
Starr,  Erie,  3.9.57;  Col.  Chauncey  B.  Rogers.  Edinlmro,  4.343;  Commissioner, 
Clark  Bliss,  North  East  Township,  4,371;  Director  of  the  Poor,  AJichaei  Henry, 
Erie.  4,018;  Auditor,  Col.  C.  AV.  Lytle,  Erie.  4,285. 

Democratic — Associate  Judge,  Isaac  R.  Taylor,  Ediubnro,  3,-107;  Assem- 
bly, Charles  Iloilon.  North  East  Borough,  3,400;  Commissinuer,  R.  H.  I'almer, 
Corry,  2,982;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Amos  Heath,  Corry,  3,039;  Auditor,  AV.  J. 
Rrockway,  Coniieaut,  3,007. 

A vote  was  taken  this  year  to  decide  whether  a Constitutional  Convention 
should  be  held.  Erie  County  oast  0,490  for  a Convention,  and  204  againsi. 
Tlie  vote  of  tlie  State  was  352,439  in  favor  of  and  72,084  in  opposition  to  the 
Convention. 

1872. 

Governor. — Gen.  John  F.  Hartranft,  of  Montgomery  Comity,  Republican, 
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853,387;  Charles;  R.  Bac.kalew,  Columbia  Comity,  Deraocral,  317,700;  Simpoa 
B.  Chase,  .Susquohanvia  County,  Prohibition,  1,25‘J. 

Aiiditor  Gent-ral. — Gen,  Harrison  Allen.  Warren  County,  Republican,  352, - 
707;  William  Hartley,  Bedford  Comity,  Democrat,  315,S51_;  Barr  Spangler, 
Lancaster  County,  Prohibition,  1.20ti. 

Conyressmoi  at  Large. — Lornuel  Todd,  Cumberland  County,  Republican, 
357,743;  G.  W.  Scotield,  Warren  County,  K*''publican,  359,043;  Charles  Al- 
bright, Carbou  County,  Republican,  30)i),540;  Riclu'.rd  Yaux,  Phil.adelphia, 
Democrat,  311,030;  Hendrick  B,  Wright,  Luzerne  County,  Democrat,  314,014; 
James  H.  Hopkins.  Allegheny  County,  Democrat,  313,334. 

George  F.  5IcFarlaud,  Dauphin  County,  Andrew  J.  Clark.  Luzerne,  and 
B.  Rush  Bradford,  Beaver,  the  Ih’ohibition  candidates,  received  an  average  of 
1,250  votes. 

Supreme  Judges. — Plysses  Mercer,  Bradford  County,  Republican,  354,319; 
James  Thompson,  Philadelphia,  Democrat,  313,870;  JosejJn  Henderson,  OYash- 
ington.  Prohibition,  977, 

Erie  County  gave  an  average  vote  of  7,500  for  the  Republican,  and  5,200 
for  the  Democratic  State  ticket. 

By  the  act  of  the  Assembly  providing  for  a Constitutional  Convention, 
fourteen  delegates  at  large  were  allotted  to  each  of  the  two  leading  parties, 
and  three  delegates  to  each  Senatorial  district,  in  the  latter  case  no  voter  being 
entitled  to  vote  for  more  than  two,  so  as  to  secure  minority  representation. 
John  H.  Walkc  r,  of  Erie,  was  one  of  the  Republican  delegates  at  large.  The 
Senatorial  delegates  elected  were  C.  O.  Bowman,  of  Corry,  and  Thomas  Struth- 
era,  of  5Yarren,  Republicans,  and  Rasselas  Brown,  of  Warren.  Democrat.  John 
Miller,  Sr.,  of  Erie,  was  one  of  the  Prohibition  nominees  for  district  deleg.ates. 

An  .amendment  to  the  Constitution  v/as  adopted  this  year,  making  the 
office  of  State  Treasurer  elective.  Erie  County  gave  11,509  votes  for  tlie 
amendment  and  only  2 against  it. 

The  Republican  candidate  for  Congress  was  Gen.  Carlton  B.  Curtis,  of 
Erie  County.  Gen.  Thomas  L,  Kane,  of  McKean  County,  was  supported  by 
the  Liberal  Republicans  and  Democrats.  The  vote  of  the  district  was  as  fol- 
lows: 


Erie 

IVanen . . 
Itkdvean. 
Jefferson . 
ClearlieM 

Elk 

Cameron. 
Forest. . . 

Total 


Curtis. 

Kane. 

7.506 

5,111 

2,332 

956 

1,000 

2,375 

2,318 

3,506 

G26 

1,181 

590 

531 

416 

355 

17,742 

16,235 

David  dVilson,  of  Union,  Prohibition  candidate,  received  14  votes  in  Erie 
County  and  none  outside. 

The  candidates  for  the  State  Senate  were  George  H.  Cutler,  of  Girard. 
Republican,  and  J.  F.  Downing,  of  Erie,  Liberal.  The  following  was  the  vote 


i.  ^ ^ ' O 

of  the  district: 

Cutler.  Downing. 

Erie T.jOT  .5,139 

Warren 3,25*3  2,298 


Total 10,363  7,427 

Jehiel  Towner,  of  Erie  City,  Prohibition  candidate  for  State  Senate,  re- 
ceived 10  votes  in  this  county  and  none  in  M'arren, 
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HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


Coiniti/  Candidutes. — Eepublicau^ AsseuiMy,  TV.  TV.  Brov.u,  Cony,  7,-liO; 
Eiumott  II.  T\'ilcox.  TVas'liingtor:,  7,413;  District  Attorney,  S.  M.  Brainerrl, 
Nortli  East,  7,435;  Erothonotary,  Capt.  E,  L.  WliittU'.sey,  Waterford,  7,504 
(no  opi)Osition);  Eegister  and  llecorcler,  Daniel  Long,  Eairviow,  7.55S;  Trea.s- 
urer.  Jacob  Yeagla,  Fairview,  7,300;  Commissioner,  TVilliarn  T.  Brown,  Corry, 
7, 530;  Auditor,  D.  TV.  Titos,  Venango,  7.555:  Surveyor.  George  Platt,  Girard^- 
7,555  (no  opposition);  Coroner,  TI.  S.  Vincent,  Erie,  7,337. 

Deviocratic  and  Liberal. — A.?serably,  Tliomas  TlcClure,  Girard  Borougb, 
Liberal,  5,124;  S.  B.  Broolcs,  Corry,  Liberal,  5,113;  District  Attorney.  George 
P.  Griffith.  Erie,  Democrat,  5,217;  Picgister  and  Beeorder,  Harry  Ellen,  Dem- 
ocrat, North  East  Borough,  5,110,  Treasurer.  Eugyne  Metz,  Democrat,  Erie, 
5,102;  Commissioner.  Isaac  IL  Taylor,  Democrat,  Edinboro,  5,141 : Auditor,  TV. 
J.  Brockway,  Democrat.  5,127. 

Prohibition. — Assembly,  James  Lytle,  Erie,  17;  David  Carroll,  Lniou,  21; 
Protbonotary,  John  Atiller,  Erie,  IG:  Treasurer,  Dr.  C.  N.  Moore,  Springbeld, 
10;  Commissioner.  Alyron  H.  Cole.  Elk  Creek,  10. 

Independent  ItejjidiJican. — Coroner,  Thomas  Dillon,  Erie,  5,350. 

The  authorities  at  Harrisburg  deciderl  that  this  was  not  the. proper  year  to 
elect  a Surveyor,  and  refused  Mr.  Platt  a commission.  He  was  then  appointed 
by  the  court  until  the  next  election. 

Presideniial  Vote. — The  Bepublicans  nominated  Liysses  S.  Grant,  of  Illi- 
nois, for  President,  and  Henry  TVilson,  of  Massachusetts,  for  Vice  President. 
The  dissatisfied  element  of  the  party  called  another  convention,  adopted  the  title 
of  Liberal  Piepublicans,  and  nominated  Horace  Greeley,  of  New  AMrk,  for  Presi- 
dent, and  B.  Gratz  Brown,  of  Missouri,  for  Vice  President.  This  ticket  was  subse- 
quently adopted  by  the  Democrats.  The  Prohibition  ticket  was  James  Black, 
of  Pennsylvania,  for  President,  and  Rev.  John  Russell,  of  Michigan,  for'  Vice- 
President, 

Selden  Marvin,  of  Erie,  was  one  of  tlie  Democratic  uomi?iees  for  Elector  at 
Large,  and  George  TV.  ,Ai‘buckle,  of  Girard,  one  of  the  Prohibition  nominees. 
The  district  candidates  for  Elector  were;  Charles  C.  Boyd,  TVaterford,  Repub- 
lican; TVilliarn  A.  Galbraith,  Erie,  Democrat;  John  J.  Taylor,  Cleartiold,  Pro- 
hibition. 

The  vote  of  the  State  was  as  follows:  Grant,  349,089;  Greelev,  211,901; 
Black,  4,630. 

Grant  and  TVilson  were  elected.  Below  is  the  vote  of  the  county: 


Grant. 

Greelev. 

lilack. 

Erie,  First  TVartl 

291 

288 

8 

Erie,  Second  Ward 

368 

296 

2 

Erie,  Third  tVard 

421 

124 

1 

Erie,  Fourth  TVard 

440 

216 

2 

Erie,  Fifth  Ward  

105 

99 

Erie,  Sixth  Ward 

120 

70 

13 

Total 

1,745 

1,093 

25 

East  Tliil  Creek 

93 

63 

West  Mill  Creek 

160 

61 

Hari)or  Creek 

208 

53 

North  East  Township 

215 

116 

North  E:;st  Borougli 

183 

51 

Green  held 

133 

16 

T'enaiit>() 

196 

58 

1 

TVattsbni'a: 

44 

27 

1 

A ruitv 

. ...' 74 

70 

T'/avne 

211 

80 

83 

Concord 

1S2 

Corrv.  First  Ward 

313 

198 
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HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


Ccnry.  .'^ecomi  VvTuil 2Si 

I'liiun  'J'ov,  n-^hip 107 

Union  Huiougli 230 

I'.nl’.nuf 150 

Mill  Y'ill.is'n 50 

W'aterl'ovd  'J'ovvnsliip 201 

'\\’utiTl'oal  Jloiouuli 147 

Gn't'ue Ill 

Summil SO 

MrUean 218 

IMidilleboro 20 

\\';nlii)i”'lon ' 285 

l-U.liniioro 74 

UiaiiFlin 153 

17lk  (’reek  180 

('ouiieaut 232 

Albion 50 

■Springlield 352 

(rirard  'l'o\vn>hii) 288 

(lirard  Bon.Higii ■ 70 

Jjucliporf, 40 

Fairview  Tnv\  iisliip 171 

I'airview  Buiougli 01 


211 

75 

105 

00 

20 

08 

51 

120 

94 

20 

5 

110 

53 

13 

133 

57 

20 

00 

133 

50 

4S 

80 

34 


12 

4 

2 

1 


1 


1 

o 

13 

5 


Total 7.504  3.587  58 

A large  portiou  of  tlio  Democrats  wore  dissatisfied  with  i\Ir.  Greeley’s  nomi- 
nation, he  having  always  been  a bitter  enemy  of  their  ]'»arly,  and  refu.sed  to 
vote  at  the  Novojnbor  election.  To  show  the  falling  oli’  in  the  xlnti -Repub- 
lican vote,  the  following  recapitulation  is  given: 

October.  November. 

Opposition  vole  ill  State ’. 317,700  211,001 

Opjiosition  vote  in  county 5,2u0  3,587 


187:3. 

A law  known  as  the  Local  Option  Act  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  wliich 
submitted  the  question  to  a vote  of  the  'people  on  the  K3th  of  March  whether 
licenses  for  the  sale  of  liqitor  should  or  should  not  be  granted  for  the  three 
years  ensuing.  Each  city  and  county  decided  the  matter  for  itself,  apart  from 
what  the  result  might  be  in  either.  The  vote  of  Erie  was  2,017  for  license 
and  COG  against;  of  Corry,  550  foi'  license  and  3 10  against;  and  of  the  county, 
outside  of  those  cities,  1.700  for  license  and  2,020  against.  In  accordance 
with  this  result,  no  licenses  were  granted  in  the  county,  with  the  exception  of 
Erie  and  Corry,  for  about  a year,  when  the  Legi.>lature  repealed  the  act.  The 
complete  vote  of  the  State,  apart  Lorn  the  cities,  was  105,427  for  license  and 
164,50-3  against;  of  the 'cities  alone,  70.003  for  license  and  pO,029  against.' 

The  following- was  the  vote  for  State  ohicers  at  the  Cu-iober  election : Su- 

preme  Judge,  Isaac  G.  Crordon,  Jeffer.-ou  County,  iie[)ub!ican,  240,335;  James 
R.  Ludlow,  Philadelj'hia,  Democrat,  225,041. 

Stale  Treasxrer. — (First  election  by  the  people)  Eohort  M'.  ^lackey,  Alle- 
gheny County.  Republican,  243,823;  Frank  M.  Hutchison,  Allegheny  County, 
Democratic,  210.471. 

The  vote  of  the  county  was  3,887  for  Gordon,  2,  lOO  for  Ludlow,  3,052  for 
Mackey,  and  2,800  for  Hutchison. 

Coimfij  Camlidafcs. — Republican — -AsBembly,  Henry  Buttertield,  Erie, 4,508; 
Einmett  H.  Wilcox.  Edinboro.  4,077;  Sheriff,  John  L.  Hyner,  AVaterford’ Bor- 
ough, 3,157;  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  Capt.  C.  L.  Pierce,  7.2-io  (on  the  Detuocratic 
ticket  also);  Commissioner,  AI.  H.  Silverthorn,  Fairview,  5,484  (Democrats 
made  no  nomination);  Director  of  the  Poor,  -James  Dunn,  McKean,  4,423; 
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Auditor,  W.  Tliomas,  Erio,  4,374:  Jury  Commissiouor,  William  Giaut, 
McKean,  4,474. 

Democratic  and  Liberal — Assembly,  AVilson  Laird,  Erie,  3,096;  Isaac  IL 
Taylor,  Edinboro,  2,756;  Sheriff,  Wilson  Mooj;e,  Waterford  Township,  3,450; 
Director  of  the  Poor,  Mortimer  Phelps,  Edinboro,  Liberal,  2,6S7 ; Auditor, 
Thomas  McClure,  Girard,  Liberty,  2,6S2;  Jury  Commissioner,  Robert  Leslie, 
IVattsbarg,  2,797. 

Prohibition — Assembly.  David  Wilson,  Pnion  Township,  138;  Sheriff,  A. 
L.  Haskell.  Amity,  134;  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  .John  Miller,  Jr.,  Erie,  144; 
Commissioner,  Clark  Rice,  Pnion,  1 79;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Hugh  Cushing, 
131;  Auditor,  Lyman  G.  Hall,  North  East,  168;  Jury  Commissioner,  James 
Lytle,  Erie,  155. 

Independent  Democrat — Sheriff,  Robert  S.  Hunter,  Erie,  203;  Levi  Jack- 
eon,  Girai’d,  80. 

Independent  Republican — County  Commissioner,  M.  Hartleb,  Erie,  1,767. 

The  lir-st  returns  for  Sheriff  gave  IVilson  Moore  4 majority,  and  be  was 
declared  elected.  Just  as  the  convention  of  Return  Judge.s  v;as  about  to  ad- 
journ, an  err.u’  was  reported  in  Middleboro  which  gave  J.  L.  Hyner  a majority 
of  7.  He  was  given  the  commission,  and  served  out  the  term. 

Special  Election. —k  special  election  was  held  on  the  iGth  of  December,  to 
decide  upon  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  new  constitution.  The  vote  of 
Erie  County  was  6,624  for  the  constitution,  and  742  against;  the  vote  of  the 
State,  ■252,744  for,  and  108,594  against. 

1874. 

Supreme  Judge.- — Edward  M.  Passon,  I^hiladelphia,  Republican,  270,230; 
W.  J.  Woodward.  Berks  County,  Democrat.  277,454;  James  Black,  Lancaster, 
Prohibition,  5,060. 

Lieutenant  Governor. — A.  H.  Olmstead,  Potter  County,  Republican,  272,- 
516;  John  Latta,  Westmoreland  County,  Democrat,  277,195;  B.  R.  Bradford, 
Beaver,  Prohibition,  4,647. 

Auditor  General. — Gen.  Hanlson  Allen,  Warren  Count}',  Republican,  272,- 
571;  J.  E.  Temple,  Greene  County,  Democrat,  276,605;  Calvin  Parsons,  Lu- 
zerne County,  Prohibition,  4,707. 

Secretary  of  Infernal  Affairs.  — Col.  R.  B.  Beath,  Schuylkill  County,  Re- 
publican, 272,310;  Gen.  AVilliam  McCandlcss,  Philadelphia,  Democrat,  270,- 
935;  Mh  P.  Culbertson,  Montgomery  County,  Prohibition,  4,(i04. 

The  average  vote  in  the  county  v;as  5,000  for  the  Republican,  4,000  for  the 
DemocTatic,  and  3u  for  the  Prohibition  State  ticket. 

For  Congress,  the  Republican  candidate  was  Carlton  B.  Curtis,  of  Erio, 
and  the  Democratic,  Albert  G.  Egbert,  of  Venango.  The  latter  was  elected 


by  a majority  of  11,  follows: 

Curtis.  Egbert. 

Erie 4,998  4,873 

Veiuingu 3,097  3,480 

AVarreii 2.27S  2,032 

Total ■■ 10,374  10,385 

City  Candidates. — Assembly,  Henry  Butterfield,  Republican,  1,125;  Will- 


iam Henry,  Democrat,  1,585;  .John  H.  Welsh,  Independent  Republican,  153. 

County  Candidates — Republican — Assemby,  W.  W.  Brown,  Corry,  3,637; 
Orlando  Logan,  xUbiou,  3,775,  Dr.  S.  E.  Chapin,  AVattslmrg,  3,851;  Treas- 
urer, Carl  H.  AA'alliridge,  Erie,  4,692;  Commissioner,  Clark  Bliss,  North  East 
Township.  5,221;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Michael  Henry,  Erie,  5,254;  Auditor, 
William  E.  Hayes,  Greene,  5,324. 
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Democratic — AssemMy,  F.  Stanford,  Cony,  3,371;  Treasurer,  N.  T.  Hume, 
Wattsburg.  5,161:  Clommissioaer,  John  M.  Kulm,  Erie,  4,693:  HirecLor  of 
the  Poor,  Charles  Slievman,  Elk  Creek,  4,043;  Auditor,  D.  AV.  Hov.'ard,  AYayne, 
4,606.  , 

Independent  candidate  for  Assembly,  Asa  Battles,  Girard,  1,943. 

Prohibition — Assembly,  A.  L.  Haskell.  Amity,  ‘29;  Treasurer.  P.  E.  Nor- 
cross,  A’enango.  30;  Hireotov  of  the  Poor,  AA".  11.  AVade,  Enion,  21;  Aixditor, 
James  Chambers.  Harbor  Creek,  19. 

This  is  known  as  the  “Tidal  AA’ave”  year,  the  Democrats  sweeping  almost 
every  State  and  gaining  the  House  of  Beju'csentatives  at  AA'ashington  by  a 
large  majority,  the  lirst  time  they  had  control  of  that  body  in  many  years. 
Besides  electing  Stale  oihcers,  they  carried  a majority  of  the  Lower  House  at 
Harrisburg,  which  enabled  them  to  send  AVilliam  A.  AVallace  to  the  United 
States  Senate  for  six  years  from  the  4th  of  Alarch,  1875. 

1875. 

The  -Democratic  State  Convention  met  in,  Erie  this  year,  being  the  only 
State  assemblage  of  either  jiarty  ever  held  in  our  city.  The  vote  on  State 
candidates  was  as  follows: 

Gorernor. —Gen.  John  E.  Hartranft,  Alontgomery  County,  llepublican, 
304,175;  Cyrus  L.  Pershing,  Cambria  County,  Democrat,  292,145;  Ilev.  11. 

A.  Brown,  Lawrence  County,  Prohibition,  13,249. 

State  Tnxisurer. — Heniy  Eawle,  Erie  County,  Bepul  Jican,  302,875;  ATctor 
E.  Piollet.  Bradford  County,  Democrat,  293,150;  E.  L.  Pennypaeker,  Chester 
County,  Prohibition,  12,468. 

The  county  gave  6, 699  votes  for  Hartranft,  4.744  for  Pershing,  120  for 
Brown,  6. 809  for  Bawle,  4,64-1  for  Piollet,  and  94  for  Penuypacker. 

County  Candidates. — Eepublican — State  Senate,  Henry  Butterheld,  Erie, 
6,360;  Prothonotary.  Giles  D.  Price,  A^'enaugo,  6,937;  ilegister  and  ilecorder, 
Capt.  D.  Long,  Fairview,  6,820;  District  Attorney,  A.  B.  Force,  Eric,  6,315; 
Coroner,  Dr.  J.  E.  Silliman,  Erie,  6,581;  Director  of  the  Poor,  John  G.  Kin- 
caide,  AAhyne,  6,694. 

Democratic — State  Senate,  David  Olin,  Girard,  5,083;  Prothonotary,  S. 

B.  Gail.  Corry,  4.559;  Ilegister  and  Ilecorder,  A.  L.  Ihlden,  LeBcenf,  4,682; 
District  Attorney,  A.  F.  Bole,  Union  City.  5,119;  Coroneu-,  Dr.  J.  T.  Clarke, 
Erie,  4,5SS;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Josiah  Shrove,  Union  Township,  4,794. 

Independent  candidate  for  Coroner,  A.  M.  Tarbcll,  Erie,  2S9. 

This  year,  entire  Boards  of  County  Commissioners  and  County  Auditors 
were  elected  for  the  first  time,  under  the  operation  of  the  new  constitution. 
Three  of  both  classes  of  officers  were  eho-en  for  three  years  in  each  case,  no 
voter  having  a right  to  cast  a ballot  for  more  than  two,  thus  securing  minority 
represen  tation.  The  nominees  of  the  Eepublican  and  Democratic  parties  were 
as  follows,  all  being  elected; 

Countv  Com  mi. 'si  oners — A.  B.  Gunnison.  Erie,  D.  AV.  Titus,  AhnanRo,  Ee- 
publicans,  and  E.  H.  Arbnckle,  East  Alili  Creek,  Elemocrat. 

County  .luditors — E.  L.  Eauge,  LeBcenf,  AVilliam  B.  Hayes,  Greene,  Ee- 
publioans,  and  AV.  .J.  Brockway,  Conneaut,  Democrat. 

. G.  H.  Lyon,  of  North  East,  was  elected  County  Surveyor,  receiving  a few 
hundred  votes,  but  the  court  decided  that  there  was  no  vacancy,  and  he  did 
not  receive  a commission. 

1876. 

The  October  Election  was  dispensed  with,  and  district  and  county  officers 
were  chosen  in  November,  on  the  same  day  as  the  Presidential  electors. 
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This  yeju'  was  the  tirst  in  v.’lhch  the  Greenbnch  }>arty  appeared  in  national 
politics.  It  proposed  to  abolish  the  National  Banks,  and  substitute  United 
States  Treasury  Notes,  usually  kno’.vn  as  Greenbacks,  for  their  notes  of  issue. 
The  norniueos  for  President  and  Vice  President  were  as  follows; 

President —Butherford  B.  Hayes,  (xf  Ohio.  Bepubiican;  Samuel  J.  Tilden, 
New  York,  Democrat;  Peter  Coop>er,  New  York,  Greenback:  Green  Clay  Smith, 
Kentucky,  Prohibitiou:  James  B.  Walker.  Illiuois,  Anti- Secret  Society. 

Yice  President—  Vi'illiam  A.  YVheeler,  New  York,  Bepubiican;  Thomas  A. 
Hendricks.  Indiana,  Democrat:  .Samuel  F.  Cary,  Ohio,  Greenback;  Gideon  T. 
Stewart,  Prohibition;  Donald  Kilpatrick.  Yew  Y'ork,  Anti-Secret  Society. 

The  nominees  for  elector  in  this  Congressional  District  wereW.  W.  Wilbur, 
Warren,  Bepubiican;  B>.  F.  Morris,  Warren,  Democrat;  David  Wilson,  Union, 
Greenback;  John  T.  Taylor,  Yenango,  Prohibitiou;  D.  W.  Elderkin,  Venango, 
Anti-Secret  Society. 

The  vote  of  the  State  was  as  follows: 


Hayes,  384,184;  Tilden,  3bl3,‘2U4;  Cooper, 
Following  is  the  vote  of  the  county; 

7,204 

Smith, 

1,318;  W 

aikcr 

Hayes. 

Tilden. 

Cooper.  Smith. 

Erie.  Fii'-t  Wank  First  District 

73 

108 

Erie,  First  Wank  .Secmul  District 

U)7 

96 

Erie,  First  Ward.  Third  District 

81 

271 

1 

— 

.321 

475 

1 

Erie,  Secuiid  AVard,  Fins"  Di.strict 

124 

288 

Erie,  Second  AVani.  Second  District. . . . 

171 

165 

Erie,  Second  AVard,  Third  District 

119 

131 

424 

584 

Erie,  Third  AYaixl.  First  District 

18S 

161 

Erie,  Third  AVard,  Second  Disaict . . . 

188 

78 

Erie,  Third  AVard,  Third  District 

119 

135 

495 

374 

Erie,  Fourth  AVard,  First  District 

Erie,  Fourth  Ward,  Second  District. . . 

205 

192 

144 

61 

Erie,  Fourth  AVard,  Third  District 

1G9 

157 

i . 

518 

410 

1 

Erie.  Fiftli  AVard • 

141 

219 

Erie,  Sixth  AVard 

226 

190 

2 

,125 

2,242 

2 

East  Mill  Creek 

108 

137 

AAYst  Mill  Creek 

211 

1G8 

Harbor  Creek 

272 

165 

North  East  Township 

286 

189 

North  East  Borough 

2:32 

86 

Greenfield 

168 

56 

AYnang'o 

212 

131 

AVattsburg 

57 

32 

Amitv 

124 

104 

4 

AVayne 

198 

82 

15 

Concord 

136 

114 

Elgin 

30 

9 

Corrv,  First  AVard 

263  . 

212 

7 

io 

Corrv,  Second  AVard 

270 

258 

6 

11 

Union  Township 

199 

111 

2 

Union  Borough . 

235 

257 

1 

4 

LeBo'uf 

196 

147 

2 

Alill  A'illage........ 

61 

3tJ 

1 

AVaterford  Township 

315 

112 

2 
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lYaterfonl  Borough 

172 

62 

0)  oeiie 

142 

196 

.Siiinmit 

89 

l;30 

NleKcaii 

252 

61 

iddluboro 

31 

4 

Washington 

342 

123 

EJi  abort) 

8S 

60 

Frankiiii 

188 

5*3 

Elk  Creek 

211 

146 

Conneaut 

274 

109 

Ibiun 

7*^ 

44 

Springfieltl 

419 

67 

trirari.1  'Fownshi[) 

166 

(lirard  Bovougli 

79 

82 

Imckpurt  

45 

Eairview  Townshi]) 

202 

135 

Fairview  Boroueh 

^ • 

67 

37 

Total 

8,724 

6,170 

1 


2 

2 


50  34 


Vvalker  received  cue  vote  in  Elgin. 

A long  and  exciting  dispute  occurred  over  the  electoral  votes  of  Louisiana; 
Elorida  and  South  Carolina,  which’were  claimed  by  both  of  the  leading  parties. 
In  Oregon,  the  Governor  gave  a certilieate  to  one  Democratic  elector,  on  the 
ground  that  one  of  the  Republican  electors  was  ineligible.  After  a prolonged 
agitation,  the  matter  was  submitted  to  an  Electoral  Commission,  consisting  of 
five  or  the  United  States  Supreme  Judges,  and  ten  members  of  Congi'ess,  who 
decided  by  8 to  t in  each  case  that  the  entire  electoral  vote  of  the  States  named 
should  go  to  the  Republicans.  This  decision  gave  Hayes  and  Wheeler  the 
offices  of  President  and  Vice  President  lyv  a majority  of  one  elector.  Politically, 
the  Commission  stood  8 liepublicans  to  7 Democrats. 

The  Republican  nominee  for  Congress  was  Lewis  F.  Watson,  of  Warren; 
the  Democratic,  V'illiam  L.  Scott,  of  Erie;  the  Greenback,  C.  C.  Camp,  of 
Venango;  and  the  Prohibition,  Samuel  Axtell,  of  Venango.  Below  is  the 
vote  of  the  district; 

Watson.  Scott.  Camp,  Axtell. 


Erie 8,557  G,3G9  2G  15 

Warren 3.321  2.2n2  11  80 

Y^enango 3,702  3,522  212  247 


Total 15.640  12,093  249  342 


The  vote  for  President  Judge. was  as  follows; 

William  A.  Galbraith,  Erie,  Independent  Democrat,  7,331 ; WTlIiam  Ben- 
son, Erie,  Republican,  7,187;  Judge  Gralbraith  had  1,200  majority  in  the 
city  of  Erie. 

City  Candidates. — Assembly,  Gustav  Jarecki,  Republican,  2,167;  YVilliam 
Henry.  Democrat,  2,177. 

County  Cnnc/K/afe,s.  — Republican — State  Senate,  Henry  Butterlield,  Erie, 
8,692;  Assembly  (county  only),  Dr.  S.  E.  Chapin,  Wattsburg,  6,613;  Charles 
A.  Hitchcock,  North  East  Borough.  6,596;  S.  E.  Kincaide.  W'ayne,  6,571; 
Sheriff,  E.  E.  Stuerznickel,  Erie,  8.667;  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  Maj.  Frank  H. 
Couse,  Erie,  8,909;  Director  of  the  Poor.  Seymour  YVashburn,  McKean,  8,676; 
Jury  Commissioner,  George  X..  Evans,  West  Mill  Creek,  8,797. 

Democratic — State  Senate,  John  W.  AValker,  Erie,  6,193;  Assembly.  W. 
T.  Everson,  Amity,  3,916;  L.  W.  Savage,  Springfield,  3,911;  D.  C.  Thomas, 
Fairview  Borough,  3,920;  Sheriff,  F.  Stanford,  Corry,  6,108;  Clerk  of  the 
Courts,  James  Bell,  Concoi-d,  5,990;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Archibald  Ilnncaa, 
North  Ea.st,  0,345;  Jury  Commissioner.  Jo.sep)h  I.  Tanner,  Erie,  6,112. 
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].Sm. 

Sttpreinc  Judge. — James  1’.  SteiTett,  Allegheny  County,  Eepnblican,  241,- 
4S0;  John  'rrunkey.  Yenango  County,  Domoerat,  251, OOO;  B.  S.  Bentley,  Ly- 
coming County,  Greenback,  51,582;  A.  H.  Winton,  Luzerno  County,  Prohibi- 
tion, 2,S9‘J. 

State  J'reasurcr. — 'William  B.  Hart,  llontgomory  County,  Republican, 
241.11(3,  A.  C.  Noyes,  (Ointou  County.  Democrat,  251,717:  James  L.  Vriiglit, 
Philadelphia,  Greenback,  52,854;  Samuel  Cornett,  Chester  County,  Prol)ibi- 
tion,  2,827. 

Auditor  General. — J.  A.  M.  Passmore,  Schuylkill  County,  Rf^yublican, 
242,288;  William  P.  .Schell.  Bedford  County,  Democrat.  251,256;  James  E. 
Emerson,  Beaver  County,  Greenback,  52,088;  A.  A.  .Barker,  Cambria  County, 
Prohibition,  2.U07; 

The  average  vote  of  Erie  County  was  4.870  for  the  Republican,  3,670  for 
the  Democratic,  190  for  the  Greenback,  and  44  for  the  Prohibition  State  can- 
didates. 

County  Candidates. — Republican — Treasurer,  Whlliam  C.  Hay,  Fairvievv, 
4,970;Direcior  of  the  Poor,  George  W.  Riblet,  Erie,  4,869 C-ounty  Sui-vcyor, 
George  51.  Robinson,  Springtield,  5,044. 

Democratic — Treasurer,  WTliiam  A.  Bean,  Summit,  3,876;  County  Sur- 
veyor, Irwin  Camp,  Erie,  3,772. 

Independent  Republican- -Director  of  the  Poor,  AEichael  Henrv,  Summit, 
3,762. 

1S7S. 

Governor. — Gen.  Henry  51.  Hoyt,  Luzej'ne  County,  Republican,  319,507; 
Andrew  H.  Dill.  Union  County.  Democrat,  279, iGO;  Samuel  R.  5iason,  5Ier- 
cer  County,  Glreenback,  81,758;  Erauklin  H.  Lane,  Plunlingdon  County,  Pro- 
hibition, 3,759. 

Lieutenant  Governor. — Charles  W.  Stone,  5Varren  County,  Re])ublican, 
319,008;  John  Fertig,  Crawford  County.  Democrat,  205.753;  5Iichael  Steck, 
Lycoming  County,  Greenback,  74,082;  John  Shallcross,  Philadelphia,  Prohi- 
bition, 3,613. 

Supreme  Judge. — James  P.  Steri'ett,  Allegheny  County,  Republican,  311,- 
042;  Henry  P.  Ross,  5Iontgomery  County,  Democrat,  287,221;  Daniel  Agnew, 
Beaver  County,  Greenback  and  Ihohibit ion,  90,316. 

Secretary  of  Internal  AjTair.^i.  — Aaron  K.  ihuukel,  Philadelphia,  Eepnb 
lican,  313,193;  J.  Simpson  Africa,  Huntingdon  County,  Democrat,  301,034: 
James  L.  Wright,  Philadelphia,  Greenback,  81,733;  Calvin  Parsons.  Luzerne 
County,  Prohibition,  3.657. 

The  average  vote  of  Erie  County  was  6pj00  for  the  Republican,  4,200  for 
the  Democratic,  1.650  for  the  Greenback,  and  2 for  the  Prohibition  candidates. 

The  Republican  candidate  for  Congress  was  John  H.  Osmer,  5'euango;  the 
Democratic,  George  A.  Allen.  Erie;  the  Greenback.  Cyrus  G.  Camp,  5"enango, 
and  the  Prohibition,  Samuel  B.  Axtell,  5'enango.  Following  is  the  vote  of 


the  district; 

Osmer. 

Allen. 

Camp. 

Axtell. 

Erie ' 

1,796 

1,631 

W;trren 

2,-’00 

1.821 

2.047 

5'’enaiic:o 

2,931 

1,116 

301 

Total: .' 

11, ,20.) 

8.551 

5. 127 

301 

City  Camlidaies. — -\sserably,  Gustav  Jarecki.  Republican,  1894;  John  51. 
Kulin,  Democrat.  1.402;  James  Hoskiuson,  Greenback,  171;  Asa  H.  Faulkner, 
Independent.  19. 
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Counfif  Cauilida.fc’s. — llppublican— -Absembly.  Samuel  E.  Kiuoaide,  Wayne, 
4,270;  ]Myrou  H.  Silvortboru,  Fairview  Township.  4,004;  Isaac  B.  Brown, 
Corry.  3,984;  rrolbonotary,  Giles  D.  Price,  Venango^,  0,209;  Register  and 
Recorder.  Capt.  John  C,  Hilton,  Erie,  0,437;  District  Attorney,  Charles  E. 
Lovett,  Erie,  0,020;  Commissionei's,  Albert  B.  Gunnison,  Erie,  0,159;  D. 
Titus,  Yena73go.  0,137;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Oefi’erson  Triscuit,  Union,  0,148; 
Coroner,  Dr.  J.  E.  Silliman,  Erie,  0,207;  Auditors,  7\’iriiam  E.  Hayes.  Greene, 
6,163;  W.  W.  Love.  West  IMill  Creek,  0,132, 

The  r)emocrats  and  Greenbaclcers  formed  a fusion  upon  Assemblymen  and 
Register  and  Recorder,  v.diieh  led  to  the  election  of  xMfred  Short  to  the  Assem- 
bly, over  Isaac  B.  Brown.  The  following  were  the  candidates  oir  the  several 
tickets; 

On  both  tickets — Assembly.  Alfred  Short,  North  East.  4,402;  Eras  Schlu- 
raff,  West  Mill  Creek,  3.9S0;  David  Wilson,  Union,  4,056;  Register  and  Re- 
corder, Robert  S.  Hunter,  Erie,  5,483. 

On  Democratic  ticket  alone— Prothonotary.  C.  E.  Dnneombe,  Amity,  4,021; 
District  Attonrey,  Frank  W.  Grant,  Erie.  4,373;  Commissioner,  A.  L.  Tilden, 
Le Been f,  4,171 ; Director  of  the  Poor,  Hartley  Lampson,  M’iddleboro,  4,156; 
Coroner,  John  'Walsh,  Erie,  4,096;  Auditor,  0.  R.  Gray,  Yeuango,  4,122. 

On  Greenback  ticket  alone — Prothonotary,  A.  T.  Marsh,  Erie,  1.722;  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  M.  Phelps,  Edinboro,  1,609;  Commissioners,  Ephraim  Buyer, 
Fairview  Township,  ISOO;  H.  L.  '\Yyman,  Corry,  1,02-t;  Director  of  the  Poor, 
George  "\Y.  Barr,  West  Mill  Creek,  1,684;  Coroner,  Daniel  Landon,  Erie, 
1,6S7;  Auditors,  Theo  H.  Alarsh,  Waterford,  1,751,  Elijah  Crow,  Washing- 
ton, 1,686. 

Messrs.  Tilden  and  Gray  were  elected  as  the  Minority  Commissioner  and 
Auditor. 

1879. 

Stede  Treasurer. — Samuel  Butler,  Chester  County,  Republican,  280.153; 
Daniel  O.  Barr,  Allegheny  County,  Democrat.  221,715;  Peter  Sutton,  Indiana 
County,  Greenback,  27,207;  J.  L.  Richardson,  Philadelphia,  Prohibition, 
3,219. 

Erie  County  gave  Butler  5,281,  Barr  3,244,  Sutton  738,  and  Richardson 
1 vote. 

County  Caiu/Mah'S.— -Republican — Sheriff.  Henry  C.  Stafford,  Jr.,  '\Yater- 
ford  Townshipy  5.707;  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  Maj.  I’rauk  H.  Couse,  Erie,  5,205; 
Director  of  the  Poor,  John  C.  Zuck,  \Yest  AlilJ  Creek,  5,297;  Jury  Coiumis-- 
sioner.  D.  L.  Bracken,  Corry.  5,493. 

Democratic — Sheriff,  R., H.  Arbuckle,  West  Alill  Creek,  2,882;  Clerk  of 
the  Courts,  David  A.  Sawdy,  Conneaut,  3,223;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Epihraim 
Boyer,  Fairview  Township,  3,990  (on  Greenback  ticket  also);  Jury  Commis- 
sionor,  'William  Biggers,  Girard  Townshipi,  3,125. 

Greenback — Sheriff,  Frank  S.  Heath,  Concord,  733;  Clerk  of  the  Courts, 
Mortimer  Phelps,  Edinboro,  749;  Jury  Commissioner,  A.  M.  Howard,  Corry,  773. 

1880. 

The  nominees  for  President  and  Yice  President  were  as  follows: 

President — James  A.  Gartleld,  of  Ohio,  Repaiblicau;  AYintield  S.  Hancock, 
of  Pennsylvania.  Democrat;  James  B.  Weaver,  Iowa.  Greenback;  Neal  Dow, 
Maine.  Prohibition ; John  D.  Phelps,  A'ermont,  Anti-AIasouic. 

Yice  President — Chester  A.  .Arthur,  of  New  York,  Repmblican;  AYilliam  H. 
English,  Indiana,  Democrat;  Benjamin  I.  Chambers.  Texas,  Greenback;  Henry 
A.  Thomp.son,  Ohio,  Prohibition;  S.  C.  Pomeroy,  Kansas,  Anli-Masonie. 
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Tlio  uominoes  for  plectors  iu  this  Cougressioiial  District  were  C.  VV. 
Gillillan,  of  Y^enaugo,  Repulhican:  J.  Ross  Thompson,  of  Erie.  Democrat:  S. 
r.  YlcCalmont,  Vniumgo,  Prohibition;  Janies  B.  YN'hite.  of  Y'euango,  Greeii- 
bach;  Oohu  S.  Auuden,  of  YTmango,  Anti  Masonic. 

Gai'field  and  Arthur  were  elected. 

The  rote  of  the  State  was  as  follows:  Garlleld,  444.  i04;  Hancoch,  407,428: 
YV caver,  20,(3CS;  Dovr,  1.030;  Phelps,  44. 

Below  was  the  vote  of  the  county: 


Erie,  l^irst  YVaid,  First  DLstriet 

GarfieH. 

..  93 

Haucock. 

141 

’Weaver. 

0 

non-. 

rhelps 

Erie,  '4hrst  'V\'ard,  Second  Distnct. . . 

..  173 

99 

1 

Erie,  Eii's!.  V\'aid,  Tliird  District. . . . 

..  97 

329 

Erie,  Second  Ward,  Finst  1 »ist rid . . . 

..  13:3 

349 

2 

Erie,  Second  'Ward,  Second  District. 

. 1S3 

ISO 

1 

Erie,  Second  'Ward,  Tliini  Di.strict.. 

. 142 

173 

1 

Erie,  Third  Ward,  First  Distiacl. . . . 

..  309 

178 

4 

Eric.  Third  Ward,  Second  District. . 

. 21.5 

89 

1 

Erie.  Third.  Ytard,  Tliinl  ]')istrict. . . 

. 179 

165 

4 

Erie,  Fourtli  'W.ard,  First  District. . 

. 261 

258 

Erie,  Fourth  "Ward,  Second  Ihstricr. 

..  140 

72 

2 

Erie,  Fouic!'.  YVard,  Thinl  District. . 

..  185 

165 

6- 

Erie,  Fiftli  YVard 

. 2:35 

235 

0 

Erie,  ^ixih  Ward 

2‘)o 

119 

3 

Corrv,  First  YVanl 

‘H2 

199 

70 

Currv,  Second  YVard 

. 235 

194 

60 

Albion 

. 40 

43 

7 

Amitv 

. 118 

108 

8 

Eon cord 

..  112 

84 

59 

Conneaut 

..  215 

88 

78 

East  Ylill  Creek 

..  120 

124 

YVest  Ylill  Creek 

..  22:J 

144 

12 

Edinboro 

. 96 

57 

14 

EIttin 

. 29 

4 

7 

1 

Elk  Creek 

. 219 

155 

12 

Fairview  Boruunh 

67 

32 

1 

Fairview  4'owiishii) 

ooo 

119 

Franklin 

..  172 

61 

17 

Giranl  Township 

. 3G4 

192 

1 

Girard  Borough 

..  86 

0 1 

Greene 

. . 125 

206 

4 

Greentleld  

57 

6 

Harbor  Creek 

..  268 

157 

Le  Banif 

..  ISO 

162 

12 

Lockport 

. 51 

44 

1 

YJcKean 

. 228 

Oi 

22 

Middleboro 

..  28 

18 

1 

Mill  Vilhme 

. 60 

42 

2 

North  Eiasi  Torviiship 

305 

216 

4 

Nor  til  East  Borough 

..  3:33 

10:3 

0 

Springfield 

..  390 

Go 

2 

Summit  

..  97 

127 

11 

Union  Township  

..  168 

121 

19 

Union  Boroimh — 

..  235 

241 

8 

Venango  

. . 226 

126 

11 

YVasliington 

..  309 

129 

20 

YVaterfoAd  Township 

0f)0 

103 

24 

Waterford  Borough 

. 13:3 

57 

4 

Wattshurg 

34 

2 

YVavue 

..  149 

48 

100 

Total 

.8,752 

6,741 

641 

12 

1 

The  State  candidates  received  the  following  vote:' 

Supreme  Juchje. — Henry  Greene,  Northampton  County,  Republican,  444,- 
034;  George  A..  Jenks,  Jefferson  County,  Democrat.  400,9t)4;  Samuel  Calvin, 
Blair  County,  Greenback,  12,653. 
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Audifor  (Tcncral.  — John  A.  lYomnn,  Jilair  County,  'Ropablican,  442,335; 
Jiobert  1‘.  Doclioi't.  rhiladolpbia,  Domoerat,  4(45,730;  A.  L.  Roberts,  Crawford 
('ounty.  Cb-erut'.-ieb.  '10.220);  Georpo  ]'\  Turner.  Prohibition,  l.SUS. 

Conyresfi. — The  Itepublican  cuuuidate  for  Congress  was  Lewie  1''.  "Watson, 


Warren  County,  and  tlie  Democriit ic  and  (dreenbaek,  A Ifred  Short,  Erie.  Below 
was  the  vote: 

Short. 

Ene - 7,4(!H 

ti'aiTHi 3,173  t',S.T2 

Y'enang’o 4,1.58  1,183 

Total 15,740  14,438 

Citi/  Ccuididafi'.^. — As.sembly,  Clnstav  Jarecid,  Republican,  2,547:  Orango 


Noble,  Democrat.  2.d57. 

CoHiiiy  Candidutf's. — Repidilicaii  - State  Senate,  James  Sill,  Erie,  8,771 ; 
Assembly,  Myroii  H.  Silverthon,  Eairview  Township,  G,57S;  Isaac  B.  Brown, 
Corry,  6,363.  A,  A’.  Hayes,  IVattsburg,  6,302;  Treas’urer,  James  P.  Craivford, 
Erie,  S,S00;  Director  of  the  Poor,  Joseph  Henderson,  Erie,  S,S40. 

Democratic — State  Senate.  John  YV.  Walker,  Erie,  0.408;  As.sembly,  Isaac 

R.  Taylor,  Edinboro.  3.823;  Thomas  H.  Mohr,  West  Mill  Creek’  3,608:  Frank 

S.  Heath  (also  Green'back)  Corry,  1,0SS;  Treasurer,  A.  J.  Proudlit,  Edinboro 
(also  (rreeuback),  7,020;  Director  of  the  Poor,  A.  Duncan,  North  East,  6.403; 

Greenback — State  Senate,  Jeduthau  YVells,  641. 

ISSI. 

Siate  Treasurer — Orange  Noble,  Erie  County,  Democrat.  258,387:  Silas  M. 
Bailey,  Fayette  County.  Piepublican.  265,203;  Charles  S.  Y\’olfe,  Eliiiun 
County,  Independent  Republican,  10, 069;  Reno  W.  Jackson,  Alercer  County, 
Greenback,  I4.94S;  J.  Al.  AVilson,  Prohibition,  4,512. 

This  year  is  memorable  in  Penn.sy]vania  politics  as  being  the  one  in  which 
the  tirst  open  revolt  was  made  against  the  Cameron  power  in  the  Republican 
party.  Charles  S.  AAMlIe.  the  lendtr  of  the  anti-Cameron  Republjc.ans  in  the 
Legislature,  announced  himself  as  an  Jnde[)endeut  Republican  candidate  for 
State  Treasurer,  and  received  tlie  large  vote  shown  above.  There  was  also  a 
dissension  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party,  led  by  William  Ij,  Scott,  of 
Erie  City,  and  vicrirously  ]jromoted  by  the  Erie  Herald. 

The  vote  of  Erie  County  was  4,050  for  Bailey,  4,130  for  Noble,  292  for 
AVolfe,  437  for  -Tackson,.  and  195  for  A’ilsoi\. 

County  Candidates. — Re]>ublican  — Prolhonotary,  Samuel  A^.  Holliday, 
Springlield,  5.208;  District  Attoruey.  Etnoi-y  A.  AValling.  Noi'th  East,  5.31 1; 
Register  and  Recorder,  John  C.  Hilton,  Erie.  5,296;  Director  of  the  Poor, 
JetTerson  Tri.scuit.  Enion  Tov.  nship,  5,2‘.'0;  Coroner,  Dr.  Alvin  Z.  ILandall, 
Erie.  4,932:  County  Commissioners,  Richard  Powell,  Elk  Creek,  5,152;  B.  B. 
AA'hitley,  East  Aliil  Creek,  o,092;  Anditors,  A\'i]]iam  P.  Edwards,  Harbor 
Creek.  5.262;  AA’illiam  L.  .-Arbuclde,  5,225. 

Democratic — I’rothoriotary. AI.  V.  Blore,  A’enango,  3,734;  District  xkttoriiey,- 
C.  L.  Baker,  Corry,  3,879;  Registm-  and  Recorder,  Wesley  Bingham,  North 
East,  3,616;  Director  of  the  I’oor,  William  O.  Colt,  Waterford  Borough,  3,  746; 
Coroner.  A.  B.  Heard,  North  East,  4,(H4;  County  Commissioner,  A.  L.  Til- 
den,  LeBamf,  4,<4HL  Auditor,  George  Alanton,  Elk  Creek,  3,804. 

Greenback — Prothonotary,  J.  T.  Brown,  AVest  Alill  Creek,  -DO;  District 
xitterney,  A.  W.  Covell.  Erie,  420;  Regi.stor  and  Recorder,  John  Marsh, 
AA’aterford  Townshi;>,  479;  Director  of  the  Poor,  C.  W.  Sparriding,  Coimeaul, 
484;  Ciwoner.  A.  J.  Louclr,  Erie,  4i9;  County  Commissioner,  H.  L.  AVyruau, 
Corry,  757. 
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Proliibition — ProthDUotary,  W.  R.  Davenport,  Erie,  2j!R;  Register  and 
Itecorder.  N.  R.  laice,  X'ini.m,  310;  I>irector  of  the  Poor,  R.  E.  Ladd,  220; 
Cunntv  Commissioner,  Isaac  R.  Taylor.  Edinboro,  211;  James  D.  Smith, 
Waynt'.  210;  Coroner,  L.  G.  Hall,  North  East.  282. 

Greenback  and  Prohibition — Auditors,  I.  G.  Perry,  Venango,  470;  7V-.  T. 
Everson,  IV'attsburg.  090. 

1882. 

State  Candidates.  — This  year  there  rvas  a formidable  revolt  in  the  Repub- 
lican jiarty  of  the  State  against  the  control  of  Senator  Cameron  and  his  asso- 
ciates. It  wasted  by  Enited,  States  Senator  llirchell,  Charles  S.  YVolfe,  and  a 
number  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  the  party.  I'he  following  were  the  re- 
spective candidates  for  the  several  State  oinces.  The  figures  show  the  vote 
received  by  each  candidate: 

Governor. — Robert  E.  Pattison.  Philadelphia,  Democrat.  355,701;  James 
A.  Reaver,  Center  County,  Regular  Republican.  315,580;  John  .Stewart,  Frank- 
lin County,  Independent  Republican.  43,743;  .A.  G.  Pettet,  Lawrence  County, 
Prohibition  5.106;  Thomas  A.  Armstrong,  Alleghenv  City.  Greenback-Labor, 
23.484.  ' ' . 

Lieutenant  Governor. — Chaiincey  P.  Black,  York  County,  Democrat,  353,- 
642;  AVilliam  T.  Davies,  Bradford  County.  Regular  Republican.  317.614;  Levi 
K.  Dull,  Allegheny  County.  Independent  Republican,  43,577;  -Alvin  VJlliaras, 
Chester  County,  Prohibition,  4.662;  William  Howard,  Greenback  Labor, 
10,475. 

Supreme  Judge. — Silas  AI.  Clark,  Indiana  County,  Democrat.  355,935: 
William  H.  Rawle.  Philadelphia.  Regular  Republican.  315.163;  George  Jun- 
kin,  Philadelphia.  Independent  Republican,  41.990;  J.  A.  Cake,  Northumber- 
land County.  Greeuback-Lalroi’,  10,285;  S,  B.  Chase,  Susquehanna  County, 
Prohibition,  4,457. 

Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs.  — J.  Simpson  -Africa,  Huntingdon  County, 
Democrat,  353,752;  John  AI.  Grier.  Butler  County.  Regular  Republican,  317,- 
408:  George  YY.  Alerrick,  Tioga  County.  Independent  Republican.  43.096; 

J.  L.  Dewoody,  A'enango  County.  Greenback  Labor,  10,941;  Ezra  Crossman, 
AfcKcan  County,  Prohibition,  5,407. 

Congressrne n at  Large. — AJortimer  F.  Elliott,  Tioga  County.  Democrat, 
351.013;  Alairiott  Brosius,  Lancaster  County,  Regular  Republican,  323,355; 
YY'illiam  AIcAIichael.  Philadelphia,  Independent  RepnlJican,  40,005;  Robert 

K.  Tomlinson.  Bucks  County,  Greenback- Labor,  20,400;  I.  Newton  Pierce. 
Philadelphia.  Prohibition.  4,b42. 

The  vote  of  Erie  County  for  Governor  was  as  follows;  Pattison.  5,727; 
Beaver,  5.2IS;  Stewart,  575;  .Armstrong.  772;  Pettet,  265. 

City  Candidates. — John  W.  AValker,  Democrat,  2,723;  David  T.  Jones, 
Republican,  1.32S;  J.  J.  Sepple.  Greenback-Labor,  244. 

County  Candidates. — Re]mblican — -Assembly,  H.  .A.  Traut,  Girard.  4,200; 
Isaac  B.  Brown.  Corry.  4,471;  A.  AV.  Hayes,  W’attsburg,  4.370;  Sheriff,  Frank 
E Staples.  Union  City.  6,tiSl;  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  Robert  S.  Moorhead,  Erie, 
6,604;  Director  of  the  Poor,  O.  J.  AIc.Allister,  AY'attsburg.  5.S70;  Jury  Com- 
missioners, George  J.  Russell,  East  Mill  Creek,  5.034.  J.  YV.  Hays.  D.  P.  En- 
sign and  AI.  Griswold  were  elected  Trustees  of  Erie  Academy;  William  -Jud- 
son  and  A.  D.  Johnson  were  elected  Trustees  of  YY'^aterford  Academy. 

Democratic — L N.  Taylor,  Girrird  Borough,  2,045;  F.  E.  AIcLoan,  Union 
City,  3.077;  .A.  B.  Heanl,  North  East  Borough,  3,267;  Sheriff.  Frank  J. 
Aloore,  LeBcenf,  5,810:  Clerk  of  the  Courts,  A.  C.  Aliller,  5,207;  Director  of 
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tlie  Poor,  Tj.  W.  Sc'',va:^o.  S])ihig6elcl,  5,403:  Jury  Commissiouer,  James  D. 
Phillips,  Union  City,  5.70',J. 

Prohibit io.n — Assembly,  II.  P.  hlalick.  Girard,  21 0;  A.  L.  Haskell,  Amity, 
190;  L.  G.  Hall,  North  East,  215;  Sheriff.  James  Slireve,  Union,  187;  Clerk 
of  the  Courts,  C.  S.  Carr,  Erie,  231;  Director  of  the  Poor,  H.  E.  Ladd,  Amity, 
202;  Jury  Coinraissioucr,  Eaton  Gross.  Amity,  265, 

Groenback  Ijalior — A.ssomb’y,  B.  IMason,  540;  George  \V.  Barr,  501;  S.  Ij. 
Kennedy,  351;  ShorilT,  \\'.  E Habl>ell,  Erim  4S0;  Director  of  tho  Poor, 
Clifades  Drake,  'Washington,  733;  Jury  Commissioner,  "William  Davis,  Water- 
ford Tovuship,  598. 

This  is  known  as  tho  second  tidal-wavo  year.  The  Democrats  carried  a 
majority  of  the  IIou.so  of  Representatives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Governors 
and  State  Legislatures  of  some  sixteen  States. 

The  candidates  for  Congress  were  S.  M.  Brainerd,  of  Erie  County,  Piepub- 
lican;  Himry  C.  Plnmer,  of  ATnango  County,  Democrat,  and  W . T.  Everson, 
of  Erie  County,  Greenback- Labor  and  I’rohibition.  The  vote  of  the  district 
tvas  as  follows: 


Braiucril. 

Plumei*. 

Everson. 

Erie  Cuuntv 



5,4-18 

855 

A'cnaugo  Ceiintv  



2.900 

975 

AVan'cn  ('uuntv 

1,839 

1,102 

Total 

Brainenl’s  pluudil v 

11.170 

023 

10,247 

2,992 

1SS3. 

Auditor  General,  Jerome  B.  Allies,  Tioga  County  (Rep.),  319,106;  Robert 
Taggart.  'Warren  County  (Dem. ).  302,03l ; J.  B.  Fordham,  Lackawanna 

County  (Fro.),  0,602;  T.  P.  Rynder, County  (Cr.),  4.452. 

State  Treasurer,  William  Livsey,  Allegheny  Coiiuty  (Rep.),  321,050; 

Joseph  Powell.  Bradford  County  (Dein. ),  300. 9S9;  1.  E.  Howard, 

County  (Pro.),  G,0S7;  A.  T.  Alavsh,  Erie  County  (Cr.),4.43l. 

Count tj  Candiitates.^ — Republican — County  Treasurer,  John  L.  Wells,  Erie, 
5,881;  Director  of  the  boor,  Jo.seph  Henderson,  Erie,  5,876. 

Democratic — County  Treasurer,  J.  AI.  Dewitt.  North  East,  4,418;  Director 
of  the  Poor,  Uras  Schluraif,  WWst  Alill  Creek,  4,374. 

Prohibition — Coimiy  l.’reasurer,  H.  E.  Ladd,  Amity,  350;  Director  of  the 
Poor,  Amos  Burch,  North  East,  370. 

The  Greenback  party  made  no  county  nominations. 

LIST  OF  PUBLIC  OFFICERS. 

[Doniocrat.^  in  Italics  : (ippo.sition  in  Roman  t}'pc]. 

OMTED  HT.VTES  OFFICERS. 

Congre.^s — ISOO — AUiert  Gallatin.  AVashington  Comity.  District — AVash- 
ington,  Allegheny,  Greene  and  Crawford.  Resigned  to  become  Secretary  of 
tho  Treasury. 

1801 — Wiltiam  Hoge,  AVashington  County.  Elected  to  serve  out  the  term 
of  Albert  Gallatin. 

1803 — John  Hoge.  AVashington  County. 

ISOI — John  B.  C.  Lnras,  Beaver  County.  District — Erie,  AVarren,  Craw- 
ford. Alercer,  A^enango,  Beaver  and  Butler.  Resigned. 

1805 — Samuel  Smith,  Erie  County.  Elected  to  serve  out  the  term  of  Air. 
Lucas;  re-elected  iu  ISOtJ  and  1S<)8.  Allegheny  added  to  the  district. 
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ISIO — Ah)ier  Lacock,  Beaver  County.  Elected  E'Uited  States  Senator  and 
rosigne.l  bis  seat  in  the  House. 

1813 —  Thomas  IBiYson,  Erie.  Elected  to  serve  out  tbe  term  of  Abner  La- 
cook. 

1814 —  Thomas  ^Vilson,  re-elected.  District  chauged  by  leaving  off  Butler 
and  Allegbeny. 

ISIG — Hobeii  Moore,  Beaver  County.  Ee-elected  in  1818. 

1820 — I'atrick  FarrtUy,  Crawford  County.  District  changed  by  leaving 
off  Beaver.  Twice  re-elected.  Died  in  Bittsburgb,  February  12,  1826,  on  bis 
way  to  Washington. 

1820 — Thomas  H.  Sill,  Erie  County.  Special  election  held  March  14,  to 
till  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  Patrick  Farrelly. 

1826 — SlejAien  Barlow,  Crawford  County. 

1828 — Thomas  H.  Sill,  Erie  County. 

1830 — John  Banks,  Mercer  County. 

1832 —  John  Galbraith,  Venango  County.  Re-elected.  .Removed  to  Erie 
in  1837. 

1836 — Arnold  Flumer,  Venango  County.  District — Erie,  Crawford,  Ve- 
nango and  "Warren. 

1833 —  John  CalbrcJth,  Erie  County. 

18-10— Arno?(i  Plumer,  Venango  County. 

1842 —  Xo  election  on  account  of  a failure  to  pass  the  Apportionment  bill. 

1843 —  Cliarles  M.  Reed,  Erie  County.  District — Erie,  Warren,  Venango, 
Crawford  and  Clarion. 

1844 —  James  7‘hompson,  Erie  County.  Served  sis  years. 

1850— Carlton  B.  Curtis,  Warren  County.  Elk  County  added  to  the  dis- 
trict. 

1852 — John  Dick,  Crawford  County.  Served  sis  years.  District — Erie 
and  Crawford. 

1858 — Elijah  Babbitt,  Erie  County.  Served  four  years. 

1862 — Glenui  W.  Scofield.  AVarren  County.  Served  ten  years.  District — 
Erie,  AVarren,  McKean,  Elk.  Cameron,  Forest,  Jefferson  and  Clearfield. 

1872 — Carlton  B.  Curtis,  Erie  County. 

1874— Albert  C.  Egbert,  A'enango  County.  District — Erie,  W^arren  and 
A^enango. 

1876 — Lowi.s  F.  AVatson.  Warren  County. 

1878 — John  H.  Osmor,  A'enango  County. 

1880 — Lewis  F.  AA'atson,  AVarren  County. 

1882 — Samuel  Al.  BrainarJ,  Erie  County. 

Postmasters  of  Erie. — James  llTlson,  commissioned  January  1,  1801;  John 
Hay,  July  1,  1804;  John  Gray,  Oamiary  1,  1809;  Robert  Knox,  October  14, 
1811;  James  Hughes,  Alay  2i,  1828;  Robert  Cochran,  February  26,  1833; 
Smith  Jackson,  June  20,  1840;  Andrew  Scott,  September  13,  1841;  Robert 
Cochran,  July  23,  1845;  Thomas  II.  Sill,  April  17,  1849;  Benjamin  F.  Sloan, 
May  13,  1853;  Joseph  AI.  Sterrett,  Alarcli  27,  1861;  Isaac  B.  Gara,  April  S, 
1869;  Thomas  AI.  AValker,  July  10,  1876;  *Isaac  Aloorhoad,  September  15, 
1879;  E.  AA'^.  Reed,  July  1,  1881;  Assistant  Postmaster,  S.  AI.  Kellogg,  Alay 
13,  1853,  to  date. 

Collectors  of  Customs — Port  of  Erie. — Thomas  Forster,  commissioned  Alarch 
26,  1799;  Edwin  J.  Kelso,  July  1,  1836;  Charles  AAA  Kelso,  July  10,  1841; 
Murray  Whallon,  June  19,  1845;  AA'illiam  AI.  Gallagher,  April  29,  1849; 
James  Jmjtle,  April  22,  1353;  John  Brawley,  October  15,  1857;  Murray 
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Whallon,  March  11,  1S59;  Charles  If.  TibbaLs,  November  1,  1859;  Thomas 
ATilkiris,  Juwe  22,  ISGI;  Richard  F.  Ga^^gin,  May  7,  1809;  James  R.  M’illard, 
February  19,  1874;  Hiram  L.  Brov.Ti,  March  22,  1878;  Matthew  R.  Burr,  'De- 
cember 11,  1880;  II.  0.  Stafford,  July  17,  1883. 

Collectors  of  Internal  Revenue.  — John  W.  Douglas,  commissioned  Septem- 
ber 16,  1802;  Deputy,  K.  C.  'Rogers;  Henry  C.  Rogers,  April  1,  1869;  Dep- 
uty, G.  P.  Davis;  dVilliam  S.  Brown,  April  4,  1871;  Deputy,  G.  P.  Davis; 
Greanleaf  P.  Davis,  March  14,  1872;  Deputy,  O.  P.  Gunnison;  O.  P.  Gunni- 
son (acting  Collector,  Davis  'having  died),  October  8,  1875;  Charles  M.  Lynch, 
November  9,  1875;  Deputies,  J.  P.  Covert,  B.  F.  Butterfield,  John  Gilson;  J. 
F.  dValther,  June  25,  1883;  Deputies,  B.  F.  Butterfield,  John  F.  Gilson,  E. 
Cowan,  I.  1).  Beecher,  Robert  Colbert,  J.  H.  Culbertson,  W.  C.  Alexander. 

Assistant  Assessors  of  Internal  Revenue. — 'William  C.  Kelso,  Erie;  O.  P. 
Gunnison,  Erie;  T.  C.  Wheeler,  Girard;  Joseph  Sill,  Union;  Thomas  Sill, 
Erie;  dV.  'W.  Lyon,  Erie;  Joseph  A.  Pain,  Corry. 

United  States  Commissioners. — Benjamin  Grand,  appointed  November  17, 
1853;  F.  F.  Marshall,  April  9,  1861;  A.  B.  Force,  July  20,  1871;  Frank  IF. 
Grant,  November  23,  1875. 

Deputy  Clerks  of  the  United  States  Courts. — Circuit  Court— Geo?’{7e  IF.  Gun- 
nison, appointed  July  6,  1S6S;  George  T4.  Alien,  July  5,  1869;  A.  B.  Force, 
July  31,  1870;  Frank  IF.  Grant,  November  19,  1875.  District  Court — George 
W.  Gunnfso??,  appointed  July  1,  1867;  George  A..  Allen,  January  3,  1870;  A. 
B.  Force,  July  31,  1870;  Frank  TF,  Grant,  .January  15,  1873. 

Register  in  Bankruptcy. — Samuel  E.  'Woodruff,  1867  to  1879. 

AT  WASHINGTON. 

Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue.- — John  "W.  Douglas,  commissioned  Au- 
gust 9,  1871;  served  to  Alay  14,  1875. 

First  Deputy  Commissioners  of  Internal  Revenue.- — John  Douglas, 

commissioned  April  1,  1869;  Henry  C.  Rogers  (still  in  office),  February  1, 
1874. 

Second  Deputy  Commissioner  of  Internal  Revenue. — Henry  C.  Rogers, 
commissioned  December  1,  1871;  served  till  February  1,  1874. 

Chief  Clerk  to  the  Sixth  Auditor  of  the  Treasury. — Gideon  J.  Ball,  1851-53. 

STATE  OITICEKS  FROM  ERIE  COUNTY. 

Members  Constitutional  Convention,  1837-38.- — Senatorial — David  Saeger, 
Crawford  County.  Representatives — Thomas  H.  Sill,  Erie  City;  James  IMl- 
loch,  LeBceuf  Town.ship. 

President  Constitutional  Convention,  1873. — John  H.  W^alker,  Erie. 

Members  Constitutional  Convention,  1873. — Delegate  at  Large — John  H. 
Walker,  Erie.  District  Delegates — C.  O.  Bowman,  Cony;  Rasselas  Brown, 
Warren;  Thomas  Struthers,  Warren. 

Secretary  of  the  Land  Office. — John  Cochran,  Mill  Creek,  April  4,  1809,  to 
May  11,  1818. 

Surveyor  General. — Henry  Souther,  appointed  from  Elk  County  by  Gov. 
Curtin  to  fill  a vacancy.  Served  from  December  27,  1861,  to  the  first  Tues- 
day in  May,  1863.  Removed  to  Erie  in  the  fall  of  1872.  Judge  Souther  also 
served  a term  in  the  State  Senate  from  1850  to  1858  from  the  Elk  District, 
and  filled  a vacancy  as  Additional  Law  Judge  of  Schuylkill  County  by  ap- 
pointment of  the  Governor  from  January,  1871,  to  December,  1871. 

Quartermaster  General. — Wilson  Smith,  W'aterford,  1812-14. 
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Ccoicd  Commissioners. — John  Phillijrs,  Venango  Township,  1826  to  1829; 
7>.  s.  V.  Hamot,  Erie,  18‘2'J  to  1822. 

Sfafe  Treasurers. — Gideon  J.  Ball,  Erie,  1S40;  Heniy  Bawle,  Erie,  1S7C  to 
1878. 

Adjutant  Ccnerals. — Edwin  C.  Wilson,  Erie,  1858  to  1861,  aj)poiated 
fro!u  Venango  County  and  removed  to  Erie  during  his  term  of  office;  David 
B.  McCreary,  Erie,  iS6T  to  1870. 

Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court. — James  Tiiompson,  Erie,  1857  to  1872; 
Chief  Justice  from  Xovember  25,  1807,  for  five  years. 

Speakers  of  the  State  Senate. — John  H.  Walker,  Erie,  1852;  George  H. 
Cutler,  Girard,  1874-75. 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repjresentatives. — James  Thompson,  Erie,  1835; 
lived  in  Venango  County  at  the  time. 

Dejyuty  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. — Isaac  B.  Gara,  Erie,  1867  to 
1870. 

President  State  Agrientfurat  Society.— Holm  IV.  Hammond,  Erie,  1877-78; 
James  Miles,  Girard,  1882 -83-84. 

Keeper  of  Marine  Hospital  at  Erie. — Philip  Osborn,  Girard,  1879;  Thomas 
H.  Quigley,  Erie,  JSS3. 

Presidential  Electors.- — For  the  Congressional  District  to  which  Erie 
Coimty  has  been  attached  since  ISIG; 

1816 — James  Alexander,  Beaver  Coiurty. 

1820 —  James  Alexander,  Beaver  County. 

1824 —  John  Boyd,  Erie  County. 

1828 —  James  Huncan,  Mercer  County. 

1832 — IE;7.so?i  Smith.  Erie  County. 

ISoQ— John  P.  Davis,  Crawford  County. 

1840 — John  Dick.  Crawford  County. 

1844 — Christian  Meyers,  Clarion  County. 

1848 — Thomas  H.  Sill,  Erie  County. 

1852 — John  S.  McCalmont,  Venango  County. 

1856— EOmeut  Phelps,  Crawford  County. 

1860 — John  Greer,  Erie  County. 

1864 — John  Patton,  Clearfield  County. 

1868 — James  Sill,  Erie  County. 

1872 — Charles  C.  Boyd,  Erie  Count}-. 

1876— William  P.  Wilbur,  Warren  County, 

1880— C.  W.  Gillillan,  Venango  County. 

ST.VTE  SEN’.VTORS. 

ISOO — John  Hamilton,  Washington  County.  District — Allegheny,  VJash- 
ington  and  Greene;  Erie  then  formed  a part  of  Allegheny. 

1801 — William  McArthur,  Crawford  County.  District — Erie,  Crawford, 
Venango,  Mercer  and  Warren. 

1800 — lEi/.5o»  Sinith,  Erie  County.  Same  district. 

18l2 — Joseph  Shannon.  Same  district.  Piesigned  March  9,  1816. 

1816 — Henry  Hurst.  Crawford  County  (formerly  of  North  East),  elected  to 
till  vacancy,  and  served  till  1821, 

1821 —  Jacob  Harrington,  Mercer  County.  Same  district. 

1825 —  John  Leech,  Mercer  County.  District — Erie,  Craw-ford  and  Mercer. 

1829 —  Thomas  S.  Cunningham,  Mercer  County.  Same  district. 

1837  —Joseph  M.  Sterrett,  Erie  County.  District  —Erie  and  Crawford. 
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1S41 — Jolm  W.  Farrelly,  Crawford  County.  Same  district.  Elected  as  an 
Indopendent  Whig. 

1843 — Elijah  Babbitt,  Erie  County.  District — Erie  County,  resigned 

1845 — James  D.  Duuiap,  Eric  County.  Same  district.  Elected  to  till  the 
place  of  Mr.  Babbitt. 

1S4G — John  B.  Johnson,  Eric  County.  Same  district. 

184ff — John  .11.  Walker,  Erie  County.  District — Erie  and  Crawford. 

185k — James  Skinner,  Erie  County.  Same  district. 

1855 — Darwin  A.  Finney,  Crawford  County.  Same  district. 

1801 — Morrow  B.  Lowry,  Erie  County.  Same  district. 

1870 — George  B.  Delemator,  Cray, -ford  County;  same  district. 

1872 — George  H.  Cutler,  Erie  County;  district  originally  Erie  and  Warren 
Counties,  balance  of  the  time  Erie  County  alone.  Served  three  years. 

1875 — Henry  Butterfield,  Erie  County;  district— Erie  County;  elected 
for  one  year.  Be  elected  for  four  years  in  1S76. 

1880 — James  Sill,  Erie  County:  district — Erie  Comity. 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

1800 —  Samuel  Ewalt,  Pittsburgh;  district— The  entire  Northwest. 

1801 —  Alexander  Buchanaa,  INTeadville;  district — Erie,  Crawford,  Mercer, 
Warren  and  Yeuango  Counties. 

1802 —  John  Lytle,  Jr.,  Vkaterford;  same  district;  re-elected  in  1803. 

1804 — Wilson  Smith,  YVaterford;  same  district;  re-elected  in  1S05-G-7. 

ISOS — John  Phillijis,  Yenaugo  Township,  Erie  County;  same  district. 

James  Harrington,  Mercer  County;  same  district. 

lS09—-Fhillips  and  Harrington  ve-elected]  same  district. 

1810 —  Jolm  Phillips,  Yenango  Township,  Erie  County;  same  district. 
Roger  Alden,  Crawford  County;  same  district. 

1811 —  -7o/m  B/tz7h'/).s,  Erie  County;  same  district.  Patrick  P'arrelly,  Craw- 
ford County;  same  district. 

1812 —  John  Phillips,  I]vio  County;  same  district.  Patrick  Farrelly,  Craw- 
ford County;  same  di.strict. 

1813 —  James  Burchfield,  Crawford  County;  same  district.  James  Weston, 
LeBceuf,  Erie  County;  same  district. 

1814 —  Burchfield  and  Weston,  re-elected;  same  district. 

iSl O'-Jacoh  Harrington,  Mercer  County;  same  district.  James  Weston, 
LeBmuf,  Erie  County;  same  district.  Ralph  Marlin,  Crawford  County; 
same  district. 

' ISIG— SamiicZ  Hays,  Yenango  County;  same  district.  Ralph  Marlin, 

Crawford  County;  same  district.  James  Harrington,  Mercer  County;  same 
district. 

1817—  r/toi was  Wilson,  Erie,  Erie  County;  same  district.  Ralph  Marlin, 
Crawford  County;  same  district.  Samuel  Hays,  Yenango  County;  same  dis- 
trict. 

1818 —  Jacob  Harrington,  Mercer  County;  same  district.  Jamxs  Cochran, 
Crawford  County;  same  district.  Joseph  Hackney,  Yenango  County;  same 
district. 

1819 —  Wilson  Smith,  Waterford,  Erie  County;  same  district.  James 
Cochran,  CrawTord  County;  same  district.  William  Connelly,  Yeuango  Coun- 
ty; same  district. 

1820 —  Jacob  Harrington,  Mercer  County;  same  district.  Wilso)i.  Smith, 
Waterford,  Erie  County;  same  district.  'William  Connelly,  Yenango  County; 
same  district. 
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1S21 — David  Broicu,  IVaiTen  County;  same  district.  James  Cochran^ 
Crawford  County:  same  district.  George  Moore,  Erie  County;  same  district. 
]S22^' — James  Weslon.  LoBccuf,  Erie  County. 

1823 —  Thomas  H.  Sill.  Erie. 

1824-  — John  PhiiUjis,  Venango. 

lS2f> — Sieplieyi  'd~ooIver!oit.  Mill  Creek;  re  elected  in  1826-27. 

1828 — George  Moore,  Erie;  re-elected  in  1829. 

1830— John  Kiddle,  Erie;  re-elected  in  1831. 

1832 — John  II.  Walker,  Erie;  re-elected  in  1833-31-35. 

1836 —  Thomas  K.  Miller,  Springfield.  Elijah  Babbitt,  Erie. 

1837 —  Charles  M.  Keed,  Erie.  David  Sawdey,  Conneuut. 

1838 —  Saruuel  Hutchins,  Waterford.  IVilliam  M,  Watts,  Erie. 

1839 —  Hutchins  and  Watts,  re-elected. 

1810 —  Stephen  Skinner.  M'cKean.  James  D.  Dunlap,  Erie. 

1811 —  Stephen  C.  Lee.  Greene.  James  D.  Dunlap,  Erie. 

1812 —  Stephen  Skinner,  5IcKean.  Lyman  Robinson,  ITattsburg. 

1813 —  James  D.  Dunlap,  Erie.  David  A.  Gould,  Springfield. 

J811--Mark  Baldwin,  North  East.  James  D.  Dunlap,  Erie.’ 

1845 — John  B.  Johnson,  Erie.  Lyman  Robinson,  AVattsburg. 

1810 — AAnlliam  Sanborn,  Amity.  David  A.  Gould,  Springliekl. 

1817 — Gideon  J.  Ball,  Erie.  AVilliam  Sanborn,  Anhty. 

ISIS — Theodore  Ryman,  Girard.  Gideon  J.  Ball,  Erie. 

1819  — -lames  C.  Roid.  Erie.  Leffert  Hart,  Girard. 

1850 —  James  C.  Reid,  Erie.  Irlexander  W.  Blaine,  North  East. 

1851 —  Charles  AAh  Kelso,  Erie;  Alexander  AA".  Blaine.  North  East. 

1852 —  Charles  AV.  Kelso.  Erie;  Humphrey  A.  Hills,  Conneaut. 

1853 —  Gideon  J.  Ball,  Erie;  Humphrey  A.  Hills,  Conneaut. 

1851- — Gideon  J.  Ball.  Erie;  James  Thompseni,  Erie. 

1855 —  Gideon  J.  Ball,  Erie;  Murray  Whallon,  Erie. 

1856 —  Gideon  J.  Ball,  Erie;  AA’areham  AAharner,  Amnango. 

1857—  — David  Himrod,  AA’aterford;  Av'areham  AA'arner,  A’enango. 

1858 —  John  AAA  Campbell,  AA’ashingtou;  lE/fson  Laird,  Erie. 

1859 —  Jonas  Gunnison,  Erie;  Henry  Teller,  Girard. 

1860—  Gideon  J.  Ball,  Erie;  Henry  Teller,  Girard. 

1861 —  John  I.A  ATucent,  Erie;  Edwin  AA^.  Twichell,  Edinboro. 

1862 —  A'incent  and  Twichell  re-elected. 

J863 — John  R.  Cochran,  Erie;  Byron  S.  Hill,  AA'attsburg. 

1861 — Cochran  and  Hill  re-elected. 

1865— Orson  S.  AA'oodward.  AVaterford;  David  B.  McCreary,  Erie. 

1806 — McCreary  and  Woodward  re-elected. 

1867 — George  P.  Rea,  Girard  Borough;  John  D.  Stranahan,  LeBceuf. 

1808 —  Stranahan  and  Rea  re-elected. 

1809 —  Charles  O.  Bowman,  Corry;  David  B.  AlcCreaiy,  Erie. 

1S70 — George  AAh  Starr,  Erie;  L Newton  Miller,  S[iringtield. 

1871 —  George  AA".  Starr,  Erie;  Chauncey  P.  Rogers,  Erie. 

1872 —  AA^illiam  W.  Brown.  Corry;  Emmett  II.  AATlcox,  Edinboro. 

1873 —  Henry  Butterheld.  Erie;  Emmett  H.  AA'ilcox,  Edinboro. 
tl871-lDz7/fnni  Henry,  Erie;  AVilliam  AA'.  Brown,  Corry;  Orlando  Logan, 

Albion;  Samuel  E.  Chapin,  AVattstmrg. 

1876 — WiUiam  Henry,  Erio;  Samuel  F.  Chapin,  AA'attsburg;  Charles  A. 
Hitchcock,  North  East  Borough;  Samuel  E.  Kincaid,  AA'^ayno. 

*l£rie  County  has  been  a Kepreseiitative  l>i.strict  by  ilstilf  since 

tUntler  the  new  Constitution,  members  of  the  Assembly  in  1674  and  since  have  been  elected  for  two  yean. 


,-.■-  ’. ■'  '■'  It  '.v«w^ii«fe'' 

’•■  " <-:r 

^v ; V i , t j»|. 

>■  -A 

A+'hL'f  ,»;|iJi,^{-ji(I  .£X  .'.MWi^oIX: 

'W-w  ■ ...t  'r^w.iv  ....•■.■  .‘i/'r*. .'.' ..^r 


a:";.- 


»iim- 

mmi 


. Udixi  ' ,u&^&..^fjii^  'cmdJo>‘ 
Jiliaii^ai^}<0' MfMO-  J.  Uha(T’>' 

in'iii'^iiiiiciii  4i>lf/j’)0  .A  .£>jve<J.  , .*^Jffa  A:.^i 
r’^h^l  liiitif  f,  amiJiiX} 


■ J$i0  S'ioV 


•>u'n^ii£ty  f ^p-.  nv''fl  0u«t'o»'i*7/  .,‘l>»^43*.,^i 
, ,.•  -£fjn7iO,,i£»M 

' ■■■  ,f  .fcoi6r»{d-i«taJ:_ 

' ;<•:.  .a  lK«va 

M I»iva<Jt;i>xoh'41«W,^iW^oW, 

JyjiDole-oi  fjtpsS^W  6rtB  viawOel 

■ ; -Jj  '&.V  '<NS>- . ' " 

■ V-  .,^ha  ^'^tO'M  ;0  I)ivj8<|:  fi|;‘«ti®ia^f§»^ 

^ H .Y.obflw^xfO- 

ifiA  .i'i'yif'i  tt  .W  i»oiftrr»5f  .i»*««.rt  .rw,ai.w;i*ri’a/ . ,»sU»jiuik-. 


kS 


.moOifikd  >.5»K  /?  • JH  JJujiiwa  ,jx,»w0j'  ,awy^  »'#»'4iumW^ 

. .(:m>^a^^I  ,2i:to!iVA  JF  'it^^xPaTa-::4litSr. 

,^JS30J,  QhiudiQ.  r^£>0  -,'W  ' ■ 


414 


IIISTORV  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


1S7S — Gastav  Jarecki.  Erie;  Alfred  Short,  North  East  Borough;  Myron  H, 
Silvorthoru,  Eairview  Township;  Samuel  E.  Kincaid,  M'ayno. 

18S0 — Orange  Noble,  Erie  City;  M.  II.  Silverthoru,  Eairview  Township; 
A.  W.  Hayes,  7Vattsbnj-g;  Isaac  13.  Brown,  Corry. 

18S2 — John  ir.  Walker,  Erie  City;  Isaac  B.  Brown.  Corry;  A.  W.  Hayes, 
M'attsburg;  H.  A.  Traut,  Girard  Borougln 

COUXTT  OiTICEP.S. 

President  Judges — (Appointed  by  the  Governor  until  1851) — * Alexander 
Addison,  Pittsburgh,  August  17,  17UI.  Fifth  District — All  the  State  west  of 
the  Allegheny  and  north  of  Virginia. 

David  Clark,  Allegheny  County,  March  13,  1800.  Same  district. 

Jesse  Moore,  Crawford  County,  April  5,  1803.  Sixth  District — Erie,  Craw- 
ford, Alorcer,  Venango,  M’arreu,  Beaver.  Died  at  iSIeadvillo  December  21, 
1824. 

Henry  Shippen,  Huntingdon  County,  January  24,  1825.  District — Erie, 
Crawford,  Alercor  and  Venango. 

Naihaniel  B.  Hlelred.  Wayne  County,  Alarch  23,  1839.  Same  district. 

Gaylord  Church,  Crawford  County,  Ajudl  3,  18-13.  Same  district. 

Elected — John  Galbraith,  Erie  County.  Noveinbor  0,  1851.  Sixth  Dis- 
trict— Erie,  Crawford,  and  Warren.  Died  in  otlice,  June  15,  ISGO. 

Appointed — Basstdas  Broivn,  Warren  County;  appointed  by  the  Governor 
June  29,  1860,  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  John  Galbraith.  Same, 
district. 

Elected— Samuel  P.  Johnson,  OVarren  County,  December  3,  1860.  Sixth 
District— Erie,  Crawford,  Warren  and  Elk. 

jEansiug  D.  Wetmore,  Warren  County,  first  Monday  in  January,  1870. 
District— Erie,  Warren  and  Elk. 

John  P.  Vincent,  Erie  County,  April  17,  1874.  Sixth  District — Erie 
County. 

XWilliara  A.  Galhraith,  Erie  County,  first  Alonday  in  January,  1877.  Sixth 
District,  Erie  County. 

Distriet  Judge— (For  Erie.  Crawford,  Venango  and  Mercer  Counties) — James 
Thompson,  Venango  County,  appointed  Special  Law  Judge  May  18,  1839,  by 
Gov.  Porter,  and  served  umil  May,  1845.  Bemoved  to  Eric  iu  1842. 

Additional  Law  Judge- — Elected — David  Derrickson,  Crawford  County, 
fh'st  Alonday  iu  December.  1S50.  Sixth  District — Erie,  Crawford,  "Warren 
and  Elk. 

John  P.  Vincent,  Erie  County,  tirst  Monday  in  December,  1860.  Same 
district  Became  President  Judge  of  Erie  County  by  the  operation  of  the 
new  constitution,  April  17,  1S74. 

Associate  Judges — ^Appointed  by  the  Governor  until  1851)— Dar/d  Mead, 
Crawford  County,  "March  13,  1800.  District,  all  of  Pennsylvania  west  of  the 
Allegheny  Biver  excepting  Allegheny  County. 

John  Kelso,  Erie  County.  March  1 1,  1800.  Same  district. 

William  Bell,  Erie  County  (in  place  of  Judge  Mead,  resigned),  December 
20,  1800.  Same  district 

All  following  for  Erie  County  alone; 

♦Impeached  aud  removed. 

fThe  p.e-w  constitution  allowed  the  IVe.'iitient  JuJt'e  of  each  district  where  there  was  an  Additional  Law 
Judi;c,  to  elect  which  ot' tiie  \li5tMClf  into  whicli  his  ocii,'inal  jurisdiction  hu.l  1-con  divided  hemi^htbe  assigned. 
Uuder  thi-s  provision,  Judge  ALctuioio  choAC  ilie  'rhiny-.«:evcu(h  ! hslrict,  cunsLiiug  of  Warren  and  Idh,  and 
Judge  Vincent,  chuaeii  in  IcGu  as  Additional  Law  Juds^w.  became  I’rcaident  of  Erie  County,  which  had 

been  constituted  a district  by  itself. 

JLlected  as  a I’eople’s  candidate. 
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Jolni  Kelso,  Erie,  July  4,  1803.  Resigned  December  21,  1804. 

Samvel  Smith,  Mill  Creek.  July  G,  1S03.  Resigned  in  1805. 

WiUiain  Bell,  Erie,  5Iay  9,  1805  In  place  of  John  Kelso,  resigned. 

John  Vincent,  JVaterford,  December  23,  1805.  In  place  of  Samuel  Smith, 
elected  to  Congress. 

Vi'ilson  Smith,  Water-ford,  March  15,  1814.  In  place  of  William  Bell, 
^rho  died. 

John  Gnibb,  Mill  Creek,  January  8,  1S20,  in  place  of  "Wilson  Smith,  re- 
signed. 

John  Braxvley,  North  East,  March  26,  1840.  In  place  of  John  Vincent, 
term  exyurod  according  to  the  terras  of  the  constitution  of  1838.  Re-commis- 
sioned  Alarch  8,  1845. 

Myron  Hutchinson,  Girard,  March  13,  1841.  In  place  of  John  Grubb, 
term  expired  as  above.  Re-commissioned  March  13,  1S4G. 

Joseph  M.  Sterrett,  Erie,  June  4,  1850.  In  place  of  John  Brawley.  Re- 
commissioned January  23,  1851. 

James  Miles,  Girard,  April  1,  1851.  In  place  of  M.  Hutchinson. 

Elected — Joseph  M.  Sten-ett,  E'.rie,  November  10,  1851.- 

Jamos  Mile;;,  Girard,  November  10,  1851. 

Samuel  Hutchins,  "Waterford,  November  12,  1856. 

John  Gx’oer,  Nori.h  East,  November  12,  1856.  Re-commissioned  November 
23,  1881. 

William  Cross,  Springfield,  November  23,  1861. 

"William  Benson,  "Wa Lerf ord,  November  8,  1866.  Re-commissioned  No- 
vember 17,  1871. 

Hollis  King,  Corry,  November  8,  1886. 

Allen  A.  Craig,  Erie,  November  17,  1871. 

Office  abolished  by  the  Constitution  of  1873. 

Deputy  Attorney  Generals. — [From  1800  to  1850,  the  present  office  of  Dis- 
trict Attorney  was  known  by  the  title  of  Deputy  Attorney  General,  and  the 
incumbents  were  appointed  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the  State.  The  office 
was  made  elective  in  1850,  and  the  name  changed  to  District  Attorney.] 

1804 — Wiltiarn  N.  Irvine,  Erie. 

— William  Wallace,  Erie. 

1809 — Patrick  FarreVy,  Crawford  County. 

Ralph  Marlin,  Crawford  County. 

1819 — George  A.  Eliot,  Ei'ie. 

182-1— William  Kelly,  Erie. 

1833 — Don  Carlos  Barrett,  Erie. 

1835—  Galen  Foster,  Erie. 

1836 —  Elijah  Babbitt,  Erie. 

1838 —  William  M.  "Watts,  Erie. 

1839 —  Carson  Graham,  Erie. 

1845 —  Horace  Hawes,  Erie. 

1846 —  WiUiai7i  A.  Galbraith,  Erie. 

District  Attorneys — (Elected  by  the  people.) — 1850 — Matthew  Taylor,  Erie. 

1853 — Samuel  E.  Woodruff,  Girard. 

. 1856 — G.  Nelson  Johnston,  Erie.  Died  shortly  after  the  election. 

Appointed — 1856 — Charles  "W.  Kelso,  Erie.  Appointed  till  the  October 
election  in  1857. 

Elected — 1857 — James  Sill.  Erie. 

1860 — Samuel  A.  Davenport,  Erie. 

1863 — J.  F.  Downing,  Erie. 
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1866— Cbarlfs  M.  Lynch,  Erie. 

1869 — John  0.  Siurgeon,  Erie. 

1872 — Samuel  M.  Lrainerd,  North  East. 

1876 — A.  B.  Force,  Erie. 

1878 — Charles  E.  Lovett,  Erie. 

1881 — E.  A.  IValling',  North  East. 

Sheriffs — (Appointed  by  the  Governor) — Alexander  Stewart,  Crawford 
County,  December  20,  1800.  For  district  composed  of  the  Northwestern 
counties.  All  the  rest  for  Erie  County  alone. 

Elected. — Wilson  Srnith.  IVaterford,  October  26,  1803. 

Jacob  Carmack,  Erie.  November  7,  1805. 

Jacob  Spa.ng,  Erie,  November  10,  1808.  Resigned  June  19,  1810,  and 
succeeded  by  John  C.  Wallace,  of  Erie,  Coroner- elect,  in  accordance  with  the 
law  in  such  cases  provided,  until  the  ensuing  election. 

James  Weston,  LeBceuf,  'October  27,  I8i0. 

David  Wallace,  Mill  Creek,  November  15,  1813. 

Stephen  Wolverton,  Erie,  October  28,  1816.  Ro-commissioned  October  22, 
1822. 

Thomas  Laird,  Erie,  December  1,  1819. 

Albert  Thayer,  hlill  Creek,  October  21,  1825. 

Alexander  W.  Brewster,  Erie,  October  28,  1828. 

William  Fleming,  Erie,  October  25,  1831. 

Thomas  Meliaffey,  Erie,  October  27,  1831;. 

Andrew  Scott,  Erie,  November  7,  1837. 

Ephraim  AY.  AI.  Blaine,  North  East,  October  30,  1810. 

AVilliam  E.  AIcNair,  Alill  Creek,  December  4,  1843. 

Miles  AA^.  Caughey,  Fairview,  November  12,  1846. 

Peter  E.  Burton,  Erie,  November  5,  18-19. 

Thomas  B.  Ahncent,  AA'aterford,  November  2,  1852. 

John  Kilpatrick,  Harbor  Creek,  October  28.  1855. 

John  AAA  McLane,  Harbor  Creek,  October  21,  1858. 

Allen  A.  Craig,  Erie,  November  16,  1861.  Resigned  December  81,  1864. 

Appointed — Joseph  AA'.  Swallev,  Erie  (appointed  to  fdl  vacancy),  March 
31,  1864. 

Elected — Hiram  L.  Brown,  Erie,  December  6,  1864.  Joseph  AAA  Swalley, 
Fairview,  Deputy  SherilT. 

Andrew  F.  Swan,  Fairview,  November  29,  1867.  AAhlliam  Hoskinson,  Erie, 
Deputy  Sheriff. 

Thomas  AI.  AA'alkor,  Erie,  November  4,  1870.  E.  E.  Stiu’znickel,  Erie, 
Deputy  Sherifil 

John  L.  Hyner,  AA’aterford,  OctoV)er  24,  1873.  E.  E.  Sturznickol,  Erie;  H. 
C.  Stafford,  AA'aterford,  Deputy  Sheriffs. 

Edward  E.  Sturznickel,  Erie,  January  1,  1877.  H.  C.  Stafford,  AA’ater- 
ford, Deputy  Sheriff. 

-Henry  C.  Stafford,  AA’aterford,  January'  1,  1880.  F.  E.  Staples,  Union 
City,  Deputy  Sheriff. 

F.  E.  Staples,  Union  City,  January  2,  1883.  H.  C.  Stafford,  AAAiterford, 
AA'illiam  O.  Alehl,  Erie,  Deputy  Sheriffs. 

Warden — J.  H.  Rathburn. 

Prothonotaries. — Appointed  bv  the  Governor.  — Thomas  P.  Kennedy,  Alarch 
13,  1800. 

I Callender  Irvine,  Erie,  July  4,  1803. 

John  Kelso,  Erie,  December  1,  1804. 
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James  E.  Herron,  Erie,  December  20,  1805. 

John  Kelso,  Erie,  J-inuary  IS,  ISOO. 

Thomas  Wihon,  Erie,  March  J5,  ]S10.  Re- commissioned  Fobrnary  8, 
1821,  and  January  o,  1824. 

Edwin  F.  Kelso,  Erie,  October  2],  1824,  in  place  of  Thomas  'Wilson,  who 
died.  Re-commissioued  December  21,  182G,  February  22,  1800,  and  Januarv 
21,  1833. 

V.'illiam  Kelly,  Erie,  January  8,  1830.  Re-commissioned  January  1,  1839. 

James  C.  Marshall,  Girard,  January  10,  1839. 

Elected — •'\Tilliam  Kelly,  Erie,  ^November  16,  1839. 

W'il  son  King,  Erie,  November  12,  1842.  Re-elected  and  re-cominissioned 
November  17,  1845. 

Jame.s  Skinner,  Erie,  December  1,  1848. 

Samuel  Perley,  Erie,  November  13,  1851. 

Alfred  King,  Erie,  November  10,  185-1. 

James  Skinner,  Erie,  November  10,  1857.  Re-elected  and  re  commissioned 
Novemiber  10,  ISCO. 

George  W.  Colton,  Erie,  November  19,  1863. 

Chan.ncey  P.  Rogers,  Edinboro,  November  IG,  186G. 

Eldward  "L.  Wi  hittlesey,  Waterford,  November  22,  1SG9.  Re- elected  and 
re- commissioned  November  19, 1872. 

Giles  D.  Price,  Venango,  December  28,  1875.  Re-elected  and  ro  commis- 
sioned December  31,  1878. 

S.  V.  Holliday,  Spri3:gfi«jld,  January  2,  1882. 

Registers  and  Recorders  and  Clerks  of  ihe  Courfs. — [Previous  to  1839,  the 
Prothonotary  performed  all  the  duties  of  the  Register  and  Recorder  and  Clerk 
of  the  Courts.  The  three  latter  were  constituted  a separate  office  that  year. 
In  1803,  the  office  of  Clerk  of  the  Courts  was  separated  from  that  of  Register 
and  Recorder.  ) — Appointed  by  the  Governor — Ebenezer  D.  Gunnison,  Erie, 
January  19,  1839. 

Elected — Thomas  Moorhead,  Jr.,  Erie,  November  14,  1839.  Re-elected 
and  re  commissioned  November  1-1,  1842,  and  November  17,  1845. 

Reuben  J.  Sibley,  "Waterford,  27ovember  25,  18-18. 

David  McAllister,  Erie,  November  22,  1851.  Re-elected  and  re-commis- 
sioned November  13  1S54. 

William  P.  Trimble,  Hai’bor  Creek,  November  10,  1857. 

Samuel  Rea,  Jr.,  Springfield,  November  19,  ISCO. 

Registers  and  Recorders. — Elected — Samuel  Rea,  Jr.,  Springheld,  Novem- 
ber 17,  1SG3. 

Henry  G.  Harvey,  Springtield,  November  IG,  ISOG.  Re-elecied  and  re- 
commissioned November  10,  1869. 

Daniel  Long,  Fairview,  November  19,  1872.  Re-elected  and  re-commis- 
sioned November  20,  1875. 

John  C.  Hilton,  Erie,  January  1,  1879.  Re-elected.  Deputy,  Henry  C. 
Rea,  Erie. 

Clerks  of  the  Courts. — Elected — John  C.  Hilton,  Erie,  November  17,  1803, 
Resigned. 

Appointed — Henry  Butterfield,  Erie,  appointed  March  1,  1864,  to  fill  the 
vacancy. 

Elected — Henry  Butterfield,  Erie,  November,  18G4. 

Charles  L.  Pierce,  Venango,  November  20,  1807.  Re-elected  and  re-com- 
missioned November  26,  1870,  and  November  1-1,  1S73. 
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*Frank  H.  Couse,  Erie,  November  30,  1876.  Re-elected  and  re-commis- 
sioned January  1,  1880. 

Robert  y.  Moorhead,  Erie,  January  1,  1883. 

Treasni'ers. — Appointed  by  tiio  County  Commissioners — John  Hay,  Erie. 
1804. 

Joseph  -M.  Kratz,  Erie,  1803. 

John  Kelso,  Erie,  ISOO. 

James  E Herron,  Erie.  lS07. 

Thomas  Wilson,  Erie,  1809. 

John  Watmen,  Erie,  1812. 

Bufus  Seth  Reed.  Ei'ie  1816. 

John  Warreoi,  Erie,  1S17. 

Thomas  Laird,  Erie,  181S 
Thomas  Steicart,  Erie,  1819. 

Tlioynas  Forster,  Jr.,  Erie,  1822. 

Thomas  Laird,  Erie,’ January  28,  JS26. 

Thomas  3Ioorhead  Erie,  January  4,  1829. 

George.  Moore,  Erie,  January  2,  1832. 

John  A.  Tracy,  Erie,  January  7,  1833. 

Archibald  Miller,  Erie,  January  3,  1838. 

Julius  YJ.  Ilitchcoch,  Erie,  January  5,  1841. 

Elected — James  ’'■.Villiams,  Erie.  January  3,  1842. 

Gidrou  3.  Ball,  Erie,  J.iuuary  5,  1845. 

John  S.  Brorvn,  Erie,  January  3,  1847. 

John  Hughes,  Erie,  January  4,  1849. 

Alfred  King,  Erie,  January  6,  1851. 

James  Chambers,  .Harbo^  Creek,  Jamrary  4.  1853. 

Mortimer  Phelps,  Edinboro,  Jamrary  6,  1855. 

Jeremiah  Davis,  Lockport,  December  31,  1856. 

Thomas  J.  Devore,  Springlield,  December  23,  1858. 

JVilliarrr  O.  Black,  Union  Boroirgh,  December  20,  I860. 

Egliort  D.  Hnibert,  Erie,  December  23,  1862.  Re-elected  and  re-commis 
sioned  December  30,  1864. 

Cyrus  W.  Keller,  Union  Borough,  December  26,  1866.  Re-elected  and  re- 
commissioned Janrrary  16,  ISOS.  Resigned. 

Appointed— Joseph  IV.  Swalley,  of  Erie,  appointed  March  10,  1870,  to  till 
out  the  term  of  C.  7V.  Keller. 

Elected — Logan  J.  Dyke,  Erie,  December  23,  1870. 

Jacob  AEagla,  Jr.,  Fairviev^  Borough,  December  27,  1872. 

Keuion  1\  Hurne,  7Vattsburg,  December  17,  1874. 

"William  C.  Hay.s,  Fairview,  January  7,  1S7S. 

James  P.  Crawford,  Erie,  January  1,  1881. 

Coroners — Elected — Abraham  Smith,  Erie,  October  26,  1803. 

John  Milroij,  Erie,  November  21,  1806.  Resigned. 

Appointed — John  Gray,  Erie,  appoirrted  October  29,  1807. 

Elected  — eTo/rn  C.  VJallace,  Erie,  October,  1809.  Acted  as  Sheriff  from 
June  19,  to  October  2,  1810,  in  accordance  with  tire  law  providing  for  vacan- 
cies in  that  office. 

John  McCord,  North  East.  December  21,  1812. 

John  Alon'is,  Erie,  April  23,  1815. 

Samvel  Hays,  Erie,  November  5,  ISIS. 

"Thed'jtitis  of  the  office  during  the  second  term  were  performed  by  Robert  S.  Moorhead,  under  an  arrange- 
ment with  Mr.  Coiise's  bondsmen. 
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Benjamin  Russell,  Mill  Ci'eek,  January  8,  1822. 

Rufus  Seth  Reed,  Erie,  February  8,  1825. 

'W'illiain  Fleiaing.  Erie,  December  6,  1827. 

David  Wallace,  Mill  Creek,  December  24,  1830. 

David  McNair,  Mill  Creek,  December  4,  1833. 

Scunnel  W.  Keefer.  Erie,  February  21.  1837. 

Join.’  K.  C;  k'hvell,  Mill  Creek,  December  30,  1839. 

Hezekiah  Bates,  Erie,  December  21,  1842. 

Thomas  Dillon,  Erie,  November  15,  1845.  Re-elected  and  re-commis- 
sioned November  7,  1857,  November  IG,  18G3,  and  December  7,  18G9. 

Samuel  L.  Forster,  Erie,  January  11,  1849. 

SimrK>n  Dunn,  Erie,  November  11,  1851. 

David  Burton,  Erie,  Felo'uary  10,  1855. 

Richard  Gaggin,  Erie,  December  21,  ISGO. 

AVilliam  J.  Sterrett,  Erie,  November  IG,  ISGG. 

M.  S.  Vincent,  Erie,  November  19,  1872. 

James  E.  Silliinau,  Erie,  December  20,  1875.  Re-elected  and  re-commis- 
sioned December  31,  1878.  - ‘ 

A.  Z.  Randall,  Erie,  January  1,  ISSI. 

County  Go.’.'imts.s/oncrs— Elected — 1803  to  1804 — John  Vincent,  Wate.rford. 
1803  to  1804 — Abiaiher  Crane,  Conneaut. 

1803  to  1804 — James  Weston,  LeBaaif; 

1804  to  1805— ir/?Z/am  Clark,  Erie. 

1804  to  ISOG — James  Lowry,  North  East. 

1804  to  1807 — John  Phillips,  Venango. 

1805  to  ISOS — John  Hay,  of  Erie. 

1806  to  1809 — John  McCreary,  Mill  Creek. 

1807  to  1810 — -John  Boyd,  Waterford. 

1808  to  1811 — Francis  Brawley,  North  East. 

1809  to  1812— r/>OHias  Forster,  Erie. 

1810  to  1813 — John  NaZshuj’y,  Conneaut. 

1811  to  1814 — 2'homas  Wilson,  Erie. 

1812  to  1815 — Henry  Taylor,  North  East. 

1813  to  18l6 — Thomas  Forster,  Erie. 

1813  to  1815 — John  Grubb,  Mill  Creek.  Elected  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused 
caused  by  the  resignation  of  Thornas  Wilson. 

1814  to  1817 — Henry  Taylor, -North  East. 

1815  to  ISIS — Robert  McClelland,  Ylill  Creek. 

1816  to  ISFJ — Thomas  Forster,  Erie. 

1817  to  1820 — Robert  Brown,  Erie. 

1818  to  1821  — George  Moore,  Erie. 

1819  to  1822 — Stephen  'Wolverton,  Erie. 

1820  to  1823 — George  Nicholson,  Fairview. 

1821  to  1824  — "Thomas  Forster,  Erie. 

1822  to  1825 — Henry  Colt,  Waterford. 

1823  to  1S2G — Alexander  McCloskey,  North  East. 

1824  to  1837 — John  Morris,  Erie. 

1825  to  1S2S— John  Salsbury,  Conneaut. 

1826  to  1828 — William  Benson,  Waterford.  Resigned  April  25,  1828. 

1827  to  1830 — James  M.  Moorhead,  Harbor  Creek. 

Appointed — 1S2S — George  Nicholson,  Fairview.  Appointed  by  the  court 
August  Gth,  in  place  of  William  Benson,  resigned.  Served  till  election  in  Oc- 
tober ensuing. 
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Elected.  — 1S2S  to  IS‘29 — Myron  Hutchinson,  Girard.  Elected  to  servo  out 
the  balance  of  the  original  term  of  William  Beu.son. 

1S2S  to  1S31 — -Albert  Thayer.  Erie. 

1S29  to  1S31 — Joseph  M.  Stevreit,  Erie. 

1830  to  1833— James  Pollock.  LeBceuf. 

1831  to  183-1 — Thomas  B.  Miller,  Springfield. 

1832  to  1835 — John  McCord,  Niorth  East.  ■ 

1833  to  1830 — James  Love.  Mill  Creek. 

1834  to  1837 — Stephen  Skinner,  McKean. 

1835  to  1838— James  Miles,  Girard. 

1836  to  1830 — Samuel -Low,  Harbor  Creek. 

1837  to  1830 — Thomas  Sterrett,  McKean.  Died  in  the  spring  of  1839. 

1838  to  1841— William  E.  McNair,  Mill  Creek. 

1839  to  1840 — Samuel  Loav,  Harbor  Creek.  Elected  to  till  the  vacancy 
caused  by  the  death  of  Thomas  Sterrett. 

1839  to  18-12 — Lyman  Eobinson.  Wattsburg. 

1840  to  1843 — Piussell  Stancliff,  Washington. 

1841  to  1844 — David  Sawdy,  Conneaut. 

1842  to  1845 —Joseph  Henderson,  Mill  Creek. 

1843  to  1840 — Eobert  Gray,  Union  Township. 

1844  to  1847 — Isaac  Webster,  Fairview. 

1845  to  1848 — William  E.  Marvin,  Greentield. 

1846  to  lSl9 — AVilliam  Campbell.  Washington. 

1847  to  1850 — Humphrey  A.  Hills,  Conneaut. 

1848  to  1851— George  AV.  Brecht,  Mill  Creek. 

1849  to  1852 — Simeon  Stewart,  Concord. 

1850  to  1853 — Thomas  Dunn,  McKean. 

1851  to  1854 — Eoduey  Cole,  Greene. 

1852  to  1855 — Eichard  E.  Eobinson,  Springheld. 

1853  to  1856 — AVilliam  Parker,  Greenfield. 

1854  to  1857 — Flavel  Boyd,  Waterford  Borough. 

1855  to  185S — Josiah  J.  Compton,  AA’ashington. 

1856  to  1859 — AA  illiam  W.  Eaton,  Fairview. 

1857  to  I860 — Amos  Gould,  North  East. 

1858  to  1861 — AVilliam  Putnam,  Union  Towmship. 

1859  to  1862— Joseph  Henderson,  Alill  Creek 

1860  to  1863-  - Jacob  Fritts,  Yenango. 

1861  to  1864 — Seymom-  AVashburne,  AIcKean. 

1862  to  1865 — Garner  Parmer,  Albion. 

1863  to  1866 — Charles  C.  Boyd,  AA'aterfor  1 Borough. 

1864  to  1867 — James  Chambers,  Harbor  Creek. 

1865  to  1S6S— Lemuel  AI.  Childs,  AVayne. 

1866  to  1869 — Stephen  J.  Godfrey,  Elk  Creek. 

1867  to  1870 — AATlliam  B.  Weed,  Greene. 

1868  to  1871 — Lemuel  Al.  Childs,  AA'ayne. 

1869  to  1872 — Garner  Paimer,  Albion. 

1870  to  1873 — Alyron  H,  Silverthorn,  Fairview  Township. 

1871  to  1874 — Clark  Bliss,  North  East  Township. 

1872  to  1876 — AA'illiam  T.  Brown,  Corry. 

1873  to  1876 — Alvron  H.  Silverthorn,  Fairview  Township. 

1874  to  1876— Clark  Bliss,  North  East. 

The  Constitution  of  1873  provided  that  Commissioners  in  office  and  elected 
in  the  meantime  should  serve  till  January  1.  1876.  A full  Board  were  to  be 
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olooiod  in  1S75  and  eTery  lliroR  years  tliereaftev.  No  voter  is  allowed  to  cast 
a ballot  for  more  than  two  candidates,  thus  insuring  a representation  of  the 
board  to  the  minority  party. 

1S7G  to  1879 — Albert  .B.  Gunnison,  Erie. 

1S7G  to  1S70 — Daniel  AV.  Titus,  Venango. 

1S7G  to  1S79 — Jiichard  H.  Arbtickle,  East  7dill  Creek. 

1879  to  1882 — Albert  B.  Gunnison,  Erie. 

1879  to  1SS2 — Daniel  7V.  Titus.  Venango. 

1879  to  1882 — Adelberf  L.  Tiklen,  LeBa'uf. 

1882  to  1SS5 — Adelbert  L.  Tiklen,  LeBcenf. 

1882  to  1885— B.  B.  Vhitley,  East  Atill  Creek. 

1882  to  1885 — Richard  Powell.  Elk  Creek. 

Clerks  lo  the  County  Commissioners. — Appointed  by  the  Commissioners— 
Thomas  Wilkins  was  appointed  when  the  county  was  organized  in  1803,  and 
became  unfitted  by  sickness  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  otiice  in  1829.  He 
died  in  May,  1830, 

Robert  Cochran  became  Clerk  pro  tern.  November  2,  1829,  filling  the  place 
during  Mr.  V'ilkins’  sickness,  almost  to  the  day  of  the  l.atte-rs  death, 

Jacob  Suavely,  appointed  Eebruary  1,  1830.  Died  of  consumption  in  183-i. 
^Archibald  Miller,  appointed  January  1,  1835. 

James  Skinner.  January  9,  1837. 

David  McAllister,  January  1,  1849. 

George  "W.  Colton,  January  1,  1852. 

A.  J.  Sterrett,  January  1,  18G3.  Died  in  otiice,  February  15,  1881. 

Ora  P.  Gunnison,  March  1,  1881. 

Giles  D.  Price,  January'  1,  1883. 

Directors  of  the  Poor. — Elected — Previous  to  1840,  each  township  took 
charge  of  its  own  poor,  under  the  supervison  of  two  Overseers  elected  by  tlie 
people. 

1840  to  1841 — James  Benson,  Waterford  Township. 

1840  to  1842— Thomas  R.  Miller,  Springfield. 

1840  to  1843 — George  W.  Vbalker,  Harbor  Creek. 

1841  to  1844 — Conrad  Brown,  Mill  Creek. 

1842  to  1845  -John  Evans,  Alill  Creek. 

1843  to  1846 — James  Anderson,  Waterford  Township. 

1844  to  1847 — Da’S  id  Kennedy,  Erie. 

1845  to  1848- — Curtis  Heidler,  Eairview. 

184G  to  1849 — William  Bracken,  LeBceuf. 

1847  to  1850 — David  Sterrett,  McKean. 

1848  to  1851 — David  Kennedy,  Erie. 

1849  to  1852 — George  i ritts,  Waterford  Township. 

1850  to  1853 — iMelville  M.  Kelso.  Eairview  Township. 

1851  to  1854 — William  E.  McNair.  Alill  Creek. 

1852  to  1855 — John  Parmeter,  AlcKean. 

1853  to  1850 — John  Hay,  Girard. 

1854  to  1857— George  AY.  Brecht,  Alill  Creek. 

1855  to  1858 — Samuel  W.  Keefer.  Erie. 

1856  to  1859 — John  Spalding.  Springfield.  Refused  to  serve. 

Appointed — 1850  to  1857 — John  Hay.  Girard.  Appointed  by  the  court  to 

fill  vacancy  as  above  until  the  ensuing  election. 

Elected— 1857  to  1800 — Alexander  Nicholson,  Eairview. 

1857  to  1859 — AA'illiam  Bracken,  LeBceuf.  Elected  to  serve  out  the  term 
for  which  Air.  Spalding  was  chosen. 
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1S58  to  JSCl — Thoojas  Stewart,  Erie. 

1859  to  1802 — AVilliam  Bracken. • LeBceuf. 

1860  to  1863— Thomas  IVillis,  Creek. 

1861  to  18G-1 — -Thomas  Stewart.  Erie. 

1862  to  1885 — Archibald  Duncan,  North  East. 

18(33  to  IS‘66— Thomas  3Yinis,  Mill  Creek.  < 

1864  to  lS‘37 — Thomas  Stewart,  Erie. 

1865  to  1868 — Andrew  Thompson,  Enion  Township. 

1806  to  i860 — Thomas  Willis,  Mill  Creek. 

1867  to  1870 — Jacob  Hanson,  Erie. 

1808  to  1870 — Andrew  Thompson,  Union  Township. 

1869  to  1870 — Stephen  A.  Beavis,  Cony. 

Under  an  act  of  Assembly,  all  of  the  old  Directors  went  out  in  1870,  and 
a full  board  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  that  vear. 

1870  to  1871— Louis  W.  Olds,  Erie. 

1870  to  IS  (2 — Stephen  A.  Beavis,  Corry. 

1870  to  1873 — William  W.  Eaton,  Fairview  Borough. 

1872  to  1875 — Michael  Henry,  Erie. 

1873  to  1876 — Merrick  B.  Chamberlain,  Union  Borough.  - 

1874  to  1877 — James  Dunn,  McKean. 

1875  to  1878 — Michael  ITenry,  Erie. 

1876  to  1879 — John  G.  Kincaid,  Wayne. 

1877  to  1880 — Seymour  Washburne,  McKean. 

1878  to  1881 — Geoi’ge  W.  Riblet,  Erie. 

1879  to  1882- — Jefferson  Triscuit,  Union  Township. 

1880  to  1883 — John  C.  Zuck.  West  Mill  Creek. 

■ 1881  to  iSS-i — Joseph- Henderson,  Erie. 

1882  to  1885 — Jeffer.?on  Triscuit,  Union  City. 

1883  to  1886—0.  S.  McAllister,  Wattsburg. 

Steicards  of  the  A?r/!s/ioM.se— (Appointed  by  the  Directors  of  the  Poor) — 
1840 — Freeman  Patterson,  Mill  Creek. 

1847 — Samuel  Fickinger,  Mill  Creek. 

1852— S.  P.  B.  Zuck,  Mill  Creek. 

1857 —  Thomas  Love,  Mill  Creek. 

1858 —  Thomas  Dunn.  AIcKean. 

18G3-— Calvin  Pool.  North  East. 

1872 — George  W.  Griffin,  North  East. 

1880— 'William  W.  Brovvn,  West  Mill  Creek. 

Clerks  and  Treasurers  to  tlui  Directors  of  the  Poor. — (Appointed  by  the 
board) — 1840 — Thomas  Evans.  Erie. 

1849 — Thomas  Moorhead.  Erie.  Died  in  office,  August  7,  1859. 

1859 —  Pressley  Arbuckle,  Erie. 

1867 — William  M.  Arbuckle,  Erie.  Died  in  office  December  27,  1874. 
1875 — Kobert  H.  Henry,  Erie.  Died  in  office  in  May,  1879. 

1879 — Daniel  AY.  Nason,  Fairview. 

County  Superintendents  of  Public  Schools. — (Elected  by  the  School  Directors 
in  County  Convention) — AAdlliam  H.  Armstrong,  AVattsbiirg,  1854  to  1860. 

L.  IF.  Savage,  Springfield,  I860  to  1803. 

D.  P.  Ensign,  Erie,  served  six  months  in  1863  and  resigned. 

Julius  Degmier.  Erie.  Served  six  months  by  appointment,  and  then  elected 
for  two  years,  to  1806. 

L.  T.  Fisk,  Girard,  1866  to  1869. 

C.  C.  Taylor,  Elk  Creek,  1869  to  1878, 
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Charles  Twining,  Union,  1S7S  to  1SS4  (salary  $1,500  per  annum). 

Countu  Ddectives. — Appointed  by  tlie  Court — Daniel  Mitchell,  Erie,  Jan- 
uary 1,  1876. 

Charles  Justice,  Erie,  January  1,  1879. 

John  r.  Sullivan,  September  16,  1883. 

County  Surveyors. — The  title  of  this  oflice  v;as  Deputy  Surveyor,  and  the 
incumbents  were  appointed  by  the  Governor  until  1851,  when  the  ofiice  vvius 
made  elective  and  the  name  changed  to  County  Surveyor. 

Appointed — Wilson  SniHh,  AVaterford,  April  25,  1800. 

John  Cochran,  Miill  Creek,  Jirly  9,  1801. 

Thomas  Smith,  Erie,  March  28,  1806. 

Thomas  Wilson,  Erie,  May  11,  1812. 

Jonah  Coivgill,  Erie,  May  11,  1815. 

"Wilson  King,  AYaterford,  May  21,  1827. 

Hiram  Barnphrey,  AlcKean,  March  4,  1833. 

Sylveras  E.  Webster,  Erie,  July  30,  1833. 

Stephen  Skinner,  McKean,  July  18,  1836. 

James  Graham,  Erie,  July  9,  1839. 

Sylveras  E.  Vy'ebster,  Erie,  May  30,  1842. 

John  H.  Millar,  Erie,  Ainy  2,  1814. 

Elected — David  AAdlsun,  Union,  bond  filed  January  15,  1852. 

AVilliam  Benson,  AA’aterford,  January  17,  1854. 

Kobert  P.  Holliday,  Springfield,  November  5,  1863. 

G.  YJ.  F.  Shorwin,  limber  Creek,  November  12,  1866. 

Robert  P.  Holliday,  Euirview,  February  22,  i860. 

George  Platt,  Girard.  [The  officers  at  Harrisburg  decided  that  he  was 
not  elected  in  the  right  year',  and  refused  to  send  him  a commission.  Holli- 
day continued  till  the  court  appointed  Platt  November  11,  1872,  who  con- 
tinued till  October,  1878J. 

George  M.  Robinson,  Springfield,  October  22,  1878.  Resigned  May,  1879, 
and  George  Platt  appointed  May  24  of  the  same  year. 

County  Auditors. — Three  elected  annually  until  1813,  after  which  time 
and  until  1875  one  was  elected  each  year  to  serve  for  three  years.  There  is 
no  record  of  the  Auditors  previous  to  1809,  nor  for  1811,  1812  or  1815. 

1809—  -27m)?! Robinson,  North  East;  George  Nicholson,  Fairview;  Will- 
iam Wallace,  Mill  Creek. 

1810 —  Charles  Martin,  AA^aterford;  John  Grubb,  Mill  Creek;  John  McCreary, 
Erie. 

1811 —  Robert  Knox,  Rufus  Seth  iMed,  Eric;  Charles  Martin,  YRMov- 
ioiW 

1812—  Elisha  Alarvin,  Greenfield;  John  Lytle,  LeBoeuf;  Charles  Martin, 
"Y'aterford. 

1813 —  John  Lytle,  AYaterford;  Robert  McClelland,  Mill  Creek;  Robert 
Townley,  Erie. 

1814 —  Amos  Judson,  AA'aterford. 

1816 —  George  Nicholson,  Fairview. 

1817 —  John  Morris,  Erie. 

1818 —  I'homas  iJiinn,  ijclvean. 

1819—  -Thoiuas  id.  Erie 

1820—  27iO)))a.3  H.  Sill,  Erie. 

1821 —  Thomas  Rees,  Harbor  Creek. 

1822 —  'Thomas  Dunn,  AIcKean. 

1823 —  Daniel  Sayre,  Fairvievv. 
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1824 — Thomas  Rees,  Harbor  CiPek. 

1S25 — Jaores  McKay,  Materford  Borough;  'William  E.  McNair,  Mill 

Creek  (one  yoarV 

1820 — Martin  Strong,  4Vaterford. 

1827 —  David  H.  Chapman,  Fairview. 

1828—  7?o?>crt  Cochran,  Mill  Creek. 

1829—  Eh:  Webster,  McKoau. 

1830 —  John  7h  Swan,  Fairview. 

1831 —  James  Smedloy,  North  East. 

1832—  — Samuel  Low,  Venango. 

1833 —  IMark  Baldwin.  Greenfield. 

1834—  Russell  Stancliff,  A'Washington. 

1835 —  AAhiiiam  Benson,  AVaterford. 

1836 —  AA’illiam  H.  Crawford,  North  East. 

1837—  Thomas  Nicholson,  Mill  Creek. 

1838 —  Alex  AA*.  Brewster,  Erie. 

1839 —  Gideon  J.  Ball,  Erie. 

1840—  James  Miles,  Girard. 

1S41 — Aloses  Barnett,  Fairview. 

1842 —  Benjamin  Gunnison,  Greene. 

1843 —  AA^illiani  M.  Arlmckle,  Erie. 

1844—  Thomas  Bierce,  Le  Bceuf. 

1845 —  James  hi.  Campbell,  Ediuboro. 

1845 — Simeon  Hum,  AA’aterford  (one  year,  to  serve  out  the  term  of  IMr.  Ar- 
buckle,  who  had  moved  from  the  county). 

1840— James  Chambers,  Harbor  Creek. 

1847—  John  AAMod,  Le  Bceuf. 

1848—  John  Eagly,  Springfield. 

1849—  John  L.  AY  ay,  Greene  (afterward  Summit). 

1850 —  Flavel  Boyd,  AAHterford  Township. 

1851 —  Samuel  Reeder,  AA'asbington. 

1852 —  Oren  Reed,  McKean. 

1S53 — Robert  Gray',  Union  Township. 

1854 —  George  AY.  Brecht,  Aliil  Creek. 

1855—  N.  AY.  Russell,  Alill  Creek. 

1856 —  Johu  AY.  Cam})bell,  AA''ashington. 

1857 —  Elias  Brecht,  McKean. 

1858 —  David.  Nash,  Concord. 

1858 —  H.  H.  Bassler,  Fairview.  To  serve  out  the  term  of  Mr.  Campbell, 
elected  to  the  Legislature. 

1859 —  Johu  L.  \Yay,  Summit;  H.  H.  Bassler,  Fairview  (three  years.) 

1860 —  AA’illiam  H.  Belknap,  Concord. 

1801 — Joseph  AY.  Swalley,  Fairview. 

1862 —  Henry  Gingrich,  Mill  Creek. 

1863 —  Oren  Reed,  AlcKean. 

1864 —  Philip  Osborn,  Girard  Township. 

1865 —  Oliver  H.  P.  Ferguson,  Fairview. 

1806 —  Alathias  Hartleb,  Erie. 

1807 —  Francis  F.  Stowe,  Amity. 

ISOS — Thomas  Evans,  Erie. 

1809— Thomas  AYools,  Union  Borough;  George  AA’.  Griffin,  North  East  (oue 
year,'  in  place  of  Mr.  Stowe,  resigned). 

1870— -Jesse  Ebersole,  Harbor  Creek 
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1871 —  Clr.yton  AT.  Lytle,  Erie. 

1872 —  Daniel  AV.  Titus,  A’enanga. 

1873 —  AVilliiua  AY.  Thomas,  Erie. 

The  ne-.s''  Coustitutiou  provided  for  the  electioLi  of  three  Auditors  every 
third  year,  each  voter  to  have  the  right  of  voting  for  two  only,  in  order  to 
insure  minority  representation. 

1874 —  Elijah  K.  Range,  LeBceuf;  AAdlliaoi  E.  Haye.s,  Greene;  WilUain 
F.  Brockivay,  Conneaut, 

1877 — AAhlliam  E.  Ilayes,  Greene;  AVilliain  AAh  Love,  AA'^est  Alill  Creek; 
C.  R.  Gray,  A’euango. 

18S0 — William  L.  Arbuckle,  Erie;  AA^illiam  F.  Edwards,  Harbor  Creek; 
George  Manton,  Elk  Creek. 

Jury  Commissioners.  — Olhce  created  in  1867,  and  made  elective,  two 
persons  being  chosen  every  thr'oe  yeaivs.  Each  voter  is  entitled  to  cast  a 
ballot  for  one  candidate  only,  thus  insuring  representation  to  both  of  the 
leading  parties. 

1867 — David  N.  Patterson,  AA'attsburg;  Perry  G.  Stranahan,  Enion 
Borough. 

1870 — AAhlliam  W.  Love,  AA’e.st  Alill  Creek;  Horace  L.  Finney,  Greene. 
1873 — AA’illiam  Grant,  AIcKean;  Robert  Leslie,  ATattsburg. 

1876 — George  A Evans,  AVest  Alill  Creek;  Joseph  I.  Tanner,  Erie. 
1879 — D.  L.  Bracken,  Corry;  William  Riggers,  Girard  Township. 
1882— George  J.  Russell, East  Mill  Creek:  James  D. Phillips, VrAon  City. 
Court  Criers. — Appointed  l^y  the  Court — David  Langley,  Erie;  Basil 
Hoskinson,  Erie;  Robert  Kincaide,  Erie;  Joshua  Randall,  Erie;  Remras 
Baldwin,  Erie;  P.  D.  Bryant,  Erie;  Edward  B.  Lytle,  Erie;  A.  E.  White 
(since  1851),  Erie. 

Mercantile  Appraisers. — Appointed  by  the  County  Commissioners: 

1852 —  Simon  B.  Benson,  AVaterford  Borough. 

1853 —  Samuel  AA7  Keefer,  Erie. 

1854 —  E.  C.  Hodden,  Springheld. 

1855 —  N.  AY.  Russell,  jMill  Creek. 

1856 —  James  T.  Ensworth,  AYattsbuvg. 

1857 —  James  P.  Adncent,  AA'aterford. 

1858 —  Samuel  Rea,  Jr.,  Springfield. 

1859—  Johnston  Eaton.  Fairview. 

1860 —  John  B.  Mills,  North  East. 

1861 —  Simon  B.  Benson,  AVaterford  Borough. 

1862 —  Perry  Devore,  Springheld. 

1863 —  C.  AAA  S.  Anderson,  AVaterford  Borough. 

1804 — James  AT.  Crawford,  North  East. 

1865 —  Liberty  Salisbury,  Conneaut. 

1866 —  14.  R.  AA'hittelsey,  AVaterford. 

1867 —  James  C.  Russell,  Mill  Creek. 

1868 —  D.  N.  Patterson,  AA’attsburg. 

1869 —  James  R.  Taylor,  AA'aterford. 

1870 —  Alvron  E.  Dunlaps,  Erie. 

1871—  Stephen  J.  Godfrey,  Elk  Creek. 

1872 —  Liberty  Salisbury,  Conneaut. 

1873 —  Alyron  E.  Dunlap,  Erie.  ^ 

1874 —  R.  L.  Pierce,  North  East. 

IS  1 5 — L.  E.  Guiguon,  Corry. 

1870 — James  McCreary,  Fairview, 
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1S77 — D.  ir.  Flutchinson.  Girard  Borough. 

1878 — D.  X.  Battr^rsou,  Wat.tsbiirg. 

1870 — Ora  P.  Groinisoa.  Mill  Creek. 

I'OSO — William  T.  Brown,  Corrv. 

ISSl — R.  H.  Arbudde.  East  Mill  Creek, 

1nS2 — O.  S.  McAllister,  Wattsburg. 

ISSO — H.  L.  ilininm.  Mill  Yillago. 

Seeder  of  Weighir  and  Measures.  — 1877  to  ISSO — Joseph  Pieischscheidt, 
Erie. 

iSSO  to  1SS3 — 7V.  J.  Robinson,  olill  Village. 

1883 — W.  P.  Butteriield,  Edinboro. 

[Office  aboli.shed  April,  1S83J. 


CHAP'rER  XXIT. 

The  Cam.\l  and  Railko.ads. 

SEGGESTIOX  was  made  as  early  as  17(>2  to  unite  the  waters  of  Lake 
Jr\.  Erie  with  the  Delaware  River  at  Philadelpliia,  by  way  of  the  Schnyl- 
kill,  Swatara.  Su.=quehanua,  Juniata  and  Allegheny.  The  country  was  too 
poor  to  undertake  the  enterprise  then,  Irut  it  was  not  lo.st  sight  of  by  the  far- 
seeing  citizens  of  the  Slate.  A company  rvas  formed  in  1 i91  to  con.strnct  a 
canal  from  the  Schuylkill  to  the  Susquehanna,  and  another  in  1792  to  build 
one  down  the  Schuylkill  to  Phibrdelplua.  These  corporations  werecoirsoli- 
dated  in  1811,  under  the  name  of  the  Union  Canal  Company,  and  author- 
ized to  extend  theij'  iimprovement  to  Lake  Erie  should  it  be  deemed  expedi- 
ent. The  canal  and  slackwater  along  the  Schuylkill  were  not  opened  until 
ISIS.  The  Union  Canal,  connecting  '.vith  the  latter  at  Reading,  was  com- 
pleted to  Middletown,  on  the  Suscjviehanua,  in  1827.  It  does  not  aj-ipear 
that  the  corporation  made  an  effort  to  extend  their  work  any  further  west- 
ward. 

The  Legislature  of  .1823  passed  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  Conim.is- 
sioners  to  explore  a rente  for  connecting  Lake  Erie  Nvith  I'rench  Creek  by 
canal,  and  slackwater,  a pro.ject  that  seems  decidedly  absurd  in  the  light  of 
our  present  information.  The  Commissioners  were  duly  appointed,  Col. 
Thomas  Eorster  of  this  city  being  one  of  the  number,  and  a survey  was 
made  in  lS2d.  V>y  Maj.  Douglass,  of  the  United  States  Army.  A convention 
of  delegates  from  forty-six  counties,  Gih-'s  Sanford  re[)resenting  Ifrio.  met  at 
Harrisburg  iu  August,  lS2o,  and  passed  resolutions  in  favor  of  a canal  from 
the  Susquehanna  to  the  Allegheny,  and  from  the  Allegheny  to  Lake  Erie.  The 
State  embarked  in  the  euterprise  soon  after,  going  heavily  in  debt  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  bv  October,  1834,  the  hrst.boat  from  the  East  arrived  at  Pitt^-burgh. 
This  wms  almost  nine  years  later  than  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal  in  Xew' 
York,  which  was  completed  in  November,  1825.  The  main  line  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Canal  extended  from  Columbia,  Lancaster  County,  a few'  miles  below 
the  intersection  of  the  Union  Canal,  and  extended  up  the  Susc|uohauua  and 
Juniata  to  the  Alleghany  Mountains.  These  w'ere  crossed  by  a railway,  con- 
sisting of  a series  of  inclined  plau€!S,  over  which  boaUs,  built  in  soecious, 
were  moved  by  stationary  engines.  After  overcoming  the  mountains  the 
routes  w'as  down  the  Conemaugh,  the  Kiskemlnotas  and  the  Allegheny 
Rivers  to  Pittsburgh. 
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TI’iE  LAKE  TEliMiKUS. 

Til  the  meautiiiio.  a fmlons  agilatic'D  sjining  np  iu  the  Novtlnvest  over  the 
nnestioii  whether  the  exTonsion  of  the  canal  fiom  Pittsburgh  to  Lake  Erie 
shoiihl  be  by  way  of  the  Allegheny  ITiver  and  Erench  Creek,  or  down  the  Ohio 
and  up  tlie  Peuver  and  Shenango  Rivers.  The  first  was  known  n.s  the  ••East- 
ern ” and  the  latter  as  the  ’•’Western'’  route.  Stephen  IVolverton  was  elected 
to  the  Legislature  from  Thie  County  iu  IS'dd  as  a French  Creek  or  ‘’Eastern 
route”  man.  The  next  year  the  friend.s  of  the  “'Western  route”  rallied,  and 
elected  George  Moore  as  the  Representative  of  the  county.  The  Western  irjnty 
having  been  adopted  by  the  advice  of  the  engineers  iu  charge,  another  contro- 
versy arose  in  the  county  over  the  lake  terminus  of  tlie  canal,  some  wanting 
it  to  be  at  Erie,  and  others  at  the  month  of  Ellr  Creek.  W illiara  and  .James 
Miles,  who  owned  a large  body  of  land  in  that  vicinity,  were  tlie  chief  pro- 
moters of  the  Elk  Creek  scheme,  and  at  one  time  nearly  succeeded.  It  is  a 
jiart  of  the  tradition  of  the  day  that  Erie  owes  its  selection  largely  to  the  la- 
bors of  Elijah  Babbitt  iu  the  J^^egi stature,  who  rose  from  a sick  bed  to  sjieak 
and  work  in  its  favor.  In  1S3'2.  through  the  eii'orts  of  Hon.  John  H.  IValker, 
the  State  ceded  the  third  section  of  2,000  acres  of  laud  ■west.  r>f  Erie  to  the 
borough,  for  the  parpose  of  building  a canal  basin  at  the  harbor,  reserving 
1()0  acres  for  a county  almshouse. 

The  principal  difficulty  encountered  in  the  construction  of  the  canal  was  in 
overcoming  the  dividing  ridge  iu  Crawford  County,  and  obtaining  water  from 
tliere  to  Erie,  a distance  ot  thirty-eight  miles,  with  a continuous  descent  to 
the  lake.  To  .meet  this  diihgulty.  Conueaut  Luke,  nearly  on  the  sumndt  of 
the  ridge,  and  al,<out  500  feet  above  Lake  Erie,  was  raised  to  a sutiieient  level 
to  turn  the  water  in  a northerly  direction,  and  converted  into  a reservoir.  A, 
feeder  was  built  from  Bemus’  Mills,  three  miles  above  Meadville,  which  carried 
a portion  of  French  Creek  into  Couneam  Lake,  keeping  up  a regular  supply  of 
water.  All  of  the  water  used  in  tlie  canal  from  the  summit  to  Erie  was  drawn 
from  the  reservoir  of  Conneant  Lake.  A'ork  on  the  eutei-prise  progressed  at 
irregular  spots  and  intervals  until  1NT2.  when  the  State  refused  to  appropriate 
any  more  money. 

At  Erie,  ground  was  broken  for  the  canal  on  the  4th  of  July,  1S3S.  amid 
great  festivities,  Capt.  D.  Dobbins  leading  the  procession,  Capt.  M.  Strong 
lifting  the  tirst  spadeful  of  earth.,  and  Hon.  -John  H.  Walker  delivering  the 
oration. 

The  Governor’s  message  in  1 S43  showed  that  ninety-seven  and  three-rjuarter 
miles  were  tlnished  from  Rochester,  on  the  Ohio,  the  southern  terminus,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  French  Creek  feeder,  and  forty-nine  and  one-(|uarter  miles  more, 
incl’uding  the  feeder  and  an  ex'ension  to  T'ranklin,  leaving  in  progress  and 
nearly  conijileted  the  thirty-eight  and  one-half  miles  from  the  point  where  the 
other  work  ended  in  Erie.’  Up  to  that  date  the  State  had  ex’['erided  more  than 
34,000,000,  and  it  was  calculated  that  but  3"211,0t)0  more  were  needed  to  make 
the  canal  ready  for  the  boats. 

COMPLETIOX  OF  THE  CANAL. 

At  the  session  of  lS42-t3,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act  incorporating  the 
Erie  Canal  Company,  and  ceding  to  it  all  the  work  that  had  been  done  at  such 
immense  cost,  on  condition  that  the  corporation  would  finish  and  o])orate  the 
improvement.  This  company  was  organized  with  Rufus  S.  Reed  as  President; 
C.  AT.  Reed,  Treasurer ; JYilliam  Kelly.  Secreta.i  y.  and  the  two  Reeds,  Kelly, 
T.  G.  Colt,  M’illiam  Tf.  'Watts,  B.  B.  Vincent  and  -John  A.  Tracy,  of  Erie,  AI. 
B.  Lowry,  of  Crawford  County,  and  James  AT.  Rower,  of  Alercer  County,  as 
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Managers.  Contracts  for  tho  iucomplotsd  work  were  let  in  Septombo',  1813, 
payment  to  bo  made  in  the  bonds  of  the  company.  The  iirsi  boats  to  I’each 
Erie  were  the  Queen  of  the  West,  a packet  boat,  crowded  with  passengers,  and 
tho  11.  S.  Reed,  loaded  v/ith  Mercer  County  coal,  both  coming  in  on  the  same 
day,  the  5th  of  Doeomber.  1844.  They  were  received  with  huzzas  by  the 
thousands  gathered  on  the  banks  of  the  canal  at  Erie  to  witness  the  great  event, 
and  greeted  with  a cannon  salute  when  they  reached,  the  bay.  The  IVayne 
Grays  paraded  during  the  day,  and  a ball  was  given  at  the  Reed  House  in  the 
ovoniug.  A few  other  boats  came  in  tho  same  winter,  but  navigation,  did  not 
regularly  open  until  the  spring  of  1845.  The  principal  engineers  of  the  work 
were  \V.  uliluor  Roberts' and  Milton  Courtright. 

The  canal  entered  the  city  limits  of  Erie  near  the  present  car  works,  and 
followed  the  ravine  of  Lee’s  Run  to  the  bay,  which  it  joined  at  the  foot  of 
Sassafras  street.  A commodious  basin  for  tho  protection  of  the  boats  was 
built  in  the  bay,  at  the  outlet,  which  still  remains,  being  the  inclosed  part  of 
the  harbor  on  both  sides  of  the  public  dock.  Between  the  almshouse  and  the 
bay  there  is  a descent  of  over  a hundred  feet,  rendering  necessary'  hfteeu  locks, 
with  an  average  lift  of  seven  feet.  At  Lockport,  in  the  western  part  of  the 
county,  where  the  crnal  descended  to  the  level  of  the  lake  shore,  there  were 
twenty'-eight  locks  within  a distance  of  two  miles,  haviug  an  average  lift  of 
six  and  a half  feet.  Tho  canal  was  of  moderate  capacity,  compared  with  the 
great  Erie  Canal  of  New  York,  and  as  a consequence  the  boats  were  of  small 
size,  a’'eraging  sixty'-hve  tons. 


ITS  AB.VNDOXMENT. 

A good  business  was  done  for  thirty'  years  after  its  completion,  mainly  in 
coal,  iron  ore  and  merchandise.  Up  to  1853,  when  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad 
was  opened  to  Toledo,  the  canal  also  carried  large  numbers  of  emigrants,  vvho 
came  to  Erie  by'  steamer  from  Buffalo,  and  took  this  route  to  the  Ohio  Valley. 
A number  of  packet  boats  for  conveying  passengers  ran  on  the  canal,  and  it 
was  the  grand  avenue  of  trade  and  travel  for  the  western  counties.  In  ISOO, 
the  receiirts  were  §105,311,  and  the  expenses  §70,379,  of  which  §17,034  were 
for  a new  aqueduct  over  Walnut  Creek.  In  those  dayas,  the  canal  and  basin 
at  Erie  presented  a busy  sight;  scores  of  boats  were  loaded  and  unloaded 
daily  at  the  docks;  the  locks  were  in  almost  constant  use;  thousands  of  people 
derived  their  maintenance  from  boating,  and  large  sums  of  money'  were  invested 
in  various  ways  along  the  line  of  the  improvement.  W.  "W.  Reed  was  Superin- 
tendent in  1800,  and  continued  in  that  capacity  until  the  canal  was  abandoned. 

The  canal  continued  to  ilourish  until  tho  completion  of  the  Erie  & Pitts- 
burgh Railroad,  which  soon  proved  to  bo  a formidable  competitor.  Had  its 
capacity  been  for  large-sized  boats,  this  rivalry  might  not  have  been  serious. 
An  enlargement  was  proposed  but  never  undertaken.  The  water  of  Lake  Erie 
could  not  be  made  to  tiow  up  hill,  and  opinions  differed  whether  French  Creek 
and  Conneaut  Lake  would  furnish  enough  water  to  float  tho  increased  size  of 
boats  necessary  to  compete  with  the  railroad.  A company  was  formed,  how 
ever,  who  had  faith  in  the  experiment.  They'  offered  Gen.  Reed,  who  con- 
trolled most  of  the  stock,  a handsome  sum  for  the  canal,  but,  in  the  midst  of 
their  negotiations,  were  notified  that  he  had  disposed  of  it  to  the  railroad 
management.  The  latter  operated  it  in  an  uns,atisfactory  manner  to  the  boat- 
men until  187],  when  the  fall  of  the  Elk  Creek  Aqueduct  gave  them  an  excuse 
for  abandoning  tho  work,  which  was  undoubtedly  their  original  purpose. 
Since  then  the  locks  and  bridges  have  been  taken  to  pieces,  the  boats  sold  or 
broken  up,  the  channel  filled  almost  everywhere  in  the  county',  and  few  traces 
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of  this  once  important  avenue  remain.  The  ubandomnent  of  the  canal  ruined 
many  boatmen  and  small  .storekeepers,  and  caused  much  injury  to  the  towns 
along  its  route  which  were  so  unfortunato  as  to  be  oil'  of  the  line  of  the  rail- 
road. 

K.VILROADS. 

7'he  Lake  Shore  'Raihoad. — The  earliest  public  movement  in  regard-  to  the 
construction  of  a railroad  along  the  lake  shore  was  through  a convention  held 
in  Fredonia,  N.  Y.  , in  1831.  Iis  object  was  to  arrange  for  building  a road  from 
Buffalo  to  the  State  line,  with  the  understanding  that  it  was  to  connect  with 
ono  in  Pennsylvania.  The  delegates  from  Erie  were  G.  M.  Reed,  P.  S.  Y. 
Hamot  and  Thomas  H.  Sill. 

The  Erie  & Forth  East  Railroad  Company,  the  first  railroad  organization  in 
the  county,  was  incorjiorated  April  12.  lS'4-2,  with  a capital  of  85,000,000. 
This  was  reduced  iu  1S40  to  8600,000,  and  books  for  subscriptions  wmre 
opened  on  the  10th  of  October  in  the  same  year,  most  of  the  stock  being  taken 
in  Erie.  The  active  ineir  in  forwarding  the  project  were  Charles  M.  Reed, 
John  A.  Tracy  and  John  H.  Walker.  The  first  election  of  ofificers  wa.s  held  on 
the  22d  of  January,  1847,  resulting  in  the  election  of  C.  M.  Reed  as  President, 
Giles  Sanford  as  Treasurer,  and  Y'illiam  Kelly,  Henry  Cadwell,  Sroith  Jack- 
son.  A.  W".  Brewster.  M.  Courtright  and  James  Y/illiams  as  .Direclors.  The 
surveys  of  the  road  were  completed  in  the  spring  of  1849,  under  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Courtright.  Contracts  for  the  construction  of  the  road  were  let  on  the 
26th  of  July  of  the  same  year,  .md  the  grading  was  commenced  soon  after. 


ERIE  TO  EtJEF.ALO. 

Previous  to  this,  a company  had  been  formed  to  build  a railroad  from  Dun- 
kirk to  the  State  line,  under  the  auspices  of  the  New  Y"ork  & Erie  Railway 
Company.  A second  road  was  projected  by  the  Yew  York  Central  Company 
from  Buffalo,  by  way  of  Fredonia,  to  the  State  line.  Both  mutes  were  sur- 
veyed, the  right  of  way  obtained,  and  some  work  done.  A contract  was  en- 
tered into  by  the  Erie  & North  East  Company  for  a connection  with  ihe  Dunkirk 
&.  State  Line  road,  which  would  have  given  a uniform  six  feet  gauge,  and  made 
Erie  the  practical  terminus  of  the  New'  YYrk  & Erie  road  upon  the  lake. 
Shortly  afterward,  another  arrangement  was  made  wuth  the  Buffalo,  Fredonia 
& State  line  road  for  the  laying  of  an  additional  track  of  the  New  York  guage 
of  four  feet  eight  and  ono-half  inches.  In  course  of  time,  a compromise  wms 
effected  between  the  two  New  Y"ork  corporations,  by  which  they  violated  their 
contract  with  the  Erie  & North  East  Company,  and  agreed  to  build  but  one 
road  l^etween  Buffalo  and  the  State  line  of  the-  Ohio  guage  of  four  feet  ten 
inches.  The  object  of  this  was  to  force  the  Erie  & North  East  Company  to 
adopt  the  sajoe  guage,  and  compel  the  break,  w'hich  had  to  occur  at  some 
point,  to  be  made  within  the  limits  of  New  Y'ork.  This  did  not  have  the  effect 
they  anticipated,  and  the  Erie  & North  Ea.st  road  wa.s  completed  wuth  a six 
feet  track.  Work  on  the  road  went  on  slowly,  and  the  first  passenger  train  did 
not  come  into  Erie  until  the  19th  of  January,  1852,  John  Moore  being  con- 
ductor, and  Nathan  Norton,  engineer. 

ERIE  TO  CLEVELAND. 

The  Franklin  Canal  Company  was  incorporated  on  the  27th  of  April,  1844, 
to  repair  the  Franklin  division  of  the  canal.  On  the  9th  of  April,  1849,  a 
Eupplementto  the  charter  was  secured  authorizing  the  company  to  build  a rail- 
road on  the  route  of  the  canal  between  Meadville  and  Franklin,  and  to  extend 
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it  uortti'vvaril  to  Lake  Erie,  a>i4  soiitliward  to  Pittsburgh  This  charter  was  so 
oon.strao.l  as  to  |)erinit  the  haihlmg  of  a I'ailroad  from  Erie  to  the  Oiiio  State 
line,  an  i one  was  accorJingiy  constractetl,  largely  through  the  cli’orts  of  Judge 
John  (dalbraith  and  Alfred  iv'dley.  At  the  State  line  it  conueeted  with  a road 
that  had  b-‘en  eoniploted  to  Cleveland,  under  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Ohio. 
The  hr.st  train  ran  from  Erie  to  Ashtabula  on  the  morjiing  of  the ‘iod  of  No- 
vemb.-r,  Ibod.  ton  mouths  later  than  tho  opening  of  the  Erie  A North  East 
road.  .It  returned  in  the  afternoon,  when  cue  event  was  celebrated  by  a sup- 
per at  Brown's  Hotel,  of  wliicdi  3t*0  people  partook,  and  at  wduch  sjieeches  were 
made  by  Jmige  Galbraith.  Alfred  Kelley,  .4.  B.  .Lowry  and  W'illiam  S.  Lane. 
As  the  Peon.sy ivauia  law  stood  at  that  time,  all  roads  entering  .Erie  from  the 
east  were  lo  be  six  feet  or  four  feet  eight  and  one  half  gauge,  and  all  from  the 
west  four  feet  ten.  The  gauge  of  the  Franklin  Canal  Company's  road  was 
therefore  ditferent  from  that  of  the  Erie  A North  laast  road,  necessitating  a 
break  at  Erie. 

COXSOLIDATIOX  KFFECTED. 

The  change  of  gauge  at  Erie  and  at  the  State  line  proved  to  be  a serious 
inconvenience  to  the  railroad  companies,  and  on  the  ITth  of  November,  1S53,  a 
contract  was  entered  into  between  the  Buffalo -A  State  Line  and  the  Erio  A 
Xorth  East  Com[)anies.  by  which  the  hitter  wore  to  alter  their  track  to  four 
feet  ten  inches,  making  a uniform  gauge  from  Buffalo  to  Cleveland.  By  this 
time,  two-thirds  ot  the  stock  of  the  E.  A X.  E.  road  had  passed  into  the  hands 
of  Buffalo  A State  Line  jiariies,  who  had  entered  into  a contract  to  run  the 
improvement  as  one  road.  The  change  of  gauge  was  commenced  on  the  Ttli 
of  Decemb  r,  lSo3,  but  was  not.  completed  till  February  1,  dS5-l.,  when  the 
first  train  under  the  new  arrangement  arrived  at  Erie  from  the  East. 

THE  K.VILRO.VU  W.VR. 

The  announcement  of  the  contemplated  change  of  gauge  created  the  ut 
most  indignation  among  the  people  of  this  county,  who  saw  in  it  the  defeat 
of  their  hope  of  having  Erie  made  the  lake  terminus  of  the  New  A'ork  A Erie 
Kailway,  and  a purpose  to  make  the  city  nothing  more  than  a way  station.  At  40 
o’clock  in  the  forenoon  of  the  7th  day  of  Decemi>er,  1853,  an  immense  assem- 
blage of  tlie  citizens  of  Erie  gathered  at  the  depot  and  tore  down  the  bridges 
over  Scute  and  French  streets,  and  took  up  the  track  across  every  street  east  of 
Sassafras.  Near  Harbor  Creek  Station,  on  the  same  day,  the  track  was  torn 
( up  in  three  places.  In  the  latter  township,  on  the  2Sth  of  December,  while 
the  railroad  men  were  re-layiug  the  irack  a fracas  took  jiiaco,  in  which  a pistol 
was  lired  by  a train  conductor,  and  two  citizens  of  the  township  slightly  wound- 
ed. The  exc.itement  that  ensued  was  the  most  intense  ever  known  in  the  county. 
Only  a few  citizens  of  Erie  sided  with  tlie  railroad  companies,  and  they  were 
treated  by  the  rest  as  common  enemies.  The  railroad  question  obliterated 
party  lines  to  a great  extent,  and  in  each  of  the  years  1854,  1855,  1858.  for 
the  first  time  in  a long  period,  one  of  the  two  legislative  Representatives 
elected  from  the  county  was  a Democrat.  The  agitation  among  the  people 
was  followed  by  an  appeal  to  the  courts,  and  the  interposition  of  both  the  State 
and  United  States  officials  was  required  on  several  occasions.  The  occurrences 
here  detailed  spread  over  a period  of  about  two  years.  During  the  two  months 
in  which  the  populace  prevented  the  track  from  being  changed,  passengers  and 
freight  were  transferred  between  Harbor  Creek  and.  Erie  by  stages  and  wagons, 
causing  a delay  that  subjected  our’ city,  county  and  people  to  innumerable 
curses  from  the  eastern  and  western  patrons  of  the  railroad.  A second  series  of 
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outln'oaks  occurred  in  Erie  and  Harbor  Crook  in  1855,  when  the  bridges  were 
ii'niin  do-sli’cyed  and  the  track  tom  up,  but  it  wnis  quieted  by  the  intervention 
o?  the  Supreure  Court. 

ri'RTHER  C0.\'S0I.IU.rT10^^ 

The  Supreme  Court  decided  that  the  road  built  by  the  Frankliu  Canal  Com- 
pany was  not  a legal  building  under  the  charter,  and  the  charter  itself  was  re- 
]K'a*led  in  iSod.  Meanv  bile,  the  stock  had  been  mostly  ])urcbased  by  the 
Cleveland,  Painesville  & Ashtabu'a  Company,  owners  of  the  connecting  road 
from  the  Ohio  State  line  westward.  A new  charter  wars  gnanted  by  the  Legis- 
lature in  ],855  or  1S5G,  on  condition  that  the  company  should  subscribe  8500.- 
000  to  the  Philadelphia  A Erie  road,  extend  its  track  to  the  harbor  of  Erie, 
and  retain  three  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  perpetually  in  its  Board  of  Directors. 

The  first  of  these  provisions' was  complied  ■ with;  the  otlier  two  remain  in 
force  to  tills  day.  Th4  new  company  took  control  of  the  entire  line  from  Erie 
to  Cleveland. 

The  charter  of  the  Erie  and  North  East  Comjiany  was  repealed  in  1S55, 
but  re.storeu  in  April.  1850.  conditioned  upon  the  expenditure  of  8-100,000 
toward  the  building  of  a road  from  Pittsburgh  to  Erie.  This  wme subsequently 
dohe.  A few  years  afterw.ard,  the  Erie  A'  North  East  and  the  BnlTalo  A State 
Line  roads  were  consolidated  under  the  title  of  the  Buffalo  A Erie. 

About  lifteen  years  ago,  the  consolidation  of  the  Cleveland,  Painesville  A 
Ashtabula  road  was  effected  with  the  Cleveland  A Toledo,  and  at  a still  later 
date  this  organization  yra^  consolidated  wdth  the  Michigan  Southern,  making 
one  management  from  Erie  to  Chicago,  which  became  known  as  the  Imke  Shore 
A Alichigan  Southern  Company.  Into  this  organization  the  Bnft’alo  A Erie 
was  merged  in  1SG9, 

William  H.  Yanclerbilt  is  President  of  the  organization,  and  controls  a 
majority  of  the  stock. 

LOC.VL  FI'ATURES. 

The  track  of  the  road  is  ostensibly  four  feet  ten  inches,  but  has  been  grad- 
ually narrowed  to  four  feet  nine  inches,  which  is  the  universal  gauge  of  the 
United  States,  nuth  few  exceptions.  The  road  is  almost  level  through  Erie 
County,  the  heaviest  grade  being  at  Mooreheadville,  where,  for  about  a mile  aud 
a half,  it  is  fifteen  feet  to  the  mile.  In  building  the  road,  the  greatest  diffi- 
culties experienced  were  at  the  gullies  of  the  lake  shore  streams.  These  were 
originally  crossed  by  wooden  viaducts,  which  have  been  replaced  by  arches  or 
iron  bridges.  The  viaduct  across  the  gully  of  Twenty  Mile  Creek  .was  102  feet 
high  and  400  long;  of  Sixteen  5Iile  Creek,  40  feet  high  aud  SOO  long;  of  Wal- 
nut Creek,  100  feet  high  and  8<)0  long;  of  Elk  (ireek,  115  feet  high  aud  1,400 
long;  and  of  Crooked  Creek,  45  feet  high  and  500  long.  In  all  of  these  cases 
arches  and  embankments  have  been  substituted  for  the  slender  aud  datrgerous 
looking  viaducts.  The  work  of  filling  the  gullies  and  preparing  for  the  arches 
was  commenced  shortly  after  the  road  was  completed,  but  went  along  slowly,  it 
not  being  practicable  to  push  it  rapidly.  The  iron  bridges  in  Erie  County  are 
over  I'our  and  Six  Mile  Creeks,  in  Habor  Creek  Township,  aud  French  and 
State  streets  in  Erie  City. 

The  first  depot  at  Erie  was  a clumsy  looking  brick  structure,  built  in  1851. 
It  was  replaced  by  the  Union  depot  in  1864,  the  expense  of  constructing  which 
was  born  equally  by  the  two  Lake  vShoro  organizations  then  existing.  The 
Philadelphia  A Erie  Company  pays  interest  for  its  use  on  one-third  of  its 
cost  and  one-third  of  the  current  expense  of  keeping  it  up,  less  a small  rental 
from  the  Erie  A Pittsburgh  Company.  Ira  AV.  Hart  was  the  first  ticket  agent, 
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commoncing  with  tbo  opening  ot  the  Erie  & North  East  road  in  J852,  and 
contiuniug  until  November  1,  1S72,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  John  T.  Fors- 
ter, who  had  been  his  assistant. 

Tire  tirst  regular  freight  agent  at  Erie  was  "William  S.  Brown,  who  was  ap- 
pointed in  1853.  He  continued  until  .1865,  when  he  was  elected  Treasurer  iund 
Director,  being  succeeded  as  agent  by  a .Mr.  Northrup,  w'ho  remained  but  a few 
months,  llis  place  was  taken  by  James  C.  Hart,  who  continues  in  the  service. 

The  western  round-house  vms  built  in  1S02,  and  the  eastern  in  1803.  the 
first  having  a capacity  for  fifteen,  and  the  second  for  twenty-one  engines. 


DISTANCES. 


The  following  are  the  distances  by  tins  route  from  Erie  to  the  places 
named: 


TVesleyvillc  . . 
ITfirlior  Crc-ek 
Moorch pad’s. . 
NTortti  East. . . 
State  Line. . . . 
Ripley 

■Westfield 

Brocton 

Puukirk 

Buffalo 

Rochester  . . . . 

Syracuse  

Alban  V 

N ew  Y’ ork . . . , 


Eastward — Miles. 

4 

S 

11 

15 

20 

23 

30 

30 

4S 

8S 

156 

2-37 

386 

511 


5Yestward— Miles 


Swanville 9 

Fairview 11 

Miles  Grove 16 

Springfield 20 

Ohio  Line  26 

Couneaut .'. 28 

Ashtabula 41 

Painesville 67 

Cleveland 95 

Sandusky 153 

Toledo 208' 

Chicago .452 


PniL.VDELPniA  & ERIE  RAILROAD. 

-A.8  long  ago  as  1830,  a railroad  was  projected  from  Erie  eastward  through 
the  counties  of  "Warren,  Elk  and  Lycoming,  upon  nearly  the  same  route  sub- 
sequently adopted,  but  nothing  was  done  in  the  direction  of  actual  work.  A 
railroad  was  commenced  at  Siinbiiry  in  1S33  by  Stejihen  Girard  and  others, 
intended  to  connect  Erie  with  Philadelphia  by  way  of  Pottsville.  A few  miles 
of  it  were  built  eastward,  and  then  the  work  stopped  on  account  of  the  financial 
depression.  W’hen  the  Pennsylvania  Eaih'oad  Company  was  incorporated  in 
1846,  it  was  given  authority  to  build  a branch  to  Erie,  but  never  availed  it.self 
of  tho  provision. 

In  1837,  a bill  passed  the  Legislature  incorporating  the  Sunbury  A Erie 
Railroad  Company.  An  organization  was  regularly  effected,  the  stock  to  secure 
the  charter  being  taken  by  the  United  States  Bank,  and  engineers  were 
employed  to  survey  a route  in  183S  and  1839.  Nothing  further  was  done 
for  some  years.  In  1854,  the  project  was  simultaneously  revived  in  Phila- 
delphia, in  Erie  and  in  the  Legislature.  The  city  of  Philadelphia  sub- 
scribed 81,000,000  toward  the  construction  of  the  road,  the  county  of 
Erie  $200,000.  and  the  city  of  Erie  $300,000,  in  addition  to  150  water  lots 
for  dock  accommodation.s.  This  was  an  extremely  liberal  subscription  for  Erie 
City  and  County,  as  the  former  only  contained  about  6,000  people  and  the 
latter  but  40, 000.  The  same  year,  tho  Cleveland  A Erie  Company  were  required 
to  subscribe  $500,000  to  the  road,  as  a condition  of  securing  a new  charter. 
About  this  time  the  State  exchanged  a portion  of  her  canals  for  $3,500,000  of 
Sunbury  A Erie  bonds,  thus  placing  the  company  upon  a substantial  footing. 
By  December,  1854,  the  road  was  in  running  order  from  Sunbury  to  Williams- 
port, where  a connc'ction  was  maile  with  tlie  "Northern  Central  road  to  Elmira. 
The  occasion  was  celebrated  by  an  excursion  of  500  citizens  of  Philadelphia  to 
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Eric,  •who  returned  to  the  East  full  of  Z(3al  fur  the  completion  of  the  enterprise. 
The  division  of  the  road  from  Erie  to  Warren  was  begun  in  August,  1S50, 
and  completed  in  .December,  1S59.  In  the  spring  of  1801,  the_  name  of  tho 
corporation  was  changed  to  the  Philadelphia  & Erie  llailroad  Company.  The 
Var  coming  on  in  that  year  alarmed  the  stockholders,  and  fearful  that  they 
would  be  unable  to  complete  the  enterprise,  the  road  was  leased,  in  1862,  to  the 
Pennsylvania  Itailroad  Company  for  a term  of  999  years.  Work  was  vigor- 
ously prosecuted  by  the  ie.ssees,  and  in  October,  lSO-1,  the  hrtst  pas.‘=enger  train 
came  through  from  Philadelphia  with  a large  party  of  excursionists.  A mag- 
nitieiout  entertainment  was  given  them  by  the  city  of  Erie,  which  cost  $3,000. 
The  bill  for  wines  alone  was  81,500,  and  for  spiced  oysters  S80O. 


GEXER.iL  DESCRIPTION. 


The  road  is  287  6-10  miles  in  length,  operated  in  three  divi.sions,  as  fol- 
lows; Eastern— Sunbury  to  Pienovo,  92  4-10  miles;  Middle— Pvenovo  to  Kane, 
100  7-10  miles;  AVestern — Kane  to  Erie,  94  5-10.  At  Sunbury,  connection  is 
made  with  the  southern  division  of  the  Northern  Central  road,  uiKler  the  same 
management,  wlncli  gives  a direct  route  to  Harrisburg,  Baltimore,  AVashing- 
tou,  Philadelphia  and  New  York.  The  distance  from  Erie  to  Harrisburg  is 
347  miles;  to  Baltimore,  425;  to  AY'ashington,  46S;  to  Philadelphia,  453,  and 
to  New  York,  543.  Below  are  the  distances  along  the  road  itself,  measuring 


from  the  foot  of  Plate  street 

Outer  Depot 

AVaa-ner’s  

Belie  A'alk-y 

Laiigdon's 

Jackson’s 

Aifaterforci 

Ii6  Boeuf 

Union  Citv 

Elgin  ...  .A 

LoA’ell’s 

Cony ; 

Columbus ’. . . . 

Spring  Creek 

Garland 

Pittsfield 

Y'oungsville  

Irvineton 

Warren 

Stoneham 

Clarendon 


in  Erie: 


2 Tiona 76 

5 Sheffield 79 

7 Bovstone 82 

, 9 Ludlow 86 

1-3  TYetmore 90 

19  Kane 95 

23  AVilcox 104 

27  Ridgway 119 

32  St.  Alary’s 129 

.34  Emporium 149 

37  Cameron lrj.5 

39  Driftwood IGS 

44  Kenovo e 196 

.50  Lock  Haven 224 

54  Jersey  Shore 2.36 

.58  AYilliamsport 248 

60  Aluncy 260 

.66  Milton 275 

.71  Northumberland 285.6 

73  Sunbury 287.6 


! OTHER  W.I.TTERS. 


In  surveying  the  road,  considerable  difficulty  was  experienced  in  finding  a 
suitable  route  to  reach  the  level  of  the  lake  from  the  high  lands  on  the  south. 
The  course  finally  adopted  was  by  way  of  Four  Mile  Creek,  necessitating  a 
long  curve  to  round  the  second  ridge,  tvhich  compels  over  seven  miles  of  rail- 
road to  make  the  distance  of  four  and  a half  miles  by  common  road  from  Erie 
to  Belle  A'alley.  A.t  Jackson’s  Station,  thirteen  miles  south  of  Erie,  the  sum- 
.mit  of  the  road  between  the  lake  region  and  the  Le  Boeuf  Affilley  is  attained  at 
a height  of  656  feet  above  the  lake.  The  grade  between  Jackson’s  and  Erie  is 
at  one  place  eighty-three  feet  to  the  mile. 

The  following  figures  give  the  height  of  the  road  above  tide-water  at  the 
various  points  named: 
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HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUXlT. 


ST.\T"tOXS. 

FEET. 

ST.\'i  roxs. 

FEET. 

Eric,  loot  of  State  street 

Sheffield 

1,337 

Summit,  at  .Tack.-^oii’s 

1,229 

Kane.  . , . 

2.130 

I'niou  Citv 

1,270 

AYilc'O.x 

1,527 

C-'ovrv 

1,-131 

Kidii'war' 

.1,393 

Garliiud 

1.309 

St.  Abu'v’s  Summit 

AN'anen 

1,200 

Emporium. 

1.021 

Tlio  firpt  General  Superintendont  of  the  road  was  Jose]4:  Ih  Potts,  who 
took  charge  at  its  opening  in  idiU.  His  successors  are  as  follows;  Alhert  L- 
Tyler,  October  1,  lb‘35;  William  A.  Baldwin,  iilay  1.  3870;  Pobert  Neilsmi, 
August  1,  3881.  The  ►Su])orintendents  of  the  \Ve.stern  Division  have  been: 
Samuel  A.  Black,  appointed  in  July,  1S5‘J;  Wdlliam  A.  Baldwin,  .kebrunry  i, 
1SG2;  John  W.  Reynolds,  Way  1,  ISOS.  The  general  offices  were  at  Erie 
until  IS  1 4,  when  they  were  removed  to  Williamsport. 

The  company  occupied  the  frame  building  at  tlie  foot  of  State  street,  in 
Erie,  as  a passenger  and  freight  depot,  until  the  completion  of  the  Union 
depot,  to  which  the  passenger  traffic  was  at  once  transferred.  The  freight 
business  continued  at  that  point  until  the  erection  of  the  new  freight  building 
on  Parade  street  in  ISSO. 

The  shops  of  the  road  are  at  Erie,  I7aue,  Renovo  and  Sunbury. 


ERIE  & PITTSBURGH  E.\IDEO.U>. 


A railroad  company,  under  the  name  of  the  Pitt.slnirgh  A Erie,  was  cliartered 
many  years  ago,  and  got  some  right  of  way,  but  did  nothing  furtlier.  A ne'W 
charter,  incorporating  the  Erie  A Pitt.sburgh  Company,  was  olitained  in  the 
year  3.856,  by  parties  interested  in  the  Erie  A North  38ast  Company.  It  did 
not  specify  the  exact  route  to  lie  taken,  and  a sharp  rivalry  for  the  road  sprung 
upi  between  Meadville  and  Conneautville.  Subscri2>tions  were  secured  along 
botli  routes,  but  the  Conneautville  one  was  approved  by  tiu;  engineers,  and 
adopted.  The  new  charter  of  the  Erie  A North  East  Company  provided  that 
it  should  invest  400,000  in  the  construction  of  a road  in  the  direction  of  Pitt.s- 
burgh. With  this  sum  and  the  money  of  the  stockholders,  the  Erie  A Pitts- 
biu’gh  road  was  graded  from  near  Miles  Grove  to  Jamestown,  Mercer  County, 
and  tlie  track  laid  to  Albion.  The  Buffalo  A Erie  Company  advanced  the 
means  to  lay  the  rails  to  Jamestown  in  3859.  In  1864,  with  the  proceeds  of 
a mortgage  and  bonds,  added  to  a few  subscriptions,  the  road  rvas  continued 
to  New  Castle,  where  the  Erie  A Pittsburgh  road  proper  terminates.  At  tliat 
place  connection  is  made  with  the  New  Castle  A Beaver  Valley  Road,  which 
connects  *in  turn  -with  the  Pittsburgh,  For*  AVayne  A Chicago  at  Homewood, 
giving  a direct  route  to  the  Smoky  City.  The  company  own  extensive  docks 
at  Erie  for  the  lumdlinrr  of  coal  and  iron  ore,  built  in  1863,  The  round  house 
m Erie  was  erected  in  1865,  and  the  sao[i.s  bought  of  McCarter  A Scoville  in 
1866. 

The  distances  by  this  route  are  as  follows: 


Erie  to  a little  west  of  Allies  Grove 

(Lake  Shore  road) 

Cross' 

Albion 

Spring 

Conneautville 

Jamestown 


Mlt.ES. 


,10.5 

,21 

27 

32 

.35 

57 


Greenville. 
Sliai'itsville 
Sharon . . . . 
Aliddlcsex  . 
New  Castle 
Homewood 
Pittsburgh . 


MILES. 

. . .03 
, ...75 
. . . 7S 
. . .S-l 
. ..99 
..113.9 
. .14S.9 


The  Superintendents  of  tlie  road  have  been  R.  N.  Brown,  J.  L.  Grant, 
AV.  S.  Brown,  J.  J.  Lawrence.  F.  N.  Finn'ey  and  John  AI.  Kimbali.  W.  L. 
Scott,  of  Erie,  has  been  President  of  the  corporation  some  fifteen  years. 
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The  road  ^Ya^  operated  as  a feeder  to  the  Lake  Shore  until  tlie  24lh  of 
Mareii,  ISTO,  when  it  was  leastxl  to  the  Penusyl vania  Railroad  Company  for  a 
tfiijo  of  'J'J'J  years.  Tue-  terms  of  the  lease  ai'e  that  the  lessees  shall  maintain 
tlie  road,  keep  up  the  interest  on  its  debt,  and  pay  7 per  cent  annaully  on 
the  capital  stock  of  82.U0d,00'k  On  the  fir.st  of  .Yfarch.  1S71,  the  mauagemi.mt 
was  transferred  to  the  Pennsylvauia  Coniiiany.  a separate  cor[)oration  from  the 
Penns vl  vania  Railroad  Cotupaiiy,  organized  to  operate  the  Western  lines  leased 
by  tlie  latter.  It  has  a capital  of  til '2,000, bUO. 

From  Erie  to  a short  distance  west  of  IMiles  Grove,  the  E.  & P.  uses  the 
Lake  Shore  tiaek.  with  the  e-veeptiori  of  two  and  one-half  mi le.s  between  the  cir.y 
and  the  dock  janction.  The  company  own  the  connecting  road  along  the  Itay 
front  of  Erie,  from  the  Pittslturgh  docks  to  the  Philadelphia  & Erie  road,  at 
the  foot  of  State  street.  It  was  built  about  INTO. 

The  headquarters  of  the  road  were  in  Erie  until  LSSl,  when  they  were 
removed  to  Youngstown.  Ohio. 

The  fitllowing  ligures  show  the  elevation  in  feet  above  tide-water  of  various 
points  on  the  roal:  Summit,  near  Coaneautvi He,  1,141.  Greenville.  USl; 
Sharon,  853;  New  Castle,  Si'2.  In  crossing  the  dividing  ridge  south  of  Con- 
neaulville,  the  summit  is  ajtproaclied  from  the  north  for  two  or  three  miles  by 
a grade  of  tifty-two  feet  to  the  inile. 

BUFFALO,  COKRY  « PITTSBURGH  RAILROAIX 

Tiie  Oil  Creek  Railroad,  was  completed  between  Corry  and  Yliller  Farm  in 
IS6'3,  principiaily  through  the  efforts  of  Thomas  Strnthers  and  Vrilliam  S. 
Stivator.  In  18G5,  a majority  of  its  capital  stock  was  jnirchased  in  the  city 
of  Erie  by  Dean  Richmond,  representing  the  Lake  Shore  and  New  Y’ork  Central 
Companies,  and  Vp-  'I’homas  A.  Scott,  refn-esenting  the  Pennsylvania  Company, 
and  ]ilaced  in  the  hands  of  Samuel  J.  Tildcn,  of  New  Y’ork,  as  Trustee  for  the 
three  corporations.  It  was  extended  to  Petroleum  Centre  in  iSOO,  where  ii  con- 
nected with  the  Farmers’  road  to  Oil  City.  Not  long  afterward,  the  Allegheny 
Valley  road  was  completed  to  Oil  City,  making  a continuous  line  to  Pittsburgh. 
The  failure  of  the  wells  on  Oil  Creek  robbed  the  road  of  iirosperity,  and  it 
was  sold  out  upon  a mortgage,  and  purchased  by  the  Allegheny  A’ alley  man- 
agement. 

The  Cross-Cut  road  was  built  from  Corry  to  Erocton  in  1867,  by  Thomas 
Struthers,  AYilliam  S-  Stroatur,  and  the  American  Express  Company,  to  secure 
a lake  outlet  for  the  Oil  Creek  road,  and  a connection  with  the  Lake  Shore 
road,  Independent  of  the  Philadelphia  A Erie. 

All  of  the  a’nove  roads  have  been  consolidated  as  the  Buffalo,  Corry  A 
Pittsburgh,  and  are  under  one  manageuH'ht.  The  distance  bv  this  route  from 
Brocton  to  Corry  is  42.2  niile.s;  Corry  to  Oil  City,  45.6;  Oil  City  to  I’ittsburgh. 
132;  total,  219  miles. 

NEW  YORK,  PEN'N.SYLVANIA  & OHIO  R.AILEO.AD. 

The  Atlantic  A Great  A\'estern  road  was  completed  to  Corry  in  June,  1S61, 
and  extended  westward  through  the  southern  portion  of  the  county  ia  1S62. 
It  was  intended  and  is  still  operated  as  the  western  extension  of  the  Erie  Rail- 
way (now  the  New  Amrk,  Lake  Erie  A AVestern),  with  which  it  connects  at 
Salamanca,  N.  Y.  The  track  was  originally  six  feet  wide,  but  a third  rail  has 
recently  been  laid,  with  the  purpose  of  altering  the  gauge  to  the  general 
standard  of  the  country.  The  name  was  changed  as  above  about  two  years 
ago.  In  Yfarch,  18S3,  the  road  was  leased  to  the  New  A'ork,  Lake  Erie  A 
AVestern  Company  for  ninety-nine  years. 
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UNION  & TITUSVILLE  R.VILKOAD. 

This  road  extends  from  Titusville  to  Xlniou  City,  where  it  connects  with  the 
Philadelphia  & Erie  road.  It  was  originated  in  1SG5  by  James  Sill  and  P. 
G.  Stranahan.  The  road  was  completed  in  Pebniary,  1871.  It  is  operated, 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Ilailroad  Company.  Its  length  is  25.2  miles, 

NEW  YORK,  CHICAGO  ST.  LOUIS  RAILROAU  (tHE  NICKEL  PLATE). 

The  Now  York,  Chicago  L 8t.  Louis  Railway  Company  was  organized  in 
1880  to  build  a railroad  from  Butt’dlo  to  Chicago  by  way  of  Dunkirk,  Erie. 
Cleveland,  Fostoria  and  Fort  Wayne.  The  first  survey  was  begun  in  the  last 
week  of  February,  ISSI,  and  the  grading  of  the  road  commenced  in  the  early 
jiart  of  June  in  the  same  year.  The  first  through  passenger  train  reached  Erie 
from  the  West  in  the  afternoon  of  August  81,  1882,  having  left  Chicago  at  7 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  30th.  It  consisted  of  an  engine  and  two  coaches, 
containing  some  of  the  leading  otlrcials  of  the  company  and  a number  of  rep- 
resentatives of  the  press.  The  train  returned  from  Buffalo  on  the  1st  of  Sep- 
tember. Regular  passenger  trains  commenced  running  on  INIondav,  October 
23,  1SS2. 

The  road  was  built  by  a syndicate,  comprising  George  I.  Seney,  C.  R. 
Cummings.  Watson  H.  Brown,  John  T.  Martin,  A,  A.  Low  & Brother,  Gen, 
Samuel  Thomas,  C.  S.  Brice,  the  Standard  Oil  Company,  Brown,  Howard  d: 
Co.  and  A.  71.  White.  The.'e  parties  originally  subscribed  815,000,000, 
which  was  increased,  before  the  completion  of  the  work,  to  $22,000,000.  d.'his 
amount  of  money  was  raised  and  expended  before  the  company  issued  any 
securities  or  created  any  bonded  indebtedness.  The  company  ultimately  issued 
$28,000,000  of  common  and  $22,000,000  of  preferred  stock  and  $15,000,000 
of  first  mortgage  bonds.  The  actual  cost  of  the  road,  including  equipment — 
the  greater  piortion  of  which  was  built  by  the  Pullman  Car  Company  of  Chicago 
— is  stated  to  have  been  between  $25,000,000  and  $28,000,00(1  The  con- 
tract for  constructing  and  equipping  the  road  was  left  to  Brown,  Howard  A Co., 
of  Chicago. 

In  the  winter  of  1882-83,  a majority  of  the  stock  of  the  road  was  purchased 
in  Erie  by  William  H.  Vanderbilt  and  others  in  the  interest  of  the  Lake  Shore 
road,  and  it  has  since  been  run  in  harmony  with  that  line,  although  a sepa- 
rate organization  is  kept  up. 

The  puincipal  stations,  aside  from  Chicago  and  Buffalo,  are  Valparaiso,  Fort 
XVayne,  Fostoria,  Bellevue,  Cleveland,  Ashtabula,  Erie  and  Dunkirk.  Leaving 
Chicago,  or  rather  Grand  Crossing,  near  that  city,  the  line  runs  from  one  to 
eight  miles  south  of  and  generally  parallel  with  the  Pittsburgh,  Fort  Wayne  A 
Chicago  road  through  Valparaiso  to  Fort  Wayne,  and  thence  to  New  Haven, 
Ind.,  six  miles,  parallel  with  the  Wabash,  St.  Louis  A Pacific.  Between  Now 
Haven  and«Arcadia,  Ohio,  is  the  longest  tangent  on  the  road — 85  miles.  From 
Arcadia,  the  line  runs  to  the  northeast  through  Fostoria.  Green  Springs  and 
Bellevue  to  Cleveland.  Between  Cleveland  and  Buffalo,  the  road  is  south  of 
and  parallel  with  the  Lake  Shore  road,  the  tracks  being  in  places  almost  side 
by  side.  Passenger  trains  run  into  the  depot  of  the  Lake  Shore  road  in 
Chicago,  and  into  the  one  iu  Buffalo  occupied  by  the  New  Y^ork,  Buffalo  A 
Western  and  the  Lehigh  Valley.  The  pn'incipal  office  of  the  company  is  at 
Cleveland.  The  main  shops  are  at  Chicago.  Division  -shops  are  located  at 
Fort  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  Bellevue  and  Conueaut,  Ohio.  The  divisions  for 
engine  service  are;  Buffalo  to  Conneaut;  Conueaut  lo  Bellevue;  Bellevue  to 
Fort  Wayne;  Fort  TV  ayne  to  Chicago. 
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Instead  of  the  culverts  used  by  tlie  L.  S.  A:  M.  S,  road,  tliis  route  crosses 
the  gullies  of  the  lake  shore  stream?  by  iron  viaducts,  some  of  which  are  of 
mmsurd  height  and  length.  The  one  at  Cleveland  is  double  track,  3,000  feet 
lung,  and  00  to  70  feet  high,  including  a draw  ST>an  of  225  feet.  Below  is  a 
list  of  the  other  most  important  viaducts,  with  their  height  and  length  in  feet, 


and  cost: 

Lenght.  Height.  Cost. 

Eighteen  iMile  Creek,  N.  7 ^ 690  93  §17,000 

■\Vestfield,  X.  Y 502  62  13,000 

State  Line  of  Xew  York  & Pennsylvania 712  98. 6 27,236 

Swauville,  Penn 870  79  30,067 

Cirard,  Penn 1,470  34.8  53,341 

Springfield,  Penn 690  C8.4  21,021 

Coniieaut,  Ohio 1,320  53  40,492 

Aslitabula.  Ohio 822  92.8  36,163 

Painesville,  Ohio 1,310  87.5  60,637 

Rocky  River,  Ohio 670  80  16,500 


The  distances  by  this  road  are  as  follows:  .Buffalo  to  Erie,  S7.4S  miles; 
to  Cormeaut,  115.51  miles;  to  Cleveland,  183.79  miles;  to  Bellevue,  247.86 
miles;  to  Fort  Wayne,  370.63  miles;  to  Chicago,  524.74  miles. 

The  railroad  crosses  the  entire  county  from  east  to  west;  and  has  stations 
at  all  the  pviuci}’al  points  on  the  lake  shore.  From  the  western  border  of  Erie 
City  to  French  street  the  road  occupies  the  center  of  Nineteenth  street;  east 
of  that  it  diverges  slightly  to  the  south.  The  right  to  use  Nineteenth  street 
was  granted  by  the  city  authorities  upon  condition  that  the  road  should  be 
limited  to  a single  track;  that  it  should  be  laid  at  grade  with  the  street;  that 
the  company  should,  within  tw'O  years,  expend  8100,000  in  improvements 
within  the  city,  other  than  tracks;  that  the  city  should  be  indemnihed  from 
damages;  and  that  the  track  might  be  removed  at  the  cost  of  the  comoanv  if 
the  conditions  are  not  complied  with.  The  P.  k.  E.  li.  R.  officials  would  not 
allow  the  new  road  to  cross  their  tracks  at  grade,  and  a costly  trestlew'ork  had 
to  be  constructed  for  that  pui’po.se  near  the  east  line  of  the  cityn 

raOJECTEI^  RAILRO.A.DS. 

Books  were  opened  in  1830  for  subscriptions  to  build  a railroad,  twenty- 
three  miles  long,  from  Erie  to  the  State  line,  three  miles  east  of  Wattsburg, 
where  it  was  designed  to  connect  wuth  a branch  of  the  Erie  Railway.  The 
sclieme  was  to  make  Erie  the  terminus  of  the  latter  thoroughfare,  and  it  seems 
to  have  had  some  encouragement  from  the  management  of  that  corporation. 
When  the  Erie  & North  Esst  road  w*as  built,  the  project  was  abandoned. 

The  Erie  City  Railroad  Company  was  chartered,  in  1853,  to  build  a road 
from  Erie  to  some  point  on  the  State  line  in  North  East,  Greenfield  or  Y’enan- 
go  Towmships,  as  a connection  of  the  Eric  Railway.  Its  organization  was 
maintained  until  the  Atlantic  A Great  Western  road  was  completed,  when  the 
projectors  concluded  that  further  effort  to  induce  the  Erie  Railway  to  come  to 
the  harbor  of  Erie  would  be  useless. 

The  Erie  Southern  was  designed  to  give  Erie  a connection  with  the  N.  Y., 
P.  & O.  road  at  Cambridge,  and  the  Oil  Creek  road  at  Titusville,  opening 
up  a new  route,  by  way  of  McKean  and  Edinboro,  for  the  coal  and  oil  traffic. 
The  project  was  much  talked  of  about  1873,  considerable  subscriptions  were 
obtained,  and  the  city  voted  the  corporation  a block  of  water-lots,  besides 
the  right  of  way  on  Liberty  street.  A small  amount  of  digging  and  grading 
was  done  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  city,  when  the  enterprise  was  given 
up.  The  cost  of  building  the  road  (exclusive  of  equipment)  was  estimated  at 
$444,404.  It  is  twenty- six  and  four- tenths  miles  by  this  route  from  Erie  to 
Cambridge. 


m 


:?'i 


'.tTVJTJOO  JHM  iro  YMOrf^IK 


(V  ' ' 

'■■’t"  I,  . ® — iw  ' a/i, ' 'k.  " "'.IlfilWW 

,J<wl  n)  iU;^mt  .Idst^,  iwd?  .aiotibifiv  teoi»,  7(>ri4o  w6'1o  J 


.ftM”)  i, 

{ioo.rs^ 

0C>y,M 

tw>i0« 

i:w;8<j 

rto.jk 

Jfl-.O). 


■ J^^jfJi'-wfattsvi 
Oj(<i' 


, ;:i-  ' I ■ ■i^iV''f.B;>.-.'  .,'  I 

.> -k  .k'«i  V.-\^.  vw,\y » . j.,k  , /k^k'*  ,f»kSwjl*sW' 

’’  A'pft  ^ jjf&3i'  yTbi^  ^'r:t  iiatJB 

,.^\9  '..  ^ > t j/, ,.., -i  ’■••■•  ..  ».. 


«? 

SM 

m 

$» 


TiiOM 

mM 


Z:W 

r<te 


tS.| K'- ’ .onk««’/a . 

: 1W'  .,.  .it,..  * ,j, ...  .k , * ..,*\;piC:fi'.^;>y*jiiRf|.  > 

,ajK.-P.  ..._  , .,  ,r.  . :. 


■gtiJi!;,:,,. 

«ts.r>.. 

m 


,.4.*5 


ij.'f  "'  ' 

V .t.; 


* ’Tt‘'  vV  'S  ,'  f • f«P  I 

. ^..-  . ..  A.»l**  *V  j'5'*  .^38MS8;  ; 

.’orfT'V 

vV-i  r«*  qJ*  • ii«tt  J * ^rr  r fA#<%  f ^ ■'1^  ' » ■ _>  ' 


't.jJi-iry '#»♦  >-.4.*..^'^  *1#  k--l.  L ' *4^  « i ‘ 'ic*  •*  4...  ' il-_-  ..  ,.  'ji«P 


Jhovr'pt  4t»0'  milt  xM'JJo,!)  #ni^£N»;  fj^-''a^^'^:  MV«j;;tiih  MfT  > •»!;• ; 
<.n?rta  v>fcrj<J  Vm' i(t' 

JEmwi  ^ i«d)  ijc^fbaoo  «oqj/  aei^i h^Uu\r^\Hm^* 

^.«; , mMV^.  Wfi^do  SR 
<^/il  i>£iabiJi^>haxM- xA/3  . ^)J|''' attfi 

h vmrn<.>^  fidih  ^od^U  ^m  mkhS  .a^aflOMifr ; 

■■  ■’•^  ' - :. . .,.'v;  :.  . . ..  ' ■'  A;:.  ■,  . .1 


'ir3yo;aton«' 


1..,' 


-vhj(JV/£  fclWfJ  .61  i>sn»c«  «aav?  JtJflfiflE  1'’*^ 

,8;xud»<;tts/r  6^.(1  wo-ijl  >lW 


.0OfJ  jT#  *’VT/i!'(A  . .4 r'.tfr A'w’%. An# ' 6l< ' 'll. v i ' f.  ' S\.^^ 


,.y  ‘Mj  rfitw  «6ji.wn^  isurr-'  ■ 


.pmpxJ,Iro;  ^ a 


•fistUf^d  fcap  ^Udwido 

jiaii^fl'ig  5w  ; h ptfOcm  ,ttjWK«  A ' . t.h&U  o6  vx  ?/  16  ItiafCeifl 

'5i«tW  rt^A  i-  k*ll4.  - _f  .1  ft'..  k . . "^  < ■«.,'  ^ nV  *-  •’ 

liS 

61 


Jffi;  '.’SH»A"';!!  “'i*'  W?ll.V.- 


*!*■# 


4i4 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


Tho  latest  railroad  projected  is  one  from  Eric  to  MiU  Village  via  Vraterford. 
the  jmrpose  being  also  to  secure  a connectioB  witii  the  New  York,  Pennsylva- 
nia cV  Ohio.  Sr.rveys  inade  by  Col.  Irvin  Camp,  in  18SH—S3,  devolo])ed  the 
fact  lhat  the  Icnglh  of  the  pro]>osed  road  would  I'O  but  nineteen  miles  from  the 
depot  at  Erie  to  the  one  at  YLill  \hHage.  The  route  surveyed  is  as  follows; 
Commenciiig  at  the  mouth  of  Ijittlc  Cascade  Creek  in  Erie;  thence  by  the  liins 
of  Libortv  socet  to  r.Gar  the  base  of  Nicholson's  Hill;  thence  curving  cast- 
wardly  along  the  wc.-t  bird':'  of  Mill  Ch'f'C’k  to  the  Shunpikc;  thence  by  ilreVal- 
nut  Creel.',  LoBceuf  Creek  and  French  Creek  Valleys  to  the  terminus.  It  is 
claimed  for  thi.<  route  that  the  grades  are  lighter  than  by  that  proposed  by  the 
Erie  Southern.  The  cost  for  grading  the  roarl  bed  and  laying  rails  is  estimated 
at  S330,S'4.5. 


CIlAPl’EE  XX.I11. 

IMvs.fciAN'.s  .VXD  Dentists. 

1 hP.  .JOHN  C.  AVALLACE.  the  first  and  for  a nuraher  of  years  the  only 
XA  resident  physician  in  the  county,  settled  at  Eric  about  1802,  after  a serv- 
ice of  some  nine  years  as  a Surgeon  in  the  Pnited  States  Army,  lie  was  Colonel 
of  the  Erie  regiment  of  rniliiia  during  the  war  with  Cd'oat  Britain,  and 
assisted  in  cariijg  fr.r  the  voi;nded  in  the  hos]>itaI  at  Ei  ie.  after  Perry’s  victory. 
He  continued  in  the  practice  of  medicine  nearly  to  the  day  of  bis  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  Sth  of  December,  1827.  Dr.  AV.  A.  Wallace  succeeded  to  a 
large  share  of  his  practice. 

Dr.  Piava  Thayer  located  in  Erie  about  iSll,  au.d  was  joined  in  a short 
time  by  his  brother.  Dr.  AibcTt  Thaycu-.  They  roisided  on  Federal  Plill  and 
their  practice  extended  over  a good  part  of  the  county.  The  latter  was  the 
father  and  ]jreceptor  of  the  present  Dr.  Thayer,  of  South  Erie, 

Dr.  -Isa  Coltriu  settled  in  Erie  about  IS  15,  and  continued  in  ^macticc  there 
until  his  death  iti  November,  1S24.  The  next  physician  in  Erie  was  Dr.  Peter 
Christie,  who  was  a Surgeon  in  the  United  States  Navy.  He  had  an  extensive 
general  practice  when  not  engaged  in  his  ulticial  duties. 

The  list  of  Erie  physicians  was  increased  by  tho  arrival  of  Dr.  AVilliam 
•Johns  in  1S22.  and  by  Drs.  Taber  and  Elijah  Peebe  in  1N25.  All  of  these  re- 
mained until  their  decease. 

Dr.  l^eter  E'aulkner  located  in  South  Erie  in  1825.  and  soon  entered  i:poi' 
an  extensive  practice.  After  a time  he  changed  to  Crawford  County,  but 
returned  to  Erie  in  1848.  His  .sons.  Drs.  William  ami  Ih.bert  Faulkner,  are 
both  in  practice  in  the  city. 

Dr.  Jacob  A'o'^burg  reached  Erie  the  same  year  as  Dr.  Faulkner,  and  Dr. 
Sanford  Dickinson,  who  had  practiced  in  AVattsbnrg  a short  time,  removed  to 
Erie  in  IS  IO. 

Outside  of  Erie,  the  earliest  physician  of  whom  we  can  !ea)-n  was  Dr, 
James  Smedley,  who  located  in  North  East  at  an  early  day.  Dr.  Ira  Sherwin 
made  his  home  in  Harbor  Creek  in  1825,  and  Dr.  AV.  T.  Bradley  in  Wcstley- 
ville  about  1840.  Dr.  Pufus  Hills  practiced  in  Girard  from  an  early  date  un- 
til 1830,  when  he  changed  to  Erie.  He  wa.s  obliged  to  al>andon  the  practice, 
and  removed  to  Pittsburgh,  where  he  died.  Dr.  M.  C.  Kellogg  practiced  in 
connection  with  Dr.  Ajoshurg  at  Erie  until  1831,  when  he  changed  to  Girard. 
He  died  in  Albion,  to  which  place  he  had  removed  in  1855. 
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LIST  OF  r.EGISTEREP  IHiSICT Ai^S. 

The  law  of  Pennsvlvania  proviiles  that  every  |)erson  engaged  in  the  regiilar 
practice  of  medicine  or  surgery  shall  boa  graduate  of  a legally  chartered 
medical  collego  or  university,  and  have  his  diploma  registered  in  the  Pro- 
tlionotary's  ohice  of  the  county  where  he  resides.  In  case  the  dijiloma  has 
been  lost,  a certihed  copy  of  the  same  may  be  presented,  or,  if  not  obtainable, 
the  party  may  uirdo.'  atudavi:  to  the  fact,  with  the  naiue.s  of  the  professors 
whose  lecture.?  he  attended.  Exception  is  made  in  the  case  of  physiciaiis 
who  have  been  in  contimrous  practice  within  this  commonwealth  since 
1871.  Tliese  are  allowed  to  cotrtinne  in  ]U'actice,  bnt  must  appear  before  the 
Prothonolary  and  make  affidavit  to  that  effect.  The  y)unislnneut  for  failure  to 
register,  or  for  presenting  a fraudulent  diploma,  or  making  a false  statement, 
of  practicing  in  violation  of  the  act,  is  01oO  for  each  offense,  or  imprisonment 
in  the  county  jail  for  a term  not  exceeding  one  year,  at  the  option  of  the  court. 
r>elow  is  a list  of  the  physicians  who  registered  in  the  ITothonotary’s  office  of 
this  county  between  June,  liSl,  and  September  IT,  1S83,  wiiai  the  years  v.hen 
they  graduated: 

ERIE. 

Charles  Aichner,  Pniversity  of  Basil.  Switzerland,  1S57. 

1’.  Barkey,  I'niversity  of  Jledicine'aod  Sui'gery.  Philadelphia,  Penn..  lS'7i. 

J.  Q.  H.  Ba.ssett.  practiced  a number  of  years.  Diploma  destroyed  in 
Chicago  hie. 

Charles  Braudes,  practice  since  1S45. 

Mrs.  E.  S.  Burnham,  practice  for  twenty  years. 

Linnie  Burnham,  Electropathic  Institute  of  Binghampton,  N.  Y. , 1S7'.). 

E.  P.  Banning.  .Sr.,  College  of  Medicine  at  Evaasvide.  Ind. 

Jeannette  Caldwell,  Homceopathif  College,  New  York  City,  1S76. 

J.  S,  Carter,  practice  since  iSdth 

J.  T.  Clark.  National  Medical  College.  Washington,  D.  C.,  1S7U. 

Y’’.  K.  Cleveland.  Univer-ity  of  the  City  of  New  Pork.  ISGO;  New  York 
Ojihtbalmic  Hospital.  iSGi);  Bellevue  Hospital,  186’J,  and  .Homeopathic  Med- 
ical Board  of  Canada.  1809. 

Edward  Cranch,  I'niversity  of  Georgetown,  D.  O.,  1873. 

J.  C.  IT.  Drake.  Hahnemann  Yledical  Colleiye,  Chicago,  ISSO. 

Michael  C.  Duimigau.  Bellevue  Medical  College,  New  York  City.  1875. 

Martin  Ernst,  attended  lectures  upon  surgery  by  Prof.  Buntz,  at  Delbmge, 
Gennany;  diploma  lost. 

7V.  C.  Evans.  '\'estern  Pieservo  College,  Cleveland.  Ohio,  1S54. 

Robert  Faulkner,  Homoeopathic  Medical  Collego.  Now  York  City,  1807. 

Y'illiam  Faulkner.  Geneva  Medical  College,  Geneva.  N.  Y. , 1842. 

Eugene  B.  Fletcher,  Cleveland  Medical  College,  1S79. 

John  F.  Flint.  I'niversity  of  ^Michigan.  Ann  Arbor,  ISSl. 

A.  A,  Freeman,  University  of  Buffalo.  1870. 

Charles  A.  French.  dVestern  Reserve  College,  Cleveland,  1870. 

Henry  F.  Garey.  Washington  I'niversity.  Baltimore.  1870. 

George  A.  Garries,  7\'estern  Reserve  Medical  College.  Cleveland,  ISSl. 

E.  D.  Gates.  University  I’ictoria  College,  Medical  Department,  1859. 

E.  \V.  Germer,  Medical  College  of  Yienna,  also  certiticate  from  Freiljurg 
University. 

Thomas  H.  Gray.University  of  Michigan,  1871. 

Amos  S.  Gregory.  Union  College  of  iModicine  and  Surgery,  Philadelphia, 
Penn.,  1872. 
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Peter  Hall,  practice  since  1S44. 

John  M.  Lewis,  Bellevue  Ztledical  College,  New  York  City,  18S0. 

A..  S.  lioveit,  Ann  Ai'bor.  Michigan,  University  of  Michigan. 

Susanna  IMeyor,  practice  for  llfteen  years. 

'William  Nick,  practice  since  1S59. 

H.  C.  Nick,  practice  since  1SG7. 

A.  Z.  Eamiail,  Cniveisitv  of  Michigan,  Anii  Arbor,  1804. 

David  P.  Kobbius,  Pnivorsity  of  Michigan. 

Nelson  Seymour,  practice  for  thirty-live  years. 

James  E.  Silliman,  Jefi'erson  Aledical  College,  Philadelphia,  1874. 

Byron  A.  Smith,  practice  since  1806. 

Mrs.  Jane  A.  Smith,  practice  since  1805. 

H.  A.  Spencer,  Western  Reserve  College,  Cleveland.  Ohio,  1851. 

J.  L.  Stewart,  University  of  Pennsylvania.  Philadel[Uia,  Penn.,  1848. 
Chester  Wh  Stranahan.  Jefi;er.son  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia,  1807. 

D.  K.  Strickland,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1 803. 

Jones  tl.  Seward.  Aledical  College  of  Ohio  at  Cincinnati,  1883. 

Alvin  Thayer,  practice  since  1845. 

Robert  D.  Tipple,  IJomceopathic  College  of  Cleveland,  1878. 

G.  S.  Tnbb.s,  practice  since  ISlO. 

George  Ulrich,  German  Medical  College,  Germany,  1860. 

Richard  H.  Wallcer,  Aledical  Department  of  WMoster  University  of  Cleve- 
land, Ohio,  1S79. 

Mil.'-.  A.  B.  Woodj,  YvMmen’s  Yledical  College  of  Pennsylvania,  1870. 
Arthur  A.  5V'oods,  Miami  Medicrd  College,  Cincinnati,  1876. 

Mary  A.  B.  Woods,  Western  Homceopathic  College,  Cleveland,  Ohio,  1804. 
Anna  Pre.sley,  Eloctropathic  Institute  of  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  7,  18S2. 

COERV. 

Almou  S.  Bonsteel,  Bellevue  Hospial  College,  New  York  City,  1872. 

S.  R.  Breed,  continuous  practice  since  1850. 

Reuben  Brinker,  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  1851. 

Charles  Adams  Bush,  practice  since  1871. 

John  B.  Chace,  American  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

D.  E.  DeRoss,  Eclectic  College  of  Cincinnati,  1875. 

G.  A.  Elston,  Medical  Department  of  University  of  New  York,  ISSO. 

H.  G.  Fay,  Medical  Society  of  Steuben  Co.,  N.  Y.,  certificate  dated  1875. 
Daniel  D.  Franklin,  Eclectic  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  1S50. 

Flora  Hayward  Stanford,  Boston  University. 

Emma  L.  Jordan,Eclectic  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  1879. 

C.  B.  Kibler,  University  of  Buffalo,  1870. 

H.  O.  Alackres,  University  of  Buffalo,  1807, 

B.  H.  Phelps,  Cleveland  5ledical  College,  1871. 

Manhattan  Pickett,  Medical  College  of  Buffalo,  1809. 

Joseph  R.  Phillips,  Homceopathic  Hospital  College  at  Cleveland. 

D.  C.  Storer,  practiced  medicine  and  surgery  since  1862. 

Henry  S.  Tanner.  Eclectic  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati,  1859. 

J.  E.  Weeks,  University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor. 

m’kean.- 

P.  P.  Fisher,- College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore,  1881. 

D.  R.  5\  aggouer,  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  1872. 

John  5Y.  Jarvis,  Aliddleboro,  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  5Iich.,  1869. 
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WATTSBUEG. 

D.  T.  Be-nnett,  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Franklin, 
1S76. 

Samuel  F.  Olaapin.  A"ale  Medical  College,  1S59. 

G.  Thickstun,  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College,  New  York  City,  1804. 
'William  C.  Tracy,  Harvard  IMedica!  College,  Boston,  Mass.,  March  7,  1860. 

BAIKVIEW. 

M.  B.  Satterlee,  University  of  New  Y’ork  City,  1879. 

M.  A.  niillai'd.  University  of  ButTalo,  1873. 

GIRABD. 

G.  Ely,  Geneva  Yledical  College,  Geneva,  N.  Y’’. , 1840. 

T.  J.  Kellogg,  practice  since  1836 

A.  K.  Smith,  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  1853. 

I.  N.  Taylor,  E^niversity  of  Pennsylvania.  Philadelphia,  i860. 

Helen  M.  AVeeks,  Homceopathic  College,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

UNION  CITY. 

O.  L.  Abbey.  University  of  Buffalo,  1863. 

Stephen  E.  Davis,  practice  since  1872. 

Mrs.  S.  B.  Davis,  practice  since  1872. 

Curtis  N.  Goucher,  Medical  Department  of  the  Western  Reserve  College  of 
Hudson,  Ohio.  ISTO. 

James  F.  Read,  practice  since  1838. 

L.  D.  Rockwell,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Philadelphia,  1874. 

Alfred  C.  Sherwood,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1873. 

Ernest  B.  Smith,  Cleveland  Homoeopathic  Hospital  College,  1882. 

NORTH  EAST. 

John  K.  Griffin,  University  of  Buffalo,  1865. 

L.  G.  Hall,  Medical  University  of  Buffalo,  1850. 

A.  B.  Heard,  Detroit  Medical  College,  1872. 

D.  D.  Loop,  University  of  Buffalo,  1865. 

Burton  H.  Putnam,  University  of  Buffalo. 

A.  J.  Sears,  University  of  AVooster,  Cleveland,  1878. 

George  B.  Stillman,  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  Baltimore,  1880. 
Mullin  A.  AA'ilson,  Nev\'  York  Homceopathic  Medical  College,  New  Y"ork 
City. 

ALBION. 

P.  D.  Flower,  Philadelphia  University  of  Aledicine  and  Surgery,  1869. 

O.  Logan,  practice  for  twentv-five  years.  Aledical  University  of  Buffalo, 
1882. 

James  S.  Skeels,  AAUstem  Reserve  Aledical  College,  at  Hudson,  Ohio,  1818. 

WATERFORD. 

T.  AY.  Barton.  Biift’alo  Medical  College,  1862. 

John  AAA  Bowman,  Cleveland  Medical  College,  1859. 

Frank  L.  Clemens,  Jefferson  Aledical  College,  Philadelphia,  1881. 

SPRINGFIELD. 

George  Ellis,  East  SpringtlGld,  Hudson  Medical  College  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
1869. 
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Cliarlos  N.  Moore,  East  Sprlngoold,  Hvgia  Therapeutic  College,  N.  Y., 

1804. 

Lamarr  V.  Kuai)p,  West  SpringlielJ,  Buffalo  Medical  College,  1873. 

Joseph  R.  lie'.velt,  Spiingtieid  Tovenship,  practice  since  1805. 

John  Eoss,  '.Vest  .Springiield,  practice  since  1800. 

O.  0.  Biakeslee,  AVest  Springliold,  College  of  Phy.sicians  and  Surgeons  of 
Baltimore,  1SS2. 

Eanson  C.  Sloan,  East  Sp>ring6eld,  Buffalo  Ivledical  College,  1800. 

EDINBOEO. 

George.  M.  Cole,  Eclectic  College  of  Cincinnati,  1881. 

AYillard  Greenfield,  practice  for  twenty-eight  years. 

Truman  Havvkins,  Medical  Department  of  AYestorn  Reserve  Univorsitv^ 
1850. 

S.  B.  Hotchkiss,  Bellevue  Hospital  Aledical  College,  New  Y’ork  City,  1871. 
Henry  R.  Terry.  Jefl’erson  Medical  College  Philadelphia,  1803. 

Joseph  C.  AA'ilson,  Starling  Aledical  College,  Columbus,  Ohio,  1851. 

Frank  G-.  Greenfield,  Aliami  Medical  College,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Alareh  1882 

MILL  VILLAGE. 

William  P.  Biles,  Eclectic  Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati,  1879. 

John  PI.  Kirk.  Eniversity  of  Michigan.  Ann  Arbor,  1875. 

G.  AA".  AA'ilson,  pracfce  since  ISGO. 

John  J.  Sharp,  University  of  the  City  of  New  Alork,  March  3,  1883. 

OTHER  I.OCALIT1ES. 

H.  E.  Hayes,  Amity  Township,  practice  since  1801. 

J.  L.  Bennett,  East  Greene,  practice  for  twenty  one  years. 

Johnson  AA'right,  Franklin  Township,  Plomceopathic  Hospital  College, 
Cleveland,  1873. 

Barker  A.  Skinner,  Elgin,  University  of  AA'ooster,  1878. 

George  AVright,  Lockport,  Homoeopathic  Hospital  College, Cleveland,  1871. 
AV.  Blakeslee,  Concord  Township,  practice  since  1846. 

M.  B.  Cook,  Harbor  Creek,  Cleveland  Medical  College,  1877. 

James  G.  Leffing’well,  Allies  Grove,  Alichigan  University,  Ann  Arbor,  1873. 
AI.  AI.  Aloore,  AYesleyville,  practice  since  1852. 

ATartin  Ah  B.  Johnson,  AA^elksburg.  Aledical  College  of  Ohio,  Cincinnati, 

1805. 

AY.  L.  Shawk,  Harbor  Creek,  AA'estern  Reserve  University  of  Ohio,  P'ebru- 
ary,  1883. 

Alaiy  Steward,  AVellsburg,  University  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  Philadel- 
phia, 1878. 

Charles  G.  Aliller,  Harbor  Creek,  practice  “since  before  1871.” 

Mother’  matters. 

The  first  Erie  Couuty  Aledical  Society  was  organized  in  1829,  with  the 
following  officers:  President,  AYilliam  Johns;  A'ice  President,  A.  Thayer; 

Secretary.  F.  AA'.  Aliller;  Treasurer,  A.  Beebe;  Censors,  J.  Sinedley,  Jacob 
Vosburg,  A.  N.  Alolton. 

The  present  Aledical  Society  of  Erie  County  was  established  in  1841,  and 
has  the  same  organization  as  the  old  society.  Its  regular  meetings  are  held 
on  the  third  Tuesdays  of  January,  April,  July  aud  October. 
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DKNTISTS. 

The  earliest  dentist  of  whom  v,’e  can  learn  was  a traveling  man  who  stopped 
in  Erie  for  a ...hort  time  in  1S2P).  Ho  made  a set  of  false  teeth  for  the  wife  of 
Kov.  Dr.  \Vha!lon,  who  was  the  first  wmman  in  the  county  to  enjoy  that  sort 
of  a luxury.  A dentist  by  the  name  of  O.  N.  Sage  practiced  in  Erie  several 
years.  The  first  permanent  deuti.st  was  Dr.  O.  N.  Elliott,  who  settled  in  Erie 
'about  1840.  The  next  was  Dr.  \V.  E.  Magill.  Both  of  these  gentleman  are 
still  in  practice  in  the  city. 

The  dentists  of  the  county  who  have  registered  under  the  Act  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly,  passed  April  17,  lS7b,  and  amended  May  17,  1883,  are  givenmn 
the  following  list: 

F.  H.  Abell,  practiced  in  Erie  (except  for  eight  mouths  in  1878)  for  the 
past  sixteen  years. 

Henry  B.  Blair,  Corry,  practiced  twenty-six  years. 

F.  H.  Lawrence.  Lniou  City,  practiced  nine  years. 

IV.  E.  Magill,  Erie,  practiced  twenty  years. 

J.  H.  Devore,  diploma  of  the  Philadelphia  Dental  College. 

Andrew'  McPherson,  Erie,  pi'acticed  eight  years, 

T.  J.  Elliott,  Erie,  practiced  eight  years. 

L.  Essick,  Erie,  practiced  twenty  yeai's. 

George  B.  McDonald,  diploma  from  the  Philadelphia  Dental  College. 

G.  F.  McDonald,  Girard,  practiced  nine  years. 

O.  L.  Elliott,  Erie,  practiced  thirty-six  years. 

Perry  A.  Gibson,  diploma  from  the  State  Fniversity  of  Iowa. 

Y.  D.  Gibson,  Edinboro,  practiced  tw'elve  years. 

J.  H.  Gifford,  East  Springtiold,  practiced,  ten  years. 

Lamer  Battles,  diploma  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 

G.  J.  Mead,  Erie,  practiced  fifteen  years. 

E.  R.  Allen,  Girard,  practiced  nineteen  years. 

J.  H.  Nelson.  North  East,  practiced  fourteen  years. 

M.  0.  Burgess,  Erie,  practiced  eleven  years. 

0.  H.  Harvey,  Erie,  practiced  fifteen  years. 

S.  R.  Bryant,  7Vaterford,  j:)racticed  fifteen  years. 

Frank  C.  Callaghan,  diploma  from  the  Indiana  Dental  College. 

T.  D.  Ingersoll.  Erie,  practiced  ten  years, 

Edward  E.  Gifi’ord,  Corry,  practiced  nineteen  years. 


CHAPTER  XX I Y. 

Schools,  Ac.4demies,  Etc. 

IN  founding  the  colony  of  Pennsylvania,  William  Penn  declared  that  wis- 
dom and  virtue  “must  be  carefully'  propagated  by  a virtuous  education  of 
youth.”  To  make  this  precept  more  emphatic,  he  provided  in  his  frame  of 
Government  for  the  infant  commonwealth  that  the  Governor  and  Council 
should  “ erect  and  order  public  schools.”  The  wise  example  of  the  founder 
was  followed  by'  the  heroes  of  the  Revolution,  in  framing  the  Constitution  of 
.1770,  with  a recpiirement  that  “ a school  or  schdols  shall  be  established  in 
each  county.”  The  Constitr.tiou  of  1790  went  still  further  by'  declaring  that 
the  Legislature  might  provide  for  the  establishment  of  schools  throughout  the 
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State  “ iu  such  manuor  that  t]ie  j)Oor  may  be  taught  gratis.”  Xotsvithstaiul- 
iug  tliese  noble  declarations,  little  progress  toward  the  schooling  of  th.e  masses 
was  effected  unti)  a cevupavati vely  recent  period.  Generous  endowments  vrere 
made  by  the  iState  to  collcgus  and  academies,  but  the  idea  of  “common, schools,” 
open  alike  to  rich  a7id  poor,  and  supported  at  the  public  expense  by  a system 
of  equal  taxation,  was  slovc  in  winning  the  approval  of  property  owners.  “Pay 
schools.”  in  which  the  children  were  trained  for  a moderate  compensation, 
W'ore  common,  however,  almost  every  district  having  one  or  more,  according  to 
its  population.  The  primary  schools  in  Erie  County,  up  to  1834,  were  all  of 
this  character. 

As  early  as  1S21,  Gov.  Heister,  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature,  declared 
it  to  be  “ an  imperative  duty  to  introduce  aud  support  u liberal  system  of  edu- 
cation, connected  with  some  general  religious  instruction.”  Gov.  ShuUxe’s 
message  to  the- Legislature  of  1827  contained  this  passage;  “Among  the 
injunctious  of  the  Constitution,  there  is  none  more  intere.sting  than  that  which 
enjoins  it  as  a duty  on  the  Legislature  to  jirovide  for  the  education  of  the  poor 
throughout  the  commonwealth.”  In  182S,  the  same  executive  stated  in  his 
annual  message  that  he  could  not  forbear  from  “again  calling  attention  to  the 
subject  of  y>ublic  education.  To  devise  mec.ns  for  the  e.stablishmoiit  of  a fund 
and  the  adoption  of  a plan  by  which  the  blessings  of  the  more  necessary 
branches  of  education  should  be  conferrtid  on  every  family  withiu  our  borders 
would  be  every  way  worthy  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania.” 

ITie  first  practical  step  in  the  direction  of  a common  school  system  for 
Pennsylvauia  was  taken  when  George  'Wolf,  of  Nortlramplon  County,  was 
elected  Governor  iu  1829.  The  question  of  public  schools  entered  largely  into 
the  canvass  preceding  liis  election,  aud  the  Democratic  leaders  were  generally 
pledged  to  some  sort  of  a measure  for  the  purpose.  In  a speech  delivered 
daring  the  campaign,  -James  Buchan au  said:  “If  ever  the  passion  of  envy 

could  be  excused  in  a man  ambitious  of  true  glory,  he  might  almost  be  justified 
in  envying  the  fame  of  that  favored  individual,  wlioever  he  may  be,  whom 
Providence  intends  to  nraks  the  instrument  in  estaldisuing  common  schools 
throughout  the  commonwealth.”  Gov.  Wolf’s  inaugural  address  took  strong 
ground-in  favor  of  the  educatiou  of  the  masse.s,  and  the  Legislature  of  1830, 
in  accordance  with  his  recommendation,  set  apart  a sum  of  money  to  be  [)laced 
at  interest  and  used  at  some  future  ]»eriod  iu  establishing  a common  school 
system.  This  did  not  satisfy  the  Governor,  vi'ho  was  one  of  the  most  progres- 
sive men  of  his  day,  and  he  continued  to  urge  the  free  school  idea  until  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  1S34-35.  The  original  law  made  it  optional  with  each 
township,  ward  aud  borough  to  adopt  the  system. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  there  was  violent  opposition  to  the  measure  iu 
some  parts  of  the  State.  The  per.sous  interested  iu  colleges,  academies  and 
pay  schools  objected  to  it  llii-ough  fear  of  a loss  to  their  revenues;  the  wealthy 
and  the  snobbish  disliked  it  because  they  did  not  want  their  children  to  mix 
with  the  “vulgar  herd;”  the  penurious  dreaded  an  increase  of  taxation;  and  a 
hundred  objections  were  urged  that  seem  too  absurd  now  for  any  reasonable 
person  ever  to  have  believed.  At  the  ensuing  session,  amotion  for  the  repeal 
of  the  law  was  oli’ered  by  John  Strohm,  of  Lancaster  County,  and  eloquently 
opposed  by  Thaddeus  Stevens,  then  a llepreseutati ve  from  Adams.  Mr. 
Stevens  closed  his  remarks  with  this  thrilling  seutonco:  “ If  the  ojvponont  of 

education  were  my  most  intimate  per.soual  and  political  friend,  aud  the  free  school 
candidate  my  most  obnoxious  enemy,  I should  deem  it  my  duty  as  a patriot,  at 
this  moment  of  our  intellectual  crisis,  to  foi’get  all  other  considerations,  and  I 
should  place  myself  unhesitatingly  and  cordially  in  the  ranks  of  him  whose 
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liat'.ner  streams  ill  lig-iit.’’  Col.  Forney  used  to  relate  that  after  this  speech, 
Mr.  .Stevens  visited  the  Executive  Chamber  by  invitation  of  Gov.  Wolf,  when 
the  latter  *•  threw  his  arms  about  his  neck,  and,  with  tearful  eyes  and  broken 
voice,  th.'iiiked  him  for  the  great  service  ho  had  rendered  to  our  common 
humanity.’’  The  bill  was  saved,  but  was  improved  and  ujaile  more  acceptable 
diu'ing  the  administration  of  Gov.  Ritner.  w'ho  succeeded  Gov.  AVolf.  Proba- 
bly no  one  man  did  more  effective  service  in  building  up  the  system  than 
Thomas  H.  Burrowes,  who  was  Gov.  Ritner's  Secretary  of  State,  and,  as  such, 
official  head  of  the  School  Department,  During  Ritner’s  administration  the 
annual  State  appropriation  was  increased  from  $75,000  to  $400,000,  and  the 
number  of  scliools  to  5,000. 

The  act  passed  in  1S40  made  the  adoption  of  the  system  obligatory  through- 
out the  State.  Tlie  law  of  1S54,  providing  for  County  Superintendents, 
teachers’  examinations,  and  other  important  measures,  was  prepared  by  Hon. 
H.  L.  Dieffeubach,  of  Clinton  County,  acting  head  of  the  School  Department, 
with  the  assistance  of  Gov.  Bigler  and  Secretary  of  State  Charles  A.  Black. 
After  that  came  the  normal  school  act  of  1857,  making  a complete  system,  and 
giving  to  Pennsylvania  the  proud  and  conceded  pre-eminence  of  having  the 
best  school  laws  in  the  Enion. 

THE  COUKTV  SCHOOLS. 

For  several  years  after  the  county  was  established,  the  population  was  too 
small  and  sparse  to  sustain  more  than  a few  schools.  These  were  wholly  pri- 
vate, parents  paying  the  teachers  a stated  sum  for  each  of  their  children  who 
attended.  The  first  school  of  which  a record  can  be  found  was  e.stablished  in 
Waterford  about  1800;  at  Manchester  in  Fairview  Township  in  1804;  at  Erie 
in  1806;  at  Union  m 1820,  and  at  Phillijisville  in  1828.  Othens  were  opened 
at  an  early  date,  ou  Federal  Hill,  within  the  present  limits  of  Erie;  on  the 
Joseph  Eagley  place  in  Springfield;  and,  through  the  agency  of  Charles  J. 
Reed,  in  Mill  Creek  Township.  The  earliest  school  buildings  in  AVaterford  and 
Erie  were  erected  in  ISUO  and  1806  respectively,  being  built  by  the  free  con- 
tributions of  the  citizens.  By  1812,  almost  every  village  and  township  had 
one  or  more  “ pay  ” schools.  These  were  increased  by  degrees  so  that  when 
the  law  of  1834  went  into  force  it  found  every  district  fairly  well  supplied 
with  educational  facilities.  The  school  buildings  were  generally  put  up  by 
calling  together  the  citizens  interested,  on  a certain  dav.  with  their  teams  and 
wagons,  to  raise  and  cover  the  structure.  They  were  built  of  logs  in  almost 
every  instance,  and  were  usually  very  poorly  arranged  and  ventilated.  The 
“schoolmasters,  " as  they  were  called,  were  plain  men,  who  made  no  p>reten- 
sion  to  a knowledge  of  more  than  the  rudimentary  branches.  Tliey^  believed 
in  the  use  of  the  rod,  and  applied  it  with  vigor  for  every  small  offense.  A 
ready  knowledge  of  “the  three  R's” — Readin’,  ’Ritin  and  ’Rithinetic — was  all 
that  was  supposed  to  be  necessary  for  the  average  boy  and  girl. 

SCHOOL  BOOKS,  ETC. 

The  school  books  most  universally^  used  in  the  beginning  were  AVebster’s 
and  Byerly’s  Spelling  Books,  the  English  Reader  and  Daboll’s  Arithmetic. 
The  teacher  was  expected  to  be  a good  penman  and  to  be  able  to  “ set  the 
copy  ” himself.  There  were  no  rules  for  writing,  and  the  pupil  was  obliged 
to  follow,  as  nearly  as  he  could,  the  handwriting  of  the  master.  A better  class 
of  books  came  in  at  a later  date,  including  Cobb’s  Spelling  Book,  Goodrich’s, 
Parley’s  and  Alitchell's  Geographies:  I’arley’s  and  Mitchell's  Histories;  the 
First,  Secouil  and  Third  Reaikws;  Smith's  Grammar,  and  Davies’  Arithmetics. 
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If  the  children  of  this  generation  wi>h  to  know  something  of  the  hardships 
through  wliicli  their  parents  struggled  to  get  a little,  book  knowledge,  let  them 
hunt  i;p  some  of  the  old  works  here  named,  if  they  can  bo  found,  and  com- 
pare them  with  the  ones  now  in  use.  Cobb’s  Spelli)ig  Book  was  introduced  into 
this  section  in  1S27.  The  copyright  for  one-half  of  the  State  of  Pennsylva- 
nia v/as  purchased  by  Joseph  M.  Sterrett  and  Oliver  Sj)afford,  who  published 
the  work  in  Erie  for  many  years,  realizing  a snug  profit  fi'om  the  enterprise. 
Mr.  Spafford  at  one  time  also  published  the  “ English  Pieader.” 

Erie  County  was  one  of  the  foremost  in  taking  advantage  of  the  conunon 
school  law.  The  act  rerinired  that  the  directors  of  each  county  should  meet 
annually  in  convention  with  the  County  Commissioners  and  determine  the 
amount  of  school  tax  to  be  raised.  The  tirst  convention  for  this  purpose  was 
held  in  the  court  house  soon  after  the  pas.sage  of  the  law,  a.ud  was  attended  by 
representatives  from  every  district  in  the  county.  A levy  of  $2,000  vras  voted 
unanimously,  and  the  people  were  requested  to  decide  by  vote  whether  an  addi- 
tional sum  should  be  raised  in  the  several  districts.  The  directors  in  each  dis- 
trict were  authorized  to  levy  a tax  in  addition  to  the  county  appropriation,  but 
it  would  seem  from  the  above  action  that  they  had  a delicacy  about  exercising 
their  power  without  consulting  the  tax-payers — an  example  that  is  commended 
to  the  imitation  of  some  officials  of  the  present  day.  An  extra  tax  of  $1,000 
was  voted  in  Erie,  the  active  spirits  in  having  it  done  being  E.  Babbitt,  George 
Kellogg,  Dr.  A'iliiam  Johns  and  William  Kelly.  In  a few  years,  the  lav/ was 
changed  so  as  to  leave  the  amount  of  tax  to  be  designated  by  the  directors  of 
the  several  districts,  in  which  shape  it  still  remains. 

The  tirst  convention  for  the  choice  of  a County  Superintendent  was  held  in 
Erie  in  1854.  William  II.  Armstrong  was  elected  at  a salary  of  $S00  per  year. 


SPELLIXO  SCHOOLS. 

The  spelling  school  was  a once  jiopular  instil  ution,  in  both  town  and 
country.  As  usually  conducted,  the  pupils  of  the  district  school  would  assem- 
ble ou  some  winter  evening  and  choose  two  of  tlie  liest  spellers  for  leaders, 
who,  in  turn,  would  select  from  six  to  a dozen  others  on  each  side.  These 
would  range  themselves  iu  standing  rows  on  opposite  sides  of  the  building, 
and  the  teacher  or  some  other  competent  per.son  would  give  out  the  words  to  be 
spelled  from  a book  that  bad  been  agreed  upon.  The  pupil  who  missed  a word 
had  to  take  his  seat  immediately,  and  the  exercise  coutiuued  until  but  ouo  of 
the  contestants  remained  upon  the  floor,  who  became  the  hero  of  the  occasion. 
Sometimes  hrJ.f  a dozen  spelling  matclies  would  occur  in  an  evening.  Two 
neighboring  schools  would  often  mef>t  in  rivalry,  and  the  event  would  be  the 
talk  of  the  ueighberhood  for  a month  or  so.  In  many  districts,  the  spelling 
school  was  the  regular  winter  amusement,  old  and  young  attending,  and  all 
looking  forward  to  the  evening  with  an  interest  that  cannot  bo  described.  The 
spelling  match  was  not  the  only  kind  of  a match  that  grew  out  of  this  custom, 
as  many  worthy  fathers  and  mothers  will  testify. 

ACAUEMIES,  ETC. 

Mhile  the  State  was  slow  in  adopting  tlio  common  school  system,  the  liber- 
ality she  displayed  in  founding  colleges  and  academies  proves  tliat  it  wa.s  wholly 
through  doubts  of  its  policy,  aud  uot  becau.se  good  educational  facilities  were 
not  appreciated.  Provision  was  made  at  an  early  day  for  an  academy  in  each 
county,  and  generous  apjn’cpriations  were  made  to  colleges  aud  universities. 
The  Waterford  and  Erie  Academies  were  incorporated  in  iSll  and  1817  re- 
spectively, the  building-s  for  both  being  completed  in  1822.  A bountiful 
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tlouation  of  lands  v/as  ^iven  by  tbe  Stato  for  the  support  of  eadi  insLitutiou 
and  botli  are  slill  in  operation. 

Tbo  Erie  Female  Seminarj  was  incorporated  in  1S3S  and  went  into  opera- 
tion soon  after,  receiving  an  annua!  appropriation  of  §300  from  tbe  Legisla- 
ture for  several  years.  It  kept  up  till  about  1800,  but  never  had  any' l>uiidings 
of  its  own.  The  last  location  of  the  sominaiw  was  in  the  Hamot  House,  on 
tbe  bank  of  the  bay,  at  the  foot  of  State  street. 

Acadeuiies  were  established  at  AVest  Springfield  in  1853,  at  East  Spring- 
lield  in  1850,  at  Girard  in  1859,  and  at  North  Springfield  in  1866,  which  were 
conducted  for  some  years  with  a certain  degi'ee  of  success.  All  except  the  one 
at  North  Spriugheld  have  become  merged  into  the  common  scliool  sy'stem. 

The  Normal  School  at  Edinboro  is  the  only  State  educational  institution  in 
the  county.  It  was  founded  as  an  Academy*  in  1857,  and  re-organized  as  a 
State  Normal  School  in  1861.  This  school  has  been  quite  prosperous  for 
the  j>a.st  ten  years,  and  has  the  promise  of  a long  and  useful  career. 

The  Lake  Shore  Seminary*  was  established  at  North  East  in  1870.  Lib-eral 
contributions  were  secured  and  a tine  building  was  erected.  The  institution 
became  involved,  and  the  property  was  bought  in  at  Sherifi’’s  sale  by  the  pi'in- 
cipal  creditor. . The  latter,  in  ISSO,  sold  the  building  to  the  Redemptionist 
Fathers,  of  Annapolis,  Md.,  who  re-dedicated  it  as  St.  Mary's  College.  It  is 
conducted  as  a preparatory  school  for  young  men  intending  to  enter  the  Cath- 
olic priesthood. 

Fuller  ^particulars  of  the  above  institutions  w.ill  be  found  in  the  sketches  of 
their  respective  localities. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

To  return  to  the  common  schools,  they  are  under  tlie  control  of  directors, 
who  are  elected  by  the  people  of  the  several  districts  at  the  spring  elections,  a 
certain  number  going  out  each  year.  Each  city,  borough  and  township  is  a 
district  byMtself.  There  are  three  indepiendsnt  districts  in  the  county,  viz; 
Belle  A'alley,  Elk  Greek  and  Franklin,  and  Lake  Pleasant.  The  State  grants 
every  district  an  annual  appropriation,  which  is  apportioned  according  to  the 
number  of  pupils.  Teachers  are  employed  by  the  directors  of  the  district  in 
which  they'  are  to  serve,  but  must  have  passed  an  examination  and  received  a 
certificate  of  competency  from  the  County'  Superintendent,  The  latter  holds 
an  annual  examination  in  each  district,  and  is  expected  to  visit  every  school  in 
the  county  once  in  each  year.  The  following  is  a list  of  the  County  Superin- 
tendents since  the  adoption  of  the  law  creating  the  office; 

AVilliam  H.  Armstrong,  AVattsburg,  1854  to  i860.  L.  AAA  Savage,  Spring- 
field,  1860  to  1863.  D.  P.  Ensign,  Erie,  served  six  months  in  1863,  and  le- 
eigued.  Julius  llegmier,  Erie,  appointed  for  six  months,  and  then  elected  to 
serve  until  1866.  L.  T.  Fisk,  Girard,  1866  to  JS69.  C.  C.  Taylor,  Elk  Creek, 
1809  to  1878.  Charles  Twining,  Union,  1878  to  1884.  Salary,  §1,500,  ' 

The  office  of  City  Superintendent  of  the  Schools  of  Erie  has  been  tilled 
since  1807  by  H.  S.  Jones,  whose  salary  in  1883  v/as  §2,200.  V.  G.  Curtis, 
City  Superintendent  of  Cony,  receives  a salary  of  §1,600. 
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CHAPTER  XXV. 

Newspapers. 

ry^HE  newspapers  of  the  county  are  twenty-seven  in  nuniber,  of  which  eight- 
JL  een  are  published  in  Erie,  as  follows.-  Dailies — Dispatch,  Observer,  Her- 
ald, Leuchtthurm.  Weeklies — Dispatch.  Observer,  Herald,  Sunday  Gazette, 
Weekly  Gazette,  Leuchtthurm,  Sunday  Graphic,  ’Weekly  Graphic,  Advertiser, 
Sonntagsgast,  Lake  Shore  Visitor,  Zuschauer,  and  Jornal  de  Noticias. 
Monthly — -Star  of  Liberty.  Of  these,  the  Leuchtthurm,  Zuschauer  and  Sonn- 
tagsgast are  printed  in  German,  and  the  Jornal  de  Noticias  in  Portuguese. 

EARLY  NEWSPAPERS. 

The  earliest  newspaper  printed  in  the  county  was  the  Mirror,  started  iu 
Erie  by  George  AVyeth  in  ISuS,  to  advocate  “ Federal  Constitutional-Pi,epub- 
lican”  ]wiuciples,  whatever  that  may  have  meant.  It  was  ten  by  si-vteen  inches 
in  size,  and  the  subscription  price  was  $2  per  year.  The  editor  was  not 
firm  enough  to  refuse  contributions  from  irresponsible  writers,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  publication  of  one  of  an  offensive  character  found  it  convenient 
to  abandon  the  enterprise  and  leave  the  town  between  two  days.  In  1812,  the 
Norfher)t  Sentinel  appeared,  with  Pi,.  J.  Curtis  as  editor.  It  was  discontinued 
at  the  end  of  a year,  but  revived  in  1816  under  the  name  of  the  Genius  of  the 
Lakes.  John  Morris  was  the  publisher  and  Mr.  Curtis  the  editor.  The  title 
was  again  changed  to  the  Phccnix,  and  linally  to  the  Reflector,  and  the  paper 
was  printed  in  Erie  till  1819  or  1820,  when  it  was  removed  to  Mayville,  N.  Y., 
W'here  it  lived  but  a short  time.  Meanwhile,  another  journal  had  sprung  into 
existence.  This  was  the  Patriot,  founded  iu  ISIS  by  Zeba  Willis.  It  ran  a 
course  of  one  year  in  Erie,  w’hen  the  office  was  moved  to  Cleveland,  and  be- 
came the  basis  of  the  Herald  of  that  city. 

THE  ERIE  “ GAZETTE.” 

The  first  paper  in  Erie  that  came  to  stay  was  the  Erie  Weekly  Gazette, 
established  ou  the  15th  of  January,  1820,  by  Joseph  M.  Sterrelt.  It  was  is- 
sued from  a log  building  on  the  west  side  of  French  street,  two  doors  north 
of  Fifth,  and  was  in  size  17x21  inches,  which  was  la,rge  for  a back-country 
paper  of  that  time.  Mr.  Sterrett  was  assisted  in  tire  editorial  conduct  of  his 
paper  at  various  times  by  James  Buchanan  (not  the  President),  J.  Hoge  AVaugh, 
John  Riddell,  and  others.  The  Gazette  supported  Andrew  Jackson  in  18  24, 
but  when  John  Quincy  iAdaras  was  elected  by  the  House  it  became  one  of  his 
heartiest  supporters,  and  from  that  time  fought  the  De}nocratic  party  under  all 
the  names  assumed  by  the  opposition — Anti- Vasonic,  AVhig,  Eree-Snil,  Repub- 
lican, etc.  John  Shauer  was  associated  in  its  publication  from  1835  to  1842, 
when  J.  P.  Cochran  and  George  AV.  Riblet  took  control.  In  1845,  Air.  Sterrett 
resumed  charge,  and  on  the  lOth  of  September,  1846,  he  associated  I.  B.  Gara 
with  him,  who  edited  the  paper  till  Aliiv  3,  1865,  when  it  was  sold  to  S.  A. 
Davenport.  The  latter  not  being  a practical  newspaper  man  was  obliged  to 
turn  over  the  management  to  others,  and  it  had  numerous  editors  during  the 
period  between  1865  and  1873.  Among  them  wore  E.  L.  Clark,  John  R.  Gra- 
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bam,  K.  Ij3’1€)  V/hite,  James  HenOriclrs,  B.  F.  McCart}',  aud  }<erbaps  others. 
On  the  oth  o.f  June,  IdTO,  the  Gazette  was  purchased  from  Mr.  I);!,ven]>ort  b_v 
F.  A.  Crandall,  who  retaiuod  jwssession  until  Februapv  1.  1SS2,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  hi.s  intcTest  to  VO.  G.  McKean,  the  present  editor  and  proprietor.  Mr. 
Crandall  started  the  Saturday  Evening  Gazette  March  20,  .1875,  and  changed 
it  to  the  Sunday  ^Jo^rni}lg  Gazette  on  the  17th  of  June  in  the  same  \'ear. 
During  its  middle  age,  lion.  Gideon  J.  Ball  and  IViliiain  Koilcj’  wmro  frequent 
contributors  to  the  Gazetie.  Altogether,  Judge  Sterrett's  connection  with  the 
paper  extended  over  a period  of  forty -five  years.  The  Gazette  was  located 
some  twenty  years  on  the  third  floor  of  Fiiudernocht’s  block,  at  ths  corner  of 
State  an<.l  hlfth  streets.  From  there  it  jnoved  to  Eichenlaub’s  block,  on  State 
street,  between  the  I'ark  and  Seventh  st.reet,  and  tinally  to  its  present  location 
in  the  Welsh  Block,  on  French  street,  opposite  the  Reed  House. 

Horace  Greele\'  worked  as  a journo^'inau  iu  the  office  of  the  Gazette  during 
the  \yinter  of  lSoO-31. 

THE  ERIE  “ OBSEK'VEK.'” 

The  course  of  the  Gazette  during  the  anti  Masonic  excitement  which 
sprang  up  about  1S2U,  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Erie  Weelcly  Observer 
as  an  organ  of  the  opjiosite  side  in  politics.  The  means  for  starting  it  were 
contribnted  by  P.  .S.  Y.  Hamot,  Joshua  Beers,  Daniel  Dobbins,  Edyyin  J. 
Kelso,  Robert  Cochran,  Smith  Jackson  ;ind  several  others,  all  members  of  the 
Jlasonic  order,  and  warm  political  friends  of  President  Jackson.  It  v/as 
issued  cfi  the  29th  of  May,  1830,  froin  the  second  story  of  a buiiding  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  French  and  Fifth  streets,  only  tyvo  doors  from  the  birth- 
place of  its  political  rival.  The  first  editor  yvas  T.  B.  Barnnm,  who  yvas  suc- 
ceeded in  1832  by  II.  E.  Harvey.  The  latter  printed  a specimen  copy  of  a 
daily  in  1S36,  but  the  encouragement  received  was  not  sufficient  to  yvarrani  its 
continuance.  The  paper  passed  into  the  charge  of  Thomas  Laird  in  the 
spring  of  1837,  into  that  of  Hiram  A.  Beebe  in  the  spring  of  1839,  and  final- 
ly', in  1840,  J.  M.  Kuester  and  W.  McKinstry  became  pi'ourietors.  It  maybe 
inferred  from  these  frequent  changes  that  the  paper  yvas  not  in  a healthy  con- 
dition financially,  aud  this  appears  to  have  been  the  case;  for  Mr.  Kuoster 
failed,  and  the  oflice  jiassed  into  the  hands  of  E.  D.  Gunnison  as  receiver. 
Dining  a few  weeks  of  the  time  it  yvas  in  Mr.  Gunnison’s  charge,  William  A. 
Ga  Ibraith  tried  his  hand  as  editor,  but  ho  was  glad  to  quit  the  yvork  for  the 
more  congenial  profession  of  the  law’.  In  May,  lS43,  the  oflice  yvas  purchased 
by  .A.  P.  Durlin  and  B.  F.  Sloan,  under  yvhose  management  it  acquired  more 
prosperity  than  ever  before  in  its  career.  These  gentlemen  tried  the  exper- 
iment of  a semi-weekly  for  a few  months  in  1849.  Mr.  Durlin  yvithdrew  from 
the  concern  on  the  20th  of  January,  1856,  and  yvas  immediately  succeeded  by 
M.  AL  Moore.  This  partnership  continued  until  January  1,  1859,  yvhen  Air. 
Aloore  retired.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1861,  Air.  Sloan  sold  tho  oflice  to 
Andrew  Hopkins,  brother  of  Hon.  James  H.  Hopkins,  of  Pittsburgh.  This 
gentleman  disposed  of  it  to  Benjamin  'Whitman  and  James  I.  Brecht  on  the 
17th  of  January,  1802.  Their  partner.ship  continued  until  April  1,  1S65. 
Air.  'Whitman  then  became  sole  proprietor  and  remained  such  until  .Decemlier 
1,  1878,  when  the  office  was  purchased  by  Robert  B.  Broyvn,  formerly  of  the 
Clarion  Democra/.  The  latter  started  the  Daily  Evening  Observer  on  tho  15th 
of  October,  1881.  From  the  day-  of  its  first  issue,  and  under  all  the  changes 
in  its  management,  the  Observer  has  been  .Democratic  in  politics.  During  the 
last  twenty  years,  the  office  has  had  three  different  locations — first,  in  the 
frame  building  on  State  street,  opposite  the  Custom  House;  second,  on  the 
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third  Hoor  of  i■iofen2^s’c-ig’s  block;  third,  the  present  one,  in  the  Noble  Jilock. 
A Daily  Bullelin  was  printed  at  the  Ob.'fcrcp.r  otUce  for  ^V.  H.  Harris,  during 
the  first  month  or  two  of  the  war  for  the  Union. 

THK  EHIE  DISP.\TCH." 

In  1851,  a small  paper,  named  the  DDpatch,  vras  started  at  Waterford  by 
Joseph  S.  M.  Young.  When  the  railroad  war  broke  out,  it  took  such  a lively 
pai't  on  the  side  of  the  “ri[ipers,”  or  ''  anti  railroad  men,”  that  their  leaders 
induced  Mr.  Young  to  remove  his  office  to  Erie,  where  he  might  have  a wider 
field.  This  ho  did  in  1S56.  In  a short  time  after  the  removal,  the  office  was 
completely  destroyed  by  lire.  Its  friends  clubbed  together  and  bought  Mr. 
YMung  new’  material,  which  gave  him  a groat  advautage  over  his  competitors, 
W’hose  presses  and  types  w'ere  inferior  by  comparison,  and  the  office  quickly  se- 
cured a large  patronage.  During  ISGI,  a daily  was  started,  which  w’as  only 
continued  a few’  ruonths.  The  office  was  purchased  on  tlie  1st  of  February, 
18GI,  by  B.  F.  H.  Lyun,  who  had  long  been  Mr.  Young’s  foreman  and  associate 
editor,  and  who  immediately  added  largely  to  its  material.  The  daily  w'as  re- 
vived on  May  22.  1804,  and  ha.s  been  printed  regularly  ever  since.  Mr. 
Lynn  became  embarrassed,  in  a few  years,  and  the  establishrneut  was  sold  at 
Sheriff’s  sale.  After  that  it  wa.-  conducted  Ijy  various  parties,  among  whom 
were  S.  Todd  Perley,  Azro  Goff,  and  4Y.  P.  Atkinson.  It  was  purelrased  by 
IVillard,  Eedway  k.  Cook,  in  1869.  In  1872,  the  tirm  name  was  changed  to 
Mhllrird,  Redway  A Seaman;  on  January  1.  1S74,  to  Willard  & Brewer;  and 
in  Apu'ii,  1S77,  to  7Villard,  Brew’er  A Hooker.  Mr.  IVillard  became  sole  pro- 
prietor on  the  3d  of  September,  1S7S.  In  May,  1SS3,  be  disposed  of  a portion 
of  his  interest  to  Messrs.  Camp,  Belknap  A Johnson,  of  North  East.  The 
Dispatch  started  as  an  independent  paper,  but  changed  to  Republican  about 
ISGO,  aud  has  ever  since  advocated  the  candidates  and  principles  of  that  party. 
The  office  has  been  located  at  various  times  ou  the  third  Hoor  of  Wright’s 
block,  ill  a building  on  Fifth  street  opposite  the  engine  house,  and  in  the  block 
fronting  the  East  Park  between  the  Reed  and  Ellsworth  Houses.  Its  present 
location  is  in  the  building  once  occupied  by  the  old  Erie  Bank,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  East  Bark.  From  1804  to  1878,  the  Dispatch  may  be  said  to  have 
been  practically  the  only  English  daily  in  Erie.  Others  were  started  at  various 
periods,  but  the  most  successful  of  them  only  lasted  a year  or  tvs’o. 

OTHER  ENGLISH  EAPERS. 

The  Lake  Shore  Visitor  was  commenced  in  1874,  as  the  organ  of  the  Cath- 
olics of  the  Erie  Diocese.  The  writing  w’as  mainly  done  by  Bishop  Mullen  un- 
til 1875,  when  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Casey  became  editor,  and  has  continued  in  that 
capacity  ever  since.  ThetirsL  publisher  was  B.  F.  McCarty,  who  was  succeeded 
by  Thomas  F.  O'Brien.  Since  the  fall  of  1881.  the  paper  has  been  published 
by  the  Herald  Printing  Company.  The  original  olhee  w'as  on  the  third  floor 
of  the  Welsh  Building,  on  French  street,  opposite  the  Reed  House.  From 
there  it  was  removed  to  the  Lafayette  Hotel  building,  then  to  the  basement  of 
Scott’s  block,  and  lastly  to  the  Jlernld  building. 

The  Erie  Advertiser , the  next  paper  in  the  order  of  ag-e,  was  started  on  the 
1st  of  April,  1870,  by  John  M.  Glazier,  w’ho  is  still  its  editor  and  publisher. 
The  publication  office  has  always  been  ou  Peach  street,  south  of  the  railroad 
depot.  In  politics, the  Advertiser  is  independem,  with  a Republican  leaning. 

The  first  number  <)f  the  Evening  Herald,  a Democratic  daily  paper,  ap- 
peared on  the  20fn  of  July,  1878.  Its  editors  w'ero  James  Burns  and  H.  C. 
Missimer,  teachers  in  the  Erie  High  School.  After  it  had  been  printed  two  or 
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three  months  the  j^aper  \yas  purchased  by  William  L.  Scott;  and  a weekly  edi- 
tion was  added.  Thomas  F.  O'Brien  was  placed  in  charge  and  continued  as 
manager  until  after  the  election  in  iSSl.  1).  S.  Crawford  has  been  local  edi- 
tor most  of  the  time  since  Mr.  Scott  became  the  proprietor.  The  present  man- 
aging editor  is  Nelson  Baldwin,  and  AYilliam  P.  Atkinson  is  business  manager. 
The  Herald  began  in  the  building  formerly  known  as  the  Lafayette  Hoirse.  on 
Frencli  street,  k’rom  there  the  otlice  was  moved  to  the  basement  of  Scott's 
block.  It  is  now  located  in  the  building  on  the  southeast  corner  of  State  and 
Tenth  streets. 

The  Erie  Sanday  Graphic  was  estahlished  by  .Boyle  & McCauley  on  the 
20th  of  May,  iiSSO.  In  the  spring  of  1882.  John  T.  Boyle  purchased  the  in- 
terest of  his  partner,  and  on  the  27th  of  August.  ISS‘2,  he  sold  the  office  to 
Jacob  Bender.  Before  that  the  Graphic  was  more  of  a,  society  than  a political 
paper,  but  M)'.  Bender  immediately  hoisted  the  Independent  Kepublican  tick- 
et. Ho  also  started  the  Weekly  Graphic  for  country  circulation.  IMr.  Bender’s 
interest  was  jnirchased  by  Charles  M.  Lynch  in  Febru.ary,  1884.  The  former, 
however,  remains  as  editor. 

The  Star  of  Liberty  is  a monthly  publication,  established  April  1,  1SS2,  by 
H.  B.  Stoirs,.  as  an  advocate  of  liberal  views  on  the  lir|uor  question.  It  is  the 
successor  of  Family  Magazine^  sWvtocl  in  Canada  by  the  same  gentleman 
on  the  1st  of  Jaiiuary,  1877,  and  removed  to  Erie  in  October,  1S7U. 


GER.MAX  -AND  POP.TCGUE.SF.  PAPERS. 

The  tirst  German  paper  in  Erie  was  the  Unsere  World  (Our  World)  founded 
by  Carl  Benlon  in  1851.  The  name  was  changed  to  the  Frie  Pre.sse-(Free 
Press)  in  I860.  The  jraper  went  down  in  1868.  Its  politics  were  AVhig  and 
Republican. 

A Mr.  Scliueftlen  started  the  Ztischaucr  (Sj)ectator)  in  1852.  It  was  pur- 
chased by  C.  Moeser  in  1855,  and  by  E.  E.  Stuerznickel  in  1861.  The  paper 
was  originally  Democratic,  but  became  Republican  during  the  war.  On  the 
1st  of  January,  1877,  Mr.  Stuerznickel  sold  the  Zuschauer  to  F.  G.  Gorentlo, 
who  had  been  his  partner  for  a year  or  tvvo.  The  paper  was  enlarged  in 
May,  1SS3,  and  Mr.  F.  AV.  Dahlmaii  became  as.sociated  with  Mr.  Gorentlo, 
which  partnership  V, 'as  soon  dissolved.  The  office  is  in  the  Perry  Block,  on 
the  east  side  of  State  street,  between  Sixth  and  Seventh. 

The  VGeeJdy  Lcuchtthnrm  (Ijight-Housej  was  established  in  I860  by  Baetzel 
& Atkinson.  After  numerous  ups  and  downs,  the  paper  became  a part  of  the 
Dispatch  establishment,  where  it  -was  printed  for  some  time.  It  was  purchased 
about  1873  by  Merlioff  A AValienhorst.  AA’aHenhorst  soon  retire<l,  and  H. 
Merhoff  assumed  sole  control.  In  April,  1875,  Otto  Luedieke  b.ecame  a part- 
ner with  Merhoff,  and  as.sumed  editorial  charge.  T.he  Daily  Leuchtthnrni  was 
started  in  June,  1875.  Air.  Luedieke  withdrew  in  1879.  and  was  succeeded  hy 
Merhoff,  Boyer  & Rastatter.  Alerhofl’  and  Rastatter  sold  out,  and  John  F. 
Boyer  became  sole  proprietor  in  1880.  October  1,  1882,  Mr.  Luedieke  resumed 
control  under  a lease  from  Air.  Boyer.  The  office  is  in  Boyer’s  block.  State 
street,  near  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  bridge. 

The  Jornal  de  Noticias  (General  News)  enjoyed  the  distinction  for  several 
years  of  being  the  only  paper  in  the  Portuguese  language  in  the  United  Slates. 
It  was  established  on  the  27th  of  October,  1877,  by  A.  M.  & John  AI.  A^incent, 
who  still  remain  in  charge.  It  is  independent  in  politics.  The  office  is  at 
1022  AVest  Sixth  street. 

The  Sonntagsgast  (Sunday  Guest)  is  the  latest  German  paper.  It  w-as 
founded  Alay  15,  1881,  by  Frank  AAMiss  & Co.,  and  is  independent  in  politics. 
The  office  is  in  the  Humboldt  Bank  building. 
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DEFUNCT  PAPERS. 

The  papers  iaesistence  in  Erie  are  few  in  nuraliev  compared  wifli  those  that 
have  been  started,  and  given  up  the  ghost,  after  Ijrief  careens.  Of  these  the 
most  prominent  were  as_  follows: 

The  Erie  Chronicle  was  started  by  Samuel  Perley  in  IS-LU.  as  a rival  Whig 
organ  to  the  Gazette.  Mr.  Perley  moved  the  office  to  .Girard,  where  the  material 
was  used  in  the  publication  of  the  T'tex)nbUcan. 

In  .1840,  a second  rival  of  the  Gazette  made  its  appearance  under  the  title 
of  the  Commercial  Advertiser,  with  J.  P.  Cochran  as  editor.  IMr.  C.  died  in 
1850,  when  the  paper  passed  into  the  hands  of  A.  H.  Caughey,  who  at  the  end 
of  a year  and  a lialf  sold  it  to  J.  B.  Johnson.  The  latter  changed  the  name  to 
the  Constitution,  which  became  the  advocate  of  the  '‘railroad  men'’  as  against 
the  “rippers”  during  the  eventful  era  of  the  railroad  war.  A party  of  “rip- 
pers” entered  the  office  in  ISuo,  “ pied”  the  type  and  threw  the  press  into  the 
street.  The  paper  was  resuscitated  by  R.  Lyle  I\'lrite,  wffio  kept  it  up  for  a 
short  time.  Ho  issued  a daily  bulletin  for  some  months  in  1858. 

The  first  outspoken  abolition  paper  in  the  city  was  the  True  American, 
started  by  ComjJon  & Moore  in  1S53.  It  was  published  for, a time  by  James 
Perley  and  Henry  Gatlin.  The  latter  finally  became  sole  editor  and  proprietor. 
Radical  as  the  coirnty  was  on  the  slavery  question,  it  never  gave  the  True 
American  a respectable  support,  and  the  editor  was  glad  of  an  excuse  for 
abandoning  it  and  going  into  other  business,  w’hich  he  did  in  ISOI. 

The  E.xpress,  started  in  1S57  by  E.  C.  Gooch'ich  as  a rival  Democratic  paper 
to  the  Observer,  was  merged  into  the  True  American  in  a fevs'  moriths.  It  was 
printed  with  the  material  of  the  Constitution. 

The  daily  Eepuhliean  was  printed  some  two  or  three  years,  commencing 
about  1807.  During  its  brief  life  it  had  several  editors  and  publishers,  all  of 
whom  were  disappointed  in  their  hopes  of  malnng  it  a pros]rerous  euterjnise. 

One  of  the  latest  newspaper  failures  was  the  Argus,  which  was  brought 
into  existence  mairdy  through  the  labors  of  S.  Todd  Perley.  As  a basis  for 
the  enterprise,  he  effected  a consolidation  of  the  offices  of  the  Eniou  City 
Times  and  the  Corry  RcpnibUcan,  the  material  of  which  was  moved  to  Erie  on 
the  1st  of  May,  1875.  A daily  and  a rveekly  paper  were  issued  for  some 
months.  H.  D.  Persons  and  Horace  G.  Pratt  were  associated  with  Mr.  Perley 
in  the  enterprise. 

R.  Lyle  AVhite,  published  the  iJaihj  Bulletin  for  a few  months  about 
1874. 

The  Lake  City  Baity,  a penny  paper,  was  printed  by  IVoods,  Constable  A 
Co.,  three  young  graduates  of  tlie  high  school  in  1878,  and  lasted  about  a 
year.  It  was  ultimately  merged  in  the  Herald. 

JilSCELLANEOUS. 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  that  the  first  daily  paper  in  Erie  City  was  the 
Observer]  the  second,  the  Bulletin]  the  third,  Harris’  IPar  Bidleii)i,  issued  the 
frst  two  or  three  months  of  the  rebellion,  from  the  Observer  and  Dispatch 
offices,  and  the  fomlh  the  Dispatch.  Since  then  the  following  dailies  have 
appeared  in  the  order  named:  Republican,  Argus,  White's  Bulletin,  Leucld- 
tliunn,  Lake  City  Daily,  Herald  and  Observer. 

The  Erie  papers  used  hand  presses  exclusively  up  to  1853.  The  frst  to 
introduce  steam  power  w'as  the  Observer,  while  under  the  management  of  Dur- 
lin  A Sloan.  The  machine  purchased  was  of  the  Northrup  make.  A steam 
engine  wuas  added  on  the  4th  of  Eeluimry,  1858,  wlicn  the  paper  was  under  the 
control  of  Sloan  A.iMooro.  The  next  to  follow  wltLi  a power  press  was  the 
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Di.'^paich,  wliicL  employed  a caloric  eng-ine  for  several  years.  The  Gazette 
stuck  to  its  old  baud  press  until  1S6G. 

The  Northwe.stern  Editorial  Association,  orgajjized  in  Erie  about  1865,  was 
compo.sed  of  newspaper  jneu  in  Warren,  Erie,  Crawford,  Mercer,  Venango, 
Butler  and  several  other  counties.  It  had  two  or  three  pleasant  annual  meet- 
ings, and  tlien  (piietly  expired 

It  is  but  fair  to  say  of  the  j'vess  of  our  city  and  county,  that,  in  proportion 
to  the  patronage  extended  to  it,  it  is  and  always  has  been  the  equal  of  any  in 
the  State,  both  in  ability  and  enterprise.  The  Gazette  and  Obserrer,  for  more 
than  thirty  years,  have  had  a reputation  the  State  over,  and  the  leading  papers 
of  more  recent  date  have, wadi  sustained  the  credit  of  the  county  for  progressive 
journalism. 

PERSONAL, 

Joseph  M.  Sterrett,  the  Xestor  of  the  Erie  press,  is  still  living  in  the  en- 
joyment of  the  bonons  of  a well-spent  life.  He  was  County  Commissioner 
from  182‘J  to  ISJl,  State  Senator  from  1837  to  1841,  Associate  Judge  from 
1850  to  1856,  and  Po.stmaster  of  Erie  from  1801  to  ISOO. 

Cleorgo  AV.  Kiblet  was  Director  of  the  Poor  from  1878  to  1S81-,  and  has  held 
numerous  ]>ositions  of  fru^^t  iu  the  city. 

Gideon  J.  Ball  was  State  Treasurer  in  i860.  Chief  Clerk  to  the  Sixth  Au- 
ditor of  the  Treasury  from  18-51  to  1853,  member  of  the  Asseinljly  six  terms, 
beginning  in  1817  and  closing  in  ISGO,  and  Paymaster  in  the  army  during  the 
last  war. 

Isaac  B.  Gara  was  Enrolling  Commisbioner  for  the  draft  in  1863,  Deputy 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  from  1807  to  1870,  and  Postmaster  of  Erie 
from  1809  to  1876. 

B.  F.  Sloan  was  Postmaster  of  Erie  from  1853  to  1801,  Clerk  to  the  Pen- 
sion Committee  of  Congress  in  1875  and  1870,  and  is  now  Secretary  of  the 
Erie  AVater  Dcpai’traont 

Benjamin  AVhitman  is  a resident  of  Erie,  engaged  in  literary  and  business 
pur.suits.  .Although  active  in  })olitics  for  twenty  years,  he  has  always  refused 
to  be  a candidate  for  ofBce. 

M.  M.  Moore  still  resides  in  Erie,  where  he  has  been  elected  to  several  city 
offices,  including  Alderman  and  School  Director. 

Andrew  Hopldns  died  recently  in  Washington,  Penn.,  where  he  was  pub- 
lishing a Democratic  AA'eekly. 

Robert  B.  Brown  served  as  a member  of  the  Assembly  from  Clarion  County 
in  1869  and  1870. 

J.  R.  Graham  is  a pvosperou.s  citizen  of  Kansas,  wliero  he  has  held  several 
official  positions. 

F.  A.  Crandall  is  the  principal  waiting  editor  of  the  Buffalo  E.cprcss. 

W.  AlcKlnstry  is  or  was  until  recently  one  of  the  publishers  of  the  Ere- 
donia  Censor. 

A.  P.  Durlin,  after  pablishiug  a paper  for  many  years  in  Iowa,  returned 
to  Erie  and  established  a job  printing  office. 

Joseph  S.  AI.  Young  went  from  Erie  to  Pittsburgh  and  became  a specialist 
in  medicine. 

B.  F.  H.  Ijynn.  after  a varied  career,  was  found  dead  in  the  house  of  a 
relative  at  Alauch  Chuuk. 

E.  E.  Stuerznickel  was  Sheriff  from  1877  to  ISSO.  He  is  at  present  en- 
gaged in  the  confectionery  trade  in  Erie. 

Samuel  Perley  was  Prothcaiotary  Horn  1851  to  1854. 

A.  H.  Caughoy  vva.s  one  of  the  profe.ssors  in  Lafayette  College,  at  Easton, 
for  several  years,  and  is  now  in  business  at  Erie. 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


465 


J,  li.  JohuRoii  was  a member  of  the  Assembly  in  1S45,  and  State  Senator 
from  1S4G  to  j840. 

14.  Lyle  White  died  in  Erie  a few  years  ago. 

Henry  Gatlin  is  si  ill  a resident  of  Erie, 

Eben  Brewer,  after  leaving  Erie,  held  a position  for  a while  on  the  edito- 
rial force  of  tlie  Philadelphia  Times.  He  is  now  practicing  law  in  that  city. 

H.  Morhoff  is  working  at  his  trade  as  a printer  somewhere  in  the  East, 

All  of  the  above  are  living  e.vcept  Messrs.  Lynn,  Perley,  Johnson,  White 
and  Hopkins. 

P.\PEES  OUTSIDE  OF  ERIE. 

The  papers  of  the  county  printed  outside  of  Erie  City,  are  ten  in  number, 
as  follows; 

Cony — The  VTeekhj  Telegraph  and  the  Daily  and  Weekly  Herald. 

Enion  City — The  WeeJdy  Times. 

Girard — The  Weekly  Cosmopolite. 

North  East— T/ic  Weekly  Sun. 

Edinboro — The  Weekly  Independent. 

5Vattsburg — The  Weekly  Occasional. 

Albion  — The  Weekhy  Blizzard. 

Mill  Tillage — The  ITeekly  Herald. 

The  history  of  each  of  these  papers  is  given  in  the  sketch  of  the  town  or 
city  wd-iere  it  is  published. 


CIIAPTEE  XXYI. 

The  Waii  fok  the  Union. 

~VT  7”HEN  the  thrilling  tidings  came  that  the  slaveholding.  States  had  inaugu- 
V V rated  civil  war,  the  people  of  Erie  County  were  practically  unanimous 
in  the  sentiment  that  the  Union  must  be  preserved  at  all  hazards.  Party  ditfer- 
ences  were  forgotten,  for  the  time  being,  and  men  of  all  shades  of  politics  vied 
with  each  other  in  acts  of  patriotism.  The  national  Hag  was  displayed  from 
hundreds  of  buildings,  and  in  all  the  towns  and  villages  vast  and  enthusiastic 
meetings  were  held  to  declare  in  favor  of  sustaining  the  Cfovernment.  Amid 
the  general  patriotism,  none  were  more  earnest  and  active  than  the  ministers 
of  the  Gospel,  who.  as  a class,  allowed  no  opportunity  to  pass  by  which  they 
might  advance  the  cau.-^e  of  the  Union.  The  church,  a.s  a body,  w'as  warmly 
enlisted  on  the  side  of  the  Government,  and  did  quite  as  much  in  its  way,  as 
any  other  instrumentality,  in  firing  the  pubiicheart,  inducing  volunteering  and 
building  up  a solemn  faith  in  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  national  army. 

The  hnst  war  meeting  in  the  county  was  held  in  Wayne  Hall,  Erie,  on  the 
26th  of  April.  1S6E  It  was  very  largely  attended,  and  was  ]ire.sided  over  by 
William  A.  Galbraith,  one  of  the  leading  Democrats  of  the  Northwest.  Speeches 
were  made,  in  addition  to  iMr.  Galbraith’s,  by  George  H.  Cutler,  John  H. 
M’alker  and  George  W.  DoCamp.  A movement  had  already  been  started  bv 
Capt.  John  W.  AIcLane  to  organize  a regiment  to  serve  for  three  months. 
Volunteers  were  flocking  to  McLane’s  standard  with  surprising  rapidity,  and 
it  was  necessary  to  raise  a fund  for  the  support  of  the  families  of  many  of 
those  who  had  enlisted.  The  sum  of  87,000  for  the  purpose  was  subscribed  at 
the  meeting,  which  wa.s  increa.'=ed  in  a few  days  to  $17,000.  The  amount  al- 
lowed to  the  needy  out  of  thP  fund  was  $6.50  per  week  to.  the  wife  of  each 
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Yolunteor,  and  50  cents  pex'  week  foi’  each  of  his  cliildren.  Similar  meetings 
were  held  in  almost  eYery  town  in  the  county,  and  volunteer  relief  funds  were 
subscribed  every « here.  The  sjxcakers  in  most  general  demand  were  PJessrs. 
Galbraith  and  DeCamp. 

TUE  Fin  ST  REGIMENT. 

The  camp  of  the  three  months’  regiment  eras  established  on  a piece  of  vacant 
ground  in  Erie  at  the  southeast  corner  of  Farade  and  Sixth  streets,  where  vol- 
unteers poured  in  from  ail  piarts  of  the  northwest.  More  offered  in  a fewday.s 
than  could  be  accepted,  and  many  were  reluctantly  compelled  to  return  home. 
As  a saraple^of.  the  spirit  of  the  time,  the  borough  and  townshipi  of  "Water- 
ford sent  forward  nearly  KIO  men.  Five  companies  were  recruited  in  Erie 
alone,  but  of  these  fully  one-half  were  from  other  places.  It  was  considered  a priv- 
ilege to  bo  accepted,  and  those  wlio  failed  to  pass  muster  or  arrived  too  late, 
were  grievously  disappointed.  The  regiment  left  Erie  for  Pittsburgh  at  2 P. 
M.  on  "Wednesday,  the  1st  of  May,  being  accompanied  by  Alehl’s  Brass  Baud. 
A vast  crown]  was  at  the  railroad  depot  to  wutness  its  dep  'rturo,  and  many 
affecting  farewell  scenes  were  wilnes.'^ed.  The  regiment  reaches  Pittsburgh  at  9 A. 
AL  the  next  day,  and  took  up  its  rjuarters  in  Camp  Wulkins.  A lumber  of  its  mem- 
bers 'were  discharged  because  the  companies  to  w'hich  'they  wmre  attached  ex- 
ceeded thoir  quota.  On  the  5th  of  May,  the  regiment  was  presented  with  a 
camp  flag  by  the  ladies  of  Pittsburgh,  in  the  presence  of  1C  ,0t)0  spectators.  It 
received  arms  and  uniforms  on  the  29th  of  Afuy,  and  was  c;-.veful]y  drilled  every 
day  that  ii  remained  in  camp.  Fcr  some  reason,  the  regin}^  ut  rvas  never  called 
into  active  service,  and  it  returned  to  Erio  on  Saturday  ev  uing,  July  20.  An 
immense  ccmcourse  welcomed  the  soldiers  at^he  railroad  depot,  and  escorteil 
them  to  the  W"est  Park,  w'uere  a public  supper  had  been  puipared  by  the  ladies 
of  the  city.  But  one  member  died  during  the  absence  of  ne  regiment. 

THE  EIGHTY-TIIIRD  REGIMENT. 

In  the  meantime,  the  President  had  issued  a call  for  - .00,000  men  for  the 
war,  and  Col.  McLaue  had  made  a tender  of  a regiment  fr  r that  service.  Many 
of  the  rnemliers  of  the  three  months’  regiment  had  volunteered  to  go  with  the 
Colonel,  and  they  were  accordingly  dismissed  until  the  Ft  of  August  to  await 
an  answer  to  his  profier.  On  the  24th  of  July,  Col.  McLane  I'eeeived  an  order 
authorizing  him  to  recruit  a new  regiment.  Those  of  the  First  Kegimeut  xsho 
had  re-enlisted  were  recalled,  and  recruiting  began  actively  throughout  the 
northwestern  counties.  A camp  was  e.stablished  on  the  old  fair  grounds,  about 
two  miles  cast  of  the  city,  where  the  men  were  mustered  in  as  they  enlisted  by 
Capt.  J.  B.  Bell,  of  the  regular  army. 

While  these  measures  were  in  progress,  Capts.  Gregg  and  Bell,  of  the 
PTnited  States  Ai'my,  opened  a recruiting  oflice  in  the  city  for  the  regular  cav- 
alry, and  enlisted  a considerable  number  of  young  men.  Tbo  Perry  Artillery 
Company,  an  Erie  military  organization,  offered  its  services  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  were  accepted,  with  C,  E,  Mueller  as  Captain,  and  "William  F. 
Lnetje  as  First  Lieutenant. 

An  immense  meeting  was  held  in  Farrar  Hall,  on  the  24th  of  August,  to 
assist  in  raising  men  for  McLaue’s  regiment.  It  was  addressed  by  William 
A.  Galbraith,  James  C.  Marshall,  George  W.  DeCamp,  Col.  iMcLane,  IMiles 
Wk  Caughey  and  Capt.  John  Graham.  Meetings  of  a liko  character  followed 
throughout  the  county.  The  principal  speakers  b-esides  those  named  were 
Alfred  King.  Strong  Vincent,  "William  S.  Lane,  Morrow  B.  Lowry  and  Dan 
Rice.  The  harmonious  feeling  of  the  time  is  best  illustrated  by  the  state- 
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mont  that  the  Democrats  ami  Republicans  united  in  a Union  pole-raising  in 
Gri'ontiolJ. 

Simultaneously  with  the  efforts  in  behalf  of  the  new  regiment,  recruiting 
wa.s  going  on  with  great  vigor  for  the  navy.  Some  sixty  persons  from  Erie 
went  to  New  York  to  serve  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  T.  K.  Stevens.  Uj>  to 
FJcjitember  7,  Oapt.  Carter,  of  the  United  States  steamer  fJicliigan,  had  en- 
listed 700  si'amon,  v7ho  were  forwarded  in  srpiads  to  the  seaboard. 

By  September,  the  Ladies’  Aid  Society  had  been  organized  in  Erie  to  fur- 
nish relief  to  the  sick  and  rvounded  soldiers  in  the  field,  with  branches  in  most 
of  the  towns  in  the  county.  It  was  maintained  during  the  entire  war,  aiid  did 
invaluable  service.  Through  its  labors,  boxes  of  delicacies,  hospital  supplies, 
medicines  and  other  comforts  for  the  sick  w’ere  forwarded  to  the  front  almost 
daily. 

The  regijuout  of  Col.  McLane,  on  being  reported  full,  was  ordered  to  the 
frout,  and  left  for  Harrisburg  on  the  16th  of  September.  Its  departure  was 
attended  by  the  same  vast  outpouring  and  marked  by  the  same  pathetic  inci- 
dents as  before,  and  none  who  were  eye-witnesses  will  ever  forget  tho  scenes 
of  the  day.  A rlag  was  presented  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  State  December  21, 
and  it  became  ofiicially  known  as  the  Eighty-third  Regiment. 

THE  0\E  HCXURED  ANt)  ELEVENTH  REGIMENT. 

Before  tho  departure  of  the  Eighty-third  Regiment,  Maj.  M.  Schlandeckor, 
of  E’.'ie,  commence::!  recruiting  for  another,  adopting  the  same  place  for  his 
camp  that  had  been  occupied  by  Col.  McLane’s  command.  Enlistments  went 
on  with  such  alacrity  that  the  regiment  left  for  the  front  on  Tuesday,  the  25th 
of  February,  1362,  at  2:3d  B.  dl.,  with  every  company  full.  At  Harri.sburg,  it 
was  presented  by  Gov.  Curtin  with  a stand  of  colors,  and  took  rank  as  the  One 
Hundred  and  Eleventh  Regiment,  it  is  not  necessary  to  say  that  tho  scones 
at  its  departure  from  Erie  w’ere  fully  as  affecting  as  those  before  stated.  The 
regiment  was  accompanied  by  Zimmerman’s  Brass  Band. 

Among  the  important  events  in  tlie  early  part  of  the  year  1862  were  the 
minors  of  a war  with  Great  Britain,  and  the  projected  naval  depot  on  the  lake, 
in  anticipation  of  tho  same.  A committee  of  citizens  was  sent  on  to  Washing- 
ton by  the  City  Council,  to  urge  the  adoption  of  Erie  as  the  site  for  the  pro- 
posed establishment.  On  the  Sth  of  January,  the  entire  crew  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Hichigan  was  ordered  to  other  points,  vvith  the  exception  of 
eight  officers  and  men.  March  S,  the  newspapers  were  notified  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  W^ar  that  the  publication  of  army  movements  would  not  bo  jjermitted. 
A meeting  was  held  in  Erie  on  the  12th  of  April  to  provide  for  the  relief  of 
those  who  might  be  wounded  in  the  battle.s  that  were  daily  expected  in  Vir- 
ginia. Considerable  money  was  raised,  and  committees  were  ;i,'ppointed  to 
furnish  attendants  for  those  who  might  need  their  services.  By  thus  date,  the 
country  was  having  wmr  in  earnest.  Bodies  of  rebel  prisoners  v/ere  taken 
through  on  the  Lake  Shore  Railroad  every  few'  days.  It  might  be  supposed 
that  war  matters  absorbed  the  w’hole  of  public  attentiou,  but  this  was  ouly  the 
case  in  a general  sense.  All  lines  of  trade  and  manufacture  w'ere  carried  on 
with  unab.ated  energy  during  the  entire  conllict,  and  a course  of  public  lectures 
was  maintained  in  the  city  each  winter,  comprising  some  of  the  most  noted 
orators  of  the  day. 

The  news  of  the  battles  around  Richmond,  in  wdiich  the  Eighty-third  suf- 

O 

fered  tenubly  and  Col.  HcLane  was  killed,  reached  Erie  in  tho  latter  part  of 
June,  and  caused  great  mourning.  Emblems  of  sorrow  for  the  dead  w'ere 
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placed  on  many  buildings,  and  hospital  stores  were  hastily  sont  forward  for 
the  wounded. 

XilK  ONE  nCNDRED  ANLi  FORTY-FIFTH  REGIMENT. 

Early  in  July  the  President  called  for  SOO.OtKl  more  troops,  and  of  this 
number  it  was  announced  that  Erie  County’s  proportion  was  five  comiiauies  of 
100  men  each.  A meeting  to  encourage  enlistments  was  held  in  TYayne  Hail, 
at  which  tiie  County  Commissioners  were  asked  to  apjn-opriate  0100,000  to- 
ward equipping  a new  regiment.  This  was  succeeded  by  others,  both  in  Erie 
and  in  the  country  dislricts.  The  martial  spirit  had  been  much  cooled  by  the 
disasters  in  Virginia,  and  it  began  to  be  necessary  to  offer  extra  inducements 
to  volunteers.  Erie  City  ofl’ered  a bounty  of  §50  to  each  recruit  and  the  vari- 
ous townships  hastened  to  imitate  its  example.  Another  call  for  300,000  men 
decided  the  County  Commissioners  to  appropriate  §35,000  to  pay  an  additional 
bounty  of  the  same  amount.  In  August,  for  the  third  time,  the  fair  grounds 
were  turned  into  a military  camp,  and  the  oiganization  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Forty-tifth  Regiment  began.  Recruits  came  fonvard  rapidly,  and  the 
regiment  left  for  the  seat  of  war  on  the  11th  of  Sof)tember. 

At  the  same  time  that  enlistments  were  in  progress  for  the  last-named  regi- 
ment. volunteers  were  being  gathered  for  other  organizations.  The  navy  was 
receiving  numerou.-3  accessions,  mainly  from  Erie.  Capts.  Lennon,  Miles  and 
Roberts  were  each  raising  a cavalry  company.  It  was  officially  reported  that 
two  hmidred  men  had  entered  the  navy  from  Erie  City  alone,  up  to  the  16th 
of  August. 

THE  FIRST  DRAFT. 

Notwithstanding  the  largo  number  or  volunteers,  the  quota  of  Erie  County, 
under  the  various  calls  of  the  President,  was  still  short,  and  a draft  seemed 
inevitable.  The  papers  were  full  of  articles  urging  the  people,  for  the  credit 
of  the  county,  to  avoid  the  draft,  and  meetings  were  constantly  being  held  to 
induce  volunteering.  Many  persons  were  badly  scared  over  the  probability  of 
being  forced  into  the  service,  and  a few  Cjuietly  took  up  their  abode  in  Canada. 
As  the  chance  of  a ch'aft  became  more  certain,  insurance  companies  were 
formed  for  the  protection  of  the  members.  Those  who  joined  these  organiza- 
tions paid  a sum  varying  from  §20  to  §50,  which  was  placed  in  a common 
fund,  to  ]irociU’e  substitutes  for  such  of  their  number  as  might  be  drawm  from 
the  wheel  of  fate.  While  preparations  for  the  draft  were  in  progress,  recruiting 
for  both  the  arnjy  and  the  navy  went  on  rvith  great  energy.  On  September 
25,  Capt.  Lennon's  cavalry  company  left  with  full  ranks,  and  by  the  4th  of 
October,  Roberts’  and  Miles’  companies  were  both  in  camp  at  Pittsburgh. 

Toward  the  latter  part  of  September,  the  State  authorities  became  alarmed 
for  the  safety  of  Harrisburg,  and  a hasty  call  was  i^sued  for  minutemen  to 
assist  in  the  defense  of  the  capital.  Six  companies,  including  some  of  the 
leading  business  men,  left  Erie  for  Harrisburg,  in  response  to  the  Governor’s 
appeal,  but,  happily,  were  not  needed  to  take  part  in  any  lighting.  They  re- 
turned in  the  beginning  of  October,  far  from  pleased- with  their  brief  lesson  in 
military  duty. 

Meanwhile,  an  enrollment  of  the  militia  had  been  made,  preliminary  to 
the  draft,  under  the  direction  of  I.  B.  Gara,  who  had  been  appointed  a Com- 
missioner for  the  purpose.  These  proceedings,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  meas- 
. urea  in  connection  with  the  subject,  were  carried  on  under  the  State  militia  law, 
the  Federal  Goveniment  not  having  yet  taken  the  matter  into  its  hands.  W. 
P.  Gilson  was  appointed  a Deputy  Marshal  to  prevent  the  escape  of  persons 
liable  to  conscription  into  Canada.  The  officers  to  manage  the  draft  were  B.  B. 
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Vincf-iif.  Ccn'!mi‘"Fiorjer,  and  Charles  Erandes,  Snrpeon.  Cov.  Curtin  gave 
lu  tice  that  volunteers  for  nine  months  would  be  accepted  up  to  the  day  of 
drafting. 

Tlie  draft  was  he’d  in  the  grand  jury  room  of  the  court  house  on  the  IHth 
of  October,  l.Ohh  name.s  being  drawn  for  the  whole  county,  the  owners  of 
which  were  to  serve  for  nine  n:onths.  A blindfold<?d  man  drew  the  slips  from 
the  wheel,  which  were  read  as  they  came  out  to  the  crowd  in  attendance  in 
and  aronnd  the  ci  urt  house.  There  were  many  funny  incidents,  and  seme 
that  were  very  sad  indeed.  Ncrrh  East  and  S]>ring£eld  were  the  only  districts 
in  the  county  that  escaped  the  diaft,  their  qnotas  being  Eill.  In  idling  tha 
wheel,  ad  persons  vrere  eyeinpted  above  the  age  of  forty-five  yecii's;  also,  ad 
ministers,  school  teachers  and  school  directors. 

.•\fter  the  draft,  th.o  main  business  for  some  weeks  was  hunting  u]i  substi- 
tutes. The  price  of  these  ranged  from  tiod  to  tliongh  the  average  was 

in  the  neighliorhood  of  irl-'O.  The  act  jpleased  parties  from  military  service 
on  payment  of  8300,  and  those  who  were  able  to  raise  the  money  generally 
availed  themselves  of  the  privilege.  A good  many  persons  who  had  con- 
clxtded  that  the  war  was  to  be  a long  and  blccdy  one.  shrewdly  mit  substitutes 
into  the  service  for  a tcum  of  thi'ee  years.  Swindlers  were  jdenty.  who  hired 
out  as  sixbstiuites.  got  their  money  in  advance  and  then  left  for  parts  unknown. 
Some  SOO  persons  were  exempted  for  physical  disalulity.  about  2-jO  failed  to 
report,  and,  altogether,  it  is  doubtful  whether  50d  of  the  drafted  men  ever 
went  into  the  army.  The  hrst  lot  of  conscripts,  lifty-one  in  number,  left  for 
camp  at  Pittsburgh  in  the  latter  part  of  October,  some  ?.00  were  forwarded  on 
the  lOlh  of  November,  and  the  balance  went  on  at  intervals  between  that  and 
the  end  of  the  year.  Andrew  Scott  was  appointed  a Provost  Mai’shal  to  Inint 
u]x  the  delinquents,  but  hardly  found  enough  to  pay  for  the  trouble.  The 
Councils  of  Erie  voted  845.000  for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  conscripts  from 
the  city,  and  the  Ladies’  ,\id  Society  snpjdied  each  family  with  a Thanksgiv- 
ing dinner  at  its  place  of  residence.  A majority  of  the  conscripts  reached  home 
by  the  ensuing  August.  Few  saw  any  fighting  and  the  number  of  deaths  was 
cjuite  meager. 

OTHER  JJATTER.«. 

Py  fall  ymices  had  gone  iip  25  to  40  per  cent,  with  a steady  tendency  to 
advance.  The  National  tax  law  was  in  full  operation,  and  county,  city  and 
township  levies  were  largely  increased  to  provide  money  for  bounties.  Gold 
and  silver  had  dlsa]'j'oared  from  circulation,  and  national  treasury  notes,  or 
greenbacks,  as  they  came  to  be  known,  weie  slowly  finding  their  way  into  use, 
but  the  principal  medium  of  exchange  still  consisted  of  ihe  notes  of  uncertain 
State  banks,  county  and  city  scri|i  and  Government  fractional  currency  or 
“ shin  plasters.”  Even  of  the  latter  there  were  not  encugh  for  pvd  lie  con- 
venience, and  business  men  resorted  to  checks  and  due  bills  for  frac’’ional  parts 
of  a dollar.  To  meet  the  demand  for  small  change,  the  city  issued  scrip  in 
sums  of  5,  10,  20,  25  and  50  cents,  which  proved  of  mneh  convenience  for  tho 
time  being. 

"While  this  was  the  state  of  affairs  financially,  political  feeling  grew  daily 
more  intense.  The  term  “ Copperhead,”  a.s  applied  to  the  Pemocrats,  came 
into  xxse  about  the  beginning  of  1803,  and  the  latter,  to  retort  upon  the  Pepub- 
licaus,  styled  them  Blacksnakes,  Pevolntiouists,  Piadicals  and  other  names 
more  forcible  than  polite.  The  Pepnblicans  taunted  the  Democrats  with  being 
opposed  to  the  war,  and  the  latter  answered  by  saying  that  the  Peyaiblicans 
aimed  at  the  destruction  of  the  people’s  liberty.  Looking  at  the  subject  now, 
tho  embittered  partisanship  of  the  day  seems  supremely  foolish  and  incora}>re- 
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hensible.  There  were  true  patriots  on  both  sides,  and  both  parties  doubtless 
contained  men  who  were  more  anxious  for  the  triumph  of  selfish  ends  than  for 
the  good  of  the  coan’ay.  Tho  mass  of  the  people  were  patriotic,  no  matter 
by  what  paity  name  they  called  themselves. 

THE  SECOND  DRAFT. 

Early  in  the  year  1863,  Congress  passed  an  act  taking  the  matter  of  con- 
scription out  of  the  hands  of  the  States,  rendering  all  persons  liable  betv/een 
the  ages  of  twenty  and  forty-five,  except  such  as  were  exempt  from  pliysical 
causes,  or  for  other  special  reasons,  and  making  each  Congressional  district  a 
military  district,  under  the  supervision  of  a Provost  Marshal,  an  Enrolling 
Commissioner  and  an  Examining  Surgeon,  to  be  ai)poiuted  by  the  President. 
To  escape  military  duty,  when  called  upon,  it  was  made  necessai’y  to  prove 
exemption,  furnish  a sub-stitute  or  pay  $300.  Lieut.  Col.  H.  S.  Campbell,  late 
of  the  Eighty-third  Kegimeut,  was  named  as  Marshal;  Jerome  Powell,  of  Elk 
County,  as  Commissioner;  and  Dr.  John  Mackliu,  of  Jefibrson  County,  as  Sur- 
geon, to  act  for  this  Congressional  district.  Headquarters  were  established 
at  "Waterford,  and  a new  enrollmenc  was  made  during  the  mon-ths  of  May  and 
June.  In  the  prosecution  of  their  duties,  the  enrolling  officers  met  with  some 
hostility  among  the  laborers  and  mechanics  of  the  city,  but  nothing  occurred 
of  a serious  nature.  The  Government  was  now  enlisting  negroes  into  the 
army,  and  bodies  of  those  troops  passed  through  Erie  frequently. 

O’be  news  of  the  rebel  invasion  of  Penu-sylvania,  and  of  the  battles  at  Get- 
tysburg caused  a vrouderful  commotiou  throughout  the  eoiinty.  The  Governor 
made  an  urgent  appeal  for  militia  to  defend  the  State,  and  instant  measures 
were  taken  in  response.  A vast  meeting  was  held  in  Erie  on  the  evo'uiug  of 
June  15,  at  v/hich  earnest  speeches  were  made  by  Messrs.  Lowrv.  Sill,  Galbraitii, 
Wall  ler,  Marvin,  McCreary  and  others,  pointing  out  the  duty  of  the  people  to 
drive  the  enemy  from  the  soil  of  Pennsylvania.  About  4(,l0  citizens  enlisted 
for  the  State  defense,  but,  on  reaching  Pittsburgh,  they  were  ordered  liome,  the 
victory  of  Meade  having  rendered  their  immediate  service  unnecessary.  Gen- 
erous  contributions  of  hospital  stores  were  sent  to  the  wounded  Erie  County 
soldiers  at  Gettysburg  by  the  efforts  of  the  Ladies’  Aid  Socieiy.  The  fall  of 
Vicksburg  and  Meade’s  triumph  were  celebrateil  in  Erie  with  great  rejoicing. 

By  reference  to  the  newspapers  of  the  day.  wo  find  that  in  June  Capt. 
IVIueller  wms  in  Erie  recruiting  another  battery.  Large  numbers  of  young  men 
were  shipping  in  the  navy.  The  citizens  were  making  extraordinary  exertions 
to  avert  another  draft.  Insurance  companies  against  the  draft  were  formed  by 
the  score,  and  hundreds  of  per.sons  were  putting  in  claims  for  exemption  to 
the  enrolling  officer.-;.  Eastern  regiments  were  j^nssiug  through  the  city  as 
often  as  two  or  tlireo  a week,  on  their  way  home  to  fill  up  their  ranks.  Not  a 
few  liable  to  military  service  were  slipping  off  to  Canada,  aud  an  occasional 
instance  was  reported  of  young  men  cunningly  maiming  themselves  to  secure 
exemption.  Tlie  only  portion  of  the  male  population  who  felt  really  comfort- 
able wore  the  deformed,  the  crippled  and  the  over-aged. 

The  second  draft  in  numerical  order,  and  the  first  under  tho  United  States 
law,  occurreii  at  Waterford,  under  the  supervision  of  tho  officers  above 
named,  on  Monday  and  Tuesday,  the  2-tth  and  25th  of  August.  The  wheel 
stood  on  a platform  in  front  of  the  Provost  Marshal’s  office,  and  the  names 
were  drawn  "by  a blind  man.  Au  audience  of  a thou-^and  or  more  surrounded 
the  officers,  one  of  whom  took  each  slip  ns  it  came  out  of  t)\o  wheel  and  read 
it  aloud,  so  that  all  present  could  hear.  The  crowd  was  good  naturod  through- 
out the  proceedings,  but  many  a man  who  assumed  inditl’ereuco  when  his  name 
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was  drawn  was  at  baart  sid;  and  sore.  The  saddest  features  of  the  case  did 
not  appear  to  the  ]niblic;  tlier  wore  only  known  to  the  pjarents,  tlie  wives  and 
the  children  of  the  conscripts.  It  is  impossible  to  state  the  number  who  were 
drafted,  but  as  the  county  was  announced  to  be  nearly  1,400  short  of  its  cptota 
a week  or  so  before,  it  is  probable  that  it  did  not  fall  much  belotv  that  figure. 
The  price  of  substitutes  ran  up  to  ?300,  with  the  supply  quite  rrp  to  the  demaud. 
On  the  20th  of  September,  it  wa.s  stated  in  the  uew.spapers  that  eighty-three 
of  the  conscripts  had  furnished  substitutes,  245  had  paid  commuta.tion,  700 
had  been  everapted  and  127  had  been  forwarded  to  camp  at  Pittsburgh. 

The  fall  election  for  Governor  was  one  of  the  most  esciting  in  the  history 
of  State  politics.  iUeetings  were  held  in  all  parts  of  the  county  by  both 
parties,  and  much  bad  feeling  prevaihxl. 

LIVELY  RTX'RUITI.VG. 

In  October,  app-ieared  a call  from  President  Lincoln  for  300,000  more  men. 
On  the  heels  of  this,  Gov.  Curtin  announced  Pennsylvania’s  quota  to  be 
38,268,  which  he  asked  to  be  made  up  by  volunteering.  A general  bounty  of 
$402  was  offered  to  veterans  who  should  re-enlist,  and  §100  less  to  nevr  re- 
cruits. To  this  sum  the  county  added  §300,  and  most  of  the  districts  §50  to 
§100  more. 

During  a poi'tion  of  the  season,  the  United  States  steamer  Michigan,  which 
had  been  fully  manned  again,  was  guarding  Johnson  Island,  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  lake,  where  about  two  thousand  rebel  prisoners  were  confined, 
whom  rumor  accused  of  a design  to  escape.  In  t.he  month  of  November,  re- 
ports became  current  of  a proposed  rebel  invasion  from  Canada,  Erie  being 
named  as  the  landing  place.  This  was  the  most  startling  news,  in  a local 
sense,  that  had  yet  arisen  out  of  the  war,  and  our  citizens  were  corresponding- 
ly agitated.  lYhilo  the  excitement  was  at  its  height,  000  troops  arrived  from 
Pittsburgh,  with  a battery,  all  under  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  Brooks.  The 
latter  directed  iutrenchments  to  be  thrown  up  ou  the  blockhouse  bluff,  and 
called  upon  the  citizens  to  lend  him  their  assistance.  Something  like  one 
thousand  obeyed  his  summons,  with  picks  and  shovels,  on  the  first  day,  but 
the  v7orkers  dwindled  woefully  in  number  on  the  second  day.  The  rumor, 
which  was  absurd  from  the  start,  soon  proved  to  be  false,  the  work  was  aban- 
doned, and  the  troops  left  for  the  South  in  a few  days,  with  the  exception  of 
the  battery. 

The  encouragement  given  by  the  large  bounties  did  much  to  promote  vol- 
unteering. Erie  County's  quota  of  the  new  call  was  073,  which  it  was  deter- 
mined by  the  public  should  be  made  up  without  a draft.  On  the  14th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1864,  the  members  of  tlie  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Begiment  came 
home  to  recruit  their  ranks.  They  w'ore  given  a grand  reception  at  the  depot, 
and  treated  by  the  Ladies  to  a sumptuous  repast  in  Wayne  Hall.  The  regiment 
went  into  camp  on  the  fair  grounds,  and  remained  until  February  25,  when 
they  loft  for  the  seat  of  war  with  ranks  nearly  full.  A good  many  members  of 
the  Eighty-third  Eegiment,  Avhoso  terms  had  expired,  also  came  home  in  Jan- 
uary, and  were  received  with  the  cordiality  their  bravery  entitled  them  to. 
Seventy-five  more  arrived  on  the  4th  of  March. 

Among  the  features  at  the  beginning  of  1864,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  two 
recruiting  officers  for  the  regular  army  were  busy  at  work  in  the  city.  The 
national  currency  had  supplanted  all  other  paper  circulation,  and,  being  issued 
in  vast  amounts,  had  iullated  prices  to  twice  and  thrice  their  normal  standard. 
A remarkable  spemilation  had  comnionced  in  reaP estate.  Sixty  persons  had 
enlisted  from  Erie  in  the  naw  and  hosts  of  others  were  thinking  of  doing  the 
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sa;n0  iu  proferonoa  to  entering  t'lB  army.  Several  s(jua:l^  of  negro  soldiers 
passed  throagh  Erie  from  Waterford,  where  they  had  been  aecoptod  to  apply 
on  the  quota  of  the  county.  Five  or  si.\  criminals  were  released  from 
prison  by  the  court  at  the  May  session  on  condition  that  they  must  join  the 
army. 

To  the  joy  of  all,  when  the  day  for  the  draft  arrived,  Erie  County  escaped, 
her  proportion  having  been  raised.  A few  names  were  drawn,  however,  for  the 
other  counties  of  the  Congressional  district. 

HALF  A MILIUON  MORE. 

The  call  of  the  President,  in  July,  for  5J),0JJ  more  men,  was  succeeded 
by  the  usual  periodical  endeavor  to  avoid  the  drart,  \s'hich  had  become  the  all- 
e.xcitiug  topic  of  discussion.  At  a meeting  in  Erie.  was  subscribed  to 

offer  extra  iuducemeuts  to  volunteers,  besides  the  United  States,  couuty  and 
district  bounties.  The  quota  of  the  county  wa.s  stated  to  be  1,'2SJ,  and  of  this, 
the  city's  proportion  was  about  one  hundred  and  fffty.  Provost  Marshal 
Campbell,  in  pursuance  of  instructions,  gave  notice  that  negroes  would  be  taken 
as  substitutes.  This  hint  was  eagerly  acoei'ited,  and  Asa  Patties,  John  W. 
Haldermau  and  Richard  M,  Broas  were  dejjuted  to  go  to  the  Southwest  and 
pick  up  recruits  to  apply  on  the  quota  of  Erie  County.  Meanwhile  Ensign 
Bone  had  opened  an  office  iu  the  city,  M^hero  lie  was  sbijiping  men  by  the  hun- 
dred for  the  navy.  About  a thousand  entered  the  service  through  that  channel, 
receiving  an  average  bounty  of  S40O.  The  price  of  substitutes  had  in- 
creased to  $0-50,  SGOO  and?700. 

President  Lincoln  wnas  re-elected  in  November,  after  a contest  which  has 
never  been  surpassed 'in  the  hatred  it  engendered,  and  the  vigor  with  which  it 
was  fought  on  both  sides.  Every  speaker  who  could  be  mustered  was  forced 
upon  the  stump,  and  there  was  scarcely  a cro.ss-roads  that  did  not  have  its  mass- 
meetings,  pole  raisings  and  political  clubs.  The  great  processions  of  tVie  two 
parties  in  Erie  during  that  campaign  were  the  chief  events  of  a life-time  to 
many  of  the  participants.  Notwithstanding  the  heated  canvas,  the  election 
passed  oft’  without  a disturbance,  and  the  defeated  party  acquiesced  in  the  re- 
sult with  the  calmness  of  a mai'tyr. 

On  the  lOth  of  November,  there  were  two  companies  of  home  guards  in 
Erie  organized  especially  for  Slate  defense. 

NEARIXO  THE  END. 

The  call  for  300,000  more  men  in  January,  1SG5,  led  the  Councils  of  Erie 
to  increase  their  offer  of  a bounty  to  SI  50,  which  was  ultimately  increased  to 
8400.  A draft  took  place  at  Liidgway,  whore  the  Provost  rdarshal’s  office  had 
been  moved  from  M'aterforJ,  on  the  Gth  of  March,  In  which  2,010  names  were 
drawn  from  Erie  County.  The  only  district  that  did  not  have  to  contribute  was 
Girard  Borough.  The  names  of  the  conscripts  were  telegrapheil  to  Erie  and 
read  to  the  anxious  thousands  in  waiting,  from  a window  of  the  M’right  Block. 
Occasionally,  a sound  of  forced  laughter  would  be  heard  as  some  excitable 
person’s  name  was  announced,  but  the  general  bearing  of  the  crowd  was  sol- 
emn and  painful.  Hundreds  of  women  were  iu  the  crowd,  and  their  distress 
upon  learning  of  the  conscription  of  some  father,  husband  or  brother  was  most 
pitiful.  The  people  wore  at  last  face  to  face  wit’n  war's  sternest  andcruelest 
realities.  The  Legislature  had  passed  an  act  authorizing  airy  district  to  pay 
a bounty  of  S4G0,  and  large  suras  were  now  offered  for  volunteers  and  substi- 
fcute.s.  The  price  of  the  latter  at  one  period  rose  to  §1,500,  but  got  down  final- 
ly to  an  average  of  between  §700  and  §S00.  Of  the  drafted  men,  a good  por- 
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tion  entered  the  service  and  wore  mostly  assigned  to  guard  duty  in  the  forts 
at  and  near  Washington.  Tlie  majority  of  them  were  back  by  the  close  of 
June. 

On  Sunday,  April  9,  came  the  glad  news  of  the  surrender  of  I.ee,  which 
was  everywhere  hailed  as  the  virtual  end  of  the  war.  The  demonstration  in 
Erie  over  Iho  event  was  the  luo.st  joyful  and  impressive  in  the  city's  history. 
Cannon  were  fixed,  bells  were  rung,  flags  were  thrown  to  the  breeze,  and  the 
whole  }K)pulation  shouted  themselves  hoarse  for  the  Tnion  and  its  gallant  sol- 
diers. The  illumination  in  the  evening  made  the  streets  almost  as  bright 
as  the  noonday  sun. 

This  universal  gladness  was  quickly  changed  to  profound  sorrow  by  the 
assassination  of  President  Lincoln  on  that  dreadful  Friday,  tho  12th  of 
April.  Emblems  of  mourning  instantly  took  the  place  of  the  tokens  of  victory, 
and  every  warehouse,  shop  and  business  establishment  was  closed  on  Saturday. 
The  special  train  bearing  the  martyred  President’s  remains  to  Springfield,  passed 
through  the  city  on  the  27th  of  April.  Thousands  of  sjjectators  gathered  at 
the  depot  to  pay  their  last  tribute  of  respect  to  the  honored  dead. 

OFFICEUS  FBOM  ERIE  COUNTY. 

Here  ends  the  story  of  the  war.  so  far  as  relates  to  its  general  features  in 
Erie  County.  A sketch  in  detail  of  the  several  rogimeuts  is  given  below,  to 
which  all  are  referred  who  *Nvish  to  know  more  of  their  history.  The  following 
is  a partial  list  of  oificers  from  Erie  County  who  took  part  in  the  contest,  aside 
from  those  already  named  or  i.u  the  regular  regimental  organizations: 

United  States  Navij. — llegular  officers,  R.  13.  Lowry,  Thomas  F£.  Stev- 
ens, R.  N.  Spotts,  James  E.  louett,  James  W.  Shirk,  Leonard  Paulding,  D. 
Lanman.  Xapoleon  Collins. 

Chief  Engineer — YVilliam  H.  Rutherford. 

Surgeon — W.  Maxwell  M'ood. 

Assistant  Paymasters— J.  P.  Loomis,  Walter  W’’.  Chester,  George  A.  Lyon. 

Votunteer  Service.- — Masters — John  H.  7Yelsh,  M.  J.  Cronen,  James  C. 
Marshal],  Jr. 

Ensigns— A.  J.  Louch,  M.  E.  Flannigan,  Patrick  Donnelly,  MTlliam  Slo- 
cum, James  Hunter,  George  AY.  Bone,  Felix  McCann,  Philip  Englehart,  James 
S.  Roberts,  C.  M.  Bragg,  John  Dunlap,  i'rank  Oliver,  James  Downs,  J.  M. 
Reed,  John  Sullivan,  Norman  AlcCloud,  AAharren  Burch,  — Reed,  — Reed, 
Patrick  Murphy,  Braxton  Bragg. 

Engineers — Patrick  Ylaloney,  Robert  Riley,  William  Bass,  Bennett  Jones, 
P.  H.  Eales,  Jonas  Slocum.  AA'illiam  Moran,  John  Miles,  George  Odell. 

Gunners — John  Alurray  ,AViiliam  Barton,  Thomas  Carpenter. 

Carpenters— J.  Cr.  'J.’homas,  John  O.  Baker. 

Masters  Alates— I’atrick  Sullivan,  Horace  Sprague,  Robert  Roberts,  Thomas 
J.  Dunlap,  AViliiam  Marsh,  Henry  C.  AVarren,  AATlliam  E.  Leonard,  Jesse  i\I. 
Piutherford,  Joseph  Is.  Kelso,  James  Cummins,  Henry  A"an  Velsor. 

Revenue  Service. — Douglass  Ottiuger. 

United  States  Anuy.— Regular  officers— Gen.  Reno,  H.  B.  Fleming,  Josiah 
Kellogg,  AAh  AA’.  Lyon. 

Paymaster — A.  JIcDow'ell  I.yon. 

Quartermaster — E.  C.  AVilson. 

Volunteer  Sendee. — A.  F.  Swan,  Si.xteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry;  Lockwood 
Caughey,  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry;  AA'illiam  AIcAIlister,  Twelfth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry;  T.  J.  Hoskiuson,  Fifty-eighth  Penn.sylvania  Infantry. 

Paymasters — Allen  A.  Craig,  S.  A’.  Holliday,  Gideon  J.  Ball,  Henry  C. 
Rogers,  John  A\A  AA'alker. 
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Quartermaster — Kobert  C.  Caugiie'y. 

Surgeons — J.  L.  Stewart,  Thomas  H.  Shrart. 

The  above  is  iar  from  full,  and  may  be  incorrect  in  some  res[)ects. 

The  lamented  Gen.  Reno  was  appointed  to  West  Point  through  the  influence 
of  Hon.  John  Galbraith.  His  father  was  once  in  business  at  tho  Erie  docks. 

S.  Todd  Perley  served  daring  a good  part  of  the  vvar,  by  appointment  of 
Gov.  Curtiir,  as  State  .Tgent  to  assist  the  sick  and  wounded  in  hospital  at 
"Washington. 

COUNTY  FIXA.N'CES  l.V  CONNECTION  WITH  THE  WAR. 

The  following  are  extracts  from  the  records  of  the  CounQ^  Commissioners 
during  and  immediately  following  the  v/ar. 

1861 —  April  22 — The  sum  of  810,000  of  the  county  funds  set  apart  for  the 
support  of  such  persons  as  shall  enlist  in  support  of  the  Government. 

1862 —  August  5 — A bounty  of  850  voterl  to  each  person  who  will  volunteer 
to  make  up  the  quota  of  500  men  required  from  Erie  County  to  make  up  the 
call  of  the  President. 

September  10 — The  quota  being  full  and  a large  excess  of’  volunteers  in 
tho  One  Hundred  and  Forty-lifth  PiPgiment;  the  resolution  ofi'ering  a bounty 
of  850  extended  to  all  who  may  hereafter  form  the  Eighty-third,  One  Hundrod 
and  Eleventh  and  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Regiments,  or  Thomas  Len- 
non’s Cavalry  Company,  to  be  credited  to  Erie  County, 

1S63 — December  11— .1  bounty  of  8300  voted  to  each  pex'son  who  shall 
volunteer  to  the  credit  of  Erie  County,  so  as  to  avoid  the  draft  hxed  for  the  5th 
of  January,  warrants  to  "be  issued  for  the  purpose  drawing  interest,  redeemable 
at  the  will  of  the  County  Commissioners  in  count)-  scrip,  at  par  without 
interest. 

1864— Februaiw  9 — The  bounty  of  §300  extended,  under  the  same  condi- 
tions as  above. 

April  5 — County  scrip  signed  to  date,  §190,800. 

March  14 — Rate  of  bounty  tax  hxed  at  20  mills  on  the  dollar  of  valuation. 
Amount  levied,  893,652. 

March  22 — The  bounty  of  §300  continued  till  the  quota  of  Erie  County  is 
full;  provided,  that  if  a local  boirnty  is  offered  by  any  ward,  borough  or  town- 
ship, the  county  will  only  pav  so  much  in  additio.u  as  will  make  the  sum  of 
§300. 

June  7 — Record  made  that  tho  injunction  asked  for  by  James  C:.  Marshall 
against  the  issue  of  the  county  scrip  had  been  denied  by  Judgo  Derrickson. 

December  15 — The  other  banks  of  Erie  having  refused  to  receive  the  county- 
scrip  on  deposit,  arrangements  made  by  -^Yhich  it  will  be  received  by  the  Key- 
stone National  Bank  at  par. 

A tax  of  835,000  levied  to  redeem  county  scrip. 

1805— January  9 — Rate  of  county  bounty  tax  fixed  at  3 per  C(.>nt  on  the  val- 
uation. Amount  levied  8171,867. 

October  2 — Tax  to  the  amount  of  812,000  levied  to  pay  interest  on  scrip  and 
bounty  warrants. 

December  27 — The  rate  of  county  bounty  tax  fixed  at  15  mills  on  tho  valu- 
ation. Amount  levied  8SS,G43.  * 

1800 — January  2 — Burned  $74,891  of  the  county  scrip. 

1SG7 — January  7 — Burned  $54,532  of  county  scrip. 

April  1 — Burned  825,000  of  county  scrip. 

1870 — October  4 — Estimate  of  county  expiensos;  To  replace  scrip  burned 
by  Auditors  for  1869,  §14,800;  to  redeem  county  scrip  yet  outstanding,  83,7U0. 
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The  above  is  all  that  is  to  be  fouDcl  in  the  minute  book  of  the  Coinmission- 
ers  relating  to  the  subject. 

PRICES  COMPARBU. 

The  following  table  of  retail  prices,  compiled  from  the  Erie  papers,  shows 
Ijow  the  cost  of  living  advanced  in  coiisef' nonce  of  the  war; 


ARTICLES. 


Flour,  por  barrel 

Wlieat,  per  bushel 

Corn,  per  bushel 

Rye,  per  bushel 

O.its,  per  bushel 

Barley,  per  bushel 

Clover  seed,  per  bushel  ... 
Timothy  seed,  per  bushel. 

Flav  seed,  per  bushel 

Potatoes,  per  bushel 

Beans  per  bushel 

Dried  apples,  per  bushel... 

Butter,  per  pcuud 

Lard,  per  pound 

Cheese,  per  pound 

Ham,  per  pound 

Shoulder,  per  pound 

Eggs,  per  do7eu 

Hard  wood,  per  cord 

Soft  wood,  per  cord 
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60 
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1.50  © 2 00 

2 00 
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2.6  @ 

20© 


THE  ERIE  REGIMEXT— THREE  MONTHS. 

This  regiment  was  recruited  under  a call  issued  on  the  2tst  of  April,  1881, 
by  Capt.  John  W.  McLane,  who  had  served  in  the  Mevicau  war,  and  at  the 
breaking-ont  of  the  rebellion  was  in  command  of  the  Wayno  Guard  at  Erie. 
Twelve  hundred  men  responded  to  the  call  in  foiu’  days,  of  whom  ten  companies 
of  seventy-seven  men  each  were  accepted.  The  regiment  was  mainly  recruited 
from  Erie  and  Crawford  Counties.  It  went  into  camp  on  a piece  of  vacant 
ground  in  Erie  City,  on  the  east  side  of  Parade  street,  near  the  intersection 
of  Sixth,  which  was  duly  christened  Camp  Wayne.  Field  officers  were  elected 
on  the  27th  of  April.  The  regiment  proceeded  by  rail  to  Pittsburgh  on 
Wednesday,  Zviay  1,  and  camped  along  the  xUleghony  Eiver  a short  distance 
above  the  city.  Being  the  first  organized  regiment  that  had  reached  the  city, 
it  was  received  with  much  curiosity  and  enthusiasm,  and  the  people  vied  with 
each  other  in  deeds  of  kindness  to  both  officers  and  men.  After  six  weeks 
spent  in  idleness  at  Camp  Y\Tlkins,  as  its  first  quaiders  were  knosvn,  the  regi- 
ment was  moved  to  Hulton  Station,  twelve  miles  further  up  the  Allegheny,  where 
a general  rendezvous  had  been  established  for  tho  troops  of  Western  Pennsyl- 
vania, under  the  name  of  Camp  Wright.  Here  the  men  received  muskets  and 
were  carefully  drilled,  but  laboi’cd  under  much  disadvantage  in  target  prac- 
tice for  want  of  suitable  ammunition.  The  term  of  enlistment  of  the  re^-i. 
menl  expired  without  its  having  been  mustered  into  the  United  States  service. 
It  returned  to  Erie  on  the  20th  of  July,  much  to  the  disgust  of  both  officers 
and  men,  who  were  in  dead  earnest  to  render  some  service  to  their  country. 

The  following  were  the  principal  officers  of  the  regiment: 
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FIELD  AND  STAFF. 

Oolont'l — John  AV.  McLane. 

Liouto7''.ant  Colonel — Benjamin  Grant. 

Major-  -M.  Selilaudecker. 

Ad j utant — Strong  Yi n con t. 

Quarter-inaster — S.  B.  Benson. 

Surgeon — J.  ]j.  Stewart. 

COMPA.NY  A — RECRUITED  AT  F.RIE. 

Captai.n — T.  l\.t.  Austin. 

First  Iiieuteuant — A.  McD.  Lyon. 

Second  Lieutenant — Strong  Yin  cent. 

Second  Lieutenant — YCilliam  E.  Bates. 

COMPA.VT  B — RECRUITED  AT  ERIE. 

Captain — Hiram  L.  Brown. 

First  Lieutenant — James  F.  Y'itticli. 

^ First  Lieutenant — D.  B.  McCreary. 

Second  Lieutenant — John  M.  Clark. 

COMPANY  C— RECRUITED  AT  ERIE. 

Captain — John  Graham. 

First  Lieutenant— A.  E.  Yale. 

Second  Lieutenant — C.  P.lvogers. 

CO.MP.-VNY  D— RECRUITED  AT  CONNEAUTVILLE. 

Captain — J.  L.  Bunn. 

jbhrst  Lieutentonaut — J.  Yh  Patton. 

Second  Lieutenant — I.  S.  Krick. 

COMP.-VNY  E— RECRUITED  AT  WATERFORD. 

Captain — John  A.  Austin. 

First  Iiieutenant — A.  M.  Judson. 

Second  Lieutenant — J.  JV.  McKay. 

COMPANY  F — RECRUITED  AT  TITUSVILLE. 

Captain — Charles  B.  IMorgan. 

First  Lieutenant — James  Farrell. 

Second  Lieutenant — David  P.  Sigler. 

COMPANY  G — RECRUITED  AT  GIRARD. 

Capitain — -D.  Y".  Hutchinson. 

First  Lieutenant  — J.  Godfrey. 

Second  Lieutenants  — C.  A.  Pettibone,  J.  E.  Pettibono. 

COMPANY  II — RECRUITED  AT  UNION. 

Captain — John  Jjandsrath. 

First  Lieutenant — John  M.  Sell. 

Second  Lieutenant — \V^.  W.  Gould. 

COMPANY  I — RECRUITED  AT  ERIE. 

Captain — Frank  AVagnor. 

First  Lieutenant — Peter  Liebel. 

Second  Lieutenant — Peter  Schlaudocker. 
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COMPANY  K — RECRriTKD  AT  ERIE. 

Captain — John  Kilpatrick. 

First  Lientcuant — Thoma.s  C.  McLane. 

Second  Lieutenant — Edv/ard  Coughlin. 

The  regiment  was  accompanied  by  Mehh's  Band  during  the  entire  period,  of 
its  absence. 


THE  EIGHTY-THIRD  REGIMENT. 

On  the  return  of  the  three  months’  regiment,  Col.  McLane  immediately  au- 
nomiced  hi.s  purpose  of  raising  another  regiment  for  three  years.  Authority 
for  this  purpose  was  received  on  the  24th  of  July.  1S61,  and  in  less  than  five 
weeks  the  full  complement  of  1,000  men  had  enlisted,  mainly  from  the  coun- 
ties of  Erie,  Crawford,  Warren  and  Forest.  Of  these,  nearly  three  hundred 
had  been  members  of  the  three  mouths’  regiment.  The  rendezvous  was  on  the 
old  fair  grounds  oast  of  Erie,  and  the  regiment  was  mustered  into  the  Fnited 
Stales  service  on  the  Sth  of  September.  It  left  for  Washington  on  the  10th  of 
Se^itemljer,  accompanied  by  Alehl’s  Band,  where  it  was  assigned  to  the  Third 
Brigade  of  Porter's  division,  under  command  of  Gen.  Butterfield.  The  regi- 
ment soon  attained  to  a high  ropiitation  for  drill  and  soldierly  appearance.  On 
one  occasion,  Gen.  McClellan  said  to  Col.  McLane:  “ I con,gratulate  you  upon 
havingone  of  the  very  best  regiments  in  the  army.”  Gen,  Butterhold  also  congrat- 
ulated and  commended  the  regiment  in  a general  order.  It  was  also  awarded 
one  of  the  French  uniform.s  and  equipments  that  had  been  specially  imported 
to  be  presented  to  the  regiments  found  the  most  proficient  in  a competitive 
drill.  The  regiment  remained  in  camp  in  front  of  'Washington  until  the  Sth 
of  March,  1SG2,  when  orders  were  received  for  the  whole  army  to  move.  It 
took  part  in  the  reconnoissance  toward  Big  Bethel  and  the  siege  of  Yorktown, 
and  was  prominently  engaged  in  the  battles,  of  Hanover  Court  House,  Gaines’ 
Mill,  Malvern  Hill  and  most  of  the  desperate  encounters  along  and  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Chiekahominy,  At  Gaines’  IMili  on  the  27th  of  June,  Col. 
McLane  was  killed,  lamented  not  only  by  his  own  men  but  by  the  whole  corps. 
On  the  11th  of  August,  Mebl’s  Band',  which  had  been  with  the  regiment  to 
that  date,  wa.s  discharged  by  general  order,  and  came  back  to  Erie.  When  the 
army  moved  north,  the  Eighty-third  accompanied,  it,  and  participated  in  Pope’s 
campaign,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg.  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Spottsyl- 
vauia,  and,  in  fact,  nearly  every  battle  that  was  fought  down  to  the  closing 
scene  at  Appomattox.  Col.  Vincent,  who  had  succeeded  Col.  McLane,  and  who 
was  at  the  time  in  command  of  the  Irrigade,  fell,  mortally  wounded,  at  Gettys- 
burg on  the  2d  of  July,  18b3.  Ho  had  been  appointed  a Brigadier  General, 
but  the  news  of  his  promotion  did  not  reach  the  regiment  until  after  his 
death.  After  Gettysburg,  the  regiment,  which  had  been  reduced  by  losses 
in  battle  and  sickness  to  but  200  of  its  original  members,  was  enlarged  to 
the  extent  of  some  400  drafted  men  and  substitutes,  and  it  received  acces- 
sions from  time  to  time  sufficient  to  swell  its  total  roll  to  about  2,000.  It 
was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  Washington  on  the  2Sth  of  June, 
1SC5,  and  formally  disbanded  on  the  4th  of  July  at  Harrisburg.  The 
members  of  the  regiment  returned  to  their  homes  in  small  bodies,  but 
their  welcome  was  none  the  less  warm  and  cheering.  In  the  official  his- 
tory of  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  publi.shed  by  tiie  commonwealth,  it  is  stated 
that  the  Eighty-third  Piegiment  was  engaged  in  twenty-five  battles,  “more  by 
two  than  any  other  Pennsylvania  Infantry  regiment.”  The  surviving  members 
formed  a civil  organization  in  September,  1867,  which  has  assembled  each 
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year  at  sume  toAvu  within  the  limits  of  the  territory  in  which  it  was  recruited. 
Below  is  a list  of  the  principal  oflicers  of  the  regiment: 

FIEEU  AND  .STAFF. 

Colonels — John  W.  McLaue,  Strong  Yincent,  O.  S.  Woodwardj  Chauncey 
P.  Piogers. 

Lieutenant  Colonels — Strong  Vincent,  Hugh  S.  Campbell,  Dewitt  G.  Mc- 
Coy, CLauncey  P.  Pogers,  YVilliam  O.  Colt. 

^Majors — Louis  H.  jS'aghel,  ^7i!liam  H.  Lamont,  Y/illiam  O.  Colt,  ^y.  H. 
Du'’ibar.  , 

Adjutants — John  M.  Clark,  B.  M.  Frank. 

Quartermasters — -James  Saegcr,  Dauiel  W.  Clark,  George  iNL  Boal. 

Surgeons — AV'illiam  Faulkner,  E.  P.  Allen,  0.  P.  Burchfield. 

Assistant  Surgeons  — David  E.  Belknap,  Isaac  Y'^alboru,  Michael  Thomp- 
son, Jonathan  Av’otring,  William  S.  Stewart,  Jared  Free,  T.  C,  M.  Stockton. 

Chaplains— Josiah  Flower,  Orson  B.  Clark. 

COMPANY  A — RECP.UITDD  AT  TITUSVILLE. 

Captains — Charles  .B.  Morgan,  David  P.  Sigler,  David  P.  Jones,  W^illiam 
O.  Colt,  E.  Jj.  AVhitteLsey. 

I'ir,st  Lieutenants — l)avid  P.  Sigler.  Dctvid  P.  Jones,  James  M.  Hunter, 
Martin  Y.  Gifford,  Wilkes  S.  Colt. 

Second  Lieutonanfs — David  P.  Jones,  James  M.  Hunter,  AYilkos  S.  Colt, 
AYiliiam  H.  Lamont,  Pierce  Hanrahan,  David  li.  Piogers. 

COMPANY  E — RECRUITED  AT  MEADVILLE. 

Captains — John  F.  Morris,  David  A.  Apple,  Daniel  G.  Saeger,  Israel 
Thickstun,  Aaidrew  J.  McKee. 

First  Lieutenants — James  Saeger,  Daniel  G.  Saeger,  Orriu  A.  Hotchkiss, 
David  A.  Ap]>le,  xAndrow  J.  McKee,  A.  C.  Montgomery,  Harrison  Eaymond. 

Second  Lieutenanis — David  A,  Apple,  Dauiel  G.  Saeger,  Orrin.  A.  Kotch- 
kis.s,  A.  C.  Montgomery,  Ilarrisou  Pvaymoud,  Charles  AY.  Smith. 

COMPANY  C — RECRUITED  AT  ERIE. 

Captains — John  Graham,  John  IT.  Borden. 

First  Lieutenants — Aaron  E.  YTalo,  John  AY.  Y’^annatta,  Abner  B.  Edeou, 
Charles  H.  Hubbell. 

Second  Lieutenants—Jamoa  It.  Farrell,  Bethuel  J.  Goff‘,  Joseph  B.  Grim- 
ier, John  AAA  Y^annatta,  Samuel  L.  Fluke,  Charles  LT.  Hubbell,  Daniel  B. 
Foote. 

CO.MPANY  1) — RECRUITED  AT  EDINBORO. 

Captains — O.  S.  \A’oodward,  Chauncey  P.  Rogers,  John  P.  Kleclaier. 

First  Lieutenants — Chauncey  P.  Rogers,  Isaac  Keck. 

Second  Lieutenants — Plymptou  A-  White,  Isaac  Keck,  Abijah  H.  Burnett. 

COMPANY"  E — RECRUITED  AT  AVATERFORD. 

Captains — Hugh  S.  Campbell,  Amos  M.  Jndson,  Benjamin  A.  Smith,  etei 
Grace. 

First  Lieutenants— Amos  M.  Judsou,  YA’illium  O.  Colt,  Peter  Grace,  YY^ill- 
iam  H.  YIcGill. 

Second  Lieutenants — AYilliam  O.  Colt,  James  H.  Barnett,  Peter  Grace, 
William  H.  YIcGill,  xilex  B.  Langley,  E.  L.  A\'hittelsey,  James  C.  Percival. 
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COMPAXy  I' — EECRUITEI)  AT  MKADVILLE. 

Captains — Dewitt  C.  McCoy,  Thomas  A.  Stebbins,  C.  Y.  Yan  Daseu, 

First  Lieutenants — Joel  Smith,  Thomas  A.  Stebbins,  C.  Y.  Yan  Dusen, 
John  W.  Marshall,  Noble  L.  Terrell. 

Second  Lieutenanls — Thomas  A.  Stebbins,  John  W.  Marshall,  A.ugiistus 
McGill,  Y'illiam,  J".  Gleason,  John  P.  Kleckuer,  Y\Tlliam  L.  Bennett. 

COWPANi'  G — RECRUITEli  AT  ITOXESTA. 

Captains — Daniel  S.  Knox,  George  Stowe,  Moses  G.  Corey. 

First  Lieutenants— George  Stowe,  Sloses  G.  Corey,  Thomas  Yan  Giesen. 

Second  Lieutenants — Daniel  Y,h  Clark,  John  Herrington,  Moses  G.  Corey, 
Thomas  J.  Yan  Giesen,  Benjamin  A.  Smith. 

A ne>^'  company  G,  recruited  in  Allegheny  County,  -was  assigned  to  the 
regiment  in  March,  1865. 

COMPANY  H — RECRUITED  AT  CONNEAUTVILLE. 

Captains — P.  B.  Carptenter,  Israel  Thickstun. 

First  Lieutenants — John  E,  AVilsou,  Isi’uel  Thickstun,  Roswell  B.  Hynes. 

' Second  Lieutenants — Israel  Thickstun,  James  AY  Foster,  Oliver  L.  Hall, 
Andrew  J.  AIcKee. 

A new  company  H,  recruited  at  Pittsburgh,  was  assigned  to  the  regiment 
in  March,  1865. 

COMPANY  I — RECRUITED  AT  ERIE. 

Captains — Hiram  L.  Brown,  John  M.  Sell,  John  H. Borden. 

First  Lieutenants — John  AI.  Sell,  John  H.  Borden,  Frederick  C.  AAhttich. 

Second  Lieutenants — John  Ivl.  Clark,  Frederick  C.  AA’ittich,  AA'illiara  J. 
AVitcich,  Abner  B.  EcLson. 

A new  company  I,  recruited  at  Harrisburg  and  Reading,  was  assigned  to 
the  regiment  in  March,  1SC5. 

COMPANY  K — RECRUITED  AT  ERIE. 

Captains — Thomas  M.  Austin,  John  Hechtman. 

First  Lieutenants — AAAlliam  E.  Bates,  John  Hechtman,  Henry  Austin. 

Second  Lieutenants — Edmund  AAk  Reed,  .Henry  Austin,  Noble  L.  Terrell. 

A.  new  company  K,  recruited  in  Dauphin  County,  was  assigned  to  the  reg- 
iment in  Alarch,  1865. 


THE  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  ELEVENTH  REGIMENT. 

AA’hile  the  Eighty-third  Regiment  was  organizing,  application  was  made 
to  the  Secretary  of  Y'ar  by  Alatthias  Sehlaudecker,  of  Erie,  who  had  served  as 
Alajor  of  the  three  months’  regiment,  for  authority  to  recruit  a new  infantry 
regiment  for  the  three  years’  service.  His  request  was  granted  on  the  2d  of  Sej.)- 
tember,  1861,  a rendezvous  was  at  once  established  at  the  old  fair  ground, 
and  on  the  24th  of  January,  1862,  the  ranks  being  full,  a regimental  organiza- 
tion was  effected.  The  regiment  left  for  Harrisburg  on  the  25th  by  way  of 
Cleveland  and  Pittsburgh,  reaching  the  State  capital  on  the  27th.  There  it 
-was  fui-nished  with  colors,  arms  and  equipments,  and  on  the  1st  of  Alarch  pro- 
ceeded to  Baltimore.  Its  first  serious  engagement  was  on  the  9th  of  August, 
at  Cedar  Alountain,  where  it  lost  19  killed,  61  wounded  and  13  missing.  From 
that  time  to  the  24th  of  September.  1863,  when  the  regiment  was  transferred 
to  Tennessee,  it  was  constantly  connected  with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
participated  in  nearly  all  of  the  memorable  battles  in  A’irginia  and  Alaryland, 
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incluiling  Antietara,  Clmricellorsvillo  arnl  Gettysburg.  While  stationed  at  Acquia 
Creek  it  was  one  of  liftoen  regiments  specially  commended  by  Gen.  Hooker  in 
his  general  order  of  March  8.  Col.  Schlaudecker  was  hojaorably  dis- 
charged in  .November,  1802,  and  the  other  held  officers  were  duly  pro- 
moted. The  regiment  joined  .Rosecrans’  army  at  Murfreesboro  on  the  6th  of 
October,  1808.  anti  took  a consjticuous  part  in  the  movement  upon  Lookout 
Mountain.  Tn  December,  most  of  its  members  enlisted  for  a second  term,  and 
were  given  a furlough  to  come  home,  arriving  at  Erie  the  14th  of  January, 
1804.  On  returuing  to  the  scene  of  war  in  the  Southwe.st,  the  regiment  took  part 
in  the  march  upon  Atlanta,  being  one  of  the  first  to  enter  that  city.  During 
tlie  severe  fighting  before  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  Col.  Cobhara  was  shot,  and 
died  on  the  field  of  battle.  The  regiment  performed  pi'ovost  duty  in  Atlanta 
some  two  months,  when  it  joined  the  main  body  of  the  army  in  Sherman’s 
famous  “march  to  the  sea.”  At  Goldsboro,  X.  C.,  the  One  Hundred  and 
Ninth  and  One  Hundred  and  Eleventh  Regiments,  which  had  served  side  by 
side  since  1SG2,  wero  consolidated,  with  88b  members,  retaining  the  latter 
title.  It  was  mustered  out  of  service  at  Washington  on  the  10th  of  July,  1805, 
and  the  Northwestern  Pennsylvania  portion  of  the  regiment,  reached  Erie  on 
the  27th  of  the  same  month,  where,  after  a grand  reception,  the  gallant  veter- 
ans cpaietly  separated  for  their  respective  homes.  Below  is  a list  of  the  prin- 
cipal officers  of  the  regiment: 

FIELD  AXD  STAFF. 

Colonels— M.  Sclilandecker,  George  A.  Cobham,  Thomas  AI.  Walker. 

Iheiitenant  Colonels — George  A.  Cobham,  Thomas  M.  Walker,  Frank  J. 
Osgood. 

Majors — Thomas  M.  Walker,  Frank  J.  Osgood,  John  A.  Boyle. 

Adjutants — John  A.  Boyle,  James  M.  Wells,  Hiram  L.  Blodgett,  John  R. 
Boyle,  Albert  G.  Lucas. 

Quartermasters — Alexander  Thonapson,  AVilliam  Saeger,  Noah  WT  IjowcII. 

Surgeons — "Wallace  B.  Stewart,  George  P.  Oliver,  James  L.  Dunn,  D.  H. 
Strickland. 

A.ssistant  Surgeons — John  Nicholson,  James  Stokes,  Henry  F.  Conrad, 
Joseph  F.  Ake,  G.  M.  Bradlield,  D.  H.  Strickland. 

Chaplains — J^oren  D.  "Williams,  John  R.  Hamilton. 

COMPANY  A. 

Captafns — Josiah  Brown,  John  D.  Bentley,  Martcllus  H.  Tndd,  George 
Selkregg. 

First  Jjieutouants — John  D.  Bently,  Martellus  H.  Todd,  Nelson  E.  Ames, 
Joseph  AVarford. 

Second  Lieutenants — M.  H.  Todd,  N.  E.  Ames,  Gyrus  A.  Hayes. 

COMPANY  B. 

Captains — Arthur  Corrigan,  AY.  P.  Langworthy,  AA'allace  B.  AVaruer, 
W'illiam  Geary,  John  J.  Haight. 

First  Lieutenants — W.  P.  Langworthy,  AVallace  B.  Warner,  John  J. 
Haight. 

Second  Lieutenants — Wallace  B.  Warner,  John  J.  Haight,  Marvin  D. 
Pettit. 

COMPANY  C. 

Caplains; — Richard  Cross,  O.  H P.  Ferguson. 

First  Lieulenauts — O.  H.  P.  Fergason,  Hiram  L.  Blodgett,  William  C.  Hay, 
•lohn  AIcFarlaud. 
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Soconcl  Lientenantb) — Tlirara  L.  Blodgetc,  William  C.  Hay,  Pliiletus  D. 
Fowlfi'. 

COMPANY  i>. 

Captains— Elias  W,  Pierce,  William  J.  Alexander,  H.  R.  Sturdevant. 

First  Lieutenants— William  J.  Alexander,  H.  R.  Sturdovant,  Xelson  Spen- 
cer, C.  W.  Culbertson. 

Second  Lieutenants— Hi  R.  Sturdevant,  Nelson  Spencer,  Warren  M.  Foster. 

COMPANY  E. 

Captains — Samuel  M.  HaYis,  Peter  S.  Bancroft,  Francis  A.  Guthrie,  Will- 
iam L.  Patterson. 

First  Lieutenants — Leander  W.  Kimball,  F.  A.  Gutlirio,  W.  L.  Patterson, 
Jesse  Moore. 

Second  Lieutenants — W.  L.  Patterson,  Jesse  Moore,  Hiram  Bissell. 


COMPANY  F. 

Captains — John  Braden,  James  M.  YVells. 

First  Lieutenants — James  M.  AVells,  C.  M.  Kingsbury,  Andrew  W.  Tracy. 
Second  Lieutenants— C.  W.  Flingsbury,  George  Selkregg,  John  L.  Wells. 


COMPANY  Q. 


Captains — William  A.  Thomas.  Frederick  L.  Gimbei’. 

First  I_iieutenauts — Christian  Sexaur,  AYilliam  Alathers. 

Second  Lieutenants — Jo.seph  Cronenberger,  A'’’a!entine  Hitchcock,  Albert 
K.  Kinney. 

COMPANY  H. 


Cap)tains — J.  P.  Schlaudecker,  Hiram  L.  Blodgett,  AA^illiam  C.  Hay. 

First  Lieutenants — George  L AVhitney,  John.  R.  Boyle,  William  P.  Gould. 
Second  Lieutenants —Samuel  S.  Bloom,  John  R.  Boyle. 


' COMPANY  I, 

Captains — Frank  Wagner,  Charles  Woeltge,  Moses  A^eale. 

First  I-jieutenants — Charles  Woeltge,  John  C.  Teel,  Jienry  Hieftonbach, 
AVilliam  AA’.  Gritnng. 

Second  Lieutenants— U.  Schlaudecker  AVilliam  Saeger,  Henry  Hieffen- 
bach. 

COMPANY  K. 

Captains — Jonas  J.  Pierce.  Frank  J.  Osgood.  Plympton  A.  Alead. 

First  Lieutenants — F.  J.  Osgood,  P.  A.  Alcad,  Albert  E.  Black,  Georcre  W. 
Clark. 

Second  Lieutenants — George  AV.  Smith,  P.  A.  Alead,  A.  E.  Black,  Georcre 
W.  Clark. 


ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-EIFTH  REGIMENT. 

A fourth  regiment,  which  received  the  title  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
fifth,  was  recruited  during  the  summer  and  fall  of  1862,  having  its  rendoz- 
veus  at  the  same  camp  which  had  been  used  by  the  Eighty-third  and  One 
Hundred  and  Eleventh  Regiments.  The  date  of  its  organization,  Se^itember 
5,  1S02,  was  one  of  the  most  critical  in  the  history  of  the  war.  The  regi- 
ment was  accordingly  hurried  forward  without  arms  and  with  little  training  in 
military  duty.  Leaving  Erie  on  the  11th  of  September,  it  reached  Chambe.r3- 
burg  by  way  of  Buffalo  and  Elmira  within  thirty-six  hours,  was  there  fur- 
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r.islied  with  arms,  and  in  two  days  more  ^Yas  within  sound  of  tho  enemy’s  guns 
at  Antiotaui.  Aoout  noon  on  tho  17th,  the  regiment  joined  the  extreme  right 
of  the  Union  line,  and  rendered  g'00<l  service  in  preventing  a liank  movement 
of  the  ouGiay.  After  the  battle,  it  was  one  of  the  detail  to  buiy  the  dead,  some 
of  who^o  had  lain  upon  tho  hold  of  battle  four  days.  The  exposure  to  which 
the  regiment,  had  boon  thus  suddenly  subjected  told  with  serious  effect  upon 
many  of  tho  men,  so  that  between  200  and  300  were  disqualified  for  duty 
within  a month  after  it  was  ordered  to  the  front.  Quite  a number  died  or  were 
permaneiitly  disabled.  Tho  regiment  was  assigned  to  the  First  Brigade,  First 
.Division,  of  the  Second  Corps. 

On  the  13th  o-f  December,  tho  One  Hundred  and  Forty-tlfth  took  part  in 
the  terrible  charge  at  Fredericksburg,  under  tho  lead  of  Gen.  Hancock.  The 
division  to  which  it  belonged  was  composed  of  5,000  men,  2,000  of  whom  fell 
in  that  single  charge.  Of  the  556  liiembers  of  tlie  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
fifth  who  crossed  the  river,  226  were  either  killed  or  wounded.  At  Chancellors- 
ville,  a detail  of  150  men  from  tiie  One  Hundred  and  Forty-lifth  was  ordered  to 
tho  relief  of  the  skirmish  line,  and,  after  some  hard  lighting,  failing  to  receive  the 
command  to  retire,  were  mostly  captured.  The  regiment  entered  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg  200  stro73g,  and  lost  upward  of  eighty  in  killed  and  wounded.  Re- 
tmming  Lo  \ irgiuia,  it  participated  in  nearly  all  of  the  marches  and  engage- 
ments of  the  Union  army  until  the  winter  of  1S03  brought  the  campaign  to  a 
close. 

The  renewal  of  operations  in  May,  1861,  found  the  regiment  recruited  al- 
most to  its  original  strength.  From  this  d,ate  the  history  of  the  Army  of  Vir- 
ginia, with  its  never-ceasing  marches  and  well-nigh  daily  battles,  is  equally 
the  history  of  the  regiment.  No  braver  men  were  in  that  army,  and  none  who 
had  more  of  the  coubdeuce  of  their  commanding  officers.  In  the  charge  in 
front  of  Petersburg,  the  regiment  had  about  tifty  killed  and  wounded,  and 
some  ninety  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Tho  remainder  of  the  men  were 
almost  constantly  under  fire  during  the  balance  of  the  season. 

In  the  spring  campaign  of  iSOo,  the  regiment  did  good  service  with  Sher- 
idan. It  was  mustered  out  of  service  on  tlie  31st  of  May,  and  returned  to  Erie 
on  the  5th  of  June,  whore  it  was  welcomed  with  the  honors  it  bo  richly  de- 
served. 

Below  is  a list  of  the  principal  officers; 

ilPUJ)  .V.NI)  STAFF. 

Colonels— Hiram  L.  Brown,  David  B.  McCreary. 

\ Lieutenant  Colonels — Daviil  B.  McCreary.  Charles  M.  Lynch. 

Majors — John  77.  Patton,  John  7V.  Reynolds,  Charles  M.  Lynch,  John  D. 
Black. 

^ Adjutants- -James  C.  Hart,  John  D.  Black. 

Quartermasters— James  G.  Bayne,  D.  7V.  Winchester. 

Surgeon — George  L.  Potter. 

Assi.stant  Surgeons — Simon  'V.  Pilgrim,  J.  S.  IVhilldin,  Daniel  77.  Rich- 
ards, I.  N.  Taylor. 

Chaplain — J.  H.  7V.  Stuckenherg. 

COMPANY  A — HECKUITPUJ  IN  ERIE  COUNTY. 

Captains— John  7V.  Reynold-,  Frs  J.  Do  Schryver,  Horace  McCrav. 

Fir.st  Lieutenants — James  C.  Hart,  Fletcher  Clay,  Daniel  Lono-,  Frs  J.  De 
Schryver,  Horace  McCray,  Eli  ns  Broekway. 

Second  Ln.'utenauts— Ers  J.  Do  Sciiryver,  Daniel  Long,  Horace  McCray, 
Elias  Brockway,  William  F.  Brockway. 
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COMPANY  B — liECRUIXED  IN  ERIE  COUNTY. 

Captains — 3Ioshs  W.  Oliver,  John  PI.  CoHoin.  Mavlton  O.  Way. 

First  Lieutenants — William  H.  Grant,  John  H.  Collom,  W.  6.  ^Vay. 

Second  Lieutenants — Joseph  A.  Woray,  John  II.  Gollom,  M.  O.  Way,  S. 
M.  Lirchheld. 

COMP.INV  C — RECRUITED  IN  ERIE  COUNTY.^ 

Captains — Dyer  Loomis,  George  T.  Jewett,  Welvin  II.  Bemis. 

First  Lieutenants —Ezra  A,  Parker,  George  T.  Jewett,  W.  PI.  Bemis. 

Second  Lieutenants — George  P’.  Jewett,  W.  II,  Bemis,  A.  H.  Rathbouo, 
John  M.  P'argo. 

COMPANY  D — RECRUITED  IN  ERIK  COUNTY. 

Captains — David  B.  McCreary,  Charles  M,  Lynch,  Clayton  W.  Lytle. 

First  Lieutenants — John  II.  Hubbard,  Horatio  F.  Lewis,  C.  IV.  Lytle, 
Thomas  C.  Lee. 

Second  Lieutenants — Charles  H.  Riblet.  C W.  Lytle,  Thoma.s  C.  Loo,  John 
C.  McIntosh. 

CO.MPANY  F — RECRUITED  IN  WARREN  COUNTY. 

Captain — Kimball  H.  Stiles. 

First  Lieutenants — Eieliard  Magill,  Jeremiah  Birtcil. 

Second  Lieutenants — StejJrenH.  Evans,  Jeremiah  Birtcil,  Louis  B.  Carlile. 

COMPANY  G— RECRUITED  IN  MERCER  COUNTY. 

Captains — William  W.  W.  M'ood,  Thomas  F.  McCreary,  G-eorge  F.  C. 
Smart. 

First  Lieutonauts— T,  F.  McCreary,  G.  F.  C.  Smart,  Joseph  Ij.  Linn. 

Second  Lieutenants — John  W.  Vincent,  G.  F.  C,  Smart,  Joseph  Ij.  Linn, 
Robert  C.  McClure,  Stejihen  A.  Osborne. 

CO.MPANY  H — RECRUITED  IN  CRAWFORD  COUNTY. 

Capjtains — Andrew  J.  Mason,  J.  Boyd  Espy,  Peter  W.  Free. 

First  Lieutenants — J.  Boyd  Espy,  Hugh  R.  Stewart,  Peter  W.  P’ree,  Will- 
iam S.  Trimble. 

Second  Lieutenants — H.  R.  Stewart,  P.  W.  Free. 

COMPANY  I —RECRUITED  IN  ERIE  COUNTY. 

Captains — Wa.shington  Brown,  George  G.  Griswold.  James  B.  Hamlin. 

Phrst  Lieutenants — George  G.  Griswold,  James  B.  Hamlin,.  Edwin  Mh 
Sampson,  George  A.  Pi  vans. 

Second  Lieutenants — James  B.  Hamlin,  George  A.  Evans. 

COMPANY  K — RECRUITED  IN  ERIE  COUNTY. 

Captains — John  W.  Walker,  John  C.  Hilton,  O.  W.  Djvereanx,  Samuel 
V.  Dean. 

First  Lieutenants — James  E.  Wittich,  John  C.  Hilton,  C.  W.  Devereaux, 
Samuel  C.  Snell,  George  W.  Youug. 

Second  Lieutenants — C.  W.  Ddsmreaux.  R.  M Brown,  Samuel  V.  Dean, 
Samuel  C.  Snell. 
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CHAPTEE  XXA^II. 

]M  ISCEL  L A NEOl'S— xVCri;  ICU  T.T  U H A L SOCIETIK.S. 

An  Agriciiltural  aud  Mechanical  Society  v^-as  formed  as  early  as  1822,  with 
. the  following  officers:  President,  Judah  Colt;  Treasurer,  Charles  J.  Reed; 
Secretary,  Giles  Sanford;  Directors,  John  Vincent,  R.  S.  Reed,  TVilliam 
Miles,  Martin  Strong,  Benjami7r  Russell,  Pilisha  Marvin,  Moses  Baruott,  dohn 
McCord.  Simeon  Lect  and  Matthias  Brindle.  A fair  was  held  in  1823  on  the 
public  square  in  Erie,  at  Avhich  878  were  paid  irr  premiums,  the  higliest  pre- 
mium being  $S  for  the  best  two  acres  of  wheat. 

The  next  organization  was  perfected  in  1848  under  the  title  of  the  Erie 
County  Agiicultural  Society,  John  Brawley  being  President,  J.  C.  Spencer 
Treasui'er,  and  J.  D.  Dunlap  Secretary.  Fairs  were  held  on  .the  Academy 
grounds  in  1849,  1850,  1851  and  1852;  on  the  Cunningham  lot,  east  of 
Parade  street,  in  1853,  1854  and  1855;  on  the  Garrison  tract  in  1856,  1857 
and  1858;  and  on  the  Ebersole  farm,  in  East  Mill  Creek,  in  1859  and  l8G0. 
The  society  was  chartered  as  a joint  association  in  1800,  with  a capital  stock 
of  $5,000,  in  shares  of  $10  each.  Thirty  acres  of  the  Ebersole  farm  were 
purchased,  a race  track  laid  out.  and  a small  exhibition  building  erected,  but 
no  fair  was  held  after  i860.  The  war  came  on  in  1861,  and  the  mass  of  the 
people  lost  all  interest  in  eveiwthing  else  of  a public  nature.  At  the  fair  in 
1800,  $365  were  paid  out  in  premiums.  The  society  became  embarrassed,  and 
its  pi’Operty  was  sold. 

The  existing  Erie  County  Agricultural  Society  was  formed  in  1879,  and  has- 
held  fairs  annually,  commencing  with  that  year,  on  the  Reed  lots,  just  west  of 
Erie  City.  The  location  is  the  most  convenient  for  the  purpose  that  could  be 
had,  being  easily  accessible  by  rail  and  private  conveyance.  The  first  officers, 
were;  Pi'esident,  J.  C.  Thornton,  Fairview;  Vice  President,  John  Dodge,  Har- 
bor Creek;  Recording  Secretary,  George  Bn.rton,  Erie;  Corresponding  Secretary, 
C.  B.  Evans,  East  5fill  Ci’eek;  Treasurer,  Jacob  Taylor,  "West  Mill  Creek. 

The  Pennsylvania  State  Agricultural  Society  has  held  four  exhibitions  at 
Erie,  on  the  Reed  lots  above  referred  to.  The  years  of  its  fairs  were  1872, 
1873,  1877  and  1S7S.  John  "W.  Hammond,  of  Erie,  was  President  of  the 
society  when  its  last  two  fairs  in  this  county  wej’e  held.  James  Miles,  of 
Girard,  was  President  in  18S2-S3-84. 

3IILITIA  AND  MILIT.AKT  ORGANIZ.^TIONS. 

The  state  adopted  measures  immediately  after  Independence  for  the  organi- 
zation and  drill  of  its  militia.  By  the  act  of  1804,  every  able-bodied  man  be- 
tween the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five  was  enrolled  and  compelled  to  perform 
two  days’  military  duty  each  year,  or  pay  a fine.  The  militia  were  divided  into 
companies,  battalions,  regiments  and  brigades,  each  of  which  elected  its  own 
officers.  Beginning  in  a proper  spirit,  the  ‘Enilitia  training's,”  as  they  were 
termed,  degenerated  into  a public  farce.  Every  member  was  expected  to  have 
a gnu  and  bring  it  along  for  inspection,  but  as  the  system  weakened  in  popular 
estimation,  the  di.scipline  grew  more  slack,  and  many  carried  sticks,  canes, 
brooms,  corn  stalks,  and  even  light  fence  rails.  The  contrast  between  the 
flaming  nnifoinns  of  the  officers  and  the  ourlandish  appearance  of  the  men  was 
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at  tinies  imlescvibably  laiio-bablp.  For  a long  time,  though,  training  day  was 
a groat  event  througboui  the  State,  and  was  looked  forward  to  as  a fair  or  a 
circus  is  now.  The  militia  law  was  repealed  at  the  session  of  1847—18,  and  the 
old-fashioned  trainings  vreut  out  of  vogue. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  militia,  volunteer  companies  have  been  in  exist- 
ence almost  fi'om  the  earliect  settlement.  The  first  of  these  was  Capt.  Elisha 
Marvin's  Cireeulield  company,  organized  in  iSUl,  with  about  eighty  members. 
The  second  was  Capt.  Thomas  Forster’s  Erie  Light  Infantry,  organized  in 
ISOG.  This  company  took  ipart  in  the  war  of  18F4-13,  and  a list  of  the  officers 
and  men  vvill  be  found  iu  the  chapter  devoted  to  that  era.  In  ISOS,  there  was 
a company  known  as  the  “ Presejne  Isle  Kangers,  ’’  but  it  seems  to  have  died 
out  before  the  war.  The  following  volunteer  organizations  were  in  existence 
in  Erie  at  the  periods  named:  In  1S2J,  the  Erie  Greens,  Samuel  Duncan, 

Captain:  in  1824.  the  IVashington  Artillery;  in  thxe  same  yeax'  the  ErieGiiards, 
Thomas  Forster,  Captain:  in  1S31,  an  artillery  company,  C.  G.  Howell,  Cap- 
tain; in  1S36,  a casalry  company;  about  1841,  the  German  Guards,  Capt.  Dut- 
linger,  and  the  M’ashington  Guards,  Capt.  ErJiart;  in  1842,  tlie  IVayne  Grays, 
John  4T.  i\IcLane.  Captain:  in  iSoS,  the  Franklin  Iherce  Uitio  Company;  in 
1859,  the  "Wayne  Guard,  John  "W.  McLane,  Captain,  and  the  Perry  Artillery 
Company.  Gustav  Jarecki,  Cajxtain. 

The  Wayne  Grays  and  the  Wayne  Guard  are  the  best  known,  a number  of 
citizens  who  are  vet  living  having  been  members  of  one  or  the  other  of  these 
organizations.  The  Grays  tendered  their  services  in  the  Mexican  war,  but 
they  were  declined  by  the  United  States  Government,  the  quota  of  Pennsyl- 
vania being  full.  The  Wayne  Guard  were  at  the  height  of  their  prosperity  at 
the  otitbreak  of  the  rebellion,  and  the  company  formed  the  nucleus  of  all  tho 
regiments  that  left  Erie.  More  than  half  of  the  company  became  officers  in 
the  war. 

Besides  these  volunteer  organizations,  the  following  are  known  to  have 
been  in  existence  iu  tho  county:  At  North  East,  in  1822,  the  Eurgettstowu 
Blues,  Alexander  McCloskey,  Captain;  at  "Waterford,  in  1824,  the  Invincibles, 
Giles  Hulbert,  Captain:  at  Fairview,  in  1824,  a company,  name  unknown;  at 
the  same  })lace,  the  Fairview  Guards,  T.  Beckman,  Captain;  at  Girard,  in 
ISOO,  the  Guards,  D.  Ilutchiuson,  Captain  Alost  of  the  volunteer  sol- 
diery of  tho  county  at  the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion  tendered  their  services  to 
the  Government,  and  the  several  local  organizations  were  blotted  out  by  their 
incorporation  into  the  Union  army. 

Under  present  laws,  the  Stale  has  a regularly  organized  volunteer  force,  in 
addition  to  the  militia  who  are  liable  to  be  called  into'service  iu  case  of  a 
war  and  draft.  This  body  is  known  as  the  National  Guard  of  Penn-ylvauia. 
Its  organization  consists  of  one  division,  three  brigades,  eighteen  regiments 
of  infantry  and  several  companies  each  of  artillery  and  cavalry.  The  Gov- 
ernor is  (ex  otheio)  commander-iu-chief.  Maj.  Gen.  John  F.  Hartrauft  is  Divis- 
ion Commander,  and  the  three  brigades  are  commanded  respectively  by  Brig. 
Gens.  George  11.  Snowden.  James  A.  Beaver  and  J.  K.  Sigfried.  Tho  Six- 
teenth Regiment  is  attached  to  the  Second  Brigade,  and  consisted,  in  1882,  of 
the  following  companies: 

Company  A,  Gorry.  Erie  County. 

Company  B,  Erie,  Erie  County. 

Company  C,  Bradford,  Mclvean  County. 

Company  D,  Oil  City,  Venango  County. 

Company  E,  Cooperstown,  Venango  County. 

Company  F,  I'rankiin,  "\'enaugo  County. 
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Company  G,  Erie,  Erie  County. 

Company  H,  Eidgway,  Elk  County. 

Company  I,  Warren,  Warren  County. 

The  regimental  organization  the  same  year  was  as  follows: 

Colonel,  John  A.  Wiley,  Franklin;  Lieutenant  Colonel,  James  B.  Storer, 
Butler;  Major,  Erajik  M.  Laml),  Erie;  Adjutant,  ^Yillis  J.  Hulings,  Franklin; 
Quartermaster,  Walter  AV.  Greenland;  Surgeon,  G.  AV.  Dille,  Cooporstowa; 
Assistant  Surgeons,  D.  V.  Stranahau,  Warren,  and  James  E.  Silliroan,  Erie; 
Chaplain,  Rev.  G.  A.  Carstensen  (rank  of  Captain),  Erie. 

The  commissioned  officers  of  the  Erie  County  companies  were  as  follows: 

Company  A — Captain,  Isaac  B.  Brown;  First  Lieutenant,  AY.  Edgar 
Marsh;  Second  Lieutenant,  George  A.  Eavis;  enlisted  men,  lifty. 

Company  B — Captain,  John  J.  Baxter;  First  Lieutenant,  George  G.  Egg; 
Second  Lieutenant,  John  Geist;  enlisted  men  sixty. 

Company  G — Captain,  D.  S.  Crawford;  First  Lieutenant,  John  B.  Boyd; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Edward  W.  Constable;  enlisted  men  lifty-two. 

Aside  from  the  above,  there  is  no  organized  military  body  in  the  county. 
The  number  of  persons  in  the  county  subject  to  military  duty  as  sliov/n  in 
the  rejiort  of  the  Adjutant  General  for  1SS2  was  5,900. 

TE.MPBIRANCE. 

In  the  early  days  of  the  county,  the  use  of  whisky  was  almost  universal,  and 
there  were  few  houses  in  which  a good  supply  was  not  kept  constantly  on 
hand.  No  one  thought  it  wrong  to  “treat’’  visitors,  or  to  drink  in  the  pres- 
ence of  his  family.  Distilleries  were  as  common  as  grist  mills  became  after- 
W'ard,  and  a large  share  of  the  grain  was  converted  into  liquor.  Many  farmers 
made  a practice  of  regularly  taking  a portion  of  their  grain  to  the  distilleries 
and  having  a jug  full  or  a barrel  full  of  whisky  made  for  their  household  use. 
The  first  prohibition  society  was  established  at  AYattsburg  in  1829,  and  the 
next  year  a great  temperance  wave  swept  over  the, county.  A large  poriion  of 
the  people  signed  the  pledge,  it  became  unpopular  to  keep  liquor  in  tlm  house 
or  to  have  grain  made  into  whisky,  and  the  distilleries  rapidly  disappeared. 
To-day  there  is  not  one  in  the  county.  The  manufacture  of  wine  began  at 
North  East  in  1809,  and  has  since  become  considerable  of  an  industry  at  that 
place  and  Erie.  Beer  is  a comparatively  modern  beverage  in  the  county,  hav- 
ing been  introduced  with  the  later  German  immigration.  There  are  eight  or 
ten  breweries  in  the  county,  of  which  two  at  least  arc  on  quite  an  e.xtensive 
scale. 

In  1832,  the  County  Temperance  Society  had  742  members.  In  1840, 
there  %vas  a temperance  society  in  almost  every  township.  Yffiriou.-  temperance 
societies  have  been  in  existence  in  Erie  and  most  of  the  larofer  towns  since. 

» o 

SLAVES  AND  SLAVERY. 

The  colored  population  of  the  county  was  larger,  proportionately,  eighty 
years  ago  than  now.  Most  of  those  who  were  hero  then  were  brought  in  as 
slaves,  some  of  the  most  reputable  families  having  been  owners  of  this  kind  of 
property.  The  emancipation  act  of  the  State  provided  that  all  negroes  over  a 
certain  age  should  remain  slaves  until  their  death;  all  below  should  become  free 
at  the  age  of  twenty-eight.  Under  its  provisions,  a large  portion  of  the  colored 
race  became  entitled  to  their  freedom,  but  there  were  a few  who  continued 
in  sla.very  till  released  by  the  Alaster  of  all.  One  of  the  most  prosperous  col- 
ored men  who  ever  lived  in  the  county  was  Boe  Bladen,  He  was  born  in 
Guinea,  was  brought  to  America  on  a slave  ship,  worked  out  his  freedom,  came 
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to  Erio,  aud  took  up  a tract  of  land  in  l\rill  Creek  Township,  three  miles  from 
Erie.  "When  he  died,  in  1829,  he  owned  200  acres. 

SEAL  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

The  seal  of  the  county  was  adopted  in  ISOS. 

THE  WEATHER. 

Judah  Colt  states  in  iiis  autobiogra^jhy  that  in  January,  1799,  the  weather 
was  very  warm.  “ The  frost  came  o^^t  of  the  ground,  and  the  farmers  did 
their  plowing." 

The  month  of  May,  1S34,  is  notable  in  the  weather  records  of  the  lake 
shore  country.  For  three  days  before  the  18th,  there  were  strong  cold  winds 
from  the  west,  with  snow  squalls.  On  the  13th,  the  bay  and  lake  were  unusu- 
ally rough.  Six  inches  of  snow  fell  on  the  15th.  The  leaves  and  blossoms 
were  nearly  all  killed.  No  vessel  was  able  to  enter  the  port  of  Erie  for  four 
days.  At  the  end  of  that  time,  the  steanjboat  blew  York,  from  Buffalo,  stopped 
at  the  channel  pier.  A small  boat  set  out  from  the  wharves  to  board  her,  and 
was  capsized  on  the  way  over.  Of  eleven  persons  in  the  boat'  but  two  were 
saved. 

Two  of  the  worst  storms  on  record  occurred  on  the  10th  and  11th  of  No- 
vember, 1S35,  and  on  the  15th  of  the  same  month,  1842.  On  the  occasioir  hrst 
named,  the  water  was  lashed  into  such  fury  that  a irarty  cf  fifteen  men,  who 
were  raising  the  Detroit  in  Afisery  Bay,  dared  not  ventnre  to  return  home, 
and  had  to  remain  on  the  Peninsula  from  the  evening  of  the  10th  to  the  mor  n- 
ing of  the  I2lh  without  food,  lire  or  shelter.  The  waves  rolled  over  the  sand 
beach  clear  up  to  the  foot  of  Garrison  Hill. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  weather  was  so  mild  on  the  26th  of  December,  1SG5, 
that  fires  were  not  needed,  and  people  were  glad  to  throw  open  their  doors  and 
windows  for  coo]  air.  On  the  1st  of  January,  1876,  the  day  was  eo  pleasant 
that  the  people  of  Girard  indulged  in  a picnic  in  the  woods. 

The  winter  of  1880-Sl  was  one  of  the  coldest  ever  known.  Snow  fell 
about  the  middle  of  November,  and  lasted  without  interruption  till  February 
9.  Diuiug  most  of  the  time  there  was  a slight  snow-fall  daily.  A break-up 
came  on  the  9tb  of  February,  but  it  was  quickly  followed  by  more  snow,  whiab 
lasted  until  the  15th  of  Alarch.  Then  came  the  snow-storm  of  YEarch  80  and 
31,  one  of  the  greatest  exjrerienced  in  modern  times.  The  cold  was  intense 
during  most  of  the  winter.  On  the  3d  of  February  the  thermometer  was  18° 
below  zero  at  Erie.  20^  at  YIcKeau.  24^^  at  Edinboro,  28'"  at  Albion,  and  30°  at 
Waterford.  The  lake  was  frozen  over  to  the  Canada  shore  during  a good  por- 
tion of  the  winter,  something  that  seldom  happens.  The  snow  and  cold  pre- 
vailed over  the  couiury  from  the  Edcky  Ylountains  to  the  Atlantic.  Tliere 
were  snow  and  ice  in  portions  of  the  South  where  they  had  never  been  known 
before. 

The  Vvinter  of  1&S1-S2  was  remarkable  for  its  mildness.  The  bay  of 
Presque  Isle  was  open  most  of  the  season,  and  there  was  never  more  than  a 
light  coating  of  ice  on  the  lake.  As  if  to  balance  the  account,  the  winter  of 
18S2-S3  was  unusually  long  and  steady.  There  w.as  scarcely  a pleasant  day 
from  November  1 to  Apiil  1.  The  ground  was  found  to  be  frozen  in  some 
places  in  Erie  City  to  a depth  of  three  and  a half  feet. 

EARLY  JUSTICES. 

Dp  to  1838,  when  the  Constitution  was  amended,  all  Justices  of  the  Peace 
were  ap|X)inted  by  the  Governor,  to  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior. 
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For  some  years  tlie  larger  part  of  the  marrying  and  a good  sliare  of  tlie  con- 
veyaneing  were  done  by  Uie  Justices,  who  were  usually  men  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary standing.  The  records  of  the  State  Department  at  Harrisburg  show  the 
following  a]>poiutments  to  that  office: 

179G — March  dl,  Thomas  llces,  William  Wilson. 

1797 — April  15,  John  Grubb. 

179S — April  b,  David  McNair;  August  3,  John  Way. 

O 1790 — March  S,  Timothy  Tuttle;  March  38,  Thomas  Kobinson;  December 
10,  William  Culbertson. 

1800  — August  15,  William  Clarke,  John  Lytle. 

1801 — February  2S,  Cornelius  Tan  Korn,  Alhathar  Crane,  John  Hay;  May 
16,  James  Pollock,  George  Williamson,  Adam  Stewart. 

1802  — January  ‘2,  Thomas  McCreary,  Abiathar  Crane. 

1S03 — January  8,  Hugh  Wilson. 

1804 —  JannaiT  2,  Joseph  M.  Kratz,  Jolm  Yiucent. 

1805 —  April  1,  Thomas  Erowm. 

1806 —  January  1,  John  C.  W’allace;  April  1,  William  Culbertson,  Jacob 
Hildebrand. 

1807 —  February  28,  John  Boyd;  July  4,  Elisha  Marvin,  George  Moore. 

ISOS— July  4,  John  5Vay;  October  20,  Timothy  Tuttle. 

1809 — Februarw  28,  John  Boyd,  William  Porter;  June  22,  Thomas  W’ilson. 

ISIO — Ajuril  1‘2,  Dr.  Waitstil!  Hastings. 

1811 —  January  24,  CardilV  Taggart;  November  7,  George  Hurst. 

1812—  February  2,  Howajid  Salsbury. 

1815 —  March  3,  Ales  T.  Blaine. 

1816 —  Januaiy  2,  John  Philli]>s;  November  13,  John  Gray. 

1817 —  February  21,  James  Hall;  March  14.  Francis  Brawley. 

1818 —  January  28,  John  Alcrris;  Alarch  11,  John  AIcCord. 

1819 —  December  1-1,  Oliver  Dunn,  Alyron  Backus. 

1820 —  February  28,  Robert  AIcCielland;  Alay  IS,  James  AVeston. 

182] — Alarcli  29,  William  Elall;  November  2.  Thomas  Forster,  Jr. 

1822 —  February  18,  Henry  Colt,  Jesse  D.  Jackson;  Alarch  16,  Thomas 
Stewart,  Plamilton  H.  Graham. 

1823 —  Alarch  6,  George  Aloore;  Alarch  28,  6\'illiam  Colt;  December  8, 
Thomas  Greenwood;  Decemlrer  9,  Shepherd  Beals;  December  12,  Jonathan 
Stafford;  December  13,  Giles  Sanford. 

1824 —  March  3,  William  Gray. 

1825 —  March  1,  John  B.  Jones,  Robert  AI.  Douglass;  Alarch  15,  Ebenezer 
D.  Gunnison,  Joseph  M'right;  April  11,  Alev  AlcCloskey:  August  3,  John 
Brawley;  October  28,  John  Phillips. 

1827 —  April  12,  William  Graham,  Alyron  Hutchinson. 

1828 —  Alarch  4,  James  Nelson;  April  3,  John  L.  Davis;  August  1,  William 
Kelly;  December  5,  Lewis  S.  Bowers. 

1829 —  October  12,  William  Vincent;  November  10,  Atari;  Baldwdn;  De- 
cember 1,  Albert  Tuttle;  December  10,  John  Salsbury. 

1830 —  Alarch  11,  AVilliam  Kelly;  April  3,  John  Brecht;  December  23, 
James  H.  AYoodworth. 

1831—  July  30,  James  Wilson. 

1832—  January  16,  Jacob  Lefever;  Alarch  8,  John  Bennett;  Alay  22,  James 
Weston;  June  13,  Philip  AVells;  July  31,  Richard  O.  Hulbert;  November  17, 
Casper  AI.  Rou'^e;  December  7,  d’homas  Laird. 

1833 —  February  16,  AVilliam  T.  Alackey;  April  24,  Thomas  Alellon;  Au- 
gust 8,  James  Smiley. 


m 


-(H^M 0<iw  ^.«vJdr|r..vu>h 

>^di  woik  ^wdminll  in  imm^h^inQ,  \ ' ^^uUiX  vZ- 


r„-^f  arn  ■5-hI  ; iiOtvrk!<4i 


't'Af.'  n<i‘4i. 


• coafi  if  uuiiliW  j'Aiypfrj*  . IR  £f£i'»ntJ!^”?>tfri 

'tM  .« •ikJsj/A  ymZol^l  hirha  .u  |:v.f  A--^^i‘|  ; 

•-  >i5r.«>'iX  ilrffi J ‘1  :.o!iiif%'  ■ \dh'mT  Q 

.UfMtijTjUhfO-  xKcHifW 

, ..n Jx-J  tVi>A  nirdlli It  ,n [ J^'XivnA— OU^il ,., m ,, 

f''"<j  ’jMO'JituJ/,  ,3.-.'J[,(  m’f  mi foo'xoO . i^j  '.’■  ■■,' 

AmamUi  Af  o^nta^O  I'iviU&'hmmttt  M 
<uiA-->  Wl/JR)*.  fiJtUiOdT  ,S  7.t«rra«t^— iiOBX  ' v; 

^ iJa»H 

Jn^n\ai  / .fufpG  .U  ,e  t;raif/»a.l;-4^08X 


<‘:o;^fl't  f:{-‘\f,<:‘!ij<ftpO . (suAiii  7|' , f 


y'rOWo'iiLftnmodT  »l  ; 

£nr|A  ;sp«lkW  .Q.  x^dol.  U- >: 

■tmetd^bl  iH ' 


;M  JtifevlC-J  .J-  r^voti  M TiAWidn'i-^tOirL-.’ 

..■/'••  rf-c.  \4iaiiia  ,CW.fodo4ftO:.:.v*»X/  utfat  J" 

u'  04.  (oaiucail  ,v„..ottulj  Jsv^c*U  tfdoT.  .85.'  7t^i^^£dl>'■‘J•'— (,’03£ 

, r,  '•  ^ s.  iiiiakV/  .Iti  ,h  {IwA^-^xaf',v^' 

O)^iotttj  ,i.  ■yotkit.ivo'd.  ■'.■■,•!■■. 

btuv/oH  ,55  v:£a»tBo 

.-  MUm  .T  ■ x&iA  ,“{>  rax  ■ ■ ■ ■ 

.Vr^O  Mol  ,n  t.<ta;.70K  i^AJhlH.  cM  ^ '^r 

■ snsH,  JX  : 

Am>th(€  ode«j»  ,Xl:itow.M.  }«r!T>liA'e4*.jl' 

4 Tf  . -jwiiO  M rt't.ftutoj«4a— (?i-ax  '.■  ■ . 

n ,ac  vsj.M  fb.ct/dl^4yai/r  jtX  ' u:  - 

•„o4  ‘wXjdovoX  iradliVX  ,\J-t 

.s£!asjil.C- driuU  '.ncrcloiit,  .fl  *>es>-)l  ^]<>p  x-isn^li 

«g  wJoTvbcX  }i,oO  iam,U//  ,c*  ifonjaXf  - o>>'toaC>  ,0  vbrfiU— f'S'gr  ' 

‘ .Hjnctcft  ^uol  M «<tei  vl  df/x-l^-csax  V. 

uu)i{!itt  , f ,h!rtiifA  ;»iynd  .J  h4o^  ut<jA  zsmaG-  ,1>  x.fct«M-rrdSi!;8l 

I'r  J-  ri  cr  > rr  nr  ^ alwwj  ,d  T^CT®i)oCI  r/ihH  . 

-./I  Hnwr^tho:  -ATfiK  ,0r  iJo-^'rnr/.tBujimTr  X'I  t»cIojo(>-(^S8X  ■ 

K’  „ .91  i&dioo^a  leimT  hM  J r'ftfar^rt- 

,j\  f..^a.^.'o(X  ^idojid  ^I^MJA  fViloJX  .aifiUfiy/  XI 

; ' ■''  ._  .H'aoxtrflli 

...  ft.  A 'r  X.  • r ,,  -noeliV/ eoaxsX,  iC^a  viut^i;88X  ■ .a 

,T!  T«dwayn^  ;hc^IbH  .0  MBxbrJT  JK  vft^l.  :(Hda^7( 

/it  .rt  I'/iW  « /Ml  io  .-  'aSiatuPV  T i'>nJa3oa‘iCL  ': 

.xxA  ,floii«>X4  efluxodX,  Xt,  frujA.  ;x^jifj«U  .T  JiiutlUft  ,^^I 


i... 


HISTORY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


495 


1S94 — Ft'brnaiy  20,  Michael  .Tacksoii;  March  14,  Jlenry  Mallory;  April 
10.  Elias  Saisbury;  April  24,  Milliara  IV.  Loomis;  May  27,  David  (1.  IVeb- 
ber:  Aiupist  20,  Thomas  L.  Youngs;  October  24,  Ira  5Voodbury;  October  31, 
Josiah  iVilliams,  Hubert  Heath. 

1S35 —February  10,  Alvin  Eyau;  April  23,  George  Moore;  Xoveinber  9, 
Hiram  Drury;  November  18,  David  Zimmerman,  James  McOonkey. 

James  Chambers,  of  Harbor  Creek,  has  probably  been  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  a longer  consecutive  period  than  auy  other  man  iu  the  county.  He  was 
appointed  in  1S37  by  Gov.  Kitner.  and,  with  brief  intervals,  has  held  the 
position  ever  since. 

THE  CHOLEIC  A, 

Few  persons  are  aware  that  the  Asiatic  cholera--most  dreadful  of  all  con- 
tagious diseases — at  one  time  threatened  the  city  of  Erie.  It  was  iu  July, 
1S32,  iu  the  days  of  steamboating.  A party  of  immigrants  wore  being  con- 
voyed up  the  lake  from  Buffalo,  when  a 5Irs.  Hunter  and  her  daughter  devel- 
oped symptoms  of  the  terrible  epidemic.  The  steamboat  stoppeil  at  the  chan- 
nel pier  and  they  wore  landed  on  the  peninsula,  \vhere  both  died — Mrs.  Hunter 
after  an  illness  of  thirteen  hours,  and  her  daughter  a few  hours  later.  The 
event  created  much  excitement  among  the  citizemi,  -who  instantly  adopted 
measures  to  prevent  the  contagion  from  getting  a foothold  in  the  town. 
Numerous  cases  of  cholera  developed  during  that  season  on  board  lake  steam- 
boats and  in  other  lake  cities. 

TELEGEAPH  LINES. 

The.  first  telegraph  lino  in  Erie  County  w'as  put  up  in  1847.  It  extended 
from  BuiTalo  to  Cleveland.  The  only  telegraph  ollace  iu  the  county  for  several 
years  was  at  Erie. 

SHOAVS  .A  XU  CIRCUSES. 

The  early  shows  were  altogether  of  the  animal  order,  and  the  exhibitions  gen- 
erally took  place  in  the  barns  of  the  best  kuoivn  hotels.  In  the  beginning,  they 
consisted  of  a lion  or  tiger  and  a monkey  or  two,  and  from  that  developed 
into  large  collections.  We  find  a record  of  an  elephant  being  in  Erie  iu  the 
summer  of  1820,  and  of  other  animal  shows  in  1822  and  1823.  The  price  of 
admission  was  25  cents  for  adults,  and  12.1  cents  for  children.  This  charge 
continued  up  to  ihe  second  or  third  year  of  the  civil  war.  In  July,  1827,  the 
first  circus  appeared,  and  in  the  same  month  in  1831  a violent  storm  blew 
down  the  tent  of  another,  which  was  considered  by  the  pious  people  as  a man- 
ifestation of  the  disap]u-oval  of  Providence.  Within  a date  comparatively  xe- 
cent,  it  was  looked  upon  as  wicked  to  attend  a circus,  and  if  religious  per.sons 
attended  at  all,  it  was  with  fear  that  they  w-ero  not  doing  exactly  the  right 
thing. 

CATTLE  DHIYIXG. 

Before  the  era  of  railroads,  cattle  driving  was  one  of  the  great  industries 
■of  the  county.  There  was  no  market  for  cattle  nearer  than  the  eastern  coun- 
ties of  the  State,  and  the  only  ivay  of  getting  them  there  was  by  the  common 
roads.  They  were  collected  annually  and  driven  across  the  mountains  in 
droves  of  one  hundred  or  more  to  Berks,  Lancaster  and  other  counties  con- 
venient to  Philadelphia.  Two  men  and  a boy,  with  as  many  horses,  usually 
managed  a di'ove,  and  the  trip  took  from  two  to  three  months.  Sheep,  hogs 
and  horses  were  driven  to  market  in  tlie  same  ivay.  There  were  numerous 
taverns  on  the  route,  where  rest  and  sustenance  was  provided  for  men  and 
beasts.  The  business  was  started  by  Thomas  P.  and  Isaac  IMiller,  and  was 
also  carried  on  extensively  by  S.  Hutchins,  John  Marvin  and  others.  It  re- 
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cjnired  consUorable  capital  to  cany  on  the  businepe,  but,  ■with  ordiuary  luck,  it 
paid  well.  • The  heaviest  cattle  buyer  of  later  years  was  ^Yilson  Moore,  of 
Waterford. 

CURRE.VCY. 

Located  between  Xew  York  and  Ohio,  far  away  from  the  wealthier  portions 
of  the  State,  Erie  County  suffered  all  the  evils  of  the  miserable  currency  which 
prevailed  before  the  p’eenbacks  and  Xational  bank  notes  were  invented.  With 
the  exception  of  a fevr  years,  there  was  no  bank  of  issue  in  the  county,  and  the 
only  banking  institutions  were  private  brokers’  oflices.  The  best  currency  of 
those  times  was  New  York  bank  notes,  and  the  poorest,  those  of  the  Western 
banks.  Pennsylvania  bank  notes  had  only  a small  circulation  in  the  county, 
and  held  a place  in  popiilar  estimation  intermediate  between  the  above.  There 
was  a discount  on  all  these,  ranging  from  one  to  twenty  per  cent.  It  was  for 
the  interest  of  the  private  bankers  to  circulate  the  notes  on  which  there  was 
the  largest  discount,  and,  as  a consequence,  the  county  was  tlooded  with  the 
bills  of  banks  the  locations  of  which  were  hardly  known.  Every  business  man 
had  to  keep  a ‘‘  Bank  Note  Detector,”  revised  and  published  monthly  or  weeklyq 
on  hand,  and  was  not  sure  then  that  the  notes  he  accepted  wovdd  not  bo  pro- 
nounced worthless  by  the  next  mail.  There  was  hardly  a week  without  a bank 
failure,  and  nearly  every  man  had  bills  of  broken  banks  in  liis  possession.  To 
add  to  the  perplexities  of  the  situation,  there  were  innumerable  counterfeits 
which  could  with  difficulty  be  distinguished  from  the  genuine.  Granting 
that  the  bank  was  good,  and  that  the  disconnf  was  properly  figured,  there  was 
no  assurance  that  the  bill  tvas  what  it  purported  to  be.  Ali  this  was  a terrible 
annoyance  and  loss  to  the  people,  but  it  was  a regular  bonanza  to  the  “ shaving 
shops.”  Even  of  the  uncertain  bank  notes,  there' was  not  enough  to  do  the 
business  of  the  community.  Most  of  the  buying  and  selling  was  done  on  long 
credit,  and.  occasionally'  a manufacturing  firm,  to  ease  itself  along  and  relieve 
the  necessities  of  the  public,  would  issue  a mongrel  coin^  ■which  v/ent  by  the 
name  of  “ pewterincturn.”  This  condition  of  affairs  lasted  until  a year  or  two 
after  the  robelliou  broke  out. 

Peopde  of  this  day  who  have  no  knowledge  of  the  old  bank  note  curiencyq 
can  scarcely  have  a conception  of  the  advantage  of  a uniform  system  such  as 
has  been  given  to  us  by  the  Plnited  States  Government.  It  saves  the  people 
more,  every  year,  in  safety,  convenience,  and  exchange,  than  the  total  public 
debt. 

SOI.IIIERS’  MONUMENTS. 

Erie  County  eujoy's  the  distinction  of  having  erected  the  first  monument  in 
Pennsylvania  to  the  memory  of  the  soldiers  who  lost  their  lives  in  the  war  for  the 
Enion.  It  stands  in  the  center  of  the  public  square  of  Girard,  and  the  entire 
expense  of  its  erection,  about  66,000.  was  incurred  by  Dan  Rice,  t’ne  showman. 
The  monument  was  dedicated  on  the  1st  of  November,  1805,  in  the  presence 
of  a vast  multitude.  Gov.  Curtin,  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Gov.  Tod,  of  Ohio, 
were  among  the  eminent  men  who  graced  the  occasion. 

A second  monument,  one  of  the  handsomest  of  its  kind  in  the  E^nion,  was 
dedicated  in  Erie  in  1872,  and  adds  to  the  attractiveness  of  the  \Yest  Park  of 
the  city.  It  commemorates  the  dead  sailors  as  well  a.s  soldiers  of  the  county, 
and  owes  its  existence  largely  to  the  persistent  labor  of  three  patriotic  ladies— 
Mrs.  Isaac  Moorhead,  Miss  Sai'ah  Reed  and  Miss  Helen  Ball. 

THE  REVOLUTION. 

As  the  permanent  settlement  of  Erie  County  did  not  begin  until  1795, 
t'welve  years  after  the  acknowledgment  of  American  independence,  it  is  ovi- 
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client  Qiat  .very  few  of  its  citi/eus  could  have  fakeu  part  in  the  long  and  des- 
perate struggle  v,'ith  the  mother  country.  The  British  held  possession  of  the 
lake  region  for  some  years  after  peace  was  declared,  and  even  claimed 
some  sort  of  title  to  the  conulry,  as  is  explained  in  another  chapter..  The 
pioneers  of  the  county  included  a fair  proportion  of  Bevolntionary  soidisrs. 
Among  them  were  Betli  Beed,  who  fought  at  Bunker  Hill  and  rose  to  the  rank 
of  Colonel:  Capts.  John  Lytle  and  Bobert  Iling,  and  privates  John  Yinceut, 
Thomas  Bees,  IV’illiam  ^liles,  Zelotus  Ijee,  Michael  Hare,  Daniel  StancHtl, 
John  McCoy,  Ste])hen  Sparrow,  Titus  Allen,  Stephen  Oliver  and  Koberl  T.rwin, 
and  Nash,  Trask  and  Burrows.  Many  of  the  descendants  of  these  gentlemen 
live  in  the  county,  and  are  justly  proud  of  the  patriotism  of  their  ancestors. 

THE  .MEXICAN  WAR. 

The  number  of  men  required  for  the  war  with  Mexico,  in  1847,  was  so 
small,  comparatively,  that  the  proportion  of  Eric  County  was  not  equal  to  a 
company.  A nuuiber  of  young  men  belonging  to  the  county  enlisted  in  organi- 
zations elsewhere,  and  some  of  them  fought  all  through  the  war.  Among 
these  was  John  AY.  Z\IcLaue,  who  won  great  distinction  in  the  war  for  the 
Hnion,  as  commander  of  the  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Begiment.  The  scene 
of  the  war  was  so  remote  that  it  is  only  remembered  as  a national  historical 
event. 

ANTI-SLAVERY. 

The  hrst  anti-slavery  society  in  the  county  (wBich  was  also  one  of  the  ear- 
liest in  the  State),  was  formed  in  1S30.  Col.  J.  M.  Moorhead  was  chosen  Pres- 
ident, and  AA'llliam  Gray,  Secretary.  The  principal  members  were  Philetus 
Glass,  Dr.  S.  Smedley  and  Truman  Tntcle,  of  North  East;  Col.  Moorhead,  Mr. 
Jessup  and  Samuel  Low,  of  Harbor  Creek;  A^'illiam  Himrod.  Alex  Mehaffey 
and  Aaron  Kellogg,  of  Erie;  Giles  and  Hamlin  Russell,  of  Alill  Creek;  Stephen 
C.  Lee,  of  Summit;  Bev.  T.  H.  Burroughs,  of  Concord,  and  William  Gray,  of 
AYayne.  Another  society  was  formed  in  North  East  about  the  same  time,  with 
Truman  Tuttle  as  President,  James  Duncan  as  A’ice  President,  Dr.  E.  Smed- 
ley as  Secretary  and  B.  L.  Loomis  as  Treasurer.  An  anti-abolition  meeting 
was  held  the  same  year  in  Springfield. 

The  “ tinderground  railroad,’’  which  was  the  name  generally  given  to  the 
system  by  which  slaves  from  the  South  were  run  away  from  their  masters,  was 
in  full  operation  in  this  couniy  from  about  1840  to  ISCO.  The  slaves  usually 
made  their  escape  from  the  South  by  way  of  AVashington  County,  Penn.,  and 
from  there  were  helped  along  through  Allegheny,  Beaver,  Lawrence,  Mercer 
and  Crawford  Counties,  to  the  lake  shore.  There  were  regular  stations  along 
the  route,  where  zealous  anti-slavery  people  openly  defied  the  law  and  gave 
the  runaway  slaves  food,  shelter  and  money.  The  chief  “station  agents,”  as 
they  were  jokingly  called  in  Erie  County,  were  AA’illiam  Gray,  Stephen  C.  Lee, 
Hamlin  Bussell  and  AA'illiam  Himrod.  The  slaves  were  secreted  in  Erie  until 
a good  chance  otiered  to  send  them  to  Canada.  Many  romantic  stories  are  told 
of  the  skill  and  desperation  displayed  in  keeping  the  slaves  from  being  capt- 
ured and  returned  to  the  South  by  the  officers  of  the  law. 

OLDEST  MEN  AND  WOMEN. 

Michael  Hare,  who  was  buried  in  AA'ater  ford  Cemetery,  attained  the  remarka- 
ble age  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen  years  eight  months  and  twenty -three  days. 
He  was  born  in  Ireland  June  10,  1727,  and  died  at  AA'aterford  on  the  3d  of 
May,  1843. 

Patrick  AVard  died  in  Girard  Township,  aged  one  hundred  and  five  years. 
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niSTOKV  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


When  in  Lis  one  hundred  and  third  yoar,  ho  walked  three  miles  to  Girard 
Borough  in  order  to  vote. 

James  Uavis  lived  in  Groenlield  until  ho  was  one  hundred,  when  ho  moved 
to  ^Michigan,  where  he. died,  either  one  hundred  and  three  or  one  hundred  and 
live  years  old.  On  the  anniversary  of  his  ninety-eighth  birthday,  he  chopped 
a lot  of  wood  for  William  E.  Marvin,  then  a resident  of  Greenfield. 

Two  men  have  died  in  tlieir  one  hundredth  year.  They  v?ere  ]jevi  Atkins, 
of  North  East,  and  the  father  of  es-Couuty  .Commissioner  Garner  Parmer,  of 
Gonucairt. 

John  Teel,  tirst,  a native  of  New  England,  died  in  Erie  early  in  the  century, 
aged  niuety-seven  years;  Stephen  Oliver,  in  McKean,  January  14,  1857,  lack- 
ing one  mouth  of  ninety-seven;  Benjamin  Colton  in  the  same  township,  in 
May,  1883,  aged  ninety-sis;  Griffith  Hinton,  in  Venango,  on  the  15th  of  March, 

1880,  aged  ninety-six;  Andrew  Matteson,  at  or  near  Corry,  on  the  2Gtb  of 
March,  1S83,  aged  ninoty-tive;  John  Teel,  second,  in  Erie,  April  21,  1873,  in 
his  ninety-fourth  year;  William  Greeu,  near  Weilsburg,  on  the  9th  of:  January, 
1882,  aged  ninety-three,  lacking  three  days,  and  Josiah  Kellogg,  in  Erie, 
March  21,  1SS4,  in  his  ninety- third  year.  Mr.  Matteson  attempted  suicide 
some  ten  days  before  his  death,  cutting  himself  in  such  a horrible  manuer  that 
nearly  oue-half  of  his  bowels  fell  out  upon  the  bed  whore  he  laid.  Mr.  Sisson, 
of  Springfield,  was  living  on  the  15th  of  June,  1881,  in  his  ninety-eighth  year. 

The  oldest  woman  is  claimed  to  be  Mrs.  Sarah  Green,  of  Fairview,  who  was 
living  on  the  26th  of  Februory,  1883,  at  the  supposed  age  of  one  hundred  and 
two.  Next  in  the  order  of  age  v/as  H.:Ir.s.  Mary  Dobbins,  relict  of  Capt.  Dob- 
bins, of  Erie,  who  died  on  ihe  24th  of  January,  1879,  in  her  one  hundredth 
year.  Mrs.  IMary  Shaughnessy  died  in  Erie  July'  30,  1882.  aged  one  hundred 
years.  The  fomlh  oldest  "was  Mrs.  William  Smith,  formerly' of  M'aterford,  but 
later  of  Beaver  Dam.  Pter  death  occurred  in  the  latter  place  on  the  6tii  of 
August,  1875,  in  her  ninety-ninth  year. 

Mrs.  Anna  Margaret,  relict  of  Casper  Doll,  of  Fairview,  died  February  3, 

1881,  aged  ninety-seven  years  and  ten  days;  Mrs.  Lucy,  relict  of  Asa  G.  Olds, 
in  Erie,  August  13,  ISSI,  lacking  a few  days  of  ninety-seven;  Mrs.  Phelps,  of 
Waterford,  in  August,  1879.  aged  ninety-live;  Mrs.  Mai’tin  Stough,  of  MTigle- 
ville,  October  3,  1831,  in  her  ninety'-fourth  year;  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Bowman, 
of  Conneaut  Tov'nship,  in  the  fall  of  1882,  aged  nearly  ninety-two.  Mrs. 
Kuth  Osborn,  of  'Waterford  Township,  attained  her  ninety'-third  yoaron  the  2d 
of  February,  1883,  and  was  still  quite  vigorous. 

\ It  is  safe  to  assert  that  few  counties  can  show'  as  long  a list  of  very  old 
people  as  the  above. 

THANKSGIVIXG  I).\Y. 

The  first  time  a day  for  Thanksgiving  w’as  set  apart  in  Pennsy'Ivania  was 
on  the  last  Thursday  of  November,  1819,  at  the  suggestion  of  Gov.  Findlay. 
The  Governor’s  proclamation  was  generally  respected  throughout  Erie  County. 
No  Governor  followed  his  e.xample  until  Findlay’s  son-  in-law  entered  the 
executive  office  when  he  re- inaugurated  the  custom  of  aii  annual  public  Thanks- 
giving, which  has  been  maintained  ever  since.  The  first  chief  executive  to 
propose  a day  of  national  Thanksgiving  w'as  President  Taylor. 

THE  FLOOD  OF  1883. 

One  of  the  greatest  floods  ever  known  took  place  at  the  beginning  of  Feb- 
rnary,  1883.  It  washed  away  nearly  every  mill  dam  in  the  county  and  do- 
stroved  numerous  bridges.  The  damage  amounted  to  tens  of  thousands  of 
dollars. 
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HlsTOinCAL. 

W”ELL  aullicnticated  records  fully  establish  the  fact  that  an  Indian  tribe  or 
nation  known  as  the  “ Eriez.”  dwelt  upon  the  southern  shore  of  Lake 
Erie  ere  the  cominj^  of  the  wlnte  race  to  this  portion  of  the  continent,  and  that 
this  tribe  v/as  exteiminated  or  driven  farther  toward  the  southwest  by  the  ter- 
rible Iroquois  more  than  200  years  ago.  When  the  French  took  possession  of 
this  region  of  country,  it  was  a favorite  hunting  ground  of  the  victorious  Iro- 
quois, commonly  known  as  the  Six  Nations,  v.dth  the  Senecas  nominally  occu- 
pying the  territory  now  embraced  in  Northwestern  Pennsylvania.  The  vicin- 
ity of  Erie  seems  to  have  been  a favored  locality,  perhaps,  for  the  reason  that 
the  beautiful  bay  of  Presque  Isle  provided  a safe  reL’eat  for  their  frail  canoes 
from  the  lake  storms. 

The  French  early  huili  up  a large  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  in  1753  Sieur 
Marin,  commander  of  the  French  expedition  of  that  year,  erected  a fort  or 
block-house  at  Presque  Isle,  thus  taking  possession  of  the  site  whereon  the 
beautiful  city  of  Erie  novr  stands.  A road  was  constructed  from  Presque  Isle 
to  Fort  Le  Bceuf,  on  French  Creek,  and  all  was  completed  early  in  August, 
1753.  On  the  east  bank  of  IMill  Creek,  a little  back  from  the  lake,  a French 
village  sprung  up,  which  at  one  time  numbered  100  families,  besides  numerous 
Indians,  with  a Catholic  priest,  a schoolmaster,  grist  mills  and  other  concomit- 
ants of  civilizaticn.  They  cleai’cd  land  and  cultivated  corn  liekls  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  fort,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  village  w’as  abandoned  after  an  experiment 
of  four  or  five  years’  trial,  as  it  was  not  in  existence  in  1757-5S.  A garrison 
of  French  soldiers  occupied  the  fort,  which  stood  on  a bluff  immediately 
west  of  the  mouth  of  hlill  Creek  near  the  shore  of  the  bay. 

The  long  and  bitter  struggle  between  the  French  and  English  for  posses- 
sion of  the  country  west  of  the  Alleghanies,  eventually  ended  in  favor  of  the 
latter,  and  though  peace  was  not  declared  until  1703,  the  French  abandoned 
Prescjue  Isle  three  years  prior  to  that  event,  and  Maj.  Fogers,  in  behalf  of 
the  English,  came  on  and  occupied  the  fort  at  this  point  in  1700.  It  was  the 
last  post  west  of  Niagara  given  up  by  the  French,  and  was  always  considered 
by  both  nations  an  important  point  in  their  chain  of  defenses,  as  well  as  an 
invaluable  supply  depot. 

I’ontiac’s  conspiracy  fiamed  out  in  1703,  Vn’inging  destruction  and  death 
upon  nearly  all  the  ^Vestern  forts.  Prescjue  Isle  was  attacked  on  the  22d  of 
Juno,  and  after  an  obstinate  resistance  was  surrendered  to  the  savages.  IVIany 
conflicting  accounts  have  been  pulflished  of  this  event,  but  as  the  principal 
facts  connected  thcrewdth  are  given  in  Chapter  AT  of  the  general  history  of 
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Eric  County,  we  refer  tlie  render  to  that  chapter  for  farther  information  on  tho 
subject. 

In  1704,  Gen.  Eradstroet,  in  command  of  3,000  British  soldiers,  stopped  at 
I’resque  Isle  on  his  way  to  tlio  relief  of  Detroit,  and  upon  liis  return  occupied 
the  fort  at  this  point.  On  the  12f,h  of  Aui^ust,  1704,  he  made  a treaty  with 
the  Shawnee  and  Delaware  tribes  of  Ohio,  which,  however,  was  of  short  dura- 
tion. For  the  succeeding  twenty  years,  little  apjiears  to  have  transpired  at. 
Ih'esque  Isle  worthy  of  mention,  and  the  old  fort  sooms  to  have  been  abandoned 
during  this  period. 

Though  the  war  between  England  and  the  Colonies  ended  in  the  recognized 
independence  of  the  latter  by  the  treaty  of  1783,  and  though  tho  English  Gov- 
ernment then  gave  up  all  claim  to  the  Y\"estcrn  region,  they  still  kept  a garri- 
son at  Presque  Isle  in  violation  of  said  treaty.  In  fact,  it  -was  not  till  1795 
that  the  American  occupation  of  this  territory  actually  took  phuse.  With  the 
dawning  of  peace  the  American  Government  came  into  recognized  though 
nominal  ownership  of  the  whole  lYestern  interior,  and  by  treaties  e.xecuted 
with  the  Six  Nations  in  1784  and  17S9,  those  tribes  signed  away  tlieir  title  to 
this  portion  of  the  State.  Some  dissatisfactiott  with  tho  tveatiee,,  however,  ex- 
isted among  the  Indians,  and  in  1791  the  Government  paid  to  the  .Seneca  tribe 
a certain  sum  of  money,  in  consideration  of  whiclr  they  agreed  to  waive  for- 
ever all  claims  to  the  lands  in  question.  In  1792,  the  State  acquired  the 
“ Triangle”  by  a jiurchase  from  the  United  States  Govejmment,  and  the  same 
year  the  General  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  pa.sscd  an  act  to  stimulate  the  set- 
tlernent  of  the  lands  around  ib;esque  Isle;  bid  i-he  Indians,  encouraged  by  tho 
English,  would  not  consent  to  tho  scheme,  or  allow  a garrison  to  be  stationed 
at  The  fort.  The  savages,  abetted  by  their  white  allies,  began  to  make  hostile 
raids  upon  the  scattered  settlements,  and  in  5 lay,  1795,  attacked  four  men  who 
were  coming  from  Fort  LeBamf  to  Ib-esque  Isle,  near  where  the  railroad  bridge 
crosses  State  street  in  Erie.  Ralph  Rutledgo  was  killed  and  scalped,  while 
his  son  was  shot  and  scalped,  but  survived  until  he  was  taken  to  LeBoeaf.  The 
father’s  body  was  buried  on  the  west  side  of  State  street,  close  to  where  he  foil, 
and  his  son  was  interred  at  the  fort  previously  mentioned.  5Vayno’s  victory 
at  the  battle  of  “ Fallen  Timbers,  ” on  the  ilaumee  River,  in  1794,  crushed  the 
spirit  of  the  Indian  tribes,  and  tho  treaty  of  Greenville,  consummated  August  3, 
1795,  witlithe  Y'eslern  Indians,  and  the  treaty  with  tho  Six  Nations  the  follow- 
ing November,  ended  all  hostile  demonstrations  in  this  locality. 

On  the  8th  of  April,  1793,  an  act  was  passed  b}  tho  General  Assembly  and 
approved  by  Gov.  5Iifflin  to  layout  a town  at  Presque  Isle.  The- act  provided 
for  the  survey  of  1,000  acres  of  land  into  town  lots  of  not  more  than  one- third 
of  an  acre  each,  and  3,4('0  acres  adjoining  in  outlets  of  not  less  th;m  five  acres 
nor  more  than  ten  acres  each.  Tho  Governor  was  authorized  to  resoi  vo  within 
or  without  said  plat  for  the  use  of  tho  United  States  so  much  land  a.s  he  thought 
necessary  for  forts,  magazines,  arsenals  aud 'dock  yards.  It  wa.s  also  provided 
that  tho  first  two  hundred  persons  who  should  settle  in  said  town  before  Janu 
ary  1,  1794,  would  be  entitled  to  one  town  lot.  They  had,  however,  is  com- 
pliance with  said  act,  to  erect  a house  sixteen  feet  square,  containing  one  stone 
or  brick  chimuey,  and  reside  in  the  town  three  years  ere  becoming  actual 
owners.  Provision  was  also  made  for  the  sale  of  200  lots  exclusive  of  those 
granted,  the  purchaser  to  erect  a similar  residence,  and  reside  in  the  town  tho 
same  length  of  time  as  the  previous  two  hundred  settlers.  In  February,  1794, 
an  act  was  passed  which  provided  for  a detachment  of  soldiers  to  protect  the 
settlement  at  Pre.sque  Isle;  but  through  the  treacliery  of  the  English,  who  them- 
selves coveted  this  post,  tho  Indians,  as  already  mentioned,  were  stirred  up 
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into  opposing  tho  settleiueut  and  garrisoning  of  Presipie  Isle  by  the  Americans. 
For  j'rudejrtial  reasons,  which  are  fully  explained  in  tho  general  history 
of  tho  county,  operations  were  for  the  time  suspended,  and  tho  siibserpuent 
victory  of  Wayno  inspired  such  a wholesome  terror  among  the  Indians  that  it 
luistoncd  the  treaties  of  ITdo,  through  which  all  0]‘'position  to  the  settlement  of 
rresqno  Isle  was  swept  away,  and  the  title  of  Pennsylvania  unreservedly 
acl.no'vlodgod. 

In  tlie  merutime,  tho  General  Assembly  passed  an  act,  April  18,  1795, 
somewhat  differing  from  that  of  1793,  and  repealing  the  latter.  The  Governor 
was  authorized  to  appoint  two  Commissioners,  who  were  instructed  to  survey 
1,000  acres  of  land  for  town  lots,  and  3, -iUO  acres  adjoining  thereto  for  outlots, 
“ at  or  near  Presque  Isle,  on  Lake  Erie;  and  the  said  lands  so  survev'ed  shall 
resj)eetively  be  laid  out  into  town  lots  and  outlets,  in  such  manner  and  with 
such  streets  not  more  than  100,  nor  less  than  00  feet  wide,  and  such  lanes, 
alleys  and  reservations  for  public  uses  as  the  said  Commissioners  shall  direct, 
but  no  town  lots  shall  contain  more  than  one-third  of  an  acre,  no  outlot  more 
than  five  acres,  nor  shall  the  reservations  for  public  uses  exceed  in  the  whole 
twenty  acres;  and  the  town  hereby  directed  to  be  laid  out  .shall  be  called  ‘Erie,’ 
and  all  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  thereof,  and  of  the  adjoining  outlot.s,  shall 
be  and  forever  remain  common  highways.” 

The  Commissioners  were  authorized  to  sell  one-third  of  said  town  lots  and 
outlots  to  the  highest  bidders,  the  }nirchasers  to  erect  on  each  town  lot,  within 
two  years  from  the  date  of  purchase,  a.  house  sixteen  feet  scjuare,  containing 
one  stone  or  brick  c];.i!nney.  Half  of  the  pnrch.ase  money  of  each  lot  had  to 
be  paid  within  three  months  from  the  date  of  sale,  and  the  balance  within  one 
year,  together  with  lawful  interest.  The  sale  was  not  to  be  valid,  and  no  pat- 
ent was  issued  until  such  time  as  these  terms  wore  complied  with  in  every 
respect. 

Eeservatious  were  made  of  sixty  acres  on  the  south  bank  of  the  har’oor  and 
near  the  entrance  thereof,  thirty  acres  on  the  peninsula  at  or  near  the  entrance  to- 
the  harbor,  and  one  other  lot  of  100  acres  on  the  peninsula  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States  in  erecting  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock-yards,  etc.  It  was 
further  provided,  “ That  if  the  mill  seats  on  the  creek  running  noaj-  the  ruins 
of  the  old  French  fort  should  fall  within  the  cessions  hereby  made  to  the 
United  States,  tho  same  shall  nevertheless  be  and  hereby  ru'e  reserved  for  the 
use  of  this  State,  wiPa  the  right  of  erecting  mills  thereon,  but  no  buildings 
(mills  excepted j,  shall  be  erected  within  600  yards  of  the  center  of  any  fort 
which  may  be  erected  by  the  United  States  on  either  of  the  lots  ceded  to  them 
as  aforesaid.”  Pennsylvania  did  not,  however,  cede  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment “ the  jurisdiction  or  right  of  soil  in  and  to  the  said  three  la.st  mentioned 
lots,  but  only  the  occupancy  and  use  thereof  for  tho  pur];oses  aforesaid.” 

By  an  act  passed  February  19,  ISOO,  that  portion  of  the  act  of  17'.)5  which 
made  it  obligatory  for  piu'chasers  of  lots  to  erect  houses  thereon  ere  becoming 
bona  lide  owners,  was  repealed;  and  lot-s  previously  forfeited  on  account  of 
non-compliance  in  full  with  said  law  were  allowed  to  be  pre-empted  by  their 
former  purchasers  at  the  original  price,  provided  application  was  made  within 
twelve  months  from  the  passing  of  this  act.  The  leniency  here  adopted  was 
continued  by  subsequent  euactment.s,  thus  making  it  easy  for  t’ne  first  settlers 
of  Erie  to  become  owners  of  real  estate. 

The  first  permanent  -\mericun  settlement  effected  on  the  site  of  Erie 
occurred  in  the  spring  of  1795,  when  Thomas  Rees,  who  had  been  appointed 
Deputy  Surveyor  of  this  land  district  on  the  I6th  of  May,  1792,  pitched  his 
tent  near  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  and  began  his  labors  in  this  field..  The 
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provious  yeai'  he  had  done  some  surveying  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  but  on 
account  of  Indian  threats,  the  undertaking  ^v•as  very  hazardous,  and  tlie  work 
tvas  abandoned  until  1705.  Mr.  Rees  was  a native  of  Northumberland  Coun- 
ty, Penn.,  and  was  the  agent  of  the  .Population  Land  Company,  all  its  tiv.st 
sales  hieing  made  by  him  at  his  tent  upon  the  Imnk  of  Presque  Isle  Bay,  the 
first  real  estaro  office  opened  at  Erie.  While  living  in  Eric,  tlie  Duke 
de  Chartres,  uPio  subsequeiith  became  Louis  Pbillippe,  King  of  Franco, 
made  him  a brief  visit,  accejding  the  rude  but  generous  hospitality  of 
Mr.  Bees,  with  befdting  dignity.  On  tlie  61st  of  March,  179b,  he  was 
appointed  by  Gov.  fdilliiu,  .fustice  of  the  Peace  for  the  district  eonsi.st- 
ing  of  “the  township  of  Mead,  in  the  county  of  A.llegheny,’'  which  then 
embraced  all  of  tlie  territory  notv  composing  Crawford  and  Erie  Counties. 
He  was  thus  the  tir.st  .Justice  of  Eric  County,  his  term  of  office  lieing  “so  long 
as  he  shall  live  and  behave  himself  well.”  In  the  fall  of  1795,  his  wife  joined 
him  in  his  YYestern  home.  In  1796,  he  was  succeeded  by  Judah  Colt  as  agent 
of  the  Population  Land  Compam^,  and  became  State  Commissioner  for  the 
sale  of  lots,  -which  position  he  held  until  iSOu.  Mr.  Eees  had  obtained  a 
largo  quantity  of  land  in  PTarbor  Creek  Township,  and  tliitlic-r  he  removed  in 
1802.  Pie  divided  his  land  into  farms,  since  k.uown  as  “Eggs’  Ee.serve,”  and 
here  he  died  in  l\Iay,  1SP8,  having  survived  his  wife  some  years. 

In  the  .spring  of  1795,  a detachment  of  AYayne’s  army  under  the  command 
of  Capt.  Eusseli  Bissell,  landed  at  Presque  Is*!e,  and  l^egan  the  erection  of 
two  block-houses  on  the  high  ].>oint  east  of  Mill  Creek,  where  the  AA^ayne  Block- 
.House  Alonumcnt  now  stands.  The  work  was  completed  during  1795-96,  and 
here  December  15,  of  the  latter  year,  Gen.  AYayne  closed  his  earthly  career, 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  in  the  annals  of  American  histoi’Y. 

Gens.  AYilliam  Irvine  and  Andrew  Ellicolt,  the  State  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed to  lay  out  the  town  of  Erie,  arrived  in  June,  1795,  accoii:>panied  by  a 
corps  of  surveyors,  and  escorted  by  a company  of  State  troops,  commanded  by 
Capt.  John  Grubb.  This  latter  gentleman  located  permanently  in  Erie,  and 
though  subsequently  settling  on  a farm,  may  bo  called  the  second  settler  of 
the  town.  Capt.  Grubb  and  wife  were  noted  as  being  the  tallest  coujJe  in 
Erie  County.  He  spent  the  balance  of  his  life  in  the  county,  dying  in  June. 
18-15,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  Justices,  and  an  Associate  Judge  of  Erie  County 
for  many  years. 

Erie  was  laid  out  in  three  sections,  each  about  one  mile  square,  and 
extending  from  the  bay  south  tu  Twelfth  street,  Edrst  section  ran  from 
Parade  to  Chestnut:  second  section  from  Che.stuut  to  Cranberry;  and  third 
section  from  Cranberry  to  We.st  street.  The  outlets  extended  sout’ri  to  Twen- 
ty sixth  street,  east  to  East  avenue,  we.st  to  the  western  boundary  of  the  alms- 
house farm,  and  north  to  the  bay  of  Presque  Isle,  thus  embracing  the  whole 
face  of  the  harbor  from  its  euirance  to  vdihiu  a sliort  distance  of  “The 
Hoad,”  which  was  the  intention  of  the  Commissioners  when  laying  out  the 
town.  An  old  map  made  by  Col.  Thomas  Forster  from  the  original  surveys, 
presented  by  him  to  George  A.  Eliot,  of  Erie,  and  now  in  possession  of  his 
son,  John  Eliot,  show.s  the  original  town  as  here  described.  The  streets  were 
laid  off  twenty  rods  apart,  with  State  street  running  north  and  south  as  the 
center  of  first  section,  the  streets  west  of  State,  and  parallel  with  it,  being 
named  after  trees,  and  those  east  of  it  after  nationalities,  excepting  Parade, 
■which  was  so  called  on  account  of  starting  from  the  old  l"rench  fort  or  parade 
grounds.  Parade  street  was  almost  identical  witli  the  old  Eh-ench  road  to  Fort 
IjO  Boeuf,  and  for  years  was  the  only  road  leading  into  the  town,  except  the  lake 
road  rom  the  east  side  of  the  county.  The  streets  running  parallel  with  tlie 
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bav  were  numbered  from  one  to  twelve,  though  First  street  was  called  Front, 
Bud  has  since  been  known  by  that  title.  At  the  center  of  each  section,  a plot 
of  land  was  reserved  for  public  uses,  and  in  first  section  was  utilized  for  the 
court  house,  market  house,  etc.,  throughout  the  earlier  years  of  the  county’s 
history,  and  up  until  the  erection  of  the  present  county  building. 

Soon  after  the  survejmrs  began  their  labors  at  Erie,  another  arrival  is  chron- 
icled, doubtless  tlie  most  important  during  the  pioneer  history  of  the  tow7j.  On 
the  last  day  of  Juno  or  1st  of  July,  1795,  Col.  Seth  Reed,  with  his  v/ife  Hannah, 
and  sons  Manning  and  Charics  J.,  dropped  anchor  in  the  harbor  and  landed  on 
the  peninsnla,  thinking  it  more  secure  from  Indian  attack  than  the  main  laud.  The 
family  had  come  from  Buffalo,  in  a sail  boat  owned  and  operated  by  James 
Taimadge.  The  Colonel  built  a rude  one-story  log  cabin,  covered  with  bark, 
near  the  juouth  of  Mill  Creek,  and  concluding  that  the  settlement  iieeded  a 
public  bouse,  put  up  a sign  as  the  “ Presque  Isle  Hotel.”  This  was  the  fij'st 
house  erected  iu  Erie,  and  though  insigniticant  iu  appearance,  was  provided 
“with  plenty  of  good  refreshments  for  all  itinerants  that  chose  to  call.  ” Mrs. 
Hannah  Reed  was  the  first  white  woman  to  locate  at  Erie,  and  as  such  her  name 
deserves  perpetuation  as  the  pioneer  of  her  sex  in  this  county.  ' In  Sei'/minbor, 
1795,  Col.  Reed’s  sons,  Rufus  S.  and  Geoj’ge  \\5,  caine  to  Erie,  and  with  them 
Mrs.  Thomas  Rees  and  Mrs.  J.  Fairbanks.  The  following  year  the  Colonel 
erected  a large  two-story  log  house  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Second  and 
Parade  streets,  which  he  placed  in  charge  of  his  son  Rufus  S. , who  kept  a tavern 
and  store  in  it  until  1799,  when  it  was  burned  down.  The  next  year,  Rufus  3. 
Reed  rebuilt  it,  and  for  many  years  afterward  can-ied  on  business  at  that  }>lace. 
Col  Seth  Reed  removed  to  a farm  on  Walnut  Creek,  where  he  died  March  19, 
1797,  his  widow  surviring  him  until  December  8,  1S21.  A lengtliy  sketch  of 
tlie  Reed  family,  fj-om  the  pen  of  another  historian  will  be  fouud  elsewhere  in 
this  work. 

The  only  settlers  of  1795,  beside.s  those  already  mentioned,  were  James  Baird 
and  family.  Doubtless,  many  persons  came  and  wont,  but  careful  investigation 
has  failed  to  find  the  names  of  any  others  who  located  hero  permanently  during 
that  year. 

On  returning  to  the  East,  after  the  completion  of  their  work  as  Conunis- 
sioners,  Irvine  and  Ellicott  were  appointed  State  agents,  in  conjunction  with 
George  Wilson,  fiw  the  sale  of  the  lots  in  the  towns  they  had  laid  out.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a copy  of  their  advertisement  of  the  sales,  printed  in  1796: 

Agreeably  to  instructions  from  His  Excellency,  Thoma.s  Mirtlin,  Governor  of  this 
Commonwealtli,  we  sha.ll  offer  for  sale  tlie  following  town  and  outlets  of  Erie,  Water- 
ford. Erankiin  and  Warren,  at  the  time  and  places  hereaTter  specified,  viz.:  Tliesalc 
of  thixt  porti'in  of  town  and  outliUs  of  the  several  towns  to  be  disposed  of  lathe  city 
of  I'liiladelpliia  will  rommence  o;i  Monday,  theSoth  day  of  July  next.  'J’iiat  portion 
of  tlie  town  and  outlets  ot  the  several  towns  to  be  disimsed  of  at  Carlisle  will  com- 
mence at  that  borougb  on  Wednesday,  the  3rd  of  August  next:  and  tlie  sale  of  that 
portion  of  the  town  and  ourlots  of  the  said  towns  to  be  disposeil  of  at  1 ’iit.sburgh  will 
commence  at  that  borough  .on  Monday,  the  loth  day  of  Au.gust  next. 

Wnu.iAMlr.vixF, 

.V X'DKEW  E l.l.ICOTT, 
GfOKGE  WlL-SOX, 

Agents. 

The  following  statement  of  prices  paid  by  the  Harrisburg  k,  Presque  Isle 
Laud  Company  at  the  public  sale  of  lots  iu  the  town  of  Erie,  held  at  Carlisle 
on  the  3d  and  Jth  of  August,  179G,  will  be  of  interest  in  this  connection: 


IX’LOT.S. 

No.  1859,  corner  Seventh  and  German S 7 

No.  140  i.  Seventh,  near  State 18 
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Xo.  1900,  Sixtli,  between  Gennun  ami  I’aiade 8 

Xo.  2809,  coiner  Fourth  and  Jdbevty 40 

Xo.  2810,  corner  Third  and  Idberty 41 

Xo.  2848.  Tiiird,  near  nioulli  of  Caaeade 21, 

Xo.  3217,  Second,  corner  Parade  on  road  to  F ort 200 

Xo.  3292,  corner  Second  and  German  200 

X^o.  3420,  corner  Idi.ei'ty  on  Lake 100 

FIVK-ACllE  OrTJ.OTi:. 

Xo.  277 $38 

Xo.  278 33 

Xo.  283 49 

X'o.  378 56 

Xo.  418 45 

Xo.  519 ’ . . 50 

Xo.  523  57 

Xo.  505 09 


Lots  No.  2045,  2046,  2047  and  2048,  included  in  the  block  bounded  by  State, 
Po.acli,  North  Park  Ilow  and  Fifth  streots,  were  pmehasod  at  Carlisle  in  .1796,  by 
Thomas  Hilling,  Thomas  Forster  and  Alexander  Berryhill,  bringing  respectively 
S152,  S21,  S70and  8112.  Lot  No.  2050,  northwest  corner  of  Si;c-th  and  Poach, 
nov,' occupied  by  the  residence  of  51rs.  Charles  ^1.  Heed,  was  bought  at  Phila- 
delphia. in  1703,  by  Alexander  A.ddison  for  §81.  Lots  No.  2041,  2042,  2043 
and  2044,  whereon  the  Reed  and  Ellsworth  houses  now  stand,  were  purchased 
September  1,  lS0l,by  Ihoaias  Forster  and  David  IMcNair,  for  S54,  .$30.  $10 
and  $21,  respectively,  Mr.  McNair  buying  the  t wo  center  lots  and  Mr.  Foixster 
the  c.orcer  ones.  Lot  No.  2049,  tlie  .site  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  was 
bought  by  Thomas  Hamilton  August  3,  ISOl,  for  $30. 

Lots  No.  1937,  1938,  1939  and  1940,  lying  between  State.  Peach  and 
Seventh  street  and  South  Park  Row,  now  occupied  by  the  Dime  Savings 
Bank,  Park  Presbyterian  Church,  etc.,  were  purchased  by  Joseph  Kratz,  Jan- 
uary 23,  1806,  for  $110;  and  on  the  same  date  he  bought  Lots  3320  and  3327, 
corner  of  Fourth  and  State  streets,  for  $88.  Lots  NM.  1401  and  1402,  west 
side  of  State  street,  between  Seventh  and  Eighth,  were  Y’lwchased,  the  first  one 
by  Samuel  Smith,  March  23,  1802,  for  $30,  and  the  other  by  Thomas  Hughes, 
April  1,  1801,  for  $30.  Lots  No.  1399  and  1400,  east  side  of  State,  between 
Seventh  and  Eighth  streets  were  purchased,  the  first  mentioned  by  William  G. 
Sydnor,  May  13,  1801,  for  $30,  and  the  latter  one  by  .Ibraham  Smith,  March 
23,  1802.  at  the  same  price.  Lots  No.  1287  and  1288.  west  side  of  State, 
between  Eighth  and  Ninth  streets,  were  purchased  respectively  by  John  Hay, 
for  $54,  and  John  Vincent,  for  $31,  June  11,  1804.  Lots  No.  1289  and  1290, 
east  side  of  Stato  street  between  Eighth  and  Ninth,  were  purchased  by  Andrew 
"Wiilock,  May  25.  ISIR,  for  $30  each.  Jjots  No.  727  and  72b,  east  side  of 
State  street,  between  Ninth  and  Tenth,  were  purchased,  the  former  by  Samuel 
McKelvey,  June  12,  1S04,  for  $20,  and  the  latter  by  John  Lewis,  I\larch  30, 
1805,  at  the  same  figure.  Lots  No.  729  and  730,  west  side  of  .State  street, 
between  Ninth  and  Tenth,  were  bought  respectively  by  Joseph  F.  McCreary 
and  Basil  Hoskinson,  the  tirst  .June  15,  1804,  for  $20,  and  the  latter  June  12, 

1804,  for  the  same  price.  Lots  No.  735  and  736,  on  Peach  street,  between 
Nintii  and  Tenth,  the  site  of  the  Erie  Academy,  were  purchased  August  15, 

1805,  by  Samuel  McKelvey  for  $20  each.  Lot  No  753,  northwest  corner  of 
Tenth  and  Sassafras,  the  site  of  St.  Peter’s  Cathedral,  was  purchased  by  John 
Gray,  June  27,  1815,  for  $20.  Lot  No.  1280,  northwest  corner  of  Peach  and 
Ninth  streets,  the  site  of  the  Downing  Block,  was  bought  hy  John  Leninger, 
July  23,  1804,  for  $30.  Lot  No.  1936,  northwest  corner  of  Peach  and  Seventh 
streets,  the  site  of  the  Wetmore  House,  was  purchased,  by  Abraham  Smith, 
March  23,  1802,  for  $25. 
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llicro  is  tlor.Mless  a greater  differerice  I'etweeti  tlie  prices  paid  for  orif- 
](.{s  when  originally  pnrohased  and  the  value  of  the  same  ground  to-day  than 
there  is  I'etwecn  the  inlots.  I'ov  instance  Outlut  Xo.  375.  located  between 
I ea.cii  ai.d  S:!^sa^ras  and  I'onricenth  atid  Fifteenth  streets,  and  now  the  site 
of  iheFniori  Fepot.  rsasl'onght  liyDarld  jUcXair,  March  1,  ISOl,  for  520.  Sir. 
IMcXi'.ir  also  ] nrehased  on  the  s,m!:c  date,  Onrlot  370,  bctindeu  by  I’each,  Sas- 
s.'ifias.  Fifteenth,  and  Sixteenth  stieets  at  the  .'^amo  price-,  also  Ontlot  4('7, 
ceiij]a'ising  the  hirge  block  lyitig  h'Otween  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  and  S+ato 
and  J’each  streets  for  S25.  On  the  2cd  of  Xovc-mber.  iSOj,  M illifin  "Wallace 
]'tnchased  Ontlot  Xo.  400  for  S25.  which  also  extends  from  Twelfth  to  Fonr- 
teentli.  and  from  State  to  Frencli  streets.  Joseph  Fratz,  pnrchas-cd  Outlet  Xo. 
510,  which  lies  in  the  eastern  part  of  Erie,  between  Xintli  and  Tenth  streets, 
Jtiimary  23,  3 £00,  for  S20. 

There  were  109  inlots  and  33  ontlots  in  Erie  disposed  of  at  ITnIadolphia, 
Carlisle  and  PlUsburgh  in  1790,  from  which  was  realized  in  jn’incipal  and 
interest  £4.105. 2(h  The  price.s  paid  for  the  inlots  and  ntitk)ts  wliich  are 
here  given,  may  be  taken  as  a fair  estimate  of  tliose  paid  at  the  first  sales  as 
well  as  threnghent  tlie  earlier  years  of  the  town'.-=  existence.  I v)  tltc- benefit  of 
eur  readers,  we  will  here  stale  that  a ccn  plete  transcript  of  tlrcsc  original  sales, 
from  wLieh  we  obtained  enr  infoimation  is  in  the  possession  of  J.  W.  "Wet- 
more.  of  Erie,  the  same  bocP  centaining  the  date  of  first  sale,  name  of  pur- 
chaser and  price  paid  for  every  inlot  i.n  the  first  section  of  Frie,  frem  1 
to  ?3Sl,  and  every  ontlot  frem  J to  C04;  also  a similar  3ccord  of  the  first 
sah,s  made  in  the  second  section  of  the  town. 

The  settlement  and  building  up  of  Erie  was  now  but  a matter  of  time,  and 
in  1706  we  tiud  CapL  Daniel  Dobbins  casting  his  fortunes  with  the  little  ham-, 
let,  followed  in  179S  by  AViiliara  AA'allace,  and  in  1799,  by  Jonas  Duncan  and 
Johir  Teel.  Jonas  Duncan  w’as  among  the  very  first  carpenlcu's  and  joiners 
who  came  to  Erie;  he  arrived  in  1799.  and  brought  his  appi  entico.  John  Teel, 
with  him,  who  proved  a fixture,  an  I for  over  half  a century,  the  leading  car- 
penter and  joiner  of  the  place;  he  died  a few  years  since,  respected  and 
esteemed.  From  that  year  until  1S15  the  following  are  believed  to  have  be- 
come residents  of  the  place:  Col.  Thomas  Forster,  John  Gillospio,  Tho.mas 
Hughes,  Thomas  AVilsou,  Eobert  Irwun.  John  Gray,  Richard  Olcmment.  Judah 
Colt,  Ca]it.  John  Richards,  John  Wil.'On,  John  Cummins,  Alary  O’Xeill,  Rob- 
ert Knox,  Stephen  AVolverton.  Ciles  Sanford,  AA'illiam  Lattimore,  AY.  AV.  Reed, 
John  Dickson.  Capt.  AVilliam  Jme,  David  Cook,  F.  S.  Ax  Hamot.  Cen.  John 
Kelso,  Barnabes  AIcCno,  Thomas  Wilkins,  Ceorge  Gossett,  Basil  Hoskinson, 
George  I.andon.  Ilolm-es  Reed,  Hugh  Cunningham,  William  Laniberton,  Ar- 
chibald AlcSjiarren,  James  Duncan,  George  Leiringcr,  AVillard  Colton,  Thomas 
Laird,  Joseph  Kratz,  Airs.  Silverthorn,  Robert  L.  Curtis.  Alarmadiike  Curtis, 
John  Lewis,  George  Schantz,  Samuel  Hays,  Ilobert  Hays,  John  AIcDonald, 
James  Sydnor,  Robert  Brotherton,  Jonathan  Stratton,  James  AYiison,  Ceorge 
Aloore,  T'homas  Largo,  Robert  Brown,  Collender  Ti'vine.  Robert  Ijarge,  Jona- 
than Bail’d,  Isaac  An.-tin,  B.  Rice,  xA.mos  Fisk,  Peter  Crawotz,  Ceorge  Bueh- 
ler,  Thomas  Stewart,  John  E.  lAapsley,  John  Hay,  Rufus  Clough,  David  AIc- 
Xair,  Ezekiel  Dunning  -John  AYoodside,  John  Aliller,  James  AlcConlcey, 
AVilliam  P^ell,  John  0.  AVailace,  Thomas  H.  Sill,  Jacob  Spong  and  Rev. 
Robert  Reid.  Doubtless,  there  may  have  boon  a few'  others  who  came 
during  that  period,  but  whose  names  are  “ lost  mid  the  rubbish  of  forgot- 
ten things.’’  Alany  of  those  pioneers  had  families,  and  the  children  aro- 
often  better  remembered  than  the  parents,  whose  energies  were  spent  in  build- 
ing up  homes  for  those  who  came  after  them.  AA'hile  some  of  those  mentioned 
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became  prmuinent  in  t,lie  affairs  of  the  county  or  State,  and  are  duly  recognized 
throughout  this  history  for  tlie  work  which  they  accomplished,  little  is  known 
of  others,  only  that  they  here  settled,  lived  and  died,  leaving  no  record  of  their 
often  adventurous  lives. 

Some  of  their  naruos  we  tind  connected  with  the  early  lake  navigation, 
building  boats  through  which  to  carry  on  a commercial  business  with  the  older 
settlemeut-s.  In  1790,  Capt.  William  Lee  anti  Kufus  S.  Eeed,  built  a boat 
called  tho  Good  Intent  ” at  the  mouth  of  IMill  Creek;  and  in  ISOO  .Eliphalet 
Beebe  built  the  “Harlequin.’’  In  1805,  the  schooner  “Mary”  was  constructed 
at  Erie,  and  owned  by  Thomas  Wilson,  while  many  other  Imats  purchased  from 
time  to  time  by  citizens  of  Erie,  prominent  among  whom  were  Idufiia  S.  Boed 
and  Capt.  Daniel  Dobbins,  added  much  to  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the 
town. 

By  the  act  of  March  12,  1800,  which  erected  several  counties  out  of  terri- 
tory previously  embraced  iu  Allegheny,  Erie  was  designated  as  the  seat  of 
justice  for  Erie  County.  For  three  years  the  county  was  attached  to  Craw'- 
ford,  but  on  the, 2d  of  April,  1803,  a separate  and  distinct  organization  was 
effected.  The  court  met  at  the  hotel  of  George  Buehler,  which  stood  on  the 
corner  of  French  and  Third  streets,  subsequently  kiiowm  as  the  “McConkey 
House,”  and  the  headquarters  of  Commodore  Perry,  while  building  his 
fleet  in  1813. 

The  war  of  1812  is  treated  of  in  a previous  chapter,  and  a detailed 
account  is  given  of  Erie’s  connection  with  that  eventful  period;  yet  we  think  it 
appropriate  to  here  mention  the  fact  that  the  gunboats  Porcupine,  Tigress  and 
Scorpion,  were  built  at  the  mouth  of  Lee’s  Bun,  afterward  the  site  of  tho 
“Navy  Yard,”  and  subsequently  occupied  by  the  canal  bed;  w'hile  tho  Law- 
rence, Niagara  and  Ariel  were  constructed  at  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Cascade,  the 
present  site  of  the  Erie  & Pittsburgh  Bailroad  docks.  I'eriw’s  victory  brought 
a feeling  of  safety  to  Erie,  that  it  had  not  knowm  since  the  beginning  of  this 
struggle  agidnst  tyranny,  and  his  victorious  return  to  the  town  was  hailed 
with  the  wildest  enthusiasm.  All  classes  vied  with  each  other  in  paying  the 
youthful  hero  due  honor,  and  the  streets  of  the  little  borough  resounded  with 
the  booDi  of  cannon  and  the  glad  shouts  of  rejoicing.  In  fact,  throughout  this 
period,  Erie  was  a kind  of  military  camp,  but  with  the  close  of  the  war  the  life 
of  the  town  again  settled  down  to  peaceful  avocations. 

SCRAP.S  OF  HISTORY. 

A custom  prevailed  in  Erie  prior  to  ISIO,  which  required  every  man  to 
e})0nd  each  Saturday  afternoon  in  grubbing  out  stumps  from  the  street.s. 
There  was  also  an  ordinance  in  operation  until  June,  18-lG,  rerpiiring  every 
man  who  got  on  a spree  to  dig  three  stumps  from  the  highwa.y,  as  a penalty 
for  each  similar  offense  against  tho  morals  of  the  town.  We  are  not  aware  how 
far  intemperance  was  checked  through  this  ordinance,  but  may  safely  conclude, 
that  thougli,  doubtless,  having  a salutary  effect  upon  those  addicted  to  the  vice, 
men’s  appetites  then  as  now  cannot  be  eradicated  by  force  or  stringent  laws. 

In  1813,  there  w'as  a tine  drive  on  the  sand  beach  of  the  bay,  from  State 
street  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Cascade.  This  drive  had  been  used  for  several 
years,  and  was  a. favorite  one  among  those  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  possess 
a saddle  horse  or  turnout. 

In  1812,  the  hotels  wore  one  on  the  corner  of  Third  and  French,  kept  by 
Tboma.s  Rees, Jr.;  one  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  French, by  James  Duncan, 
known  as  the  Globe  Hotel,  which  he  was  still  running  in  182G;  tho  old  stone 
on  the  corner  of  State  and  South  Park  How,  l>y  Robert  Brown,  who  erected  it 
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ill  ISII.  opened  it  as  the  Am(  riean  House  in  the  fall  of  1812  and  kept  it  till 
1,820,  being  succeeded  by  Joseph  Y.  .llourehead  Vvdio  carried  on  the  tsYcrn  for 
several  years.  Thomas  T.airJ  had  a hotel  in  1812,  on  the  corner  of  Eighth 
and  State;  and  soon  after  the  rvar  closed  John  Dickson  built  a tavern  on  the 
corner  of  Second  and  French,  known  as  tlie  Steamboat  House, which  he  carried 
on  for  many  years,  as  in  June,  1825,  I.,afayetto  was  here  entertained  at  a 
grand  barupiet  given  in  honor  of  his  visit,  The  old  hotel  erected  by  George, 
ilaehler  on  the  corner  of  French  and  Thirelv.as  used  by  Commodore  Derry  as 
headcpiarters  during  his  stay  at  Erie.  It  was  at  that  time  occupied,  and  long 
afterward  carried  on  by  Thomas  Fees,  Jr. 

An  old  landmark  that  wilt  be  well  reraonibered  by  the  older  inhabitants  of 
Erie,  was  the  “'Bell  House,"’  erected  in  tlie  fall  of  1805,  on  the  corner  of  Sixth 
and  French  streets.  The  builder  was  Jolin  Teel,  and  the  owner 'William  Bell, 
who  occupied  it  as  a store  and  residence  in  the  spring  of  1806.  In  the  winter 
of  1812-13,  it  was  opened  as  a hotel,  but  in  a short  time  Fox  and  Bailey 
bought  out  the  stock  of  Hr.  Bell’s  store,  who  died  in  December,  1813,  and  oc- 
cupied the  whole  building  till  1819,  when  they  retiumcd  to  the  East.  It  was 
then  opened  as  a hotel  by  William  Hughes,  an  Irishman  of  tine  education,  who, 
having  been  an  actor  in  his  youth, organized  a dramatic  company  among  the 
young  men  of  the  borough,  and  gave  exhibitions  in  a building  that  stood  on 
French,  between  Third  and  Fourth  streets.  John  Tv'.  Bell  succeeded  Hughes 
in  the  hotel,  and  a Mr.  Jennings  organized  the  first  dancing  class  of  the  vil- 
lage in  tliis  building.  It  was  used  successively  by  George  Selden, Thomas  G. 
Colt  & Co.,  John  C.  Beebe  and  S.  Smyth  as  a business  place;  but  in  1871  it 
was  torn  down  to  make  room  for  the  Becker  Liloek. 

The  South  'Erie  Hotel  was  built  by  Nathan  WcCaminons,  on  the  oorn.or  of 
Peach  and  Twenty-sixth  streets,  in  the  winter  of  1817-lS.  li  was  purchased 
by  Capt.  John  Justice  in  April,  1821,  and  in  1824  passed  info  the  hands  of 
James  Parks,  and  was  subsequently  kept  by  George  Kelly,  Abraham  Shank, 
M.  B.  Mills,  James  Gray,  John  Ttilley,  George  Tabor  and  others.  Dmlng 
the  speculation  of  1837,  this  property  sold  for  $17,500.  Tljerowere  also  hotels 
kept  at  various  times  on  Federal  Hill  by  George  Moore,  Thomas  Laird,  Ira 
Glazier,  George  Kelly,  Thomas  Childs,  N.  M.  Manly, Simeon  Dunn  and  others. 

Another  early  tavern  "was  Kyan's,  located  at  the  elbow  of  the  Buffalo  road, 
near  John  Saltzman’s,  and  afterward  kept  by  a Mr.  Taggart.  It  was  a great 
stopping  place,  and  will,  doubtless,  be  vividly  remembered  by  many  of  our 
readers. 

Two  hotels  of  a later  day  than  some  of  "those  mentioned  were  the  Farmers 
Hotel,  built  by  James  Duncan  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  and  French  in  1820, 
which  is  yet  (1SS3)  standing,  and  the  Park  Plouse,  erected  by  John  ALorris,  for 
a residence,  in  iShb,  on  the  corner  of  Peach  and  South  Park  Kow. 

The  court  house,  Atr.  Hughes’  house  on  Seventh  street, and  jlr.  Hamot’s, 
on  German,  north  of  Second  street,  were , the  only  brick  buildings  in  Erie  in 
1820;  while  Giles  Sanford  & Co.,  P.  S,  Y.  Hamot,  C.  A S.  Brown,  "Wright  &, 
Kellogg  and  George  Selden  were  the  only  merchants. 

The  total  borough  tax  in  1820,  as  shown  by  the  duplicate  of  that  year, 
was  $175. 20.  Kufus  S.  Feed  stood  highest  in  valuation  of  real  estate,  viz., 
$0,798,  followed  by  the  heirs  of  John  Kelso  with  $3. 7-10;  P.  S.  Y.  Hamot. 
$3,120;  Judah  Colt.  $2,940;  John  W.  Bell,  $2,052;  Giles  Sanford,  $2,012; 
Thomas  Laird,  $1,579;  Samuel  Hays,  $1,552;  Benjamin  Wallace,  $1,401; 
heirs  of  AYilliam  "Wallace,  $985;  Thomas  H.  Sill,  $730.  The  corner  where 
the  Dime  Savings  Bank  stands,  with  tho  buildings  then  occupying  it,  was  A-al- 
ued  at  $1,000;  the  four  lots  occupied  by  Hie  Feed  and  Ellsworth  Hotels  at 
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tlio  Teel  Hdusg,  with  two  lots,  corner  of  Peach  and  ISinth  streets,  at 
$290;  house  and  two  lots  corner  of  Seventh  and  Sassafras,  at  $1.9;  Farniers’ 
Hotel,  $5>7;  lot  corner  French  a inj  Second,  $S50:  Capt.  Dobbins’  liou.se  and 
lot,  $575;  two  lots  of  George  A.  Eliot,  corner  of  Poach  and  Sixth.,  $300;  the 
lot  on  which  Castor’s  and  Murphy’s  stores  .stand,  $15(.);  house  and  two  lots  on  the 
nonlrea-it  coriior  of  State  and  Tenth.  $101;  sixteen  lot^,  corner  of  Twelfth  and 
Parade,  on  the  we.st  side  of  the  latter  street.  SiH;  tliirty-t wo  lots  north  of 
the.se,  $172;  the  lots  ou  whicli  Po.seuzwoig's  block,  iiinderneeht's  and  others 
stand,  were  purchased  by  John  Wai’ren  in  1821  for  $3O0.  Tax  was  tben  col- 
leetecl  by  the  High  Constable,  bat  the  reader  can  readily  discover  from  the 
amount  of  borough  tax  collected  in  1820  that  his  ilntieswere  not  very  arduous. 

Ou  the  23d  of  IMurch.  1823,  the  court  house,  with  all  its  contents,  was 
destroyed  by  lire.  It  stood  in  the  West  Park,  a little  north  of  the  soldiers’ 
inouument,  and  was  built  in  1$0S.  A new  court  house  v,’as  erected  ou  the 
same  site  and  tinished  in  the  spring  of  1825.  Th.e  bell  th.at  lumg  in  the 
cupola  of  this  hitter  building  originally  belonged  to  the  P)ritish  ship  .Detroit, 
captured  by  Commodore  Perry  in  the  battle  of  Lake  Lrie.  It  .was  transferred 
to  the  Tnited  States  brig  Xiagara,  where  it  did  .‘service  until  1823,  when  it 
was  placed  in  the  navy  yard  at  the  mouth  of  Leo’s  Ibin.  iu  Erie.  In  1825.  the 
navy  yard,  was  abandoned  and  the  material  sold  at  auction,  Eufus  S.  Reed 
purchased  this  bell,  and  again  sold  it  to  the  county.  It  did  good  service  un- 
til the  purchase  of  the  bell  for  the  prosi.mt  court  house  in  185-1,  when  it  w'as 
stolen,  but  recovered  iu  a few  mouths,  and  sub.-.eijuently  bought  by  tlie  city 
authorities.  The  present  tine  building  ou  Si.xih  street,  west  o;  I’each,  was 
comjileted  and  occupied  in  May,  lSo5. 

Kufus  S.  Reed  built  the  Muusion  House  in  1826,  It  was  long  the  loading 
hotel  of  E'de,  but  on  the  22d  of  February,  1839,  the  town  was  visited  by  the 
most  destructive  lire  that  had  yet  occurred,  and  the  Mansion  House,  together 
with  all  the  outbuildings,  containing  stage  coaches,  horses,  etc.,  ah^o  several 
frame  houses  and  store.s,  were  consumed.  It  was  all  the  property  of  Mr. 
Reed,  excepting  the  stages,  stock,  etc.,  which  was  principally  owned  by  the 
Me.ssrs.  Hart  and  .Bird.  YYith  his  usual  energy  and  public  sjjirit,  Mr.  Reed 
covered  the  burnt  district  with  a now  hotel,  known  as  the  Reed  House,  which 
was  bnnied  in  March,  1804.  rebuilt,  and  again  destroyed  by  fire  in  Soptem- 
bsr,  1S72,  the  pro.?pnt  elegant  structure  succeeding  the  last  fire. 

Another  event  of  1S20  was  the  organization  of  “ The  Active  Fire  Com- 
pany of  Erie,”  on  the  22d  of  .February,  Washington’s  birthday.  It  was  the 
pioneer  fire  company  of  Erie,  and  irmiudod  in  ihs  roll  of  membeiship  nearly 
all  the  male  residents  of  the  borough  who  were  old  enough  to  be  of  any  assist- 
ance. 

The  first  steamboat  built  at  Evh'>,  the  “ William  Penn,”  was  launched  at 
the  Cascade  May  IS,  lS26,  arnl  commenced  its  regular  lake  business  in  August 
of  that  year,  Julm  F.  Wright,  ma.ster. 

The  revenue  cutter,  Benjamin  Rush,  was  built  at  Erie,  about  1825,  by  Capt. 
John  Richards,  and  intended  for  service  ou  the  upper  lakes.  In  March,  1833, 
the  cutter  Erie  wa.s  launched  at  Reed's  dock,  and  placed  in  charge  of  Capn. 
Daniel  Dobbins,  who  also  was  the  second  commander  of  the  Benjamin  Rush. 

Cen.  C.  il.  Reed  built  the  steamboat  Pennsylvania  at  the  foot  of  Sassafras 
street,  and  launched  her  in  July.  1833.  He  al-o  constructed  the  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson in  1834,  an.l  the  -James  5Iadison,  iu  1837,  at  the  same  yard;  and  iu 
1840,  he  built  the  Missr.uri. 

The  ill-fated  steamer  Erie  was  l)uilt  by  the  Erie  Steamboat  Company,  at 
the  foot  of  French  street  in  1837,  and  in  1841  burned  on  Lake  Erie  with  ter- 
rible loss  of  life. 
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The  United  States  gunlioat  Michigan  Avas  brought  to  Erie,  in  sections, 
froro  Pittsburgh,  put  together  and  launched  on  tlio  9tii  of  November,  18  13. 
It  was  accepted  and  conunissi.oued  by  the  Government  August  15,  lSd-1,  and 
is  the  only  vessel  of  war  on  the  chain  of  lakes. 

In  the  fall  of  IS'lS,  Joshua  Beers  opened  a store  in  the  brick  block  pre- 
viously erected  by  him  on  the  northeast  corner  of  State  street  and  North  Park 
Row,  then  a deep  ravine  and  quagmire.  The  same  year,  Dr.  C.  E.  Eorkius  put  in 
a stock  of  drugs  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Beers  Block.  It  was  a business  ranch 
needed  in  Erie  at  that  time,  and  the  Doctor’s  enterprise  was  thoroughly  appre- 
ciated by  the  people  among  whom  he  spent  the  balance  of  his  days. 

The  Erie  Bank,  the  first  banking  institution  opened  in  the  town,  began  bus- 
iness in  January,  1S29.  It  was  organized  principally  through  the  indnence  of 
Rufus  S.  Reed,  who  was  its  President,  u'ith  P.  S.  V.  Haniot  as  Cashier. 

In  JS35,  Hiram  L.  Bro^vn  purchased  of  Joshua  Beers  the  brick  block 
erected  in  IS27-‘2S,  and  in  the  spring  of  1S36  opened  the  Eagle  Elotel.  He 
carried  on  the  hotel  business  in  that  building  until  its  de.struction  by  lire 
April  1,  IS51.  Mr.  Brown  immediately  erected  a live-story  structure  on  the 
site  of  the  old  building.  This  house  was  kept  by  Mr.  Brown  until  his  death  in 
March,  IS53.  .It  was  long  called  Brown’s  Hotel,  but  since  coming  into  the 
possession  of  Col.  Ellsworth  has  been  knoum  as  the  Ellsworth  House.  The 
Colonel  sold  the  property  early  in  the  suiniuer  of  18S3,  since  which  time  it 
has  not  been  in  operation  as  a hotel. 

In  1832,  the  third  section  of  Erie,  both  in  and  ontlots,  was  donated  by  the 
commonwealth  to  the  borough,  divided  into  lifty  acre  lotsaud  sold  to  the  high- 
est bidder,  excepting  100  acres  located  in  the  southwest  corner  of  said  section, 
which  was  reserved  for  an  almshouse  farm.  The  money  obtained  from  this 
sale  had  to  be  used  in  bnilding  piers  and  wharves,  and  constructing  a canal 
basin  in  the  bay  of  Presque  Isle. 

The  borough  was  authorized,  in  1835,  to  borrow  850,000  for  the  piu’pose  of 
furnishing  a water  supply  for  the  town,  hut  the  project  was  never  carried  oat. 
In  18-11,  water  was  brought  from  a spring  a mile  or  two  distant,  through  V'ood- 
en  pipes,  each  consumer  to  pay  ST  rate  for  his  supply.  Those  were  the  tirst 
water  works  that  Erie  possessed,  and,  doubtless,  were  of  much  service  in  fur- 
nishing the  borough  with  good  water. 

In  1831,  the  borough  limits  were  extended  into  the  bay  1,300  feet,  and 
four  years  afterward  the  sale  of  one  row  of  water  lots  in  the  second  section  was 
autliorized,  to  pay  the  expense  of  grading  and  improving  the  streets  in  said 
section. 

The  year  1830  is  especially  noted  on  account  of  the  reckless  speculation 
that  pi’evailed  throughout  the  country.  Erie  was  no  exception  t(.i  the  rule, 
and  its  sales  of  real  esiate  during  the  month  of  February,  1830,  exceeded 
§1,000,000,  Eastern  capitalists  and  speculators  being  the  principal  purchasers. 
The  leading  cause  of  this  speculating  mania  at  Eilo,  and  the  sudden  rise  in 
the  prices  of  real  estate,  w’as  the  passage  of  the  Canal  and  Lhiited  States 
Bank  bills.  Values  at  once  leaped  upward,  and  in  one  week  of  March,  1S3G, 
the  sales  of  Erie  lots  amounted  to  over  §1,500,000.  A ]hece  of  ground, 
which  sold  in  February  for  §10,000,  was  repnrcliased  the  following  Alarch,  by 
a company  at  Buffalo,  for  850,000.  These  enormou.s  pwices  could  not  last 
long,  and  upon  the  failure  of  the  United  States  Bank,  in  18-10,  they  rajiidly 
declined  until  the  depression  in  real  estate' was  so  great  that  it  could  scarely 
be  dispjosed  of  at  any  price,  and  wa.s  actually  “a  drug  on  the  market.” 
The  local  newspapers  earnestly  encouraged  the  speculation  in  every  way,  and  a 
species  of  reckless  extravagance  seized  upon  all  classes,  only  to  be  dispelled 


. .sin::i  w . 


•^J"'J  ,^nias^fo/:  V.»  !),■''.'  ‘.i}j  no  tH-.hmml  b.-Tij' '■•i^rlj*^,-,}  .w  jKuit/Hir-’"r 

t...  .:  I«  ,at  .,,,„, A ,,c.o  ,,u 

..■..  t I vfrtrfftf'' W'rrri.'fb  1.'i  Vfoiy 

‘ '%  •'*  »*' ‘ 1o  riri 

^ fs/  - •■'««  >';'^  *0  :■  'itc^  .;.4jiff>ii4iQ«.  ovff  -jpiiif . «prf  y{«tri?ir-' 


.i;:i  y/hJ  {)  J|) 


,!?t 


f;  Pam-^UtvAiy  cpjjftn  Ct^di 
ai(il  Jtvartc  «f  ftv^,n'(£f  !o  iooJjj’e 


/v.;i 


ilh'ii 


:;'/  ■>-!i 

1..M.;.f»_  Y .< 


tin 


<0'.i-'''t  .'.Hi  ('■■ 


jrr..!  ww'i.]t  M'dt  ,x<::!ij,mi  ar 

if',!n-:  n‘i  ;.';  ,io}iV  ,{>.>-41  •“kUH  . 


._  ,;  •>•'-?*>>»  :>..l  tiijud  ..|(i;,U  tft  -‘■“•m.Stml  .t«7cd' ;$til  rifl 

• ‘ ..<^.0^  , /rv/;r,»:4j:w^d  fcsd  uJ-it.:7»;;fl.i  d<'-'Ti  V>  iioi?iiOBS!<i<t ' 

.latdw  aV  y^.vfy,q  ^ditn 

..,J  ..^-i  hflUmtb 'oiVH  .-  K’huc  ha.ix  IJ!  /■»; -a  to  X^n;' 


r «".♦  ■ .,  '.  - r.  <■  • . *’•  ’■•■*•  J-!'''  >''»«:  .'l/i’l;  ^tli  7 \ I Hi  ‘ 

[^6}Vf£j  ,ifj,rr..'Mxj  «)ja  f>)' 

b iv  o St  ‘ 1-'-!^.  " .A  haw- daidw 


.i'.'-Jrti 


-tm  siWf  )}u',blfXlii  tff  'Lo.i;  --  .;  oi  ts4  oUh 


!,  .,7,;  «.  ^(ki  f-  p/imf-a  inuit  ?i^«x^y^d■  hk  k,  ...)4' 
a'}  ':';•  <»:d  ...'  1§  yaqdW  '..uoracf  •, 

■•(X,,  fr<  V'u-n^x,  rf,wf«  ,0  ■>T:7.  .^hd^vb  duu.  to/..  Jjbw 


.1  ',0^! 


'*'-'^<*v/ fxjojj  I'flij/  d^xioxod 

■'j;  Wo-  »1oa  i)sll  • •aasT  inol 

nJt  ’Mifwvvp-Mr  fc.Mfs  5o  aaa-x/4'i'otfr  ;;:  I f .ksij'io.'ftofl 

t?  .noJJaea 


.Jiu  ^DHTO  OJltP-3  JC/l 

'.  ..  , ' '1'-  - '•AAtjdxjoaqa at((iiIujj<rA'>  yT»,;iy(^  . Mjy  f 

u..w..«j'f  i.ax5  ,<>rf4  ^a  Ana/n  fek'/'.'io  v^rrfl')  o4T 

'■’  - I .^v/',nkto  Ijdi  "o  Vj3:i<j  off* 

.7...  y;  o*  .aol  oi.jT  k ^ 

/-.  o!.t  l.o*JUtw/q.yj  -,.  v .<KK),0i$  lol  XTStpwle.l  oi  $|os' doWw 

. -^t  ioa  ^or;q  .HVomtom  ym'  m.d&i  'ioi  'MoB  dn  'viW<5-j»b»  « 
f £v,3i,iU  ed*  So  oudkiJ  sd*  uondfiaa  ^nof 

.. *>ifS  ao  •*’  vpWfou >-47/ Xut«  ,w:.'h«  '(o^i  jb  Jo  f>«)t<vrt»l& . «df. 


UHhq'.:A>tyj  (J  rjdp  .mki'M'j  ilfl  pw!-tr  i^ifm 

" '■  'd 


516 


IITSTOKY  OF  EUlC  COUNTY. 


when  the  victims  awoke  from  their  droam  to  hud,  in  many  case.s,  instead  of 
riches,  that  the  earnings  of  years  had  been  swe]:)t  away. 

lu  1S37,  Lieut.  S.  Brown,  of  tJio  United  States  Engineers,  made  a re- 
survey of  the  first  section,  by  authority  of  the  boroag'h,  and  established  the 
corners  of  the  street  crossings.  The  map-of  Erie.  prei)arod  at  the  time  by  A. 
G.  Steers,  from  Lieut.  Brown’s  surveys,  may  be  found  in  the  City  Engineer’s 
oflice.  It  siiows  the  passage  which  then  existed  through  the  west  end,  of  tlie 
peuiusula,  and  connecting  Lake  Erie  W'ith  the  Bay  of  Bre.sque  Isle,  also  many 
other  points  of  intero.st  relating  to  the.  plat  of  the  town  at  that  date. 

The  large  buildino-  on  State  street,  known  as  the  Cn.stom  House,  was  erect- 
ed, in  1837,  by  the  United  States  Bank,  for  a liranch  of  that  institution,  as 
also  the  re.sidenco  adjoining,  for  a cashier’s  home.  The  parent  bank  failed 
in  1840,  and  the  Erie  branch  rvent  down  with  it.  The  bank  building  was 
purchased  by  the  Government,  for  a custom  house,  in  1849,  for  the  su.m  of 
$29,000.  It  is  a line  brick  structure,  faced  with  marble,  containing  marble 
steps  and  columns,  its  architecture  being  of  the  Grecian  temple  order. 

At  a meeting  held  early  iji  1840,  it  was  resolved  to  plant  the  public 
square  wdth  tree.--.  B.  B.  Vincent,  Elisha  Babbit,  7V.  C.  -Lester  and  G.  Mc- 
Sparren,  were  aj>pointed  a committee  to  co-operate  with  the  town  authorities. 
The  project  was  carried  out,  and,  June  2,  1840,  a meeting  of  congratulation 
was  held  in  front  of  the  Eeed  House,  because  the  square  had  been  adorned 
and  beautified  by  the  planting  of  shade  trees,  which  to-day  are  one  of  the 
principal  ornaments  of  Erie.  The  square  had  been  previously  known  as  the 
“ Diamond,”  but  at  tliis  meeting  it  was  resolved  to  call  it  •LPerry  Square” 
in  honor  of  the  victor  of  Lake  Erie.  It  w'as  also  resolved  at  this  meetin,g  to 
erect  a monument  to  Commodore  Berry,  but  this  and  all  other  efforts  in  that 
direction  came  to  naught,  and  even  the  parks  do  not  bear  his  name,  so  soon, 
are  the  dead  forgotten. 

The  Erie  Extension  Canal  was  finished  to  the  bay  in  the  fall  of  1844,  and 
December  5,  the  E.  S.  Reed,  loaded  wdth  coal,  and  the  passenger  packet, 
Queen  of  the  V’est,  arrived,  amid  general  rejoicing,  on  a through  trip  from  the 
Ohio  Riivor.  The  canal  ceased  operations  in  1872,  and  has  since  bec-n  aban- 
doned. 

The  Erie  & Northeast  Fiailroad  w-as  the  pioneer  road  built  to  Erie,  its  first 
train  arriving  January  10,  1852.  It  snbsoqirently  became  a part  of  the  Lake 
Shore  & Michigan  Southern,  one  of  the  great  trunk  lines  of  the  United 
States. 

By  the  act  of  Ma.rch  10,  1848.  the  borough  limits  Avere  extended  so  as  to  em- 
brace the  territory  bounded  on  the  cast  by  Ash,  south  by  Eighteenth,  and  west 
by  Liberty  streets,  the  northern  bonndary  being  the  north  shore  of  tlie  peninsula, 
“ the  jurisdiction  of  the  corporate  authorities  being  extended  to  the  island  of 
iTesque  Isle.”  Erie  Avas  divided  into  the  East  and  7Test  V'ards  in  1840,  State 
street  being  the  dividing  line.  On  the  14th  of  April,  1851,  a city  charter  Avas 
granted,  and  a city  government  took  the  place  of  the  old  order  of  things.  In 
1S5S,  the  city  was  divided  into  fo-nr  Avards,  and  so  I'emained  for  twelA'c  years. 
Under  the  act  of  February  25,  1870.  another  extension  of  the  city'  limits  oc- 
curred, running  south  to  the  southern  lino  of  the  reserve  tracts,  AA'hicli  are 
about  1,900  feet  south  of  TAveuty-sixth  street;  east,  1,770  feet  east  of  East 
avenue;  and  Avest  to  Cranberry  street.  Two  more  Avards  Avero  erected  at  that 
time,  and,  since  then,  no  change  has  taken  place  in  the  corporate  limits  of  the 
city. 

The  official  census  of  1820,  the  first  one  taken  separate  from  the  toAvnship 
of  Mill  Creek,  gave  Erie  035  inha'oitauts.  Since  that  time  its  growth  has  been 
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as  follows:  1S30,  1,3-20 ; lS-10,  3,412;  iSoO,  5,858  ; ISGO.  0.419  ; ISTO, 

19.510  ; ISSO,  2oT57;  and  at  iho  present  it  conlaius  an  estimated  population 
of  35,000. 

The  following  items  may  be  of  interest  as  matters  of  history,  showing  price 
of  wood,  stone  and  brick  at  certain  dates:  On  the  24th  of  September,  1835, 

the  County  Commissioners  contracted  for  one  hundred  cords  of  “ good,  dry, 
haul  wood.-’  a1  Si.l2  v per  cord.  Subsoepuent  contracts  were  made  as  follows: 
SI. 50  per  cord  in  1837;  SI- 45  in  1S41;  $1.25  in  the  fall  of  1841;  $1.0(34  in  the 
Till  of  1842. 

A contract  was  made  by  the  County  Commissioners  on  the  27th  of  October, 
1829,  for  twenty  to  eighty  cords  of  stone  at  $5  per  cord. 

David  Kennedy,  on  the  date  last  mentioned,  offered  to  furnish  one  hundred 
thousand  brick  for  the  proposed  new  jail  at  $3.25  per  thousand.  This  offer  was 
thought  to  be  too  higli  and  was  not  accepted.  Tire  brick  for  the  court  house 
were  furnished,  in  1852,  by  Daniel  Youngs,  at  $3,874  per  thousand. 


OnAPTEH  11.^ 

CrEXEUAL  T)E.SCi:il‘T10X  AXO  PUOGI’.E.SS. 

The  city  of  Erie  is  located  on  a gentle  slope  extending  soutli  about  two 
miles  and  a half  from  the  bay  of  Presque  Isle.  The  elevations  of  tlio 
bank  along  the  bay  front,  beginning  at  Parade  street  and  running  west  on 
Second,  areas  follows:  Parade  street,  19  feet;  German,  58  feet;  Holland,  59 

feet;  French.  58  feet:  State,  56  feet;  Peach,  59  feet;  Sassafras,  63  feet;  Myrtle, 
63  feet;  Chestnut,  67  feet;  Yfalnut,  70  feet;  Cherry,  50  feet;  Poplar,  61  feet; 
and  Liberty,  70  feet.  Beginning  at  Second  street  ;md  running  south  on  State, 
the  following  elevations  are  given  on  the  map  in  the  water  office:  Second 

street,  56  feet;  Third.  65  feet;  Fourth,  71  feet;  Fifth,  75  feet;  Si.xth.  77  feet; 
Seventh,  82  feet;  Eighth,  85  feet;  Ninth,  SS  feet;  Tenth,  90  feet;  Eleventh, 
93  feet;  Twelfth,  95  feet.  The  valley  of  Mill  Creek  now  coming  in  on  State, 
we  will  cross  over  to  Peach  street,  where  Thirteenth  street  has  an  elevation 
above  the  bay  of  10<'  feet;  Fourteenth,  104  feet;  Sixteenth,  120  feet;  Eio-hteerith. 
126  feet:  Twenty- first,  144  feet;  Twenty-second,  157  feet;  and  Twenty-fif tli, 
194  feet,  while  the  bottom  of  the  reservoir  on  Twenty-sixth  street  is  210  feet 
above  the  surface  of  Frt'sque  Isle  Bay. 

The  town  site  was  originally  covered  with  a dense  growth  of  tlrab.er,  and 
divided  into  water-sheds  by  the  following  streams:  Garrison  Bun,  iUili  Creek, 
Lee’s  Run,  Little  and  Big  Cascade  Runs,  audlehabod  Run,  along  each  of  which 
deep  ravines  extended,  affording  first  class  facilities  for  drainage.  All  of  these 
streams  emptied  into  the  bay  except  Ichabod  Run,  which  wms  a tributary  of 
Mill  Creek,  and  once  furnished  motive  power  for  a brewery,  distillery  and 
woolen  factory.  In  the  improvement  of  the  city,  it  was  taken  into  tlie  sewer  on 
Seventeenth  street,  and  is  now  out  of  sight.  The  sewer  on  Sassafras  street  took 
in  the  head-waters  of  Lee’s  Run,  the  main  body  of  the  stream  having  disap- 
peared with  the  building  of  the  canal.  An  immense  ravine  ran  across  the  parA 
in  first  section,  from  their  southwest  corner  to  the  Ellsworth  House,  traces  of 
which  can  be  seen  at  Second  and  other  streets.  People  passed  from  one  side 
of  the  town  to  the  other  by  going  into  the  ravine  and  crossing  a foot  bridge 
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tluit  spanned  a stream  of  water  wbicli  ran  down  to  the  bay.  This  ravine  was 
gradually  tilled  up  with  the  growth  of  the  town,  and  the  court  house  was  built 
over  it  whore  it  crossed  the  YVo.st  Park. 

Erie,  originally,  was  nearly  all  at  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek,  and  travelers 
entered  it  by  Parade  and  East  Si.vth  streets,  the  latter  intersecting  the  lake 
road  near  the  eastern  limits  of  the  town.  Prom  Mill  Creek,  Erie  gradually 
extended  up  Second.  Third,  Eourth,  Fifth  and  Sixth  streets  to  French.  On 
the  20th  of  idarch,  1805,  the  Goueral  A.ssembly  passed  an  act  erecting  the 
first  section  into  a borough,  and  the  little  settlement  was  now  on  a fair  road 
to  prosperity.  In  180S,  William  Davidson  was  paid  §42  for  clearing  the  tim- 
ber off  the  public  scjuare,  whiclj  at  a subsequent  day  the  Town  Council  saw  was 
an  error,  and  again  planted  in  trees.  The  growth  of  Erie  reached  State  street 
in  a few  years,  for  we  find  Robert  Brown  erecting  a stone  hotel  on  the  south- 
west corner  of  State  and  South  Park  Row',  the  site  of  the  Dime  Savings  Bank, 
in  ISII;  and  there  were  also  thinly  .scattered  setUemeuts  which  in  after  years 
adopted  local  names,  such  as  Clonghsburg,  Stumptown,  New  Jerusalem,  King- 
town,  Federal  Hill,  Marvintowu  and  South  Erie. 

Clonghsburg  was  named  after  Rufus  Clough,  a blacksmitli,- who  located  on 
the  sonthw'ect  corner  of  Sixth  and  Parade  streets,  opened  a blacksmith  shop 
and  subsequently  a grocery.  44ie  neighborhood,  embracing  from  the  creek  to 
Parade  street  and  immediate  vicinity,  was  a lively  place  sixty  years  ago.  The 
house  of  Charles  M.  Lynch,  w'as  the  residence  of  .Vlaj.  Clough  during  the 
latter  part  of  his  career. 

Stujiiptown  grew  up  during  the  war  of  1812,  when  troops  were  callel  to 
Erie  in  the  extreme  cold  weather  of  J anuary,  1814.  A.  large  number  of  cabins 
were  built  by  them  for  quarteiss,  extending  from  l^each  street  to  the  gully  of 
Lee’s  Run,  and  that  ptart  of  Erie  was  known,  as  late  as  1825,  by  the  name  of 
Stumptown. 

New  Jerusalem  ^Yas  christened  by  William  Himrod,  w’ho  in  1828-29  bought 
a large  number  of  lots  west  of  Sassafras  and  north  of  Sixth  street.  At  that 
time,  there  were  lint  two  families  living  west  of  Lee’s  Run  north  of  Sixth 
street,  excep>ting  down  upon  the  bank  of  the  bay,  where  there  were  a few  scat- 
tering hou.ses.  Mr.  Himrod,  who  resided  on  the  northwest  corner  of  French 
and  Second  streets,  seems  to  have  been  a Bible  student,  as  he  called  his  own 
homo  Jericho,”  because  as  lie  said  it  was  on  the  side  of  a hill,  and  upon  lay- 
ing off  his  new  pmrehase  named  it  “ New  Jerusalem.”  It  has  been  claimed 
that  it  was  so  named  from  the  fact  that  many  of  the  purchasers  of  lots  were 
Jews,  while  Mirs.  Gallagher  says  “the  name  of  New  Jerusalem  was  given  to 
it  because  it  was  so  hard  to  get  to.”  However,  every  purchaser  had  to  build 
and  occupy  a house  in  New  Jeru.salem  as  one- of  the  conditions  oi  sale,  there- 
fore the  addition  soon  became  u bustling  place,  but  with  the  cour.se  of  time  as 
the  town  spiread  out,  these  local,  names  gradually  went  out  of  use. 

Kingtowui  W'as  laid  out  by  Alfred  King,  on  some  outlets  owned  by  him  a 
little  southeast  of  “ Garrison  Ground,”  a spot  around  which  clusters  many  of 
the  earliest  historical  events  of  Northwestern  Pennsylvania. 

Federal  Hill  is  the  summit  of  the  hill  in  South  Erie,  a name  given  to  it  by 
George  Moore,  on  account  of  the  large  number  of  “ Federals  ” W'ho  resided 
there.  It  was  (juite  a settlement  as  early  as  the  vrar  of  1812,  and  there  were 
several  public  houses  and  stores  located  at  that  point.  One  of  the  hotels  was 
the  ‘‘American  Eagle,”  from  which  it  also  came  to  be  know'n  as  Eagle  Yillao-e. 

O’  o o 

The  village  was  a great  stopphug  place  for  travelers,  being  the  terminus  of  the 
M'aterford  pike  and  Ridge  road.  It  was  long  the  voting  place  of  Mill  Creek 
Township,  and  fifty  years  ago  a mile  of  woods  lay  between  there  and  Erie. 
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Among  those  who  resided  on  “.Federal  Hill  ” were  George  Moore,  Capt.  John 
Justice,  Ira  Glazier,  Dr.  P.  Ftaulkner,  John  Sweeney.  Simeon  Dimn,  Dr.  Piara 
Thayer  and  other  well-known  citizens. 

M’arsnntuwii  was  the  home  of  Elisha  Marvin,  who  lived  at  the  “ Sennelt 
place,’’  near  the  junction  of  Parade  street  and  the  Wattsburg  road,  had  splen- 
did grounds,  aud  owned  most  of  the  laud  around.  Being  the  intersection  of 
two  roads,  a small  village  sprang  into  esi.stence,  and  in  1S52-53  Mr.  fdarvin 
employed  Sarnnel  Low  to  lay  out  the  hind  in  lots.  Tiie  lots  were  sold  princi- 
pally to  Germans,  and  tiually  Mr.  Marvin  disposed  of  his  home  to  Mr.  Sermett. 

South  Erie  grew  up  in  consequence  of  the  building  of  the  Lake  Shore 
Eailroad,  which  was  tini.shed  to  Erie  January  10,  1S52,  and  then  called  the 
Erie  A Northeast  Railroad,  but  subsequently  became  a part  of  the  Lake 
Shore  & Michigan  Southern  line.  Much  of  it  ivas  owned  by  Maj.  David  Mc- 
Nair, who  lived  close  to  his  brewery  on  Turnjiiko  street.  He  erected  the  latter 
in  .1815,  added  a distillery  in  1823,  aud  a grist  mill  in  1S27.  South  Eide  was 
incorporated  as  a borough  in  1800,  and  became  a part  of  Erie  by  the  extension 
of  the  latter  in  1870.  The  interests  of  all  these  local  points  ivere  identical 
wdth  those  of  Erie,  and  they  were,  we  might  say.  suburban  vilhiges  of  the  lat- 
ter during  its  ditl'erent  periods  of  growth,  to  be  absorbed  and  lost  sight  of 
with  tlie  extension  of  the  city  limits. 

Few  cities  of  the  West  can  compare  with  Erie  in  its  numerous  attractions, 
and  around  none  center  a deeper  historic  interest.  It  is  nearly  three  miles 
from  east  to  west,  and  two  from  north  to  south,  containing  thirty  streets  each 
way,  or  150  miles  of  city  highways.  All  streets  running  north  and  south  are 
the  property  of  the  State,  and  no  person  can  ever  gaiii  an  ownership  in  them; 
also  all  east  and  west  streets  south  to  Twelfth;  but  tliose  between  Twelfth  aud 
Twenty-sixth  streets,  running  east  and  west,  were  taken  from  the  outlets  as 
originally  laid  out.  East  avenue  aud  Twenty-six-th  street  were  formed  from 
the  gores  resulting  from  lack  of  agreement  in  subsequent  surveys,  growing  out 
of  a change  in  the  variation  of  the  needle.  Tlie  twelve  outlets  between  Twen- 
ty-sixth and  Tweuty-eighlh  streets,  and  Parade  aud  E-a=t  avenue,  were  laid  out 
by  Col.  Thomas  Forster,  without  authority,  but  his  survey  was  afterward  legal- 
ized by  the  State  Legislature.  Railroad  street,  on  the  west  side  of  the  cattle 
yards  of  the  Philadelphia  A Erie  Railroad,  running  southeast  to  the  city  limits 
from  East  avenue  on  the  west  side  of  said  railroad  land,  was  granted  to  the 
city,  on  account  of  the  raib’oad  company  being  exempted  from  liability  of 
their  lands  being  crossed  by  east  and  west  streets  south  of  the  Buffalo  road. 
State,  Parade,  Sixth,  Tenth  and  Twelfth  streets  are  100  feet  in  width,  and  the 
balance  principally  sixty,  thong’h  some  rnn  under,  and  portions  of  others  over 
that  tigure. 

Twenty  years  ago,  a great- sh. are  of  the  business  was  done  around  the  parks. 
The  Reed  House.  Brown’s  Hotel.  American  House  and  Park  House,  as  well  as 
the  largest  stores,  were  there,  but  with  the  passing  years  the  business  center 
has  gradually  moved  south  on  State  street,  which  is  now  considered  the  most 
valuable  portion  of  Erie,  and  the  principal  thoroughfare  of  the  city.  It  is  sub- 
stantially paved,  and  lined  on  either  side  with  tine  business  blocks,  some  of 
which  would  do  credit  to  a city  of  metropolitan  pretensions.  Besides  State 
street,  which  is  paved  fi’om  Front  to  Turnpike,  the  following  parts  of  the  sev- 
eral streets,  here  named  have  pavements;  Peach,  from  Second  to  Twenty-sixth; 
Frencli,  from  Front  to  Tenth;  Parade,  from  Sixth  to  Eighteenth;  Turnpike, 
from  State  to  Peach;  North  and  South  Park  Rows;  Fourth,  from  State  to  Sas- 
safras; Fifth,  from  State  to  French;  Sixth,  from  the  park  east  to  Parade  with 
stone,  and  west  to  dValnut  with  asphalt;  Ninth,  from  French  to  Peach  with 
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stonp,  and  from  Peacli  to  Chestnut,  v.'itlr  asp'uait;  Eleventh,  from  State  to  Pa- 
rade; and  Twelfth,  from  FJtato  to  Peach.  Streets  runuing  east  and  west  are 
numbered  from  St.ife.  with  all  odd  numbers  on  the  south  side  of  the  street, 
■while  tliose  running  north  and  south  are  numbered  from  Eront,  with  the  odd 
numbers  on  the  oast  side  of  the  street.  Between  (O'ory  street  there  are  lOU 
nnmbers,  so  that  a stranger  will  have  no  difficulty  in  linding  the  location  of 
any  given  number  iji  Erie. 

Visitors  coming  to  the  city  for  the  lirst  time  are  impre.ssed  by  the  activity 
in  every  department  of  business.  After  reaching  the  tine  Union  Depot,  located 
on  Peach  street.  betv.-ecn  Eourteenth  and  Eifteenth,  the  business  portion  of 
Erie  branche.s  out  toward  the  north  and  south,  extending  from  Twenty-sixth 
street  to  the  bay,  and  ])ro3enting  a very  substantial  appearance.  Where  State 
street  intersects  Park  Piow  are  two  haudsomo  pul.)lic  jiavks,  extending  east,  and 
west  to  French  and  Peach  streets,  and  from  NTorth  to  South  Park  Bow,  afford- 
ing a delightful  promenade  and  resting-\)lace  daring  the  summer  months. 
These  parks  are  cut  into  artistic  designs  by  asphalt  walks,  terminating  at  a 
beautiful  fountain  in  the  center  of  each.  These  fountains  wero  made  in 
Philadelphia,  and  erected  in  1&6S  at  a total  cost  of  S3,28'7.9S. 

In  the  Vest  I’ro'k  and  facing  State  street,  is  the  IMonument,  erected 
“ In  memory  of  the  soldiers  and  sailors  from  Erie  Ccunty  who  gave  their  lives 
to  save  the  Union.”  The  bro'uze  group  consists  of  a .soldier  and  sailor,  stand- 
ing side  by  side,  mutually  supporting  the  National  flag,  which  hangs  in  grace- 
ful folds  between  tlrem,  the  foot  of  the  staff  resting  upon  the  ground,  the  right 
hand  of  the  soldier  grasping  it,  while  his  left  is  holding  his  riile  en  traile. 
The  sailor  stands  with  his  left  foot  upon  a coil  of  rope,  his  right  hand  grasping 
the  pommel  of  his  sword,  the  point  of  which  is  placed  upon  the  ground,  while 
bis  left  hand  carelessly  rests  upon  the  right,  the  scene  representing  the  mutual 
relation  of  these  forces  in  sustaining  the  one  flag.  This  group  stands  upon  a 
granite  pedestal,  eight  feet  square  by  twelve  feet  high,  from  the  marble  works 
of  Hullowell,  Ve.,  while  the  statuary  was  executed  by  the  xAines  Comjiany,  of 
Chicopee,  IMass.,  after  a design  by  Ball.  The  work  was  completed  in  the  fall 
of  1S72,  and  cost  about  slO.OOO.  On  the  west  side  of  the  pedestal  is  inscribed 
the  following  memorable  quotation  fi’om  Lincoln’s  speech  at  Gettysburg;  “ W'e 
here  highly  resolve  that  these  dead  shall  not  have  dio<l  in  vain;  that  this  na- 
tion, under  God,  shall  have  a new  lurth  of  freedom;  and  that  the  government 
of  the  people,  by  the  people,  and  for  the  }ieople,  shall  not  perish  from  the. 
earth.”  Immediately  south  of  the  monument  is  a handsome  drinking  fount- 
ain, presented  to  the  city  in  ISSB  by  George  D.  Selden,  while  across  State 
street,  in  the  East  Bark,  stands  a neat  band  pagoda,  and  as  a whole  Lhoso  parks 
add  much  to  the  beauty  of  Erie. 

The  portion  reniov'.d  from  the  business  centers  of  ihe  city  contains  mariy 
handsome  private  re.-idences,  with  beautiful  grounds  surrounding  ibem.  Afost 
of  the  streets  are  wcdl  shaded  by  forest  trees,  and  laid  out  iu  boulevards,  the 
well-kept  gras.sy  plats  stretching  along  either  side  of  the  street,  together  with 
wide,  substantially  paved  sidewalks,  renders  Erie  a very  desirable  place  of 
residence. 

Among  the  many  tine  buildings  in  the  city,  public  and  private,  may  be 
mentioned  the  Court  House  and  Jail,  the  Union  I)epot,  the  Alarine  Hosy)ital, 
the  Custom  House,  St.  Joseph’s  Orphan  .Asylum.  St.  Vincent’s  Hospital,  Home 
for  the  Friendless,  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  First  Alethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  Park  Presbyterian  Church,  Bt.  Paul's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
St.  Alary’s  Catholic  Church  and  Benedictine  Academy,  and  St.  Peter’s  Catholio 
Cathedral,  -which  has  been  in  process  of  erection  for  several  years,  and  when 
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oomploteLl  Y\  i 11  bo  an  edilice  second  to  none  in  this  portion  of  Pennsylvania. 
Those  of  a private  character  principally  noteworthy  are  the  Reed  House,  Scott's 
.Plock,  .Povruino-  Block,  Par!:  Opera  House,  Ellsworth  Hon.se,  Dime  Bank  build- 
ing, Xoble  Block,  Rosenzweig's  block.  Jarecki  Block,  Becker  Block,  AVallhej  ’s 
Block  H'ay.s  Block,  and  numerous  others,  v.hich  all  contrilmte  largely  to  the 
architecture  of  the  city.  The  public  schools  and  extensive  maunfactu.ring  es- 
tabii.shments  scattered  throughout  Erie  inight  also  be  iuontioned  in  this  con- 
nection, but.  as  the  churches,  schools,  charitable  institutions,  county  buildings 
and  loading  manufactories  ai’e  fully  written  up  under  their  re.spective  heads, 
either  in  the  county  or  city  history,  we  refer  the  reader  to  those  separate  arti- 
cles for  the  history  of  their  beginning,  growth  and  present  prosperity. 

The  city  is  supplied  with  good  newspapers,  many  of  which  have  attained 
large  circulation,  and  are  reo.agnized  as  strong  factors  in  molding  public 
opinion.  They  are  as  follows; 

Erie  Gazefte,  weekly  and  Sunday  morning.  "Weekly  established  by'  Joseph 
M.  Steirett  in  1S20.  Sunday  established  1875,  Ropubiican,  dV.  G.  McKean, 
publi.sher. 

Erie  Obt<erver.  daily  and  weekly,  R.  B.  Brown  editor  and  proprietor. 
.Democratic,  dVeeldy  established  by  T.  B.  Barnuni,  1830.  The  Evening  Ob- 
server was  started  by  olr.  Brown  October  15,  ISSI. 

Erie  daily  and  oveekly  Dispatch,  J.  R.  "Willard  k Co. , proprietors.  Repub- 
lican. . Established  as  weekly  at  dVaterford,  1851;  removed  to  Erie  in  1S56; 
the  daily  was  first  issued  at  Erie,  1801,  but  it  lasted  only  a brief  period.  In 
lSO-1,  it  was  again  started  and  has  since  been  i.'^sned  regularly. 

Lake  Shore  Visitor,  Catholic  weekly,  Rev.  Thomas  A.  Casey,  editor.  Es- 
tablished 1872. 

Erie  Advertiser,  weekly.  John  M.  Glazier,  editor  and  proprietor;  independ- 
ent. Established  A-pn-il  1,  1S76. 

Erie  Ece)iivg  Herahl  and  Dollar  Weekly.  Herald  Printing  and  Publish- 
ing Company,  proprietors.  .Democratic,  Established  July,  lS78. 

Erie  Sunday  Grapniic,  Jacol)  Bender,  editor  and  proprietor;  independent. 
Established  in  May,  1S80. 

The  Star  of  Liberty  is  a monthly,  established  by  H.  R.  Storrs,  editor  and 
proprietor,  April  1,  1SS2. 

Zuschaner.  weekly,  German,  F.  G.  Goronflo.  editor  and  proprietor;  Repub- 
lican. Established  1852. 

Leuchttharm,  daily  and  weekly,  German,  Otto  Luedicke,  proprietor;  inde- 
pendent. "Weekly  established' in  1860;  daily,  October  5,  1875. 

Jornal  de  Noticia.s.  weekly,  Portngue.se,  A.  M.  Vincent,  editor;  independent. 
Established  October  27,  1877.  . 

The  Sonntagsgast.  Sunday.  German;  established  .May  15,  1881,  by  Frank 
Weiss  & Co. ; independent. 

The  excellent  situation  of  Erie  is  a subject  of  remark,  and.  the  general 
health  is  much  above  cities  of  similar  population.  The  sowei’ago  of  the  city 
has  received  considerable  attention  since  1808,  and  much  intelligence  and  money 
have  been  directed  toward  its  perfection.  The  public  .sowers  take  up  about 
twenty  miles  of  pipe.  New  improvements  are  being  constantly  made,  and  the 
city’s  sanitary  condition  is  ably  looked  after  by  Dr.  E.  "W.  Germer,  its  present 
etlicieut  health  oflicer.  Nuisances  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  people  are 
promptly  dealt  with  and  soon  become  a thing  of  the  past. 

The  city  is  lighted  by -125  gas  lamps,  the  luminous  power  of  each  being  de- 
scribed as  nineteen  candle  power,  from  which  wo  can  safely  infer  that  Erie 
po.ssessos  well-lighted  streets,  and  that  she  is  fairly  abreast  with  the  progres- 
sive spirit  of  the  ago. 
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4'hronglioiit  tlie  city  are  distrilmtecl  2lo  tiro  hydrants,  and  forty- three  miles 
of  vater  mains.  In  connection  -ss-ith  tliis  we  miglit  hero  state,  that  Erie  is 
fnmi‘hed  with  a fii-'t  class  tiro  depart  mont,  which,  together  with  its  iuconijiara- 
ble  water  sup}d\,  insures  eliiciout,  service  lu  saving  property  and  tlgliting  that 
tierv  element  of  desirnction,  that  has  proven  such  a terror  in  so  many  poorly 
protocted  cities. 

HOTELS  Ar:n  rcBUC  halt.s. 

'While  there  are  a geeat  many  hotels  in  the  city,  tliey  ditTer  widely  in  the 
character  of  their  accommodations,  but  for  the  classes  to  whicli  they  cater  jirob- 
ably  no  city  is  better  supplied.  For  the  benelit  of  the  commercial  class,  wo 
enumerate  the  following  as  among  those  calculated  to  1,'est  satisfy  the  general 
public  demands:  Itee'l  House,  LiobLd  House.  Moore’s  Hotel.  A'.dlcox  House 
Vnion  De})Ot  Hotel  and  Morton  Honse.  The  Ma.ssassauga  Hotel,  which  was 
built  bv  Hon.  AV.  L.  Scott,  some  four  years  ago.  at  the  western  end  of  the  bay 
of  Presque  Isle,  kirown  as  The  Head,”  was  destroyed  by  lire  December  1, 
ISS2.  The  original  cost  of  the  hotel  with  its  adjoining  buildings  was  about 
SK.l.OOO,  and  it  was  becoming  a very  popular  resort  for  summer  guests  from  all 
soclinns  of  the  coirntry.  This  may  also  be  said  of  the  Reed  House,  which  has 
been  elegantly  refitted  throughout,  and  offers  every  aitraccioa  to  the  traveling 
public  tliat  may  be  found  in  any  llrst-clfiss  hotel. 

The  public  halls  of  the  city  are  numerous  and  well  adapted  for  all  public 
gatherings.  The  ])ruminent  ones  are  the  Park  Opera  House,  a building  which 
for  stage  convenience,  sealing  capacity,  acoustic  arraugeinent  and  general  in- 
ternal decoration  will  favorably  comj)are  with  those  of  most  cities  of  similar 
size  in  the  country;  Jarecki’s  Flail,  Decker’s  Hall,  Odd  Fellows  Hall,  Presque 
Isle  Hall,  Zuck's  Hall,  Metcalf’s  Flail,  Masonic  Hall,  Grand  A,rmy  of  the  Re- 
public Hall,  and  several  others  of  lesser  note  or  of  a more  private  character. 


rLEASUr.E  KESORTS. 

The  fact  that  one  of  Perry ’ s vessels,  the  Xiagara,  lies  sunk  i n Misery  Bay,  makes 
it  an  interesting  resort  for  residents,  as  well  as  tourists,  and  in  summer  many 
avail  themselves  of  the  steam  yachts,  Massassauga  and  Lena  Knobloch  to  visit 
it.  These  yachts  are  largely  patronized,  on  their  trips  to  The  Head,”  and 
are  often  in  demand  by  parties  wishing  to  visit  the  fishing  groitnds,  Long 
Point.  Port  Dover,  Canada  and  other  points  of  interest.  The  Emma  Ak  Sut- 
ton and  J.  H.  AVelch,  smaller  yachts  than  those  mentioned,  are  in  constant  use 
on  the  bav,  which  in  the. summer  season  is  a delightful  resort;  while  dozens  of 
sail  and  row-boals  are  continually  gliding  over  its  waters  with  pleasure  seek- 
ers. The  Massassaiu’.a  is  said  to  be  oue  of  the  fastest  yachts  on  the  lake,  and 
carries  with  safety  2l-.r)  pa.ssenge.rs.  The  captains  of  these  boats  are  .skillful  sea- 
men, and  use  every  care  in  the  safe  transportation  of  their  patrons.  The  en- 
joyment of  these  excursions  upon  tlie  bay  and  lake  can  bo  equaled  only  at  the 
sea  coast.  The  “Dig  Bend,”  on  the  peninsula,  is  oue  of  the  well-knowm 
pleasiire  resorts,  as  are  also  Cochran’s  Grove  in  the  southern  precincts  of  the 
city,  and  AA'agner’s  Grove  still  farther  south.  There  are,  doubtless,  other 
points  used  as  the  occasion  requires,  but  those  mentioned  are  the  ones  best 
known  and  patronized. 

The  climate  is  notably  healthy,  and  in  summer  cool  and  delightful,  the 
land  and  lake  breezes  alternating  every  day  with  the  regularity  of  sea  breezes 
on  the  coast.  The  bathing  facilities,  both  in  the  bay  and  lake,  are  fine  and 
greatly  enjoyed,  many  preferring  the  fresh  to  salt  w'ater.  The  facilities  oti'ered 
for  walks  and  drives  about  tlie  city  are  numej'ous,  and  those  who  prefer  land 
trips  can  avail  themselves  of  the  drive  to  “ The  Head,”  enjoying  Ihe  lake 
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breoze  from  tlie  shade  of  the  original  groves  at  “ Massassanga  Point,”  which 
at  night  are  brilliantly  illuminatod  by  natural  gas.  't’he  drives  throughout  the 
soutliern  boundary,  overlooking  the  city,  harbor  and  lake,  offer  special  attrac- 
iioms  to  th(!  pleasure  seeker. 

RAILROADS  AM)  SlIlPl'ING  FACILITIES. 

Centering  hero  arc  the  Lake  Shore  & Michigan  Southern,  a great  East  and 
"West  trunk  line;  the  Philadelphia  & Erie,  communicating  with  the  lumlrev,  oil 
and  coal  lields  of  the  State,  and  the  short  line  to  tide  water;  the  Erie  & Pitts- 
burgh, running  between  the  two  jroints  fronr  which  its  name  is  derived,  and 
the  Mew  Lork,  Chicago  & St.  Louis,  a new  trunk  line,  which  has  proven  of 
frreat  benefit  to  this  section.  'Much  feeling  has  been  indulged  in  concernino' 
the  railroad  interests  of  this  city,  ever  since  the  tir.st  rail  was  laid  within  its 
limits,  but  aside  from  all  disagreement,  stands  the  fact  of  Erie’s  existence,  as 
a great  manufacturing  point,  her  natural  a.dvautages,  and  the  circumstance  of 
her  lying  between  two  large  and  densely  ptipirlated  sections,  both  consumers  of 
the  products  of  her  manufactories,  has  led  to  continued  progress  in  tire  face  of 
all  arbitration  against  her  intere.sts.  So  long  as  the  enterprise  and  ingenuity 
of  tier  people  plan,  and  their  cairital  executes;  so  long  as  the  community  fosters 
industry  and  (brifr,  so  long  will  Erie  continue  to  progi'ess. 

The  city  is  well  supplied  with  wharfage,  while  the  Philadelphia  & Erie, 
and  the  Erie  & Pittsburglr  Railroads  have  branches  ruuniug  to  the  waterfront, 
and  extensive  docks,  making  the  trans-shipment  of  freights  from  vessels  to  the 
cars,  or  vice  versa,  easy  and  convenient,  W.  L.  Scott  & Co.  also  have  largo 
docks  on  the  bay  front.  TYith  these  advantages,  the  shi])ping  facilities  of  the 
city  by  water  and  rail  are  unsurpassed,  and  that  they  are  availed  of  is  attested 
by  the  large  quantities  of  coal,  iron,  iron  ore,  lumber  and  miscellaneous  freights 
which  are  yearly  handled. 

The  “Erie  Western  Transportation  Company,”  bettor  known  as  the 
'L4.nchor  Line,”  handle  large  quantities  of  grain,  and  the  general  railroad 
business  to  and  from  the  lake  is  enormous.  The  Tramsportation  Company 
commenced  business  in  1S6S,  the  nucleus  being  one  small  elevator,  built  at 
Erie  by  Messrs.  Noble,  Brown,  McCarter  Sc  Shannon,  and  from  that  modest 
beginning  it  has  grown  to  its  present  magnificent  proportions.  At  this  port 
the  company  own  about  forty  acres  of  the  iinevt  dock  property  on  the  lakes, 
upon  which  it  has  two  spacious,  tir.st-class  elevators,  with  a combined  capacity 
of  625.000  bushels;  two  large  freight  warehouses  of  sufficient  capacity  to  store 
3,000  tons  of  merchandise,  together  with  all  the  necessary  tracks  and  other  ap- 
pliances for  handling  freight  rapidly  and  cheaply.  The  “Anchor”  tleet  con- 
sists of  seventeen  propellers,  one  tug,  and  three  schooner.s,  viz. : the  Clarion, 
Lehigh,  Philadelphia,  Alaska,  India,  China  and  -Japan  (all  iron);  the  Juniata, 
Delaw’are,  Conestoga.  Lycoming,  Conemaugh,  Wissahickon,  Gordon  Camp- 
bell, Annie  AYung,  Winslow,  and  Arizona  (wood);  the  iVllegheny,  Annie  Sher- 
wood, and  Schuylkill  (schooner.s);  and  the  tug  Erie,  a total  tonnage  of  29,780 
tons.  During  the  season  of  navigation  these  vessels,  both  passenger  and 
freight,  leave  the  “Anchor  Line”  docks  at  the  foot  of  Holland  street,  on  their 
regular  trips  to  Buffalo,  Cleveland,  Detroit,  Chicago,  Atihvaukee,  and  all  Lake 
Superior  ports.  The  effect  of  these  facilities  upon  the  city’s  future  prosperity 
cannot  be  too  highly  considered,  and  must  be  the  means  of  attracting  capital 
for  manufacturing  purposes. 

RAY,  HARBOR  AND  RENINSUEA. 

The  bay  of  Presque  Ir.le  is  abovit  four  and  a half  miles  long  by  one  and 
a half  miles  wide,  with  an  average  depth  of  more  than  twenty-two  feet  over 
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the  greater  portion  of  it,  aurl  no  sl)oal  within  the  deep  area  to  obstruct  navi- 
gation. It  is  entirely  land-locked,  protected  from  the  lieaviest  gales,  and  has 
the  best  character  of  botloin  for  anchorage.  It  is  formed  by  the  peninsula  of 
I’ro.sque  Isle,  a sanddrar,  from  a few  rods  to  a mile  in  width,  which  juts  out 
from  the  main  shore  of  Lake  Erie  at  Massassauga  Point,  some  four  miles  west 
of  the.  city,  runs  two  miles  into  the  lake  and  makes  an  abru]d<  tarn  to  the  east, 
sweeping-  down  the  lake  to  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  a point  opposite  the  east- 
ern boundary  of  E)'ie.  As  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the  harbor  depend  uiion 
the  maintenance  of  this  ]mnin3ula,  much  money  lias  been  expended  by  the  Gov- 
ernuierd  in  closing  breaches  and  protecting  it  from  heavy  seas.  An  erroneous 
impression  exists  that  the  ])eninsula  is  the  ^'’I'operfcy  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  it  devolves  upon  the  Government  to  protect  it  so  that  it  shall  not  be  cut 
av,-ay  by  the  sea.  Such  is  not  the  case;  the  United  States  has  never  accepted 
the  gifi.  and  the  only  object  in  constructing  the  works  of  protection  is  to  pre- 
vent a breach  which  might  endanger  the  harbor  of  Erie.  No  one  has  a right 
to  live  on  it,  however,  save  the  keepers  of  the  two  light-houses  and  the  crew 
of  the  life-saving  station.  It  is  covered  with  a dense  growth  of  timber, 
shrubs  and  vines,  which  are  not  allowed  to  be  cut  down,  and  is'  pieuetrated  in 
every  direction  by  chains  of  small  laltes  or  ]:>ouds  connected  with  the  bay  by 
chanuels  usually  navigable  for  small  boats.  The  poaiusula  is  one  of  the  tinost 
spots  around  Erie  for  piicnics,  pleasure  excurions  and  camping-parties,  and 
affords  admirable  s]oort  for  gunners  and  lishermeu.  Wild  fowl  and  tish  abound 
both  in  the  bay,  in  the  peninsula  ponds  and  in  the  lake  outside,  and  are  care- 
fully protected  b}’  the  E'orthv.'estern  Pennsylvania  Game  and  Fish  Associalion. 
The  result  is,  that  the  peninsula,  covering  about  5,000  acres,  and  the  bay 
about  4,000,  form  a natural  preserve  which  will  last  for  generations. 

The  ruins  of  a large  brick  house  or  fort,  erected  near  the  east  end  of  the 
peninsula  long  prior  to  American  occupation,  were  still  to  be  seen  in  1795; 
and  in  iSlo  a block-house  was  built  at  Crystal  Point,  lust,  west  of  Atisery  Bay, 
to  defend  the  harbor  entrance.  This  bay  was  so  named  by  Lieut.  Holdup,  in 
1814,  on  account  of  the  prevailing  gloomy  weather  and  the  comfortless  condi- 
tion of  the  vessels  anchored  in  it  at  that  time.  It  is  also  called  Lawrence 
Bay,  after  Perry's  flagship,  which  was  sunk  in  its  waters,  but  subsccp.iently 
raised  and  taken  to  the  Centennial  in  1S76.  Erie  has  always  had  jurisdiction 
over  the  peninsula,  and  in  1833  E.  S.  Eeed  was  appointed  Superintendent 
of  it  for  five  years,  and  a fine  of  §500,  or  imprisonment  for  a term  not  exceed- 
ing six  months,  was  tlie  penalty  for  cutting  timber  or  setting  fire  to  the  shrub- 
bery thereon.  In  1835,  the  borough  resolved  to  proceed  against  any  one  who 
might  erect  buildings  upon  it.  The  Legislature  passed  an  act,  in  1841,  im- 
posing a fine  of  not  less  than  §10,  nor  more  than  §35,  on  any  person  .who 
should  gather  cranberries  on  the  peuiirsula  between  eluly  and  October.  The 
1st  of  October  was  “cranberry  day,”  a great  event  in  olden  times.  Large  par- 
ties v/ould  cro.ss  the  bay  the  night  before  and  remain  until  morning.  The 
marshes  were  full  of  cranberries,  to  a much  larger  extent  than  at  present,  and 
for  that  reason  wore  w-'ell  patronized  by  the  people  of  Erie. 

Immediately  after  the  w^ar  of  1812,  the  Government  asked  Commodore  Perry 
for  his  opinion  as  to  ibe  feasibility  of  removing  the  sand-bar  -which  blocked  the 
entrance  to  the  harbor,  and  he  reported  favorably  on  the  project.  In  ISIO,  a 
survey  was  made  by  the  General  Government,  but  nothing  further  was  done 
at  that  time.  In  1822,  the  State 'of  PoTinsylvania  appointed  Thomas  Forster, 
Giles  Sanford  and  George.  Woore,  of  Erie,  a committee  to  survey  the  bay  of 
Presque  Isle  and  ascertain  the  depth  of  water  in  the  bay,  on  the  bar,  and  the 
anchorage  outside  the  bar,  and  expended  §15,000  toward  improving  the  bar- 
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bor.  Tho  project  was  tboii  taken  in  LuiulI  by  tlie  General  Government,  wliich 
has  rinco  continued  the  u'ork.  It  is  said  that  in  1821  the  peninsula  was 
covered  with,  timber  from  tlie  mainland  to  tho  beacon  light  on  its  southeastern 
point,  but  that  a few  years  afterward  tho  heavy  seas  washed  the  timber  off 
the  neck,  and  subsequently  ia<ade  the  breach  through  to  tho  bay,  which  re- 
mained open  for  more  than  thirty  years,  partly  by  the  assistance  of  the  United 
States  Engineers,  who  tried  to  make  of  it  a western  channel  to  the  lake. 

The  present  project  of  harbor  improvement  adopted  in  lS23,  and  amended 
from  time  to  time  as  the  demands  of  commerce  called  for  an  increased  depth 
of  water,  consists  of  two  break-water^  exteuding  from  the  main  shore  and  from 
tho  end  of  the  peninsula  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  the  bay,  wdth  parallel  piers, 

350  feet  apart,  runuiug  from  the  ends  of  those  break-waters  toyi  depth  of  sixteen 

feet  in  the  lake,  the  object  being  to  contract  the  entrance,  and  by  the  increased  > 

velocity  of  the  current  to  keep  the  channel  scoured  oat  to  the  proper  depth.  In 

addition  to  this  work  at  the  entrance,  the  project  also  requires  the  protection 

of  the  shore  at  the  neck  of  the  peninsula  of  Presque  Isle,  w'hich  by  its  position 

forms  the  harbor  of  Erie,  and  w'hich  ]ieuinsula  has  been  breached  several  times 

during  tho  past  fifty  years. 

The  report  of  the  Chief  Eogiueer  E^.  S.  A,  for  ISSl  in  an  interesting  article 
says:  “ The  original  survey  of  this  harbor  under  tho  chief  of  engineers  was 
made  in  1.819,  when  there  was  a long,  low  sand-bar  stretching  across  the  pres- 
ent entrance,  the  channel  being  narrow  and  tortuous,  wdth  a depth  of  only  six 
feet.  By  the  act  of  March  3,  1823,  a new  survey  was  made,  aud  a board  of 
eoginoers  consisting  of  Gen.  Simon  Bernard  aud  Lieut.  Col.  J.  G.  Totten, 
submitted  plans  of  improvement  which  were  commenced  in  1824.  At  that 
time  the  channel  at  the  entrance  was  narrow  and  torUious,  with  a depth  of  only 
six  feet,  and  the  depth  on  the  present  lino  of  channel  was  only  two  feet.  By 
1827  vessels  of  ordinary  draft  vmre  able  to  enter  the  harbor;  by  1829,  the 
depth  of  the  entrance  was  from  seven  and  half  to  fifteen  feet,  and  in  1833 
there  was  a good  channel  with  a depth  of  twelve  feet  from  the  lake  into  the 
bay,  and  this  depth  was  maintained  to  1839,  when  operations  were  suspeu  led. 

In  1844,  the  piers  were  in  a dilajtidaied  condition;  there  was  a depth  of  eight- 
een feet  between  them,  but  shoals  were  foru.ting  at  each  end.  In  1864,  there 
vvas  still  a depth  of  twelve  feet  at  the  entrance,  but  the  channel  was  narrow 
and  crooked  and  had  been  driven  to  the  southward  by  the  sand  drifting  around 
the  north  pier.  In  iSbS,  the  channel  was  straightened  and  the  depth  increased 
to  thirteen  feet,  with  a width  of  one  hundred  feet.  The  width  and  depth  have 
been  increased  from  time  to  time  since  iSOS,  more  or  less  shoaling  taking  place 
in  the  meanwhile,  an.d  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1880, 
there  was  a channel  three  hundred  feet  wide,  not  less  than  sixteen  feet  deep 
from  the  lake  to  deep  water  in  the  bay.” 

The  first  breach  recorded  in  the  peninsula  appears  to  have  taken  place  near 
“The  Head  " during  the  winter  of  1828-29,  Its  extent  is  not  reported,  but 
the  entire  appropriation  of  87,390  was  u.sed  in  closing  it.  In  the  winter  of 
1832-33,  another  breach  occurred  at  the  same  point,  and  during  tho  summer 
of  1833  Lieut.  Col.  J.  G.  Totten,  by  directiou  of  the  chief  of  engineers,  oxamiuod 
the  harbor.  In  November,  Col.  Totten  submitted  an  elaborate  report,  where- 
in ho  suggested  the  possibility  of  maiutaiuiug  entrances  at  both  ends  of  the 
harbor,  but  recommended  that  the  effect  of  the  broach  should  be  studied  for  a 
year  or  two  before  any  complete  plan  was  decided  upon.  In  1835,  Lieut,  T.  S. 

Brown  submitted  plans  for  an  entrance  at  tho  west  end  of  Presque  Isle  Bay 
through  tho  peninsula.  The  breach  which  had  commenced  in  1832-33  had 
greatly  widened,  so  that  where  trees  thickly  stood  when  work  began  in  1824, 
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tl)Pf8  was  in  1335  rui  o])oning  nearly  one  mile  wide  and  daily  increa.sino;,  so 
that  the  whole  ]ipninsula  was  tlu'eaioiicd.  Lieut.  Brosvii’s  plan  provided 
for  parlially  closing  tlm  broach  1>)  crib-work,  but  left  a channel  four  hundred 
feet  wide,  so  that  vessels  might  outer  or  depart  from  either  end  of  the  ba;y.  In 
1830,  work  was  commenced  upon  the  ))lan  of  Incut.  Brosm;  430  feet  of  crib- 
work  break-water  wa.^  coinplctcd,  strejigthened  by  piling  and  partially  tilled 
with  stone;  barracks  were  erected  for  worlaneu,  uiacbinory  purchased,  and  ar- 
rangements inaele  for  a vigorous  prosecutiou  of  the  work.  IVork  was  coiitinuod 
in  1837,  1.920  feet  of  crib-werk  was  completed,  auaking  in  all  2,340  feet,  or 
ouo-third  of  (he  whole  breach.  The  ])rogre.ss  thus  far  in  partially  closing  the 
breach  was  reported  ns  very  sati.sfactory.  In  1838,  under  Gapt.  Williams,  of 
the  Topographical  Engineers,  1,035  linear  feet  of  crib-work  v;as  built,  570  feet 
being  north  of  the  proposed  new  channel  piers  and  405  south  of  them.  In 
1839,  work  was  continued;  the  break- water  on  the  south  side  of  the  proposed 
new’  channel  was  prolonged  690  feet,  and  150  feet  of  the  woi'k  built  in  1838 
was  strengthened;  300  feet  of  crib-vcork  was  placed  iu  position  on  the  low 
ground  at  the  northeast  end  of  the  work,  north  of  the  proposscl  new  entrance, 
to  prevent  the  lake  from  cutting  through  at  that  point.  No  appropriations 
were  made  nor  vcork  done  luring  the  years  1840,  IS  1-1,  1842,  1843.  In  1841, 
an  esaminafioa  sliowed  that  the  lake  was  making  ra])id  encroachmeni-s  upon 
the  peninsula  north  of  the  works  and  threatened  tlio  destruction  of  the  harbor. 

In  1844,  the  condition  of  affairs  was  as  follows:  3ihe  peniusula,  which  in 
1823  joined  the  main  shore,  had  become  an  island.  To  yn’evo7.it  the  destruction 
of  the  harb('r,  an  extensive  line  of  crib-work  had  been  built,  and  plans  had  been 
prepared  and  work  progressed  for  the  purpose  of  opening  a new  channel.  Part 
of  this  crib -work  had  ausw’ered  admirably  the  purpose  designed,  but  a portion 
left  incomplete  for  want  of  funds  in  1839  had  been  destroyed.  The  gap  in 
the  peninsula,  which  in  1835  was  over  one  mile  wide,  had  been  reduced  to  a 
width  of  3.000  feet,  with  a depth  of  from  five  to  six  feet,  lu  18-44,  the  erosion 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  barracks  built  in  1836  for  workmen  threatened  their 
destruction,  and  470  linear  feet  of  crib-work  was  built  for  their  protection. 
Nothing  further  was  done  at  this  locality  until  1852.  An  examination  made 
at  that  time  by  Maj.  M'illiam  Turnbull,  of  the  Topogray>hical  Engineers, 
showed  that  the  broach  in  the  peninsula  still  existed,  and  that  the  crib-work 
protection  built  in  previous  years  had  been  almost  destroyed.  In  1853  and 
1854,  efforts  were  made  to  prevent  further  erosion  by  protecting  the  shore  with 
brush  and  stone,  with  very  great  success.  Operations  were  continued  during 
1855-56,  p>rotecting  the  beach  with  brush  and  stone,  with  such  succes.s  that 
there  were  strong  pro.-=}>ects  of  restoring  the  original  wafer  line.  In  September. 
1857,  Maj.  J.  L>.  Graham  reported  the  suspension  of  work  through  lack  of 
funds,  and  nothing  further  was  done  until  1864,  in  which  year  Col.  T.  J. 
Cram  was  assigned  to  tliO  charge  of  the  harbor.  His  report  stated  that  the 
breach  at  the  west  end  of  the  harbor  was  entirely  closed,  nature  having  com- 
pleted the  work  during  the  interval  of  seven  years  of  suspended  labor, 
although  about  500  feet  of  the  peninsula  was  so  low  that  high  seas  broke  clear 
across  it.  This  weak  spot  was  strengthened  in  1S65,  aud  since  that  time  but 
one  breach  of  any  importance  has  occurred,  viz.,  during  a heavy  gale  in 
November,  1874.  This  was  soon  closed,  under  the  superintendence  of  Col, 
Blunt,  the  officer  then  in  charge,  by  what  he  termed  “ a bulk-head  protection,” 
constructed  of  piles  and  y>ffink.  the  experiment  of  planting  young  trees  on  he 
neck  of  the  peninsula  resorted  to  in  1871-72,  having  entirely  failed,  nearly  all 
of  them  being  destroyed  by  the  heavy  winter  gales.  Since  that  time  Col. 
Blunt’s  mode  of  protection,  together  with  an  abatis  of  brush  and  stones,  has 
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l.'iii  j_'oniM'atIv  follo’A'od.  but  it  lias  takeu  constant  vigilance  to  keep  tliese 
in  repair,  'there  are  two  place.s  \vliere  the  neck  of  the  peninsula  is  not 
!;,v,>rc  iha)i  lOO  feet  wide,  and  tlie  crest  only  about  three  feet  above  the  level  of 
iiic  I.a!;e.  and  wl.iere  at  times  of  very  high  seas,  the  water  of  the  lake  rolls  across 
i lit- • ! he  bay. 

Thi'  winter  of  1SS1-S2  -was  an  0]>cu  one.  and  the  beach  was  rleprived  of  its 
i:,-.\ud  revetment  of  heavy  ice.  A number  of  furious  gales  occurred  during  the 
fall  and  winter,  and  upon  the  opening  of  the  season  o.’’  1SS2  the  old  bulk- 
Ic-ads  were  found  to  lie  seriously  damaged,  and  the  beach  to  h.ave  sutfered  more 
j, from  the  lieavv  stnas.  '.the  water  of  Lake  Brie  was  unusnally  higli  dur- 
iii;'-  ilie  sprinc-  of  1S82.  and  on  hlarch  21,  the  level  of  the  la);e  was  the 
l iidu'ol  recorded  at  Erie  for  a number  of  years.  A strong  northwest  gale  was 
1 lowing  at  the  time,  and  the  heavy  seas  rolled  clear  across  the  lowest  portion 
of  the  ]ienin.sula  into  tl\e  boy.  The  erosion  at  the  time  was  still  not  sufficient 
to  excite  a])])reheiiBion  of  immediate  danger,  but  some  steps  were  absolutely 
neoes.sorv  for  protection  during  the  coming  fall  and  winter,  'the  engineer  in 
charge  submitted  a project  for  the  protection  of  the  bea.cli  1'ug  .with  })iles  and 
pl.-iidt,  btit  afterward  amended  it  u]ion  the  recommendation  of  the  local  engi- 
h('<-r.  Ca[it.  Adams,  and  concluded  to  drive  short  intermediate  piles  between 
tlie  old  jioles  still  standing, which  formed  a portion  of  thebulkdiead  protection. 

'I’he  earliest  chart  in  >.os.-e=sion  of  the  engineer  in  charge  is  that  of  Maj. 
Anderson,  made  in  ISIU.  which  shows  that  the  peninsula  then  occupied  about 
the  same  general  location  and  direction  thrd  it  does  at  the  present  time.  A 
comparison  of  Alaj.  Anderson’s  map  with  IMaj.  AlcFai'land's  map  of  1878  indi- 
cates that  for  about  tliree  miles  from  Afassassauga  Point  the  outer  shore  line 
has  receded  about  1.500  feet.  Some  errors  are  noticed  in  this  map  of  1819, 
however,  and  it  may  not  be  entirely  reliable.  A comparison  of  Lieut.  AVood- 
nift’s  map  of  1839  with  McFarland's  map  of  1S78  shows  a similar  retrograde 
movement  of  the  shore  line.  A com]iarison  of  the  lake  survey  map  of  1865 
with  McFarland's  map  of  1S7S  and  Maj.  AYilson’s  map  of  lSi9  shows  little  or 
no  variation  in  the  position  of  the  outer  shore  line.  These  maps  seem  to  indi- 
cate that  from  1819  to  1SG5  there  was  a general  recession  of  the  outer  shore 
lino,  while  from  1865  to  1SS2  there  has  been  but  little  change  in  it.  A com- 
jiarison  of  Woodruff's  map  of  1839  with  McFarland’s  of  1S7S  shows  that  the 
mass  of  this  pant  of  the  peninsula  has matoj  ially  increased  during  the  interval 
of  time 'between  these  surveys,  for  the  distance  from  the  12- foot  or  15-foot 
curve  outside  the  [.■enir'sula  to  the  curve  of  corresponding  depth  ii'side  was  in 
1S78  about  double  vdiat  it  was  in  1839,  while  no  very  great  change  appears  to 
have  taken  place  in  that  part  of  the  neck  w’hich  lies  above  the  water  level. 
Tl.i  s increase  in  width,  seems  to  have  come  cliietly  from  the  shoaling  of  the 
Wider  inside  the  ptninsula,  hut  from  whatever  cause  it  comes,  it  indicates  that 
th(>  diuiger  of  the  formation  of  a breach  at  this  point  has  not  increased,  but 
has  decreased,  in  the  last  forty  years. 

Fi  le  Harbor  is  in  the  collection  district  of  Erie,  Penn.,  and  is  lighted  as  fol- 
lows: A fourth  order  coast  light  on  the  northern  shore  of  the  peninsula,  flash- 
nig  red  and  white;  a fixed  red  of  the  sixth  order  on  the  outei  end  of  the  north 
i'ier,  and  two  sixth  order  fixed  ^Y]dte  lights  to  mark  the  range  for  the  channel 
wiiinn  the  bay.  There  was  also  a light-house  located  on  the  main  land  east  of 
the  city,  which  has  been  abandoned.  There  is  a fog  bell  on  the  outer  end  of 
the  pier,  and  the  nearest  work  of  defense  is  Fort  Porter,  ninety  miles  distant. 
Ihe  following  appropriaticiUs  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  for  this 
harbor: 
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HlSrOUY  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


JSIarch  J 1823 

Augusl  30,  1852 

?-30,000 

00 

May  2().  1824 

20,000  00 

.1  line  23,  1866 

80,961 

00 

March  23  1826 

7,000  00 

NlaiYh  2,  1867 

25.000 

00 

Marrh  2.  1827 

2,000  00 

.1  Line  30.  1868 

40,000 

00 

Mav  ly,  1828 

6,223  18 

April  10,  1869 

22,275 

00 

Yfarch  3 

Jiilv  11  1870  

20  000 

00 

.Marcli  2.  1831  

1,700  00 

Maidi  3,  1871 

29.000 

00 

July  3 1832  . 

.Tnnu  10  ... 

15  000 

00 

Afnruli  9 . 

.tune  23  1874 

20,0011 

00 

June  28,  183-1 

3, 0-1.3  00 

Nlarch  3, 1875 

80.000 

00 

June  28,  1834 

20,00' I 00 

Auc'usl  1-1,  1S76 

40,000 

00 

o,  1 

3,000  00 

June  18,  1878 

25,000 

00 

July  2,  1836 

Ylarcli  3,  1879 

00 

.Inlv'’  18:3(1 

Maroli  3,  1837 

15,000  00 

1881 

20,000 

00 

July  7, 18:58 

30.000  Ou 

August  2,  18S2 

20,000 

00 

June  11.  1844. 


40.000  00 


LIFE  SAYING  SERVICE. 


The  life-saving  service  of  the  United  Stales  was  extended  to  the  lakes 
about  187 — . Lakes  Brio  and  Ontario  constitute  the  Ninth  'District,  and  have 
'been  in  ck.argo  from  the  first  of  Capt.  D.  P.  Dobbins,  of  Buffalo,  a native  of 
Erie.  There  are  four  stations  on  Lake  Ontario  and  five  on  Iiake  Erie.  ThoBO 
on  the  latter  lake  are  at  Buffalo,  Erie  (Station  0),  Fairport,  Cleveland  and 
Marblehead  Island.  The  surfnion  vtero  employed  during  the  season  of  1879- 
80  as  foPows:  1879 — Ju'y  1,  to  December  15;  1880 — March  20,  to  June  30. 
The  following  is  the  record  of  disasters  within  tlio  Ninth  District  during  that 
season:  Number  of  disasters,  55;  value  of  vessels  in  trouble,  8385,577;  vessels 
lost,  5;  actual  loss,  $71,675;  lives  lost,  1;  shipwrecked  persons  sheltered  at 
stations,  51;  days  of  shelter  afforded,  75. 

. The  life-saving  station  at  Erie  has  a crew  of  seven  men  under  the  com- 
mand of  Capt.  William  Clark,  making  a force  of  eight  men.  Their  work  lias' 
been  at  times  one  of  hardships,  but  of  great  efficiency,  resulting  in  the  saving 
of  much  valuable  property  and  many  lives,  and  calls  for  the  heartiest  com- 
mendation of  the  Government  and  the  community,  besides  a better  compensa- 
tio'Q  in  wages. 

Erie  was  a naval  station  from  the  time  Perry’s  fleet  was  built  until  the  year 
1825,  at  which  date  it  was  completely  broken  up,  but  as  this  country,  by  treaty 
v/ith  Great  Britain,  is  compelled  to  maintain  a naval  force  on  the  lakes,  the 
harbor  has  been  the  station  for  vessels  so  provided.  The  United  States 
steamer  Micliigan,  and  the  revenue  cutter  Perry,  both  make  this  their  head- 
quarters, and  always  winter  in  the  bay.  The  latter  vessel  was  sold  by  the 
Government  in  the  fall  of  1SS3  to  a firm  in  Buffalo,  who  took  it  in  part  pay- 
ment for  a new  revenue  cutter  which  is  now  i.u  process  of  construction.  This 
will  also  be  called  the  “Perry,”  but  i.s  expected  to  be  superior  to  the  old  cutler 
in  speed  and  other  important  particulars  valuable  in  a vessel  engaged  in  the 
revenue  service. 

THE  HE.VD. 

The  head  of  Presque  Isle  Bay,  now  the  popular  resort  of  the  people  of 
Erie  and  vicinity,  does  not  extend  so  far  west  as  when  the  town  was  laid  out 
in  1795,  the  outer  shore  of  the  peninsula  at  the  neck  having  gradually  receded 
toward  the  east,  while  the  inner  shore  kept  growing  in  the  same  direction.  A 
narrow  sand  beach  commenced  at  the  mouth  of  Millar  Run  on  the  Reed  farm, 
one  mile  above  “The  .Head”,  and  extended  down  the  lake  a similar  distance,  from 
which  the  peninsula  jutted  out.  Much  higher  up  than  now  inclosed  by  the 
sand  beach  was  a long,  narrow  pond,  entirely  cut  off  from  the  lake,  up  which 
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the  froqnently  ran  from  tho  bay.  as  late  as  1S40,  to  g-ather  wood  for 

hti'amlti.'ats.  In  ITbd.  some  twenty  or  thirty  Indian  familios,  belonging  to  tho 
otu'e  great  and  warlike  tribe  of  Senecas,  I'esided  at  the  head  of  the  bay.  The 
I'l-ach  was  then  much  larger  than  it  is  to-day.  and  a heaTv  forest  covered  the 
low  land  nearest  to  the  shore.  The  Indians  had  corn-fields  southwest  on  the 
{anus  owned  by  I-  C.  Marshall,  and  the  estate  of  E.  J.  Kelso.  This  Indian 
village  was  the  last  in  Erie  County,  luit  they  also  gradually  disappeared,  and 
rd’ier  their  departure  the  site  was  occupied  for  awhile  by  a half-breed  negro 
);auiod  ftlcKinuey,  wlio  lived  by  fishing.  Ho  subsequently  removed  to  the  up- 
per Laird  farm,  where  he  met  his  death  by  a fish-bone  lodging  in  his  throat 
while  eating.  His  daughter  married  Ben  Fleming,  who  was  the  last  survivor 
of  Jhu-ry’s  lleet  residing  in  Pennsylvania, 

“The  Head”  was  first  taken  up  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  in  1800,  by  Eliph- 
nlet  Beebe,  a ship  carpenter,  v/ho  looked  upon  the  site  as  an  available  one  for 
a ship-yard.  In  the  course  of  a few  years,  it  passed  into  the  hands  of  Thomas 
Jjaird,  who  died  in  April.  1833.  and  by  whose  heirs  it  was  held  until  its  pur- 
eha.se  by  Y\'illiam  L.  Scott  at  Sheriff’s  sale.  Mr.  Scott  erected  thereon  the 
Massassauga  Hotel,  and  greatly  improved  the  grounds,  so  that  it  was  rapidly 
hecoiniug  a popular  summer  resort  for  tourists,  but  in  December,  1882,  tho 
house  was  Imrned  to  the  ground,  and  has  not  since  been  rebuilt. 

“Tho  Head”  is  also  called  iMassassattga  Point  after  the  tribe  of  Massassauga 
Indian.s  who  once  lived  in  this  vicinity,  and  bore  tribal  relations  to  the  ex- 
tinct Eriez.  It  is  claimed,  however,  by  some  writers  that  the  name  sprang 
from  a species  of  rattlesnake  known  as  the  Massassauga — a short,  thick  look- 
ing snake  that  were  numerous  when  Capt.  Bissell  erected  the  forts  east  of 
Mill  Creek  in  1795-96.  but  which  have  long  since  disappeared  before  the  on- 
ward march  of  civilization. 

In  1832,  an' iron  ore  bed  was  discovered  on-  the  south  line  of  the  Laird 
farm,  which  was  used  at  the  blast  furnace  of  Yinceut,  Himrod  & Co.,  of  Erie, 
for  several  years.  A furnace  at  Conneaut.  Ohio,  fell  short  of  ore  about  this 
time  and  sent  an  agent  to  quarry  this  ore  and  ship  it  at  “The  Head”.  The  scow 
schooners  Jack  Downing  and  Olivo  Branch  ran  in  the  iron  ore  trade  for  three 
seasons,  or  until  tho  supply  became  exhausted.  At  that  period  the  ve.ssels  on 
their  downward  trips  came  through  the  western  opening  in  the  peninsula,  re- 
turning loaded  by  the  eastern  channel.  The  road  from  tho  schoolhouse  to  the 
shore  of  the  Ociy,  whicli  ran  till  lately  tlirough  the  woods  and  down  the  side  of 
the  bank,  was  laid  out  for  the  purpose  of  hauliug  the  ore  to  the  vessels.  This 
road  has  been  used  by  the  public  ever  since,  though  it  still  remains,  as  then, 
private  property.  The  Jack  Downing  wintered  in  1834-35  about  fifty  rods 
above  where  the  Massassauga  Hotel  was  built,  and  there  tied  up  to  a sycamore 
tree,  where  now  the  sand  beach  renders  the  approach  of  a vessel  impossible. 

FISHERIES. 

Y hen  the  pioneers  located  at  Presque  Isle  in  1795,  they  had  to  resort  to 
fi.shing  in  the  log  canoe  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  food  supply,  and  the 
soldiers  under  Capt.  Bissell  made  a business  of  laying  in  a stock  of  fish  for  each 
sensou  which  they  preferred  to  the  government  rations.  Log  canoes  for  fish- 
in,g  purjiose.s  were  as  much  of  a uecessny  to  the  early  settlers  along  the  lake, 
ss  log  cabins  to  shelter  their  families.  ?md  each  went  fishing  as  his  wants  re- 
quired. The  first  man  in  the  vicinity  of  Erie  who  followed  fishing  as  a special 
business  was  the  mulatto  'McKinney,  who  has  been  previously  mentioned  in 
the  article  on  “ The  Head,”  at  which  point  he  resided.  He  made  tho  business 
a success,  furnishing  families  who  could  not  take  the  time  to  “ go  fishing,”  or 
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lilSTOKY  OF  KIIIE  COUxN'TY. 


wbo  preferred  lo  parehaso  tlioir  supplies.  Upon  his  death,  which  occurred  by 
the  lodgment  of  a fish-bone  in  liis  throat,  he  was  succeeded  by  his  sbu-indaw, 
!Beu  I'leiuiug,  vrho  long  supplied  the  citizens  of  Erie  with  ilsh.  Prior  to  1830, 
only  the  hook  and  line  rvere  ustul,  bid  in  that  year  Thomas  Horton  began  fish- 
ing with  a seine,  which  proved  very  successful.  Ho  was  followed  by  David 
Fowzier  and  others,  but  none  cared  to  risk  their  lives  outside  the  bay  of 
Pj'es(|ue  Isia,  and  all  the  fishing  was  done  in  the  bay. 

W hite  fish  were  not  supposed  to  e;;ist  this  side  of  the  Detroit  ’River,  where 
every  fall  th.ey  were  caught  in  largo  quantities,  packed  and  salted  for  the  markot. 
The  soine.s  were  hnally  tried  in  deep  water  outside  the  bay  and  came  uploaded 
with  white  tish,  wltich  was  the  beginning  of  tlie  Erie  lisli  trade  that  now  gives 
employment  to  many  men,  aud  brings  aunually  a large  amount  of  money  to 
the  city.  The  following  Erie  linns  are  engaged  in  the  busiue.ss;  E.  D.  Car- 
ter, 12  boats;  Joliu  Harlow  ik  Co.,  12  boats;  Louis  Streuber,  S boats;  H.  A. 
Bu.sh  & Co.,  7 l)oats;  B.  Divel,  7 boats;  Henry  Divel,  4 boats;  total,  50  boats. 
Each  boat  averages  four  hands  giving  a force  of  200  men  employed  by  th<’'so 
firms.  .Many  outside  boats  bring  their  product  to  Erie,  and  the  trade  is  of 
groat  benefit  to  the  city  enhancing  its  commercial  iraportancS  by  thousands  of 
dollar.s. 

i^eansylvania,  thougli  consuming  large  quantities  of  fisher}'  pr'oducts,  has 
no  important  lisiiiug  grounds  within  its  borders.  The  principal  busiue.ss  con- 
nected with  the  fisheries  is  the  oyster  industry,  for,  though  no  oysters  are 
produced  in  the  waters  of  the  State,  a large  number  of  persou.s  are  engaged  in 
transporting  oysters  from  the  southern  beds  to  I'hiiadelphia,  and  others  make 
a business  of  receiving,  shelling,  and  packing  them  for  shijnnent.  From  thi.s 
industry  $187,500  is  realized  by  the  residejits  of  the  State.  The  sea  fishing 
is  confined  to  the  capture  of  sea-bass  aud  other  species,  by  a fieet  of  eight  ves- 
sels that  make  occasional  trip.s  to  the  fishing  grounds  ofl’  Cape  llenlopeu  dur- 
ing the  summer  mouths.  Slmd,  sturgeon,  and  other  loss  important  species  are 
taken  in  small  quantities  in  the  Delaware  and  Susquehanna  Bivers,  and  lake 
fish  of  different  kinds  arc  caught  along  tiio  shores  bordering  Lake  Erie. 
From  Table  XVIII,  which  shows  in  detail  the  fishing  interests  of  the  State, 
we  gather  the  following  summary: 


Persons  employed 552 

Fisf'.ing  vessels 11 

Pishing  boats ; 156 

Capilai  de))eu(lent  on  lishery  industries. .$119,810 

Pounds  of  SI";  produets  taken 600,000 

Value  of  same $30,000 

Pounds  of  liver  produets 1,080.000 

Value  of  same 853,100 

Pounds  (if  lake  pmdnets - 1,253,000 

Value  of  same 8-13,450 

Total  value  of  products  tn  the  fishermeu  (includmg' the 

enhanccinent  on  oystens) 83.20,050 

We  copy  the  above  from  the  last  census  statistics.  It  will  be  observed  that 
in  1879,  Pennsylvania’s  lake  fisheries  located  at  Erie,  gave  nearly  as  large  a 
product  in  pounds  as  th(j  combined  river  and  sea  fisheries.  Since  these  statis- 


tics were  formulated,  the  fishing  industry  at  this  port  has  increased  at  least  75 
per  cent,  so  that  the  above  table  does  not  give  the  Erie  fisheries  the  impor- 
tance they  now  possess. 


, Ct>  J I.  [ fIvU//  V>  ,-.avv,  uy  ,.(J|  v,,y<4  ,„;y^  ,'  ol(,i«l‘l  ,t£<jjr  ' 

!oy,»J  .uj  0iK.i«o  04  l..r,r>  > , 

. ..  CJwi  n..  i4/>('(‘»  tin  liijfj'  »tcJ'  wijtiftftitSf 

o’lvd-ff  .I'JJJv-t  tiJiil  J8i^v  v»i  V,rc'f''''f-v,  Jb^ci  r.tfi  ,-,vi,i7/ 

'Z^iT  rif  ^tU.AZ>U,a'd  r 

ryi^  ’^00  (Ud  ,,nd  mU  io  ■.,,,•  ;i.-w<fw  ,d«a 

■'■:  '■,  ’.^'  ‘f^’  fJivv.1  ;;.-4r,wi  I't  ...o.O  ,^>vof-xnH  xttlxA- 

.e  t„oo^ 

..W..,  o)  -d^ru. 

.*  . .(  , .Hb  v,.i  »Ujdi.:<^;,i  l,j;<,-i.,aj(WO  &E  '.^T.S/i.jV.  ^(fJa  «fl -ot^fteOjlKj  4jiflXJ».,  .: 

• ' • ■ r ‘ ■ ■ j -f  f ^ 

p-’fMj  7.;>  ^Ijymwjp  0^'iiii  jiflimtjjj£{of> 

■1,  <..  ■dX  -....«1«UiM{  yl  Kifijxw  sX'OJj^  g«j».'&U  IxJXsJ'tO^iuu.oii 

• p.  Ptoya/O  Off  !.7, 'front  ,voi  .'ffl^0f,al  rjlsvo  (pfl  j-t  jrtsbiui^ft'  jd/  diiw-  hsth&a--  > ' 

j 7 f •odt  .la.feJw.nxvif.  n<J  Ro«il*»t:  ai.  T'o}l$  vjdn0i>Hi'’.'.' 

7-.xh.v  tv;r.  l<>  ytf4,£;«V  o.lr  :.i  {>  ,xul4W»>  »i  - 

Ji"'u  ,£^.48  .*M]f'4oto  •nffta';j'i  9;lJ-'}^ai  ■ 


f^drymn  ?iji'j'i(f.i,/iui  -.-:..l 


>„(  f.,...  r'T  , .i  f .*Hj..40ttr  rtata'a-i  9ar  Tiai  ■ ■ 

’’,  i 'O.J  ,;'nro!K  i!ijr?;«»»  4»ia^aTfu£>  5o  .xfeil,  .' 

, iicia.trif,!  eJr-'fs  .fiu  g/,iroa<l  ndj  iljjjof;  flc  ey/Ma  •ifciiiw  ,Ui7.Z' eWj  T «ioxEv  ' 
■?■  ^ ->dt  MUa%  rj9r\  ■ 


tm 
■ T}  ', 

■ '351.1  ...■ 

OW/)00  ... 

'■('Hj.uatj.f, . . 
t‘0J  t.f,^ 

.t.tOO.fe'lrj  .. . 


'■  " r-JH':.P'X-}‘I 

• .»  %« * 4 . ..  , .'  .»,•,»»'«;,.  , , - , Y . '.  -^ jji ;^(i,  *^j  I itliJ i *J 
• .,.*'»'i't«!f{j(-/ij  Z'Vj'4?-^  ito  ;n-»l>ci*j,--jf, 
t • ,-«'>?(ja  yAwh&fii^M  X(J  ei,,uiv/i 

'v ;.->1wxte  k axihiV 

• ' - 

'“  • 1 . ;!(|ft.>;«.3o  'Ajjh  V 

**'•  ’ '“ * •■’ •">'■•-  .*J*jJ«Kjr«»i  aU«ft  111 al»fwo‘i 

.•...•• ,iur.f.  fo  ■>;:fjiV 


'-.:;if:- 

,'  ti' 

'..  ;,#'S 


i»fj  stvbuhni)  ^df'oi  pj-m(«>yi  )i>  «'jj|r«.v 

• ■ '■• ; ' ' ■ 110  J»to^ia!5jnjj4*J9 


A 


(>50,011^5 

3/uf.l  C-C'V-iofflrlo  M fli-WJ!  ' 

, ' '*“.' ''''''  •'*'**  w**t- uicrij,  wwji  ciw  'TOon  a ’v''r.  ^ 

li  o^xi;!  aa  7bno/t^7«.  ^Vntenof  «hyrf^n  .jiTiti  ,<iT8X  Wx^'"'" 

.,««  .!  2 Imnoyjm-  -.tdf  ia  :V.rU.M,ui  j,«ixl»tf  dxlj.  ,fc<>JnfPx^5 

-io.fou  odi  fcomiLiUiiiX  oxfj  JO/I  »yo}.  aide!  ovqdft  Mi  jfldJ  oa  4?o-) 


CITY  OF  ERIE. 


535 


CHAPTER  HI. 

Muxicipa I.  Govekxmf.xt. 

ON  tLe  29th  of  ’Nlai'ch,  1SU5,  the  General  Assembly  passed  an  act  erecting 
the  lirst  section  of  Erie  into  a borough,  and  all  electors  who  had  resided 
in  the  town  sis  mouths  prior  to  each  election  were  requested  to  meet  annually, 
on  the  fmt  Monday  in  May,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  borough  othcers. 
Borough  and  Town  Council  was  a body  corporate  with  power  to  hold  lands  not 
exceeding  in  value  i?3,000  per  annum,  and  a penalty  was  attached  for  refusing 
or  neglecting  to  serve  as  Burgess  or  a member  of  the  Council.  The  same  act 
provided  for  the  reservation  of  certain  lots  granted  for  churches  and  Imrial 
grounds.  On  the  5th  of  May,  1S06,  the  lix-st  election  was  held  under  this  act, 
and  resulted  as  follows:  John  C.  'Aallace,  Burgess;  Judah  Colt,  Pai.fus  S. 

Bleed,  George  Buehler,  Robert  Hays,  George  Sclxantz,  Town  Council;  Robert 
Irwin,  High  Constable.  At  the  first  meeting  of  the  Coixncil,  the  following 
officers  were  chosen:  James  E.  Herron,  Toun  Clerk;  Thomas  Forster,  Will- 

iam Wallace  and  James  Baird,  Street  Commissioners;  Milliam  Bell,  Treasurer. 

From  that  time  until  the  incorporation  of  Erie,  the  following  gentlemen 
filled  the  office  of  Burgess:  18U7,  Thomas  Yv  ilson;  lSOS-09,  George  Buehler; 

1810-11,  John  C.  "Wallace;  1812,  Samuel  Hays;  1813,  Judah  Colt;  181T-15, 
George  Moore:  1816-17,  Thomas  H.  Sill;  lSlS-19,  George  iSloore;  1820-21, 
Judah  Colt;  1822-24,  John  5Iorris;  1825-27,  John  C.  Whallace;  1828,  Tabor 
Beebe;  1829,  Thomas  H.  Sill;  1830,  "William  Johns;  1831,  George  A.  Eliot; 
1832,  Thomas  Forster,  elected,  but  Tabor  Beebe  acted  instead;  1833,  Thomas 
H.  Sill;  1834-35,  Joseph  M.  Sterrett;  1830-37,  J.  B.  Laughead;  1838,  James 
L.  IVhite;  1839,  "William  Kelley;  1840,  Alyron  Goodwin;  1841,  Rufus  S. 
Reed;  1842,  Thomas  Stewart;  1843-44,  Tiiomas  H.  Sill;  1845,  Charles  7V. 
Kelso;  1840-47,  William  Kelley;  1848,  Charles  W7  Kelso;  1849,  A.  W.  Brew- 
ester;  1850,  B.  B.  Vincent.  ' 

The  iollowing  is  a list  of  tlie  city  officials  of  Erie,  from  its  incorporation 
April  14,  1851,  up  to  the  present,  the  Mayor  acting  as  President  of  the  Select 
Council  the  first  nine  years  of  its  history: 

1851 — Thomas  G.  Colt,  Tlayor;  Select  Council,  Jonas  Gunnison,  Clerk; 
C.  McSparren,  IViliiam  M.  Gallagher,  F.  Schneider,  John  Zimmerly,  S.  M. 
Carpenter,  A.  W7  Brewster.  Common  Council,  James  1).  Dunhij.',  President; 

illiam  P.  Trimball,  Clerk;  kVilson  King,  James  Skinner,  Thomas  Dillon, 
Samuel  W’.  Keefer,  Daniel  G.  Lauden,  Adam  Acheson,  L.  Momyer,  O.  D. 
Sp afford,  A.  A.  C raig,  Prescott  Metcalf,  Josiah  Kellogg. 

1852 — Murray  Whallon,  Mayor;  Select  Council,  W.  H.  Sherman,  Clerk; 
F.  Schneider,  D.  G.  Landen,  P.  Sennett,  John  Zimmerly,  J.  B.  Smytlx,  A.  P. 
Durlin.  Common  Council,  WTlliain  S.  Lane,  President;  William  Thornton, 
Clerk;  S.  Wk  Keefer,  W.  B.  Hays,  J.  FI.  Riblet,  G,  J.  Morton,  J.  Wk  Duggan, 
C.  Siegel,  F.  Mutterer,  D.  D.  W’alker, . J.  B.  Gunnison,  H.  P.  Mehaffey,  J. 

. Graham. 

1853 — Alfred  King,  Mayor;  Select  Council,  W.  H.  Sherman,  Clerk;  A.  B. 
Durliu,  J.  B.  Smyth,  D G.  Lauden,  P.  Sennett,  Joseph  M.  Sterrett,  W'illiam 
G.  Arbuckle.  Common  Council,  John  A.  Tracy,  President;  WTlliam  Thorn- 
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tou,  Cleric;  C.  B,  "Wrigbr.  J.  1\L  Jusiice,  E.  A.  Bonnetf,  J.  W.  Duggciu,  A. 
AVild,  E J.  Ames.  M.  1\.  Barr,  A.  Acbesori,  John  Hearn,  M.  Henry,  \V.  0. 
Braloy. 

1S54— Alfred  King,  IMayor;  Select.  Council,  W.  H.  Sbennan,  Clerk;  Joseph 
Ti[.  Sterrelt,  J.  B.  Smyth,  \Villiam  G.  Arbuekle,  A.  P.  Dnrlin.  James  I).  Dun- 
la]).  P.  Sonoett.  Cojunion  Council,  ilathew  It.  Barr,  President;  ’William 
Thornton.  Clerk;  A.  Acbeson.  W.  C.  Braloy,  M.  Henry,  W'.  F.  Einderuecbt.  S. 
Smith,  E.  J.  Ames.  E.  A.  Bennett.  John  S.  Carter,  J.  W.  Daggau,  Adam 
'Wild.  Mathew  Taylor. 

1855 — 'Wilson  Laird,  Mayor;  Select  Council,  Thomas  Moorehead.  Clerk; 
James  D.  'Ounlap,  W.  Gr.  Arbuekle,  J.  ?»!.  Sterrett,  A.  P.  Durlin,  F.  Schneid- 
er. William  Hoskinson.  Common  Council,  Matthew  K.  Barr,  President;  Will- 
iam Thornton.  Clerk;  A.  Acheson,  Bobert.  T.  Sterrelt,  IMosos  Koch,  S.  Smith, 
M.  Henry.  John  S.  Carter,  Adam  Wild,  David  Keunody,  John  "W.  Hays,  C. 
Graham,  John  Goalding. 

1850 — AVilson  Laird,  Mayor;  Select  Gouncil,  Thomas  Alnorehead,  Clerk; 
W.  G.  Arbuekle,  John  S.  Carter,  James  D.  Dunlap,  YVilliam  Hoskinson,  J.  M. 
Sterrett,  F.  Schneider.  Common  Council.  S.  Smith,  President;  AVilliam 
Thornton,  Clerk;  Jacob  Kneip,  AA'illiam  Himrod,  Adam  Wild,  John  Goalding, 
David  Kennedy.  John  Av.  Hays,  i\I.  Henry,  Aloses  Koch,  R.  T.  Sterrett,  A. 
Acheson,  jM.  R.  Barr. 

1857 —  James  Hoskinson,  Mayor;  Select  Council,  Thomas  Moorehead, Clerk; 
James  D.  Dunlap,  AL  'R.  BaiT.  F.  Schneider,  J.  M.  Sterrett,  John  S.  Carter, 
Wh  G.  Arbuekle.  Common  Council.  Adam  Acheson,  Presitlent;  AA’illiam 
Thornton,  Clerk;  AVilliam  Iliinrod,  David  Kennedy,  James  Sill,  AV.  C.  AVar- 
ren,  J.  W.  Hays,  J.  Kneip,  C.  Doll,  James  Cotter,  M.  Henry,  John  Sweeney, 
James  Skinner. 

1858 —  AVilson  Laird,  Alayor;  Select  Council,  J.  F.  Downing,  Clerk;  J’.  AI. 
Sterrett,  John  S.  Carter,  Sherburn  Smith,  C.  Sevin,  AI.  Henry,  James  D.  Dun- 
la]).  Common  Council,  Adam  Acheson,  President;  IVilliam  Thornton,  Clerk; 
Samuel  Cummins.  James  Dunlap,  .Jolm  Perrier,  J.  J.  Fuessler,  Jonas  Gunni- 
son, AVilliam  B.  Hays,  Alathias  Hartleb,  E.  N.  Nason,  John  Sweeney,  L. 
Strong  T.  H.  Stewart. 

1859 —  Sherburn  Smith,  Alayor;  Select  Council,  J.  F.  Downing,  Clerk; 
Jonas  Gunnison,  F.  Schneider,  John  AV.  Hays,  Alathias  Alayor,  David  Sliirk, 
John  H.  Riblet,  AI.  Henry,  J.  Ai.  Sterrett.  Common  Council,  Adam  Acheson, 
President;  AA'illiam  Thornton,  Clerk;  AAhlliam  B.  Hays,  James  Dunlap,  T.  H. 
Stewart,  H.  Pelton.  AI.  Schlandecker,  J.  A’.  Boyer,  H.  B.  Haverstick,  J . AI. 
Zuck,  James  Skin m'u-,  John  Hearn,  John  Ferrier. 

iSbO — Sherburn  Smith,  Alayor;  Select  Council,  David  Shirk,  President; 
J.  F.  Dowming,  Clerk;  F.  Schneider,  John  H.  Riblet,  Alathias  AI  ay  er,  Charles 
AI.  Tibbals,  David  AIoAllister,  AA'ilson  King.  AV.  G.  Arbuekle.  Common 
Council,  Adam  Acheson,  President;  AVilliam  Thornton,  Clerk;  Jfcmes  Skinner, 
John  Hearn.  J.  Y.  Buyer,  J.  AI.  Zuck,  L.  Strong,  P.  Aletcalf,  J.  Feiuier,  J. 
Blenner,  H.  B.  Haverstick,  AV.  E.  Bell,  H.  Pelton. 

1801 — Sherburn  Smith,  Alayor;  Select  Council,  Jonas  Gunnison,  President; 
J.  F.  Downing.  Clerk;  David  AIcAllister,  John  H.  Riblet,  George  AV.  Starr, 
AI.  Alayer,  William  A.  Brown,  James  Dunlap,  AVilson  King.  Common  Coun- 
cil, James  Skinner,  President;  AVilliam  Thornton,  Clerk;  J.  Blenner,  H.  B. 
Haverstick,  L.  Strong,  H.  Pelton,  John  Graham,  AV.  B.  Hays,  James  O’Han- 
lon, AV.  C.  Warren,  AI.  Hartleb,  John  Hearn,  George  AV.  Colton. 

1802  - Prescott  Aletcalf,  Alayor;  Seloct  Council,  Jonas  Gunnison,  Presi- 
dent; J.  F.  Downing,  Clerk;  George  AV.  Starr,  AVilliam  A.  Brown,  James 
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Duulrip.  Wilson  King,  jI.  Mayor.  John  Forrier,  J.  E.  Rihlot.  Common 
Council,  James  Skinner,  President;  Jame.s  G.  Payne,  Clerk;  H.  Pelton,  James 
O' Hanlon,  W.  B.  Hays,  W.  C.  AVarren,  John  Hearn,  J.  S.  M.  Young,  P.  A. 
Becker,  Jacob  Boot/.,  H.  B Haverstick,  M.  Hartleb,  Al.  Henry. 

1S03 — Prescott  Metcalf.  Mayor;  Select  Council,  AA'illiam  A.  Brown.  Presi- 
dent; J.  F.  Downing,  Clerk;  James  Dunlap,  John  Perrier,  M.  Mayor,  J.  H. 
piblet,  George  AA’.  SBrn',  James  Skinner,  Charles  Mi.  Tibbals.  Common 
Council,  Mathew  B.  Ban  . President;  George  P.  Griffith,  Clerk;  Al.  Hartleb,  H. 
B.  .Haverstick,  AI.  Henry,  Jacob  Bootz,  J.  Pi.  Thomp.son,  John  AV.  Shannon, 
John  Car.se,  C.  Siegel.  J".  AI.  Kuhn,  J.  J.  Bindernecht,  John  Clemons. 

1SG4 — Prescott  Aletcalf,  Alayor;  Select  Council,  James  Skinner,  lYesident; 
J.  F.  Downing,  Clerk;  John  Perrier,  J.  H.  Piiblet,  Charles  AI.  Tibbals,  George' 
AV.  Starr.  Thomas  B.  Alncent,  H.  B.  Haverstick,  John  Aloore.  Common  Coun- 
cil, Alathew  R.  Barr,  President;  T.  J.  Wells,  Clerk;  John  Clemens,  J.  AI. 
Kuhn.  J.  J.  Piinderneeht.  C.  Siegel,  John  AV.  Shannon,  F.  Euglehart,  R.  J. 
Pelton,  J.  F.  AValther,  AI.  Hartleb,  AI,  Henry,  AVilliam  S.  Brown. 

1565 —  F.  F.  Farrar,  Alayor;  Select  Council,  James  Skinner,  President;  R. 
AA’.  Russell,  Clerk;  John  Aloore.  H.  B.  Haverstick.  George  AV. 'Starr,  Thomas 
B.  Yincont,  Charles  AI.  Tibbals,  John  At.  Kuhn,  N.  Alurphy.  Common  Coun- 
cil, AI.  AA’.  Caug-hey,  President;  Gcorg’o  P.  Griffith,  Clerk;  .E.  P.  Bennett,  J. 
S.  Jordan,  F.  Gingenbach.  J.  Reichtscheit,  P.  B.  Honecker,  AVilliam  Bell,  Jr., 
W.  A.  Crawford,  AL  Hartleb,  J.  F.  Walther,  AI.  Henry,  R.  J.  Pelton. 

1566 —  AVilliam  L.  Scott.  Alayor.  Select  Council,  George  AA’.  Starr,  Presi- 
dent A.  J.  Fostei’,  Clerk;  H.  B.  Haverstick,  John  AI.  Kuhn.  John,  Aloore,  H. 
Alurphy,  Thoma.s  B.  A’incent,  Joseph  AIcCarter,  Charles  H.  Loverien.  Common 
Council,  J.  C.  Spencer.  President;  George  P.  Griffith,  Clerk;  AA’illiam,  .Bell, 
Jr..  E.  P.  Bennett,  AV.  A.  Crawford,  F.  Gingenbach,  P.  B,  Honecker,  J. 
Reichtscheit,  D.  G.  Ormsby,  F.  Schlandecker,  A.  W.  V’an  Tas.sell,  F.  P.  Liebel, 
AI.  Fionry. 

1SG7 — Orange  Xoble,  Alayor;  Select  Council,  John  AI.  Kuhn,  President; 
A.  J.  Foster,  Clerk;  Joseph  AIcCarter.  X.  Alurphy,  Charles  II.  Loverien, 
P.  Crouch,  P.  A.  Becker.  AI.  Hartleb,  S.  E.  Bacon.  Common  Council,  AI.  Henry, 
President;  P.  B,  Honecker,  Clerk;  F.  P.  Liebel,  D.’G.  Ormsby,  J.  C.  Spencer. 
F.  Schlandecker,  A.  AA’.  Van  Tassell,  G.  F.  Brevillier,  John  Shenfield,  Joseph 
Eichenlaub.  P.  B.  Honecker,  AncKew  Burton.  John  O.  Baker. 

ISCS — Orange  Xobie,  Alayor;  Select  Council,  Phineas  Crouch,  Pj"9sident; 
John  C.  Hilton,  Clerk;  S.  E.  Bacon,  P.  A.  Becker,  AI,  Hartleb,  Charles  H. 
Loverien,  George  AI.  Smith,  Conrad  Shenfield,  A.  AA’.  Affin  Tassell.  Common 
Council,  F.  Schlandecker,  Pre-sident;  P.  B.  Honecker,  Clerk:  G.  F.  Brov- 
illier,  John  O.  Baker,  John  Shentieid,  Joseph  Eichenlaub,  P.  B.  Honecker, 
Robert  Kennedy,  -Jor-eph  Blenuer,  J.  AV.  Swalley,  John  Hearn.  John  Dunlap, 
J.  AI.  Bryant. 

1SG9 — Orange  Noble.  Alayor;  Select  Council,  Phineas  Crouch,  President; 
Daniel  Sullivan,  Clerk:  S.  E.  Bacon,  P.  A.  Becker,  AI.  Hartleb,  A.  A\h  Van 
' Tas-3ell,  Jonas  Gunnison.  Joseph  Fichenlaiib,  AV'’.  F.  Rindernecht.  Common 
Council,  F.  Sehhuidecker,  President;  AA’illiam  Donald,  Clerk;  J.  AI.  Bryant, 
Robert  Kennedy,  J.  AA’.  Swalley.  John  Hearn,  Alyrou  E.  Dunlap,  John  O. 
Baker,  Alichael  Hogan,  H.  J.  Conrath,  AV.  S.  Brown,  Joseph  Bleuner,  H.  A. 
Conrad. 

1870 — Orange  Noble,  Alayor;  Select  Council,  Phineas  Crouch,  President; 
Daniel  Sullivan,  Clerk;  Jonas  Gunnison,  P.  A.  Becker,  Joseph  Eichenlaub, 
Jr.,  AI.  Hartleb,  Joseph  AIcCarter.  Samuel  E.  Bacon,  AVilliam  F.  .Rindernecht, 
George  Seiter,  Joseph  Seelinger,  E.  Camphausen,  AVilliam  Henry.  Common 
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Council,  F.  Scblauclockei.,  Prc.^Idout;  William  Donald,  Clerk;  J.  M.  Bryant, 
Kobert  Kennedy,  J.  AV.  kSwalley,  John  Hearn,  Myron  E.  Dunlap,  John  O. 
Baker,  Michacd  Hogan,  H.  J.  Conrath,  \Y.  S.  Bro''A'n,  Joseph  Blenner.  Orville 
Johnson,  J.  Croneuberger,  John  Strahl,  IL  Ivalvelage,  F.  Franz,  J.  F.  Decker, 
Georgo  Stritzingcr. 

ISTI — AVillium  L.  Scott,  Mayor;  Select  Council,  E.  Cam]jhausen,  Prosi- 
dent;  Thomas  Hanlon,  Clerk;  John  Boyle,  John  Carso,  P.  A..  Becker,  Joseph 
Eicheulaub,  Jr.,  Jacob  Bootz,  M.  Hartleb,  William  G.  Aiimckle,  William  F.  Rind- 
ernecht,  George  Seiter,  Joseph  Scelinger,  E.  Camphauseu,  William  Henry. 
Cknnmon  Council,  Myron  E.  Dunlap,  President;  AVilliam  Donald,  Clerk;  C. 
M.  Conrad,  Charles  D.  Sweeney,  Myron  E.  Dunlap,  H.  J.  Conrath,  'Ulrich 
Schlaudecker,  John  Metzucr,  George  Loyer,  AV.  K.  Gray.  AVilliam  S.  Brown, 
C.  AV.  Lytle,  John  O.  Baker,  M.  AAV  Hogau,  Henry  Kalvelage,  George  Stritzin- 
ger,  AVilliam  Loesch,  IMiehael  Jjiehel,  Vrichael  Kress,  Fred  Franz. 

1872 — Charles  M.  Heed.  Mayor;  Select  Council,  P.  A.  Becker,  President; 
Thomas  Hanlon,  Clerk;  Johii  Boyle,  John  Carse,  P.  A.  Becker,  AA'illiam  H. 
Deming,  John  R.  Cochran,  M.  Hartleb,  AATJliam  G.  Arbucklo,  AVilliam  F. 
Rindernecht,  George  Seiter,  AAV  A'V.  Thomas,  AVilliam  Henry.  John  Burst. 
Commo  1 Council,  AV.  R.  Gray,  President;  AA’illiam  Donald,  Clerk;  C.  M.  Con- 
rad, Charles  D.  Sweeney,  Cluirles  F.  Dunbar,  Ulrich  Schlaudecker,  John  Sut- 
ter, John  Aletznor,  AA".  R.  Gray,  George  Loyer,  Charles  C.  Shirk,  A.  P,  BuiTon, 
Addison  Leech,  C.  AV.  I_ivtle,  AATlliam  Loesch,  Henry  Kalvelage,  Jacob  Warfel, 
Fred  Fraijz,  A,  Thayer,  AI.  Liebel. 

1573 —  Charles  M Reed,  Mayor;  Select  Council,  P.  A.  Becker,  President; 
Thomas  Hanlon,  Clerk;  John  Boyle,  John  Carse,  P.  A.  Becker,  AA’illiam  H. 
looming,  John  R.  Cochran,  M’.  Hartleb,  'Thomas  H.  Carroll,  AA’illiam  G.  Ar- 
buckle,  AV.  AAA  Thomas,  A.  B.  Gunnison,  John  Berst,  AA'illiam  Henry.  Com- 
mon Council,  Michael  J.jiebel,  President;  AVilliam  Donald,  Clerk;  Chri.stian 
Kessler,  John  AATalsh,  C.  F.  Dunbar,  John  'Aleizner,  Ulrich  Schlaudecker,  John 
Sutter,  C.  C.  Shirk,  C.  Swalley,  George  Loyer,  A.  P.  Burton,  Addison  Leech, 
Thomas  Brown,  J.  AVarfel,  H.  I;.  Gloth,  Henry  Kalvelage,  A.  Thayer,  Fred 
Franz,  Michael  Liebel. 

1574 —  Henry  Rawle,  Alayor;  Select  Council,  AVilliam  Henry,  President; 
Thomas  Hanlon,  Cterk;  John  Boyle,  AA'illiam  P.  xitkinson,  AA’illiam  H.  San- 
dusky, AVilliam  H.  Deming,  David  T.  Jones,  John  R.  Cochran,  'Thomas  H. 
Carroll,  AA'illiam  Christie,  AV.  VAT  Tliomas,  A.  13.  Cannisou,  John  Berst,  AA’ill- 
iam Henry.  Common  Council,  Michael  Liebel,  President;  AATlliam  Donald, 
Clerk;  Christian  Itessler,  B.  F.  McCarty,  John  AA''alsh,  John  Sutter,  J.  A.  Aloser, 
Ulrich  Schlaudecker,  C.  Swalley,  George  Lov'er,  Adam  Brabemler,  Thomas 
Brown.  Charles  Justice,  Frederick  Schutto,  M.  Froe-lich,  H.  G.  Gloth,  AAA  D. 
Feidier,  A.  Thayer,  C.  J.  Brown,  Alichael  laebol. 

1575 —  Henry  Rawle,  Alay<)r;  Select  Council,  David  'T.  Jones,  President; 
Thomas  Hanlon,  Clerk;  John  Boyle,  AATlliam  P.  Atkinson,  AA'illiam  Lerch, 
AA’illiam  H.  Sandusky,  George  Loyer,  D.  T.  Jones,  G.  T.  Churchili,  AATlliam 
Christie,  John  Youngs,  A.  B.  Gunnison,  Michael  Liebel,  Jacob  Bootz.  Com- 
mon Council,  John  Sutter,  President;  AATlliam  Douald,  Clerk;  P.  T.  Don- 
nelly, Ed  McCall,  B.  F.  AlcCarty,  F.  Bausebard,  Jr.,  J.  A.  Aloser,  John  Sut- 
ter, F.  P.  Dippo,  J.  M.  Zuck,  Adam  Brabender,  John  Constable,  Sr.,  Charles 
Justice,  Fred  Schutte,  Martin  Froolich,  AAA  D.  Feidier,  AA’illiam  Loesch,  Val- 
entine Schirltz,  C.  J.  Brown,  A.  Thayer. 

1876 — John  AAA  Hamraoud,  Mayor;  Select  Council,  IMiehael  Liebel,  Pres- 
ident; Thomas  Hanlon,  Clerk;  Christian  Kessler,  VATliiam  P.  Atkinson,  AA’ill- 
iam H.  Sandusky,  AA’illiam  Lerch,  George  Loyer,  D.  T.  Jones,  AVilliam  Chris- 
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tie,  Gcorojo  T.  CytiurcUill,  -7ohu  Yoang-s,  AVilliam  T,  Sruith,  M.  Liobel,  A. 
'J’baver.  Common  Council,  John  Sattor,  President;  AVilliam  Jdouald,  Clerk; 
L.  L.  Lamb,  John  A.  Beebe,  AAdlliam  Stanton,  John  Sutter,  James  McCarty, 
Henrv  Ackerman,  J.  M.  Zuck,  Joseph  A.  Storrett,  II.  J.  Howe,  John  Constable, 
Sr.,  Henry  Mayo,  T.  F.  Noble,  Aiartin  Froolich,  AAJlliam  Loe.sch.  Chris  Klang, 
C.  J.  Brown,  AJilentlne  Scliult/;,  Henry  Shenk. 

1S77 — Selden  Marvin  Mny'rr;  Select  Council,  Alvanii.s  Thayer,  President; 
Thomas  Hanlon,  Clerk;  Christian  Kessler,  Thomas  Flynn,  John  Sutter,  Hour) 
Ackerman,  D.  T.  Jones,  J,  M.  Zuck,  J,  J.  Hogan,  George  T.  Churchill,  Will- 
iam T.  Smith,  John  Youngs.  A.  Thayer,  Henry  Shenk.  Common  Council, 
John  A.  Beebe,  President;  AAJlliam  Donald,  Clerk;  John  A.  Beebe,  AVilliam 
Stanton,  John  A.  Koynolds,  AATltiam  Nick,  Sr.,  James  McCarty,  Peter  Knip- 
per,  \Y.  AAV  Pierce,  H.  J.  Howe,  J.  B.  Gunnison,  John  Constable,  Sr.,  C. 
Kolb,  E.  Donnelly.  Adam  Obringer,  C’liris  Klang.  AVilliam  Loesch,  J.  F. 
Decker,  F.  K.  Simmons,  Yaleuline  Schnltz. 

1878 —  David  T.  Jones,  Mayor;  Select  Council,  Henry  Shenk.  President; 
Thomas  Hanlon,  Clerk;  Thomas  h’lynn,  George  A\'.  Starr,  John  Sutter,  Honi'j 
Ackerman,  J.  M.  Zuck,  JosepE  Johnson,  Jr.,  J.  J.  Hogan,  William  T.  Smith, 
John  YTmugs,  F.  R.  Simmons,  Henry  Shenk.  Common  Council,  V\'.  W. 
Pierce,  President;  A'Villiam  Donald,  Clerk;  John  A.  Beebe,  J.  F.  Siegel, 
William  Stanton,  AVilliam  Nick.  Sr.  , IT.  A..  Clemens,  Irvin  II.  HovrarJ,  Jr,, 
J.  B,  Gunnison,  VAV  AAV  Pierce,  E.  McK.  Whitley,  C.  Kolb,  AAdlliam  Hard- 
wick, Frederick  Salow,  Dean  Hawk,  John  Eberly,  Adam  Obringer,  A.  H. 
Faulkner,  Chris  Kcrner,  J.  F.  Decker. 

1879 —  David  T.  Jones,  Mayor;  Select  Council,  George  AAV  Starr,  Pres- 
ident; Thomas  Hanlon,  Clerk;  George  AAV  Starr,  AVVlliam  H.  Sandusky,  J.  F. 
Downing.  Joseph  Johu.ston,  Jr..  VAVlliam  T.  Smith,  F.  R.  Simmons.  Common 
Council,  B.  F.  McCarty,  President;  AAVliiam  Donald,  Clerk;  B.  F.  SlcCarty, 
John  II.  Carev.  Jaine.s  Hunter.  Charles  Kellev.  P.  C.  Hevdrick,  J.  J.  Sepple, 
Charles  Roesch.  L.  AAV  Daly,''D.  R.  Beck,  E. ‘McK.  Whitley, . J.  R..  Sherwood, 
J.  C.  Weaver,  AA  illiam  Hardwick,  Henry  G.  AVarren,  Thomas  Pashett,  AA^ill- 
iam  Baas,  John  Eberly,  I.tean  .Hawk,  John  Zurn,  Frederick  E.  Gloth,  Freder- 
ick Franz,  AA’iliiam  O’Lone,  Jacob  Siritzinger. 

ISSO — David  T.  Jones,  IMayor;  Select  Council,  AATlliam  H.  Sandusky, 
President;  Thomas  Hanlon,  Clerk;  Christian  Kessler,  William  li.  Sandusky, 
J.  F.  Downing,  AA’illium  Hardwick,  AVilliam  T.  Smith,  C.  J.  Brown.  Common 
Council,  D.  R.  Beck,  President;  AAVlliam  Donald,  Clerk;  John  H.  Carey, 
Jacob  Geib,  James  Hunter,  Jaw.ob  Ostheimer,  C.  G.  Clark,  P.  C.  Heydrick, 
Dominic  Mayer,  David  AValmsley.  D.  K.  Beck.  L.  Koster,  J.  R.  Sherwood, 
J.  C.  Weaver,  AVilliam  Baas,  Charles  M.  Briggs,  Robert  Dill,  Edward  Don- 
nelly, John  Eberly.  William  Loeacli,  J.  K.  Saltsinan,  John  T.  Bunis,  Freder- 
ick Franz,  Reinhard  Liebel,  Joseph  Sloan. 

1S81 — Jose]:>h  IMcCarter,  Mayor;  Select  Council.  VAVlliam  T.  Smith,  Fresi- 
dcnt;  Thomas  Hanlon,  Clerk;  Christian  Kessler,  George  Schlaudecker,  J.  R. 
Shei-W'ood,  AA'illiaui  Hardwick,  William  T.  Smith,  C.  J.  Brown.  Common 
Council,  Thomas  Paskett,  President;  AVilliam  Donald,  Clerk;  AA’iliiam  A.  Bes- 
ley,  Timothy  Mahoney,  Charles  Schuart,  AA'iiliam  Stanton,  C.  G.  Clark,  J. 
C.  Fagan,  J.  Felgemaker,  John  Sbehau,  Conrad  Diehl,  J.  P.  MMcalf,  Adam 
Minnig,  W.  Zuck,  Robert  Dill,  D.  P.  Ensign,  Thomti^  Paskett,  AA'alter  Scott, 
Charles  H.  Barth,  Y.  D.  Eichenlaub,  C.  P.  Haskins,  R.  Liebel,  A.  S.  Lovett, 
J.  M.  Skinner,  Xavier  AA'olf. 

1882 — JosepJi  VIcCarter,  Mayor;  Select  Council,  AA'iiliam  T.  Smith,  Presi- 
dent; Thomas  Hanlon,  Clerk;  Frank  Gunnison,  George  Schlaudecker,’  J.  K.'’ 
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Sherwood,  Thomas  Paskett,  ’William  T.  Smith,  R.  LieboJ.  Common  Council, 
AValter  Scott,  PrGsiflput:  'William  Donald,  Clerk;  Frank  W.  Grant,  James 
Hunter,  John  lUuIcahoy,  William  Stanton,  M.  Bellenline,  S.  ICirschnor,  Jacob 
Sandusky,  P.  J,  Schotten,  Conrad  Diehl,  J.  P.  Metcalf,  A.  Minni",  J.  W".  Zuck, 
Frederick  Diehl,  H.  F.  Kerber,  E.  L.  Pelton,  Walter  Scott,  H.  'W.  Dewitt, 
Peter  Peverson,  John  Zurn,  M.  Baumeister,  A.  S.  Lovett,  I\.  T.  "Walker,  Xavier 
'Wolf. 

18S3 — Philip  A.  Becker.  Mayor;  Sedect  Council,  J.  R.  Sherwood,  Presi- 
dent; Thomas  Hanlon,  Clerk;  Frank  Gunnison.  E.  C.  Sieo'el,  J.  R.  Sherwood, 
"Walter  Scott,  AV.  T.  Smith.  R Liel>el.  Common  Council,  IT.  AY.  Dewitt,  Pres- 
ident; AVilliam  Donald,  Clerk;  Frank  AY.  Grant,  Timothy  Alahoneyp  John  MuF 
cahoy,  John  A.  Reynokks,  C S.  Alarks,  John  J.  AIcKinleyp  P.  J.  Schotten, 
AYilliam  J.  AYatkins,  Conrad  Diehl,  Prank  Ak  Kepler,  J.  P.  Aletcalf,  J.  AY. 
Zuck,  R.  E.  Clemens,  Frederick  Diehl.  AVilliam  Rowai'd.  J.  D.  Tuohy,  II.  AA^. 
Dewitt,  Jacob  Kaltenbach,  Rudolph  Phister.  AYilliam  Strieker’,  Nick  Blass, 
Chris  F.  Conrad,  Jacob  Schultz.  Jacob  Stritzinger. 

City  2'reaRurers. — 1851,  R,  Huston;  1852-58,  G.  A.  Bennett;  1859-01, 
John  Law;  1862-06,  H.  Pelton;  1807-75,  L.  Dobbins;  1870-79,  M.  Flartleb; 
1880-83,  John  Boyle. 

City  Coni  rotters. — 1807-82,  Pressley  Arbuckle;  1883, Eugene  Metz. 

City  Solicitors.- — 1851-59,  Elisha  Babbitt;  1800.  C.  AY.  Kelso;  1861-05, 
John  P.  ATncent;  I860.  D.  B.  J.  Sterrett;  1807-70,  Elisha  B.abbitt;  1871, 
James  Sill;  1872,  G.  A,  Alien;  1873-75.  G.  AY.  Lathy  & Son;  1870,  Cam- 
phausen  & liamb;  1877-83,  Theodore  A.  Lamb. 

City  Engineers. — 1851-59,  Samuel  Low;  i860,  R.  F.  Gaggin;  1801-63, 
Samuel  Low;  1804,  John  H.  Zvliller;  1805,  AA"'ilson  King;  1806-70,  G.  W.  F. 
Sherwin;  1871-7-1,  A.  .-A.  Gray;  1875-77.  Irvin  Camp;  iS7S-81,  AY.  AA".  Brig- 
den;  1882,  George  L.  Aloody;  1883,  Irvin  Camp. 

High  Constables. — 1851-52,  Amos  C.  Landen;  1853-58,  Joseph  Deamer; 
1859-00,  Thomas  Dillon;  1861,  Joseph  Deamer.  The  othce  was  then  abolished 
and  the  duties  thereoi’  devolved  upon  the  Sergeant-at  Arms. 

Sergeants-af-Arms. — 1SG2-05.  AY.  L.  Lapsley;  1800,  Thomas  Wilkins; 
1807-08,  John  AA""ilkins;  lSOO-82,  G.  D.  Tinkcum;  1883,  John  Eberlo. 

Chiefs  of  Police. — 1855.  S.  L.  Foster;  1850-58,  Willard  Braley;  1859,  R. 
SI.  Butterheld;  1800-62,  H.  L.  Brown;  1803-09,  Thomas  Crowley;  1870.  W.  H. 
Harris;  ISTI  \\  alter  H,  Smith;  1872-70,  Joseph  Blenner;  1877-83,  Thomas 
Crowley. 

Chiefs  of  Fire  ] lepartnuni . — 1851,  S.  T.  Nelson;  1852,  A.  P.  Durlin; 
1853,  G.  A.  Bennett;  1854,  James  Kennedy;  1855,  J.  B.  Gunnison;  1850, 
Thomas  Alagill;  1S57-5S,  G.  A Bennett;  ISoO-Gl,  AYilliam  Aluvray;  1SG2-0-4, 
G.  A.  Bennett;  1805-00,  J.  S.  Stafford;  1807,  Fred  Gingenbach;  ISOS,  AYilliam 
Murray;  1869-70,  G.  A.  Bennett;  1871-76,  James  L.  Irwin;  1877-83,  J.  A. 
Moser. 

Harbor  ^[astcrs. — 1851,  Andrew  Scott;  1852,  George  Aliles;  1853,  Daniel 
Dobbins;  1854,  George  Aliles;  1855,  E.  J.  Ames;  1850,  Joseph  Deamer;  1857, 
Alichael  Henry;  1858-62,  James  Dunlap;  first  part  of  1803,  John  Carse,  and 
latter  part  Alichaei  Henry;  1804-70,  James  Dunlap;  1871,  Harrison  Foster; 
1872-77,  James  Dunlap;  1878,  At.  AY.  Hogan;  1879,  James  Atkinson;  1880-83, 
James  Dunlap. 

Clerks  of  Meat  and  Vegetable  Mai-ket. — 1851-52,  Amos  C.  Landen;  1853, 
Joseph  Deamer;  1854,  George  Aliles;  1855,  E.  J.  Ames;  1850-58,  Joseph 
Deamer;  1859.  John  Lover;  1860-01.  Thomas  Dillon;  1802-05,  AYilliam  L. 
Lapsley;  1806-03,  John  AYilkins;  1860-80,  G.  D.  Tinkcom;  ISSl,  Adam 
Herscb;  1882-83,  Y.  D.  Eichenlaub. 
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Health  Ojjicer. — Dr.  E.  IV.  Gonner  lias  filled  tills  position  from  187E  up 
to  tlie  present  time. 

Superintendents  of  Sti'ccts  and  SideiualLs. — 1S79-S0,  Matthias  DeDel; 
!S81-8li,  John  Warren;  1SS3,  James  Leask. 

tv  A TEH  WORK?. 

The  first  water  works  in  Erie  were  a sma  ll  affair  consisting  merely  of  a line  of 
wooden  pipes,  or  “pump  logs,'’  laid  to  convey  the  water  into  town  by  gravitation, 
and  distribute  it  to  several  small  public  reservoirs  provided  for  lire  purposes, 
and  to  a very  small  number  of  private  patrons,  the  water  being  obtained  from 
a large  spring  on  the  Reed  farm  or  “ Eerst  place,”  just  south  of  the  Buffalo 
road  and  west  of  Parade  street.  These  works,  constructed  in  1841,  though 
insignificant  in  comparison  with  those  of  to-day,  w'ero  useful,  in  their  time, 
but  were  discontinued  upon  the  construction  of  the  present  ones.  By  the  leg- 
islative act.  approved  March  lb,  iSGo.  John  W.  Shannon  with  certain  other 
citizens  of  Erie  were  incorporated  under  the  title  of  the  “Erie  Water  and 
Gas  Company,”  and  soon  afterward  organized  for  business.  The  authorized 
capital  was  $100,000,  but  the  company  was  privileged  to  increase  its  capital  to 
any  amount  necessary  to  build  and  maintain  water  and  gas  works  at  Erie. 

On  the  l6th  of  July,  1S66,  the  City  Councils  appointed  a committee  to 
procure  the  services  of  a competent  engineer  “ to  examine  and  report  to  the 
Councils  plans  for  both  sewerao;e  and  water.”  H.  P.  M.  Birkinbine,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, Penn.,  was  secured,  and  made  a report  February  23,  1867,  which  put 
the  cost  of  erecting  water  works  at  $350,000,  the  water  to  be  taken  from  the 
bay  of  Presrpte  Isle. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  1867,  the  Councils  directed  the  Mayor  to  make  a 
contract  with  the  “ Erie  M.'ater  and  Gas  Company,”  to  supply  the  city  with 
water  for  twenty  years,  beginning  July  1,  1868,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  the 
Works  could  be  completed,  but  obliging  said  company  to  finish  the  same 
within  two  years  from  the  dale  of  contract.  The  city  agreed  to  pay  an  annual 
rent  of  $9,000  for  fifty  fire  pings,  but  said  Water  and  Gas  Company  was  not 
to  commence  the  erection  of  the  works  for  one  year  from  the  date  of  contract, 
while  the  city  reserved  the  right  of  erecting  its  own  water  works  ])rovided  it 
began  iheir  construction  within  the  year,  said  contract  to  be  void  in  such  case. 
It  also  reserved  the  )ight  of  purchasing  any  works  that  might  be  erected  by 
this  company,  at  any  time  within  five  years  from  date  of  contract.  Nothing 
came  of  this  arrangement,  as  the  city  subseqirently  concluded  to  erect  its  own 
water  works. 

jMnch  opposition  was  aroused  against  the  proposed  improvement,  and  the 
assertion  freely  made  that  besides  the  works  being  too  expensive  the  water 
from  the  bay  wa,s  unfit  for  domestic  uses,  because  the  bay  was  the  natural 
reservoir  for  the  filth  and  sewerage  of  the  city.  Many  advocated  bringing  the 
water  from  Lake  Pleasant,  or  from  the  springs  and  head-waters  of  the 
streams  south  of  Erie.  The  majority,  however,  were  in  favor  of  erecting  the 
works  on  the  bay,  and  an  act  was  procured  and  approved  April  4,  1867,  pro- 
viding for  the  appointment  of  three  “ ^Tater  Commissioners  ” to  control  the 
erection,  maintenance  and  management  of  w'ater  works  in  Erie,  the  city  to 
furnish  money  for  said  Commissioners  to  carry  out  the  proposed  improvement. 
Under  this  act,  AVilliam  L.  Scott,  Henry  Rawle  and  William  AV.  Reed  wore 
appointed  by  the  court,  and  organized  June  14,  1807.  Mr.  Birkinbine  was 
selected  as  the  engineer  to  plan  and  superintend  the  construction  of  the  works. 
After  examining  the  plans  used  in  several  cities,  the  Commissioners  adopted  in 
July  that  in  operation  in  Detroit,  Mich,  but  in  September  it  was  dis- 


■■■'“'  ■:.  ' ■ ■ -.,.  ' ' >V'''  '-‘  w.  ■ /V'-'''i'‘  ''u^^^  ''  ''  h-^  ,h^:  "ft 

■■ifelijt'lu^l  Jo  J^yr  -{j0jt;|4 


vi;^j7tv4J'  ,,U'3£  "t«^ ^ 
•'J?*!*! ' ’^4^  > JX  • 4»Dfe>  • ' •'* 

'I'fiiUo  tili/f  ^jcu'slyj# 

-•  h4«.  «,4i  !p  ; 

ijM.xi:»;cj!iXjij/^ 
t>^ 

a.|.  »•»'—  “•'*.;?»««,. 


.J.  ,-  ,.  tvix  4^?  l OiWi  ctO; 

,5tt  '«^s4V4i9w'oiS  «'u^^ 

* ""  'amrnZ^, 

odl  h&fr,  4iW«»w4'<ai  fca9000Tai^44i;4*aia«fi  « ‘iVi?'  ,7 ; 

Uitirlaa  Sj  r«?rS 


' ^3 


■^®il 


»fg~ip3 


644 


HISTORY  OF  EKTli:  COUNTY. 


carJcci  in  favor  of  tbo  present  iilau  ilevisod  and  recormnejuled  by  INTr.  Eirk- 
inbino. 

Tho  location  of  tbo  stand-pipe  at  tbo  foot  of  Cbostnnt  street  was  agreed 
upon  ill  Xuveniber.  iStiT,  autl  a contract  was  made  for  tbo  eugiaes  tbo  same 
roontb,  Vv'ilfi  the  YVost  Engine  Com) 'any,  of  Norristown.  Penn.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1807,  tbo  contract  for  tbo  stand-pi]')0  was  given  to  the  Erie  Ciry  Iron 
YVorks;  earlv  in  IbGS,  Jobu  YL  Ivuhn  was  awarded  tlio  erection  of  tbe  build- 
in.g3  and  stand-pipe  towc-r,  ’.vliilo  at  tbe  same  time  Capt,  James  Dunlap  veas 
given  tbe  crib  work.  Tbe  work  began  April  7,  180S,  and  progressed  steadily 
and  rapidly.  In  Tlay.  ISOS.  YY’illi.am  L.  Scott  was  succeeded  as  YY' a ter  Commis- 
sioner by  John  C.  Seblen.  At  the  close  of  ISOS,  one  engine  began  pumjnng, 
and  by  the  end  of  1S09  tbe  works  were  completed,  consisting  of  an  engine 
bouse,  a boiler  bouse,  stand  pipetovrer.  smoke-stack,  crib-work,  and  machinery, 
at  a total  cost  of  about  8075,000. 

Tbe  engine  bouse  is  a solid  brick  structure,  witli  stone  foundation,  00x05 
feet  square  and  sixty-live  feet  in  height,  surmounted  by  an  octagonal  turret 
fourteen  feet  high.  Tbe  boiler  bouse  is  50x00  feet  square  and  twelve  feet  high; 
smoke-stnek  fourteen  feet  square  at  tbe  l>ottom  and  100  feet  in  height,  with  a 
draft  of  twonty-bve  feet.  Tbe  staud-piue  tower,  built  to  inclose  the  stand- 
pipe, is  octagonal  in  shape.  Forty-five  feet  above  its  foundation,  tbrongbuut 
which  distance  tbe  tower  is  brick,  a belt  of  stone  fi^e  feet  high  is  placed-, 
thence  upward  it  is  a circular  brick  tcuver.  Its  total  height  is  217  feet,  and  its 
total  elevation  237  feet  above  the  surface  of  tbe  bay,  while  air  additional  six- 
teen feet  has  been  added  to  the  stand-jiipe  since  its  erection,  making  it  253  feet 
above  tbe  water  level — the  bigbest  stand-pipe  in  tbe  world.  Ax  spiral  stairway 
in  tbe  interior  ascends  to  tbo  top  of  tbe  tower,  wliicb  is  suitably  decked  and 
inclosed  by  an  iron  railing.  Tbe  visitor  may  here  obtain  tbe  finest  view  im- 
aginable of  the  city,  harbor  and  lake. 

Tbo  works  are  operated  by  two  “Cornish  Bull”  engines  of  tbe  finest  make, 
driveir  by  eight  doulde-fiue  boilers.  Tbe  pumping  capacity  of  these  works  is 
about  5,000,on0  gallon.s  daily,  but  at  present  one  engine  is  usually  found  suffi- 
cient for  pumping  purposes,  the  Commissioners  wisely  saving  tbo  other  to 
guard  against  accidents  which  might  cut  off  tbe  water  supply.  Tbe  most 
marked  feature  of  the  Erie  YVater  YVorks  are  their  completeue.ss,  solidity,  and 
durability,  combined  with  cheapness  of  consti'nctiou  and  efficiency,  wliicb  is 
unquestionably  due  to  tbe  genius  of  the  accomplished  engineer  wiio  planned 
and  supervised  tbe  building  of  them,  as  well  as  to  tbe  Y\' ater  Commissioners  in 
charge  at  tbe  time,  more  especially  YY'iliiam  YV.  Heed,  whose  whole  time  and 
attention  was  devoted  to  the  enterprise  from  tbe  beginning  of  the  works  until 
their  completion. 

Tbo  reservoir  located  on  Twenty-sixth  street,  between  Chestnut  and  Cherry, 
has  a capacity  of  33,<J0O,0O0  gallons.  In  tbo  fall  of  1872,  tbe  YY'ater  Commis- 
sioners purchased  seven  acre.s  of  land  at  that  point,  whereon  they  constructed 
tbe  reservoir,  tbe  bottom  of  which  is  210  feet  above  tbe  surface  of  tbe  bay, 
while  the  water  is  kept  at  an  average  depth  of  twenty-live  feet.  At  tbe  present 
time  tbe  city  has  forty-three  miles  of  water  mains,  and  213  fire  hydrants,  which 
affords  a first-class  water  supply  for  all  purposes.  Tbe  water  is  taken  from  be- 
tween two  piers,  at  about  midway  between  tbo  surface  and  tbe  bottom,  of  the 
bay,  in  a depth  of  twelve  feet:  and  Deeembe-r  31,  1882,  there  were  4,087  pa- 
trons' on  tbe  books  of  tbe  department. 

Since  tbe  works  were  finished,  many  improvements  have  been  made,  one  of 
the  mo.st  importaiit  being  the  putting  in  of  new  boilers  in  lS80,  their  removal 
further  south  in  tbe  building  and  the  construction  of  a switch  railroad  track 
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running  through  the  center  of  the  huilcling  between  the  engine  room  and 
tlie  boilers,  whereby  car  loads  of  coal  are  brouglit  right  to  the  furnace  doors, 
and  ail  1 abovions  handling  and  hauling  done  away  with.  Up  to  1SS3,  no  spe- 
cial eUbrt  was  made  to  improve  the  grounds  around  the  ^vater  works,  but  the 
CV'inniissioners  in  otliee  this  year  began  the  work  of  iinprovomont,  and  have 
p)'ogressed  so  far  as  to  complete  the  road  down  the  hill,  also  grade  and  sod  the 
l<auk  to  a point  half  way  between  Chestnut  and  Myrtle  streets,  the  limit  of 
their  jurisdiction,  and  sod  tl;e  lower  portion  of  the  grounds.  Trees  ha\e  been 
])lautod  all  over  the  grounds,  under  control  of  the  department,  while  the  whole 
has  been  laid  out  under  a general  plan,  in  contemplation  of  a drive-way  being 
built  along  the  bay  front  of  the  city. 

Tiie  AVater  Commissioners  since  tlie  establishment  of  the  works  have  been 
as  follows:  William  L.  Scott,  1867-OS;  Henry  Itawle,  1807-72;  AA^illiam  Y\h 
Heed,  1SG7-79;  John  C.  Selden,  180S-72;  Mathew  R.  Barr,  1872-77;  John 
Gensheimer,  1S72-78,  J.  M.  Bryant,  1S78-S1;  M.  Liebel,  1877-83;  G.  W.  F. 
Sherwin,  1S79-S5;  Benjamin  Whitman,  ISSI-S-I. 

The  following  exhibit  shows  the  amount  of  coal  consumed,  cost  of  coal, 
water  pumped,  etc.,  from  the  construction  of  the  works  to  the- close  of  1882: 


YDAltS. 

Tons  Coat  L on- 
sunied. 

Cost  of  Coal. 

Gallons  of  "Water 
Pumpctl. 

Oallons  Raised 
to  the  Reservoir 
by  one  pound 
of  Coal. 

1868 

59.1 

§ 309  61 

1869 

5-14.4 

4,818  48 

1870 

1,004.5 

5,159  10 

246  648,960 

1871 

P422.7 

7.117  00 

279!368j495 

168.45 

1872 

1,308.5 

6,528  60 

305,076,000 

160,96 

1873 

1.672.0 

8,412  65 

384,062.415 

114.81 

1874 

1 .759.0 

7.709  .54 

444,817,395 

126.44 

1875 

1,8:-16.4 

8,657  61 

531,005.475 

145  57 

1876 

1.856.0 

8.925  22 

670,726,650 

l‘^0.G8 

1877 

2,456,6 

8,o09  38 

660,981,810 

135,74 

1878 

2,463.3 

7.945  37 

682,392.315 

l:u;.49 

1879 

2,628.1 

7,428  92 

807,800,-100 

153.68 

1880 

3,076).  1 

6,978  41 

775,805,250 

120.01 

1881 ■ 

3,430.:l 

6,517  58 

975,640.934 

142.20 

1882 

2. 988  2 

5,355  93 

829,759,260 

139.77 

This  exhibit  shows  the  aurount  of  water  rents  collected  each  year  since  the 


commencement  of  the  works  to  the  close  of  1882; 

Amount  Keeeived. 

From  .January  1,  1869,  to  December  61.  1869 J4,964  47 

From  .Jiiuuary  I.  DSTU,  to  December  6l . 1870 9,667  60 

F’rom  January  1,  1871,  to  December  31,  1871 18,D18  08 

From  January  1,  1876,  to  December  31.  1872 21.(i-72  68 

From  January  1,  1876,  to  December  31,  1873 2.0, -560  40 

From  January  1,  1874,  to  December  31,1874 27,938  90 

From  January  1,  187-5,  to  December  31,  1875 29,639  ;38 

From  January  1,  1870,  to  December  31,  187t3 31,048  76 

From  Janu.ar}'  ],  1877,  to  December  31,1877 32,276  -57 

From  January  1,  1878,  tu  December  61,  1878 29,636  01 

From  January  1,  1879,  to  December  31,  1879 33,343  20 

From  January  1,  1880,  to  December  31,  1880 37,:-i8-3  00 

F’rom  January  1,  1881,  to  December  31,  1881 .' 40,385  87 

From  Janu.ary  1,  1882,  to  December  31, 1882 4.3,818  73 

Total  water  rents  leceived ?384,380  35 


) 
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FIRK  UEPABTilENT. 

Tho  Active  Fire  Company,  organized  ]'’eln-uary  22,  tS2G,  was  the  iirst  effort 
made  in  Erie  toward  protecting  the  properly  of  the  it*»wu  against  the  iiery  ele- 
ment. The  roll  of  membership  included  nearly  all  the  grown  male  residents 
of  the  borough,  with  R.  S.  Hoed,  Erosideut  and  Chief  Engineer;  Daniel  J^ob- 
bins,  Second  Engineer;  E.  D.  Gunnison,  Secretary;  John  Kiddell,  Treasurer. 
Tho  company  was  first  furnished  with  buckets,  but  subsequently  the  town  pur- 
chased a small  tire  engine,  which  did  service  for  soruo  years.  Other  com- 
panies of  later  date  were  as  follows:  Tied  Jacket  Eire  Company  No.  i,  organ- 
ized in  1837;  Perry  and  Eagle  Fire  Companies,  formed  in  JSdP;  Mechanics 
No.  3,  formed  in  1844;  Vulcan,  formed  in  1S4S;  Phosni':  Hook  and  Ladder 
Company,  formed  in  1S52:  Parade  Street  Company,  formed  in  1861.  The  city 
has  had  a tire  organization  with  generrd  officers  since  1861,  but  for  the  fij.’st  ten 
years  was  not  very  effective. 

The  present  tire  protection  of  Erie  consists  of  tho  following  apparatus: 
Steamer  “ Keystone,”  on  Parade  street,  between  Eleventh  and  Twelfth,  wliich 
has  been  in  use  for  about  twenty  years,  but  has  now  no  company;  Steamer  No. 
1,  “ D.  T.  Jones,”  l”irstWard  Eng'ino  House  on  Fifth  street,  between  State  and 
Frendi,  v,-as  purchased  in  IMarch,  1878,  from  the  Silsbi  6Ianufactnring  Com- 
pany of  Seneca  Falls,  N.  Y-;  Steamer  No.  3, TV illiam  L.  Scott,’’  Third  Ward, 
Peach  street  between  Thirteenth  and  Fourteenth,  i.s  also  a SiLby  engine,  and 
was  purchased  in  June,  18S2,  each  of  these  engines  costing  nearly  ^'4,000. 
There  is  a hose  company  located  in  each  of  the  six  wards,  and  the  Hook  and 
.Ladder  Company  No.  1,  at  the  Peach  Sueet  Engine  House,  where  tliere  is  a 
beautiful  Hayes  truck  which  cost  33,000.  The  department  has  about  5,500 
feet  of  hose,  and  employs  forty-eight  men  and  thirteen  horses;  has  tifteen 
miles  of  telegraph  wire  in  use,  and  thirty  lire  alarm  stations.  There  is  one 
hose  cart  which  has  been  in  use  about  four  years,  and  live  new  hose  carriages 
that  arrived  at  Erie  in  September,  1883,  ami  which  cost  $525  each.  Six  brick 
engine  houses  are  used  by  the  department,  tho  largest  being  tho  one  on  Peach 
street,  the  headquarters  of  the  chief. 

The  Erie  Fire  Department  is  governed  by  the  following  officers:  Chief 

Engiuee)',  J.  Adam  Moser;  First  Assistant,  TVilliam  Schado;  Second  Assistant, 
A,  H.  Conkey.  Tho  Board  of  Engineers  is  composed  of  the  chief  and  his  as- 
sistants, the  foreman  of  each  hose  company  and  hook  and  ladder  company, 
also  the  engineers  of  the  steam  fire  engines.  It  meets  at  the  headquarters  of 
the  lire  department,  Third  TVard  Engine  House,  on  tho  tirst  Sunday  of  each 
month.  The  furnishings  are  all  first  class,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  depart- 
ment is  recognized  as  second  to  none  in  Northwestern  Pennsylvania. 

JtAEKETS. 

Wednesday  and  Saturday  mornings  are  tho  regular  vegetable  and  meat 
market  days  in  Erie.  The  farmers  and  hucksters  line  the  oast  side  of  State 
street  from  Twelfth  to  North  I’ark  Row,  their  wuigous  tilled  with  all  kinds  of 
market  jiroduce.  Here  they  stand  from!  o’clock  in  the  morning  until  2 o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  t’ue  sidewalk  crowded  with  buyers  going  from  wagon  to  wagon, 
selecting  and  dickeriirg  for  what  they  want.  During  market  hours,  the  side- 
walk is  scarcely  passable,  so  crowded  is  it  with  sellers  and  purchasers.  The 
market  clerk  goes  the  rounds  collecting  a small  fee  from  each  stand,  which  is 
paid  for  the  privilege  of  being  allowed  to  sell  their  produce  inside  the  city 
limits,  wdule  a penalty  is  imposed  for  an  evasion  of  the  law. 

Tho  hay  market  is  on  Twelfth  between  State  and  Peach  streets,  and  the 
wood  market  immediately  east  between  State  and  French  streets.  There  is  also 
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r.  clerk  of  llioso  markets,  and  a fee  is  charged  each  wagou  for  standing  room. 
The  city  possesses  no  market  houses  at  the  present  time,  but  the  vegetable  and 
meat  market  has  V'eeoine  so  objectional.ile  to  the  State  street  merchants  that  the 
day  is  not  far  distant  ^vhea  some  other  market. place  awaj’  from  the  business 
center  will  irave  to  be  selected  by  the  city  authorities. 

POLICE. 

This  department  is  well  organized  and  under  tho  charge  of  an  efiicient 
head.  It  consists  of  seventeen  ofacers  and  the  chief,  Thomas  Crowley,  the 
whole  force  being  equipiied  in  suitable  uniforms.  Tho  police  headquarters 
is  a hvo-story  frame  building  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Seventh  and  Peach 
streets,  ^Yhich  is  centrally  located  and  kept  in  tho  neatest  order.  Tho  city  is 
patrolled  day  and  night,  and  so  vigilant  is  the  force  that  few  breaches  of  the 
peace  escape  detection:  and  its  efficiency  is  a wholesome  check  on  evil-doers,  as 
well  as  a vigorous  antidote  for  crime. 


FINANCI.VL  EXHIBIT. 


Statement  of  receipts  and  disbursments  of  the  City  Treasurer  for  the  fiscal 
year  ending  December  31,  1SS2; 


18S3,  January  1,  JolmPuyle.  Treasurer,  balance  lastsettle- 


rnent 6 27,005  03 

Collection  of  taxe.s  for  18S2 17(3, 4-16  79 

Collection  county  licenses 4,1D6  16 

Collection  judgments 9,415  77 


J-iceii.w-,fine-e  etc. — Dog  tax,  .S2.95.52;  buteliers,.S378;  teams, 

S539  ; peddlers,  .S293..50;  building  permits,  615  ; auction, 

S25;  Upera  House,  C75 ; fireworks,  §11 ; shows,  823.50 ; 
city  markets — Eichenhiub,  8900 ; liersli  cc  Doll,  .8247.50; 
hav  and  wood  markets — M.  Xicholes,  8333.34;  1). 

^^Tek.s,  8112.50 ; circus,  .^100 3,403  86 

Penalty  tax,  1382,  .85:39.82;  Suite  tax,  82,151.20;  temporary 


loans,  820,000 22,691  03 

Property  assessed  for  jiaving  Hinth  street,  816,816.05;  as- 
sessed Twelfth  street,  81,308.35 18,184  41 

Property  assessed  for  sewers,  Ttvelftli  street,  8436;  Slate 
street,  8515.54;  Poplar  street,  8553,22;  Tenth  street, 

§777.35;  Xintli  Street,  8S33.5G;  Sassafras  street,  8892.68 

Panide  and  IVallace  Streets,  §81.90 4,090  95 

Taxes  of  1879-80-81 19,170  53 

Ali.scellaneous,§l,7-14.5G;  taxliens,  844 1.788  56 


CREDIT. 


■\Varr:iiits  redeemed  and  canceled .816-1,162  09 

Interest  paid  on  indorsed  warnuits 765  07 

Interest  paid  on  bonds 81.872  00 

Interest  paid  on  state  tax 2,771  16 

Eebate  for  earl.v  payment  tax 3,619  57 

Kefunded  for  overpaid  tux 57  43 


8286,333  13 


253  247  42 


Balance  cash  in  treasury 


$33,085  71 


TREA.StUlER’.S  STATIJMENT  OF  WATER  COMMI.SSIOXERS’  ACCOUNT. 

1883,  January  1,  John  Boyle,  Treasurer,  last  siateinent 8 2,080  63 

John  Boyle,  Treasurer,  received  during  the  year 44,493  53 

8-16,578  15 

Credit — Paid  orders  of  Water  Commissioners 44,112  69 

Balance  in  treasury 2.460  46 

29 
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IIISTORr  OF  ERIE  COUNTY. 


ASSETS  AND  LLUJILITIES  OF  THE  CITY,  OANUARA’  1,  1883. 

Liabilities— liond  account SJ, 221. 100  00 

Less  sinkin^^  fund 55,000  00 

1,106,100  00 

IVarrants  in  cii'cnlation 1.717  17 

Accrued  and  accruing  interest 30,000  00 


61,307,817  17 

Assets — Uncollected  tax .$41,651  24 

j^ess  estimates  for  executor  and  fees  4.000  00  637,651  24 

.Tudginent  account 1.5,905  SO 

Lstate.  doubtful 3, .500  00  12,495  80 

Cash  in  trea.sury 33,085  71  83,233  84 


City  debt .$1,114,584  33 


The  following  is  a statement  of  the  taxes  levied  for  municipal  purposes  in 
the  city  of  Erie  for  1S.S3,  together  with  the  alterations  made  therein ; 


WARDS. 

Valuation. 

= 1 

>4  = 

'A 

o 

o 

r. 

II 

"S  . 

a?  ** 

II 

c.  - 

1i 

II 

Not  tax,  jl 

i 

First 

$2,164,980  $ 98,880 

35,1S‘3  33 

$ 917  24 

$114 

i 

$ 799  33  $ 893  89 

$ 3.4,520  61 

Second . . . 

2,592,U3 

83,200 

4*>  10O  Qo 

1,288  00 

670  44 

1,547  09 

41,185  55 

Third  .... 

3,518.030 

140,990 

'57,185  34 

1,670  08 

1,194  29 

1,593  38 

56,068  32 

Fourth 

2,798,220 

39,235 

4.5,471  08 

1,080  04 

$108 

318  76 

5-39  85 

45,800  14 

Fifth 

98.3,024 

■ 

335,606 

1.5,648  61 

388  55 

2,720  51 

144  63 

13,166  CO 

Sixth 

1,001,9.54 

167,855 

17,256  70 

1,010  28 

1,363  80 

no  47 

10,796  22 

Totals. . . . 

$13,099,297 

1 

$871,326  $212,867  99 

1 

1 

.SCI, 360  19 

«23'3 

$7,079  13 

$4,830  31 

$207,537  44 

The  changes  made  in  duplicates  as  per  statement  thereof,  make  the  net 
amorxnt  of  the  duplicates  to  be  charged  to  the  receiver  of  taxes  as  follows: 
First  Ward,. $34, 422,  35;  Second  V/ard,  $11,174.19;  Third  Ward,  $56,098.39; 
Fourth  Ward,  $45,800.14:  Filth  Ward,  $13,158.70;  Sixth  Ward,  $16,796.22. 
Total,  $207,449,99. 


CIIAPTEE  ]Y. 

First  Pre.sbvtef.ian  Chukch. 

AS  early  as  1802,  at  Presque  Isle,  or  Erietown,as  it  was  variously  called,  a Pres- 
byterian congregation  not  then  organized  into  a church  sought  ministerial 
seiwices  from  the  Presbytery  of  Erie,  which  had  been  organized  the  year  be- 
fore. In  1803,  in  connection  with  Upper  and  Lower  Greenlield,  it  extended  a 
call  to  Kev.  Itobert  Patterson,  although  for  some  reason  the  call  seems  not  to 
have  been  prosecuted,  or  at  least  his  services  not  secured  for  the  cor:gregalion 
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at  Erietosvn.  Eev.  ■Johustou  Eaton,  who  had  been  licensed  to  preach  Angnst 
22,  1S05,  came  i}>  iSUb  into  Erie  County,  and  preached  Ids  tirst  sermon  ‘‘in  a 
sjoall  log  tavern  at  the  month  of  'Walnut  Creek,  kept  by  Capt.  Swan.”  The 
fragment  of  an  old  journal  recites  something  of  his  early  experience: 
“Preached  three  mouths  t(j  the  congregations  of  Erietown,  Springtield  and 
Mill  Creek,  beginning  July,  ISOO,  at  >3'J0  per  pUEirtor. ” After  this  rve  have 
no  account  of  regularly  sustained  services  at  Erietown  for  several  year.s. 

In  lyio,  an  engagement  was  made  with  Kev.  J.  Eaton  to  give  one-tbird  of 
his  time  to  the  congregation  at  Erie.  The  remainder  of  his  time  was  divided 
between  Fairview  and  North  East. 

In  September.  ISlo,  the  church  was  regularly  organized,  services  were  then 
held  and  for  awhile  subsequently  in  the  old  coiui  house.  This  was  the  general 
rendezvous  for  public  services  of  all  kind.s.  Judah  Colt,  who  was  a prominent 
member  of  the  church,  and  one  of  its  Elders,  had  erected  on  Sassafras  street, 
where  is  now  the  residence  of  IVilliam  Bell,  Esq.,  a frame  building,  which  was 
used  in  part  for  school  purposes.  This  became  the,  first  regular  place  of  wor- 
ship for  the  new  church,  and  was  familiarly  known  for  many  year.s  as  “ the 
yellow  meeting-house.” 

Among  the  most  p'rorninent  of  the  early  members  of  the  church  and  con- 
p'l’co-ation  were-  Judah  Colt,  Giles  Sanford,  Fiobert  McClelland,  Thomas  Laird, 
John  Evans,  John  Grubb,  William  Arbuekle,  George  Selden.  Piobert  and 
George  Davison,  Samuel  Hays,  George  A.  Eliot,  Thomas  H.  Sill,  Joseph  M. 
Sterrett.  Other  leading  citizens,  such  as  P.  S.  Y.  Hamot,  had  sittings  in  the 
church,  and  contributed  to  the  support  of  worship. 

In  ISIS.  Rev.  J.  Eaton  gave  one-half  of  his  time  to  the  church  at  Erie,  the 
other  hrdf  being  devoted  to  the  church  at  Fairvietv.  I’uis  arrangement  con- 
tinued for  five  years. 

A^pril  13,  IS25,  Rev.  David  McKinney,  a graduate  of  Jelienson  College,  and 
a licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Pliiladoipbia,  was  ordained  and  installed 
pastor  of  the  First  Church  of  Erie.  Rev.  Timothy  Alden  pireached  the  sermon 
and  Rev.  Samuel  Tail  delivered  the  charges.  This  relation  continued  until 
April  22,  1S29,  when  at  his  own  request  it  was  dissolved.  In  182-1,  a brick 
edifice,  large  and  commodious  for  tlie  existing  wants  of  the  society,  was  built 
upon  the  site  of  the  jiresent  edifice. 

Jiidah  Colt,  whose  interest  in  the  church  was  unflagging,  gave  the  society 
the  use  of  a room  in  a block  owned  by  himself  on  French  street  for  evening 
pirayer  meetings.  After  his  death,  a building  known  as  the  session  room,  was 
built  adjoining  the  church,  and  used  for  social  worship. 

Re^.  George  A.  Lyon,  of  Dickinson  College  and  Princeton  Theological 
Seminary,  was  ordained  by  the  Presbytery  of  Erie,  and  installed  pastor  of  the 
First  Church  on  the  btli  of  September.  1S29.  Rev.  Giles  Doolittle,  of  North 
East,  preached  the  sermon,  and  Rev.  Wells  Bushnell  and  Rev.  Thomas  Ander- 
son delivered  the  charges. 

Large  accessions  were  made  to  the  church  during  1831-32,  years  which 
were  marked  by  great  religious  interest  tln'onghont  the  country.  In  1857, 
more  than  a hundred  were  received  at  one  time  as  the  fruits  of  a revival,  and 
in  1SG5  ninetv  were  added  in  the  same  manner. 

At  the  gx'eat  division  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  1838,  the  First  Church 
attached  itself  to  the  'New  School  Assembly. 

On  June  14,  1859,  the  corner-stone  of  the  })i'eseut  elaborate  and  beautiful 
church  edifice  was  laid.  The  building  committee  consisted  of  D.  S.  Clark, 
Josiah  I’ollansbee.  P.  G.  Finn  and  Samuel  A.  Davenport.  The  building  was 
not  wholly  finished  until  February  20,  1802.  Tlio  basement  lecture  room 
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was  completed  and  occupied  for  religious  services  Marcb  25,  I860.  Tbo 
Sabbath  congregations  continued  to  worship  there  until  the  u]>per  audience 
room  was  dedicated  February  26,  1862.  The  lirst  Elders  of  the  church 
wore  Judah  Colt  and  George  Selden.  In  1862.  there  were  elected  John 
Dunlap,  Alexander  5IcCieliand,  Samuel  Love  and  YVilliam  Arbuclde.  In  1857, 
'William  Himrod.  J.  D.  Clark,  Itoberfc  Davidson.  David  S.  Clark.  In  1865, 
David  Shirk,  Samuel  Selden,  Joseph  A.  French.  In  1871,  James  ].jytlo, 
Prossly  Arbnekle,  J.  F.  Downing.  January  2,  1875,  E.  'Woodrnff,  D.  B.  Cal- 
lender and  B.  S Mofr’efct.  July  IS,  1883,  James  M.  Gordon  and  Edward  P. 
Selden,  the  latter  two  being  chosen  to  till  the  vacancy  made  by  the  death  of 
Samuel  Selden  and  David  B.  Calleudor.  March  21,  1871,  Bev.  Div  Lyon,  who 
had  completed  nearly  forty-three  year.s  of  ministry  to  the  same  congregation, 
and  whose  labors  had  been  marked  by  signal  ability  and  success,  died,  greatly 
beloved  and  deeply  lamented. 

Rev.  A.  H.  Carrier,  who  had  been  called  to  the  associate  pastorate  just  jn'c- 
vious  to  this  event,  began  his  .services  April  30,  1871,  commemorative  of  his 
esteemed  predecessor.  Ho  was  installed  pastor  December  7 of  the  same 
year.  In  the  fall  of  1879,  5Ir.  Carrier  resigned,  and  in  the  following  May,  a 
call  was  extended  to  Rev.  Whlliam  S.  Fulton,  who  was  installed  in  the  fall  of 
ISSO,  and  is  the  present  pastor  of  the  church.  The  ehui'ch  membership  is  now 
SS3.  At  the  serai-Centennial  Celebration  of  the  church  held  in  1875,  the  pas- 
tor, Rev.  A.  H.  Carrier,  thus  spoke: 

“This  church — we  say  it  in  no  self-glorying  spirit — has  been  by  force  of 
its  position,  at  the  founlatioa  of  the  present  religious  life  of  this  city.  The 
Associate  Reformed,  now  the  Enited  Presbyterian,  shares  with  it  this  pre- 
eminence. This  church  however,  has  been  fruitful  in  colonies.  In  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Episcopal  Church,  you  meet  wuth  many  of  the  same  names 
which  you  had  before  met  with  upon  the  sub-scription  roll  and  church  records 
of  this  congregation.  In  the  organizolion  of  the  Baptist  Church  the  same  fact 
is  in  some  measure  true.  * * * 

“ The  chu'  ch  in  East  Mill  Creek  or  Belle  '\’’alley  was  a child  of  this. 

“Upon  the  rolls  of  Park  Church,  organizeil  in  1851,  recorded  there  as  its 
founders,  are  the  cherished  and  honored  names  of  many  who  had  been  for 
years  in  the  front  rank  of  supporters  and  workers  here,  or  wdio  had  been  bap- 
tized.at  its  font,  been  taught  in  its  Sabbath  school  and  had  grown  up  under 
its  influences. 

“The  Central  Church  organized  February,  1871,  was  a transplantation  at 
once  of  officers  from  its  session,  an  associate  pastor  from  its  pulpit,  workers 
from  its  Sabbath  se'Uool,  and  members  from  its  community.”  * 

PARK  PRESBYTEKIAN  CHURCH. 

Several  attempts  had  been  made  previous  to  the  spring  of  lS55  to  establish 
an  Old-School  Presbyterian  Church  in  Erie,  but  had  j)rovod  unsuccessful.  Park 
Church  may  date  its  commencement  in  April  of  this  year.  The  lirst  service 
was  held  in  a room  in  the  fourth  story  of  Cadwell’s  Block,  on  State  street, 
April  29,  1S55,  couduoted  by  Rev.  William  Wilson  and  Rev.  S.  J.  M.  Eaton. 
A.bout  thirty  persons  were  present.  The  next  meeting  place  was  in  Gensheimer’s 
Hall,  where,  on  the  28tli  of  Jai.te,  1855,  the  church  was  organized  by  a com- 
mittee, appointed  by  the  Presbytery  of  Erie,  consisting  of  Rev.  James  'W. 
Dickey  and  Rev.  S.  J.  McEaton,  with  Elders  W'illiam  Campl)ell,  of  Wash- 
ington.and  James  L.  Reed,  of  Mill  Creek.  The  names  enrolled  at  that  time 
as  members  of  the  church  were  "William  Arbuckle,  S.  S.  Spencer,  D.  B.  5Ic- 
Creary,  Dyer  AV.  Fitch  and  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Fitch,  bis  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  Shattuck, 
Miss  Sarah  W ard,  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Fleury  and  Aliss  Catharine  Mason. 
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On  the  third  »Sabbath  of  July,  3S55.  a Sabbath  school  %\  as  organi^^ed  %viib 
twenty -live  or  thirty  scholars.  Ivov.  "Williaiu  Wilson  and  others  sujiplicd  tho 
chiucii  till  i\.la\  , 1850,  when,  by  permission  of  the  rresbytery,  llev.  William 
M.  .Idackburu,  then  of  the  Presbytery  of  Lake,  was  incited  to  become  “stated 
supply  ” of  the  church  for  one  year.  IMr.  Blackburn  accepted  the  invitatioji, 
and  t.'GsaJi  his  labors  May  25,  1S56.  At  that  time  the  church  numbered 
twentv-four  members.  During  the  following  year,  under  M.r.  JlIackbnrTi’s 
efficient  care,  tho  chnrch  and  Sabbath  school  grew  rapidly;  a large  Bible  class 
was  organized;  the  congregation  increased;  the  benevolent  operations  of  tho 
church  were  carried  on  with  regularity  and  energy.  May  27,  1857,  Mr. 
Blackburn  was  installed  pastor  of  the  church.  At  thac  time  there  were  thirty- 
live  communicants.  During  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1857,  the  present 
house  of  worship  was  erected.  It  was  dedicated  December  22,  with  thanks- 
giving and  gladness;  seianon  by  Piev.  Frederick  T.  Brown,  then  of  Clovelaud, 
Ohio.  In  1S5S,  forty-six  persons  were  added  lo  the  church  upon  a professiou 
of  their  faith — the  largest,  with  one  exeeptirin,  whicl!  l^ark  Church  has  yet 
enjoyed.  After  seven  years  of  faithful  and  fruitful  Ifihor,  Tdr.  Dlackburu  ac- 
cepted a call,  on  account  of  his  health,  to  tho  pastoral  care  of  the  .Fomth 
Pre.sbyteriun  Church  of  Trimton,  N.  J. , to  the  great  regret  of  his  loving 
flock  in  Erie. 

On  tho  22d  of  February,  lS64,  Piev.  George  F.  Cain,  then  of  Stroudsburg, 
Penn.,  was  mianimously  chosen  to  be  pastor  of  Park  Chnrch.  The  call  was 
accepted,  and  Mr.  Gain  was  installed  shortly  afterward.  A.t  that  time  tliero 
were  127  communicants.  There  had  been  many  added  to  the  church,  but 
there  had  also  been  frequent  removals,  and  some  had  “fallen  a-^^leep”  in 
Jesus. 

In  April,  of  same  year,  the  ])arsonago  on  the  corner  of  Sassafras  and 
Seventh  streets,  was  purchased,  tho  cemgregaiion  joining  yvith  great  zeal  and 
unanimity  in  thus  providing  a beautiful  and  comfortable  home  for  tlieir  pastor. 

During  year  ending  April,  1806.  was  marked  by  a gracious  eftVtsion  of  tho 
Holy  Spirit.  Ninety-two  communicants  were  added  to  the  chnrch,  of  whom 
sixty-eight  professed  for  the  first  time  their  faith  in  Christ. 

In  April,  1870,  the  pastoral  relation  between  Mr.  Cain  and  the  cbuvcli  was 
dissolved,  in  order  that  Mr.  Cain  might  accept  a call  to  the  Alexander  Church 
in  Phiiadelpliia.  The  resolutions  in  which  lids  ^congregation  assented  to  Mr. 
Cain’s  reepaest  for  a dissolution  of  bis  pastorate,  expressed  deep  and  heartfelt 
regret.  IVhen  Mr.  Cain  left  the  church,  it  was  composed  of  242  counnunicants. 

December  7,  lS7tb  Bev.  James  Otis  Dennistou,  of  Matawsm  N.  J..  was 
called  to  the  pastoral  charge,  which  office  he  fulfilled  with  earnestness  and 
fidelity  till  April,  1872. 

September  9,  1872,  Bev.  Thomas  Fullerton  was  elected  pastor,  au.l  entered 
upon  lii.s  work  in  October.  There  were  in  December  of  that  year  190  members 
in  Park  Chnrch. 

The  Billing  Elders  of  the  church  have  been  S.  S.  Spencer,  elected  Juno  28, 
1855;  David  Aguew,  elected  June  28,  1S56;  D.  4V.  Fitch,  cdectecl  June  4, 
1859;  Thomas  Taber,  elected  June  4.  1859;  Edward  J.  Cowell,  elected  Decem- 
ber 9,  1805;  Andrew  JJ.  Cahey,  elected  December  9,  1805;  William  Ilimrod, 
elected  January  4,  1868;  N.  J.  Clark,  elected  January  4,  1868;  Charles  C. 
Converse,  Biley  Burdett,  William  Spencer  and  AVilliam  T.  Birch,  all  ordained 
October  31,  1875. 

In  1877.  the  beautiful  cha])el  and  Sabbath  school  rooms  fronting  on 
Seventh  street  and  connected  with  the  main  chui’ch  edifice  by  a corridor,  was 
erected  at  a cost  of  §6, 5U0. 
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The  iutei’ior  of  tliomain  building  was  tastofnlly  froscond  in  1SS2,  and  a fine 
organ  put  in.  thn  rmtire  cost  being  The  present  membei’sbip  is  205. 

A Sabbath  school  has  been  maintained  coutinnally  from  the  beginning.  Pres- 
ent enrollment.  200. 


Till-;  CENTK.M.  PKESr.YTEIU AN  CHURCU. 

This  church  was  formally  organi.'ed  by  a committee  appointed  Vjy  the  I’re.s- 
bytery  of  Erie,  consisting  of  Idav.  Wiliiam  Gras.sie  and  Pev.  S.  G.  Hopkins, 
February  28.  1S71 ; the  services  were  heh.l  in  Walther's  Hall.  The  original 
membership  consisted  of  Fifty- foiu  persons.  At  the  time  of  the  organization, 
Daviil  Shirk  and  Jo.seph  A French  were  chosen  Elders.  Sliorfcly  afterward,  the 
church  extended  a uuaiiimoas  call  to  Rev.  Charles  C.  Kimball,  which  he 
accepted,  and  Tlay  11,  1S71,  was  installed  by  a committee  from  the  Presbytery, 
Rev.  George  W.  Cleveland,  presiding.  Rev.  A.  Sinclair  [)reaching  the  sennou. 
Rev.  John  Id.  5Yright  charging  tlje  pastor,  and  Rev.  J.  T.  Oxtoby  the  churcli. 
After  the  installation,  th.e  Sabbath  services  of  the  church  were  held  for  two 
year.s  in  Temperance  Hall  | Dreisigaker’s  Block,  east  side  o£  State,  between 
Seventh  and  Eighth  streets),  and  there  continued  to  he  held  for  about  two 
years.  Faring  the  hist  year  of  the  church's  existence,  the  valuable  and  desira- 
ble lot  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Tenth  and  Sassafras  streets  was  viurchased, 
and  on  the  2d  of  Angast,  1872,  ground  was  broken  for  the  erection  of  the 
stone  cluirch  edihee  which  now  graces  that  site,  and  serves  the  congregation 
as  a place  for  wors’nip.  This  ediiico  was  completed  and  opened  for  wor.ship 
Sabbath  morning,  June  8.  1873,  ivith  impressive  ceremonies.  Brief  addresses 
were  made  to  the  Sabbath  school  by  the  pastor.  Rev.  C.  C.  Kimball,  the  Su- 
perintendent and  others,  and  at  11  o'clock  a sermon  was  delivered  by  the 
pastor.  On  the  following  evening,  the  church  was  dedicated  to  the  service  of 
God.  The  ceremonies  commenced  with  an  anthem,  followed  by  prayer  and 
the  reading  of  the  2-tth  Psalm  by  Rev.  Fr.  Stover-.  The  pastor  then  gave  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  history  and  cost  of  the  building,  after  which  brief  remarks 
were  made  by  Rev.  oir.  Stone,  Rev.  Dr.  'Wheeler.  Rev.  M.  Grassie,  Rev.  Capt. 
Kitwood,  Rev.  Dr.  John  H.  Vincent  and  Rev.  Dr.  Fullerton.  The  building, 
as  then  completed  and  now  stands,  was  designed  for  Sabbath  school  purposes, 
the  membership  intending  to  build  thereto  the  main  church  structure.  The 
edifice  is  constructed  of  Ogdensburg  blue  liraosttme  trinrmed  with  Amherst, 
Ohio,  sandstone,  and  is,  in  size,  07x45  feet;  below  is  the  audience  room  seated 
with  chairs,  and  four  parlors  and  other  rooms  above  tastefully  tinished  and 
furnished  throughout.  It  is  of  Gothic  style  of  architecture  a,nd  cost,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  825,000.  it  and  the  lot  u]>ou  which  it  stands  costing  about 
$33,4)00.  Within  the  first  eleven  months,  the  number  of  communicants 
was  doubled,  and  in  December,  1872,  the  number  of  communicants  was  157. 
The  Sabbath  school  had  a similar  rapid  growth;  it  was  organized  in  Walther’s 
Hall  February  11,  1871,  with  a total  attendance  of  thirty-five  scholars.  On 
May  14  of  the  same  year,  they  removed  to  Temperance  Hall,  which  quarters, 
they  occupied  until  the  completion  of  their  chapel  June  8,  1873.  In  less  than 
one  year,  it  i-eached  an  average  attendance  of  227,  and  contributed  for  its  own 
purposes  and  benevolence  the  handsome  sum  of  $1,060.47. 

Early  in  the  year  187-4,  W.  E.  Davenport,  G.  W.  E.  Sherwin  and  G-eorge 
Pieed  were  elected  Elders,  and  Joseph  A.  French  was  re  appointed  to  active 
service  in  the  eldership  (David  Shirk  died  while  serving  as  Elder,  November 
21,  1873).  In  January,  1877,  Elders  Joseph  A.  French  and  George  Reed  v’ere 
re-elected  to  active  service  for  the  term  of  six  years,  and  Charles  Metcalf, 
George  E.  Barger,  G.  C.  Shirk  and  William  Smith  were  added  to  the  elder- 
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ship,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that  timo  all  wore  re-olocted  and  are  now  serving 
the  church  as  Elders. 

0(‘tober  l‘i,  1878,  Eev.  Mr.  Kimball  was  dismissed  from  the  pastorate  at 
his  own  request,  to  accept  a call  to  a church  in  Ivansas  City,  Mo.  He  preached 
for  the  congregation  at  Erie  'antil  the  first  Sabbath  in  November  of  that  year. 
His  successor  to  the  pastorate  of  this  church  was  liev.  Solon  Cobb,  of  Now 
Bodfoi'd,  Mas.s.,  who  rvas  installed  by  the  Pre.sbytery  of  Erie  03j  the  evening 
of  December  26,  1S78,  and  now  occupies  that  relation  rvith  the  Central 
Church. 

The  tw'elvo  years  of  the  church’s  existence  have  all  been  years  of  growdh 
and  fruitfulness.  Unity,  harmony  and  cordial  fellowship,  have  marked  ali  of 
their  meetings  and  activities.  For  twelve  years,  constant  increase  of  memher- 
ship  at  each  and  every  communion  season  has  been  as  unvarying  as  the  seed 
time  and  harvest  of  the  natural  world.  During  the  pa.st  year  of  the  church’s 
history,  forty-four  persons  have  entered  into  fellowship  with  the  church,  thirty- 
five  on  confession  of  faith  and  nine  by  letter;  fourteen  have  been  dismissed 
to  form  a connection  with  other  churches,  and  five  have  passed  on  to  the 
heavenly  land.  Since  the  organization  of  th^  chiu’ch  to  the  original  member- 
611121  of  fifty-four,  446  have  been  added  on  confession  of  faith,  and  191  by  let- 
ter— in  all  Go7--au  average  of  about  fifty-three  a year.  The  roll  has  included 
691  names.  Of  these,  thirty-four  have  died,  124  have  been  di.smissed,  twenty- 
eight  retired,  and  twelv-*  dropjied,  leaving  the  present  membership  in  April, 
1SS3,  493.  The  church  has  received  and  2iai3.  out  for  building,  current 
GX2ienses,  general  benevolence,  etc.,  during  the  iavelve  years,  about  895,000. 

The  Sabbath  school  has  been  under  the  care  of  the  same  Sn2ierintendent, 
Mr.  C.  C.  Shirk,  ever  since  its  organization.  Commencing  with  a member- 
Bhi2)  of  forty-five,  it  has  increased  until  there  are  now  enrolled  565  names; 
and  295  of  the  scholars  have  joined  the  church,  an  average  of  about  twenty - 
foiu-  a year. 

CHESTNUT  STEEET  PKESBYTEHIAN  CHOP.ClI. 

Early  in  July,  1S70,  a Sabbath  school  was  oijoned  in  the  house  of  Mr.  C. 
AV.  Brown  on  Eighteenth,  between  Chestnut  and  Walnut  streets,  through  the 
efforts  of  three  lay  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  and  Park  Presbyterian 
Churches.  The  first  Sabbath  but  one  scholar  acco)ited  the  invitation  previoixsly 
extended,  and  was  2''i't'sent.  Two  Sabbaths  later,  the  attendance  in- 
creased to  seventy-five,  and  as  a result  a school  w'as  organized  in  a room  fitted 
nj)  for  the  occasion  near  the  present  house  of  worship*-  From  this  time  to  the 
1st  of  December  following,  the  school  was  nominally  under  the  care  of  the  Y. 
M.  C.  A.,  when  it  was  taken  under  the  charge  of  Park  Presbyterian  Church. 
At  the  end  of  the  first  year,  the  school  numbered  over  200  members.  In  order 
to  put  in  some  2n'actical  and  useful  form  their  quota  of  the  85,000,000  memo- 
rial fund,  which  the  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  United  States  had  resolved  to 
raise  as  a thank-otieriug  to  God  for  the  cordial  re  union  of  its  dissevered 
branches,  the  pieopjle  of  Park  Church  resolved  to  build  a house  for  this  new 
Sunday'  school.  This  was  accomjilished.  The  church  as  it  now  stands,  on  the 
corner  of  Seventeenth  and  Chestnut  streets,  was  comixleted  in  July,  1871,  and 
dedicated  on  the  2d  of  August  following — juembers  of  the.  Presbytery  of  Erie, 
then  in  session  in  this  city,  bearing  a 2>art  in  the  services  of  the  occasion.  Eev. 
J.  P.  Wilson  began  to  2'>i'each  in  the  church  in  the  S2iring  of  1872,  a man  of 
great  fidelity',  sincerity  and  earnestness.  A church  was  organized  in  January 
1873,  and  Mr.  AVilson  was  installed  over  it  as  pastor,  in  the  next  Se2itember. 
He  was  very  successful  in  his  ministry — tlie  church  increasing  within 
the  tir.st  three  years  from  nine  to  fifty-six  members,  and  the  Sabbath  school  to 
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225.  Mr.  Wil.son  reinainod  witli  the  clmrcb  till  tlio  summer  of  1879,  when  he 
resigned  his  place  to  accept  the  chair  of  Greek  Vrofe.ssor  in  Parson  College, 
loAva.  He  was  suoceoded  in  the  pastorate  of  the  church  by  the  Rev.  A.  C. 
"Wilson,  who  was  installed  as  pastor  December  30, of  that  year,  andremaincd  until 
July,  ISSO,  when  he  re-signed  on  account  of  ill-health.  Prom  February,  1881, 
until  June,  18S3,  the  pulpit  was  tilled  by  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Kerr,  as  stated  supply. 
Since  July,  tS83.  the  Rev.  W.  J.  Hazlett  has  sustained  the  same  relation  with 
this  charge.  The  present  nieiubcrship  is  soventy-sis. 

UniTF.P  PRESBTTEKIAN  CONGREGATION. 

Previous  to  ISll,  about  thrily  families,  members  and  adherents  of  the 
Associate  Reformed  Presbyterian  Clmrch,  had  settled  in  Erie  and  the  immediate 
neighborhood.  They  were  chictly  Scotch-lrish  and  the  descendants  of  Scotch- 
Irish,  and  had  removed  here  from,  the  counties  in  Penusylvauia  bordering  on 
the  Juniada  and  Susquehanna  Rivers.  In  1811,  the  Monongahela  Presbytery 
of  the  Associate  Reformed  C’hurch  embraced  in  its  bounds  the  entire  lerrito,iy 
now  included  in  three  Synods,  viz.,  Pittsburgh,  Ohio  and  First  Synod  of  the 
West.  At  a meeting  of  the  Presbytery  held  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  June  19, 
1811,  “Rev.  George  Buebanan  (pastor  of  a congregation  at  Steubenville)  was 
appointed  to  preach  two  Sabbaths  in  the  borough  of  Erie  before  the  next  meeting 
of  Presbytery.”  IMi'.  Buchanan  tilled  his  appointment  probably  in  July  or  Au- 
gust, 1811,  and  at  the  next  meeting  of  Presbytery,  held  September  4,  1811,  at 
Pnekety  Church,  a petition  ‘Hor  a supply  of  sermon,s  ” was  received  from 
persons  residing  in  and  near  Erie  and  WTilerford.  He  andved  hero  and 
preached  in  these  places  in  the  fall  of  iSll.  He  was  accompanied  to  Erie  by 
the  Rev.  Samuel  \\'eir,  a licentiate  of  the  same  Pb-esbytery.  His  labors  were 
80  acceptable  here  that  proper  steps  were  taken  to  secure  his  services  as  pastor. 
At  the  next  meeting  of  the  Presbytery,  held  at  “ St.  Clair  Church,  a petition 
for  the  moderation  of  a call  in  the  borough  of  Erie  and  at  W'aterford  wms 
presented.  Mr.  Galloway  was  appointed  to  preach  in  Erie  on  the  third  Sab- 
bath of  January,  1SJ2,  and  preside  on  the  following  Monday  on  that  business.” 
Mr.  Galloway  tilled  this  appointment  and  a unanimous  call  was  made  out  for 
?klr.  Robert  Reid,  which  was  carried  up  by  Mr.  Robinson  as  unanimeus,  and 
presented  at  the  next  meeting  of  Presbytery,  held  in  Robin  sou  Run  Church 
^larch  11,  1812.  It  was  declared  regular,,  presented  to  the  candidate,  by  him 
accepted,  and  ‘‘the  Ib-esbytery  proceeded  to  assign  him  trials  for  ordination. 
Jeremiah,  xxxi,  19,  was  assigned  as  the  subject  of  a serraon  and  Romans,  iii,  24 
31  inclusive,  as  the  sul'ject  of  a Icctiu'e,  which  he  was  directed  to  deliver  at 
the  next  meeting  of  Presbytery.”  Mr.  Reid  having  delivered  his  trials  for 
ordination  at  the  meeting  at  St.  Clair  Church  June  24,  lSP2,  they  were  ap- 
proved. and  Messr.'.  McConnell,  Kerr  and  Galloway,  ministers,  with  Messrs. 
John  Findley,  Robert  Porter  and  James  McWilliams,  Elders,  were  a})pointed 
a committee  of  Pre.sbytery  to  ordain  and  install  Mr.  Reid  over  these  congrega- 
tion's at  Erie,  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September  next,  Mr.  McConnell  to 
preach  the  ordination  sermon,  Mr.  Kerr  to  deliver  the  charge  to  the  minister, 
and  Mr.  Galloway  to  the  peojile.  i\rr.  Archibald  MeSparren  was  directed  to 
serve  the  edict.  ‘‘This  committee  failed  to  meet  at  the  time  appointed;  Mr. 
Galloway  'was  prevented  from  meeting  with  them  at  all,  and  the  members  of 
the  committee  selected  Mr.  Dick  to  accompany  them  to  Erie.  Air.  Dick  con- 
sented. The  committee  met  October  2l,  1S12,  and  the  preparatory  steps  hav- 
ing been  taken,  Mr.  Reid  was  set  apart  to  the  office  of  the  holy  ministry 
and  installed  as  pastor  of  the  united  congregations  of  Erie  and  'Waterford.” 
The  number  of  members  in  connection  w'ith  the  congregation  w’hen  it  was  first 
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or^^'lIlizGl.l  oanuot  bo  given  wilb  certainty;  it  is  believed  to  bo  about  seventy. 
Mrs.  Polly  It.  Parr  is  the  oniy  one  now  living  of  the  uieinbors  at  the  time  of 
the  first  organization.  Mr.  Koid  continnod  to  preach  three-fourths  of  his  time 
in  Jirie  and  o’ne-fourth  in  Waterford,  until  June  30,  IS-il,  when  he  resigned 
the  pastoral  charge  of  Waterford,  and  all  his  time  was  given  to  Erie.  April 
13,  1S13,  Archibald  McSparreu,  Thomas  Hughes  aud  David  Robinson  were 
ordained,  and  Alexander  Robinson  installed  Ruling  Elders,  and  James  .Du- 
rnars  was  ordained  a Deacon  of  the  congregation,  the  Rev.  JMr.  Galloway,  of 
Mercer,  aud  Mr.  Junkin,  a Ruling  Elder,  assisting.  The  lirst  communion  was 
held  October  2'J,  1813,  aud  furty-niuc  members  communed. 

At  hhst  the  congregation  met  for  worship  wherever  it  could  lind  accommoda- 
tions, sometimes  in  the  old  court  house,  sometimes  in  a log  house  on  the  north 
side  of  Fifth  street,  between  French  and  Holland,  and  oftener  in  a log  school 
house  on  the  corner  of  .Seventh  aud  Holland  streets,  njion  the  grou.nd  now  oc- 
cupied by  School  Xo.  2.  The  iirst  church  building  was  erected  in  1816,  on 
Eighth  street,  a little  west  of  the  ]jresent  bulluing.  It  was  a frame  structure 
83x45  feet  and  was  rt'moved  in  1837  to  State  street,  betwqou  Eieveuth  aud 
Twelfth  streets  The  present  church  building  is  a substantial  brick,  50x80 
feet.  Tlie  audience  room  was  completed  and  ready  for  occupancy  in  1837. 

An  incident  which  occurred  at  the  distribution  of  pie^Ns  in  the  new  church, 
in  1837,  is  worthy  of  record.  Rufus  S.  Reed,  whose  wife  was  a member  of  the 
church  and  himself  a liberal  contributor  to  its  funds  and  an  attendant  pretty 
regularly  upon  its  services,  came  in  after  considerable  progress  liad  been  made 
in  the  selection  of  pews.  He  inqviireel  if  there  was  a pew  for  him,  and  he  was 
informed  that  '■they  supposed  that  one  of  the  two  square  ]jews  on  each  side 
of  the  pulpit  would  be  his  choice,  and  that  one  had  been  asaigned  to  the  pastor 
and  the  other  reserved  for  him.  Ho  inquired  the  ]>rice,  'which,  when  named, 
v.'as  satisfactor} , and  betook  the  pow.  The  building  committee  then  said: 
“ Mr.  Reed,  we  owe  you  about  83b0  more  than  your  pew  amounts  to,  aud  we 
would  like  to  turn  the  old  house  over  to  you  for  as  much  of  the  debt  as  you, can 
alYord  to  allow  for  it.”  He  replied:  "I  will  take  the  liouse  and.  give  you  a re- 
ceipt in  full.”  He  sold  it,  to  be  removed,  for  .8100,  aud  gave  the  money  ho 
received  for  it  to  the  Rev.  Robert  Reid,  the  pastor,  as  a present.  ITie  basement 
of  the  new  building,  containing  lecture  room,  se.ssion  room,  infant  chass  room, 
etc.,  was  finished  in  1862. 

The  jiastors  of  the  church  have  been  as  follows:  Rev.  Robert  Reid,  installed 
October  21,  1812 — died  May  15,  1844;  Rev.  Joseph  H.  Fres.sly,  installed  Au- 
gust 20.  1845  — died  Xovember  3.  1874;  Rev.  J.  C.  Wilson,  the  present  in- 
cumbent, installed  dlay  1.  1876. 

September  12,  IS  14,  74  members  communed,  and  June  9,  1822,  107  mem- 
bers communed,  the  greatest  number  stated  u[)  to  that  time  of  any  one  year. 
The  greatest  number  of  new  members  given  in  any  one  year,  up  to  1876,  was 
thirty-seven,  which  occurred  iu  187-4.  In  1800  and  in  1872,  thirty-one  new 
names  were  added  to  the  membership.  The.se  years  of  unusual  accessions  to  the 
church  re.sulted,  iu  I860,  from  general  interest  in  religious  matters  aw'akened 
by  the  efinrts  of  some  revival  preachers  who  visited  Erie  that  year;  in  1872 
and  1874,  they  I'esulted  from  earnest  work  by  the  ])astor  and  member.s  in 
prayer-meeting  held  every  evening  for  two  weeks  before  the  coimuuniou,  in 
July,  1872.  and  in  January,  1874.  The  membership  is  at  present  220. 
Shortly  after  Mr.  Reid's  installation  iu  Erie,  a Eniou  Sabb.ath  school  was 
opened.  It  was  held  sometimes  in  the  old  court  house,  and  sometimes  in  a 
house  on  French  street,  near  the  corner  of  Fifth  street.  Mr.  Reid  was  the 
Superintendent  at  first,  but  some  of  those  interested  iu  the  school,  from  other 
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clmrches,  insisted  upon  introducing  into  the  school,  hymns  and  other  things 
which  litr.  Heid  could  not  ap’proYe,  and  he  withdrew  and  subsequently  organ- 
ized a school  in  his  own  chuveh,  which  was  di.scontinued  after  a few  years,  and 
(here  was  no  succcssfvd  attempt  to  revive  it  until  after  the  instnllution  of  iiev. 
Joseph  H.  Pressly.  The  school  opened  on  the  first  Sabbath  of  January,  1840, 
and  tho  teachers  were  John  Hughes,  James  E,  McNair,  Jajues  L.  Gray,  iMiss 
l\iary  ^V’al■rou,  Miss  Mary  A Lamberton  and  Miss  Elizabeth  lleid.  Fifty -one 
scholars  were  pj'osent.  During  the  month,  George  W.  Ban’,  Edward  A.  Me- 
hafTey,  James  C.  Eeid,  George  Hughes,  Miss  Margaret  McSpavren,  Miss 
Maria  Kennedy.  Miss  Alargaret  A.  Pollock,  IMiss  Celia  Miles,  Miss  ATary  Jane 
Mehaft’ey  and  Alisa  Eliza  AlcSparren  were  added  to  the  list  of  teachers.  Dr. 
Pressly  acted  as  Superintendent  until  1S72.  In  Alay,  1874,  a mission  school 
OD  Eighteenth  street  was  established,  of  which  T.  J.  AIcKalip  was  apiJointed 
Superintendent. 

ST.  TAT/l’s  EriSGOPAI.  CIl'JROIi. 

Tho  lirst  services  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  in  Erie  were  tield  in 
the  old  court  house,  A.  D.  1826,  by  Bev.  J.  H,  Hopkins,  afterward  Bishop  of 
AMrmont  and  at  that  time  rector  of  Trinity  Church,  Pittsburgh.  The  records 
sho’w  that  seven  person.s  were  baptized  by  him  before  the  year  1827,  but  the 
dates  are  not  given.  The  organization  of  the  parish  -was  effected  at  a meet- 
ing held  at  the  house  of  P.  S.  A'.  Hamot  Alarch  17,  1827.  The  charter  rec- 
ommended by  the  convention  of  the  diocese  was  adopted,  the  name  of  St.  Paul’s 
Church  was  chosen,  the  Bev.  Charles  Smith  was  appointed  rector,  and  Alessrs. 
Thomas  Forster,  P.  S.  Ah  Hamot,  George  Alii es,  George  A.  Eliot,  Tabar  Beebe, 
Charles  AI.  Beed,  Thomas  Forster,  Jr.,  D.  C.  Barrett,  AA^illiam  Kelley,  Gilbert 
Knopp  and  John  A.  Tracy  were  elected  vestrymen  for  the  ensuing  year.  Col. 
Thomas  Forster  was  chosen  Church  AA'arden,  and  Tabor  Beebe,  Hector’s 
AA'arden.  P.  S.  A".  Hamot  was  appointed  Secretary  of  the  AMstry. 

At  a meeting  held  at  the  house  of  Col.  Forster,  July  22,  George  A.  Eliot, 
Thomas  Forster  and  John  A.  Tracy  were  appointed  a committee  to  make  ar- 
rangements for  public  worship.  William  Kelley  ’was  chosen  to  ‘‘attend  to 
the  subscription  paper,”  and  it  was  resolved  that  tho  hours  of  divine  w’orship 
be  11  A.  Al.  and  2 P.  Al.,  service  to  be  expected  every  other  Sunday.  George 
A.  Eliot  was  appointed  Treasurer,  and  the  following  resolution  was  passetl: 

Resoloed.  That  the  cluirfh  committee  be  Mr.  Dobbins,  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  reverend  gentlemen  when  ihct"  come  to  officiate,  and  to  make  the 
arrangement  for  paying  for  it,  and  if  tliat  cannot  be  made,  each  bead  of  families  of  the 
congregation  to  receive  them  alternately. 

The  male  members  of  tho  original  v,?stry  and  congregation  ’^vlto  were  Epis- 
copalians, were  Col.  Forster  and  Capt.  George  AXiles.  Airs.  H-cimot,  and  perha-ps 
two  or  three  other  ladies  were  members  of  tho  church.  Several  of  the  men 
were  previously  Pre.sbyterians.  Others  came  in  from  family  relationships  and 
associations,  or  the  respectability  of  tho  families,  and  some,  probably,  with  the 
idea  that  the  church  was  a dignified  and  respectable  bodtq  with  a hue  ritual 
and  an  educated  ministry. 

At  tho  aforesaid  meeting,  the  Bev.  C.  Smith’s  resignation  was  tendered, 
and- was  accepted  at  a su’esequent  meeting,  December  S,  1827.  Bev.  Benjamin 
Hutchins  ministered  to  the  congregation  for  a few  mouths,  for  we  find  that  on 
the  18th  of  December,  1827,  a resolution  of  thanks  was  passed  for  the  “ faith- 
ful discharge  of  his  duties  while  among  us.”  It  appears  from  the  records  of  a 
meeting,  December  24,  1827.  that  Air.  Hutchins  had  been  acting  as  assistant  for 
Air.  Smith  at  Erie  and  AVaterford,  and  tliat  he  desired  an  independent  charge 
of  St.  Paul’s,  but  without  success.  At  the  meeting,  April  21,  18‘28,  Charles 
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M Hood  was  clioson  delegate  to  tlio  Diocesaji  Couventiou  at  Pbiladelphia,  and 
subset jiu'ntly  J.  B,  'Wallace,  Esq.,  was  chosen  as  another  delegate.  About 
1S28,  au  ett’ort  vaasTuade,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Rev.  Atr.  Hopkins  and 
Mr.  Wallace  ^lay  delegate),  to  secuj-e  Rev.  .Tohn  Wh  James  for  this  church  and 
St.  tWter's,  Waterfoi’d,  and  it  was  determiucd  to  raise  SoOt)  for  his  support, 
and  requiring  AVaterford  to  raise  SIOO.  This  effort  failed.  Am  application 
was  made  to  the  society  for  the  promotion  of  chri.stianity  in  Pennsylvania  for 
help,  which  was  granted.  Messrs.  Reed  and  AVallacomust  have  found  or  heard 
of  the  Rev.  Bennett  OUover,  at  Philadelphia,  for  we  lind  that  a correspondence 
was  opeut'd  with  Rev.  Bomrett  Glover,  of  Philadelphia,  July  17,  1828,  with  a 
view  to  his  coming  as  pastor,  and  the  wardens  wore  instructed  “to  ascertain 
from  Mr.  McConkey  his  terms  for  boarding,  and,  if  Air.  Glover  will  still  re- 
main here  sometime,  to  make  the  Iov,’est  and  and  best  boarding  terms,  and  that 
Alessrs.  Kelly  and  Knopp  make  a bargain  with  some  person  to  keep  the  bouse 
clean  and  ring  the  bell  for  onr  church.”  The  old  court  house  was  still  used 
for  the  services.  A letter  of  the  vestry.  July  30,  to  the  Rev.  Air.  James  indi- 
cates that  he  was  disposed  to  come,  but  that  the  arrangement  with  the  Rev.  Air. 
Glover  was  now  deemed  more  satisfactory,  as  he  was  to  derive  part  of  his  sup- 
port from  the  missionary  society. 

A new  election  of  wardens  and  vestrymen  was  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Rev. 
Air.  Glover  November  22,  1830,  resulted  as  follows:  Thomas  Forster,  George 
Nicholson,  Tabor  Beebe,  John  A.  Tracy,  AVilliam  Kelly,  George  A.  Eliot, 
Thomas  Forster,  Jr..  Elijah  Babbitt,  Geoj’go  Aides  and  Alexander  McKee, 
A^estrymen;  Tbonras  Forster  and  George  Nicholson,  AVardeu-s;  George  A.  Elioq 
Treasurer;  P.  S.  A’.  Hamot.  Secretary.  Thomas  Forster,  Tabor  Beebe,  P.  S.  A'. 
Hamot  and  Elijah  Babbitt  were  appointed  a committee  to  procure  a plan  for  a 
church,  and  at  the  next  meeting  (December  1,  1830),  it  was 

“ Resoh:cd.  That  we  accept  of  fhe  purchase  made  by  John  B.  AVallace, 
Esq.,  of  James  Alooi'e,  for  Lot  No.  1729.  at  S250,  the  said  Aloore  subscribing 
$25,  and  that  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  pay  §50  and  receive  the  deed  and 
give  the  bond  and  mortgage,”  etc. 

“ Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  B.- Glover  may  take  the  title  to  100  acres  of  land 
given  to  the  church  by  John  B.  AA’allace,  Esq.,  for  the  price  of  SIOO.” 

The  deed  for  the  church  was  made  to  George  A.  Eliot,  Charles  AI.  Reed 
and  John  A.  Trarv  in  trust.  January  13,  1831,  it  was 

'"''Resolved,  That  the  vestry  be  a building  committee,  ‘etc.,  etc.,’  and  that 
five  constitute  a quorum,  and  that  the  said  vestry,  or  a majority  of  them,  en- 
gage one  person,  whose  business  shall  be  to  receive  and  measure  boards,  to 
receive  brick,  lime,  and  all  other  materials  for  building,  and  to  keep  an  accu- 
rate account  of  the  same  and  .superintend  the  building.” 

It  was  resolved  subsequenfiy  to  advertise  for  proposals  for  the  whole  work 
in  fhe  Erie  Gazette  and  Erie  Observer  for  two  weeLs. 

The  plans  adopted  were  prepared  by  Alaj.  T.  AAA  Aviaurice.  A joint  note 
was  executed  to  J ames  Aloore  for  the  sum  of  SI  75,  the  balance  due  on  the 
church  lot;  the  proceeds  of  the  land  given  by  Mr.  AA" allace  and  sold  to  Air. 
Glover  to  be  appi'opriated  in  payment  of  said  note,  and  the  remainder  to  bo 
raised  by  the  sale  ot  “ slips.” 

ximong  those  making  proposals  wei'e  C.  G.  Howell,  for  the  whole  building. 
$3,759;  Alehaffey  & Hoskinson,  $3,399.  B.  Tomlinson,  John  Tool  and  Joliu 
Dunlap  also  made  bids  for  parts  of  the  work.  The  contract  for  the  building 
w’as  finally  made  with  Alehaffey  A:  Ho.skin.son  (tender  §3,399),  they  being  re- 
quired “ to  use  brick  from  Dunn  or  Sawtel’a  yard,”  and  also  to  “ take  an  ac- 
count of  subscriptions  in  brick,  stone,  masonry  and  lime.”  The  church  was 
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duly  complpl.fd  and  the  slips  sold  " free  of  tax,”  and  the  debts  were  gradually 
paid  off.  An  organ  was  bought  and  paid  for,  and  a bell  weighing  four  or 
five  liirndred  pounds.  No  aid  was  received  froin  al>road  except  from  Mr.  Wal- 
lace, and  a subscription  of  dl50  from  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hopkins. 

The  church  was  dedicated  by  Jdishop  tluderdonck  in  iS34.  A burial  ground 
west  of  Alyrtio  street,  between  .Seventh  and  Eighth  streets,  had  been  )>reviou‘sly 
purchased  for  S-R'O  of  'William  .\rbuckie,  anfl  paid  for  by  subscription.  A 
.small  lectru'e  room  v.'as  built  in  the  rear  of  the  oluirch  (Snaith  Jachson  and  P. 
R.  Rockv-ell  being  the  building  committee)  in  1S8G,  for  use  chiefly  of  the  Sun- 
day school.  A Sunday  school  had  been  organized  in  the  court  house  before 
the  church  was  built  by  Airs.  'William  A.  Brown,  Mrs.  Hamot  and  others. 

The  Rev.  B.  Glover  continued  to  serve  the  puj-ish  on  a small  salary,  with 
the  aid  of  the  society  for  the  advancement  of  Christianity,  till  his  death  in 
1838,  when  Rev.  R.  Teller  Babbitt  became  rector,  serving  until  1810,  Ho 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Henry  Tullidge,  w'ho  continued  in  the  office  until  ISIO. 
The  next  I’cctor  was  Willia.m  Flint,  under  whose  ministry  the  church  build- 
ing was  enlarged  at  a cost  of  S2, 245.10  in  18-47.  The  pulpit  [>Iaced  in  the 
church  at  this  time  was  a curiosity.  It  was  very  high,  and  the  preacher  en- 
tered it  from  a tlight  of  stairs  opening  from  the  vestry  room  in  the  rea)’,  and 
when  in  it  his  head  was  in  an  arch  in  the  wall,  in  shape  like  a brick  oven,  the 
altar  and  reading  desk  on  the  top  of  it  remained  till  the  Rev.  Air.  Abercrom- 
bie had  a new  de.sk  and  altar  made.  Tlie  present  rector  induced  the  vestry 
to  abolish  the  “ three  decker  ” arrangement  on  his  first  tfiking  charge  of  the 
parish.  A lectiirer  then  took  the  place  of  the  pulpit,  and  the  altar  was  put  in 
its  jiroper  place. 

Rev.  Charles  Arey  succeeded  Dr.  .Pliut  in  January,  1853,  and  served  the 
parish  two  years,  whem  the  ve.stry  not  agreeing  upon  a successor,  Bishop  .Pot- 
te)’  sent  them  the  Rev.  .John  A.  Rowmau  as  inissionary,  who  remained  as  a 
temp-iorary  supply  for  a year  or  more.  The  Rev,  D.  C.  Page,  D.  D..  tvas  rec- 
tor of  the  parish  for  a short  time  after  Mr.  Bowman’s  removal.  The  Rev. 
James  Abercrombie  became  rector  in  the  summer  of  1857,  and  was  succeeded 
by  the  Rev.  John  F.  Spattlding  April  1,  1802. 

T’ue  present  beautiful  and  imposing  stone  church  edifice,  located  on  the 
south  side  of  West  Sixth,  between  Peach  and  Sassafras  streets,  was  completed 
in  iS66,  and  dedicated  in  iSbtj  clear  of  debt.  The  co.st  of  the  building-  was 
something  over  §60.000.  It  is  of  Gotxiic  style  of  architecture,  and  adds  gi-ace 
and  beauty  to  the  city. 

AVhile  the  Sund.ay  services  were  held  in  J’arrar  Hall,  and  week-day  services 
impossible,  except  in  private  houses,  in  the  winter  of  1865,  a system  of  cottage 
lectures  and  mothers’  meetings  was  projected  and  vigorously  carried  on,  espe- 
cially in  South  Erie,  and  St.  John’s  h’arish  was  organized  in  the  fall  or  winter 
following.  The  missionary  work  of  the  pari.sh  in  the  city  was  very  successful 
from  that  time.  St.  John's  and  the  Church  of  the  Cross  and  Crown  soon 
became  self-supporting.  Trinity  Mission  was  building,  in  1872-73,  a hand 
some  church,  and  Grace  Mission  was  planning  slov/ly  and  surely  for  the  future. 

The  Rev.  J.  F.  Spaulding  was  elected  Missionarv  Bishop  of  Colorado  and 
AY  yoming  in  October,  1S73,  and  was  consecrated  in  St.  Paul’s  Church  Decem- 
ber 31  of  that  year.  The  succeeding  rector  of  the  church  was  the  Rev.  AY. 
H.  Alills,  who  remained  in  that  position  until  Alarcli,  ISSO,  tvhen  he  resigned 
to  accept  a call  to  St.  Paul’s  Church,  Y’onkers,  N.  Y.  The  Rev.  IMr.  Ylills 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  T.  P.  Franklin  in  April,  1S80,  who  died  two  years 
later,  and  the  next  rector  of  this  church  is  the  present  incumbent,  Rev.  G.  A. 
Carstensen,  who  assumed  the  rectorship  July,  1,  1882.  The  number  of 
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communicants  in  the  city  in  1861-02  was  nominally  llO.  There  are  now 
(1SS3)  about  500.  At  St.  Paul’s  there  are  now  about  30-5  communicants.  .Pe- 
verting  to  the  mi.'sions,  Trinity  and  Grace,  it  is  only  necessary  to  add  that  they 
are  still  under  the  care  and  control  of  St.  .Paul’s  Church,  and  that  the  vrork 
continues  to  be  prosecuted  in  both  lields.  A Sunday  school  is  mrdntained  at 
each,  and  at  Trinity  Chapel  a Sunday  afternoon  service  • as  well  as  one  on 
Friday  evenings  arc  also  regularly  maintained.  The  Sabbath  school  at  Trinity 
Chapel  is  under  the  super 'ntendency  of  Daviil  Burger,  and  that  at  Grace  i\Lis- 
sion  is  in  charge  of  G.  F.  Colt.  The  niuubor  of  scholars  in  attendance  is 
about  K.iO  and  75  respectively,  xbn  industrial  school  and  the  mothers’  meet- 
ings have  always  proved  a prominent  feature  of  the  work  at  Trinity  meetings. 

August  11,  18S1,  St.  Paul's  Church  narrowly  escaped  being- destroyed  by 
fire,  the  south  end  being  damaged  to  the  extent  of  810,000.  It  has  since  been 
restored  and  greatly  im[)roved.  A very  fine  organ  was  presented  to  the  church 
by  Hon.  5Villiam  L.  Scott,  of  this  city. 

ST.  .John's  episcopal  cnimcH. 

In  the  winter  of  1S66.  Rev.  J.  P.  Spaulding,  rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Church, 
Erie,  held  services  once  in  two  weeks  on  week  day  evenings  at  the  houses  of 
some  of  his  jiarishioners  and  of  Fiends  of  the  church  in  the  neighborhood  of, 
and  a little  south  of  the  depot.  These  services  were  churchly,  but  informal  in 
character.  He  called  them  “ cottage  lectures.”  A gratifying  result  was  to 
suggest  the  thought  of  efforts  looking  toward  a new"  parish.  A.nd  when  in  tho 
providence  of  God  another  minister  of  this  church  (the  Rev.  J.  N.  Black)  came 
to  reside  in  Erie,  his  interest  was  sought  and  obtained  in  the  new  church 
movement,  and  services  were  resumed  under  his  ministry  in  tho  following 
October. 

The  use  of  the  German  Baptist  C.hurch,  on  Seventeenth  street,  was  secured 
for  Thursday  evening,  as  no  suitable  place  for  Sunday  services  could  be  held. 

These  services  were  continued  during  the  winter,  and  so  much  interest 
was  awakened  that  in  March  following  a meeting  was  held,  and  a regular 
parish  organization  was  formed,  with  IVilliam  Eicholson.  Samuel  B.  Barnum, 
R.  A.  Fancber,  David  T.  -Jones,  William  Bush  and  A..  W.  Van  Tassel,  as  Ves- 
trymen. 

The  vestry  then  organized  and  elected  tho  Rev.  -J.  H.  Black,  Rector;  George- 
Burton  and  D.  T.  Jones,  ’Wardens;  S.  H.  Metca.lf,  Secretary;  and  V,'.  G.  Gard- 
ner, Treasurer. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1S67,  Urban’s  Hall  on  Peach  street  was  seciu-od,  and 
regular  church  services  and  a Sunday  school  commenced,  ■svhich  veere  both  con- 
tinued with  increasing  interest  and  attendance  during  the  year.  On  the  1st  of 
April,  186S,  the  parish  lost  the  valued  services  of  their  rector,  he  having  re- 
moved from  He  city.  Sunday  services  were,  however,  continued  iiy  the  reading 
of  morning  service  and  a sermon  by  the  wardens.  Evening  service  was  con- 
ducted by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spaulding,  of  St.  Paul's. 

In  5Iay  following,  the  Rev.  Calvin  C.  Parker  was  elected  rector,  who  ac- 
cepted the  call  and  entered  upon  his  duties  the  first  Sunday  in  July. 

The  parish  was  duly  incorporated  in  -June  by  a charter  granted  by  the  ci  urt, 
and  was  admitted-  into  union  with  the  convention  of  the  diocese  June  2. 

In  July,  plajis  and  speciticationb  were  prepared  for  a church  edifice,  which 
was  erected  on  a lot  on  Sixteenth  street,  between  Peach  and  Sassafras  streets. 
The  corner  stone  was  laid  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  duly  28,  1SG8,  at  6 o’clock, 
by  J.  B.  Kerfoot,  Bishop  of  tho  Diocese  of  Pittsburgh,  with  the  usual  religious 
coremonies'peculiar  to  the  Episcopal  Church. 
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The  Inii tiling  was  con^'ecrated  to  tlie  service  of  Almighty  God  June  20. 
1S71,  by  BisliOj")  Korfoot,  and  Bisliop  Cox  of  Western  Now  York,  the  latter 
preaching  the  sermon. 

Kev.  A.lr,  Parker  remained  as  rector  of  the  church  until  Soptembor,  1872, 
and  in  the  following  November  was  succiHcded  by  Rev.  S.  D.  McConnell,  who.so 
rectorship  t'-nninated  in  April,  1S74.  Tlie  next  rector  of  St.  John’s  was  .Rev. 
S.  H.  Hilliard,  whose  term  of  service  bcga.n  in  Septemlwr,  1874,  and  terminated 
ill  Juno,  lS7b.  The  fol  towing  August  he  was  succeeded  by  his  lirother.  the  Rev. 
F.  W Hilliard,  who  served  the  congregation  until  August,  187S.  Tlev.  J.  i\I. 
Benedict  became  the  next  rector,  entering  upon  his  duties  in  February,  1879, 
and  severing  his  connection  with  the  charge  in  November,  18S1.  Air.  Benedict 
was  succeeded  in  April,  1882,  by  Rev.  L.  C Rogers,  whose  rectorship  extended 
until  duly,  iSSd.  The  present  rector  of  the  church  is  Rev.  AV'iliiam  JI.  Cook. 
Number  of  communicants  is  tifty.  The  whole  number  of  communicants  since 
the  o.vganization  of  the  church  has  boon  19G. 

The  Sabbath  school  is  under  the  superintendence  of  D.  T.  Jones,  and  is 
composed  of  some  hfty  scliolars. 

THE  CHURCH  OF  THE  CROSS  AND  CROWN. 

The  origin  of  this  church  is  mainly  due  to  the  wise  foresight  and  luiwearied 
energy  of  the  Rev.  J.  F.  Spaulding,  former  rector  of  St.  Paul’s  Episco[)al 
Church  of  this  city,  who  did  so  much  to  carry  religious  privileges  to  the  out- 
lying portions  of  it.  Hnder  his  direction,  in  Alay,  186S,  a small  Sunday 
school  of  six  teachers  and  eight  scholars  was  organized  at  the  public  schonl- 
house  on  East  Tenth  street,  near  Beech  lane,  and  placed  under  the  superin 
tendence  of  Air.  Boyd  ATucent.  The  neighborhood  was  thoroughly  canvassed 
for  scholars  by  visiting  from  house  to  house,  and  a men's  Bibdo  class  soon 
started. 

In  October  following,  lay  services  on  alternate  Sundays,  with  the  reading 
of  a sermon,  were  begun,  and  attended  by  a dozen  or  tifteen  persons.  These 
services  and  the  Sunday  school  were  soon  found  to  bo  mutually  productive  of 
benelit.  -A.t  Christmas,  there  w'as  an  average  attcndaiice  in  the  school  of  sixty 
scholars  and  eleven  teachers.  Soon  after  a Al'oman’s  Bible  class  was  added, 
and  mainly  fi'orn  the  members  of  this  and  the  men’s  Bible  class  the  attendance 
,at  the  weekly  church  services  was  increased  to  thirty  or  forty  persons.  About 
this  time  the  whole  work  was  given  fresh  ciiaracter  by  assuming  the  unusual 
but  beautiful  name  of  “The  Cross  and  Crown  Alission.”  By  Alay  24,  the  first 
anniversary  of  the  school's  organization,  the  average  attendance  of  scholars 
was  eighty.  In  June,  the  lay  services  were  superseded  lyv  an  afternoon  cler- 
ical service  by  the  Rev.  Air  Spaulding.  This  of  course  was  a great  im- 
provement, again  giving  greater  reality  and  promise  of  permanence  to  the 
work.  The  conlidence  of  success  which  this  new  feature  inspired,  and  the 
value  of  thus  at  once  associating  mission  schools  in  people’s  minds  with  church 
authority,  and  that  a.s  inte.gral  parts  of  church  life  and  work,  was  shown  very 
soon.  From  the  beginning  the  expenses  of  the  mission  huvl  been  partly  met 
by  the  contributions  of  the  members  themselves,  though  tliey  Avere  mainly  de- 
frayed by  donations  from  St.  Paul’s  Sunday  School  and  from  a few  interested 
friends,  as  also  by  subscriptions  in  the  mother  [varish.  But  la  October  of  that 
year  (1809),  only  eighteen  months  after  the  mission  was  started,  the  number  of 
adult  members  in  the  congregation  and  Bible  class  Avas  such  that  they  spon- 
taneously proposed  and  proceeded  to  make  the  Avork  actually  self-supporting, 
although  still  formally  connected  with  St.  Paul’s  parish. 

In  NoA’ember,  the  original  superintendent  being  called  aAvay'  from  the  city, 
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Mr.  William  T.  Smith  was  unanimously  elected  to  fill  the  place.  The  average 
attendance  of  the  school  reported  at  Chri.stinas  was  uinoty.  and  in  Aju'il  follow- 
ing four  persons  from  the  men's  Bible  class  were  confirmed  at  St.  Baul’s 
Church,  thus  realizing  the  first  fruits  of  the  work  of  love  in  this  mission.  In 
January,  -5217  had  been  raised  by  subscription  for  the  purchase  of  a cabinet 
organ  and  a small  library,  and  soon  after  steps  were  taken  for  the  erection  of 
a cha])el.  Out  of  five  lots  generously  offered  for  the  purpose,  that  of  JMr.  Will- 
iam M.  YVatts,  of  Carlisle,  and  situated  at  the  corner  of  Twelfth  and  Ash 
streets,  was  accepted.  Jhie  corner-stone  was  laid  in  July,  and  in  February, 
1871,  the  whole  edifice,  I'cady  for  use  and  free  from  debt,  was  consecrated  to 
tho  worship  and  service  of  Almighty  God. 

The  building  as  it  stood  in  1872  cost  S4,(>00,  of  which  $S0O  were  contrib- 
uted by  tho  members  of  tho  mis.sion,  and  the  brdance  by  members  of  St.  Paul’s 
jiarish.  It  is  60.v20  feet,  interior  measure;  has  a chancel  16x14  feet,  and  a class 
room  on  either  side,  sixteen  feet  square.  In  April  following, thirteen  persons  more, 
mainly  from  the  classes  of  the  Sunday  school,  were  confirmed,  the  latter  thus 
realizing  its  true  character  as  a training  school  for  the  church.  In  July  of  t]).at 
year,  the  Kev.  Boyd  Vincent,  as  assistant  minister  of  St.  Paul’s  Church,  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  vrork  hero.  In  July,  1872,  “ The  Church  of  the  Cross 
and  Crown.”  was  admitted  into  union  with  the  convention  of  the  diocese  as  an 
entirely  independent  and  self-supporting  parish,  Mr.  Vincent  becoming  at  the 
same  time  its  full  rector.  Mr.  Yineenl’s  rectorship  of  the  charge  was  dis- 
solved in  the  spring  of  1874.  His  successor  was  the  Pev.  Bernard 
Schcilte,  who  remained  with  the  chureb.  until  •June, 1870.  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  Bev.  S.  A.  MeXulty,  whose  stay  with  the  church  was  less  than  one  ymar,  he 
having  left  June  1,  1877.  Lr  July  of  that  year,  the  Bev.  John  Graham  be- 
came rector  of  the  church  and  served  for  a ])oriod  of  two  years’.  The  pulpit 
was  then  vacant  for  some  months,  and,  in  January,  ISSO,  the  next  rector  of 
the  church,  Bev.  Vf.  H.  Bogers,  entered  upon  his  duties.  The  term  of  his 
rectorship  lasted  until  August,  ISSl,  from  which  time  rmtil  April,  1882,  the 
church  was  without  a I’ector.  At  the  date  last  named,  the  Bev.  L.  W.  Bogers 
became  the  rector  of  the  Church  of  the  Cross  and  Crown  and  remained  in  such 
relation  with  it  until  July  1,  1883.  On  Sabbath,  July  29,  1SS3,  a call  was  ex- 
tended to  the  Bev.  E.  M.  McGuffey,  of  Urbana,  Ohio,  to  succeed  Bev.  Mr. 
Bogei's.  The  num’oer  of  communicants  of  the  church  is  now  about  150.  Tho 
Sabbath  school  is  superintended  by  Mr.  James,  Bassett  and  numbers  about  300 
scholars.  Under  the  rectorship  of  Kev.  Air.  Schulte,  tho  infant  room  was  eu- 
larged,  and  in  July,  1883,  a bell  was  added.  The  Parochial  Society  and  Young 
People.s’  Guild,  working  societies,  were  organized  under  the  rectorship  of  Bev. 
Mr.  Ivogers. 

THE  FIRST  WETHOinST  EPISCOPAL  CHCIRCH. 

Meetings  of  tho  Methodist  Ejnscopal  denomination  were  lield  in  Erie  by 
circuit  preachers  at  long  intervals, commencing  in  ISOI.  "Worship  took  place  in 
the  winter  of  1810  and  1811  in  a tavern  on  the  west  side  of  French  street,  be- 
tween Sixth  and  Seventh.  A congregation  seems  to  have  been  partially  estab- 
lished soon  after  the  beginning  of  the  century,  but  no  regular  permanent  or- 
ganization was  effected  until  the  year  1826.  Kev.  Samuel  Gregg,  in  his  “ His- 
tory of  Methodism  Within  the  Bounds  of  Erie  Conference,”  thus  alludes  to  the 
church  at  Erie  in  1826:  “ Erie,  Bonn. , was  a nourishing  village  in  which, though 
Methodist  preaching  had  frequently  been  enjoyed  by  the  people,  no  permanent 
organization  had  been  made  until  this  year.  Mr.  James  McConkey  and  wife, 
members  of  the  IMethodist  £pisco])ai  Church  in  Baltimore,  moved  to  Erie  to 
reside:  and  Mr.  David  Burton  and  wife  attended  the  meeting  at  Harbor  Creek, 
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and  were  tliere  converted,  and  invited  Mr.  Ivnapp  to  e.'taldish  au  aj'>|)ci]'iluient 
in  Erie,  and  tlie  same  winter  a class  was  formed  composed  of  the  alcove-named 
jcersons  ;uid  a few  others.  Mr.  McConkey  was  a])pointed  leader,  and  soon  after 
secured  to  the  church  the  lot  on  Seventh  street,  on  which  tlieir  first  church  was 
subset juently  built;  the  cost  was  S80(\  ” 

The  Mr.  Knapp  referred  to  was  FvGv.  .ttciiry  Knapp,  who  at  this  time  was 
in  charge  of  North  East  Circuit.  He  died  in  Wesley ville,  thi.s  county.  May 
20,  1827,  ami  his  iiual  resting  place  may  be  found  in  the  rear  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  th;i,t  village.  , 

Thus  was  the  embryo  of  the  First  Melhodist  Church  of  Erie.  The  min- 
isters who  traveled  the  circuit,  of  v.'hich  the  First  Church  constituted  an  appoint- 
ment from  1S2G  until  ISGU.  were  Kevs.  Nathaniel  Eeoder  and  E.  Stevenson,  in 
1S2G;  Kev.^.  Job  Wilson  and  J.  OV.  Davis,  in  1S27;  Revs.  J.  W.  Davis  and  J. 
Jones,  in  lB2S;  Revs.  S.  Ayers  and  dV.  C.  Richey,  in  1S29.  In  lS3t>,  the 
appointment  was  on  Erie  Circuit,  which  was  formed  that  year.  The  preacher 
in  charge  was  Rev.  J.  S.  Barn's,  witli  Rev.  A..  C.  Young  as  his  colleague.  Mr. 
Barrib’  salfiry  this  year  vs’as  SlC7.  December  26,  1830,  at  the  close  of  a moot- 
ing in  the  court  house,  where  the  YI’ethodists  then  w'or.ship(?d,  a subscrijiiion 
paper  vras  cii'ciilated  to  raise  money  to  pay  the  preacher.  On  the  paper  occur 
the  names  of  George  Moore,  Capt.  OVright,  Albert  Kelso,  J.  Lantz,  Pressly 
Arbuckle,  dVilliara  llimrod  and  Thomas  Yloorhead,  Jr.  For  the  support  of 
the  preacher.s  on  Erie  Circuit  in  1833,  First  Church  subscribed  §55.  From 
lS3t'  until  1831.  the  circuit  riders  to  this  appointment  were,  in  the  year  1831, 
Re^s.  J.  R.  Kent  and  A.  Plimpton;  1832,  Revs.  J.  Chandler  and  E.  P.  Stead- 
man; 1833,  Revs.  J.  Chandler  and  S.  Gregg. 

In  183-1,  Erie  charge  was  made  a station,  and  the  appointment  giv.-n  to 
Rev.  E.  P.  Steadman,  which  he  did  not  till,  and  the  church  v.'as  supplied. 
During  the  following  year,  at  which  tiTuethe  Pirst  iMethodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  this  city  may,  perhaps,  more  properly  speaking,  date  its  establishment,  the 
church  officers  were  as  follows;  Trustees,  James  iMcConkey,  E.  N.  Hulburt,  John 
Richards,  Daniel  Burton;  Stewards,  James  YfeConkey,  E.  N.  Hulburt,  Daniel 
B.  Jjorge,  James  Thompson;  Class  Leaders,  James  AlcConkey,  David  Bui'Cm 
and  James  Thompson. 

Efforts  were  made  in  the  years  183G  and  1837  to  erect  a house  of  worship, 
which  failed,  but  the  third  effort  proved  a success,  and  in  1S3S-30  a frame 
church  building  was  built  on  Seventh  street,  and  at  the  close  of  the  conference 
year,  1839,  the  first  official  meeting  was  held  in  “ MTsley  Chapel.”  In  18-14, 
the  annual  conference  was  held  in  this  house,  and  the  church  had  so  increased 
that  it  was  found  necessary  to  cmlarge  the  building,  which  was  done  at  an  ex- 
pense of  81,300.  In  1851,  a parsonage  was  built,  and,  in  the  year  following, 
a committee  was  appointed  to  select  a place  in  the  city  for  a second  church. 
The  committee  re^'/orted  a place,  and  organized  a Sabbath  school  in  South  Erie, 
out  of  which  grew  Simpson  Methodist  Ej)iscopal  Church. 

The  second  and  present  house  of  woi’shi])  of  the  First  Church  is  located  on 
the  southeast  corner  of  Seventh  and  Sassafras  streets,  and  is  among  the  im- 
posing church  edifices  of  the  city.  It  is  constructed  of  brick,  and  was  erected 
in  iSoO-GO,  at  a cost  of  81-1,000.  The  architect  was  H.  M.  'Wilci)x,  and  the 
building  committee,  William  Sanborn,  James  S.  Sterrett.  J.  Hanson,  John 
Burton,  J.  B.  Johnson.  WTlliam  C.  Keeler  and  A.  A.  Craig.  The  building 
was  completed  and  dedicated  November  14,  18G0;  sermon  by  Bishop  Simpson. 
Tlio  present  member.ship  of  the  church  is  450.  The  pastors  of  the  church 
since  1835  have  been  as  follows:  A.  G.  Sturges,  1835:  R.  A.  A.ylwoilh,  1836; 
J.  Lov.'e,  1S37;  J.  W.  Lowe,  1838;  B.  K.  Maltby,  1S39;  J.  J.  Steadman, 
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iSki;  A.  Hall,  1841;  A.  IM.  Hrowti,  lS-12;  D.  Smitli,  ISIB;  C,  Kingsley,  1844; 
Ol  Kingsley,  1S45;  'Lester  James,  1840;  T.  Stubbs,  1847;  T.  Stubbs,  1848; 
E.  Jones,  1849;  S.  Gregg,  iSoO;  S.  Greg'g,  1851;  J.  JV.Lowe,  1852;  H.  Kins- 
ley, 1853;  J.  E.  Chapin,  1854;  J.  E.  Chapiu,  1855;  4V.  F.  Wilson,  1850;  W. 
E.  Wilson,  1857;  D.  C.  Wright,  jS5S;  G.  W.  Clarke,  1859;  J.  E.  Norton, 
1859;  J.  Feate,  i860;  J Peate,  ISGl;  D.  0.  Osborne,  1862;  I).  0.  Osborne, 
iSGo;  D.  C.  Osborne,  1S64:  E.  A.  Johnson,  1865;  E.  A.  Johnson.  .1866;  E. 
A.  Johnson,  1867;  A.  S.  Dobbs,  1868;  A.  S.  Dobbs,  1869;  E.  J.  L.  IJalcer, 
1869;  W.  W.  Wythe,  1870;  W.  W.  Wythe,  1871;  A.  Wheeler,  1872;  A.  Vriieeier, 
1873;  W.  VJ.  Eamsav,  1874;  W.  W^.  Kam‘'av.  1875;  W.  W.  Rainsav,  1876; 
J.  D.  Adams,  1877;  J.  D.  Adams,  1878;  D.  IJ.  Muller,  1879;  D.  H.‘ Muller,' 
1880;  D.  H.  Muller,  1881;  A.  N.  Crait,  1882;  A.  X.  Craft,  1883. 

The  Sabbath  school  v.'as  organized  in  tiie  conference  year  1829-30,  with 
E.  X.  Hulburt  as  Sipjerintendent.  The  lirst  corps  of  teachers  teas;  Alias 
i\.lary  Converse,  Aliss  Alary  Coover.  Thomas  Richards,  Peter  Burton,  Thomas 
vStovens,  A tiss -Amanda  Bowers,  Rebecca  AY atkinson,  Francis  Dighton  and  John 
Dillon.  The  place  of  holding  it  was  in  a small  one  story  frame  building,  on 
Ea.-it  Fourth  between  French  and  Holland  streets.  The  sebooFis  now  superin- 
tended by  H.  A.  Strong  and  the  enrollment  is  350. 

SIMPSOX  .METHODIST  UPISCOrAL  CUrKCH. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  winter  of  1858,  a meeting  of  eight  weeks  was  held 
by  the  pastor  of  the  Seventh  street  Jlethodist  Episcopal  Church,  W.  F.  Wil- 
son. It  was  wonderinlly  blessed  of  the  Lord,  many  souls  being  converted  and 
reclaimed.  Xearly  a hundred  were  added  to  the  church  and  quite  a number  of 
them  were  in  what  is  now  South  Erie.  The  brethern  of  the  bast  named  locali- 
ty, feeling  that  the  class  and  prayer  meetings  could  be  held  with  protit  there, 
in  that  part  of  the  city,  as  many  of  the  young  converts  w'ere  in  that  section, 
besought  the  yiastor  to  organize  a class,  which  he  did,  and  appointed  Heraan 
Janes  the  leader.  He  remarked  at  the  time,  “I  do  it  wnth  a measure  of  sad- 
ness, for  ibis  is  the  germ  of  a new  and  distinct  society.”  As  if  by  special 
providence,  Brother  Lleman  Janes  had  secured  a lot  and  erected  a building  for 
a select  school  on  Sassafras  street,  near  at  hand,  wdiere  the  class  could  meet  for 
prayer  meetings  or  social  worship.  Those  gatherings  were  w^ell  attended  and 
were  seasons  o great  spiritual  refreshings.  The  number  of  members  thus  as- 
sociated was  twenty-live.  Soon  after  this,  a Sunday  school  was  organized, 
which  commenced  -with  sixty-three  in  number,  and  never  has  been  less  to  this 
day.  Capt.  Thomas  Wilkins,  of  precious  memory,  was  its  first  Superintendent. 
The  schnoihouse  continued  to  be  the  main  rallying  place  till  the  now  chiirc.h 
was  built,  when  it  was  moved  on  to  the  church  lot,  and  became  part  of  the 
present  parsonage.  Before  this,  and  during  tlie  pendency  of  a question  of  build- 
ing on  Seventh  street-  -\vheu  fear  was  predominating  over  hope — about  the  1st  of 
May  the  brethren  and  friends  of  the  church  began  to  consider  the  propriety  of 
building  a chapel  in  this  part  of  the  city.  Brother  Wilson  being  applied  to, 
organized  a Board  of  Trustees  composed  of  Thomas  AVilkins,  Hernan  Janes, 
Emanuel  Goodrich,  .-Alvin  Thayer,  A.  K.  Aliller,  E.  J.  Ames  and  Adam  .Ache- 
son.  Though  these  steps  were  taken  and  subscriptions  w'ere  made,  yet  the 
subscribers  proposed  to  tarn  their  contributions  into  the  funds  for  building 
down  town  if  that  enterprise  was  renewed  and  moved  forward,  but  it  was  not  re- 
newed. In  the  meantime  the  lot  where  the  present  church  building  and  parsonage 
now  .stands  was  purchased  by  Capt.  Thomas  AVilkins  and  Hemau  Janos  on  their 
personal  responsibility,  for  the  sum  of  8500,  and  they  held  it  in  reserve  to  await 
tiro  demands  of  the  church.  The  cliurcb.  at  Seventh  street  hc.viug  given  up  build- 
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iug  at  that  time,  the  pastor  armomiced  that  be  was  in  favor  of  building  on  the  lot 
pnrcbasod  by  Wilkins  and  Janes,  A snbsoription  was  circulatod  and  sums 
were  ]ilodged,  some  of  the  largest,  as  follows;  Tliomas  Wilkins,  ?300;  E. 
Goodrich.  S'200;  Dr.  Dickinson,  ?lOi);  A.  Aeheson,  §100;  A.  Yale,  $100; 
Jacob  Hanson.  §100;  H.  Janes,  §500;  in  all  about  §1,000.  This  was  the  con- 
dition of  things  when  the  Aumral  Conference  came  in  iSoS,  7Y.  F.  7Vihson 
having  tilled  the  two  \ ears’  pastorate,  was  succoedod  by  llev.  I).  0.  Wright. 
Soon  after  Bishop  Si!U]'so!i,  whoso  health  was  impaired,  visited  Erie,  spent 
some  days  in  its  heallhfu!  atmosphere,  and  learning  the  facts  of  church  eyten- 
sion  history  and  conditions  in  the  city,  bade  these  brethren  and  friends  in 
South  Eric.  God  speed.  Having-  secured  a subscription  to  justify,  on  August 
3,  they  let  the  contract,  and  the  v/ovk  began  in  earnest.  At  times,  however, 
the  circumstances  were  very  unpro])itious,  and  discouragements  severe. 
Brother  Wright  stood  aloof  and  had  never  a word  of  cheer,  and  some  of  the 
good  brethren  in  the  city  looked  upon  the  new  church  as  the  tomb  of  IMethod- 
ism,  but  it  has  proved  to  be  the  temple  of  God. 

To  bring  the  enterprise  to  a successfulterminatioii  required  sturdy  financial 
lifting  on  the  part  of  a few.  Nobly,  generously,  and  bravely  did  they  bend 
their  backs  to  the  sacrifice  and  toil.  Earnestly  was  prayer  ofi’ered  for  the  suc- 
cess of  the  enterprise,  and  under  the  guidance  and  blessing  of  Divine  Prov- 
idciice  was  it  grandly  achieved. 

AVheu  all  was  ready,  that  prince  in  Israel,  Bishop  Simpson,  was  called  to 
minister  on  the  joyful  occasion  of  opening  for  the  worship  of  Almighty  God 
this  ]>lace  of  rest.  This  crowning  event  took  place  June  BJ,  1S59. 

The  regular  pastors  of  tlie  church  from  its  organization  to  the  present  time, 
with  their  term  of  service,  is  given  in  the  following  list; 

1S60-01,  W.  P.  Bignell;  1SG1~G2.  R.  M.  Warren;  1862-03,  E.  M.  War- 
ren: 1S63-G4,  A.  0.  Tibbitts;  186-1-65,  J.  II.  Tagg;  1865-GO,  J.  H.  Tagg; 
1866-67,  J.  H.  Tagg;  1867-68,  I).  Prossor:  lSOS-69,  F.  H.  Beck;  1809-70, 
A.  N.  Craft;  1870-71.  A.  N.  Craft;  1871-72,  R.  N.  Stubbs;  1872-73,  E.  N. 
Stubbs;  l8T3-i-i,  E.  H.  Y’ingling;  1874-75,  E.  H.  Y'ingling;  1875-76,  P.  P. 
Pinney;  1876-77.  P.  P.  Pinuey;,  187  7-78,  E.  A.  Squier;  1878-79,  J.  A. 
Kummer;  1879-80,  J.  A.  Kummer;  18S0-S1,  J.  A.  Kummer;  18S1-S2,  J.  C. 
Scofield;  18S2-S3,  J.  C.  Scofield. 

Simpson  Church  has  accomplished  great  good  in  South  Erie,  and  is  destined 
to  future  years  of  usefulness.  The  present  membership  is  230.  with  a pros- 
perous Sabbath  school  nuinberiug  268  scholars,  superintended  by  Rev.  Henry 
Sims.  The  church  edifice'  is  a substantial  one,  constructed  of  wood,  though  of 
an  ancient  pattern. 

TF.Nl'II  STREET  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

Some  active  measures  looking  toward  the  organization  of  a Third 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Erie  were  taken  daring  the  year  1866.  A 
subscription  of  §3,000  was  raised  and  two  lots  donated,  provided  the  church 
was  built  within  five  years.  It  was  not,  however,  until  August  30,  1871,  that 
the  movement  passed  into  the  actual  stage.  Rev.  R.  F.  Keeler  was  appointed 
by  the  Erie  Conference  of  that  year  pastor  of  the  Erie  City  Mission,  with  an 
assi.stiug  appropriation  of  §350.  The  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  in 
the  September  following,  gave  him  permission  to  preach  in  their  rooms  on 
Eleventh  street,  east  of  Parade,  and  soon  after  resigned  their  Sunday  school 
into  his  hands.  On  the  Sth  of  October  of  the  same  year  a class  was  formed  of 
nine  persons,  consisting  of  Seymour  Torrey,  Loader;  John  S.  Grove,  Sarah  A., 
Grove  51.  F.  Hope,  R.  Hare,  A.  Speckman,  5Iary  Thompson,  Charles  N.  and 


h.’i.i  S.O  ■;i,SK,w-  ,f 

h)  <(ft'.rA  odi  bn 

.^;0':D  k) 


C'  ffii  oi 

•jo)^/d  ae^h : 
.■'SW-.tf.I.iCJOg;,; 


HC4-3ifii?<iyeffo,  hen  Mmiki&t<{ria  W^£i«i«WiU  orf*;.^ 

fiofddi  to  xiifwM-^^a 


'w«'^  f V/ I.  c .f  ii;j  ^ 

-vui'^l  (jnhia  io  '^aremU  l^as  ^ 


— <t:-  Trtrsry--  .n-.  , 

-•m  ^r.M  M yJfd-0881''..  A .'■ 

A':..--  ^ '■  ■ ito. 


su4oimie  m'-^ST 


’oim. 


*=^!  ■•'■'■ 

■ ■ - - 

A 

ifvv'iJi 

ifuU 
iiAiu 

fiii  tiJiw  <^1^3' aitl  :i 

tx,  rTko«^A:»MJaf40  a'n^K  ;gfi,;pX  f)*(T  ' 

oo.i9«  -xfaad  't^di  bk;i  ;,■  ^'■'  ■ 

lo  bojfi'iw.  %ii9X'<»m«i  '^  io 

bm  f.K  Bejud^  .qomqmodX  ■ xtstW 


M 


CITY  OF  ERIE. 


571 


];ose  IV.  V>'LGeler.  Seplea^ber  25,  1S71,  a Building  (TauroitteG,  consisliug  of 
Bc'vt..  W.  IV  AVytlie,  B.  2\.  Stubbs,  B.  F.  Keeler,  and  Messrs,  T.  b!  Tluubur, 
I;.  TV  (iiaggiu.  J.  S.  Grove.  VV.  H.  Denjiug  and  U.  Davis  vas  formed.  Tliey 
selected  a lot  on  East  Tenl’li  street,  between  Asli  and  Wallace,  having  a front- 
age of  103  feet,  with  a good  house  on  the  east  half,  suitable  for  parsonage. 

At  the  first  Quarterly  Mee-ting',  Kovemher  9,  1871,  1).  M.  Stever,  Brosuling 
Elder,  B.  Hare.  M.  E.  Hope,  J.  S.  Grove  and  S.  Torrey  were  apiiointed  Stew- 
ards, and  foriy-live  members  were  reported  at.  the  following  conference. 

The  corner  stone  of  the  new  church  was  laid  May  15,  1873,  dedicated  ,Tan- 
uarv  15,  1874,  and  the  last  inch  biedness  canceled  in  1882,  having  now  about 
eighty  members  eui'olled.  The  following  ]>astors  have  served  the  church  i)i  the 
order  ncmed;  B.  F.  Keeler,  E.  A.  Caruihers,  D.  M.  Stever,  IV.  W.  Wythe, 
B.  AT.  Gwynn,  W.  G.  Williams,  W.  Martin,  W.  M.  Martin,  P.  A.  Reno  and 
J.  H.  Herron. 

Tltn  AVr.ICAIC  METHODIST  El'lSCOPAL  CIICKCTI. 

The  African  TvJethodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Erie,  was  re-organized  in  the 
spring  of  1877,  by  Bev.  J.  M.  Morrison,  of  Oil  City,  Penn.,  with  a rneinber- 
shi[>  of  about  fifteen  persons,  the  proceedings  taking;  place  in  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  Third  street,  betsvcen  Che.stnut  and  Walnut 
streets.  Their  place  of  worship  for  a time  immediately  following  organiza- 
tion was  on  French  street  near  the  park,  whei'e  they  worshiped  but  a short 
time  and  then  came  into  possession  of  their  present  cLuicli  building  which 
then  stood  on  Sixth  street,  just  east  of  Holland,  and  was  owned  by  the  Young; 
Men's  Christian  Association,  from  whom  it  was  a partial  gift  to  the  colored 
society.  The  building  was  repaired,  painted,,  etc.,  and  dedicated  May  19, 
1878,  by  Bishop  Wayman.  On  this  occasion  the  Trustees  of  the  society, 
Messrs  B.  A.  Johnson,  John  Lightfoot,  John  Powers,  .James  Davis  and  .James 
Williams  presented  the  church  building  to  the  Rev.  Bishop,  Avho  began  the 
services  by  reading  from  the  ritual. 

The  pastors  of  the  church  have  been  as  follows;  Rev.  Benjamin  Wheeler, 
Rev.  W.  A.  J.  Phillips,  Rev.  W.  P.  Ross,  Rev,  J.  A.  Russell  and  Rev.  John 
M.  Palmer. 

The  Sabbath  school  was  organized  while  the  church  was  holding  services 
on  French  street.  It  numbers  from  sixty  to  seventy-five  scholars.  The  pres- 
ent church  membersliip  is  forty-two. 

In  1881,  the  society  purchased  a lot  on  Seventh  between  Holland  and  Ger- 
man streets  for  S500,  and  moved  thereto  the  church  building. 

THE  FIRST  BArnST  C HIjIlCH. 

Among  the  early  settlers  of  Erie  were  found  some  having  sympathy  with 
Baptist  views  of  faith,  doctrine  and  practice.  No  organization  was  attempted 
by  them  unti  I the  spring  of  1831 . In  the  month  of  March  in  that  year,  the 
first  revival  interest  of  any  particular  prominence  in  the  city  took  place  in 
the  First  Brosbyterian  Church.  Among;  the  converts  were  some  who  were 
children  of  Baptist  parents,  and  others  having  sympathy  with  them.  The 
Lord  seemed  by  these  things  to  bid  them  organize  a church  wherein  tliey 
could  work  in  harmony  with  their  own  conceptions  of  Bible  truth.  Accord- 
ingly this  was  done,  and  the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Erie,  Penn.,  was  organ- 
ized and  recognized  by  a council  called  for  the  purpose  on  the  10th  of  April, 
1831,  having  the  following  fifteen  constituent  members;  By  letter,  Rev.  E. 
Tucker,  D.  D.,  pastor;  Mr.  and  Airs.  Grin  N.  Sage,  E.  D.  Gunnison,  Airs. 
Soule,  Airs.  Phillips.  Airs.  Fross,  Aliss  Williams;  by  Baptism,  Otis  G.  Carter, 
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Bowo  B.  Rood.  Charles  T.  Saf>o,  Miss  Julia  Berry.  Miss  Penelope  Mann,  M iss 
Ijiliio  A.  Soule,  Miss  Sophia  E.  Gunnison  and  Miss  Zilphia  B.  Cilley.  The 
moetings  of  this  religious  body  were  held  in  the  Erie  Academy  building,  and 
soroetiines  in  the  court  house,  until  their  lirst  church  editice  was  OLOCted  in  the 
year  1833,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Fifth  and  Poach  sfcreots.  It  was  a sub- 
stantial brick  structure,  having  galleries. 

The  fallowing  is  a complete  list  of  the  pastors  of  the  church,  with  date  of 
aettlemont  and  resignation; 

Kev.  E.  Tucker,  D.  D..  settled  April  10,  1S3I;  resigned,  1832.  Rev.  M’ill- 
iam  H.  Newman,  settled  March  2-1.  1832;  resigned  November  2,  1833.  Rev. 
Charles  Morion.  November  2,  1833;  July  2,  183(3.  Rev.  Ried  S.  Wi thorall,* 
December  3,  1S36.  Rev.  James  A.  Keyes, *A.pril  1,  1837.  Rev.  A.  Vi.  Baker, 
January  3,  1S37;  December  17,  1837.  Rev.  LaFayette  Baker,  June  1,  1S3S; 
died  April  2.  1839.  Rev.  Ira  Corwin,  January  1,  1810;  January  1,  1813. 

Rev. Haskell,  ^January  1,  1813.  Rev.  Joel  Johnson,  April  1,  1813; 

August  31,  1811.  Rev.  Zebina  Smith,  Octolior  1,  ISll;  Ajull  1,  1816.  Rev. 
J'.  K.  Barry,  May  1,  lS-16;  May  1,  ISIS.  Rev.  H.  Sillimau,  August  1,  1818; 
February  1,  iSol.  Rev.  Charles  Shermau,  March  23,  1851;  Se))tember  26, 
1852.  Rev.  Gilbert  L.  Stevens,  danuary  1,  1853;  April  1,  1855.  Kov.  J. 
IV.  Hammond,  September  IS,  1856;  A.ugust  8,  1858.  Rev.  AVRlliam  Haw, 
December  18,  1S5S;  May  26,  1861.  Rev.  — — Glanvilie.  October  20,  1861; 
Octobor  20,  1862.  Rev.  J.  L.  Hays,  January  13,  1863;  February  iD,  1861. 
Rev.  William  F.  Bainbridge,  June  1,  1865;  September  1,  ISOS.  Rev.  A.  lY, 
Tousey,  December  1,  1868;  Decomifer  1,  ISG'J.  .Rev.  C.  K.  Harvey,  Decem- 
ber 1,  1869;  November  1,  1871.  Rev.  E.  A.  Stone,  August  1,  1872,  A, 
J.  Bousal,  June  22,  1875;  1878.  'William  Gilkes,  Juno  iS,  1879;  present 
jiastor. 

The  following  have  been  ordained  by  the  church  at  Erie: 

■I  K LaFayette  Baker,  June  — ,1838;  David  J.  J.jloyd,  September  12,  1S3S; 
William  F.  Bainbridge,  December  15,  iSGo. 

■'i.  The  following  brethren  liave  been  licensed  by  the  church; 

^O.  N.  Sage,  July  7,  1833;  D.  J.  Lloyd,  April  1(3,  1835;  LaFayetto  Baker, 
June  3,  1837;  Thomas  Mozley,  January  3,  1816;  George  Wh  Gunnison,  Alarch 
3,  ISIS;  George  Whitman. 

Under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Mr.  Newman,  in  1832-33,  steps  were  taken  to 
build  the  church,  wTiich  was  used  for  thirty  years,  and  in  1865  it  was  rebuilt, 
or  rather  it  was  repaired  and  improved, the  rear  of  the  house  was  extended, the 
tower  built,  the  galleries  removed,  etc.,  and  otherwise  improved  at  a cost  of 
about  §10.000  or  811,000.  The  re-dedication  services  took  place  on  the  lltb 
of  December,  1S65.  Rev.  Dr.  Strong,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  preaching  in  the 
morning,  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Robinson,  of  Roche.ster,  N.  Y. , in  the  evening. 

A noticeable  fact  in  the  history  of  the  church  is,  that  three  of  its  pastors 
were  ordained  to  their  work  in  this  building,  and  man}"  licensed  to  preach,  and 
of  these  is  the  Rev.  George  Whitman,  nosv  a successful  pastor  m Bufi'alo. 

At  different  seasons, the  church  lias  enjoyed  consideral revival  and  blessing. 
Among  its  pastors  especial  mention  may  be  made  of  Zebina  Smith,  who  served 
the  church  very  faithfully  for  two  years,  and  is  still  a living  member. 

Under  the  pastorate  of  Air.  Bainbridge,  the  church  was  visited  by  a gra- 
cious revival,  when  some  200  members  were  identified  w'itli  it. 

On  June  22.  1875,  Mr.  Bousal  was  installed,  and  did  faithful  and  effective 
service,  and  became  endeared  to  the  church  and  people,  but  from  little  una- 
voidable difficulties  he  left,  w-hen'  after  a brief  period  the  present  puistor  be- 
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oamo  assooiatecl  witL  this  people,  tinder  whoso  pastorate  the  church  has  ad- 
vanced nicely,  and  during  the  past  year  quite  a revival  has  taken  place,  and 
resulted  in  some  lifty  accessions  to  the  diurch,  which  is  novr  iu  a prosperous 
condition.  The  membership  is  now  *269. 

A Sabbath  school  has  long  been  maintained  by  this  church. 


FIRST  GERMAN  CAFTIST  CUURCII. 


The  com.meucement  of  the  First  German  Baptist  Church  in  Erie  was  in 
the  month  of  February,  in  the  yea'r  ISGO.  Itev.  A.  Yau  Puttkammer  preaching 
boro  two  weeks,  and  baptizing  sixteen  members,  who  then  belonged  to  the  Fm- 
glisb  Baptist  Cburcb.  until  October,  ISGI.  At  that  time,  there  being  twenty- 
two  members  with  the  pastor,  a German  Baptist  Church  was  officially  organ- 
ized. The  lirst  services  were  held  on  Peach  street,  above  the  depot,  in  a small 
hall,  then  called  Judson  Hfill,  and  also  the  Sunday  school,  numl)eriug  from 
thirty  to  thirty-five  scholars.  In  July,  1S03.  Bev.  Anthony  iiaeu.slor  was 
unanimously  chosen  pastor  of  the  church,  and  accepted  the  call.  In  the  spring 
of  18G4,  the  present  church  was  erected,  and  was  dedicated  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  July  of  the  same  year.  Bev.  hfr.  Shulte,  of  the  Second  Baj  Jist  Church  of 
Buffalo,  preached  a German  dedicatory  sermon  in  the  morning,  and  Elder 
Hages,  of  the  English  Baptist  Church  of  Erie,  preached  in  the  afternoon,  In 
the  spring  of  ISOG,  the  congregation  built  t.he  present  parsonage  back  of  the 
rlmrch.  furnishing  a neat  and  comfortable  home  for  their  pastor.  In  May, 
18(')5,  Rev.  Anthony  llaeusler  accepted  a call  from  Attica.  FT.  Y.  In  June, 
18G5,  Rev.  John  Eisenmenger,  of  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Rochester,  N, 
Y. , was  chosen  pastor,  accepted  the  call,  and  was  ordained  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year.  During  his  stay,  there  were  about  thirty- five  persons  added  to  the 
church  upon  profession  of  faith,  In  August,  ISGS,  Rev.  Mr.  Eisenmenger  ac- 
cepted a call  to  Canada.  In  the  same  month,  the  church  accepted  Rev.  Adolf 
Ginius,  also  from  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Rochester,  IN.  Y. . who  was  or- 
dained a few  months  after.  During  his  stay  here,  fifteen  persons  were  added 
to  the  churcli.  In  Oetolmr,  1871,  he  accepted  a call  to  Scranton,  Bonn.  He 
was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Henry  Hose,  in  December,  1871.  Membershi])  of  the 
church  in  JauiTary,  1873,  sixty.  Rev.  Mr.  Koso  remained  four  years,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Rev.  C.  Martin,  who  served  the  church  as  pastor  until  1879,  and 
was  then  succeeded  by  Rev.  Cf.  Koopman,  who  remained  until  in  Aju’il.  1883, 
since  which  period  the  church  has  fieen  without  a pastor. 

The  church  building  is  a very  modest,  plain  wooden  structure,  located  on 
the  south  side  of  Sovenreenth  street,  between  Peach  and  Sassafras.  It  has  re- 
cently been  repaired  and  painted.  Since  tbe  organization  of  'ibo  cliiircb.,  a 
Sabbath  school  has  l;een  maintained,  which  now  has  an  average  attendance  of 
seventy-tive  scholars,  under  the  superinteudoncy  of  Mr.  Zurn,  Sr. 


ST.  John's  evangelical  Lutheran  and  refor.med  cuukcii. 

Concerning  the  early  preachers  and  followers  of  this  church  iu  Erie,  little 
can  bo  obtained  that  is  tangible.  The  records  of  the  society  reveal  the  fact 
that  as  early  an  September  24,  1815,  communion  services  were  held  in  Ihe  then 
village  of  Erie  by  Rev.  Charles  Yv7  Colson,  of  Meadvillc,  Penn.  In  October 
• '*! lowing,  these  services  were  repeated,  and  twelve  jiersons  partook  of  com- 
mniuon.  It  would  seem  that  no  other  services,  if  held,  were  }daced  on  rec- 

continuo  to  be  recorded 
of  this  denomination 
ilie  first  mentioned 

gMo  until  the  formal  organization  of  the  church,  which  occurred  in  Junu- 
with  lUO  members. 


mnuon.  It  would  seem  that  no  other  services,  if  held,  we 
^>■‘1.  fur  only  such  jw-riods  are  referred  to.  yet  they  continii 
• o.i,,  V(.;ir  to  year,  and  the  presumption  is  that  preaching  of 
uivn  hf,-cn  held  in  Erie  or  viciuitv,  at  intervals  from  il 
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The  next  recorded  miuister  is  ivev.  Michael  Kucliler,  and  the  first  recorded 
cominimion  services  held  by  him  are  under  date  of  November  Id,  1S89,  and 
the  last,  September  15,  18-14.  Mr.  Kuchler'  was  succeeded  by  Kev.  Philip 
Flysel,  who  came  from  Einbech,  Hanover,  Germany,  and  administered  eom- 
muuiou  rites  to  this  ])6oplc  for  the  first  time  March  21,  1845,  and  the  last 
services  August  lo,  1S4S.  when  the  communicants  numbered  157. 

This  congregation,  until  the  year  1S3(3,  held  their  meetiug.s  in  the  neigh- 
borhood schoolhonses,  and  in  other  suitably  buildings.  In  this  year,  they 
built  upon  the  lot  whore  the  }ires8iit  church  edihco  stands,  a frauie  or  wooden 
structure,  which  was  occujiied  as  a house  of  worship  until  their  jn-esent  build- 
ing was  completed. 

The  building  erected  in  iSdi  cost  §10,000;  it  is  a large,  plain,  but  sub- 
stantial brick  building,  with  a tall  spire,  and  has  a seating  capacity  of  nearly 
1,000  persons,  and  is  supplied  with  a pipe  organ,  which  cost  §8,500.  The 
dedicatory  services  took  place  September  14,  1842,  there  being  present  on  the 
occasion  the  Rev.  Bochert,  from  Rew  A'ork  State;  Rev.  Rimck,  of  BulTalo; 
and  Rev.  Sempel,  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  the  lirst  preaching  the  dedicatory 
sermon.  The  list  of  pastors  of  the  church  since  18 18,  with  the  period  of  each 
one’s  service,  as  given  from  the  time  of  their  first  olticlal  act,  with  that  of  the 
last  as  recorded,  is  given  below:  Rev.  C.  G.  Stuebgen,  August  10,  1S4S,  to 
July  17,  1S58;  Rev.  F.  AV.  AVeiskotten,  August  21,  1853,  to  August  6,  1854; 
Rev.  C.  A.  Brockman,  January  7,  1855,  to  June  20,  1850;  Rev.  Jacob  Blass, 
July  10,  1850,  to  November,  1S03;  Rev.  AV.  Schaefer,  November  20,  1SG3,  to 
November  25,  18G5;  Rev.  G.  Bock,  November,  1SG5,  to  January  20,  1SG7 
(diedj;  Rev.  C.  F.  Boahner,  May  20,  18G7,  to  Alarch,  1872;  Rev.  A.  L.  .Benze, 
April  7,  1872,  to  present. 

In  1853,  there  were  from  200  to  225  communicants.  There  are  now  con- 
nected with  the  church  about  GOO  grown  persons. 

In  ISGS,  the  present  neat  parsonage  was  built,  costing  in  the  neighborhood  of 
§2,000,  The  congregation  is  in  possession  of  five  acres  of  ground  where  their 
buildings  now  are  located,  and,  pocuuiarlly  speaking,  is  rich.  They  are  to  build 
a large  and  commodious,  as  well  as  beautiful,  church  edifice  within  the  pres- 
ent year.  During  the  eleven  years’  pastorate  of  Mr.  Benze,  he  has  baptized 
about  1,300  people,  buried  over  500,  and  married  3G0  couples. 

At  the  Sabbath  school  of  the  church,  there  are  now  in  attendance,  scholars 
and  teachers,  3G0. 

ST.  Paul’s  geioian  evasgelical  citurcu. 

The  original  membership  of  this  church  was  cornpiosed  of  xi-om  twenty  to 
twenty-four  persons,  some  of  whom  hatl,  prior  to  its  organization,  been  con- 
nected with  St.  John's  German  Evangeiical  Lutherau  and  Reformed  Church 
of  South  Erie.  St.  Raul’s  organization  may  be  said  to  date  from  the  year  1850,  as, 
during  that  year,  preaching  of  this  denomination  was  held  in  the  Court  House, 
and  subsequently  in  the  Sabbath  school  room  of  the  old  First  Presbyterian 
Church,  those  officiating  being  Revs.  Sullon  and  Barger,  of  Buffalo.  The 
records  fail  to  clearly  show  at  what  particular  date  the  organization  was  ef- 
fected, yet  the  first  regular  pastor  began  his  ministry  with  this  people  Decem- 
ber 1,  1850.  The  society  was  incorporated,  and  perhaps  formally  organized, 
in  May,  1851.  The  church  building  was  erected  during  the  year  1850-51,  at 
a cost  of  about  §4,000,  upon  ground  purcliased  of  Geu.  Charles  AI,  Reed,  for 
§S00.  The  build  in  g seems  to  have  been  de.signated  the  “ brick  church,”  and 
was  dedicated,  in  1851,  by  Rev.  Z.  Haas,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.  The  first  church 
officers  were;  Elders  Heniy  Heebtrnau,  Sr.,  and  Fred  Sueider;  Board  of 
Trustees,  Z.  Cobb,  Fred  Curtze,  J.  J.  Feussler  and  Jack  Rinderkuecht. 
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111  1S79,  the  old  church  building  was  jiartially  tern  down  and  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  the  entire  front,  composed  in  ]iart  of  two  towers  on  either 
side,  one  of  which  culminates  in  a tall  and  graceful  spire;  the  entire  front  is 
ornamented  with  stone  trimmings,  and  the  structure  in  general  is  an  imposing 
one.  This  remodeling  and  rebuilding  was  done,  at  an  expense  of  nearly 
$7,000.  It  Was  re-dedicatod  on  the  loth  of  -June,  ISSO,  with  a sorrnon  by 
Itov.  J.  Bank,  of  Buffalo,  h.  Y.  Other  clerg-ymen  present  were  the  pastor  of 
the  church  and  Rev.  E.  Y’ouug.  In  .1882,  a neat  and  tasty  brick,  parsonage, 
adjoining  the  church,  was  built,  which  cost  $3,000.  The  bell  in  the  church, 
tow'cr  was  a gift  from  August  Javecki  and  wife. 

The  names  of  the  pastors  of  the  church  from  its  organization  to  the  present 
lime,  with  the  date  of  each  man’s  term  of  service,  are  given  in  the  follow'ing  list; 
Rev.  I.  Hartman,  December  1,  1850,  to  April  15,  1852;  Rev.  Ck  Gaadiling, 
December  5,  1852,  to  February  22,  1850;  Rev.  W.  Hasskarl.  April  14,  1850,  to 
April  14,  1857;  Rev.  Z.  Faber,  June  10,  1857,  to  February  21,  1S5S  (died); 
Rev.  F.  R.  luidwig,  hlarch  21,  1853,  to  June  1,  1859,  Rev.  J.  YV.  Semler, 
March  15,  1859,  to  June,  1809  (died;:  Rev.  J.  Keller,  Septeuaber  1,  1809,  to 
November,  1871;  Rev.  E.  Young,  December  1,  1871,  to  May  0,  1870;  Rev.  Y'al 
Kern,  May  30,  1870,  until  the  present. 

The  chiu'ch  membership  comprises  about  250  families. 

A Sabbath  school  is  carried  on  in  connection  with  the  church,  and  num- 
bers some  3S0  scholars  and  37  teachers.  The  pre.sent  Superintendent  is  August 
M ertens. 

SALEM  CHURCH  Or  THE  EVANGELICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

In  the  year  1833,  the  Rev.  J.  Seibert,  w'ho  subsequently  became  a Bishop 
in  the  church,  came  to  Erie  County  as  a mi.ssionary  of  the  Evangelical  Asso- 
ciation to  preach  the  Gospel  to  the  Germans  of  this  locality,  and  visited  the 
vicinity  of  Erie,  and  his  labors  were  abundantly  blessed  in  the  winning  of 
many  souls  to  Chi'ist.  In  after  years,  Revs.  E.  Stoevers,  D.  Brickley,  and  J. 
Noeckor,  ministers  of  the  association,  labored  here  with  more  or  less  success. 
A number  of  Germans  residing  in  Erie  and  vicinity  wmre  moved  by  these 
visits,  and  the  families  of  J.  Steele,  S.  Zinn,  P.  Fendenheim  and  A.  Scheimer 
united  with  the  Evangelical  Association. 

In  1836,  the  Rev.  .].  Boos,  as  preacher  in  charge  of  Erie  Circuit,  visited 
this  little  tiock.  which,  uuder  his  administration,  w'as  increased  by  tho  addition 
of  Conrad  Doll  and  wife.  The  following  year  Rev.  K.  Bucks  was  appointed 
to  the  Erie  Circuit  charge,  under  whose  superintendence  tho  several  families 
were  ox'ganized  into  a class,  with  Philip  Fendenheim  as  their  leader.  In 
1838,  Rev.  H.  BucLs  vras  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Jambert  (tho  t.hen  exist' 
ing  rules  of  the  cliurch  changed  tho  ministers  in  one,  or,  at  greatest,  two 
years).  Further  accessions  to  the  class  this  year  were  the  families  of  M.  Doll, 
J.  Goeppert,  F.  Stoll  and  other’s.  The  following  year,  Rev.  P.  YY'agner  was 
appointed  to  the  circuit,  who  w’as  succeeded  in  1840  by  Revs.  P.  Goetz  and  C. 
Angenstein,  the  circuit  then  embracing  tho  counties  of  Erie,  Crawford  and 
Mercer.  The  former  remained  two  years,  and  the  latter  but  one,  wRen  Rev.  J. 
Schaefer  became  the  colleague  of  Atr.  Goetz.  In  18-12,  these  gentlemen  were 
succeeded  by  Revs.  .1.  Niebel  and  C.  Lindner,  and  they  in  1843  by  Rev.  Samuel 
Ileiss. 

Up  to  this  date,  tho  services  were  held  alternately  in  the  dwellings  of  C. 
Doll,  P.  Fendenheim,  and  latterly  almost  exclusively  in  that  of  Mr.  Doll.  Dur- 
ing the  year  1843,  tho  congregation  erected  a small  frame  church  on  Fom  teenth 
street,  between  Peach  and  Sassafras.  Six  years  later,  a parsonage  was  built  ad- 
joining the  house  of  worship.  Subsequently  a lot  was  purchased  on  the  corner 
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of  Peach  aiirl  Twelfth  streets,  ami  in  1854  tlie  church  building  and  j)<'irsonago 
were  removed  to  it.  This  biiildiup;  gradually  became  loo  small  for  the  increas- 
ing congregation,  and  it  became  necessary  to  provide  a more  commodious  place 
for  worship,  and  hence  the  little  frame  structure  gave  wai  in  the  year  iSGS  to 
the  present  neat  and  subalantial  brick  edifice  which  stamls  ou  the  same  l^ot, 
and  was  erected  at  a cost  of  $7,000.  This,  in  the  year  1881-82,  wa.s  improved 
and  comrnendalrly  adorned. 

In  ISlt,  llev.  Mr.  Heiss  was  recalled  Iw  the  conference  from  tlii.s  field  of 
labor,  and  there  was  appointed  in  hi.s  stead  the  llev.  P.  Hahn.  Follovting 
Mr.  Hahn  to  Erie  Circuit  came,  one  lear  latMr.  Rev.  P.  Wist,  who  labored 
with  this  people  two  years.  His  successor  was  Rev.  J.  Bockert,  v.-ho  likewise 
served  two  years  and  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  J.  Nicolai. 

I^p  to  tbe  year  1849,  the  society  al.  Erie  was  couneeted  with  Erie  Circuit, 
saving  a sliorl  period,  but  in  the  year  following  (1850),  l)y  action  of  tlie  con- 
ference, the  city  was  separated  therefrom  and  taken  u]i  as  a mission,  and  was 
served  one  year  by  Rev,  Mr.  Nicolai.  The  charge  at  Erie  remained  a mission 
for  a number  of  years,  but  was  again  attached  to  the  adjoiniiig  circuit,  vlth 
which  it  remained  until  18G1.  Under  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Nicolai  and  that  of 
his  successor,  Rev.  C,  C.  Koch,  who  was  sent  to  Erie  in  1851  as  missionary, 
there  was  a goodly  number  of  acee.ssiouB  to  the  church.  Mr.  Koch  was  a 
laborer  here  until  1854,  at  wliich  time  he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  I.  G.  Rfciirer. 
The  ne.vt  missionary  in  this  field  was  Rev,  A.  Niobel,  who  came  two  years 
later  and  i-eraained  the  same  number  of  years.  Then  came  Revs.  G.  IV.  Fischer 
and  P.  Schnilly,  -who  served  one  year  each  in  the  order  given.  In  regular 
order,  and  for  the  time  stated  below,  Erie  was  .served  by  Rev.  J.  Riehm,  two 
vmai's:  Rev.  AV.  Schmitt,  one  year;  Rev.  J.  Bernhart,  two  years:  Rev.  A. 
Staehly,  two  years:  Rev.  C.  U.  Harting,  one  year. 

In  ISGI,  Erie  chargee  was  again  made  a mission,  and  so  remained  until 
18G7,  when  it  became’  strong  enough  to  support  its  minister,  and  was  then 
made  a self-supporting  station.  This  occurred  under  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  AI. 
Zirkel.  Since  the  expiration  of  the  pastorate  of  Air.  Zirkel.  in  18G9,  the 
church  has  been  served  by  the  follow'ing  persons:  Rev.  H.  A'\k  Hampe,  two 

years;  Rev.  J.  Dick,  three  years  (it  having  at  this  time  become  a law  that  the 
term  of  service  at  each  place  could  be  three  years);  Rev.  D.  J.  Honeckcr,  two 
years:  Rev.  Thomas  Ruhr,  two  years:  Rev.  J.  Lany,  two  years;  Rev.  G.  F. 
Spreng,  three  years.  In  1SS3,  the  charge  came  under  the  pastorate  of  the 
present  efficient  iucumlient,  Rev.  G.  Berstecher. 

Almost  every  I’car  of  the  church’s  existence,  accessions  have  been  made  to 
it,  which,  however,  were  at  times  considerabh'  checked  by  removals,  deatlis  and 
other  causes. 

The  present  membership  is  150,  with  a Sabbath  school  wKicJi  averages  135. 
The  female  members  of  this  church  maintain  two  societies,  one  for  the  sup- 
port of  orphans,  and  the  other  for  general  benevolent  purposes.  The  society 
evinces  a commendable  degree  of  liberality  in  the  support  of  the  missionary 
cause  and  other  church  enterprises. 

A new  brick  parsonage  is  to  bo  erected  this  year. 

THE  EXGT.ISH  EVANGELIC.^L  I,UTHEK.\X  CTIUPvCTI. 

This  church  was  organized  on  the  15th  of  .August,  ISGI,  by  the  Rev.  J.  H. 
\\k  Stuckenberg,  now  a D,  D.,  in  Germany.  The  church  officers  tirst  chosen 
were  Samuel  M.  Brown  and  Henry  Gingrich,  Elders;  John  T.  Brown  and 
Henry  AVerther,  Deacons. 

The  original  membership  numbered  forty-one.  Their  first  place  of  wor- 
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ship  Vv’us  in  a schoolhouse  in  Sonili  Erie,,  on  Peach  street,  near  Twenty-si-xth. 
Here  the  congregation  contiuned  to  worship  until  the  compietion  of  the  pres 
cut  frame  church  building,  located  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Peach  and 
Eleventh  stroci?,  which  was  dodicatod  to  the  service  of  God  on  the  day  before 
Go(G  Friday,  186  !-.  The  ground  upon  which  the  building  stands  was  deeded 
to  the  council  of  the  church,  namely:  J.  H,  "W.  Stuckenberg,  Samuel  M. 

Brown,  Henry  Gingrich,  John  T,  Bi’own.  and  H.  C.  F.  Werther,  by  John  S. 
Pichards,  Adelaide  P.  Eiciiards,  Ann  Richards  and  John  H.  and  Aim  P.  Vin- 
cent. on  the  18th  of  June,  1S02,  for  the  consideration  of  SI, 200. 

The  pastors  of  the  church  have  been  as  follows:  1801-65,  Ilev.  J.  H.  V/. 

Stuckeuberg,  who,  hovrever,  served  a portion  of  that  period  a.s  Chaplain  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-tifth  Ileginient  J*ennsylvania  Volunteers,  during  which 
time  the  yuilpit  wuis  supplied;  1866-71,  Rev.  J.  L.  Smith;  1872  -7-1,  Rev.  J.  R. 
Groff;  1S74-80,  Rev.  H.  H.  Bruning;  ISSl  until  the  present,  Rev.  Isaac  O.  Baker. 
Mr,  Baker  ptreached  fo]-  the  congregation  diming  tlie  summer  of  ISSO,  but  did 
not  assume  the  pastorate  until  June  12,  1831,  since  which  time  there  have 
been  seventy-two  accessions  to  tlio  church,  and  the  latter  is  in  a prosperous 
condition.  The  membership  is  iiow  200. 

In  connection  with  the  church  a flourishing  Sabbath  school  is  conducted, 
numbering  200. 

THE  GEEMAK  evangelical  LUTHEE.IN  TRINITY  CHUKClf. 

In  the  fall  of  1881,  Erie  was  visited  by  the  ministers  of  a conference  of 
the  Eastern  Histrict  of  the  Missoinl  Synod,  at  the  request  of  several  resident 
Lutherans  of  this  city,  for  the  pimpose  of  establishing  a mission.  They  con- 
tinued their  visits  here  for  a period,  preaching  on  each  occasion  of  their  com- 
ing. until  in  December  of  that  year,  a congregation  composed  of  five. members 
was  formed,  and  a call  sent  to  tlie  Rev.  H.  Sieck,  of  South  Bend,  Ind.  This  cal) 
was  made  for  tlie  pastorate  of  the  little  flock  here,  and  also  embraced  the 
misvsionary  held  of  Northwestern  Pennsylvania  and  Western  New  Voi'k.  This 
call  was  accepted  and  hlr.  Sieck  was  installed  April  23,  1SS2,  and  at  once 
commenced  liis  labors  in  this  tield.  On  his  coming  a house  was  rented  on  the 
corner  of  Sixth  and  Myrtle  streets,  and  fitted  up  both  for  residence  and  house 
of  worshi].).  This  was  used  as  such  until  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  when  a 
lot  on  Seventh  street,  betw’een  jfvrtre  and  Sassafras  streets  was  }>urchased  and' 
the  modest  little  frame  building  now'  standing  there  was  erected  at  a cost  of 
about  SI. 000.  It  was  dedicated  December  3,  1882,  with  a sennon  in  the 
German  language  in  the  moiuiug,  by  Rev.  John  Sieck,  then  of  Eaton  Valiev, 
N.  Y.  (n  ow'  of  Buffalo),  and  in  the  afternoon  the  pastor  preached  a sermon  in 
the  English  language.  The  consecration  ceremonies  were  performed  in  the 
morning-  (Sabbath),  b)'  the  .Rev.  E.  Leemhiiis,  of  North  East.  The  congrega- 
tion comprises  forty  families,  of  which  there  are  twenty  voting  members.  The 
Sabbath  school  was  organized  in  May,  1882,  by  the  pastor  with  four  scholars. 
It  now  comprises  100  scholars  and  7 teachers.  The  pastor  is  the  siijicrintend- 
ent. 

ANSClfAI  CUK.SKD  EEFOEM  CONUIIEGATION. 

About  the  year  1S5S,  some  eight  or  ten  persons  of  the  Jewish  faith  of  the 
city  formed  themselves  into  a Hebrew  congregation,  of  what  might  be  styled 
the  Orthodox  order,  and  met  for  religious  services  in  what  was  known  as  the 
old  livons  property,  on  the  corner  of  Firth  and  French  streets,  occupying  a 
room  up-stairs.  Tbeir  hrst  Rabbi  was  iMr.  IVeil,  who  remained  with  the  con- 
gregation about  one  year,  and  was  succeeded  by  Rabbi  M.  Wiirzel,  whoso  term 
of  service  in  all,  (he  having  twice  ministered  to  the  congregation,)  extend  ed 
over  a period  of  about  fourteen  years.  The  succeeding  Rabbis  in  the  order 
named  have  been  Revs.  Fuld,  Dr.  Flengei,  Levi  and  Stemple. 
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Some  twelvo  or  fourteou  yerirci  ago  tbo  cougiogation  assumed  tlie  present 
title;  and  Lbeir  several  places  of  worship  have  been  (other  than  the  one 
{ibove  named),  on  French  sb'eet,  on  Holland,  between  Eiglith  and  Ninth 
streets,  in  oletcalf  block  on  Slate  street,  and  in  B.jcker’s  block  on  French 
street,  thence  to  the  neat  and  nttractivo  synagogue  of  the  congregation  located 
on  the  north  side  of  Eighth  street,  between  Myrtle  and  Sassafras.  It  is  a 
brick  structure  trimmed  with  stone  and  is  an  ornament  to  the  city.  It  was 
erected  in  ISSd,  at  a cost  of  818,000,  including  the  ground  upon  which  it 
stands.  The  foundation  stoiie  was  laid  by  Mr.  B.  Baker,  tlie  lirst  Eresident  of 
the  congregation  and  one  of  its  oldest  members. 

Isaac  Bakei'  is  the  present  Eresident  of  the  congregation,  S.  Loeb,  Vice 
President,  and  Isaac  N.  Straus,  Secretary.  The  member.ship  is  thirty-five. 

THE  ur;i:rED  BiurrnKKX  curncu. 

This  church  was  organized  April  2,  1.S7S,  at  the  house  of  John  Heed,  with 
a membership  of  twenty-two  })ersons,  by  the  Rev.  John  Hill,  who  was  then 
preaching  in  the  city,  in  the  house  of  w'orshi])  now  owned  b\y  this  denomina- 
tion, tlien  in  possession  of  cme  of  the  Eresbyterian  societies  of  the  city.  In 
Angust,  ISTO,  the  property  was  purchased  by  the  newly  organized  church  of 
the  United  Brethren  in  Ohri.st. 

Since  the  organization,  the  church  has  had  the  following  pastors  in  the 
order  given;  Revs.  John  Hill,  W.  'iV.  Pringle,  a3i<l  John  A.  Thomas,  the  pres- 
ent incumbent;  tlie  present  membership  is  twenty. 

A Sabbath  school  has  i)e(?ir  in  progress  since  the  church  was  organized, 
which  had  for  its  first  Suyicrintendent  AY.  P.  Kingsley;  tlio  school  is  now 
superintended  by  the  pastor  of  the  church,  and  nnmliers  forty  scholars.  Their 
house  of  worship  is  a small  frame  building,  located  on  the  corner  of  Tenth 
and  Cherry  streets. 

THE  FIRST  UraVERSALIST  CHURCH. 

The  first  meetings  of  this  society  in  Erie  were  held  at  the  old  court  house 
in  the  year  1SJ2,  conducted  by  the  Rev,  John  CHirorditho  regular' organization 
was  eftected  about  two  years  later,  and  the  present  church  structure,  situated 
on  the  north  side  of  Ninth  street,  between  breach  and  Sassafras  streets,  was 
erected  in  lS-14,  upon  ground  given  to  the  society  by  Judge  John  Galbraith, 
father  of  Judo;p  AMlliam  A.  Galbwaith,  of  this  city. 

Among  the  early  members  of  the  church  wt>re  Henry  Cadwell,  AVilliam 
Beatty,  John  Dodge,  Clark  an<l  AY'enlock  MeSparreu.  Porter AVarron  and  Judge 
John  Galbraith.  Air.  Gifford,  as  pastor  of  this  church,  was  followed  by  the 
Rev.  A.  G.  Laurie,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  who  entered  upon  his  duties  in 
Noverolier,  1S46,  andiilled  the 'pulpit  until  April,  iS-iO.  In  the  absence  of  rec- 
ords, we  are  prevented  giving  the  exact  period  of  each  rninister'.s  pastorate  who 
has  served  the  congregation.  Eollowiug  the  Rev.  Mr.  Laurie  came  Rev.  John 
Campbell,  who  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  G.  B.  Maxham.  He  was  succeeded 
by  Rev.  J.  E.  Forrester,  whoso  pastorate  extended  over  a period  of  about  one 
decade.  In  the  year  1805,  the  Rev.  Air.  Ijunrie  again  liecame  pastor  of  this 
charge,  and  remained  with  it  ten  years  (1875).  • in  1S70,  Rev.  A.  A.  Ehnyer 
became  pastor,  and  remained  for  about  five  years;  his  successor  was  the  Rev.  II. 
A.  AVestall,  of  Cambridge,  Alass.,  whose  pastorate  began  in  April,  1882,  and  is  yet 
continued. 

The  present  membership  consist.s  of  some  eighty-five  families.  The  church 
ofiicer-s  are:  F.  I’.  Bailey,  Henry  Youug  and  A.  B.  AlcGuii'o,  Board  of  Trustees; 
John  Diunars,  John  Gunnison,  Deacons,  A Sabbath  school,  numbering 
about  one  hunch-ed  teachers  and  scholars,  is  conducted  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Aliss  Rosana  Hayt. 
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ST.  T.VTEICK's  (c.VrifOLTC)  PKO-C.\THEDEAL. 

Years  before  tbo  buililiug  of  St.  Patrick's  Church  on  Fourth  streot,  services 
•of  the  CkithoJic  Church  were  jierformerl  by  tuis.sionaries,  who  occasionally 
visited  Eric  in  order  to  give  the  .few  Catholic  families  then  residing  501*0  an 
■0]'i]’iortuuity  to  practice  their  religion.  As  far  back  as  ISoT,  tlie  Rev,  Father 
AicCkibo  officiated  hei-e  as  pa.stor,  the  house  on  (Tornian  street  now  occnjiied  as 
a dwelling  by  hlr.  Sullivan  being  then  owned  and  used  as  a church  by  the 
English  speaking  Catholics.  As  there  are  no  authentic  records  to  show  the 
■progress  of  this  church,  a space  of  time,  at  least  of  some  years,  will  have  to  be 
passed  over  until  1S4  1,  at  wliich  lime  welind  Rev.  Father  R.  Biwyn  vuKlertaking 
a work  which  at  that  time,  considering  I he  circumstances  and  poverty  of  his 
■then  small  congregation,  was  looked  upon  as  no  small  task,  viz.,  the  building 
of  St.  Patrick's  Cathedral.  Many  of  onr  old  citizens  will  remember  the  dif- 
■ficnlties  against  which  Father  Brown  had  to  contend.  His  congregation  being 
■unable  to  support  him,  vve  occasionally  tiu;l  him  ministering  to  the  wants  of 
the  Catholics  scattered  throughout  the  counties  of  Crawford,  'i'enango  and 
Warren.  Hone  of  the  Catholics  who  then  labored  to  help  the  cause  of  the 
rising  church  expected  to  see  within  the  sanctuary  rails  an  Epi.scopal  throne, 
or  to  receive  from  the  altar  at  which  a priest  only  occasionally  officiated  the 
Episcopal  benediction.  Father  Brown  remained  in  charge  live  years — long 
■onongh  to  see  the  building  of  which  he  laid  the  foundation  inclosed. 
Father  Reynolds  succeeded  Father  Bro'.ni.  and  completed  the  building,  plaster- 
ing it  and  putting  in  pew.s  snilicieutto  acco.mmodato  the  congregation.  Father 
Reynolds  remained  about  one  year,  and  was  s'uccoeded  by  Rev.  Joseph  F.  Beane, 
who  remained  in  charge  of  the  congregation  until  Erie  became  an  Episcopal 
See. 

In  1S53,  the  thirteen  counties  now  belonging  to  the  Diocese  of  Erie  were 
taken  from  the  Diocese  of  Pittsburgh,  and  Rt.  Rev,  M.  O’Connor,  then 
Bishop  of  Pittsburgh,  was  transferred  to  the  newly  erected  See  of  Erie,  and 
became  its  tirst  Bisho[).  He  governed  the  Diocese  of  Erie  about  one  year,  and 
was  again  transferred  to  Pittsburgh,  when  the  late  Rt.  Rev.  J.  M.  Young  Vv'as 
-appointed  to  succeed  him,  and  in  May,  1S5-P  took  charge  of  the  diocose.  Rev. 
Father  Deane  was  pastor  of  tiie  church  until  Bishop  Young’s  coming  to  Erie. 
Immediately  after  the  new  Bishop  took  charge  of  the  diocese,  Rev.  William 
Pollard  was  apyjointed  pastor,  and  after  his  time  we  find  on  the  list  of  the 
cathedral  Rev.  Thomas  Malone,  Rev.  Charles  McCaliion,  Rev.  Whlliam  Lam- 
bert, Rev.  John  Berbeqni  (now  pastor  of  Leconti’s  Milks,  Cleariield  Co.,  Penn.), 
Rev.  J.  O'Con'nor  and  Rev.  E:ither  Kenny. 

In  1858,  Rev.  Thomas  Tracy  (now  pastor  of  St.  AEchael’.s  Church,  Green- 
ville, Mercer  County,  Penn.  '),  was  appointed  pastor,  and  succeeded  Rev.  Father 
Kenny.  Father  Tracy  continued  in  charge  of  the  congregation  some  tive  or 
six  3'ears,  when  he  w-as  appointed  to  tal:e  charge  of  the  Cloariicdd  congregation, 
and  the  Very  Rev.  John  D.  Coady,  Mcar  General  of  the  Diocese,  was  called 
to  Erie  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  congregation.  Father  Coady  remained  in 
charge  of  the  congregation  about  four  years,  until  the  oil  regions  of  Venango 
County  arose  into  importance,  and  calling  there  hundreds  of  all  classes  and  de- 
nomination.s,  who,  in  their  eagerness  to  hoard  up  riches,  would  undoubtedly  have 
forgotten  the  chief  end  for  which  all  should  lai)or,  did  itot  Father  Coady,  so 
well  and  favorably  known  to  all  our  citizens,  both  by  word  and  example,  teach 
his  flock  in  the  oil  region  that  monej’,  like  every  other  material  substance, 
would  pass  awaj'  wit  i time.  The  beautiful  church  now  crowning  the  summit 
■of  Cottage  Hill,  Oil  City,  stands  as  a witness,  bearing  silent  testimou)'  to  the 
self-sacriflciug  spirit  and  zeal  of  Father  Coady. 
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Father  Carroll  .^ucceeiltxl  Father  Coady  as  pastor  of  Sc.  J’atriek's,  audmany 
of  his  people  have  reason  to  thank  him  for  his  ^reat  and  enceoesful  eiYorts  in 
the  cause  of  temperance.  Ho  was  founder  of  the  Pkather  Matthew  Tcmpertmce 
Society.;  he  taught  tliat  in  order  to  be  snccessfnl  in  life  a tnan  should  be  tem- 
perate in  all  things.  The  Father  Matthew  Temperance  Society  is  still 
in  existence,  and  sncces.'^fnl  lioyond  expectatious,  thus  proving  rho  oft-ropoated 
assertion  of  Rev.  Fatlior  Carroll,  that  moral  suasion  is  more  j)owerful  in  the 
cause  of  temperance  than  all  the  restrictions  that  can  possibly  be  made  by 
law. 

It  was  during  Father  Carroll's  time  (ISGC))  that  tho  Catholics  suffered  a 
severe  loss  in  the  death  of  Bishop  Young.  Very  Rev.  John  D.  Coady,  Y.  G., 
was  then  appointed  ad.ministrator,  and  for  nearly  two  years  governed  the  dio- 
cese in  a very  successful  and  satisfactory  manner. 

An  event  of  unusual  importance,  and  worthy  of  commemoration  in  the  history 
of  Catholicity  in  Erie,  was  the  death  of  Rt  Rev.  J.  M.  Y'onng,  Bishop  of  tho 
Erie  Diocese,  which  oC(?nrred  at  the  Episcopal  residence  in  this  city,  Septem- 
ber IS,  I860,  of  heart  di.seas0.  His  demise  and  siibserjuent-  funeral  obse- 
quies brought  a great  concourse  of  people  to  Erie,  among  whom  were  many 
well-lmown  Catliolic  prtdates.  The  last  rites  over  the  distinguished  dead 
took  place  at  St.  .Patrick's  Church,  on  tlie  Friday  morning  succeeding  his  de- 
cease. Rev.  Father  Weiuhardt  was  master  of  ceremonies,  with  Father  Coady 
assistant,  while  the  sermon  was  delivered  by  Bishop  Domenec,  of  Pittsburgh, 
The  church  was  beautifully  draped  with  the  insignia  of  mourning,  and  a feel- 
ing of  deep  sorrow  pervaded  throughout  tlio  large  assemblage.  Tho  funeral 
cortege  contained  nearly  10.000  people,  who  sadly  followed  the  remains  of  their 
beloved  Bishop  to  the  grave.  Bishop  Y'oung  was  born  at  Sanford,  Me.,  in 
August,  180S,  ordained  a priest  in  1887,  and  consecrated  Bishoj)  of  the  Diocese 
of  Erie  in  1854. 

On  the  2d  of  August.  ISGS.  tho  p<resent  bisliop,  Rb  Rev.  Tobias  Alullen, 
was  consecrated  and  took  charge  of  the  diocese,  and  the  rapidity  with  whicli 
churches  have  been  built  and  paid  for  is  a suliicient  proof  of  the  growth  of  tho 
Catholic  faith.  Five  churche.s  are  now  in  the  city,  and  some  ten  or  fifteen 
years  ago  the  whole  Cadholic  population  might  have  been  collected  in  any  one 
of  them.  Institutions  of  learning  and  charity,  too,  have  sprung  up  of  late, 
and  during  the  pnst  dec.aclo  the  magniticent  buildings  known  as  St.  Josejdi’s 
Orphan  Asylum  and  St.  Y'inceut's  Hospital  have  been  erected.  The  congrega 
tion  of.  St.  Patrick's  Fro.-Catbedral  now  numbers  some  8,t>00  souls. 

The  old  building  on  Fourth  street  has  become  too  small,  and  there  is  now 
in  process  of  erection  and  near  coinjjletion  St.  Peter's  Cathedral,  wliich  when 
finished  will  be  one  of  t’ue  grandest — if  not  the  grandest — and  most  imposing- 
church  edifices  in  the  wliole  lake  country.  It  i.s  located  on  the  norlhwest  cor- 
ner of  Tenth  and  Sassafras  streets,  fronting  on  tlie  latter,  and  is  constructed  of 
iMedina,  N.  Yk,  red  sandstone,  trimmed  and  ornamented  with  Avhite  sandstone, 
in  part  from  xAmherst,  Ohio,  and  in  part  frotn  Mercer  County,  Penn.  In 
size,  the  cathedral  is  220  feet  in  length,  and  its  greatest  width  (across  the 
transe}it,  which  is  GG  feet  in  length)  is  130  feet;  while  tho  nave  of  the  build- 
ing is  9SxS3  feet;  the  chancel  is  40x38-1  feet,  and  that  much  of  the  nave  and 
transept  for  pews  is  144x83  feet;  tlio  side  walls  to  the  clear  story  are  42  feet 
in  height,  and  the  clear  story  walls  18  feet,  while  the  height  from  floor  to 
ceiling  is  60  feet.  The  building  is  of  Gothic  style  of  the  thirteenth  century, 
and  rvas  designed  by  C.  O.  Fleoleyq  of  Brooklyn,  N.  Yk  Tho  plan  is  cruciform, 
the  front  being  formed  by-  throe  massive  tow-ers,  of  which  tho  naain  one  is  34 
feet  square  at  the- base,  and  in  height  is  'j’20  feet,  and  the  side  towers  are  each 
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20  foet  gqrirao  at  the  baso.  and  in  height  S9  feet.  Those  are  all  sunnoniilod  by 
spires,  the  one  on  the  main  tower  being  122  foet,  while  that  on  either  of  the 
side  towers  is  37  feet  (ineasaroment  of  towers  from  ])avemeut j.  The  transept 
forms  the  arms  of  the  cross  and  the  cliancel  the  top.  On  the  Tenth  street  side 
of  the  building  is  the  altar  of  St.  IMary.  and  on  the  other  side  correspondingly 
is  that  of  St.  Joseph.  In  either  side  of  the  transept  is  an  immense  (xothic 
window  39x24  feet.  There  aro  many  wintlows  in  tlie  side  walls  and  towers, 
and  within  the  towers  i;.  the  vestibule  into  which  from  the  exterior  ojien  the 
three  main  entrances  to  the  Inukling.  There  being  bnt  two  other  entrances, 
one  to  the  transept  from  the  south  side,  and  the  other  to  the  vestry  from  the 
north  side  cf  the  building.  The  interior  of  the  cathedral  will  bo  tinis.hed  in 
that  elegance  and  grace  corresponding  to  its  exterior  grandeur  and  beauty. 

The  corner  stone  of  the  building  was  laid  on  St.  Peter's  day  (August  1, 
1875) — the  work  having  then  been  in  yirogress  for  two  seasons — amid  the 
lavge.st  demonstration  of  a religious  character  the  city  of  Erie  ever  wdtuessod. 
Mass  was  iirst  celebrated  at  St.  Patrick's  Pro-Cathedral,  after  which  the  }:>ro- 
eession,  composed  of  numerous  societies  of  this  city,  Mecadville,  Corry,  Union 
City  and  other  tdaces,  and  a large  concourse  of  people,  then  proceeded  to  the 
site  of  the  building  wdrere  the  corner  stone  w'as  laid,  the  ceremonies  being  con- 
ducted by  lit.  Kov.  Tobias  Mullen.  An  address  was  delivered  in  English  by 
Bishop  Mullen,  and  one  in  German  by  Piev.  Father  George  Meyer,  of  Meadville. 

The  cathedral,  when  completed,  will  cost  over  a quarter  of  a million  of 
dollars.  The  Protestants,  alike  with  the  Catholics  of  Erie,  v.ill  look  u|.)OU  it 
with  pride  and  aJmiraticn.  and  it  will  stand  a living  monument  to  the  zeal  and 
devotion  of  him  who  now  sits  at  the  head  of  the  diocese  of  Erie,  through  w'hose 
untiring  efforts  the  structure  has  been  reared. 

Father  Thomas  A.  Casey  became  pastor  of  St.  Patrick’s  congregation  in 
1809,  and  has  since  remained  iu  that  relation  with  the  cluirch.  k'rom  1809 
to  1875,  he  w’as  assisted  by  Kev.  Father  McCabe;  from  1875  to  1877,  b}'  Rev. 
Father  E.  J.  Miu'phy;  from  1S79  to  ISSO,  by  Rev.  Father  J.  J.  Calligan,  and 
from  iSSO  to  the  present  by  Rev.  ‘William  Dwyer,  who  is  still  with  the  con- 
gregation. Father  Casey  is  Vicar  General  of  the  Erie  Diocese,  and  together 
with  the  other  priests  of  Erie  County  has  ever  faithfully  seconded  the  bisiiop 
in  the  grand  work  of  building  up  the  church  in  this  portion  of  God’s  vine- 
yard. Connected  with  St.  Patrick’s  is  a Sunday  school,  with  an  average  at- 
tendance of  200  child.xn,  who  meert  in  the  parish  sclioolhouse,  every  Sunday' 
at  2 o’clock  P.  M,,  and  there  receive  careful  instruction  in  the  faith  and  pre- 
cepts of  the  church. 

ST.  MAllV'S  C-XTUOnre  CHURCH. 

The  first  German  Catholic  family'  to  settle  in  Erie  was  that  of  Mr.  JVolf- 
gang  Erhart  in  1830.  Others  of  this  nationality  and  faith  soon  follov/ed,  and 
perhaps  the  first  time  that  these  families  conceived  the  idea  of  uniting  iu  the 
form  oil  a congregation  was  in  1833,  when  mass  was  said  by'  Father  Mosque- 
lette,  iu  a log  house  which  stood  on  the  northeast  corner  of  State  and  Tenth 
streets,  belonging  to  Mi.  Erhart.  The  following  year  the  same  missionary' 
father,  accompanied  by  Rt.  Rev.  Francis  Patrick  Kenrick,  Bishop  of  Philadel- 
phia (to  which  diocese  Erie  then  belonged),  again  visited  this  people.  Services 
this  year  were  held  in  a frame  house  wiiich  was  also  the  property'  of  Mr. 
Erhart,  located  on  the  northeast  corner  of  French  and  Fourtli  streets.  The 
Bishop  confirmed  a number  to  whom  this  sacrament  had  not  y'et  been  adminis- 
tered. Neither  the  Irish  nor  the  German  Catholics  were  able  yet  to  support  a 
stationary  pastor.  Both  docks,  liowever,  steadily  increased  and  becamo-strong 
enough  to  form  separate  communities. 
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In  1837,  the  Germaiis  bought  a lot  on  East  Ninth  street,  and  built  a frame- 
ehuroli  36x40  feet  on  tlio  same  site  where  now  the  imposing  St.  Mary’s  Church 
elruids. 

At  the  next  visit  of  tho  Bishop  of  Philadelphia  an  agreoment  ^Yas  made- 
between  him  and  the  Trustees  of  the  German  congregation.  Papers,  etc. , 
^\•er('  handed  over  to  the  Bishop,  who  in  return  sent  the  first  ]tastor  for  the- 
German  Catholics  of  Erie.  Rev.  Ivo  Lovitz.  of  the  order  of  St.  Erancis.  On 
his  voyage  to  America.  E.'ither  Invitz  had.  duritig  a severe  and  threatening 
storm,  promised  that  the  first  church  ho  would  have  the  happiness  of  blessing 
in  A.morica  should  be  dedicated  to  the  Blessed  Mary  conceived  vrithout  sin,’’ 
and  as  his  first  field  foi'  missionary  labor  was  Erie,  ami  a church  there  already' 
built  but  not  yet  blessed,  Father  Levitz  on  the  2d  day  of  August,  ISiO. 
lilessed  and  with  the  dieerful  consent  of  the  members  of  the  young  congrega- 
tion dedicated  the  church,  naming  it  St.  Mary’s  Church.  Pie  also  ble.sscd  the- 
adjoining  cemetery. 

Father  Ivo  Levitz  was  succeeded  in  ISII  by  Rev.  A.  Steinbacher,  who  after- 
a short  term  was  follow'ed  by  Piev.  E.  Kleineidam.  Rev.  P.  Frederick  Broenner.. 
of  the  Carmelite  Order,  ^vas  the  fourth  pastor,  succeeded  i-n  1847  by  Rev. 
John  Evang  Mosetizli.  P'he  latter  in  ISIS  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  Nicolas. 
Haere.s,  who  in  tlie  same  year  handed  over  the  pastorate  to  Rev.  N.  Steinliacher, 
S.  J.,  who  built  an  addition  to  the  church  and  bought  grounds  for  a cemetery- 
on  We.st  Twenty-fourth  street. 

Ills  successor  and  the  pastor  whose  name  will  ever  remain  in  grateful  re- 
membrance in  the  congregation,  was  Rev.  F.  J.  Hartmann,  now  of  St  Joseph’s, 
congregation  of  this  city.  The  frame  church,  though  enlarged,  was  insulii- 
cient  for  the  growing  congregation.  It  wa.s  however  difficult  to  decide  what 
actio.n  to  take,  as  the  members  of  the  congregation  -were  very  poor.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  clear-sighted  pastor  perceived  that  to  build  on  a small  scale 
would  only  be  providing  for  a few  years.  In  consequence,  he  undertook  and: 
successfully  accomplished  a task  which  at  the  beginning  seemed  too  burden- 
some for  the  tlien  small  congregation;  it  was  the  building  of  the  grand  St. 
Mary’s  Church  as  it  now  stands  on  Ninth  street,  which  is  built  of  brick,  in  the- 
cruciform  Roman  stvle:  it  has  two  massive  towers,  each  150  feet  bio-h:  in  size, 
the  building  is  l-toxnS  feet.  It  was  put  under  roof  in  1854,  and  dedicated  in 
1855,  and  was  then  the  ilnest  church  editice  in  Erie.  In  1S73,  some  87,000 
was  expended  in  improving  both  the  interior  and  exterior  of  St.  Afary’s  Church, 
the  former  being  nicely  frescoed  in  blue  and  gold,  the  columns  marbled  andi 
their  caps  heavily  gilded,  elegant  gas  fixtures  introduced,  and  a new  altar,, 
handsome  in  design,  placed  therein.  One  of  the  exterior  attractions  was  the 
addition  of  an  exp*'nsive  piece  of  statuary  over  the  main  entrance.  Father 
Hartmann,  with  the  consent  of  the  Bishop,  transferred  the  charge  in  1858  to 
the  Benedictine  Fathers  of  St.  Vincent  Abbey,  Westmoreland  Co.,  Penn.,  who 
have  since  retained  it.  So  numerous  have  been  the  fathers  of  this  order  who- 
have  since  administered  to  the  spiritual  Avauts  of  the  congregation,  that  it  is. 
thought  impracticable  to  here  name  them.  Those  in  charge  at  the  present 
writing  are  Father  Amandas  Kramer.  O.  S.  B. ; Revs.  Boniface  and  Emerine,. 
assistants.  The  congregation  numbers  some  3,000  souls.  The  Catholic  citi- 
zens of  Erie  who  are  of  German  nationality,  or  German  descent,  to-day  proudly 
look  upon  three  German  Catholic  edifices  in  the  city  with  the  foiu'th  about 
to  be  built. 

ST.  Joseph’s  (catholic)  church. 

The  congregation  at  St.  Joseph’s  may  properly  date  its  commencement  to  a 
period  extending  back  about  thir-iy  years,  when  several  Catholic  families  re- 
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sidiug  in  Sontli  Erie  met  for  religious  uorsLip  in  a little  frame  selioolhouse  on 
Eigliteentli  street,  between  Peach  and  Sassafras,  where  they  were  visited  by 
priests  sent  by  the  P>ishop.  The  ])resent  church  building,  located  on  Twenly- 
fourdi.  between  Peach  and  Sassafras  streets,  a neat  frame,  was  erected  in  1800 
or  1807,  and  the  congregation  fully  established  the  former  year,  with  Kev. 
Father  Joseph  Slumpe  in  ehargo.  Ilis  successor  was  the  llov.  Fatiier  John  P. 
Kuhn,  who  officiated  for  about  one  year,  then  ivlieved  by  the  Pishop.  The 
next  pastor  of  the  charge  was  the  Eov.  Father  F.  J.  lleiter,  S.  J.,  whoso  pas- 
torate terminated  with  his  death,  ilay  5,  1870.  Eev.  Father  Mink,  who  was 
an  assistaiii  under  Father  Eeiter,  assumed  the  pastorate  at  his  death,  and  in 
July  of  the  same  \ear  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev.  Father  J.  A.  Oberhofer,  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  church,  and  has  since  worthily  guided  the  Hock.  He 
J has  been  assisted  at  different  periods  by  Fathers  Deckinbrook.  Frank,  Plasse, 
and  since  1870  by  the  venerable  Father  F.  J.  Flartmann,  whose  active  service 
and  arduous  labors  since  the  year  1852  in  this  vicinity  has  not  been  without 
gratifying  results.  He  built  St.  Mary’s  Church  on  Ninth  street. 

The  piriests  of  St.  Jospr)h’s  have  a neat  and  l-wotly  ]>arsonage  home  adjoin- 
ing the  church.  The  congregation  is  at  present  composed  of  590  families,  and 
has  so  increased  as  to  make  a more  commodious  house  of  worshi].)  necessary, 
which  they  have  already  commenced,  the  eoiner-stone  having  been  laid  with 
appDi’opriate  ceremonies  July  2,  1S82.  It  adjoins  the  present  building,  fronting 
on  Sassafras  street,  and  is  to  bo  constructed  of  brick,  in  size  133.x00  feet,  and 
will  cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $10,000.  The  architect  is  C.  C.  Keeley,  of 
Prooklyn,  N.  Y.  The  style  will  he  Gothic. 

A new  congi’egation  will  soon  be  formed  from  St.  Josepih's,  to  be  known  as 
St.  Michael’s. 

ST.  John’s  (c.vtholic)  church. 

St.  John’s  congregation  was  formed  late  in  the  year  1S69.  The  first  bap- 
tism recorded  bears  date  of  January  1,  1870.  The  first  pastor  of  the  church 
was  Rev.  Bernard  Mauser,  O.  S.  B.  The  church  building  is  a neat  frame,  lo- 
cated on  Twenty-sixth  street,  between  JVallace  and  Asli,  and  was  built  in  1S69- 
70,  and  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  God  on  the  2Sth  of  xlugust.  ISTO,  by  Rt. 
Eev.  Bishop)  Mullen.  A.  nice  parsonage  adjoins  the  church;  also  a brick 
schoolhouse  belonging  to  the  congregation,  all  built  at  the  same  time;  the 
former,  however,  was  enlarged  in  1877.  The  congregation  is  compjosed  of 
about  100  families. 

Father  Mauser  was  succeeded  March  19,  1873,  by  Rev.  E.  A.  Reiter,  S.  J., 
whose  pastorate  terminated  May  -1,  1873.  I'rom  March  19  to  May  -1,  1873, 
this  charge  and  St.  Joseph’s  were  together.  St.  John’s  becam;'  indejtendent 
after  this  and  has  since  so  remained.  The  press'fit  pastor,  Rev.  Father  M.  J'. 
Decker,  assumed  the  pvastorate  fuay  4,  1873,  and  has  ever  since  siustaiued  sttcli 
relation  to  the  church.  On  his  corning,  the  congregation  numbered  some  sev- 
enty families  and  were  greatly  in  debt,  which  has  since  been  canceled  and  a 
neat  sum  in  the  church’s  favor  accumulated.  A new  schoolhouse  will  soon  be 
built. 

ST.  ANDIiEW'’S  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

The  English-speaking  Catholic  pieople  residing  in  the  western  part  of  the 
city,  were  formed  into  a jiarish  under  the  name  given  above,  by  Rev.  Father 
J.  A.  McCabe,  in  the  summer  of  1871.  A neat  and  beautiful  frame  chvu-ch 
edifice,  40x75  feet,  was  erected  at  this  time  under  the  management  of  the  p)as- 
tor,  which  was  dedicated  July  30,  1871,  by  Rt.  Rev.  Tobias  Mullen’,  assisted 
by  Rev.  Father  Phelan,  of  Pittsburgh,  Rev.  M.  Broidy,  of  Forestvilie,  X.  Y.y 
and  Rev.  J.  A.  TlcCabe, 
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In  IS*;!,  Iho  pastor’s  neat  residence  adjoining  the  cliurcb  was  oiaected.  It 
is  boautifnily  situated  on  the  brow  of  a bill  overlooking  a grand  tract  of 
cc)untry.  '’Ji’he  location  is  on  Raspberry  near  Sixth  street. 

The  church  editice  v/ithin  is  as  attractive  as  on  the  exterior.  It  is  supp/iied 
with  a nice  altar,  and  has  suspended  from  the  walls  the  usual  Scriptural  paint- 
ings or  stations  of  the  cross,  always  found  in  Catholic  Churches.  The  clmrch 
baa  a seating  capacity  of  350  poojtle.  There  has  been  no  change  in  the  pas- 
torate. The  congregation  numbei’s  100  families,  and  like  all  the  Catholic 
Churches  of  Erie,  is  in  a llourishing  condition. 


ob:apter  V. 


EurcATiox  AXD  Societies. 


|_jTRIE  is  emphatically  a city  of  good  schools. and  stands  to-day  the  peer  of  any 
AAj  in  the  country  in  respect  to  school  buildings  and  general  facilities.  On  a 
percentage  of  population,  it  is  not  excelled  by  any  city  in  the  number  of  youth 
availing  themselves  of  its  schools,  nor  are  the  courses  of  instruction  better 
laid  out  anywhere.  We  are  indebted  to  Prof.  II.  S.  Jones  for  much  of  the 
following  information  concerning  the  public  schools  of  the  cii.y. 

In  the  year  1806,  the  first  schoolhouse  was  built  in  Erie,  on  the  south^YGst 
corner  of  Seventh  and  Holland  streets,  where  the  present  school  building  iHo. 
1^)  stands.  It  was  a hewed- log  house,  about  18x20  feet,  built  by  John  Green - 
^vood,  for  the  sum  of  830,  which  was  paid  by^  contributions  of  the  citizens. 
This  first  temple  of  learning  was  surrounded  by  the  native  forest,  a foot-path 
leading  to  the  school  from  the  village  of  100  inhabitants,  collected  in  the 
vicinity  of  German  street,  below  Fourth  street.  Mr.  Anderson  was  the  first 
teacher,  and  his  immediate  successors  were  Mr.  Blossom  and  Dr.  Nathaniel 
Eastman.  Dr.  Eastman  taught  the  school  during  the  year  1812;  the  roll,  the 
oldest  handed  down,  with  a portrait  of  the  Doctor,  form  a part  of  the  decora- 
tions of  building  No.  2. 

This  roll  contains  the  names  of  forty  boys  and  thirty  girls,  and  as  a matter 
of  historical  interest  to  many  of  our  readers,  w'b  here  apjiend  the  list:  Boys 

— Ale.xander  Brewster,  Dunning  McNair,  John  MeSparreu,  Zedekiah  Curtis. 
Daniel  Gillespie.  Edv/ard  Hildebrand,  Charle.s  Reed,  William  Brown.  Harry 
Rees,  Edwin  Kelso,  George  Dunn,  Cyrus  Reed,  John  Dunn,  William  Bell, 
John  Teel,  Albert  Kelso.  James. Giviy,  Samuel  Irwin,  James  Vrilson,  Robert 
Erwin,  Henry  Schahtz,  William  Dobbins,  AVilliam  Ho.skinson,  Laird  Forster, 
John  Hughes,  Charles  AVilkins,  Alexander  Irwin,  Jacob  Snavely,  George  Gal- 
lagher, Barney  Gillespie.  Johnson  Laird,  Samuel  Brown,  William  Mc.Doiiald, 
James  Hughes,  Thomas  Growotz,  Benjamin  AVallace,  John  IMcEarland,  Charles 
Growotz,  Archibald  Stuart  and  Richard  McCreary.  Girls — Hannah  Rees, 

Sarah  Brown,  Betsy  Dobbins,  Julia  Bell,  Eleanor  Stuart,  Ann  Laird,  Mary 
AVilkins.  Sarah  Bell,  Eliza  Wilson,  Alary  AA’allace,  Alary  Curtis,  Jane  Hughes, 
Ann  Teel,  Alary  Wilson,  Eliza  Hoskinson,  Rebecca  Rees,  Kate  Oiler,  IlaiTiet 
Rees,  Sarah  Forster,  Alary'  Brewster,  Alary  AlcSparreu,  Alary  AIcNair,  Dorcas 
AIcDonald,  Caroline  Keiso,  Eliza  Cummings,  Adeline  Kelso,  Eleanor  Lapsiey, 
Zebinia  Schantz,  Alary  xlrm  Lapsiey  and  Catharine  AIcEarlaud. 

The  lot,  No.  1378,  upon  which  the  schoolhouse  was  erected  was  bought 
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from  tho  State  August  4,  iSOt,  by  James  UairJ,  for  the  sum  of  §'45.  It  was 
afterward  jmrchased  by  means  of  contribulious  collected  by  Capt.  Daniel  Dob- 
bins. and  was  patented  in  tho  uamo  of  the  “ Drestpie  Isle  Academy.  ” 'J'bis 
name  appears  to  have  been  infor.mally  given  l>y  the  contributors,  as  no  rocor’d 
can  be  found  of  a covjioration  luiving  been  formed  with  that  title.  For  the 
nc-vt  quarter  of  a century,  nothing  occurred  of  special  importance  connected 
wit.li  tim  schools  of  Eric,  excepting  the  establishing  of  the  Erio  Academi', 
which  was  opened  in  Ocb..ber,  iSU),  but  as  that  instiintion  will  bo  fully  spoken 
of  hereafter  we  refer  the  reader  there  for  farther  information  on  the  subject. 

Under  the  school  law  of  1S3I,  a pulilic  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Erie  was 
•held  at  the  court  house  Noveiuber  22,  ISd-l-;  it  was  presided  over  by  Dr.  Will- 
iam Jolins,  Vlilliam  Kelley  acting  as  Secretary.  On  motion  of  Elisha  Bab'oitt 
and  George  Kellogg,  it  was  voted  to  raise  Sl.UOO  as  additional  local  tax  to  that 
raised  by  the  united  action  of  the  School  Directors  and  Co.mmissioners  of  the 
county.  On  the  7th  of  September,  1S30,  through  the  recommendatio,u  of  a 
special  committee,  the  borough  of  Erie  was  divided  into  four  subdistricts,  and 
during  the  next  year  four  frame  houses  were  erected  on  leased  ground,  at  a 
cost  of  SJIO  each,  the  directors  not  thinking  itadvisible  to  purchase  real  estate. 
A t this  time,  3 10  pupils  were  enrolled.  The  text  books  Mere  “ Tim  English 
Header,"  ‘W'obb's  Spelling  Book,'’  ‘‘Goodrich  and  Parley’s  Geograpldes, ’’ 
“ Kirkham's  Gramutar”  and  “ Daboll’s  Om-ithinetic. ’’  These  books,  the  school 
companions  of  former  geueradions,  liad  to  give  way  to  iinproved  books  by  later 
author.s. 

In  1S39,  the  school  accommodations  were  insufficient,  and  two  roonrs  vrere 
rented.  In  1844,  the  small  frame  i^niidings  were  inadequate  to  the  wants  of 
the  schools,  and  as  a desire  sprang  uj.)  to  attempt  something  in  the  way  of  gra- 
dation, lots  were  purchased,  a new  plan  of  buildings  adopted,  and  in  the  year 
1848  two  brick  houses,  each  capable  of  accommodating  .five  teachers  with  their 
pupils,  wore  erected,  and  the  subdistricts  abolished.  These  two  schools  wove 
called  the  “East  Ward”  aud  the  “ Vlest  'Ward,’’  each  school  having-  the  same 
number  of  teachers,  and  the  same  advantages  for  scholars.  The  “East  Ward” 
building  was  on  the  corner  of  Seventh  and  Holland,  now  occupied  by  building 
No.  2.  while  the  “ W'est  Ward  ” Schoolhouse  stood  on  the  corner  of  Seventh 
and  Myrtle,  on  a lot  now  included  in  the  grounds  of  PIou.  William  A.  Gal- 
braith. A portion  of  the  building  is  yet  .standing  in  the  form  of  a ruin,  grace- 
fully covered  with  a heavy  growth  of  ivy. 

The  first  public  examination  was  hod  cl  May  S,  1849,  and  the  Hev.  D.  Will- 
iam Flint  delivered  an  address  suited  to  the  occasion;  and  in  1853  a school 
was  organized  ii'i  which  the  German  language  was  the  medium  of  instruction. 

On  the  8th  of  Juno,  1854,  the  directors  organized  under  the  new  law,  which 
went  into  operation  the  first  Monday  in  June  of  that  year.  Tliis  increased  tho 
nunrber  of  boards  froin  one  to  three,  “East  Ward.”  “ W’est  ’Ward”  and  “Board 
of  Controllers,"  the  special  duties  of  the  ward  boards  being  tho  raising'and 
expending  of  a fund  for  building  purposes.  The  Board  of  Controllers  was 
confined  in  their  operations  to  the  raising  and  expending  of  a fund  for  school 
or  teaching  purposes.  This  system  existed  until  June,  1870,  at  which  time 
the  city  was  enlarged  and  made  into  one  district,  for  all  purposes  pertnining 
to  schools. 

The  East  "Ward  Board,  in  1855,  resolved  to  erect  a large  building  on  the 
corner  of  Seventh  and  Holland  streets  equal  to  the  best  in  the  country.  Oon- 
Biderable  opposition  to  the  project  was  manifested  by  influential  citizens,  and 
'the  board  was  petitioned  by  them  in  strong  terras,  praying  that  the  resolution 
levying  a tax  for  a new  building  be  rescindocl.  As  the  board  moved  on  in  the 
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line  oi  actloTi  begian,  efforls  vvero  made'to  have  them  legally  enjoined  from  pro- 
ceeding farfher.  The  opposition  weakened,  but  exi.stod  for  some  time.  The 
nev,'-  building  was  finally  comploted,  and  occupied  October,  hSGO,  The  V\'e.st 
Ward  Boai'd  lield  to  a dilTerGut  ])oJicy — that  a niimbor  .of  .small  houses  ■were 
better  than  a large  one,  and,  in  1SG3,  they  caused  to  bo  ei-ected  building  num- 
ber 3,  a small  fouv-teachor  house,  on  the  corner  of  Sixteoutb  and  Sassafras 
streets,  and  io  ISO-J  Xo.  1,  after  the  same  plan,  on  AV'^est  .Fifth  street,  near 
Chestnut.  In  1SG5,  the  East  Yv’artl  Board  built  No.  5 on  East  Twelfth 
street,  near  German,  a house  similar  to  Nos.  3 and,  4,  but  somewhat  larger. 
In  1809,  the  West  Ward  Board  erected  No.  G,  a six-toa,cher  house,  on  the  cor- 
ner of  Tenth  and  Sassaf'ras  streets,  which  v.uas  enlarged  in  ISTS-T-t. 

The  enlargement  of  the  district  in  1870  called  for  additional  school  accoin- 
modations,  and  since  the  above  date  the  following;  buildings  have  been  erected, 
viz.:  No.  lO  (four-teacher),  in  October,  1871,  on  the  ]>u!alio  park,  W^ost  Fifth 
street:  No.  11  (eight-teaclier),  in  1873,  on  the  corner  of  Eleventh  and  French 
streets;  No.  15  (eight-teacher),  in  1873-71,  on  the  corner  of  Twenty-fifth  and 
Ash  streets;  No.  S telght-teaclier),  in  1874-75,  on  the  corner  of  Seventeenth 
and  Plum  streets;  No.  12  (four-teacher),  in  1875,  on  the  corner  of  Sixth  and 
East  avenue;  No.  7 (eight-teacher),  in  1875-70,  on  Tweiity-first  street,  be- 
tween Peach  and  Sassafras:  No.  1 (four-teaclier),  in  1877,  on  the  corner  of 
Third  and  French  streets;  No.  4 (seven-toaclier),  re-built  in  1879,  on  West 
Fifth  street,  near  Chestnut;  No.  13  (eight- teacher),  in  1S80-S1,  on  the  corner 
of  Tenth  and  Ash  streets;  No.  46  (eight-teacher),  in  1SS3,  on  the  corner  of 
Eigh'th  ana  'Walnut  streets;  also  four  small  relief  buildings.  Upon  the  on- 
largement  of  ilie  corporate  limits  in  1870,  No.  .14,  now'  iiuoccupied,  was  taken 
into  the  city. 

Concerning  the  advantages  of  the  schools,  the  grade  of  study  from  1806  to 
1848  was  mainly  primary,  except  in  the  winter,  iSut  the  organization  of  the 
Erie  Academy,  in  1819,  had  the  oli'eet  to  keep  tlie  subdistrict  ” schools  in 
primary  studies.  The  two  new  buildings  erected  in  1848,  and  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  small  schools  into  two  larger-,  caused  the  schools  to  take  a much 
higher  rank  in  grade  and  influence.  Professional  teachers  soon  found  their 
places  in  the  schools,  and  the  course  of  study  gradually  extended  through  the- 
higher  English  branches  and  Latin,  thus  enabling  the  average  pupil  to  finish 
his  education  in  lhe  common  schools.  There  was  at  the  best,  up  to  1865,  only 
a general  plan  of:  gradation,  quite  often  ignored  or  nfi.sunderstood.  In  July, 
1865,  the  Board  of  Control,  conscious  of  the  fact  that  closer  supervision  was 
necessary  to  the  better  success  of  the  schools,  elected  the  present  City  Superin- 
tendent, Prof.  H.  S.  Jones,  principal  teacher,  to  perform  the  usual  duties  of  a 
School  Superintendent.  In  June,  1867,  he  was  duly  elected  City  Superintend- 
ent, ui'ider  the  act  oi  that  year. 

On  the  20th  of  Juno, 1866,  the  Board  of  Control  consolidated  the  higher  classes 
of  the  schools,  from  which  grew  the  present  high  school.  In  four  short  years 
the  school  had  won  an  honorable  position  beside  the  l)est  high  schools  of  the 
country.  The  course  of  study  -was  elective  and  extensive,  enabling  the  student 
to  prepare  for  the  highest  institutions  of  our  country.  The  inflirence  of  the 
high  school  on  the  lower  grades  Las  been . most  beneficial,  especially  in  two 
ways,  arousing  and  cncoiiragirg  the  ambiticus  pupils,  and  sending  dowm  a 
class  of  teachers  who  have  bad  the  beneiii  of  a thorough  and  liberal  course  of 
study.  The  intelligent  and  progressive  peopie  nave  earnestly  supported  the 
school,  and  there  is  no  good  rea.son  for  thinking  that  the  institution  will  not 
continue  in  its  present  line  of  growth  and  influence. 

Although  music  was  on  the  programme  of  the  schools  prior  to  1808,  iu 
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niitiiv  dt'piivtinonts  little  or  nothing  was  done,  owing  to  the  feeling  among  the 
teaciserri  that  tlioy  were  hardly  coiny'etont  to  teach  it.  In  November,  18GS,  a 
snecial  teacher  was  engaged,  and  scon  the  singing  in  the  schools  assumed  a 
creditable  shape,  ami  became  a source  of  power  in  the  discipline  of  the  scIiooIb. 

luawing  u’as  in  a similar  condition,  except  map- drawing,  until  l87?>,  when, 
under  the  care  of  a special  teacher,  it  began  to  build  up  a rec<)rd  highly  satis- 
factory. The  drill  lessens  in  drawing  and  music  have  Iteen  from  the  first 
luider  the  care  of  the  regular  teachers,,  the  special  teacher  illustrating  methods 
and  supervising'. 

Evening  schools  were  organized  in  1867.  Mechanical  drawing  was  intro- 
duced into  the  evening  schools  October,  1S73. 

A school  for  deaf  mutes  tvas  opened  January,  1875,  in  which  the  articula- 
tion or  speaking  method  teas  adopted. 

The  schools,  since  their  organization  under  one  system,  have  been  graded 
to  a plan  of  many  steps,  making  it  easy  for  a pupil  to  rise,  and  difficult  for 
him  to  fall  a long  way  at  once,  the  door  of  promotion  standing  wide  open  at 
all  times. 

The  following  summary  illustrates  the  present  condition  o.f  the  public 
scliools  of  Erie:  Number  of  buildings,  19;  iiumber  of  departments,  81;  num- 

ber of  teachers  (males),  S;  nmnber  of  teachers  (females),  101;  total  number 
of  teachers,  109;  number  of  pupils,  4,720. 

The  course  of  study  below  the  high  school  embraces  the  common  English 
hranches,  music,  drawing,  general  information,  elements  of  natural  history,  and 
German  (German  being  aneptiona]  stircly).  The  curriculum  of  the  highschuol 
enables  students  to  pass  into  onr  most  exacting  colleges  and  universities.  Be- 
tween 90  and  100  per  cent  of  the  pupils  choose  to  pursue  the  study  of  German, 
thus  placiiig  E)'ie  at  the  head  of  the  cities  of  the  country  in  respect  to  percent 
studying  that  language. 

The  Teachers’  In.stitute  has  been  a source  of  progressive  poNver  in  the  im- 
provement of  the  schools  since  1S5S.  The  ser-^sions  are  well  attended  and  the 
interest  highly  profe.ssional.  About  twenty-live  of  these  are  held  yea}-ly.  and 
the  outline  of  work  is  to  iinprovo  teachers  as  individuals  and  a.s  instructors. 

During  1S82-S9,  the  course  of  study  was  revised,  studies  arranged  for  a 
Normal  training  class  in  the  high  school,  and  Miss  Abbie  Lo-\v,  appointed  Su- 
pervisor of  primary  instruction,  to  act  under  the  direction  of  the  Superintend- 
ent. A.  manual  of  directions  concerning  the  new  course,  was  prepared  by  the 
Superintendent,  in  which  emphatic  attention  tvas  given  to  primary  teaching. 
At  this  time  the  primary  work  in  the  .Erie  Public  Schools  ranks  in  many  things 
among  the  very  best  in  the  State. 

For  the  past  thirteen  years  there  has  not  been  a school  bond  issued,  though 
the  followiug  table  of  expenses  demonstrates  that  the  city  has  been  liberal  in 
her  expenditures  for  the  support  of  education.  In  1S71,  the  school  expenses 
^vere.  855,704;  1872,  §64,232;  1S73,  §61,132;  1874,  §76,320;  1S75,  §78,308; 
1870,  §80,501;  1877,  §70,177;  1878,  .§69,700;  1870,  §50,980;  ISSO,  §68.425; 
1881,  §68,202;  1SS2,  §00,268;  1SS3,  §80,851. 

ElUE  .VC.VDEWY. 

This  institution  was  incorporated  March  25,  1817,  ilev.  llobert  Reid,  IBS. 
Reed,  Piohert  Brown,  Thomas  Forster,  Thomas  'Wilson,  John  C.  Wallace, 
Judah  Colt,  Thomas  H.  Sill  and  Giles  Sanford  being  its  first  Trustees.  It 
w;irt  endowed  by  the  State  with  50.0  acres  of  land  set  apart  at  the  sale  of  the 
HoKorved  Tracts,”  adjoining  Erie,  in  1790,  for  the  use  of  schools  and  acad- 
emies. To  this  was  subsequently  added  ilfteeu  town  lots  and  §2,000  in 
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monpy,  to  be  collected  of  debts  due  the  State  ou  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Erie. 
The  school  was  incorporated  as  an  academy  or  public  school  for  the  ednca 
tion  of  youth  in  the  English  and  other  languages,  iu  the  useful  arts,  sciouces 
and  literature,’'  am!  from  1S19  to  IS‘27  was  conducted  as  a high  school,  af- 
foi’ditig  primary  as  well  as  secondary  instruction.  Ou  the  11th  of  Decerobor, 
1S22,  a stone  scliool  baih-ling,  commenced  the  previous  year,  was  linishod  and 
accepted.  It  stood  ou  the  southeast  corner  of  Ninth  and  Peach  streets,  co.st 
?2,500,  and  was  opened  in  April,  !S23.-  Upon  the  burning  of  the  court  house 
in  March,  1823.  this  building  was  used  by  the  coru’ts  until  the  erection  of  a 
new  court  house;  and  in  18-19,  1850,  1851  and  1852  the  fair  was  held  on  the 
academy  gronuds.  The  Principals  of  the  academy  from  1819  to  1827  were  as 
follows:  Eev.  Pobert  Peid,  John  Kelley,  A.  \V.  Brewster,  George  Stone,  E. 

B.  Gunnison,  A.  S.  Pa!  terson  and  John  AVood.  In  November,  1827,  it  was 
changed  to  a classical  school,  and  has  since  had  an  uninterrupted  run  of  pros- 
perity. Its  graduates  and  students  are  scattered  all  over  the  country,  many 
of  them  tilling  places  of  trust  and  honor,  and  the  number  i:s  not  small  that 
have  reason  to  thank  its  founders  for  superior  educational  advantages  during 
tlie  early  days  of  the  commonwealth. 

In  1878,  the  present  commodious  building  was  erected  on  the  old  site, 
which,  together  with  the  large  grounds,  extending  from  Ninth  to  Tenth  on 
Peach  street,  renders  it  one  of  the  most  desirable  locations  in  Erie.  The 
course  of  study  is  academic,  college  preparatory  and  business,  while  a younger 
class  of  scholars  are  ahso  admitted  for  primary  'instruction.  The  corps  of  in- 
structors are  able  and  competent,  and  the  Board  of  Trustees  is  composed  of 
nine  representative  citizens,  three  of  whom  are  elected  annually  by  the  voters 
of  the  county.  The  attendance  averages  about  150,  and  the  academy  has 
been  eminently  successful  as  an  educational  institution. 

ERIE  FEMALE  SEMINARY. 

In  1S3S,  the  above  institution  wa.-i  incorporated,  and  went  into  operation 
soon  afterward,  having  an  annual  ajiju'opriation  from  tlio  Legislature  for  sev- 
eral years  of  S300.  It  never  possessed  any  buildings  of  its  own,  its  last  loca- 
tion being  the  building  now  occupied  by  the  TIamot  Hospital.  The 
seminary  did  not  have  a continual  existence,  but  at  one  time  ceased  operations, 
was  again  revived,  and  finally  w'eut  do^yn  about  1800. 

CATHOLIC  SCHOOLS. 

The  first  Catholic  school  iu  Erie  was  connected  with  St.  Alary’s  Church, 
and  opened  in  a small  frame  Iniilding  immediately  east  of  the  pre.sent  church 
on  Ninth  street,  in  1S50,  under  the  pastorate  of  Pev.  N.  Steinbacher.  . In 
1851,  the  attendance  numbered  some  forty  children,  and  when  the  new  church 
was  completed,  in  lS55,  the  old  one  was  fitted  up  by  -Pather  Hartmann  for  a 
schoolhouse.  In  the  course  of  time  this,  too,  became  insufficient  to  accom- 
modate the  growing  congregation,  and  in  1800  the  Pov.  Father  Benno  had 
the  present  large  brick  school  building,  on  Tenth  street,  between  German  and 
Pai-ade,  erected  for  the  children  of  St.  Alary’s  Parish.  It  has  a capacity  for 
GOO  scholars,  and  also  contains  a neatly  furnished  hall  adapted  to  miscellane- 
ous purposes.  The  school  is  conducted  by  a male  teacher  for  the  senior  boys’ 
class,  and  alTthe  other  departments  are  under  the  care  of  the  Sisters  of  St. 
Benedict’s  Academy.  The  average  attendance  at  present  is  525,  and  the 
branches  taught  are  the  same  as  those  of  the  public  schools  of  the  city,  while 
at  the  same  time  the  cnildren  are  carefully  imstructed  in  the  precepts  of  the 
Chri-stian  faith. 
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St.  Alary's  Ciinreb,  on  oast  Ninth  .sireot,  is  St.  Ecne- 
(lii'f.s  .-\oa3oiny  ami  tho  convtmt  of  Beiiodidino  Nuns,  \vho  came  {o  Eiio 
in  Iv'^hS,  from  St.  Alai-y's,  FJk  County.  Penn.,  (be  Oiadie  or  nursery  of 
tho  Bonodictine  Nuns  in  America.  At  Uie  earnest  sojicitation  of  somo 
friends,  thov  estaidished  tlieir  order  in  this  city,  nnmberiup;  then  but 
jl\e.  Tbev  occupied  at  that  time  a small  uncomfortable  frame  bouse  Tcest 
c>f  ibo  church,  took  charge  of  ibe  schoobs  of  the  parish,  cheerfully  perform- 
iim  tl-ioir  duties,  bearing  patiently  many  inconveniences  for  four  years, 
at  iho  e.xpiration  of  which  time  they  were  domiciled  in  a commodious  brick 
fiuilding  on  the  east  side  of  Si.  AJarv's  Chuveh,  In  187(>,they  erected  next  to 
the  convent  a spacious  academy  and  boarding-school  for  the  education  of 
voting  ladies  ami  children,  and  four  years  after,  a large  handsome  chapel  for 
the  use  of  the  religieuse  and  pupils.  This  structure,  in  the  rear  of  the  acade- 
my, is  tastefully  frescoed  and  richly  embellished  by  olijects  of  art,  answering 
Ihe  twofold  jHirpose  of  adorning  the  oratory  ami  inspiring  the  •worshipers 
with  devotion.  The  convent  a'l.  present  numbers  sixty  members,  who  join  tho 
active  with  the  contemplative  life,  of  whom  some  are  engaged  at  tine  needle- 
work, hair  work,  embossing,  drawing,  painting,  music,  etc.,  but  the  ggoater 
number  in  the  la.udable  cause  of  education,  vibilo  those  unqualilied  for  the 
above  functions  attend  to  the  domestie  duties  of  the  establishments.  Nowhere 
do  we  find  more  marked  pirogress  than  among  the  Benedictines.  But  a lew- 
decades  have  elapsed  since  their  coming  to  Erie,  and  in  lieu  of  the  small  frame 
house,  we  lind  an  edifice  acknowledged  to  bo  one  of  t.be  finest  in  the  city. 
An  academy  that  sends  forth  annually  young  ladies  whose  culture  and  morality 
jiortray  more  elocpiently  than  can  the  pen  of  the  historian  the  benefit  to  the 
city  of  such  an  establishment. 

The  ] 'resent  year(lSS3i.  there  are  enrolled  eighty  pupils,  exclusive  of  a 
music  class  of  tliirty-tivo.  and  as  many  more  who  receive  private  instruction 
in  the  various  branches  taught  in  the  school.  Pupils  of  all  denominations  are 
received, °and  there  is  no  interference  with  those  differing  in  religion. 

St.  ]'’atriclds  School  was  established  iri  .1803,  in  a small  building  at  the 
rear  of  the  church  on  Fourth  street.  The  school  was  taught  by  one  lay 
teacher,  and  opened  with  about  fifty  scholars.  In  1867,  the  present  two-story 
brif-k  schoolhouse  on  Fourth,  between  Holland  and  Gernian, was  opened  for  the 
roceptioo  of  Catholic  children.  Four  teachers  were  then  employed  and  the  at- 
tendance was  about  200.  The  Sisters  of  Si.  Joseph  are  in  charge  of  the  school, 
six  of  whom  are  engaged  in  this  laudable  work,  -while  the  average  attendance  at 
jire.seut  is  -160,  and  besides  religious  instruction  the  branches  are  the  same  as 
those  taught  in  tho  public  schools  of  the  city. 

St.  Joseph's  School' was  established  by  Si.  Joseph’s  association  in  1S67,  in 
a sr.nall  Imiidiug  on  Eighteenth  street.  During  that  year,  the  congregation  of 
St.  Josejih's  parish  erected  a two-story  frame  schoolhouse  on  Twenty-fourth 
street,  between  Peach  and  Sassafras,  and  adjoining  ihe  church  on  the  east, 
wb’.cti  v>as  occupied  in  18GS.  Fp  to  1871,  the  school  was  taught  by  laymen, 
but  in  that  year  tho  Sisters  of  St  Joseph  were  obtained  by  the  pastor  to  as- 

one  male  teacher  who  has  charge  of  the  larger  boys,  and  who  is  also  or- 
gai!i.-t  of  the  church.  Besides  the  male  teacher,  there  are  three  Sisters 
‘-mployt'd  in  this  school,  the  average  attendance  being  35(.i,  while  the  usual 
conuiioii  school  branches  are  taught  and  religious  instruction  imparted  to 
th'‘  children. 

St.  Johii's  School  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  scholars  in  1870,  the 
’“"Coon  <jf  the  small  brick  building  on  Twenty-sixth  street,  between  Wallace 
A.'^h,  being  identical  with  that  of  St.  John’s  Church.  This  school  xvas 
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taught,  by  one  lualo  teac].\fr  until  September  1,  1SS3,  wheu  on  account  of  the 
increased  number  of  rcholars  a small  frame  building-  was  obtained  in  the  im- 
mediate nelg-'iborliood,  and  the  school  divided.  One  of  tlie  Sisters  of  St.  Jo- 
seph has  cl'un’go  of  this  latter  school, wherein  are  taught  the  smaller  children. 
Jji.'th  have  a combined  attendance  of  14t>,  and  the  same  branches  are  taught  and 
methods  followed  a,s  in  the  other  Catholic  schools  of  Erie. 

The  following'  summary  of  the  number  of  children  now  being  editcated  in 
the  Catholic  schools  of  larie  will  be  of  interest  in  this  connection:  \Uo  find 

that  St.  Itlary’s  school  has  an  attendance  of  525;  St.  Patric.i:'s.  -150;  St.  Joseph’s, 
350,  and  St.  John's,  140;  tola!,  1,465.  Besides  this,  St.  Benedict's  Academy  lias 
an  enrolled  scholarship  of  80.  and  a music  class  of  35,  with  about  the  latter 
number  receiving  private  instruction  in  the  various  brauchos  taught  by  that  in- 
stitution. This  estimate  does  not  include  the  children  cared  for  at  St.  Joseph's 
Orphan  Asylum,  who  there  receive  instruction  in  the  elementary  branches  of  an 
English  education,  thus  htting  them  for  the  stern  duties  of  life. 

SECEF.T  .-VNU  OTHEK  SOCIETIES. 

4Vayne  Lodge,  Ko.  112.  F.  A A.  M.,  was  instituted  in  1813, with  Giles  San- 
ford, 4V.  Al. ; Thomas  Bees  and  J . C.  "Wallace,  "Wardens;  li.  S.  Keed,  Treas- 
urer. Berry  Lodge,  E.  A A.  51..  vvas  instituted  in  1852,  H.  Belton,  5\".  AL 
Both  of  these  lodges  have  gone  out  of  existence  many  years,  though  there  is 
still  a lodge  bearing  the  latter  title, 

Tvrian  Lodge,  As  o.  3C2.  ,A.  E.  A A.  AI.,  was  organized  A.lav  4,1SG0,  with  O.  A. 
Dolph,  AV.  AI. : Jay  S,  Childs,  S.  A'v.;  AY.  F.  Brice,  J.  AY.;  S,  Todd  Perley, 
Secretary ; J.  H.  Ijord,  Tre.asurer.  This  lodge  now  meets  at  Alasonic  Hall  in  the 
Noble  Block, corner  of  State  and  Eighth  streets. 

Temple  Chapter.  No.  2.15,  H.  B.  A.  AI. , was  organized  July  20,  1SG7,  with 
the  following  officers : C.  L.  AYheeler,  II.  P. ; J.  B.  Barber,  King;  II.  B. 

Bate.s,  Scribe;  F.  F.  Farrar,  Trea, surer;  George  Alans,  Secretary.  The 
lodge  meets  at  Alasonic  Hall. 

Perry  Lodge,  No.  3'J2.  A.  "F.  A A.  AL,was  organized  in  1867,  the  following 
officers  being  then  chosen;  Jay  S.  Childs,  AY.  A.L;  A.  A.  Adams,  S.  AM;  J.  AA". 
Swalley,  J.  AY. ; Silas  Clark,  Treasurer;  H.  C.  Bogers,  Secretary.  This  lodge 
also  meets  at  Alasonic  Hall. 

Jerusalem  Council,  No.  33.  B.  S.  E.  A S.  AI.,  was  organized  October  30, 
1SG7,  witli  George  Yu  Alans.  T.  1.  G.  AI, ; John  E.  Payne,  T.  I.  D.  G.  AL; 
George  P.jGriffith.  P.  C.  of  AM;  George  C.  Bennett,  AI.  of  Ex.;  AYilliam  Him- 
rod.  Jr..  Becorder.  Aleets  at  Alasonic  Hall. 

Alt.  Olivet  Commaudery.  No.  36,  K.  T.  .was  organized  October  30,  1867,  anu 
its  first  officers  were  as  follows:  George  Alans.  E.  C. ; John  E.  Payne,  G. ; 

George  P.  Griffith,  C.  G. : George  L.  Baker,  Treasurer;  E.  B.  Chapman, 
Recorder. 

Keystone  Lodge,  No.  455,  F.  A A,.  AI. , was  organized  in  January,  1S70,  with 
the  followimv  o-entlemen  as  its  first  officers:  J.  J.  AYadsworth,  AY.  Ah;  George 

F.  Cain,  S.  \AY : George  Alans,  J.  AY.;  AI.  Taylor,  Secretary;  J.  L.  Stewart, 
Treasurer.  This  lodge  meets  in  Zuck’s  block,  corner  of  Peach  and  Sixteenth 
streets. 

The  Lake  Shore  Alasonic  Relief  Association  was  organized  April  16,  IS72, 
for  the  purpose  of  more  eU'ectually  assisting  the  widows  and  orjJians  of  worthy 
brethren.  Its  officers  for  1SS3  and  1SS4  are  as  follows:  J.  At.  Ormsbee,  Pres- 

ident; J-  R.  Sherwood.  A'ice  President;  AY.  AA".  Reed,  Treasurer;  A.  A.  Adams, 
Secretary;  George  P.  Grilfilh, Legal  /Adviser;  C.  AY.  Strauahan,  AI.  D.,  Alcdical 
Director. 
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The  following  lodges  of  I.  0.  0.  F.  are  now  in  existence,  viz.:  Presquo 

Isle  Lodge,  No.  107.  organized  in  1S4.5,  meets  at  Odd  Fellows  Hall  on  the 
corner  of  Sevoulh  and  State  streets;  Heneosis  Adeljihon  Encampment,  No.  42, 
organized  in  1840  and  ro-organized  in  1800.  which  also  meets  at  C>dd  Follows 
Hail;  Philallelia  Lodge.  No.  29U,  organized  in  ISIS,  meets  at  the  samo  place 
as  the  previous  ones  mentioned;  Lake  Erie  Degree  Lodge,  No.  19,  organized 
in  ISGS,  same  place  of  meeting-;  La.ke  Shore  Lodg-e,  No.  71S,  organized  July 
5,  1S70,  meats  at  same  place;  Erie  City  Ijodgo,  No.  871  (German),  organ- 
ized March  31,  1874,  place  of  meeting  same  as  above  lodges,  Luella  Eebekah 
Degree  Lodge,  No.  90,  organized  April  3<),  1874,  also  meets  at  Odd  Fellows 
Ball.  The  Odd  Fellows  IMutual  Beuetit  Association  of  Northwestern  Penn-- 
sylvania  was  organized  in  1873,  and  [>os.ses3es  a largo  membership. 

Of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  two  lodges  have  organizations  in  Erie,  viz. : 
Erie  Lodge,  No.  327,  orgeanized  December  20,  1871,  and  Endowment  Rank 
Section,  No.  103,  instituted  February  20,  1878,  both  of  wliich  meet  at  Pythian 
Temple,  in  Metcalf’s  block  on  State  street,  between  Seventh  and  Eighth. 

Of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  there  were  formerly  three  lodges  in  the  city,  two 
of  which  have  been  consolidated.  Mystic  Lodge,  No.  99,  vras  organized  in  April, 
1875,  and  Lake  City  Lodge,  No.  800,  was  instituted  November  21,  1877,  but 
in  o’^anuary,  1883,  they  were  consolidated  under  the  fo.rmer  name,  and  now  com- 
prise one  of  the  liuest,  if  not  the  lineat,  body  of  men  of  any  secret  society  in 
Erie.  Barbarossa  Lodge,  No.  6S6,  was  organized  July  7,  1877,  and  both  of 
these  lodges  meet  at  J'arecki’s  Hall  on  State  street. 

'The  Ancient  Order  ot  Fnited  'Worlc.meu  has  tlie  following  lodges  in  Erie: 
.Rising  Sun  Lodo-e,  No.  4.  -svliich  meets  in  Eliot’s  block  on  Seventh  street,  bo- 
tween  State  and  French:  Erie  Lodge,  No.  44,  which  meets  at  Zuck’s  Hall,  on 
the  corner  of  Sixteenth  and  Peach  streets;  A^lexander  Lodge,  No.  50  (German), 
meets  in  the  Mission  Block,  corner  of  I'ourteenth  and  Peach  street;  Active 
Lodge,  No.  Cl,  meets  jit  Metcalf’s  Hall  on  State  street;  Gartield  Lodge,  No. 
397,  meets  at  G.  A.  Pi..  H.ali  on  State  street. 

Key.stone  Council,  No.  108,  Royal  Arcanum,  meeis  at  Jarecki’s  Hall  on 
State  street. 

Gee-nun-de-wah  Tribe,  No.  107,  Improved  Order  of  Red  Men,  was  in- 
stituted in  January,  1879,  and  meets  at  Metcalf’s  hall  on  State,  between 
Seventh  and  Eighth  streets. 

Harugaries — Erie  Mannie,  No.  24,  was  orgarrized  August  1,  1809;  Mozr.rt 
Lodge,  No.  139,  was  organized  in  1SG7;  Bismarck  Lodge,  No.  151,  was  or- 
ganized in  1867;  Erie  Lodge,  No.  290,  was  organized  in  1872.  Ail  of  these 
lodges  meet  at  a hall  in  the  Liebel  Block.  Connected  with  the  Harugaries  is 
the  Life  Insurance  of  D.  O.  II.,  Sixth  District  of  Pennsylvania,  which  was 
organized  January  1, 1870. 

The  Erie  Caledonian  Club  was  organized  in  June,  ISSl,  and  meets  in  their 
hall  on  the  corner  of  Eleventh  and  State  streets. 

George  Stephenson  Lodge,  No.  OS,  Sons  of  St.  George,  meets  at  Metcalf’s 
Hall. 

Strong  Vincent  Post,  No.  67,  G.  A-  R-.  meets  at  their  hall  on  State,  be+ween 
Ninth  and  Tenth  streets. 

Of  Hebrew  societies,  Erie  City  Lodge,  No.  107,  K.  S.  B.,  was  organized  in 
May,  1873,  and  meets  at  5Ietcalf"s  Hall.  The  Standard  Club  was  established 
in  October,  18(9,  and  meets  in  Baker’s  block,  corner  of  Fifth  and  State  streets. 
Ladies’  Rebecca  Society  wms  organized  in  1S79. 

The  -Turners  are  also  represented  here.  The  Erie  Turnverein  was  organized 
in  ISOS,  and  its  headquarters  are  at  Turn  Hall  on  State  street,  between  Sixth 


w yTx.x_ 


.« it,ur  ,«i„«  jm  fn  ,«wt  #r 


‘,^  ¥^' 

•'■sf*X  ^.Wf>  ?f‘®  :«*>[>■)  tfr.«»  fa  njTOm  ,orat  ,0 

• ;■-  . »»?  «lsrfl>«.^<lfj9yo|  lO'Osftltrif.rPt  Mi  thi&U  hrtVT  ' 

CKT,  ) U MM 

n J.iu,  ,fcr8rni 


,-iJi^t  ,'r.p'VoLo-i  j'j^nvoUo^  y>d}  H‘>.d,ii^tid'nyj'i'  i'.‘)Xf«'U  M XcitWO  Itr-'"' - ^ f^-l'l'-’’  ■'- 

'r'd  ■ n v-vi  -■'•  i M M.i  '^j&r/aoeH 

■O.,  .0.^0./  M„dv.n?  !i.I/ 

^ ,.  ■(  ,- , _ .J96-rt8  9h-}P*  Uii-it-iM'  M - .A  A:>  i'B  kifiom  T96  " 

no  h^ii  .-rdmjAl  .hi  ..hB,sf  .M,  iim,^o[>^mM(flyi  '"'. 

:ji  .rMC  hiU  U whM)  ft-.voTiffml  .?,'»t  .MHf 

u>rJ7!hA\  .rj.,aja  >10  a 5Js'S*<^l/.  -j^  .f.fffl  .OrB T ' .ifSJRia^ali  ir.r  fyjJi/rm 

■•:  ■ : Uf  2B-v/>  ,0^:.  .0%  ,«.abo».r  ahK'VidSl  ai 

tA  .'.,jr.-^mnh  Mi  dh>'  b^ionihivO  .MH  hfiohCitU.tii  iud  n h MoOi  zo^-bol 
cHTTjotuU  ,oMr/aaot  lojohua  dfir.ia  ,.H  .0  .^'-  lo,xtoii#n«f.,iT  TjuiJi  . 

TiiHxi  Hi  >-A<mrt  ,oaal  ai  fjosla/fr^to  «avf  diilO  uliaol^t^^^ 

» .(f  i,i  ,l„x,  .,ri,v..,D  ,JB  1c  ,a;h.y-tf  /,K  ,,j4,Sd  oa-,6,0 

c«n-ifti(l  ,snna  ,.<,  llaii ■!;.)((}  J«  »:(stjm  ,.a  4 .0  .Vfl'.ijX  Seo-i  JnewiV  gocitia”^ 

rr,  r • .T  o 4)«f>T  I/Jlfi 

4i»l0  hi,ibaiu(i  odT  .mi  VUMC^fi  dmm  baH  dihl  raU 

Tjo'foo aS^m  ar^ifhin^hm  lOrtff  .wd«bi3  d ,^, 

t J,  . ~ vi-»io<>B'K:>3y*d9fl 

ii.,.zici.  ,iaoi3a  ao  iUU  nurT  M ma  rtMu^ajibansi  Uil  bda  af  ' 'V 


696 


FIISTOr.Y  OF  EHIE  COUNTY. 


anu  Sevontli.  East';Erip  Tnrnverein  was  orwauized  January  12,  ISSO,  and 
meets  at  tbe  East  Erie  Tarn  Hall,  corner  of  Nintli  and  Parade  streets.  South 
Erie  Tui-’werein  was  ' .w^nmir'ed  .Yup-nst  11.  187S,  and  meets  at  South  Tlrie  Turn 
Hall,  i:ornor  of  Twpjitieth  and  Peach  streets,  and  here  also  is  tlie  meeting 
place  of  the  Benevolent  Section  of  the  South  Erie  Tnrnverein,  which  was 
organized  January  1.  18SI. 

The  followiTig  embrace  the  musical  societies  of  the  city:  The  Erie  TAe- 
dertafel  was  organized  September  2.  1SG2,  and  meets  at  Inodertafel  Hall  in 
BersEs  block,  on  State  street,  betwee^i  Eighth  and  Ninth.  The  Erie  Sanger- 
bund  was  organized  in  1871.  and  meets  at  Ziick’s  Hidl,  corner  of  Sixteenth  and 
Peach  streets.  The  Erie  Mannerchor  was  organized  in  1872,  and  meets  at  Boy- 
er .s  Hall.  The  Orphans’  Society  was  organized  in  1878.  anci  meets  in  the  O.  A. 
li.  Hall  on  State  street.  The  Ampliion  Musical  Association  meets  at  the  corner 
of  Eleventh  and  Peach,  while  another  society  called  the  Teutonia  comes  to- 
gether every  Sunday  for  musical  recreation. 

Pi’otective  Societies:  Erie  Typographical  Union.  No.  77,  meets  at  Aus- 

tin’s Hall,  Nortl)  Park  Row.  Iron  Alonlders’  Union,  No.  3.S,  meets  at  Good 
Templar's  Hall,  corner  of  Eleventh  and  State  streets.  The  Cigar-Makers’ 
Union  meets  at  Schmnaeber’s  Hall,  corner  of  Tenth  and  Parade  streets.  The 
Trades  Assembly  )neets  at  Austin’s  Hall  on  Norih  Paa-k  Bow. 

Building  and  Loan  Aj.ssociations:  Erie  City  Building  and  Loan  Association 
was  incorporated  .March  1(>.  18.3,  and  meets  at  Atistin’s  Hall  on  North  Park 
Bow.  Ben  Er'inklin  Building  and  Loan  Association  No.  2,  meets  in  the  Dime 
Bank  Block.  Erie  Saving  Fund  and  Building  Association  was  chartered  in  1,873. 
Presque  Isle  Saving  Fund,  Loan  and  Building  Association  meets  at  tlie  corner 
of  Thirteenth  and  Peach  Streets.  The  IVorkingmen's  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation of  Erie  was  incorporated  July  10,  1S7G.  under  a perpetual  charter 
granted  by  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by  letters  patent  granted  October 
10,  1879.  This  association  meets  at  Good  Templars  Hall,  corner  of  Eleventh 
and  .State  Streets. 

There  are  several  1'onevolen.t  societies  : The  G-ermaji  Independent  Benevo- 
lant  Association  was  organiized  July  4,  1842,  and  meets  at  Boyer’s  Flail,  No. 
1305  .State  street.  The  Clerman  Friendship  Benevolent  A..ssociation  was  organ- 
ized in  1 862,  and  meets  at  Liebel’s  Hall.  The  Erie  and  Pittsburgh  Simps  Atutua] 
Benefit  A.ssociation  was  organized  in  1868.  Erie  Lodge,  No.  31>,  of  the 'sational 
Marine  Beneficial  Association,  meets  at  G.  A.  R.  Hall  on  State  street.  Erie 
Star  Union  No.  50.  (,>f  the  Equitable  Aid  Union,  meets  in  Metcalf’s  block;  and 
Soi'Ali  Erie  Union  No.  62,  of  the  same  association,  meets  at  Zuclc’.s  Hall. 

O’atholic  Benevolent  Societies:  .S(.  Joseph’s  Branch,  No.  9.  C.  M.  B.  A., 
was  organize  i FTbrnary  17,  1S79,  and  meets  in  a hall  on  the  corner  of  twenty- 
sixth  and  Peach  .-.freets.  St.  Patrick’s  Brunch.  No.  12.  0.  M.  B.  .A.,  was  insti- 
tuted March  S,  lS7b,  and  meets  in  Gensheimer's  block,  corner  Seventh  and  State 
streets;  and  St.  Alary’s  Branch,  No.  15.  C.  M.  B.  A.,  was  instituted  December  5, 
1879  and  meets  at  the  same  hall.  St.  .John’s  Branch,  No.  18,  C.  M.  B.  A.,  was 
organized  in  January,  ISSI,  and  meets  at  a hall  corner  of  Twenty- fifth  and  Ash 
streets;  and  St.  Peters  Branch.  No.  20,  subsequently  organized,  meets  in  Gen- 
sheimer’s  block.  Branch  No.  OS,  Catholic  Knights  of  America,  was  organized 
in  1876,  and  meets  at  the  hall  in  Austin’s  block.  Irish  American  Benevolent 
Society,  No.  295,  I.  C.  B.  L".,  meets  at  Austin’s  Hall  on  North  Park  Bow.  The 
Hibernian  C.  B.  Society.  No.  1,  was  orgaiiized  in  1872,  and  re-organized  in 
1877.  St.  Patrick’s  Temperance  Cadets  were  organized  in  1872.  St.  Alphonsus 
Itelicf  Society  was  organized  in  1868,  and  St.  -Josc[>h’s  Mutual  Relief  Society 
in  1865.  St.  John’s  Benevolent  Society  was  organized  in  1872,  and  Si.  An- 
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drew's  tlie  sarae  year;  while  Trinity  Benovolont  Association,  a PorhiCTuese  so- 
ciety, was  organized  in  1S74.  Connected  witli  the  Catliolic  Churches  of  the  city 
are  other  societies  of  a benevolent  character,  such  as  the  Father  Matthew  T.  A. 
B.  Society  of  St.  Patrick's  Church,  which  wa.s  organized  in  IStjG;  also'St.  Vin- 
cent .l)e  Paul  Society  o.'-'tablished  tlie  same  year;  while  in  St.  Mary’s  con;j;ro. 
gation  are  St.  Ceorge’s  Society,  organized  in  ISo'd,  St.  Benedict’s  in  1807,  and 
St.  Bonifaeins’  in  18GS.  ... 

The  Cerraan  h’ree  School  Society  was  established  for  the  purpose  of  inij’o- 
ducing  tho  German  language  into  the  pul)lic  schools,  and  to  foster  the  idea  of 
compulsory  school  attendance.  This  society  has  doubtless  accomplished  much 
good.  It  is  com])0?ed  of  representative  German  citizens,  and  the  principal  ob- 
ject of  the  society  has  been  so  far  successful  that  to-day  from  9U  to  100  per 
cent  of  the  pupils  in  the  high  school  are  studying  tho  German  language. 

The  First  Sotnety  of  Spiritualists  of  Erie  City  and  county  was  organized  in 
February,  ISS'2,  in  Treiseker’s  Hall  on  Slate  street,  with  about  a dozen  i.Qein- 
bers.'  The  charter  was  granted  by  the  court  late  in  the  winter  of  lSSl-S'2  as  a 
“Medical  and  Scientific  Society.”  Speakers  were  transient  until  April,  1SS2, 
when  IMr.  Hull  W'as  engaged  as  speaker  of  the  society,  which  numbers  about 
SOO,  and  m-'ets  Sunday  afternoon  and  evening  at  Old’s  Hall  on  State  street. 
The  olheers  consist  of  a President,  two  Vico  Fresidents,  Treasurer  and  two 
Secretaries. 

Erie  City  Bible  Society  was  organized  in  I8'24,  and  has  been  kept  up  ever 
since.  The  lir.st  officers  v.ero  as  follows;  Rev.  Johnston  Eaton,  ITesident, 
Rev.  Robert  Reid,  A'ice  I’resident;  E.  D.  Gunnison.  Treasurer;  George  Sel- 
den.  Secretary;  Giles  Sanford,  Villiam  Gould,  Robert  Porter,  John  McCord, 
Joseph  Selden.  Judah  Colt,  Robert  McClelland,  John  Phillips,  Oliver  Alford, 
R.  C.  Hatton,  -lames  Flowers  and  Philip  Bristol,  Managers. 

Erie  Temple  of  Honor,  organized  in  1S54,  was  one  of  the  pioneer  temper- 
ance societies,  and  Milliam  A.  Galbraith,  one  of  its  lirat  officers.  It  'was  re- 
organized in  1&59,  at  whicli  time  a lodge  of  Good  Templars  that  had  been  in 
operation  two  or  three  years,  was  merged  into  it.  The  history  of  the  different 
temperance  movements  during  the  past  fifty*  years,  belongs  to  the  State  or  na- 
tion, :md  can  only  be  properly  treated  from  that  basis.  They  were  not  local 
movements,  but  spread  throughout  the  Union,  and  created  miich  excitement 
during  the  period  of  their  existence. 

The  following  is  a brio.f  account  of  the  library  aud  literary  societies  of 
Erie.  In  ISOO,  thirty  of  Erie's  citizens  organized  a “ Library  Company,  ” with 
the  following  oflicers;  Judah  Colt,  President;  Thomas  Forster,  Librarian; 
Thomas  Forster,  James  Baird,  John  C.  AVallace  and  AVilliam  Mallace,  Direc- 
tors. The  society  [mrehased  ?'200  worth  of  books,  and  was  kept  up  for  several 
years.  Other  societies  of  the  same  character  were  the  I'ranklin  Literary  Asso- 
ciation, organized  in  1S'2G;  Apprentices  Literary  Society  formed  about  ISdO, 
and  Irving  Literary  Institute  organized  in  1848,  all  of  which  had  small  libra- 
ries. Literary  and  lyceum  societies  sprang  into  existence  at  different  peri- 
ods in  the  city’s  history,  many  of  which  had  courses  of  lectures,  and  did 
much  good  by  encouraging  and  cultivating  the  literary  tastes  of  the  people. 

The  Young  iMen’s  Christian  Association  was  organized  in  Alay,  18G0,  and 
has  now  a membership  of  GOO  in  Erie  City  alone.  The  association  owns  a fine 
three  story  brick  building  on. the  southeast  corner  of  Tenth  and  Peach  streets. 
In  May,  1861,  they  opened  a free  reading  room,  which  has  been  kept  open  up 
to  the  present.  The  library  now  contains  about  0,000  volumes,  aud  about  75 
newspapers  and  periodicals  are  ahvays  kept  on  file.  Though  the  reading 
room  is  free  to  all,  the  library  is  for  the  use  of  members,  those  outside  of  the 
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nssociation  being  required  to  pay  a fee  for  the  use  of  books  therefroux  The 
Erie  association  is  auioug  the  leading  cues  of  PcunsyJvania,  and  -within  a few 
years  contemplate  the  erection  of  a much  finor  building  on  the  same  cornor,  at 
a cost  of  about  JiiO.OOO,  the  jneneiit  one  being  too  small  for  their  gro^Ying 
numbers.  The  associiition  suslained  a com'sc  of  loctures  for  several  years, 
many  fro)a  distinguished  persons.  Their  })rebent  quartors  are  comfortably 
furni.sbed,  and  tlio  officers  in  chars-e  are  kind  and  gentlemanl-^'  to  all  Avho  visit 
their  rooms,  -wlnlo  an  air  of  neatness  pervades  the  \vhole  establishment. 

The  Erie  Natural  History  Society  was  organized  Febr-aary  18,  1S79,  its 
object  being  the  study  of  the  natural  liistory  of  Erie  County,  and  the  proba- 
ble establishment  of  a seienfilic  institute,  library  and  museum.  It  meets  at 
its  rooms  in  the  Metcalf  Block,  72-j.  State  street. 

The  Northwestern  Ponusydvania  Game  and  Fish  Association  ^Ya3  incorpor- 
ated November  19,  1875,  and  m.eets  at  No.  80  North  Park  Eow.  The  objects 
of  this  society  are  the  protection  and  propagation  of  game  and  fish  by  the  en- 
forcement of  the  laws  relating  thereto.  Every  good  citizen  will  commend  the 
society  in  this  laudable  work,  and  should  assist  it  in  its  efforts  to  protect  the 
fish  in  the  bay  and  the  game  on  the  peninsula  from  the  ruthless  angler  and 
huntsman. 


CHAPTER  YI. 

PniVATE  COKPOn.VTIOM.S,  CF.METUranS  and  CllAlUTAULn  iNSTiTUTIOXS. 

Erie  Gas  Company'  was  chartered  March  5,  1852,  with  a capital  stock 
J_  of  8p)0,000,  the  Board  of  Directors  being  privileged  to  incvea.se  tlie 
capital  to  8100,000  whenever  they’-  might  deem  such  a course  necessaiw. 
Ground  was  bought  on  Seventh  street,  between  Myrtle  and  Chestnut,  upon 
rvhich  the  works  were  erected,  the  total  cost  being  860,000.  The  tank  or  gas 
receiver  had  a capacity  of  oO.OOO  c-nbic  feet;  3-7  miles  of  pipe  vv'ere  laid,  and 
all  necessary  buildings  erected.  The  works  -were  completed  by  the  22d  of 
A.\igust,  1853,  and  07i  that  date  the  city  of  Erie  first  enjoyed  gaslight.  The 
jjatronage  at  that  time  com]:irised  tliirR-two  consumers,  but  by  the  close  of 
the  year  the  number  had  increased  to  150.  The  constructioji  of  the  gas  works 
was  superintended  bv  a Mr.  Meredith,  while  Mr.  P.  Metcalf  rendered  material 
aid  in  the  successful  cousummation  of  the  enterpj'ise. 

In  the  fall  oi  lS83.  the  co.mpany  erected  a new  gas  tank,  with  a capacity' 
of  100,000  cubic  feel,  on  Front,  bot-weeu  Sassafras  and  Peaoh  streets,  and  in 
the  spring  of  ISS 1 iirtond  remo\Ing  the  tank  at  the  old  works  to  the  new  loca- 
tion. This  latter  tank  has  a capacity'  of  00,000  cubic  feet,  which  will  give 
the  woi'ks  a combined  capacity  of  100,000  cubic  feet  of  gas.  The  new  w'orks 
will  cost,  when  completed,  about  800,000,  and  the  old  site  will  be  abandoned 
in  tho  spring,  and  the  -works  removed  to  the  new  one  on  Front  street. 

At  the  present  tim.e,  the  gas  company  has  an  authorized  capital  of  8300,000, 
and  a paid  up  capital  of  8107,750.  It  owns  20  miles  of  gas  mains,  lights 
425  street  lamps  and  ha.s  a patromage  of  800  con.sumers.  Tho  quality'  of  the 
gas  equals  the  best  furnished  auy'  community  in  the  State,  while  its  cost  is 
moderate.  Tho  President  of  the  comjyany  is  Charles  M.  Heed;  and  the  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer  for  many'  years  was  Miles  7V.  Caughey',  upon  whose  death, 
in  the  fall  of  1883,  Vlaiter  Scott  became  .his  succe.3Sor.  The  office  is  in  the 
Wetmore  House,  on  the  northwest  coraer  of  Seventh  and  Peach  streets. 
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TELEGl{.*LriI,  TELEPHONE  AND  EXPRESS  COIIPANIES. 

Tho  6rst  telegraph  oftico  was  opened  at  Erie  in  1847.  Little  is  known  of 
its  history,  only  that  since  that  year  the  people  have  enjoyed  tlie  heuelit  of 
this  necessary  adjunct  of  civilization.  For  more  tlian  twoiity  years  Erie  pos- 
sessed but  one  telegraph  li.ne,  but.  about  18GS,  the  rVtlantic  & Paeihe  Tole- 
gra]'>h  (^onupany  opened  an  ot'iico  in  opposition  to  tho  -Western  Union,  and  for 
several  years  the  city  enjoyed  the  services  of  two  ofilces  or  distinct  telegraph 
lines.  Finally,  the  AVesten;  Union  bonght  out  tlie  Atlantic  & Paci.fio,  and 
consolidated  the  lines  under  the  former  name.  The  Mutual  Union  Telegraph 
Company  began  business  at  Erie  in  lS8l,  but  it,  too.  has  been  absorbed  by  the 
AA'estern  L^nion,  which  alone  e.vists  outside  of  the  private  line  of  the  Phila- 
deljPia  & Erie  Eailroad.  The  office  of  the  AA'estern  Union  is  No.  514  State 
street,  and  it  transacts  all  the  telegraph  business  of  Erie. 

Tho  American  District  Telegraph  Company  was  organized  in  1S76,  in  which 
year  it  began  business,  and  has  since  been  in  successful  operation.  The  com- 
pany has  now  about  20U  tekpTiones  in  Erie,  and  the  number  is  gTadually  in- 
creasing under  the  energetic  management  of  G.  AV,  Baxter,  the  efficient  Su- 
perintendent of  the  com]:>any  in  this  city.  The  New  York  & Pennsylvania 
Telegraph  and  Telephone  Company  purchased  the  controlling  intere.st  in  1883, 
and  ere  the  publication  of  this,  work  some  changes  may  occur  not  h.ere  spoken 
of.  Telephone  lines  are  now  being  constructed  to  the  neighboring  tovrns,  and 
in  the  near  future  Erie  will  have  telephonic  connection  v.uth  many  of  them. 
The  central  office  in  Erie,  is  Boom  24,  Noble  Block. 

The  American  Expre.ss  Company  o])euod  an  office  at  Erie  in  1846,  with  O. 

D.  Spaftbrd  as  agent.,  ITe  was  succeeded  by  J.  J.  Lints,  and  i.n  1858  the 
jjresent  agent,  J.  Harper,  ^Yas  appointed  to  fill  the  position,  which  he  has  held 
continuously  up  to  the  present  time.  The  otiiee  is  at  No.  822  State  street. 
The  American  and  Adams  Express  Companies  ran  a “ union  office  “ until  June 
1,  1883,  when  the  latter  company  opened  a separate  office  on  Nortli  Park  Bow, 
between  State  and  Peach  streets,  with  AAA  C.  Stinson  as  agent. 

THE  ERIE  CITY  RASSENGER  R.VILWAY  COMRANY. 

This  company  was  incorporated  wuth  a caj^ital  stock  of  §50,000,  by  a legis- 
lative act  approved  Ailarc'i  1,  1867,  and  organized  for  business  in  the  same 
spring.  Anthony  J.  Drexel,  of  Philadelphia,  Penn.,  through  his  attorney, 

E.  J.  Corvell,  was  the  leading  stockholder  in  the  enterprise,  while  the  labor  of 
obtaining  the  act  of  incorporation  and  necessary  subscription,  and  pushing  the 
road  to  completion,  was  also  the  work  of  Mr.. Cowell,  In  1S6S,  the  niairr  line 
vvas  built  from  Second  street  south  on  State  to  Turnpike;  thence  across  to 
Peach;  thence  south  on  Peach  to  Twenty-sixth  street,  and  in  December  of  that 
year  opened  for  travel.  Up  to  Alay,  1873,  tlio  fare  charged  was  7 cents, 
since  which  time  it  has  been  5.  Since  its  completion,  the  line  has  been  ex- 
tended to  the  public  dock  on  State  street,  and  in  the  fall  of  1883  tlie  company 
was  engaged  in  building  two  branch  lines,  viz.;  C>nG  out  Eighth  street  to 
Baspberry,  and  one  out  Eleventh  street  to  Parade;  thence  south  to  Fourteenth 
street.  In  1880,  the  large  two-story  brick  stables  on  the  corner  of  Second  and 
State  streets  vrere  erected,  while  the  furnishings  of  the  line  are  kept  in  har- 
mony with  the  times.  The  officers  are  AAA  AV.  Reed,  President;  J.  C.  Spencer, 
Treasurer;  A.  L.  Latell,  Secretary;  Jacob  Berst,  Superintendent. 

F.ANKS. 

The  Erie  Bank  was  incorporated  by  an  act  passed  in  the  v/inter  of  1828- 
29,  and  began  business  in  January,  1829,  on  a,  capital  of  §50,000,  though  the 
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bank  was  privileged  to  incroaso  its  capital  stock  to  S2i)0,000.  Its  lir.st  otHcers 
wore;  K.  S.  Eeecl,  President;  P.  S.  Y.  Harnot,  Cashier;  J.  A.  Tracy,  C.  i\[, 
Peed,  Sa^nnel  P>rown,  YvTlliam  TTeining,  Thomas  Yloorehead,  Jr.,  E.  D.  Gun- 
nison and  3).  Gillispie,  Directors.  Tlie  bank  suspended  in  May,  1S48,  but 
very  little  loss  was  sustained  l:>y  the  holdens  of  its  issue,  as  the  notes  were  sub- 
sequent! v redeemed  at  a small  discount,  Gen.  C.  M.  Peed  lioldiug  himself 
personally  responsible  for  their  redemption. 

The  Euited  States  Bank  of  ITiiiadelphia  established  a branch  at  Erie  in 
1887,  with  Thomas  H.  Sill,  President;  Peter  Benson,  Cashier;  Josiah  Kellogg, 
C.  iM.  Beod,  AVilliam  Ivellev.  G.  A.  Eliot,  Samuel  Hays,  AVilliain  Fleming, 
J.  G.  Williams  and  H.  J.  Hnidekoper,  Directors.  The  tine  building  on  State 
street,  now  occupied  for  the  custom  house,  wa.s  erected  by  this  bank  at  a largo 
outlay,  also  the  building  adjoining  it  on  the  south  for  the  cashier's  residence. 
AVith  the  failure  of  the  parent  institution  at  Philadelphia  in  18-10,  the  Erie 
branch  also  went  down,  and  W.  C.  Curry  w'as  appointed  to  settle  up  its  affairs. 
In  1S40,  the  bank  building  was  sold  to  the  United  States  Government  for 

820.000,  who  converted  it  into  a custom  liou.sa;  while  the  cashier's  residence 
subsequently  sold  for  84.000,  about  one-half  its  original  cost. 

The  Erie  City  Bank  wa.s  incorpontod  in  1858,  with  a capital  stock  of 

8200.000,  but  it  lasted  only  four  years,  suspending  business  in  1857.  Its  first 
officers  were;  Smith  Jackson.  President;  J.  P.  Sherwin,  Cashier;  S.  E.  Xoiler, 
‘Teller;  Brna  Cameron.  Book-keeper;  C.  21.  Tibbals,  W.  A.  Brown,  D.  S. 
Cl8.’’k.  C.  vSeigel.  John  Brawley.  James  AA'ebster,  J.  H.  Fullerton,  Ira  Sherwin, 
J.  D.  Clark,  Charles  Brandes  and  J.  C.  Beebe,  Directors. 

The  Bank  of  Commerce  succeeded  the  Erie  City  Bank  in  April,  1858,  but 
it,  too,  soon  succumbed,  closing  its  doors  in  December,  I860.  Its  first  officers 
were  as  follows;  B.  Grant,  President;  C.  B.  AVriglit,  Auce  Pesident;  G.  J. 
Ball,  Cashier;  A.  AAh  Guild.  Teller;  AAA  E.  Pindernecht,  James  Hoskiuson, 
B.  E.  Sloan,  Charles  Metcalf,  A.  AA’'.  Blaine,  G.  E.  King  and  J.  AV.  Douglas, 
Directors. 

In  ISOJ,  the  follow'ing  firms  were  doing  a general  brokerage  or  banking 
business  at  Erie;  AAk  C.  Curry,  capital  Sl(k),o00;  M.  Sanford  & Co.,  capital 
§50,000;  Adncent,  Bailey  & Co.,  capital  §25,000;  Clark  & Yletcalf,  capital 
§12,000;  Neiler  & AA'arreu,  capital  §5,000;  total  banking  capital,  §192,000. 

'The  First  National  Bank  was  organized  in  February,  18G3,  with  a canitai 
of  §150,000,  J.  C.  Spencer,  President;  J.  L.  Sternberg,  Cashier;  AA’illiarn 
Spencer,  Assistant  Ca-hiei’.  In  February,  1SS3,  tlie  bank  was  re-organized  for 
twenty  years.  It  is  located  in  the  Reed  House  block  on  the  northwest  corner 
of  French  street  and  North  Park  Row. 

The  Keystone  National  Bank,  located  in  the  handsome  block  on  the  north- 
east corner  of  State  and  Eighth  streets,  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1864,  with 
an  authorized  capital  of  §500,000,  and  a paid  up  capital  of  §250,000.  Omnge 
Noble  has  been  President  of  the  bank  since  its  organization,  John  J.  Town 
was  Cashier  until  iSA  1,  when  he  was  succeeded  by  J.  I.  Towm,  who  yet  fills 
the  pusixion. 

The  Second  National  Bank  was  organized  December  12,  186-t,  with  a capi- 
ta! of  §300,000.  AVilliam  L.  Scott,  President;  Joseph  McCarter,  ATce  Presi- 
dent; AA’.  C.  Curry,  Cashier.  This  bank  is  on  the  southwest  corner  of  State 
and  Eighth  .streets,  and  its  jnesent  officers  are;  Joseph  McCarter,  President; 
AAT  AA’.  Reed,  A’ice  Pre.sideut;  C.  F.  Allis,  Cashier. 

The  Alarine  National  Bank  was  organized  Alarch  9,  1S05,  with  a capital  of 
§150,000.  B,  B.  A’inceut,  President;  F.  P.  B:iiley,  Cashier.  In  Jaxinary, 
1867,  J.  C.  Marshall  became  President  of  the  bank,  and  Charles  E.  Gunnison, 
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Assistant  Cashier.  The  officers  thus  rernainod  tuitil  March  29.  1875,  when 
William  Bell,  Jr. , was  chosen  Vice  t’re.sident.  and  no  change  has  since  oc- 
cnriT-d.  It  is  located  on  the  northwo.st  coimer  of  State  and  North  l^ark  Eow. 

The  German  Savings  Institution  of  Erie  was  organized  Eobruary  S,  1S07, 
with  a capital  of  8200,000.  John  Genslieimor,  President:  Mathew  Schlau- 
decker,  Trea.surer;  Frederick  Schneider,  Secretary.  Those  othcers  continued  to 
hold  their  several  positions  until  October.  1S75,  at  which  time  Lloyd  G.  Heed 
became  Ihesideut,  and  John  Eliot,  M anager  and  'J.’reasurev.  The  bank  is  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  Eighth  and  State  streets. 

The  private  bank  of  Ball  .Y  Colt  was  oi-ganized  in  J uly,  1SG7,  and  has  since 
continued  to  do  a general  banking  business.  This  bank  is  at  No.  720  State 
street. 

The  Erie  Dime  Savings  and  Loan  Company  was  org.anized  June  S,  1S67, 
under  a special  lavr  of  the  State,  with  Selden  5larviu,  President,  and  John  H. 
Bliss,  Secretary.  These  officers  resigned  April  25,  ISOS,  and  the  following 
gentlemen  were  chosen;  L.  L,  Lamb,  President;  George  IV . Colton,  Secretary 
and  Treasm'er;  Selden  5Iarvin,  Attorney.  On  tlie.  19th  of  May,  ISOS,  M. 
Hartleb  became  Vice  President,  and  the  bank  began  business  on  a paid-in  cap- 
ital of  825,000.  I.  A.  Foreman  soon  succeeded  Mr.  Hartleb  as  Vico  President 
of  the  bank.  In  January,  1S7G,  lire  bank  moved  into  its  }>reseut  elegant  cjuar- 
ters  on  the  corner  of  State  street  and  South  Park  Bow,  which  is  doubtless  the 
finest  bank  building  in  Erie,  and  rellects  much  credit  on  the  gentleman  at  the 
head  of  this  institution.  This  l^ankhas  an  authorized  capital  of  S500,0o0,  and 
a pai'l-in  capital  of  808.300.  Its  present  officers  are  William  A.  Galbraith, 
President;  J.  F.  Downing,  Tice  President;  G.  E.  Bargor,  Secretary  and 
TTeasiu’er. 

The  Humboldt  Safe  Deposit  and  Trust  Company  began  ImsineBs  July  4, 
1809,  on  a capital  of  8100,000.  Eras  Schluraff,  President;  Charles  Metcalf, 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  In  May,  1S72,  the  cayrital  was  increased  to  $200,- 
000.  The  bank  is  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Nintli  and  State  streets,  in  a fine 
building  erected  by  the  institution,  and  its  present  officers  are  Gustav  Jarecki. 
President;  J.  J.  Sturgeon,  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  Erie  County  Savings  Bank,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Fourteenth  and 
Peach  streets,  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1871,  with  a capital  of  3150,000. 
N.  J.  Clark,  President;  J.  L.  Stev/art,  Vice  President;  M,  H.  Burgess,  Cashier. 
Mr.  Clark. was  succeeded  in  the  Presidency  by  J.  L.  Stewart,  Adam  Brabender 
becoming  Vice  President.  The  next  President  of  the  bank  was  William  W. 
Peed,  succeeded  in  1879  by  Adam  Brabender,  w'ho  has  since  filled  that  position. 
He  was  succeeded  as  Vice  Presidejit  by  P.  Pettit,  w'ho  was  the  last  occupant  of 
that  office.  In  1870,  F.  G.  Schlaudecker  became  Cashier  of  the  bank,  and  in 
May,  1SS2,  was  succeeded  by  P.  Pettit. 

Nothing  shows  more  clearly  tiie  rapid  progress  in  the  wealth  and  eucei'prise 
of  Erie  than  the  present  amount  of  capital  invested  in  banking.  IVJth  the 
beginning  of  1803  there  was  not  a single  incorporated  bank  in  the  city,  the 
whole  of  the  banking  business  being  done  by  a few  private  firms  on  a combined 
capital  of  about  $200,000.  The  capital  and  deposits  of  the  banks  of  1883  run 
into  the  millions,  and  all  are  in  a nourishing  condition.  They  have  large 
capital,  are  well  conducted  and  have  a high  reputation  in  financial  circles. 

INSURANCE  CO.M FAMES. 

The  Erie  County  IMutual  Fire  Insurance  Cojnpauy  wa.s  incorporated  IMarch 
20,  1839,  by.  the  following  persons;  John  A.  Tracy,  William  Kelley,  Peter 
Pierce,  Julius  W.  Hitchcock,  James  IVTlliams,  Smith  Jackson,  Samuel  Low, 
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C^onrod  Brown,  Jr.,  B.  B.  Vincent.  Bester  Town,  Jabez  Vrigbt,  David  G. 
Webber  and  Steplicii  Skinner.  It  lias  ever  since  conducted  a safe  and  success- 
ful business,  and  January  1,  1SS3,  luul  i?;\snrance  in  force  amounting  to  §706,- 
513.94,  and  premium  note.?  in  force  amounting  to  SS5,&5‘J.45.  It  is  doubtless 
tbe  olde.st  native  corTicratiou  doing  business  in  Erie  Co’uutjp  -which  speaks  well 
for  its  stability  of  character.  The  office  of  this  company  is  No.  2(3,  North  Park 
Bow. 

The  Fanners’  Jlntiud.  Fire  Insnranco  Company,  of  Harbor  Creek,  office  No. 
701  State  street,  Erie,  Penn.,  was  chartered  IMay  0,  1S57,  Ipy  John  Dodge.  G. 
AV.  Wagner,  John  AY.  AIcLane,  J.  Y.  luoorchead  and  G.  A.  Eliot.  The  buy 
then  recpiired  the  coiupany  to  get  S10(M)0(i  of  insnranco  before  issuing  any 
policies,  wliieb  was  complied  with  in  August,  1S58,  and  the  iirst  policy  is.siied. 
The  business  of  this  company  grew  rapidly,  and  its  exemption  from  extensiyo 
fires  is  assured,  as  it  insures  only  the  property  of  farmers,  taking  no  risks  in 
towns  or  cities.  The  amount  of  its  in.snrance  in  force  January  1,  1SS3,  -was 
84,495,037.66.  w'hilc  its  premium  notes  in  force  on  the  same  date  was  8224,- 
751. SS,  This  is  an  exhibit  that  requires  no  commendation  at  onr  hands,  for 
it  stamps  this  company  as  a strong  tinancial  institution  and  a credit  to  Erie 
County. 

Thej-e  were  two  ot’ner  native  insurance  companies,  with  headcjuartcrs  at 
Erie,  that  existed  for  a few  years,  viz.,  the  German  and  Alps.  The  former  was 
organized  in  1S67-GS.  and  laste’d  nutll  1871,  yy’hen  it  failed.  The  Alps  In- 
surance Company  began  business  in  18GS-G0,  and  was  under  the  management 
of  .‘^ome  of  the  leading  men  of  Erie.  It  had  placed  considerable  insurance  on 
projierty  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  when  the  great  fire  almost  sw'ept  that  city  out  of 
existence,  the  Alps  incurred  such  heavy  losses  that  it  -y'ent  down,  thouarh  it 
paid  up  the  greatest  part  of  its  indeldedness,  and  closed  up  business  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  reflect  credit  u]->od  its  management. 

CEMETERIES. 

Prior  to  1805,  all  interments  were  on  the  bank  of  the  lake,  immediately 
east  of  the  town,  but  in  that  year  a lot  for  a burial  ground  -n-as  set  apart  on 
Eighth  street,  a little  west  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  This  ground 
■was  used  by  the  several  denominations  until  1827,  when  it  was  absorbed  bv  the- 
United  Presbyterian  congre.gation,  who  had  erected  their  house  of  -worship  on 
the  adjoining  lot  east  in  I8l0.  The  Presbyterians  purchased  four  lots  on  the 
corner  of  Seventh  and  .Alvrtle  streeds,  about  1826-27,  and  many  bodies  w'ere 
removed  to  this  cemetery  from  the  oM  ground  soon  after  it  was  opened.  Tho 
Episcopalians  started  a cemetery  about  1827,  on  Aljrtle  street  betwmen  Seventh 
and  Eighth.  St.  Paul's  German  Evangelical  Church  opened  a burial  ground 
in  1850.  and  St.  John's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  established  a graveyard 
many  years  ago  on  Sassafras,  between  Twenty- second  and  Twenty  third. 
Nearly  all  of  these  cemeteries  have  long  since  been  abandoned  and  the  dead 
removed,  while  those  which  still  remain  here  have  I'een  closed  for  interments. 

The  Jewish  Cemetery  on  Twenty-sixth  street,  east  of  Cherry,  was  opened  in 
1858,  and  is  still  used  by  the  adherents  of  this  faith. 

4'he  earliest  Catholic  cemetery  in  Erie  of  which  we  have  any  knowledge  was 
located  on  the  site  of  St.  Benedict's  Academy  East  Ninth  street.  It  was 
purchased  in  1837,  and  consecrated  by  the  Rev.  Ivo  Lovitz  Aug'ast  2,  1810. 
This  graveyard  was  used  until  ISlS.  in  vUich  year  Father  Steinbacher,  the 
pastor  of  St.  Alary’s  congregation,  bought  apiece  of  ground  on  Chestnut  street, 
Ix-tween  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-tifth  streets,  to  which  the  bodies  of  those 
interred  on'Ninth  street  were  removed.  This  cemetery  was  used  by  the  Gor- 
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man  Catliolics  until  thr*  con~ecration  of  Trinity  in  1SC9,  ^Yhcn  it  was  clo-sed 
fur  iutenuunta. 

A?  early  as  1S37-3S,  St.  Patrick’s  congrefjation  bongki  a small  lot,.  40x160 
ftH't  in  size,  on  Third  street,  between  German  anJ  Parade,  vrliicdi  was  the  tir.sfc 
(zravevard  owned  l.iy  this  pari.-^h.  In  iS53,  I’katber  Deane  purchased  five  acres 
on  the  corner  of  Twenty-fourth  and  Sassafras  streets,  and  the  old  ground  was 
abandoned  and  the  bodies  removed  to  the  new  location.  U[>on  the  coiisocration 
of  Trinity  Cemetery  in  1SG9.  this  second  graveyard  was  closed  and  many  of  ll\e 
dead  removed  to  Trinity,  though  quite  a number  still  remain  on  account  of  the 
foolish  ofistinancy  of  their  friends  in  refusing  consoLit  to  their  reinovel.  St.  Vin- 
cent’s Hos})ital  now  occupies  a portion  of  this  ground,  audit  is  to  be  hoped  that 
erelong  every  bod}\hore  interred  will  tind  a last  resting  ydaco  in  tho  beautiful 
cemetery  west  or  the  city,  now  used  l\v  the  Catholics  of  Drie  and  vicinity. 

The  ceremony  of  consecrating  Trinity  Cemetery,  the  present  Catholic  burial 
grounds,  located  on  the  la'ue  road  about  four  miles  west  of  Erie,  took  place  on 
Sunday  afternoon.  Alay  23.  1SG9,  and  was  witnessed  by  thousands  of  .specta- 
tors from  the  city  and  adjoining  townshi]rs. 

The  proce-sion,  including  the  several  Catholic  societies,  headed  by  four 
bands,  formed  on  Eighth  street  and  marched  to  the  cemetery,  escorting  Bishop 
Jiullon  and  the  clergymen  present  on  the  occasion.  .A  large  wooden  cross,  the 
emblem  of  Christ  crucified,  had  been  placed  in  the  middle  cf  tire  cearetory, 
around  which  the  societies  formed  a hollow  square,  with  the  Bishop,  clergy 
and  choir  in  the  center.  Bishop  Jlulleu  then  delivered  a iirief  address,  fol- 
lowed by  a sermon  in  the  German  lauguago  from  Father  Wenderiein,  of  St. 
Mary’s  Church.  At  its  conclusion,  the  usual  beautiful  ceremonies  ordained 
by  the  Catholic  Church  on  such  occasions  were  performed,  and  the  proceed- 
ings were  brought  to  a close  with  a prayer  for  the  repose  of  the  soul  of  Bishop 
ATung,  wdmse  remains  had  been  removed  to  the  cemetery.  This  graveyard 
contains  thirty  acres  nicely  laid  out  in  walks  and  driveways,  and  }>Iauted 
throughout  with  ornamental  and  shade  trees,  which  in  a few  years  y ill  add 
much  to  the  natural  beauty  of  the  location.  Alany  handsome  monuments 
mark  the  last  resting  place  of  those  who  are  “ asleep  in  the  Lord,”  and  the 
time  is  not  far  distant  when  it  may  justly  be  ranked  among  the  beautiful  cities 
of  the  dead. 

The  Erie  Cemetery  had  its  inception  in  October,  1846,  when  a paper  was 
drawn  up,  and  a few  citizens  subscribed  81,500,  v,utli  the  view  of  purchasing 
the  same  juece  of  land  on  which  the  cemetery  v/as  sulisequently  laid  out. 
The  persons  who  subscribed  to  the  object  at  that  time  were  Charles  M.  Reed, 
George  A.  Eliot,  John  H.  Walker,  John  A.  Traejq  William  Kolley,  Smith 
Jackson,  John  Galbraith.  B.  B,  Vincent,  Thomas  G.  Colt,  M.  Courtright.  C. 
M.  Tibbals  and  J.  C.  .Spencer.  The  subject,  however,  was  postponed,  and  no 
decisive  jneasures  were  taken  to  secure  the  desired  site,  on  account  of  the 
increased  price  constantly  demanded:  yet  the  object  was  never  abandoned,  and 
in  December,  1S49,  the  lirst  etiieient  movement  was  made  to  aceomj-ilisli  the 
long- cherished  design.  In  that  month,  a subscription  paper  w'as  again  circu- 
lated, 1 )y  which  the  subscribers  agreed  to  unite  in  pu7'chasing  seventy-tive 
acres  of  land  at  $100  per  acre,  bounded  oi7  the  north  by  Nineteenth  street,  on 
ihe  east  by  Chestnut,  on  the  south  by  Twenty-si.xth,  and  on  the  west  by  Cherry. 
Thirty  -one  signatures  were  obtained,  and  the  following  amounts  subscribed 
toward  purchasing  the  ground:  C.  M.  Reed,  $100:  George  A.  Eliot,  $100; 

William  Himrod,  $100;  1.L  Caldwell.  $100;  George  A.  Lyon,  $100;  Elisha 
Babbitt,  $100;  A.  W.  Brewster,  $100;  J.  A.  'i’racy,  $100;  -J.  C.  Spencer,  $100; 
Josejih  Al.  Sterrett,  $100;  J.  H.  IVilliams,  $100;  M.  Courtright,  $100;  Irvin 
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Camp,  .$100;  C.  M.  Tihbals,  §100;  YYiliiam  Nicliolson.  $100;  YYilliain  A. 
Brown,  $100;  J.  C.  MavsLall,  $100;  B.  B.  YiuceDt,  $100;  T.  G.  Colt,  §100; 
P.  Ailmcklo,  §100;  -James  Slvinner,  $100;  S.  Jackson,  §100;  P.  Metcalf,  $100; 
John  Kughos,  §J00;  Joun  Galbiaith.  $50:  R E.  Burton,  §50;  William  Kelloy, 
$50;  P.  Schiif'ider’,  S50;  'William  W.  Boed,  §50;  M.  W.  Caughey,  §50;  Walter 
Chester.  §50.  The  individuals  who  assisted  by  advaiiclng  money  were  Airs. 
B.  8.  Peed,  §50;  John  Evans,  §50;  Yl.  B.  Lowry,  §50;  J.  C.  Beebe,  §25; 
Thomas  H.  Sill,  S25;  John  R Yincent.,  $25;  John  Moore,  §25;  Andrew 
Scott,  §10. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1S50,  the  Ijegislature  y)assod  an  act  incorporating 
“ Tlie  larie  Cemetery,  in  the  county  of  Erie,”  and  Ylay  2-i  a majority  of  the  in- 
corporators met  and  elected  seven  managers,  viz.,  Charles  M’.  Beed,  George  A. 
Eliot,  '\Yilliam  Kelley,  John  Galbraith,  Elisha  Babbitt,  YYilliain  llimrod  and 
A..  YYk  Brewster,  who  on  the  same  day  organized  liy  electing  George  A.  Eliot 
President,  and  appointing  YVilliarn  A.  Brown  Secretary  and  J,  C.  Spencer 
Ti  easurer.  A deed  of  conveyance  was  made  to  the  corporation  Aiarch  28,  iSoO, 
and  the  sum  of  §1,500  paid  down  as  required  by  the  conlract,  while  a majority 
of  the  in  corporators  signed  a judgmont  bond  to  secure  th.o  re'maining  SO, 000, 
which  they  agreed  to  pay  in  four  equal  annual  jiayments,  together  with  inter- 
est thereon,  relying  with  confidence  that  the  sale  of  lots  would  fully  indemnify 
them,  and  that  they  would  suffer  no  loss. 

In  December,  1S50,  the  services  of  11.  Daniels  were  secured  to  lay  out  the 
grounds;  but  very  little  was  accomplished  until  April,  1851.  From  that  time 
forward  the  work,  progressed  rapidly;  walks  and  driveways  were  constructed, 
cutting  the  grounds  into  harmonious  sections,  while  trees  and  shrubbery  wore 
planted  wherever  they  would  add  most  beauty  to  the  natural  landscape. 

At  the  annual  meeting  in  January,  1852,  Bev.  Joseph  H.  Presley,  John 
Evans  and  YYhlson  King  were  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancies  caused  by  the  deaths 
of  YY'illiam  YY^.  Beed,  A.  W.  Brewster  and  John  Hughes,  three  of  the  origi- 
nal incorporators.  The  by-laws,  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of 
the  corporation  were  adopted  at  this  meeting,  and  the  following  Board  of 
Managers  elected  for  the  ensuing  year;  George  A.  Eliot,  Charles  YI.  Beed, 
YY'illiam  Kelley,  YYilliam  Himvod,  John  Galbraith,  Elisha  Babbitt  and  Will- 
iam A..  Brown,  who  thei’eupon  elected  George  A.  Eliot  President  and  apjjoint- 
ed  J.  C.  Spencer  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

The  formal  opening  of  the  cemetery  took  place  May  20,  1851.  xYn  address 
was  delivered  by  the  President  of  the  board,  George  A.  Eliot,  and  the  dedi- 
catory address  by  Bov.  George  A.  Ijyon,  while  other  appropriate  ceremonies 
usual  071  such  occasions  went  to  mrike  the  day  an  enjoyable  o-rte.  Since  the 
cemetery  was  laid  out,  many  improvements  have  been  made.  New  sections 
have  been  opiened  up,  the  walks  and  driveways  extended,  much  additional 
shrubbery  pJauted,  and  a substantial  iron  fence  erected,  both  on  the  east  and 
west  side  of  the  grounds,  besides  a “ Porter’s  Lodge”  near  the  main  entrance, 
together  with  many  other  improvements  that  go  to  beautify  the  cemetery. 
Great  care  has  been  exercised  for  the  protection  of  the  groiinds  and  the  many 
beautiful  monuments  that  have  been  erected  by  the  hand  of  affection,  while 
every  effort  has  been  put  forth  to  make  Erie  Cemetery  an  honored  and  sacred 
resting  place  for  the  dead,  and  a beautiful  aud  attractive  spot  in  the  eyes  of 
the  living. 

CHAEITA.BLF.  INSTITUTIONS. 

St.  Joseph’s  Orphan  Asylum  had  its  inception  about  1805,  when  the  Sisters 
of  St,  Joseph  occupiied  a small  frame  building  on  Fourth  street,  close  to  St. 
Patrick’s  Schoolhouse.  In  April,  1806,  they  regularly  ojiened  the  asylum  in 
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a Louso  on  Second  slreet,  between  Frencli  and  Holland,  purchased  for  the  pur- 
pose by  tlio  late  Bishop  Younf^.  and  wdiile  there  they  had  on  an  average  the 
care  of  sixty  orphans.  In  .1811-72,  the  present  commoLlions  brick  building  wa.s 
erected  at  a cost  of  about,  800,000.  It  is  located  on  Third  street,  between  Hol- 
land and  Gorman,  is  three  stories  high  with  basement,  and  is  heated  through- 
out by  steam.  The  iusLitution  has  an  average  of  about  120  orphau.s,  wdio  are 
tenderly  cared  for  and  instructed  in  the  precepts  of  the  Catholic  faith,  while 
at  the  same  time  they  receive  the  benefits  of  a common  Engli.sh  education  iu 
two  large  school  rooms  -witbiu  the  building.  ^\'henever  pupils  develop  a 
special  talent  for  music  they  are  instructed  in  that  branch,  and  all  are  enconr- 
aged  to  cultivate  and  practice  the  virluo  of  industrious  habits.  About  ten 
Sisters  are  connected  with  St.  Joseph’s  Asylum,  and  perfonu  all  the  duties 
thereof.  The  institution  is  supported  by  tho  industry  of  the  Sisters,  voluntary 
contributions  and  an  annual  collection  taken  u].i  throughout  the  diocese.  All 
classes  are  received  irrespective  of  creed  or  color,  and  the  grand  work  which 
the  Catholic  Church  is  here  so  silently  performing  for  Christ’s  little  ones, 
iruder  this  noble  band  of  Sisters,  de.'Orvos  the  highest  commendation.  The 
community  is  now  erecting  a tliree-story  brick  Iniilding,  45.y70  feet,  on  the 
corner  of  Ash  and  Twenly-sixUi  streets,  to  be  used  as  a home  for  the  aged  and 
iniinu.  They  hope  to  occupy  it  inside  of  a year,  and  though  its  capacity  will 
then  be  about  100,  it  is  only  a portion  of  tlie  buiilding  which  they  contemplate 
erecting  at  some  future  day.  Thus  is  the  noble  woi'k  of  charity  trying  to  keep 
pace  with  the  ills  and  wants  of  .suffering  hum, unity. 

St.  A^’incent’s  Hospital  was  erected  in  1S71-75,  on  the  corner  of  Twenty- fourth 
and  Sassafras  streets,  overlooking  the  city  of  Erie  and  the  charming  bay  of 
Presque  Isle.  It  is  a handsome  three-story  brick  building,  GO.vOO  feet  square, 
and  possessing  a well-lighted,  airy  basement.  It  cost  about  87.000,  is  well  fur- 
nished throuo-hout,  and  is  under  the  charge  of  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph,  seven 

O’  O i. 

of  whom  devote  their  time  to  the  care  of  the  institution,  while  four  others  who 
teach  in  the  parish  .schools  of  >St.  Joseph  and  St.  John  reside  at  the  hospital. 
St.  Yincent's  isopen  to  all  classes  irrespective  of  “creed,  color  or  previous 
condition  of  servitude,”  arid  J.  L.  Stewart,  one  of  the  leading  practitioners  of 
Erie,  is  the  physician  in  charge,  so  that  the  patient  has  a sure  guarantee  of  the 
best  medical  care  to  be  obtained  in  this  portion  of  the  State.  In  connection 
with  St.  ATneeut’s  the  Erie  Herald  of  April  11,  1S83,  gives  the  following  sta- 
tistics: “ This  popular  institution  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients  in 
September,  IS75.  Owing  to  the  poverty  of  the  institution  very  few  patients 
were  received  until  1S7S,  from  which  date  408  patients  have  been  received 
and  cared  for.  Of  this  number  203  were  charity  patients  and  the  remainder 
paid  from  S3  to  S5  each  per  week.  Those  admitted  were  of  religion  as  follows: 
Catholics.  185;  Prote.stanls,  178;  Jews,  5;  not  professing  any  religion,  40; 
total  number,  408.  The  nationality  were  as  follow's:  Americans,  180;  English, 
18;  Germans,  95;  Irish,  80;  Frencli,  7;  Canadians,  8;  Hussians,  3;  colored, 
2.  Total,  -108.” 

The  City  Hospital  was  erected  in  1870  for  the  accommodation  of  persons 
with  contagious  diseases.  It  stands  on  the  bluff  immediately  north  of  the 
Alarine  Hospital  building,  and  overlooks  Lake  Erie.  Dr.  E.  AV.  Gerraer  has 
been  physician  in  charge  since  its  establishment. 

Home  for  the  Friendless:  Cn  the  17th  of  Cctober,  1S71,  a meeting  w'as 

held  at  the  residence  of  J.  C.  Alarshall,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the 
“Home  for  the  Friendless.”  It  was  mainly  through  the  efforts  of  Aliss  Laura 
G.  Sanford  that  a beginning  was  made  and  the  institution  organized.  Appli- 
cation was  made  for  a charter  which  was  granted  by  the  court  November  29, 
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1871.  Gen.  C.  M.  Heed  luivin;;'  tendered  the  use  of  tlie  old  famih'  rorddouce 
on  tho  soulheast  corner  of  State  street  and  South  Park  Kow,  it  ^ras  acc«[)tiMi 
and  first  occupied  liy  the  “Homo’’  INovember  2,  1871.  In  February,  1872.  tlu' 
Marine  Hospital  Hoard  offered  to  tlio  inauagers  of  the  institution  the  use  of 
the  hospital  building  and  auiliorizing  them  to  uses  it  as  a “Home  for  the 
Frieiidless  ” until  such  timo  as  the  State  authorities  should  direct  its  use  for 
other  purposes.  Tlie  oiler  was  gladly  acceided,  and  in  the  early  part  of  May, 

1872,  the  “family”  removed  to  that  building,  where  it  remained  until  tlu» 
occupancy  of  the  “Home”  on  the  corner  of  Twenty-second  and  Sassafras 
streets,  Noveaiber  2.  1875. 

The  following  ladie.s  were  the  original  incorporators  of  the  institution; 
IMrs.  0.  M.  Peed,  5Irs.  51.  B.  Lowry.  5Irs.  I.  B.  Gara,  5Irs.  . A.  Brovm.  Mrs. 
7V.  7V.  Hinsmore,  Miss  A.  C.  Kilbourne,  5Irs,  \V.  S.  Browit,  Mrs.  lYulliam 
Bell,  5Jrs.  Henry  Jarecki,  niiss  Laura  G.  Sanford,  5Irs.  7V.  L,  Scott,  Mrs.  -T. 
H.  Neil,  5Ers.  J.  P.  Longstreet,  5Irs.  G.  A7’.  Starr,  5Irs.  7V.  A.  Galbraith,  Jlrs. 
Bernard  Hnbley.  5Jrs.  P.  Metcalf,  5Irs.  S.  S.  Spencer,  Mrs.  J.  7V.  Hart,  fd'rs. 
J.  P.  A^ineent,  Alr.s.  S.  A.  Davenport,  Airs.  J.  G.  Marshall,  Airs.  E.  AV.  Pol- 
lock, Airs.  D.  S.  Clark,  Airs.  L.  AA’.  Shirk,  Airs.  P.  Crouch,  Airs.  Allies  AA'. 
Caughey,  Airs.  Pobcrt  Evan=.  Aliss  S.  Parkinsou,  aud  Aliss  Sarah  Peed.  Tho 
first  officers  chosen  were  as  follows;  Airs.  C.  AI.  Peed,  President;  AIr,s.  I.  B. 
Gara,  First  A’ice  President;  Airs.  AV.  A.  Galbraith,  Second  Auce  President; 
Airs.  AA".  AV.  Dinsmore,  Secretary;  Aliss  Kate  AI.  Alason,  Treasurer;  Airs.  Alary 
Chalfaut,  Alatrou.  After  rerying  about  a year,  Airs.  Peed  resigned  tho  Presi- 
dency, and  Alr.s.  1.  B.  Gara  was  chosen  to  fill  that  position,  which  she  held 
until  Alay  2,  lS70,  when  she,  too,  resigned,  and  Aliss  Kate  AI.  Alason  was  elect- 
ed, aud  has  filled  the  office  continuously  up  to  the  present  time. 

On  the  I6th  of  September,  1S75,  Hon.  AI.  B.  L.owry  presented  the  manage- 
ment with  the  “ Gaggin  property,”  located  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Twenty- 
second  and  Sassafras  streets,  one  of  the  most  desirable  sites  in  the  city.  This 
munificent  gift,  which  was  worth  from  §10,000  to  §15,000,  was  gratefully  ac- 
cepted by  tho  board,  who  began  at  once  tho  project  of  erecting  an  addition  to 
the  building.  Groond  was  broken  September  25,  1875,  and  the  corner  stone 
laid  ou  the  iStli  of  October  following.  Tho  “ family  ” removed  to  tho  “ Gag- 
gin  property  ” November  2,  1875,  and  on  tho  25th  of  Aiarch,  1870,  the  new 
addition  to  the  “ Horae  ” was  finished  free  of  debt,  a.t  a total  cost  of  §6,820.48. 
This  money  was  raised  by  subscription,  mainly  through  the  indefatigable 
efforts  of  AIr.s.  I.  B.  Gara,  who  took  a leading  part  in  the  enterprise  from  its 
inceprtion  until  the  completion  of  tho  iiew“LIome.  ” She,  however,  wras  effi- 
ciently aided  in  procuring  tho  subscription  by  Airs.  J.  C.  Alar, shall,  Airs.  J.  P. 
Saltzman,  Airs.  AV.  .S.  Brown.  Aliss  Kate  AI.  Alason  and  Aliss  Sarah  Peed,  the 
latter  of  whom  has  over  taken  a special  interest  in  the  institution,  and  given 
much  of  her  time  and  attention  to  insure  its  success,  which  may  also  bo  said 
of  many  other  ladies  whose  names  figure  in  its  history. 

In  October,  1372,  a school  for  children  was  opened  at  the  “Home,”  which 
has  since  been  in  successful  operation.  In  June,  1870,  Mrs.  Gara  presented 
tho  “Home”  with  a portrait  painted  by  herself  of  the  generous  donor,  Hon. 
AI.  B.  Lowiw,  which  now  decorates  the  institution.  An  inscription  on  the 
frame  reads  as  follows:  “Portrait  of  Hou.  AI.  B.  Lowry,  painted  and  pre- 

sented to  the  institution  by  Airs.  I.  B.  Gara,  in  testimony  of  her  appreciation 
of  his  great  liberality  to  the  ‘Home  for  Friendless  Children  and  Aged  Indi- 
gent AAMmen.’ ” AA’ith  the  completion  of  the  new  “ Home  ” free  of  debt,  the 
brunt  of  the  battle  was  over,  and  since  that  time  the  institution  has  been  suc- 
cessfully accomplishing  tho  work  intended  by  its  founders. 
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The  Hainot  Hospital  Association  was  cliartereJ  on  the  7tli  day  of  Febrnaiy 
ISSl.  The  pj’esent  Board  of  ^lanagors  (c'xcept  two  who  w'ere  elected  to  till 
vacroK'ies,  and  Rev.  G.  A.  Carstensen  who  succeedod  Rev.  J.  T.  Franl.'lin,  do- 
ceased  April  14,  18S2),  were  named  in  the  charter.  They  1 eld  their  lirst 
meeting  as  a board  on  the  ‘.!8(h  day  of  Febuary,  18SJ.  The  property  offered 
for  use  as  a liospital  was  accepted  by  the  board  on  the-  51h  of  April,  lS8l. 
The  deed  of  two-thirds  interest  in  said  })roperty  was  tendered  and  acce])ted  on  ‘ 
the  23d  of  April,  ISSl.  The  selection  of  this  property  for  a hospital  resulted 
from  a call  on  its  owners  by  one  who  had  for  months  been  rvorlcing  to  establish 
a hospital,  viz.,  the  Rev.  John  T.  Franklin,  to  ascertain  if  it  could  be  bought 
or  leased  for  a term  of  years  for  such  purpose.  Having  carefully  considered 
the  plans,  a proposition  in  writing  was  made  by  the  donors  to  convey  a two- 
thirds  interest  in  the  property  to  a corporation  on  certain  conditions.  This 
was  the  origin  of  the  association.  To  it  was  conveyed  by  deed,  by  1-Irs.  Ma.r}" 
A.  Starr,  Charles  II.  Strong  and  Kate  Strong,  their  two  thirds  intere.-t  in  said 
prop'-erty.  bounded  on  Front  street  iGo  feet,  o7i  State  sircet  21 01  feet,  and  uu 
Second  street  105  feet,  including  the  buildings,  George  Yv.  Starr  joining  in 
the  deed  of  conveyance.  The  conditions  of  the  deed  are  solely  for  the  purpose 
of  insuring  the  lirm  cstabli.-hraent  and  perpetuity  of  the  hospital,  and  met 
the  approval  of  the  association  from  the  beginning.  Immediately  after  the 
acceptance  of  the  property  the  buildings  were  examined  and  changed  whore 
necessary,  the  better  to  adapt  them  to  meet  the  wants  of  a hosrntal.  Xew 
roofs  were  ]uit  on  the  main  Irailding  and  wing;  w ater  was  introduced  from  the 
city  water  works;  two  convenient  bath  rooms  w’ero  provided;  a laundry  with 
its  appliances  was  put  in  complete  order;  a fnrn.ace  w/as  added,  which,  with 
the  grates  in  the  wards  and  private  rooms,  give  wai-mth  and  A'entilation  and 
render  the  building  in  these  respects  w'ell  fitted  for  the  pm’poses  designed, 
Two  large  wards,  one  for  male  and  one  for  female  patients,  were  established 
on  the  east  side  of  the  main  building,  and  one  called  the  “sailor's  ward  ’’  in 
the  wing,  all  of  which  have  been  furnished  and  are  nov.’in  use.  Besides  these, 
■wards  now  furnished  for  twenty  patients,  there  are  tivo  private  rooms  w,’hich 
are  fully  furnished  and  ready  for  occupancy  for  such  patients  as  desire  pj'ivacy, 
and  who  may  prefer  to  come  to  and  remain  in  the  hospital  for  treatment,  mak- 
ing in  all  ample  room  for  tweniy-tive  patients,  besides  a large  room  in  the  wing 
ori^ri'inallv  desiirned  for  a ward  for  children. 

t i % bn  ^ 

On  the  1st  day  of  July,  ISSl,  the  hospital  was  opened,  and  on  the  JOth  of 
July  received  its  lirst  patient.  Fp  to  •January  9,  1S83,  157  patients  have  been 
admitted,  and  received  the  benelits  of  the  institution.  The  management  of 
the  hospital  proper  was  under  the  supervision  of  Atiss  Irene  SutbtT,  until  No- 
vember 1,  1SS2,  when  she  resigned  the  position  of  Superintendent,  and  wuis  suc- 
ceeded by  Aliss  Emma  L.  AVarr.  These  ladies  are  graduates  of  a regular  training  • 
school  for  hospital  nurses,  and  are  therefore  fully  competent  to  take  charge  of 
such  institutions.  The  Superintendent,  however,  is  allowed  absolutely  no 
discretion  in  the  matter  of  receiving  patients  who  cannot  furnish  evidence  of 
their  ability  to  pay,  except  it  be  for  a day  or  two  in  an  extraordinary  emer- 
gency. To  accomplish  its  mission,  tlie  hospital  needs  an  endowment  of  at 
least  §25,000,  The  income  of  this  sum  -would  enable  the  managers  to  set 
apart  six  beds  exclusively  for  free  patients — a number,  which,  under  ordinary 
circumstances,  would  meet  all  demands.  George  Selden  has  already  subscribed 
$4,000  toward  this  proposed  endowment  fund,  and  it  is  hoped  that  there  are 
others  among  the  citizens  of  Erie  who  will  respond  with  like  generosity  to 
this  appeal. 

The  largest  sources  of  revenue  and  the  most  valuable,  because  coutiuuous 
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tho  year,  come  from  the  following  p;i,rtie.s:  The  PhilaJolphia  A:  Erie 

Kailroad  Company,  the  xVnehor  Line  Transportation  Company,  the  Erie  City 
Iron  Works,  th-;  Erie  Crm'  "Works,  the  Jarocki  Manufacturing  Company,  and 
the  Ladies’  Parochial  Society  of  St.  Paul’s  Ejhwcopal  Church.  Each  of  the 
above  named  has  subscribed  the  sum  of  §200,  payable  qiiarti'rly  in  advance,, 
for  the  support  of  a bed  in  the  hospital.  There  is  no  doul)t  but  that  these 
subscript ion.s  will  be  continued,  and  it  i.s  hopied  that  others,  individuals  and 
companies,  will  add  to  the  annual  income  of  this  association,  in  that  way  ren- 
dering it  of  more  general  utility  to  tho  public  and  enabling  tho  managers  to 
extend  the  bonetlt.s  of  tho  institution  to  more  of  the  needy  sick  who  are  unable 
to  })ay  anything  for  medical  attendance  or  the  skilled  care  of  nurses  in  hospitals. 

Any  person  paying  the  sum  of  §5  or  more  yearly  to  the  ’.['reasaror,  sliall 
thereby  become  a member  of  the  association  for  the  year,  and  be  qualified  to 
vote  for  managors  and  otherwise  ]>articipato  in  the  affairs  of  said  Association, 
as  a member  thereof.  The  payment  of  §50  at  one  time  constitutes  a life  mem- 
bership in  the  as.socialion,  and  exemption  tluneaftor  from  the  payment  of 
yearly  dues.  Tho  following  are  the  names  of  the  life  meml'or.s  and  annual 
mombers  of  the  association  in  1SS6: 

Life  members — W’.  S.  W^arner,  Fiichard  Tanner,  J.  W.  Reynolds,  Miss  A. 
E.  Scott,  J.  P.  Loomis.  George  W.  Starr,  Mrs.  H.  Wk  Reed,  Ixloyd  Reed,  Mrs. 
Ellen  C.  131iss,  Henry  Souther,  lUrs.  Henry  Souther,  W.  W^.  Re-od,  Reed 
Caughey,  5fiss  Sarah  Reed,  W.  A.  Galbraith,  George  Selden,  iUrs.  J.  C,  Seldon, 
Mrs.  A,  II.  Caughey,  Mrs.  dV.  L.  Cleveland,  George  T.  Bliss,  Mrs.  SanjUGl 
Selden,  Mrs.  J.  C.  Spencer,  Mrs.  S.  S.  Spencer,  William  Hardwick,  h'rauk  T'. 
Adams,  Irvine  M.  ^Wallace. 

’^Annual  members— Airs.  L.  A.  Alorrison,  Miss  Kate  IVIason,  Mrs.  Prescott 
Metcalf,  iMrs.  dlyron  Sanford,  Arr.s.  John  Hearn,  Mrs.  Robert  Russell,  Miss 
Bertha  Babbitt,  George  Rogers,  R,  T.  AVilliams,  M’illiam  Bell,  -Mrs.  Addison 
Leech,  AV.  L.  Cleveland,  AY.  H.  Gross,  Airs.  T.  AY.  Crowell,  T.  AY.  Crowell, 
AAA  C.  Kelso,  John  H.  Bliss,  Airs,  F.  F.  Cleveland,  F.  F.  Cleveland,  AYiiliam 
Spencer,  George  Burton,  J.  J.  AAAtdsworth,  A.Irs.  Charles  IT.  Strong.  Charles  H. 
Strong,  Airs.  I.  B.  Gara,  Airs.  George  AA"^.  Starr,  Airs.  J.  AY.  Reynolds. 

Alanagei’s — Rev.  G.  A.  Carst'ensen,  President  ex-officio AAA  L.  Clovelaud, 
Treasurer;  George  AAA  Starr,  Secretary;  Henry  Souther,  AAnlliam  Spencer, 
AA’.  L.  Cleveland.  AY.  AA’.  Reed,  J.  AA^.  Reynolds,  George  AA".  Starr,  George 
Selden,  AAA  S.  AVaruer,  C.  C.  Shirk,  F.  F.  Adams,  George  A'A  Alaus,  R.  T. 
AA'illiams.  Executive  Committee — Rev.  G.  A.  Carstensen,  AA'.  AA'.  Reed,  AA". 
L.  Cleveland,  George  AAA  Starr,  George  Selden.  Medical  Board — Dr.  Charles 
Brandes,  Dr.  H.  A.  Spencer,  consulting  physicians;  Alarino  Hospital  Service — 
Dr.  I>.  H.  Strickland;  Superintendent,  Aliss  Emma  L.  AAMrr. 

The  history  of  the  Alarine  Hospital  is  as  follows;  AA’heu  the  town  of 
Erie  was  laid  off  in  1795,  the  tract  of  land  now  known  as  Garrison  Hill  was 
set  aside  for  military  purposes,  and  in  1870  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  built 
upon  it  a Marine  Hospital,  55x186  feet,  three  stories  high,  which  was  never 
used,  at  a cost  of  §90,000,  in  addition  to  §10.000  donated  by  the  citizens  of 
Erie.  A large  wing  extends  to  tho  rear,  .arranged  for  chapel,  office.3,  etc.  Tho 
grounds  overlook  the  bay,  and  are  finely  located  for  a soldiers’  home,  and  tho 
flat  under  the  brow  of  the  hill  might  in  the  future  bo  useful  to  the  Govern- 
ment for  a navy  yard  or  military  station.  The  property  is  very  valuable,  hav- 
ing a water  frontage  on  the  bay,  being  within  the  city  limits,  and  having  direct 
railroad  communication. 

The  Marine  Hospital  has  been  the  subject  of  considerable  legislation,  to 
the  end  that  it  be  transferred  to  the  General  Government  for  the  shelter  of  the 
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iDipoveri^ihed  veterans  ot  the  w.ar  for  the  Union,  whoso  services  merit  a diffor- 
ont  charity  from  that  afforded  by  almshouses,  etc.  The  members  of  IheU’ayno 
Monument  Association,  in  their  laudable  efforts  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of 
the  old  hero,  Gen.  Anthony  \Vayne.  have  succeeded  in  beautifying- the  grounds 
al'out  his  block-house  monument,  and  as  the  military  history  of  Erie  centcro 
around  ihat  spot,  consider  it  the  projan-  location  for  the  maintenance  of  a home 
for  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  hito  struggle.  Tim  cpiestion  of  the  accept- 
ance of  it  by  Iho  Government  is  now  before  Congress,  and  there  is  evoi-j'  reason 
to  suppose  that  it  will  recognize  the  propriety  and  justice  of  the  proposition, 
and  put  in  order  and  maintain  the  home.  It  seems  eminently  littiug  that  a 
place  whose  history  is  so  fraught  with  military  events  should  be  the  location 
of  such  an  institution. 
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l.EADIXG  MaNTFACTl'MING  InTFU F.STS— ] jOAF.D  of  TUAUit  AND  BUSINESS 

Statistics. 

T^IIE  earliest  attempt  at  manufacturing  in  Erie  was  made  in  1795-90,  when 
Capt.  Itussell  Bissell  erected  a saw-mill  near  the  mouth  of  Mill  Creek, 
which  gave  rise  to  the  name  of  that  stream.  The  dam  was  built  just  east  of 
Earado  street,  aud  nearly  opposite  Fourth.  This  mil!  was  used  by  the  garri- 
son in  getting  out  building  material  for  barracks,  dwellings,  etc.,  and  stood 
until  lS2i).  when  it  was  bui-ned  down.  In  1831,  George  YY.  lleecl  and  William 
llirarod  built  another  saw-mill  on  the  old  site,  the  frame  of  which  veas  stand- 
ing for  more  than  thiriy  years  after  its  erection. 

The  second  saw-miii  erected  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Erie,  Avas  built 
by  John  Cochran  in  1800.  on  the  site  of  the  Densmore  Mill,  which  is  just 
across  the  southern  boundary  line  of  the  city.  The  follorving  year,  ho  added 
a grist  mill,  both  being  constructed  of  logs;  but  iu  tVie  year  iSlO  John  Teel 
replaced  them  by  a frame,  which  was  subsequently  operated  lyy  John  flray  and 
son  James,  Jonathan  Baird  and  John  McClnre.  In  ’May,  1836,  upon  the 
death  of  John  Cochran,  it  fell  into  the.  hands  of  bis  son  Kobert,  and  al>out 
18-15  was  sold  to  Gen.  C.  M.  Reed,  who  soon  conveyed  it  to  George  A.  Eliot. 
In  1850,  Mr.  Eliot  gave  the  control  of  it  to  his  son  John,  who  in  March, 
1871,  sold  it  to  Henry  Sbottwell;  thence  it  passed  into  the  possession  of  Will- 
iam Densmore,  by  v.-hom  it  is  now  operated. 

In  1806,  Robert  Brotherton  built  a saw  .mill  at  or  near  the  site  cl'  the  Hope- 
dale  Mill,  in  South  Erie.  The  farm  and  mill  was  purchased  by  John  Gin- 
grich, and  the  latter  was  discontinued  when  timber  became  scarce  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. An  oil  mill  was  subsecpiently  erected  there  by  C.  Siegel.  Upon  his 
father’s  death,  Henry  Gingrich  inherited  the  property,  aud  about  1850,  built 
a flouring  mill,  which  he  called  “ Hopedaie.”  This  mill  was  operated  for 
some  years  by  Oliver  A:  Bacon,  who  left  it  iu  1865,  having  secured  tlie  canal 
mills,  and  it  was  then  taken  by  its  owner  Henry  Gingrich. 

During  the  years  1807-8,  another  saw’  mill  was  erected  on  Mill  Creek  at 
its  intersection  with  Eighth  street,  by  Thomas  Forster  and  William  Wallace, 
who  got  control  of  the  water-power  from  Twelfth  to  Parade  streets.  About 
1810,  R.  S.  Reed  purchased  the  ])roi)crty  and  built  a grist  mill  below,  and  in 
1822,  George  Moore  bought  these  mills  and  added  thereto  a carding  and 
fulling  mill.  Some  time  during  the  winter  of  1831-35,  the  mills  w’ere  pui'- 
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chaseil  by  E.  P.  Gunnison,  who  became  as.sociated  in  bnsino.ss  with  Abraham 
Johnson,  and  tliey  built  and  named  the  Fairraount  hlouring  Mill.  Gunnison 
cold  hi.s  interest  to  John  H,  Walker,  who  converted  the  carding  and  fulling 
mill  into  a phister  mill,  and  built  a largo  tannery  opposite  and  a number  oi 
dweliiugs  for  the  workmen,  dehicl  Towner  was  miller  here  for  many  years. 
The  tannery  burned  down  and  the  mill  fell  into  the  hands  of  Liddell,  Kepler 
A Co.  In  the  sjulng  of  i-Sr)*.),  it  v/as  bought  hy  P.  & O.  E.  Crouch,  aud  is 
now  o^',’ned  and  operated  by  J.  ,B.  Crouch  A Co. 

Pufus  S.  Peed  built  a grist  )nill  on  M.ill  Creek  in  1815.  it  was  located 
on  Parade  street  between  .Fourth  aud  Fifth,  find  the  dam  crossed  the  stream 
just  below  Sixth  street.  He  afterward  added  a distillery,  both  of  which  were 
carried  on  by  him  until  his  death,  the  mill  standing  until  ten  or  twelvo  years 

The  same  year  (1815).  Robert  Lai’ge  erected  a grist  mill  near  the  corner  of 
Eleventh,  and  Ih'ench  streets,  with  the  (lama.l>ovo  T\velft],n  It  did  not,  however, 
prove  suceoHsfal,  and  in  1S22  was  sold  to  Alvah  Flint,  who  converted  it  into  a 
cloth,  carding  and  fulling  mill.  This  was  kept  up  until  18l0.,wbon  the  site 
aud  water  povrer  were  purchased  by  Vincent,  Himrod  & Co.,  who  erected  there- 
on a foundry  .sul)seque;itly  knowti  as  the  Erie  City  Iron  Work.s,  one  of  the 
pioneer  iron  establisbrneuts  of  this  portion  of  the  State. 

The  pioneer  tannery  of  Erie  was  erected  by  Ezekiel  Dunning,  on  Holland 
street,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth,  about  the  beginning  of  the  pre.sent  century. 
It  was  long  known  as  Sterrett's  tanner}’,  and  Impt  in  operation  until  1852. 
The  next  tannery  in  the  order  of  time  was  established  in  1805,  by  Samuel  and 
Pobert  Hays,  on  the  corner  of  Ninth  and  French  streets.  The  latter  sold  his 
interest  to  Samuel,  and  he  in  tuinr  was  succeeded  by  his  sons  IV.  B.  and  J. 
IV.  Hays,  who  carried  on  a ta.unery  in  Erie  for  many  years.  IViliiam  Ar- 
buckle,  who  learned  the  ti'ade  with  Samuel  Hays,  started  a tauuery  in  1820, 
on  Eighth  street,  west  of  Myrtle,  which  he  ran  until  1880,  when  it  ceased  oper- 
ations. 

The  first  beer  brewery  in  the  city  was  built  in  1S15,  by  Maj.  David  Mc- 
Nair, on  Turnpike  street,  near  where  the  Erie  City  Mill  was  afterward  erected. 
He  added  a distillery  in  1823,  and  in  .1827  built  a grist  mill  ou  State  street, 
south  of  the  Lake  Shore  Ihiilroad,  the  motive  power  for  all  being  finmished 
by  the  water  of  Icbabod  Knn. 

In  iSOo,  the  hr.st  bricIryarJ  in  the  county  was  ojtenel  by  Isaac  Austiu  aud 
B.  Rice,  aud  was  located  east  of  Parade,  between  Second  and  Third  streets. 
From  brick  made  in  this  yard,  J ames  Baird  erected  the  first  brick  house  iu 
Erie  Comity.  It  stood  on  German,  between  Front  aud  Second  streets,  wa.s  two 
stories  in  height,  and  occupied  for  many  years  by  Thomas  W'il.son.  It  was 
used  as  a hospital  in  1S13,  for  the  wounded  prisoners  captured  at  the  battle 
of  Lake  Erie,  and  was  tmrned  down  in  1827. 

The  following  men  were  the  pioneers  of  Erie  in  their  respective  trades,  to 
wit;  Jonas  Duncan  and  John  Teel,  carpimteivs;  Peter  Growotz,  mason  aud 
bricklayer;  Robert  Kendall,  cooper;  John  Ilorris,  hatter;  Thomas  Stewart  and 
Archibald  MeSparren,  tailors;  while  fhe  first  hop-yard  planted  in  the  county 
was  west  of  Peach  street,  between  Buffalo  and  Simpson.  There  was  no  regular 
coirper  or  brass  smith  until  1822,  when  Charles  Lay  opened  a shop  on  the 
south  side  of  East  Park.  Ho  subso(]^uontly  ^^•ont  East  and  became  a locomotive 
engineer. 

Two  other  mills  deserve  mention  among  the  earlier  ones  of  the  city,  viz., 
the  Canal,  and  Erie  City  Mills.  The  first  was  erected  by  IVilliam  Kelley,  near 
the  corner  of  Sixth  aud  Myrtle  streets,  and  was  constructed  uitder  the  direc- 
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lion  of  .Teliiel  To’rner,  a pioneer  miller  of  Erie.  Its  motive  power  was  sup- 
plied from  the  surplus  water  in  the  canal,  but  in  1805  Oliver  & Bacon  became 
proprietors  and  converted  it  into  a steam  mill.  The  Ej'ie  City  Mill  was  com- 
menced in  1849,  by  Clark  MeSparreu  and  John  R.  Diiuiars,  on  the  site  of  the. 
State  street  railroad  bridge-,  but  MeSparren  soon  purchased  r>uraar.s’  interest. 
I'he  farmers  did  not  like  to  go  above  the  railroad,  and  consequently  the  mill 
never  did  much  busine.ss.  The  building  stood  in  the  way  of  the  railroad  then 
under  construction,  and  after  long-  negotiation  it  was  bought  l)y  the  company 
and  removed  .south  on  State  street,  wliere  it  is  still  standing. 

It  is  not  our  intention  in  this  article  to  mention  maijy  of  the  smaller 
factories  that  have  come  and  gone  during  the  past  three-(|uartor.s  of  a century, 
as  such  matter  would  bo  of  little  or  no  Idstorical  value,  but  only  to  give  those 
best  remembered  as  having-  done  most  toward  building  up  Ihe  present  manu- 
facturing interests  of  the  city.  Having  glanced  over  the  loading  pioneer  mills 
and  factories,  we  will  continue  the  subject  w-ith  brief  skelches  of  the  leading 
mannfacturiug  establishments  of  to-day.  The  materia!  contained  in  these 
sketches  was  obtained  directly  from  the  proprietors  of  the  respective  manu- 
factories, upon  whom  we  had  to  depend  for  the  correctness  of  the  matter  which 
we  hero  present  to  our  readers. 

Our  tir.st  altention  will  be  given  to  an  account  of  the  Erie  Car 'Works,  lim- 
ited, on  Cascade  aiul  Sixteenth  streets,  as  the  first  indications  of  substantial  in- 
dustry that  meet  the  eye  of  the  traveler  on  his  approach  to  Erie  from  the  west 
are  the  works  of  this  cj.npany.  One  is  impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the 
plant,  -which  embraces  about  thirteen  acres  of  groirnd,  the  structures  -which 
cover  it  from  one  end  to  the  other,  and  the  army  of  workmen  e ugagec'i  in  the 
various  departments  of  the  works.  On  a closer  view,  he  will  find  a complete 
system-  of  ai-rangement  and  an  attention  to  details  hardly  to  be  looked  for 
where  the  work  is  of  such  volume,  and  the  number  of  operatives  so  great.  Tlie 
works  were  established  in  the  year  186S,  a7id  have  been  a powerful  illustratio'a 
of  the  fact  of  Erie's  admirable  location  for  mamifactm-ing  jiurpose.s,  as  well  ss 
a monument  to  tlie  enterprise  and  executive  ability  of  their  founder’s  and  pres- 
ent managers.  At  the  present  time,  they  have  a capacity  of  sixteen  freight 
cars  per  day,  and  give  employment  to  about  600  men.  This  statement,  to  those 
familiar  with  car  building,  will  be  at  once  appreciated,  but  to  those  unfamiliar 
with  it  we  will  simply  say  that  it  involves  the  using  annually  of  170  tons  of 
brass,  250  tons  of  malleable  iron,  380  tons  of  sreel  springs.  150  tons  of  paint, 
500  tons  of  tin  and  solder,  3,250  tons  of  axles,  5,000  tons  of  iron  castings, 
6,000  tons  of  wrought  iron,  11,000  tons  of  car  wheels,  and  20,000  tons  of  lum- 
ber, or  5,000  car  loads  of  material  often  tons  each.  In  the  distribution  of  this 
work  the  company  has  erected  seventeen  substantial  buildings,  several  of  them 
of  largo  dimensions.  The  machinery  is  driven  by  an  engine  of  200-hors6- 
power,  and  a locomotive  owned  by  the  company  is  always  engaged  in  hauling 
the  materials  used,  or  drawing  the  linished  cars  out  to  the  main  tracks  over  the 
sidings  which  traverse  the  works  in  all  directions.  The  class  of  cars  built  are 
box,  gondola,  ore,  drift  (or  mine  cars),  coal  and  stock  cars.  The  very  best 
of  materials  are  used,  and  every  particle  of  the  iron  in  the  wheels  and  axles  is 
tested,  and  if  not  found  of  the  recpiisite  strength  is  rejected.  Tlie  value  of 
this  great  industry  cannot  be  Dverestimated,  while  the  reputation  of  the  city  is 
materially  enhanced  by  the  extent  of  its  operations.  The  officers  of  the  works 
are:  President,  "W.  K.  Davenport;  Treasurer,  'William  A.  Galbraith.  The  for- 

mer is  a gentleman  of  wide  experience  in  this  line  of  production  and  of  great 
enterprise  and  public  sjiirit.  The  latter,  in  addition  to  his  connection  with  this 
establishment,  is  a gentleman  of  wide  reputation  as  :i  lawyer,  and  is  at  present 
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inSTOUY  OF  FIllE  COU.NTY. 


<hp  iG'esidiug  Judgo  of  the  Sixth  Judicial  District,  of  Ponusylvania.  They  rep- 
resent in  business  and  social  life  ttie  best  elements  of  our  civilization,  Avhilo 
theii’  contribution  to  lim  cityT  industry  is  one  of  marked  value  and  importance. 

The  Erie  City  Iron  Works  arc,  doubtless,  next  in  importance.  The  rapid  ad- 
vancement in  the  manufacturing  arts  which  so  stj'ongly  characterizes  our  Amer- 
ican industries  is  a subject  of  interesting  study.  In  almost  every  department 
of  Jiiechanics  do  our  pei'pie  excel,  and  the  pi'oducts  of  American  looms  and 
workshops  stand  unrivaled  in  the  markets  of  the  world.  This  statement  is 
parlicuiaj'ly  time  of  heavy  machinery,  enoines,  etc.,  and  the  products  of  Amer- 
ican genius  are  noted  for  their  strength  and  adaptability  To  the  work  recpiired 
of  them.  The  city  of  E3’ie  has  achieved  almost  a world-witle  reputation  as  the 
producer  of  much  of  tlie  linest  and  best  machinery  in  this  line,  and  is  justly 
entitled  to  rank  among  the  im])Ortant  mamrfacturiug  towns  of  tuo  United  States. 
The  founding  here  of  the  largest  and  most  important  establishment  of  its  kind 
in  this  country  is  a just  tribute  to  Erie’s  claim  to  sujierior  advantages  of  loca- 
tion, which  appeals  stj-ongly  to  the  consideration  of  the  manufacturer  seeking 
a location,  or  to  the  purcliaser  seeking  his  sn]:>plies.  The  cost  of  ii'ou  and  coal, 
the  splendid  shipping  facilitie.s,  and  many  other  attractions  combine  to  empha- 
size the  statement  that  if  her  advantages  are  fostered,  this  city’s  [>resejit  im- 
portance as  a manufacturing  center,  is  l.mt  a faint  pi'emise  of  what  her  future 
will  become.  We  invito  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  a Imief  sketch  of  the 
Erie  City  Iron  Works,  which  is  one  of  the  most  important  enterprises  located 
here,  and  the  best  evidence  v/e  can  give  of  the  claims  we  have  made.  Tliose 
works  weie  e.stablished  in  ISTJ,  by  Vincent.  Himi'od  & Co.,  on  what  would  now 
be  considered  a very  small  scale,  and  did  a general  foundry  and  machine  shop 
busino.ss.  Several  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  title,  the  present  firm  of 
Selden,  Bliss  tV  Co.  becoming  sole  proprietors  in  ISG  t.  and  it  is  under  their 
management  that  the  Erie  City  Iron  AVorks  have  grown  to  such  wonderful  ])ro- 
portions.  The  location  of  the  original  works  was  at  the  corner  of  T velith  and 
State  streets,  and  the  foundry,  86x240  feet,  on  the  corner  of  Twelfth  and 
French  streets,  is  still  a portion  of  the  works.  The  i!icrea.sing  busiijess  of  the 
firm  demanding  greater  facilities,  in  1880  they  purchased  a tract  of  tivo  acres 
of  land  adjacent  to  the  L.  S.  & M.  S.  K.  R.,  in  the  eastern  suburbs  of  the  city, 
where  they  have  erected  several  of  the  most  important  buildings  connected  with 
the  works,  among  them  being  a boiler  shop  l0OxGt>0  feet  in  dimensions,  with  an 
L 30x50  feet  for  engine  room,  and  another  L 40x50  feet  for  office,  besides  a 
frame  flanging  shop  4t>xlS0  feet  in  dimensions,  and  a.  machine  shop  8Uxl2U 
feet.  These  buildings,  except  one,  are  substantial  brick  structures,  admirably 
adapted  to  the  business.  The  works  are  sup])lied  throughout  with  the  latest 
and  most  improved  machinery,  much  of  it  being  specially  constructed  for  their 
particular  business,  and  requires  for  its  operation  three  engines,  which  com- 
bined aggregate  14t)-horse-power  and  employment  is  furnished  for  350  men 
constantly,  with  week!_\\pay  roll  averaging  83,000.  The  range  of  work  includes 
horizontal  and  upright  flue  and  tubular  boilers;  stationary,  portable  and  agri- 
cultural engines;  saw  mills  and  naill  machinery;  steam  riveting  machinery,  etc. 
The  number  of  boilers  built  in  1880  was  8-57;  engines,  400;  saw  mills  complete, 
4.8.  The  business  of  ISSI  .shows  the  following  gratifying  increase:  Number 

of  boilers  made  and  sold,  1,097;  engines,  457;  saw  mills  complete.  96;  besides 
other  work  of  a miscellaneous  character.  The  sales  in  18S2,  amounted  to  8(85,- 
098.09.  The  Erie  City  Iron  Works  have  depots  for  tlio  sale  of  their  products 
in  all  the  imporiant  business  centers  of  (he  country,  and  their  work  is  sold  in 
every  State  and  Territory  of  the  United  States,  and  im  the-  West  Indies,  lUoxico 
and  South  America,  and  ranks  second  to  none  made  in  the  world.  They  claim 
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that  iht'T make  more  boiler’s  than  any  other  estahHphmeut  in  the  UniteO  States. 
The  imtividual  members  of  the  tij-m  are  George  Selden,  President;  Joim  H. 
Pliss,  Secretary,  and  George  D.  Seldon,  Treasurer.  Of  their  energy  aiid  onter- 
[>rise.  the  Erie  City  Iron  Works  are  a lasting  monument  of  which  themselves 
and  the  city  of  Erie  may  well  he  proud. 

The  tirm  of  Black  li;  Germer  is  the  lineal  successor  of  the  pioneer  stove 
foundrv  of  Eric.  In  July.  iSol-,  Ebenezer  A.  T,.ester,  Pardon  and  James  Sen- 
nett,  Ihomas  G.  Able  and  Allen  Hlnckly  established  a small  foundry  on  the 
northwest  corner  of  Eleventh  and  State  streets,  under  the  title  of  Hiackly, 
Seimett  A Co.  The  motive  pov.-cr  was  furnished  fiy  Gvo  liorses  hitched  to 
sweeps  upon  an  upright  shaft  propelling  the  machinery  for  blowing  the  cupola. 
ITior  to  1S35.  William  Id.  Johnson  bought  out  the  interests  of  Hineldy  A Able, 
and  the  hrm  became  Johnson.  Sennett  & Co.  In  1S3S,  Pardon  Senuett  sold 
Isis  interest  to  Johnson,  but  the  title  of  the  firm  remained  the  same  until  1841, 
when  Johnson  disposed  of  his  interest  back  again  to  Pardon  Sennett,  the  firnr 
tlien  becoming  Lester.  Sennett  & Co.  Many  changes  followed  in  the  owner- 
ship and  title  of  the  tirm,  which  we  will  briefly  name.  Soon. after  the  above 
change  occiuTed.  James  S.  Sennett  sold  to  his  partners,  and  the  firm  became 
Lester  A Sennett;  in  iS-lo,  Lester,  Sennett  A'  Chester;  in  March,  IS51,  Sen- 
nett A Co. ; in  IM'arch.  1S55,  Sennett,  Barr  A Co.,  and  afterward,  Barr  A John- 
son; in  March,  ]Sb2,  Barr,  -Johnson  A Co.  William  T.  Black  obtained  an  in- 
terest ill  Alarch,  ISGT,  but  the  title  of  Barr,  Johnson  A Co.  remained  until 
March,  1ST2,  udieu  M.  II.  Barr,  having  previously  ])urchased  the  interest  of 
George  B.  Sennett.  sold  out  to  his  partners.  Grove  H.  Johnson  and  William 
T.  Black,  who  associated  with  them  Otto  Germer,  and  organized  the  firm  of 
Johnson,  Black  A Co.  In  ISIS,  Johnson  sold  to  Germer,  and  the  title  became 
and  has  since  remained  Black  A Germer.  The  iirst  castings  in  this  foun- 
diy  were  made  direct  from  the  ore,  and  the  stoves  were  peddled  through  the 
country.  The  business  has  grown  from  insignilicant  dimensioms,  until  to-day 
they  claim  to  be  the  largest  instit’ation  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of  the  State. 
The  old  works  on  the  corner  of  Eleventh  and  State  streets  will  soon  be  aban- 
doned for  the  large  new  works  recently  erected  on  tlie  corner  of  Sixteenth  and 
German,  which  cover  a piece  of  ground  240x3GO  feet.  The  new  buildings  are 
of  file  following  dimensions.:  Foundry,  154x175;  pattern  shop,  35.\70,  four 
stories  higli;  mounting  shop.  54x212.  five  stories  high,  and  basement;  e.ngine 
and  boiler  house,  8Gx3-i  feet,  f aimishod  with  a lOO-horse-power  ongino,  besides 
the  usual  number  of  outside  buildings  surrounding  such  establishments. 
These  works  are  supplied  throughout  with  new,  first-class  machinery,  while  a 
switch  from  the  Pennsylvania  Railroad  affords  the  best  of  shipping  facilities. 
The  firm  uow  (October,  1SS3)  employs  at  the  old  rdiops  150  men,  but  the  new 
■ft'orks  have  a capacity  of  250.  It  is  the  only  establishment  in  the  Enited 
States  that  make  the  manufacture  of  parlor  base-burners  a specialty,  and 
claims  to  be  the  pioneer  of  the  trade  in  that  line,  having  started  in  18GG  with 
the  “Morning  Glory.” 

The  Chicago  A Erie  Stove  Company,  limited,  west  Twelfth  street,  was  es- 
tablished in  the  year  1840,  by  Johnson,  Himrod  A Co.  The  title  was  several 
times  changed,  until  in  1870  it  became  a stock  compa’ny  with  W.  H.  White- 
head,  of  Chicago,  as  chairman,  and  C.  C.  Shirk,  Secretary  and.  Treasurer. 
The  plant  of  the  works  covers  two  and  one-half  acres  of  the  best  and  most 
eligibly  located  property  for  tlte  purpose  within  the  city  limits,  and  is  improved 
vdth  substantial  buildings  of  the  following  proportions:  Moulding  room, 
8ox24.()  feet;  mounting  shop,  85x150  feet;  storeroom,,  SOxlGO  feet;  engine  and 
boiler  room,  20x40  feet;  besides  warehouses,  pattern  houses  and  offices.  The 
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^vol•l:s  Docessitate  the  use  of  two  cupolas  of  eleven  and  forty  tons  capacity  re- 
epeciively,  an  engine  of  00  to  To-Lorse-power,  and  the  employment  of  140  men 
skilled  in  the  diferent  departments  of  stove  mauufaclnre.  The  trade  of  the 
house,  which  runs  up  into  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  besides  being 
largely  local  extends  all  over_the  "Western  country.  The  Chicago  depot  for  the 
sale  and  distribution  of  all  western  business,  is  located  at  171  Lake  street, 
that  city,  and  is  an  establishment  of  Ipuge  proportions,  employing  live  travel- 
ers to  re])res8nt  its  interests.  At  this  point  brrt  Lro  men  are  engaged  in  that 
capacity,  yet  the  lursiness  annually  offered  the  company  is  largely  in  excess  of 
its  ability  to  supply,  even  witli  its  exceptionally  tine  facilities.  The  company 
lias  an  excellent  reputation  as  the  producers  of  hue  work,  hotlr  as  regards 
fine  castings,  handsome  linisliing,  mounting  and  the  great  variety  of  their 
manafacture.  Stoves  for  heating  and  cooking  purposes,  ranges,  furnaces,  etc., 
in  many  designs  and  sizes  are  manufactured,  and  are  made  with  special  re- 
ference to  the  science  of  combustion  and  economy  of  fuel.  Though  making 
various  styles  and  patterns,  tlie  “ Helper  ” cooking  stoves  and  ranges,  and  the 
invincible  base  burner,  are  their  leading  stoves,  and  enjoy  a high  reputation. 
Taken  in  its  entirety,  as  the  disburser  of  large  sums  in  wages  an'd  in  therami- 
lications  of  its  business,  idving  the  citv  a wide  celebrity,  it  is  one  of  the  nota- 
bio  industries  of  the  place,  and  contributes  largely  to  the  substantial  welfare 
of  the  community.  Mr.  Charles  0.  Shirk,  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  tho 
company,  is  the  controlling  head  of  the  manufacturing  department  of  the  bus- 
iness, and  is  a gentleman  of  wide  experience  and  sterling  business  cpialities. 

Another  important  manufacturing  industry  is  the  Jareeki  iMaunfacturing 
Oom]iany,  limited,  corner  Minth  and  Holland  streets.  Any  person  familiar 
with  the  city  of  Erie  tweutv  years  ago  will  remember  the  small  lathes  of  rude 
construction, and  the  small  furnace  for  smelting  brass. which  at  that  time  rep- 
resented the  capital  and  equipment  of  the  Jareeki  Manufacturing  Company. 
The  present  works  are  a transformation,  wonderful  as  great,  and  almost  mag- 
ical. No  lucky  combination  of  circumstances,  howeA'er,  has  brought  about  this 
change.  It  has  been  secured  by  the  most  indomitable  will,  careful  attention, 
a masterly  knowledge  of  the  minutest  details,  the  careful  accounting  in  every 
department,  and  a superior  class  .of  work.  Formerly  engine-makers,  plumb- 
ers, steam  fitters,  and  that  ela.ss  of  artisans  were  compelled  to  la.ake  their  own 
valves,  ])ipe  connections,  etc.,  which  made  their  work  one  of  much  detail,  and 
the  absence  of  machinery  especially  adapted  for  it  made  it  tedious  and  labo- 
rious. When  this  condition  of  things  was  recognized  and  the  positive  assurance 
secured  that  with  the  advance  of  our  industries  all  over  the  land,  the  manu- 
facture of  this  class  of  materials  could  be  made  a separate  industry,  it  was 
then  that  the  Jareeki  Manufacturing  Company  started  on  the  career  which  has 
placed  them  in  the  very  front  rank  of  America's  manufacturers.  Go  where  you 
will  over  our  land,  and  among  the  very  best  ajipliauces  of  the  nature  alluded 
to  will  be  found  those  made  in  the  shops  of  this  company.  So  large  has  the 
business  grown  that  to-day  two  acres  of  ground  are  in  use,  all  bnill  upon  in  a 
handsome  and  substantial  manner.  The  main  biiilding,  three  stories  and 
basement,  is  330  feet  long  by  tjO  feet  in  width,  utilized  from  cellar  to  roof. 
The  galvanizing  shop  is  70x40  feet;  the  malleable  iron  foundry  is  80x150 
feet;  the  gray  iron  foundi-v  00x100  feet;  the  aimealing  room  50x80  feet;  the 
core  shop  50x100  feet,  and  the  cutter  room  10x100  feet.  The  entire  premises, 
as  an  architectural  adornment,  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  city,  and  is  a monu- 
ment to  the  character  of  its  founders.  The  principal  specialties  of  the  works 
are  malleable  iron  fittings,  oil  well  supplies,  brass  work  for  engine  buildens, 
plumbers  and  steam  and  gas  fitters,  which  comprehends  a vast  variety  of  arti- 
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of  various  styles  and  sir.es.  The  hrm  in  all  tlie  departments  of  their 
works  gives  employment  to  400  men,  an  army  of  artisans,  who  uheu  l.>usy  in 
tla  iv  various  dej'au'tments  present  one  of  tlio  mo.st  interesting  scenes  of  acLivi- 
iv  to  be  met  with.  Their  vcork  buds  its  market  in  the  oil  tields  of  this  State, 
uH  over  the  country — East,  North  and  SouMi — and  am  oss  the  lakes  into 

C'.anada,  whore  the  reputation  made  at  home  is  emphasized  b)'  foreign  use. 
Messrs.  Henry  and  Charles  Jarecki  came  to  lliis  country  about  tliirty-live  years 
ago,  siueo  ■which  time  they  have  made  their  name  famous  in  this  land,  anil 
Itavo  contributed  to  the  industries  of  America  an  establi.shment  second  to  none 
in  (he  line  character  of  its  products. 

The  Stearns  (Manufacturing  Company,  on  Tenth  sti’eet,  b'etweeii  Holland 
and  Cci’man,  familiarly  known  as  the  “ Eresepre  Isle  Iron  Works,”  was  estab- 
lished in  the  year  1S55,  but  was  not  marked  by  any  particular  degree  of  promi- 
muice  until  some  years  later,  when,  under  patents  of  Mr.  E.  H.  Stearns,  the 
company  secured  several  valuable  points  applying  to  their  machinery,  the  adop- 
tion of  which  has  given  it  a national  reputation.  The  plant  of  the  works  covoi’s 
an  area  of  two  and  one-half  acres  of  ground,  all  utilized  bv  them,  and  im- 
proved with  the  difterent  buiidiiigs  necessitated  by  their  work.  Partially 
<]uoted,  they  are  as  follows:  Eonudry,  60x100  feet;  boiler  shop,  SOxloO  feet; 
four  machine  shops,  each  50x100  feet;  millwright  shop,  40x100  feet;  Idack- 
smith  shop,  85xS0  feet,  bc.sides  others  devo'fced  to  the  general  uses  of  the 
company.  Employment  is  given  to  325  men,  and  a vast  amount  of  worktiuTied 
out  which  reaches  every  Srafe  and  Territoi-y  in  the  PTuion,  and  probably  every 
section  of  manufacturing  industry.  This  consists  of  engines  and  boilers  of 
all  lines  and  grades,  and  saw-mill  machinery,  the  extent  of  which,  in  its  great 
variety,  would  recjuire'too  much  space  for  particular  enmneratio'Q  by  us.  But, 
as  a simple  matter  of  justice,  avo  should  mention  their  im’proved  circular  saw 
mil. Is,  gang  and  muley  mills,  palent  rossers,  for  removing  betrk  and  gait  before 
the  saw,  ofl-setting  and  anti-vibra.ti'a<j  carriao'G  wheels  and  track,  head  bloelcs. 
etc.,  for  saw  mills,  log  turners,  gang  edgers,  jackers,  lath  mills,  etc.  These 
prodactions,  Ashich  are  known  in  every  lumber  camp  and  saAV  mill  in  the  Enited 
States,  have  maintained  their  excellence  of  construction  during  the  entire  pe- 
riod of  their  manufacture,  and  AA'hether  the  Avorks  are  crowded  Avitli  orders,  or 
to  the  contrary,  the  same  carefulness  of  details,  harmony  of  arrangement  and 
uniformity  of  construction,  is  observable.  To  the  combination  of  these  three 
essentials  of  successful  raauufactare.  the  valuable  ['atents  oA'.ncd  by  them,  and 
the  marked  ability  of  its  management,  do  they  OAve  their  present  position. 
The  othcers  of  the  iStearus  Manufacturing  Company  are:  George  Burnham, 
President;  'William  M.  Davids,  A'ice  President;  AVilliam  Burnham,  Secretary, 
and  11.  B.  Barnhnist.  Treasurer  and  General  Manager. 

The  E rie  Malleable  Iron  Company,  limiled,  corner  Cherry  and  Thirteenth, 
streets,  is  the  m.ost  complete  and  ext.en.sivo  of  its  kind  in  this  section  of  the 
country,  and  in  the  thrift  and  substantial  Avell-being  of  the  community  is  an 
important  and  valued  factor.  Establi.sbed  in  1880,  its  success  Avas  pronounced 
from  the  start,  and  during  tho  period  of  its  operation  it  has  considerably  aug- 
mented its  business,  and  added  to  its  reputation.  The  works  are  located  on  a 
plant  of  two  acres  of  ground,  improved  vvdtli  substantial  buildings  devoted  "to 
the  various  purposes  of  their  manufacture,  and  of  the  following  dimensions; 
I'ouadrA’,  80x300  feet;  annealing  room,  -15x05  feet;  pattern  vault,  45x3-1  feet; 
machine  shop,  35x04  feet;  galvanizing  room,  25x110  feet;  core  room,  34x34  feel.; 
engine  and  boi ler  house,  80x00  feet;  pattern  room  and  ofhees,  00x1 ! )0  feot, besides 
our, side  shedding  for  storage  of  coal,  sand,  etc.,  200  feet  iniongtii.  The- steam 
pOAver  is  furnished  by  an  engine  of  80  horse-power,  and  the  AVorks  give  employ- 
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meJit  io  fi'Oiri  175  to  2U0  men.  The  particularly  advantageous  Jocatioii  of  these 
v.'orks  in  a center  of  manufacture  which  gives  them  a large  local  trade,  and  the 
existence  or  a demand  which  they  are  emineiitly  pro[idred  to  supply,  have  givau 
an  impetus  to  their  work  which  keeps  them  ruuuing  up  to  their  full  cajracity, 
and  makes  the  annual  output  large.  The  specialty  of  the  vvorks,  as  ihs  title  im- 
plies’. is  principally  malleable  iron  castings,  but  now  contemplate  making  stt'.el 
castings,  and  the  fact  that  the  trade  extends  to  a largo  section  of  the  country, 
suthcieutly  guarantees  the  quality  of  all  the  ])roduct  of  the  est;d.ilishmont.  The 
ofiicers  are  John  Clemens,  Chairman,  and  J.  P.  Metcalf,  Secretary  and  Treas- 
urer, whose  carefid  and  business-like  management  of  the  details  of  the  business 
has  placed  it  in  the  front  rank  of  Erie’s  industries. 

The  Bay  State  Iron  Works,  corner  Third  and  Peach  streets,  were  established 
in  the  year  iSGo,  and  oceitpy  a ilno  property  in  one  of  the  best  portions  of  the 
city.  The  plant  covers  over  ai'i  acre  of  ground,  and  is  improved  with  substan- 
tial baildiijgs,  erected  solely  for  the  purpose  used.  They  consist  of  a main 
building  of  brick  two  stories  in  height,  in  which  is  the  machi’no  shop,  50x225 
feet;  foundry,  50x125  feet;  boiler  shop,  00x190  feet;  })attorn  rooms,  storeage 
room  for  iron,  engune  and  boiler  room  and  offices.  Every  appliance  for  the 
rap»id  production  and  complete  linish  of  all  their  products  is  in  use,  and  the 
entire  machinery  is  driven  by  two  engines  of  -10-horse-];ower  each.  The 
mechanical  fores  of  the  works  amounts  to  125  men,  most  of  .whom  are  skilled 
in  the  production  of  fine  machinery.  The  work  of  the  firm  comprehends  all 
cla.sses  of  line  engine  building,  upright  and  horizontal,  portable  and  stationary, 
and  a special  line  of  fine  machine  building.  Among  the  niost  prominent  pro- 
ductions of  the  works  may  be  noted  the  Variable  and  Automatic  Cut-off  Engine, 
which  was  awarded  a gold  medal  at  the  St.  Louis  fair  in  1878,  for  93  per  cent 
efficiency;  agricultural  and  portable  engi.ues  from  T to  150-horse-power;  loco- 
motive, tubular,  line  and  upright  boilers;  steam  punches,  Hall’s  patent  steam 
cranes,  upright  friction  and  detached  hoistiitg  machinery ; the  Acme  cube  pipe 
tongs,  and  many  other  -specialties,  all  bearing  evidence  of  the  highest  stylo  of 
workmanship  to  be  had  in  this  section  of  the  State.  Tho  thorough  system 
which  prevails  in  every  department  of  these  works,  and  the  splendid  facilities 
enjoyecl  enable  -the  firm  to  conduct  an  immense  business,  and  the  trade  extends 
io  all  parts  of  the  W'est,  South  and  South^r8st,  they  having  agencies  in  New 
York,  Chicago.  St.  Louis,  Toledo.  St.  Paul,  Denver,  Dallas  and  Charlotte. 
The  members  composing  the  firm  are  Orange  Noble  and  L.  11.  Hall,  tho  latter 
being  the  practical  manager.  Mr.  Noble  i.s  a gentleman  too  well  kuovvui  in  the 
business  circles  of  the  State  to  need  any  iuiroduetion  at  our  hands,  while  Mr, 
Hall,  a.s  a thorough  master  of  the  details  of  the  works,  has  a reputation  based 
upon  the  intrinsic  merit  of  its  productions. 

The  Mt,  Hickory  Iron  Company,  ofiico  Scoit’s  block,  corner  Tenth  and  State 
streets,  was  established  in  the  year  1879,  and  produces  a line  of  iron  known  as 
merchant  and  bridge  iron.  Their  furnaces,  tv/o  in  number,  are  located  at 
Sharpsville,  Mercer,  Co.,  Feum,  where  employment  is  given  to  a large  numberof 
men,  and  an  annual  production  attained  of  35,000  tons  of  Bessemer,  foundry 
and  mill  pig.  the  ores  used  being  the  Lake  Superior,  Specular  and  Hematite, 
from  the  most  celebrated  mines  in  that  favored  section.  Mach  of  this  produc- 
tion finds  its  Y'ay  to  the  various  rolling  mills  of  the  State,  but  a large  part  is 
utilized  by-  the  company’s  mill- at  Erie,. which  it  is  more  properly  our  province 
to  notice.  The  Mt.  Hickory  Rolling  Mill  is  located  in  the  western  suburbs  of 
the  city  on  a plant  of  thirty  acres  of  the  company’s  pro{)erty,  and  is  the  largest 
concern  of  the  kind  in  this  section  of  the  State.  The  mill  is  a well-built 
structure,  120  feet  in  width  by  2S0  feet  iu  length,  and  is  systematically  ap- 
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